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Anticipated Changes to City of Houston 
Insurance and Dependent Audits 

Recently the City of Houston Health Benefits Advisory 
Committee (HBAC) had its quarterly meeting.  I have been 
appointed to represent all HPD retirees on this committee, 
regardless of whether the retiree is a HPROA member or 
not.  The purpose of the HBAC is to evaluate the health care 
programs and make recommendations regarding those 
programs.  The HPOU also has a separate representative 
for active officers who serves on the committee.   There 
are a few changes that may be coming in the near future.

1. DEPENDENT AUDIT IS  IN-PROGRESS:  There is an 
ongoing audit underway on dependents who are carried 
on the COH insurance.  There are approximately 350 
dependent grandchildren covered by the COH insurance.  
Automated phone calls and letters have been sent out to 
the dependent’s custodians asking for documentation in 
order to validate the relationship.  Should you get one of 
these audit notices, it is recommended that you provide 
the recommended information to avoid an insurance 
cancellation for the dependent.  

Additionally, thousands of dependent files are under 
review  for the Open Access Plan (audit is underway), 
Consumer Driven Plan (starting December 2018), and 
Limited Plan (starting May 2019).  You may be asked to 
provide documentation for covered stepchildren and 
court-ordered dependents.  Biological children and 
spouses may also be included in the audit.  Again, if 
information of this nature is requested for the audit, it is 
recommended that you provide what is asked in a timely 
manner in order to prevent insurance cancellations for 
the dependents.  

The HR Department stressed that this is not any type of 
punishment, but simply a verification process.  If retirees 
have experienced any issues with this process, please 
contact me and I can relay the information to the 
department head.  Finally, if you have been audited 
once, there is a chance that you may be audited again.

2. VISION INSURANCE:  Every five years a new Request 
for Proposal goes out for vision insurance and providers are 
asked to submit their proposals.  We are currently covered 
by “Superior Vision Insurance” and they once again were 
awarded the contract for the upcoming period, which 
should lock in rates for the next five years.

3. STATUS OF MEDICAL PLAN THIRD PARTY 
ADMINISTRATOR: Cigna currently has the contract for 
our medical third plan administrator. The “Request for 
Proposals” has gone out, we are in the “Quiet Period”, and 
insurance administrators are in the process of submitting 
bids for the next period that will be effective May 1, 2019.  
It is unknown at this time if Cigna will be awarded the next 
insurance contract, or if it will go to one of its competitors.  
Cigna doesn’t actually provide our health insurance, 
instead they administrate the plan since the city is self-
insured.  What this means is that the city pays the claims 
out of its budget, but Cigna handles the administrative 
paperwork.   Amongst other things, this entails negotiating 
excessive billing.  For example, during the previous quarter, 
a single employee’s five-month inpatient bill totaled 
$4,650,395.  Cigna negotiated this down to $1,253,270.  
There is a Cigna group of reviewers  who  meet in order to 
examine and negotiate all major claims.

Continues on Page 5

By Anthony Kivela
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BILL ELKIN

Bill Elkin, Executive Director

Every day there appears to be more 
and more politics impacting our 
lives.  We are being bombarded 
with TV ads every day and night 
by candidates wanting to be re-
elected, or those wanting to be 
elected to political office.  Those 
candidates run the full spectrum, for  
local, state and federal offices, both 
Republican and Democrat, and a 
few Libertarians.  I am beginning to 
wonder just who is telling the truth in 
their ads, or who is telling half truths.  
Some may be lying, who knows?

The best way to make any determination 
about those running for re-election is to 
look at their records on supporting the 
issues that the majority of the citizenry 
deem important to them, and how 
they voted on  those issues. 

For those who are first time 
candidates, it is difficult to clearly 
make any decision about voting for 
them.  Probably the best one can 
do before voting for them is look at 
the local, state or national platform 
of the party under which they have 
affiliated.  What is that party’s goal 
and what do they wish to achieve 
nationally or state wide?  Do they 
want to implement laws for a special 
purpose, or support existing laws that 
protect all citizens of this country? 
Those are just some of the questions 
that one must ask themselves.

Locally we are also confronted 
with questions about the upcoming 
November elections, not just for 
candidates for political office, but about 
issues that will, or would, affect lives and 
livelihood for City of Houston retirees.

Houston Firefighters went to the 
citizens of Houston with a petition 
asking  for signatures requiring a 
vote on parity in pay for firefighter 
and police officers.

They obtained a sufficient number 
of signatures.  I am not sure that 
those who signed the petition were 
fully aware as what they were 
requesting the city to do.  After 
all, everyone wants someone to 
respond to their house on fire, or an 
ambulance to a accident, or heart 
attack victim.  I agree with the HPOU, 
firefighters deserve to be adequately 
compensated.  However, as pointed 
out by the HPOU, there is a difference. 
It’s like comparing apples to oranges.

Police officers are required to work 
a 5 day work week, 8 hours a day, 
and sometimes overtime without 
pay.  There have been a reduction 
or elimination of many work related 
benefits that were not extended 
to the other uniform service.  Yes, 
there have been increases in pay, 
but it was achieved by negotiations 
through Meet and Confer.  The fire 
service years ago decided to ask for, 
and was granted by a vote of the 
citizens Collective Bargaining.

Now, firefighters want parity in pay 
with police, pay which was achieved 
through negotiations in Meet and 
Confer.  During the same period of 
years the firefighters negotiated with 
the city, but walked away from their 
negotiations with the city, rejecting 
what would have collectively been a 
13 percent increase in pay. 

Let’s look at some other differences 
between the two uniform services.  
First, the difference in work days 
per month.  True, firefighters work a 
24 hour shift, but can sleep during 
that time.  Their work days total 
about 9 days per month, which 
allows firefighter to work full time at 
other jobs, or run a business on the 
side, which some do during the time 
they are sitting in a fire station, not 
responding to a call for service.  

It was stated by the Fire Chief that 80 
% of calls for service was for the EMT/
ambulance service, not fighting fires.

If the citizens of Houston vote 
for parity between police and 
fire, then the City of Houston 
needs to create a scheduling of 
8 hour shifts, five days a week, 
just as does HPD.   Also, eliminate 
sleeping quarters at fire stations, 
and adjust the number of men on 
each piece of equipment, which 
would reduce the amount of 
overtime pay required to sustain 
the 4 man minimum, which is not 
required under law.

If it is parity that is requested, them 
make it across the board !



3

A Message from Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

FREE LUNCH!! Now that I have your 
attention, (free food always gets a 
cop’s attention) we already gave it 
away. We had 135 members attend 
our annual general membership 
meeting and election. They got the 
free meals provided again this year 
by Hickory Hollow BBQ.  The food was 
good and the camaraderie and war 
stories cannot be beat!

Again this year we had a group 
of vendors offering our members 
everything from books (Nelson Zoch) 
to funeral plans. HPOPS Chairman Terry 
Bratton explained the changes in the 
voting procedures for the upcoming 
HPOPS Board of Directors election. We 
can now vote on paper ballots as in 
the past or now electronic ballots are 
available. (You can’t do both!) I want 
to thank Bob Shields for again being 
our Nominating Committee Chairman 
and E.J .Smith and his merry band of 
envelope stuffers and ballot counters 
on the Election Committee. Our by-
laws state how our elections will be 
conducted and these two Committees 
see that it is done properly.  THANKS 
TO ALL THAT HELPED!!

Stephen Rayne, President HPROA
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Again this year your HPROA 
participated in the 911 Heroes Run. 
No, we did not run. We manned a 
booth again this year and displayed 
our Traveling Memorial Wall of Honor. 
I want to thank Sue Gaines, Jim St. 
John and Fred Walschburger, who 
got up at 5am to meet me at 6:30 
am to set up the booth and then 
sweated for 4 hours in the heat. The 
wall attracted a lot of attention and 
many took pictures with it.

The HPROA Political Action 
Committee met last month and 
cussed and discussed about which 
State and local political candidates 
we would endorse. The list should be 
in this edition of the Retired Badge. If 
it did not make it to the printer in time, 
check it out on our website. 

Earlier today, 9-13-2018, we had our 
monthly meeting of the HPROA. We 
had 105 members in attendance 
who heard about several new 
things. The Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA), the airport 
security people, sent four of their 
K-9 handlers and one dog to our 
meeting. They were trying to recruit 
some of our members to help in 
training their BOMB dogs. These 
dogs do not attack, only sniff out 
explosives. Steve Toth volunteered 
to be the suspect in a demonstration 
during the meeting. He hid some 
primer cord in his fanny pack and 
while the dog was sniffing around 
some of our members Steve walked 
by. The dog immediately turned 
around and started following him 
and signaling that he smelled an 
explosive. It was impressive. To start, 
this volunteer participation will only 
be at Hobby Airport. If any of you 
are interested contact Steve Toth 
at bear8honey@gmail.com.  

HPOPS was there talking about 
their upcoming Board of Directors 
election and telling us their rate of 
return on their investments for last 
fiscal year was 10.5 %.

Jay Gause, President of the Police 
Burial Fund updated us on the state 
of the fund and took questions 
from our members.

Lt. B.A. Morefield, of the HPD Training 
Academy, was supposed to attend 
our meeting and explain to us a new 
program he wants to implement 
involving retired HPD officers. He 
cancelled at the last minute so I told 
the members present about his plan. 
His plan is to recognize and honor 
the legacy of retired HPD officers. 
He wants to start the program at 
the upcoming graduation of HPD 
Cadet Class #236 on Sept. 27, 2018. 
His plan is to recognize the cadet 
class that graduated 200 classes 
before this one, #36, by having 
retired officers from class #36 attend 
the graduation ceremony and to be 
recognized during the ceremony. 
Details are being worked out. Watch 
our website for details.

Your HPROA is a family of volunteers 
who work to keep our retired police 
family informed and together. We will 
continue to look out for our retirement 
benefits, get needed information out 
to you as quickly as possible and try to 
have some fun while we do it. Come 
join us and get involved.

Steve
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7 out of 10 – 
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are 
likely to need long term care services. ¹ 

Long Term Care Pays – 
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home, 
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an 
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily 
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available 
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

For Members and Their Families

Address Change
Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in 
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary 
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise 
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve 
you if we know where you are. 

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252. 
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

What would happen to 
your retirement savings 
if you needed long term 
care???

For more information, 
call:
Garland Cole     512.327.3456
M.D. Beale          713.419.7455

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)
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4. NEW ADDITIONS TO THE GYM DISCOUNTS: The 
YMCA, LA Fitness, and Camp Gladiator have been 
added to the list of gyms offering discounts to the COH, 
including retirees.  Details can be found at the COH 
Human Resources on-line menu.  

5. Some highlights from the most recent Annual 
Utilization Review:

• Spouses of active employees cost 15% more than 
the employees
• Retirees cost more than two times more than active 
employees
• Good news: Steerable ER visits decreased 16%.  If 
your medical condition can be handled by an Urgent 
Care center, go there rather than to an ER.  This saves you 
considerable money.

• We have a 90% Generic Prescription rate.  Pharmacists 
will tell you that generic drugs are equal substitutes for brand-
name drugs.
• Under 2% of the specialty drugs prescribed account for 
45% of the total cost of prescription drugs.

6. STATUS of VOLUNTARY LIFE INSURANCE:  The Request for 
Proposals has been let for Voluntary Life Insurance and the 
COH is awaiting bids.  Currently, over 10,000 HPD, HFD, and 
Municipal retirees carry this insurance.  

Please contact me should you have any questions regarding 
the above.  My email address is houmalta@sbcglobal.net.

City of Houston Human Resources
Insurance Department Contact Numbers

HPROA Board Member Steve Toth has provided the below contact numbers for HPROA members who might have questions 
regarding their health insurance.

Contact Phone Numbers for Retirees (Benefits)

A-F  Maribel Gomez   832.393.6101
G-M Alicia Solis    832.393.6102
N-Z Kemp Lenued   832.393.6103
Front Desk:     832.393.6000, Option #4
Email Address: retireebenefits@cityofhouston.gov

Dental through City of Houston 
Dwayne Cook    832.393.6157  

CIGNA at City of Houston

A-F  LaKeith Johnson   832.393.6192
G-L Maria Rodriguez   832.393.6193
M-R Ivan Flake    832.393.6191
S-Z Sylvia M    832.393.6194
MyCigna.com        800.997.1406

Life Insurance at City of Houston
Elizabeth Rodriguez     832.393.6114 

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this 
newspaper. Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.

Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.



6 The Retired Badge October - November 2018 Edition

PAC Committee Report

It has been two years since we fought 
our war and won.  If you recall, we were 
all worried about what the legislature 
was going to do to our pension. We 
were meeting with everyone at the 
legislature to shore up our friends and 
asking those opposed to really take a 
look at what was good for everyone 
and no certain group. We now know 
that our friends at the state voted to 
allow the city to move forward with 
the bond to shore up the deficit in 
our pension system. I would also like 
to recognize all of the retired HPROA 
members who came to the legislature 
with their “Support the Police” blue 
shirts and filled one end of the balcony 
in support of our pension efforts as it 
was discussed by the house in open 
session. The firemen were there in big 
numbers to convince the legislators 
to do the opposite, but we were 
fortunate to prevail. 

Again thanks to all our members who 
DONATE to the PAC as we would 
not be able to fund our endeavors 
without the funds we receive that 
allows us to lobby in Austin and at the 
City of Houston.

In January of 2019 the legislature 
will convene for a new session and 
goodness knows what will happen.  
We know that there will be new faces 
in the senate and the legislature. We 
will be roaming the halls of the capital 
trying to meet all of the new members 
as well as visiting our old friends. We 
feel like each new session will bring 
more challenges to our pensions and 
your PAC committee has been busy 
trying to identify all challenges that 
might come up along with HPOU. 
When we descend on the capital, 
we work closely with TMPA, HPOU and 
all major law enforcement groups to 
present a united front.

In closing, we will keep you informed 
on what’s happening as we may need 
to call on you to help us navigate 
through the swamp again. Also, 
please find our recommendations 
below as to who we are supporting 
for various offices.

Your PAC Committee
Bob, Anthony, Bill, and Steve

* * *

HPROA 2018 PREFERRED CANDIDATES
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH WILL BE AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR HPROA MEMBERS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

We are 1800 –members strong, a 
significant voting bloc. Let us all turn 
out to vote for candidates who have 
proven to be police/law enforcement 
supporters.

The Houston Police Retired Officers 
Assn. Political Action Committee (PAC) 
has been at work putting together its 
list of preferred candidates. We will 
continue to update this list.

State Offices
Governor Greg Abbott (R)
Lt. Governor Dan Patrick (R)
Senator Robert Nichols (R) Dist. 3
Senator Charles Schwertner (R) Dist. 5
Senator Angela Paxton (R) Dist. 8
Senator Kirk Watson (D) Dist. 14
Senator John Whitmire (D) Dist. 15
Senator Joan Huffman (R) Dist. 17
Senator Donna Campbell (R) Dist. 25
Senator Kel Seliger (R) Dist.31
State Rep. Dan Flynn (R) Dist. 2
State Rep. Cecil Bell Jr. (R) Dist. 3
State Rep. Cole Hefner (R) Dist. 5
State Rep. Ben Leman (R) Dist.13
State Rep. John Raney (R) Dist. 14
State Rep. Will Metcalf (R) Dist. 16
State Rep. Ernest Bailes (R) Dist. 18

State Rep. Terry Wilson (R) Dist. 20
State Rep.  Greg Bonnen (R) Dist. 24
State Rep. Dennis Bonnen (R) Dist. 25
State Rep. Rick Miller (R) Dist. 26
State Rep. John Zerwas (R) Dist. 28
State Rep. Ed Thompson (R) Dist. 29 
State Rep. Todd Hunter (R) Dist. 32
State Rep. Terry Canales (D) Dist. 40
State Rep. Paul Workman (R) Dist. 47
State Rep. Phil King (R) Dist. 61
State Rep. Stephanie Klick (R) 91
State Rep. Charlie Geren (R) Dist. 99
State Rep. Linda Koop (R) Dist. 102
State Rep. Toni Rose (D) Dist 110
State Rep. Yvonne Davis (D) Dist 111
State Rep. Lyle Larson (R) Dist. 122
State Rep. E. Sam Harless (R) Dist. 126
State Rep. Dan Huberty (R) Dist.127
State Rep. Dennis Paul (R) Dist. 129
State Rep. Tom Oliverson (R) Dist. 130
State Rep. Alma Allen (D) Dist. 131
State Rep. Mike Schofield (R) Dist. 132
State Rep. Jim Murphy (R) Dist. 133
State Rep. Sarah Davis (R) Dist. 134
State Rep. Gary Elkins (R) Dist 135
State Rep. Dwayne Bohac (R) Dist. 138
State Rep. Jarvis Johnson (D) Dist. 139
State Rep. Armando Walle (D) Dist 140
State Rep. Senfronia Thompson (D) 141
State Rep. Harold Dutton Jr. (D) Dist.142
State Rep. Ana Hernandez (D) Dist. 143
State Rep. Carol Alvarado (D) Dist. 145
State Rep. Shawn Thierry (D) Dist. 146
State Rep. Garnett Coleman (D) Dist. 147
State Rep. Jessica Farrar (D) Dist. 148
State Rep. Hubert Vo (D) Dist. 149

CITY OFFICES
Mayor Sylvester Turner (D) Houston

By Bob Barnard



Hello Retirees and Friends,

October is now here.  Where did 
the year go?  We are hoping as you 
read this article that you attended 
the Fredericksburg Reunion on 
October 6, 2018.  ( This article written 
in Sept).  Details on the reunion will 
be on the next issue.

Just want to mention to all:  Please try 
to make it to our monthly meetings 
now and then, which are the 2nd 
Thursday of every month.  

They are at the Knights of 
Columbus at 607 East Whitney 
Houston Texas.  Meeting usually 
begins about 9:30AM.  It is truly 
amazing.  Every month is different, 
for we may have speakers about 
insurance, our pension and many 
other issues.  At the same time, 
under one roof, you visit with old 
classmates and  sometimes talk 
to retirees that you only saw in 
passing while working.   

Sometimes we wonder, I wonder 
what ever happened to so and so.  
Well guess what, so and so may be 
at the meetings. So how about it, 
join us now and then.

Remember we are all still family.  
Stay in touch, for old times sake.

Rosalie and Matthew Potell
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The Current History of HPD Class #27
Class number 27 graduated on April 
18, 1963. There were only thirty-two 
graduates, none of which were 
believed to be women.  (See correction 
at end of this story).  It appears that ten 
of these left HPD prior to serving twenty 
years.  They were Carl Bigham, P.F. 
Maddux, G.B. Jeane, H.T. Autrey, W.H. 
Hayes, P.W. Berry, G.L. Bender, M.G. 
Fletcher, S.E. Leake, and D.G. Rojas.  

Those that served at least twenty years 
with HPD and have since passed away 
are, along with their years of service 
and year of death:  Kirby Crawford, 
20 (still active with HPD at his death in 
1983; Alfred K. Fain, 22, 1997; Stanley 
M. Horn, 29, 2005; Thomas A. Jenkins, 
21, 2017; Joseph Martino, 27, 2004; and 
Gary C. Montgomery, 32, 2015. 

Two Officers are deceased and show 
to have been retired prior to serving 
at least twenty years on HPD.  They 
are Bob T. Bloomfield, 18, 2006, and 
Wilfred J. Frey, 18, 1992.  Those were 
likely medical retirements. 

Fourteen Officers from Class #27 
earned their retirements and 
are hopefully still enjoying the 
fruits of their labor today.  They 
are, along with their years of 
service: George H. Anderson, 
37, 2000; Ruben E. Armendariz, 
28, 1991;  Kenneth R. Brumley, 
27, 1990;  Eugene M. Dobbs, 
29, 1992; Charles C. Dodd, 26, 
1989;  Nelson P. Foehner, 28, 
1991; George E. Guest, 38, 2001; 
Roy A. Henley, 30, 1993;  William 
L. Johnson, 41, 2004; Max W. 
Lankford, 21, 1984; John E. Liles, 
21, 1984; James M. McCoy, 38, 
201; Carl R. Rees, 21, 1984; and 
Adiol Vizina, 29, 1992. 

It appears that William L. 
Johnson with 41 years, George 
Guest with 38 years, and James 
McCoy served the longest.

May God continue to bless all 
of these fine Officers and their 
families.

Nelson J. Zoch
September 10, 2018

CORRECTION:  In writing about 
Class #26, I included Carolyn 
Ewton as a member of that class.  
It has been called to my attention 
by Max Lankford that Carolyn 
began in Class #26.  However, 
she apparently developed some 
rather serious health issues and 
was unable to complete her 
training in that class.  Her health 
improved and she was re-cycled 
into Class #27, from which she 
graduated.  Thanks, Max, for 
catching that.

From the Entertainment Committee
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4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801 
RiverOaksChrysler.com

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.

HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

HELFMAN 
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com

Open Mon - Sat

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com

713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award
2012 • 2013 • 2014

HELFMAN
DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

Call
Alan Helfman

713-533-6100
HelfmanFiat.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN
FIAT

Houston’s #1 
Volume Dealer!

11819 Southwest Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com

Open Mon - Sat

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI FIAT • MASERATI
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Did your financial planner ask to 
see your most recent tax return? 
By integrating financial planning and tax 
preparation, we are in a unique position to weave 
diverse elements of your financial picture into a 
unified, comprehensive plan that can meet your 
long-term goals. 

Securities offered through 1st Global Capital Corp. Member FINRA, SIPC • Investment advisory services offered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc. 
Insurance services offered through 1st Global Insurance Services, Inc. 

(281) 440-6279 
11555 Champion Forest Drive 

Houston, TX 77066 
www.MolenTax.com

UNRAVELING TAX HEADACHES & BUILDING FINANCIAL VISION 

It is Father’s Day.  I am in my Heavenly Father’s house, my 
church, listening to our Priest as he speaks of our Heavenly 
Father and our earthly fathers.  I listen and think of the 
similarities.  Both fathers, first of all, love us.  Secondly, 
they guide us.  Thirdly, they have given us the message of 
life.  We are to take these lessons seriously as we lead our 
families, especially our children throughout our daily lives. 

I think back on my dad who passed away too early.  Then 
my stepdad, who lived to 97 years.  Each left examples 
for me to take forward to lead and teach my family.  Are 
we perfect in our attempts?  No.  But we do our very best 
and our heavenly father guides us and is present for our 
families to consult. 

 I say all of that to say this:  We must work at it but the 
results are great.  Look at your loving spouse, your children, 
grandchildren and fabulous great grandchildren.  What 
a blessing given to us all.  It is my belief that our Heavenly 
Father stands at all times to bless and guide us in all we do.  
We are only to listen and follow.  And so, on this Father’s 
Day, may God bless you and your families and continue to 
guide you on your daily examples.  

I hope to see you at the next HPROA meeting, second 
Thursday every month at 9:30 a.m.  We meet at the K.C. Hall 
on Whitney.  We’ll discuss Father’s Day and our blessings.

Till nxt time,
EJ

Father’s Day
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HPROA Event Calender:
October, November, and December 2018
Thursday, October 4, 2018
HPOU General Membership Meeting

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2018-ANNUAL HILL 
COUNTRY REUNION AT LADY BIRD PARK IN 
FREDERICKSBURG

Thursday, October 11, 2018
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, October 11, 2018
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, November 1, 2018
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, November 8, 2018
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, November 8, 2018
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting 

A BLESSED THANKSGIVING TO ALL FROM THE HPROA.

Thursday, December 6, 2018
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, December 13, 2018
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, December 13, 2018
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY AND HEALTHY 
NEW YEAR TO ALL FROM THE HPROA.

The Retired Badge October - November 2018 Edition

HPROA New Members: 
August and September 2018

August: 
Charlie Allbright, Donald Atkins, Ernest Cox, Greg Fremin, 
Rober Gunnells, Curtis Mobley, Mary Wilson, Jonathan 
Wyers, Mary Young.   Associate Member- William H. “Bill” 
Elliott.

September: 
Edward R. Diaz, Rochon B. Hall, Kerry R. Hassler, Melba 
Hogan, Loretta James, Betsy Kankel, Kenneth W. Longs, 
Wayne A. Wappes.  Associate Member finalized-William 
H. “Bill” Elliott.

Associate Member applications received:
D.V. McKaskel, sponsored by Nelson Foehner.
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I strive with all of the perspicacity 
that I can muster to keep my 
communications out of the realm of 
the amphigoric.  Yet, as time passes it 
becomes more difficult.

Hence the inclination to indulge in 
some of the more arcane subjects 
that hunters, fishermen, sportsmen, 
and public service people are apt to 
encounter in their travels and travails 
through this Vale of Tears becomes 
stronger as time goes on.

I don’t recall exactly how, in a recent 
conversation regarding the night shift 
radio patrol days of the mid-1960’s, 
the subject of syrup buckets came up.  
From the time of their invention in the 
19th Century their durability allowed 
them to be adapted for a myriad 
of tasks.  One of the most common 
was a lunch pail.  There are a lot of 
photos from many decades of miners 
in particular using them to carry their 
lunches.  My Dad and uncles and 
aunts and distant cousins used them 
to take their lunch to school.  I’m sure 
you have kin folks and know of others 
that did the same.

Also, in that conversation, the topic 
of how smells conjure up specific 
images -some good, some kind of 
neutral, and some bad.  That’s when 
the connection between the two 
subjects popped into my mind.

No working police officer from the era 
of the Harris County morgue being 
located in the basement of the old 
Ben Taub hospital will ever forget 
the super slow elevator and that 
overpowering sickly sweet smell of the 
disinfectant used there.  It permeated 
your clothes and papers with that 
morbid odor for hours after you left.  

Working evenings downtown and 
riding the Third Ward most nights, I 
spent more than my fair share of time 
checking bodies there, so I got to 
know the ME Investigators and dieners 
pretty well.

On one of my visits to that super 
chilled abode of the dead, a silver 
syrup bucket appeared on the tray 
with a white shrouded body as it 
was withdrawn from the cooler.  My 
curiosity was peaked when the diener 
carried the pail over to his desk.   I asked 
him what was in the bucket.  He said 
“My lunch” as he started unpacking 
it.  “Why the syrup can?” I asked.  “It’s 
the only thing I’ve found that will keep 
that smell from permeating my food.” 
he replied.   “Good idea” I quietly 
replied as my partner and I headed 
for the door, wondering if Eating with 
the Dead would be a good title for a 
book - or not.

You can’t bag a game animal if 
God doesn’t want you to have it, 
no matter what.  There was the time 
back in the early ‘80’s when I was 
shooting dove in a goat weed patch 
with my paternal grandfather’s old 
single barrel shotgun. 

At times called a Zulu shotgun, 
it’s one of the cheapest shotguns 
ever put on the market, selling for 
about $2.  They were converted 
from Napoleonic War muskets by 
cutting the breach area off and 
installing a Snider side swing breech 
block with a firing pin.  They were 
chambered for 12 gauge brass 
shells.  It was allegedly for sale in 
Africa to the natives for use as a 
“pot” gun, hence the nickname of 
Zulu but many ended up in Europe 
and the Americas as well.

[The included photos are not of my 
granddad’s gun but one like it that 
my Dad re-worked too.]

Continues on Page 13

The Shotgun Corner
By M. D. Beale, Jr.
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The old gun has no choke in the end of 
it so it was ideal for the close shooting 
I was having.  To load the gun the 
hammer is cocked, the breach block 
is flipped open to the right exposing 
the chamber and a shell put in.  The 
breach block is flipped closed and 
the gun is ready to fire.  To extract the 
fired shell the hammer’s cocked, the 
block flipped open and pulled back 
to extract the spent hull.  It’s not as 
awkward as it seems but it ain’t no 
automatic either.

The goat weed was high enough 
[and I was young enough] to kneel 
down and hide.  When the doves 
would float by I’d shoot one, go 
find it and head back to my place, 
reloading on the way.  I did this 11 
times in a row without missing.  The 
limit was 12 then.  

When the 12th one came in I had the 
breach open and was trying to get 
the shell chambered but couldn’t. 

I fumbled around with the shell, all 
the while watching the dove flutter 
right out front of me.  No matter how 
I tried to get the shell in the chamber 
it would hang up on something – until 
the dove finally fluttered off.  I was so 
flustered it took me three more tries 
to finish the limit.  I’ve never finished 
a mourning dove limit without missing.  
That was as close as I’ve ever come.

In Colorado my deer hunting 
buddy and I never missed a deer, 
almost.  One day we were hunting 
out of Mancos and I missed a deer 
that was closer than I realized by 
shooting over its back.  Working 
around to try to locate any sign I did 
hit the deer I heard him shoot…. just 
once.  That’s usually an indication 
that the deer is down.

I went around the hill, caught the jeep 
trail and headed back to the jeep all 
the while figuring I was going to have 
to spend the rest of my life listening to 
how I missed an easy shot.  

I saw him a good way ahead of 
me on the road walking toward 
the jeep, too.  I hollered asking 
where the deer was.  No answer.  
I asked twice more and when 
he didn’t answer we got into the 
jeep and started on down the 
trail.  Then it dawned on me that 
he’d missed too.  So, I asked and 
he said he had.  I asked how far 
the deer had been and he said 
about 40 yards.  I said, “Running?” 
and he said “Standing.”  I couldn’t 
believe it.  I said “How did you 
miss so close?”  He stopped the 
jeep and just pointed out of the 
driver’s window to a one-inch 
tree limb dangling down.  I said 
“Couldn’t you see that in your 
scope?”  He said “No”.  “Why?” I 
asked.  “Because it was a couple 
of inches in front of my muzzle 
when I pulled the trigger” he said.  
Go figure.

Continues from Page 12

Errands
Here I am again in the friendliest 
town in Texas, Tomball.  I am 
running errands for Delores. First I 
am to drop Beau at the groomers, 
then it’s Walmart time.  Then my 
cell phone jolts me to matters at 
home.  Delores is chastising me for 
failing to remind her she has used 
up her garden mix and potting soil.  
That’s serious as she is repotting root 
bound plants.  Well, I assure her that 
I will expand my list to include Home 
Depot after Beau is groomed and 
Walmart is visited and, oh yeah, 
the gas station as I am running on 
luck – the fumes are used up.  With 
all this going on, my stomach tells 
me it’s Whataburger time, so I run 
in, order a big breakfast and fresh 
coffee and enjoy the coolness. 

As I sit, I begin to notice people, 
as I often do.  The teens flirting 
and giggling.  The seniors, excuse 
me, rather the seniority folks 
calmly going about their business.  
They know what they want, get it 
and sit quietly.  Then comes the 
middle crowd in a hurry.  They 
need to feed the young’uns, run 
by Walmart, pick up ice and beer, 
and head to wherever to enjoy 
the weekend before it’s gone.  
Man, all that makes me tired.  I 
finish my meal, speak to some 
seniors and head over to get 
Beau.  Then I’ll continue errands 
and wait for further instructions.  

How’s your day going?  Is any of 
this familiar?  I am really looking 
forward to morning.  It will be 
Sunday and church time.  I will 
enjoy the quietness and the 
chance to reflect.  

Till next time, happy trails and will 
see you at the HPROA meeting on 
the second Thursday each month.

Till nxt time,
EJ
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As many of you have read through 
the years, Chuck Smith and I loved to 
banter back and forth with each other 
in our Retired Badge articles.  

Chuck was a founding member of 
HPROA, a long-time director of that 
organization, and he and Dot chaired 
the Crockett HPROA reunion for many 
years.  He also wrote articles for a 
number of years about his capers not 
only with Leroy and Clyde, his long-
time good neighbors near Crockett, 
but also about the many travels he 
and his loving wife Dot experienced 
in their travel trailers and motor 
homes.  Dot also wrote OUT AND 
ABOUT WITH DOT, which our readers 
also thoroughly enjoyed.  

His promotion to Captain took him 
to the Burglary and Theft Division, 
where I believe he retired from in 
1980.  He and Dot moved their son 
and daughter to the rural area near 
Lovelady, Texas.

This writer asked Dot if she thought 
it was OK to run some of Chuck’s 
articles.  She immediately told me 
it was just fine with her and that she 
would enjoy reading them again. 
Below is one of this that I located in 
my archives and I will periodically 
include one of them in the Retired 
Badge as space permits.  Here’s to 
you,  our old Friend Chuck.

After they moved to Bandera and then 
to Ingram as Chuck’s health continued 
to decline from his diabetes, Chuck 
changed the name of his column from 
TALES FROM THE PINEY WOODS  to TALES 
FROM THE HILL COUNTRY. 

Sadly enough, Chuck passed away on 
June 12, 2018.  Funeral services were 
held from the Callaway-Allee Funeral 
Home in Crockett on Friday, June 15, 
2018.  Burial followed at the Guiceland 
Cemetery near Grapeland, Texas.  
Chuck was 83 years of age.  Chuck 
served HPD as a street Officer, then as 
a Vice Investigator.  After promoting 
to Detective, he served in the 
Homicide Division until his promotion 
to Lieutenant took him to the Juvenile 
and then the Recruiting Divisions.  

Charles E. (Chuck) Smith, 1935-2018

The Piney Woods Report
By Chuck Smith

Well folks, it’s another great day here 
in the Piney Woods. We still need 
some rain but aside from that all is 
well.  Things are still quiet around here. 
I never see Clyde much anymore 
cause he is still working out of town 
and  LeRoy has been keeping a low 
profile. He did sell his boat and so far, 
has not made another purchase of 
a “needed” toy. I am trying to talk 
him into buying a bulldozer. I think I 
would have a lot to write about if he 
had one, seeing how much damage 
he can do with just a tractor.
 
They are widening the loop around 
Crockett. It sure has been a mess while 
they are working on it but it sure will be 
nice when they finish. I think we may, just 
may, be coming into the 21st Century. 
We are going to have a brand new 
Junior College, they are going to put in 
a Bio-Fuel plant that will use grain and 
chicken litter to make Bio-Fuel. 

We have a Subway, Sonic, McDonalds, 
What-A-Burger, Wal-Mart and 3 donut 
shops. Now if that is not living high on 
the hog, I don’t know what is..
 
Dot just had another birthday. The 
ole gal wasn’t too happy about 
it but after thinking about the 
alternative she decided it wasn’t 
so bad after all. She didn’t want 
me to take her out for dinner for 
her birthday, said we would make 
up for it when we went on our 
next trip.  I bet that will cost me. 
We have been tied down for the 
past couple of months but boy, 
am I going to make up for lost 
time. We are leaving next week 
for the Hill Country and plan on 
staying 2-3 weeks. People keep 
asking why I go to the Hill Country 
so much and my answer is simple, 
I like it over there...

I talked to Harry Hall the other day. 
Most of you “old heads” should 
remember Harry.  

We weren’t partners, but worked 
the same shift. Harry retired and 
went to work for Dr. Joe at the M.E.’s 
office. It was really good talking to 
Harry and Ginny. He is one of the 
few folks I know that is older than Tut 
Rich. I also talked to Bobby Foster 
yesterday and we got to talking 
about Jesse Baker and some of 
the things he used to get into and 
most likely still does. If any of you 
see Jesse, ask him about his trip into 
Canada in his Motorhome.
 
I was asked one time by a smartass  
young guy how it felt to be  a “has 
been” and I told him a damn site better 
than being a “never was”......
 

Chuck
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The	HPOU	457	Deferred	Comp	Fixed	Interest	Rate	is	currently	at	3.65%!	

	

HPOU	and	Public	Safety	Financial	Group	recently	negotiated	a	vendor	change	on	the	HPOU	457	Deferred	
Comp	Plan.	 	 In	doing	so,	we	were	able	 to	 receive	a	Fixed	 Interest	Rate	of	3.65%.	 	This	 is	 substantially	
higher	than	the	competing	City	of	Houston	457	Deferred	Comp	Fixed	Rate.	 	Any	money	rolled	into	the	
HPOU	457	Plan	beginning	July	1,	2018	will	receive	this	rate	at	least	through	December	31,	2019.		With	
rising	interest	rates,	it	is	possible	for	this	rate	to	increase,	however,	it	will	not	decrease.	
	
For	those	of	you	who	are	unfamiliar	with	the	HPOU	457	Deferred	Compensation	Plan,	we	began	offering	
this	 in	 2006	 as	 a	 benefit	 to	 you,	 our	members.	 	 City	 of	Houston	 offers	 a	 plan	 for	 all	 City	 employees,	
however,	 with	 the	 complexities	 of	 the	 Police	 Pension	 and	 your	 unique	 financial	 planning	 needs,	 we	
lobbied	for	a	high	service	financial	planning	group	to	work	with	you.		Public	Safety	Financial	Group	won	
the	bid	 to	offer	 these	 services.	 	 Through	Public	 Safety	 Financial	Group	and	 their	 team	of	 advisors,	 an	
active	or	retired	officer	cannot	only	receive	advice	concerning	the	457	Deferred	Comp	plan	but	can	also	
plan	 in	 areas	 of	 Insurance,	 Investment,	 Education,	 and	 all	 other	 aspects	 of	 Retirement	 Planning.	 	 In	
addition,	Brian	Craft,	President	of	Public	Safety	Financial,	has	worked	with	hundreds	of	retiring	officers	
to	advise	on	Phase	Down	planning,	DROP	investing,	and	Pension	analysis.		As	negotiated	in	our	contract,	
comprehensive	financial	planning	meetings	are	offered	as	a	free	service	to	all	active	and	retired	HPOU	
members.		More	information	on	the	HPOU	457	plan	and	services	offered	through	Public	Safety	Financial	
Group	can	be	found	on	their	website	at	publicsafety457.com,	by	calling	their	office	at	832-200-3440,	or	
e-mailing	them	at	hpou457@publicsafetyfg.com.	
	
To	sign	up	for	the	plan	and	transfer	your	assets	you	can	call	Public	Safety	Financial	Group	at	832-200-
3440,	 e-mail	 at	hpou457@publicsaftyfg.com	 	 or	 drop	by	 the	office	 at	 1710	 State	 Street.	 	 If	 you	have	
funds	in	the	457	fixed	investment,	I	would	encourage	you	to	reach	out	to	Public	Safety	Financial	Group	
to	discuss	their	enhanced	rate	option.	
	
	
Thank	you,	
Joe	Gamaldi	
HPOU	President	
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

(713) 628-6086

NOV
1, 1936   Joan A. Fain
1, 1942   Joe L. Oatis
2, 1946   Judy Harrison
2, 1953   Carole Swannie
5, 1960   Estella and K.L. Smith
5, 1962   Pat & Wayne Williams
7, 1956   Carl & Kathy Ruffino
11th   Kay Easterling
11th   Billie Shelton
11th   Ed Whitehead
12, 1935  Bob Olson
13th   Judy Smith
13th   Carman Brumley
15, 1994  Nancy & Jerry Chrisman
16, 1945  Willie Harrison
16th   Georgia Gibson
18, 1958  Margie & Randy Sillavan
18th   Jerry Chrisman
20, 1973  Jo and Ken DeFoor

2, 1996   Sue & Nelson Foehner
6th   Guy McMenemy
7th   Don Gibson
8, 1959   Lil & Weldon Tiedt
9, 1991   Bebe & Bill Elkin
11, 1950  Margarete & Ed. Brossman
11, 1960  Kenneth & Beverly Ross
11th   Debbie Artz
11, 1943  M.C. Dignowity
12, 1933  Darrell Adams
15th   Steve Toth
18th   Kari Toth
18th    M.D.& Dawn Egbert
21, 1931  Lloyd H. Smith
23, 1930  D.I. Baker
23, 1941  E.W. Godfrey
24, 1952  Ed Swannie
25th   Virginia Hall
29th   Sharlot J. Sumner
29th   Sheila Gratz

OCT
23, 1942  Jerry DeFoor
23, 1942  Mary Lou Tharling
23, 1960  John & Tina Gonzales
24th   Sue Foehner
24, 1958  Joan and Billy Fain
26, 1932  Constance Ann Zoch
27, 1929  Leroy N. Zoch
29, 1938  Anthony (Tony) Vento
29, 1939  Dorothy Roberts
30, 1924  Ike Shelburne
31, 1924  Arden W. Lynch
31, 1966  Sheila and Jim Gratz



Star * Dot * Star Computer Consulting
(In business since 1992)

Computer Repairs, Malware and Virus removal
Networking and Printer install, Data Recovery and more!

Ed Cuccia
713.974.0074

edcuccia@star-dot-star.biz
www.star-dot-star.biz

HPD RETIRED Class of 78       Don’t trust your computer to a stranger!
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Membership Application and Benefits 
information on page 25

Mobile Cop Shop

MOBILE COP SHOP
SINCE 1990

SUPPLIES FOR THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

mobilecopshop.com - for schedule

SPRING, TEXAS
(281) 353-5329

J.R. KNOTT
MOBILE (713) 822-8160

Law Enforcement prices on 
Smith & Wesson and Sig Sauer

Duplicate badges -- 
full or wallet size
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Floyd Taylor Deloach Jr. was born in 
Houston on October 20, 1936. He 
attended Ben Milam Elementary 
School, Washington Junior High and 
Reagan High School, graduating 
from Reagan in 1955. After serving 
his country in the United States Army 
for two years, he joined the Houston 
Police Department on September 14, 
1959, graduating from Police Cadet 
Class No. 22 on December 16, 1959.  
He was elected by his classmates to be 
the class secretary. His first assignment 
was in the Accident Division.

The following chain of events was pieced 
together from newspaper accounts 
as well as with the able assistance of 
retired Homicide Lieutenant Chester 
Massey, a supervisor assigned to assist 
in the coordination of the Deloach 
investigation.   

On Wednesday night, June 30, 1965, 
Officer Deloach reported to his extra 
job at the North Shepherd Bowling 
Lanes, 650 West Crosstimbers at North 
Shepherd. His hours there were from 
7 p.m. until 11 p.m. His duties were 
to patrol the parking lot and provide 
security for customers’ vehicles. There 
were no immediate eyewitnesses 
to what happened. About 11 p.m., 
a customer leaving the lanes found 
Officer Deloach lying on the deserted 
west side of the parking lot. He had 
been shot twice in the head, once 
in the abdomen and three times in 
his hands. An ambulance took him 
to Heights Hospital where he died at 
11:20 p.m. He was twenty-eight.  

The initial investigation determined 
that the officer’s service revolver and 
personal vehicle were missing. 

Investigators quickly obtained 
registration information and by 11:45 
p.m. a statewide pickup bulletin was 
broadcast for the officer’s vehicle. 
Within an hour, Texas Highway 
Patrol put roadblocks in place on 
every major highway leading out of 
Houston.

About midnight, a hysterical woman 
with two small children ran to a 
farmer’s house on Rhodes Road near 
Spring Steubner Road in Northwest 
Harris County. The woman, Mary 
Davis, told the farmer that her 
husband had shot a policeman and 
had beaten her up. She further stated 
that her husband picked her up at 
the Houston Motor Inn at 5805 North 
Shepherd and told her that he “had 
to get out of here fast.” Mrs. Davis’ 
husband, Donald, in a fit of rage and 
covered with blood from the waist 
up, beat her and forced her and their 
children to get in a car she had never 
seen before. After driving aimlessly 
for nearly an hour, Davis got out of 
the car to relieve himself and when 
he did, Mary Davis drove off and left 
him. When the car quit running, she 
got out and ran to the farmhouse. 

Houston police initiated a massive 
manhunt for Donald Davis, who was 
on foot. By midmorning the next 
day, two Piper Cub airplanes, ten 
bloodhounds and a dozen mounted 
officers were searching for this killer in 
an area between Tomball and Spring 
in the Jackrabbit Road/Spring Creek 
corridor. This part of Harris County was 
significantly different from the more 
thickly populated area it grew to be 
in the early years of the new century. 
In 1965, it was far away from the bright 
lights of even the Houston suburbs, 
consisting primarily of farms, oil fields 
and scattered farmhouses. 

While the search for the killer was 
conducted, an investigation of the 
crime scene revealed that a witness 
had seen a red-haired man in the 
officer’s car about 10:35 p.m. A wallet 
with Davis’ identification was found at 
the scene. The description provided 
by this witness fit that of Donald Jay 
Davis (White Male, 21), who was 
found to be wanted on a robbery 
charge from Abilene. Throughout the 
evening and night of July 1 the search 
for Donald Davis intensified, but with 
no results. Then, on Friday, just after 
7 a.m., the suspect walked into the 
Town and Country Beauty Salon in 
Huffsmith, just outside of Tomball. He 
asked Mrs. Berniece Jolly if he could 
use the phone. She recognized Davis, 
got scared but allowed him to call 
Houston.

Officer J. W. Haines in the City Jail took 
the call and immediately learned 
Davis’ location. Haines motioned 
for someone else to call Homicide 
and get some units en route. He 
kept Davis on the line with small talk 
and eventually the authorities got to 
Huffsmith and arrested him. Davis also 
surrendered his gun as well as Officer 
Deloach’s weapon.

Mrs. Jolly did her part in assisting law 
enforcement officers. At one point, 
when it seemed that Davis was 
getting antsy and might walk off, she 
offered to give him a haircut. When 
he accepted her offer, he calmed 
down. The beauty operator’s move 
bought HPD just enough time, too. 

Continues on Page 19

By Nelson Zoch

Lone Woman Juror Saves the Man who Killed
Officer Floyd T. Deloach Jr. from Death Penalty 

June 30, 1965
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President Alan Helfman

Call President Alan Helfman

Chrysler • Jeep • Dodge • Ram

One newspaper account of 
this incident was particularly 
enlightening. This was one year 
before the infamous “Miranda ruling” 
that would have an everlasting 
effect on American policing. The 
article began, “For the first time that 
veteran law officers in Harris County 
can remember, an arrested crime 
suspect was taken ‘forthwith before 
the nearest magistrate’ Friday and 
was provided an attorney without 
being questioned.” It continued 
to say that this unprecedented 
procedure was carried out by 
the men working under Homicide 
Captain L. D. Morrison Jr. at the 
suggestion of District Attorney Frank 
Briscoe. Donald Davis was willing 
to place in writing his version of the 
events leading up to the death of 
Officer Deloach.

Captain Morrison assigned veteran 
Homicide Lieutenant Massey to 
personally interrogate the suspect. 
Under Massey’s intense questioning, 
the suspect stated that he left his 
pregnant wife and two small children 
at their motel to “rob something and 
get some money.” When Deloach 
halted him on the parking lot and 
asked him for some identification, he 
felt that the officer would soon find 
out about the Abilene robbery.

When Davis saw Deloach had a gun, 
he pulled out his own pistol with the 
intension of kidnapping the officer 
by taking his car and putting him in 
the trunk. However, Officer Deloach 
reacted to Davis’ gun in his face by 
pulling his own sidearm. The two men 
struggled over the gun before it went 
off “accidentally.” Davis’ account 
did not explain the number of shots 
that struck and killed the officer.

Funeral services were held at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, July 3, 1965 at the Forest Park 
Funeral Home with burial following at 
the Forest Park Lawndale Cemetery. 
Officer Deloach was survived by his 
wife of nine years, JoAnn Deloach, and 
two daughters, five-year-old Terri Lynn 
and twenty-three-month-old Tracey 
Lee. Also surviving were his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Deloach, Sr., sisters 
Beulah Pittman, Ethel Petersen, Alta 
Wells and Evelyn Bearden, as well as 
one brother, Gilbert Nelson.

Donald Jay Davis went on trial in 
September 1966 for murder in the 
death of Officer Deloach. The state 
sought the death penalty. However, 
the jury of ten men and two women 
were not allowed to hear evidence in 
connection with the Abilene robbery.

Continues from Page 18

Continues on Page 20
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Newspaper accounts of the 
trial revealed that the jury was 
deadlocked, as there was one woman 
who would not vote for the death 
penalty under any circumstances. 
She felt that “Davis was a good boy 
who had just chanced to get into 
trouble.” Finally, the rest of the jury 
gave in to her wishes and convicted 
Davis of murder and sentenced him 
to life imprisonment.

Luck was on the cop killer’s side. The 
“overcrowding” conditions during this 
period in Texas history along with the 
resulting rules inflicted upon the Texas 
Department of Corrections by U. S. 
District Judge William Wayne Justice, 
Davis was allowed an early parole. 

On July 26, 1983, he was paroled 
to Coleman County, near Abilene, 
having been in custody just over 
eighteen years. No evidence 
existed to indicate that Davis had 
had further problems with the law. 
Without an offense report, it was 
impossible to identify the primary 
investigators in this offense. Quite 
likely the entire Homicide Division 
participated in some aspect of the 
investigation and stayed on the 
case until it was brought together 
and wrapped up.

While Donald Davis was seemingly 
“free,” Officer Floyd Deloach’s 
family lived on with the memories of 
their loved one taken from them at 
such a young age. Jo Ann Deloach 
resided and worked in the Houston 
area in 2000 as did both daughters, 
Terri Lynn and Tracey Lee. Floyd’s 
parents both died as did his sisters 
Beulah, Ethel and Alta and his 
brother, Gilbert. Sister Evelyn also 
resided in the Houston area. 

Nelson J. Zoch

Continues on Page 21

Continues from Page 19

Added Information to the Line of Duty 
Death of Officer Floyd Deloach

Tracy and Terri had already made 
all of the necessary arrangements 
but were at a loss as to who to call 
with HPD.  I am very glad she thought 
of me.  She indicated to me that 
their Mom had no grandchildren 
nor any other close relatives and 
requested if I could arrange some 
HPD pallbearers.  I immediately told 
her Yes, I would work on it.  

My first phone calls were to Jorge 
Lucero in HPD Family Assistance and 
then to Nelson Foehner with HPROA 
Family Assistance.  Neither were aware 
of Mrs. Deloach’s death.  They both 
took care of their respective duties.  
Our thanks to both.  One of my next 
phone calls was to Retired Lieutenant 
E.J. Smith, whom I felt would have 
possibly known Officer Deloach.  E.J. 
did know him.  I did not have the 
pleasure of knowing the slain Officer 
as he was killed in 1965, nearly three 
years to my arriving at HPD.

With several phone calls between us 
and with the tremendous assistance 
of E.J., contact was made on very 
short notice and we had six retired 
Officers committed to help carry this 
fine lady to her final resting place 
next to her dear husband.

With the help of Jim Ashby, two 
notifications were made via the 
HPROA website of the service times.  
Even with short notice, we were able 
to get this information out.  E.J., Roger 
Dickson, Doug Hudson, J.W. Williams, 
Charlie Berryman, and Nelson Zoch 
were given this honor.  Also attending 
the service were Jim St.John, John 
Harlan, Retired Sgt. Bickel, and 
two more retired Officers both of 
whom knew Officer Deloach-Fred 
Walschburger and Doug Bostock.  If I 
missed anyone, I sincerely apologize 
as this HPD turnout meant very much 
to Terri and Tracey.

Mrs. Jo Ann Deloach passed away 
on July 18, 2018 at the age of 79.  
She was the widow of HPD Officer 
Floyd Taylor Deloach, who was shot 
and KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY on 
June 30, 1965.  She is survived by 
her daughters Terri Lynn and Tracey 
Lee, who were five years old and 23 
months old respectively when their 
father was killed.  Also, by son-in-law 
Wade Jones and a brother Donnie 
Smith and his family.

Services were held at the Christ 
Church Baptist Fellowship, 12501 
Champion Forest Drive in northwest 
Harris County on Wednesday, July 25.  
Burial took place later that day next 
to her deceased husband at Forest 
Park Lawndale Cemetery.

This writer was contacted on 
Monday, July 23 by Tracey.  I had the 
pleasure of meeting Mrs. Deloach 
and Terri and Tracy a number of 
years ago.  Fine folks. 
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Continues from Page 20

One retired Officer at the church was not able to 
attend the graveside service at Forest Park Lawndale.  
However, retired HPD Honor Guard Sergeant Bruce 
Johnson arrived and filled in.

There were several items of information learned from this 
experience that I feel should be passed on for general 
information:

I: I learned from HPD Honor Guard Sergeant Jim 
Armstrong that the HPD Standard Operating 
Procedures calls for an Honor Guard presence (nothing 
ceremonial) at the service (if requested) of a LINE OF 
DUTY SPOUSE.  It is likely that very few knew of this 
procedure.  The HPD Honor Guard sent one uniformed 
Officer to attend the church service.

II:  Also, Terri and Tracey very much desired to have an 
HPD escorted procession to honor their MOM after what 
she endured after the loss of her loved one in 1965.  

Unfortunately, the funeral home handling this 
matter would not allow such a request.  It was their 
position that due to injuries suffered during previous 
processions, they do not allow such for any procession 
inside the Beltway 8.  The family could not persuade 
this funeral home to provide this service.  So be it.

May God bless Terri and Tracey and their loved ones.

 Nelson Zoch

Human Resources Benefits
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
832.393.6000  888.205.9266
benefits@Houstontx.gov
cityofhoustonbenefits.org

CIGNA
832.393.6000   888.205.9266
800.997.1406
cityofhoustonserviceinquiries@cigna.com
mycigna.com
  

DELTA DENTAL
DHMO   844.282.7637
DPPO   855.242.1549
deltadentalins.com/
cityofhoustonbenefits.org 

SUPERIOR VISION
800.507.3800
866.265.0517
superiorvision.com

Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
Family Assistance Unit:

Senior Police Officers Jennifer Smesny, 713-308-1237 and 
Jorge R. Lucero, 713-308-1240.

If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center, 
713-308-1500.

Burial Fund:

832-969-9099.   Leave message for someone to contact you.
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In another article in this month’s 
Retired Badge, I discussed some of the 
insurance changes coming our way 
that we were notified of at the Health 
Benefits Advisory Committee (HBAC).  
There is another change that I wanted 
to detail separately wherein the City 
has expanded a health monitoring 
program that includes a Fitbit that 
was previously for active employees, 
now allowing retirees enrolling in a 
pilot program to obtain a Fitbit device 
at no cost whatsoever.    

As retirees, we are aware that our pre-
Medicare insurance rates significantly 
increase after retirement, especially 
after leaving Phase-Down.  The primary 
reason for this is due to the higher 
medical costs associated with retirees 
and their spouses. For some time, 
the City has offered active officers 
a generous discount on insurance if 
they complete a health assessment.

It only makes sense that retirees should 
participate in the health assessment 
because this assists in identifying 
health issues before they become 
serious.  Last year, I brought this up 
in the HBAC and asked that retirees 
be awarded the same insurance 
discounts given to active officers ($600. 
for the officer and $300 additional for 
a spouse).  The City recently agreed 
to look at rolling it out over a three-
year period, with the first year allowing 
voluntary  participation, the second 
year incentives for completing the 
assessment (gift cards, etc.), and 
full implementation in the third year.  
This is a similar roll-out that the City 
employed initially for active officers, 
and then for spouses.  

Accordingly, an abbreviated Fitbit 
program for active employees has 
been approved as a pilot program 
for retirees.   I announced this in 
the HPROA monthly meeting, and 
we were able to field a group of 14 
officers for the first team. 

 The participants will receive either 
a black or pink Fitbit of their choice 
and be required to report to all of the 
fellow team members their progress as 
a motivation tool to exercise.  I called 
the City and received authorization 
for a second team.  If any retiree, or 
their spouse, is interested in obtaining 
a free Fitbit, and will commit to 
syncing it on a daily basis on the Fitbit 
platform (this is really easy), and will 
participate in Fitbit challenges on a 
weekly or monthly basis (you set the 
goal…10,000, 5,000, 2,000 etc. steps a 
day), contact me as soon as possible 
on my email:
houmalta@sbcglobal.net

We have been capped at these two 
teams as an experiment in order to 
evaluate if retirees will use this device.  
I am confident that we will!  I will 
enroll the first 10 retirees and/or their 
spouses in the order that I receive 
your request.  Call or email me with 
any questions.

Free Fitbits Available to Retirees
By  Anthony Kivela

Granny Tells It Like It Is!
He can’t build a normal relationship 
with anyone, and his law practice 
is one of the worst in the entire 
state.  Not to mention he cheated 
on his wife with three different 
women.  One of them was your 
wife.  Yes, I know him.”

The defense attorney nearly died.

The judge asked both counselors to 
approach the bench and, in a very 
quiet voice, said, “If either of you idiots 
asks her if she knows me, I’ll send you 
both to the electric chair.”

You think you’re a big shot when you 
haven’t the brains to realize you’ll 
never amount to anything more than a 
two-bit paper pusher.  Yes, I know you.”

The lawyer was stunned.  Not knowing 
what else to do, he pointed across 
the room and asked, “Mrs. Jones, do 
you know the defense attorney?”

She again replied, “Why yes, I do.  
I’ve known Mr. Bradley since he was 
a youngster, too.  He’s lazy, bigoted, 
and he has a drinking problem. 

Lawyers should never ask a Georgia 
grandma a question if they aren’t 
prepared for the answer.

In a trial, a Southern small-town 
prosecuting attorney called his first 
witness, a grandmotherly, elderly 
woman to the stand.  He approached 
her and asked, “Mrs. Jones, do you 
know me?”  She responded, “Why, 
yes, I do know you, Mr. Williams.  
I’ve known you since you were a 
boy, and frankly, you’ve been a 
big disappointment to me.  You lie, 
you cheat on your wife, and you 
manipulate people and talk about 
them behind their backs.  
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The Houston Police Burial Fund 
will have its annual meeting 
on Thursday January 10, 2019 
at 11:00 a.m. at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall located at 607 
E. Whitney in Houston, Texas. All 
members of the Burial Fund are 
invited to attend.

Board of Trustee positions 4, 5, and 
6 will be elected at this meeting. To 
run for a trustee position, one must 
be a member of the Burial Fund 
in good standing for at least two 
years and be present at the annual 
membership meeting, except as 
otherwise provided by the bylaws. 
Nominations will be taken from the 
floor at the meeting.

Lastly, for those who are not 
financially relying on the 
Fund to bury them, consider 
naming the Fund itself as your 
beneficiary. You may also 
want to consider naming the 
Fund as your beneficiary on a 
life insurance policy that your 
family no longer needs.

All of these measures are directed 
towards having a strong fund 
to help bury officers of limited 
means when their time comes.

You may submit questions or 
comments by emailing jay.
gause@ctrcc.com.

Retired Lieutenant Jay Gause 
is the president of the Houston 
Police Burial Fund.

By Jay Gause

Houston Police Burial Fund 
2019 Annual Meeting

The Board has set trustee 
meetings for 2019 on the 
following Thursdays: March 7 
and September 5 at 12:30 p.m. 
in the HPOU Director’s room and 
May 9 at 11:00 a.m. at the KofC 
Hall on E. Whitney. Members 
are welcome to address the 
board or ask questions during 
these meetings.

There are several ways that retired 
officers can help strengthen the 
Burial Fund. First, remember the 
Fund in your will.

Secondly, advise your spouse 
to encourage donations to the 
Fund in lieu of flowers at the time 
of your death.

Killed in the Line of Duty
October November

October 18, 1912  Joseph R. Free

October 18, 1933  Harry T. Mereness

October 26, 1972  Jerry Leon Spruill

October 10, 1975  Richard H. (Roho) Calhoun

October 2, 1980  Victor Ray Wells III

October 26, 2005  Rueben B. Deleon

November 8, 1937 Adolph Martial

November 30, 1955 Frank Kellogg

November 26, 1969 Kenneth Wayne Moody

November 10, 1989 Florentino M. Garcia

November 25, 1990 John A. Salvaggio

November 12, 1994 David M. Healy
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HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED
OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 130787

Houston, TX 77219

Phone/Fax (713) 802-2967

OR Toll Free 1-866-856-7252
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HPROA Benefits
In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD 
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers 
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired 
officers to have the same type of organized representation that 
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired 
officers an official organization to represent them regarding 
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits. 

The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers 
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization. 
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with 
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being: 
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical 
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.

The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from 
within its membership and answers only to the membership of 
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?

Membership Benefits
I.   ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension 
benefits  
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL 
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers 
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by  sponsoring reunions 
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA 
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor 
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception 

IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need 
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of 
deceased member 
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect 
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the 
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the 
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and 
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of 
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit 
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s 
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in 
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and 
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at 
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official 
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting 
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607 
E. Whitney.

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper. 
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.

Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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By Nelson Zoch

Robbery Suspects on Yale Murder
Officer Johnny Bamsch in Cold Blood 

January 30, 1975

Lawyers should never ask a Georgia 
grandma a question if they aren’t 
prepared for the answer.

Being regular partners, they were assigned to 
Unit No. 1161. On this particular night, Johnny 
was “on the ground” and Jim was driving. 

Just prior to 1 a.m., they were on patrol, 
driving south in the 4600 block of Yale. 
Bamsch observed some suspicious 
activity at the 7-Eleven Store on the 
northeast corner of Yale and Norview. 
He alerted Ellis, who made a left turn 
into a service station parking lot on the 
southeast corner of that intersection. They 
both observed a black male leaving the 
store, as well as a vehicle moving slowly 
west on Norview toward Yale and then 
turning onto Yale, going north. 

At this point, Officer Bamsch got out of 
the patrol car and approached this man, 
who was apparently headed toward this 
suspicious vehicle.  This vehicle then left, 
leaving the #1 suspect behind to confront 
Officer Bamsch.  The vehicle was going  north 
on Yale. Ellis drove on to Yale to follow the 
suspect vehicle and, after traveling just half 
a block, heard gunshots. He immediately 
turned around and saw Officer Johnny 
Bamsch wounded and on the ground. 

Officer Ellis, seeing the suspect on the 
ground but holding a gun, used his 
shotgun, firing three shots, wounding the 
suspect.   He put out an “Assist the Officer” 
on the radio and other units responded.  
The first officers on the scene were W.R. 
Elsbury and R.L. Doyle.  Emergency 
medical personnel from the Houston Fire 
Department rushed Bamsch to nearby 
Parkway Hospital, but he was dead on 
arrival.  He was twenty-seven years old.

Officer Johnny Terrell Bamsch was survived 
by his wife Cindy Bamsch and his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Bamsch.

Lawyers should never ask a Georgia 
grandma a question if they aren’t 
prepared for the answer.

Johnny Terrell Bamsch was born in 
Houston, Texas, on September 10, 1947. 
He attended Our Savior Lutheran School 
for eight years, Black Junior High and 
Waltrip High School, where he graduated 
in 1965. On December 2, 1965, Johnny 
joined the United States Marine Corps. 
This was during the massive military 
buildup in Vietnam and Johnny served 
his country proudly there for two tours of 
duty.  He was hospitalized at one time 
during those tours for shell shock. He was 
honorably discharged on September 5, 
1968, after which time he attended Sam 
Houston State University and graduated 
from there with a degree in 1973.  

Johnny joined the Houston Police 
Department by way of Academy Class 
#55, which began training on June 12, 
1972, and graduated on September 30, 
1972.  He proudly wore Badge #1388.   
His wife,  Cindy Bamsch,  fully supported 
Johnny’s decision to join the Houston 
Police Department . He spent the next 
two and a half years assigned to the North 
Shepherd Substation, night shift Radio 
Patrol.   Policing was a job that Johnny 
truly loved. In a comment to his parents 
not long before his death, he said that 
he would “always be a policeman.” Little 
did Cindy and  Mr. and Mrs. Bamsch  and 
later, Mandy, know the impact his choice 
to serve his city as a police officer would 
have on their lives and his.

On Wednesday night, January 29, 1975, 
Officers Johnny Bamsch and J. D. “Pops” 
Ellis reported for duty as usual on the night 
shift at the North Shepherd Substation. 

Also mourning his death were his 
grandparents, Mrs. E.A. Bamsch of 
Houston, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Pigg of 
Lufkin and his great-grandmother, Mrs. 
Ida Lambert, also of Lufkin.  Pat H. Foley 
Funeral Home, 1200 W. 34th, was in 
charge of arrangements.  Visitation was 
held at that location until 1200 hours on 
Friday, after which time visitation was 
continued at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
4425 N. Shepherd, on Friday, January 31, 
1975. Funeral services were held from 
there at 2:00pm with the Reverend John 
P. Schulze officiating.  Burial followed at 
Rosewood Cemetery near Humble.

Pallbearers for this slain street officer were 
fellow Officers Jim Ellis, D.W. Thompson, Danny 
Wendt, Bill Elsbury, and friends Roy Horn, Bill 
Laurenson, J.D. Spencer, and Larry Tyree.

The Homicide Division responded in force 
and of course, North Shepherd Patrol units 
were on standby ready, willing and able 
to lend any assistance necessary to bring 
to justice their friend and fellow Officer.    
Homicide Lieutenant Tim McCormick 
made the scene and assigned Detectives 
Earl Haring and Tom Klawiter to the scene 
investigation and Detective David B. 
Massey to the hospital.  

The investigation determined that 
both officers had apparently shot the 
wounded suspect.  Richard Delain Kyles 
(African-American Male, 18) was taken 
to Ben Taub General Hospital under 
police guard. He survived his wounds. 
Information was developed and the 
driver of the getaway car was Robert Lee 
Thomas (African-American Male, 30). An 
around the clock manhunt to Thomas 
began and a large of number of other 
Homicide and Robbery detectives were 
assigned to find him. 

Continues on Page 27
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Of course, patrol officers in all parts of 
the city, especially North Shepherd Acres 
Homes units were checking out leads 
as to Thomas’ whereabouts.   The stolen 
vehicle Thomas used to flee the scene was 
recovered. In the meantime, Both Kyles and 
Thomas were charged with capital murder.

On the next day, Accident Lieutenant 
W.G. Eickenhorst, a former Homicide 
detective, located the vehicle used in 
this offense.  Officers R.B. Carbo and 
C.P. Hall received information from the 
dispatcher regarding a vehicle believed 
to be occupied by Robert Lee Thomas.  
This vehicle was stopped and Thomas 
fled on foot.  Officers chased and 
captured him and upon returning to the 
traffic stop location, learned that the 
vehicle had fled the scene with several 
occupants.  That vehicle was located 
and those parties were arrested.  A stolen 
weapon taken from a police officer in 
Livingston, Texas was recovered also.  It 
was later determined that the weapon 
found at the scene used to shoot Officer 
Bamsch was purchased by Thomas 
earlier in the same month.

In August 1975, a jury found Robert Lee 
Thomas guilty of the crime and sentenced 
him to life imprisonment. He was paroled 
in 1988, but the parole was revoked 
in 1989. He remained confined in the 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice. His 
parole eligibility date was in November 
1994. However,  his parole was denied. 
With a projected release date classified 
as “undetermined,” he was housed in the 
Ellis Unit in Huntsville.

In April 1976, a jury gave Richard Kyles, 
the triggerman, a life sentence. He 
was reviewed for parole on several 
occasions. Johnny’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Bamsch, as well as many 
of Johnny’s friends, were active in 
opposing this parole. Due greatly to 
their appearances before the Parole 
Board and through petition campaigns, 
this parole was not granted. Kyles was 
confined at the Ramsey Unit No. 1 in 
Rosharon. His projected release date 
also was classified as “undetermined.”

This investigation was brought to a 
successful conclusion and was the result 
of an all-out team effort by the Homicide 
and Robbery Divisions.  Assisting in various 
stages of the investigation from the 
Homicide Division were D.R. James, D.R. 
Bostock, D.R. Spurlock, P.C. Kainer, E.R. 
Dennis, J.M. Donovan, and N.J. Zoch.  
Working the robbery cases against these 
two hijackers were J.J. Orlando, R.J. 
Jeske, W.W. Markert, W.L. Burkham, J.O. 
Parker, and J.R. Williams.

Officer Jim “Pops” Ellis continued his HPD 
career. He was nearly thirty-three years 
old when he joined the Houston Police 
Department in late 1969. Being much 
older than most new officers, he became 
respectfully known to the younger officers 
as “Pops.” Ellis was later promoted to 
sergeant and after working in Radio 
Patrol for several years, found his niche 
in the Narcotics Division. He had served 
more than twenty-eight years in HPD and 
was still assigned to the Narcotics Division 
when he died suddenly of a heart attack 
in April 1998. He was sixty-one years old, 
survived by two adult daughters.

Cindy Bamsch, the officer’s wife of five 
and a half years, survived him. Prior to his 
death, Johnny and Cindy had received 
the good news that Cindy was possibly 
pregnant. Even though this had not been 
positively confirmed, Johnny proudly 
shared this with several people at North 
Shepherd. It was after his death that Cindy 
was able to confirm her pregnancy.

A daughter, Mandy, was born in August 
1975, seven months after Johnny’s death. 
Mandy Bamsch graduated from Texas 
A&M University in 1998 and was married 
in June 1999. In 2007, Mandy Derryberry 
and her husband Zach Derrybery are the 
parents of two year old Taylor Derryberry. 
They are also expecting another child 
in May, 2007.  Cindy still resides in her 
northwest Houston home.  

Cindy talked freely about being a 
police widow and pregnant at age 
twenty-five. She said she resolved to 
make Mandy her top priority.

Knowing that she had very limited control 
over what happened to Johnny’s killers, 
she placed her faith in God and the 
justice system. Cindy also pointed out 
that before Johnny’s death she was not 
an advocate of the death penalty. Even 
though these killers were not given death, 
she grew to feel that the ultimate penalty 
is appropriate in certain instances.

Johnny’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Bamsch, also survived Johnny. He was 
their only child.  They continued to reside 
in their Oak Forest home where Johnny 
was raised.    Since his death, his parents 
remained true friends of all Houston police 
officers, but especially to the officers 
at the North Shepherd Substation. For 
many years, prior to their failing health,  
they would bring doughnuts and other 
“goodies” to the station for the officers. 
Mrs. Bamsch passed away in 2001 and 
Mr. Bamsch followed her in 2003.  Both are 
buried next to their only son at Rosewood 
Cemetery near Humble.

Many officers who were not with HPD at the 
time of Johnny’s death knew and loved Mr. 
and Mrs. Bamsch, who made it a practice 
to attend Police Week Memorial Services. 
Mandy, Cindy, and former Chief of Police 
Harry Caldwell planted a tree in Johnny’s 
memory at the North Shepherd Substation. 
Several of Johnny’s police friends remained 
in touch with Mr. and Mrs. Bamsch. At 
one point, the couple gave their time to 
participate in HPD training video espousing 
the importance and honor in volunteering 
to guard the Police Memorial.  

More importantly, they were very active in their 
opposition to the parole of Richard Kyles and 
Robert Thomas. They strongly believed in this 
cause until their health began to deteriorate.

Cindy Bamsch responded immediately to 
the kindness and support of the Houston 
Police Department by joining the 100 
Club as a lifetime member and an avid 
supporter. She and Mandy have promoted 
support for slain officers through a public 
service television commercial. The 100 
Club generously provided financial 
assistance for Mandy’s college education. 

Continues from Page 26
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IN MEMORIUM
WE REMEMBER

WITH PRIDE

12, 2006 Jerry Ray Bench 
12, 2010 Ervin Gus Poehl
13, 2010 Billie F. Stone
13, 2014 Adolph C. Alonzo
14, 2007 Kenneth McKelvey
15, 2004 Reinhardt J. Poehl
16, 2010 Philip T. Yochum, Jr.
17, 2006 Aroby L. Mauldin
17, 2016 Jerry Lineberry
18, 2000 Charles M. Wells, Jr.
19, 1998 J.J. Reyes
19, 2006 Michael A. Hamilton
19, 2008 Donald Frank Scott
19, 2017 Thomas L. Schulte
20, 2007 Bobby D. Morgan
21, 1999 Tommy Adams
21, 2006 Joseph R. Johansen
22, 2003 Howard Oldham
22, 2017 Bobbie G. Lott

23, 1985 James R. McCafferty
23, 1999 Breckenridge Porter, Sr.
23, 2003 Travis Elmore Rogers
24, 2007 Charles E. Reynolds
24, 2012 Ellis Milam
25, 2001 Harvey Daniel Gilbert
25, 2008 James R. Sims
25, 2010 Karen T. Harris
26, 2006 William Hill, Jr.
27, 2001 Irma L. Sauceda
28, 2005 Steven Paul Wilson
28, 2015 Gary C. Montgomery 
28, 2015 Vernon O. Baker
29, 2003 Larry Boyd Smith
29, 2010 Newellton Free
29, 2017 Richard C. Rucker
30, 2000 Otis Anderson
30, 2000 Edward S. Davidson

NOVEMBER
1, 1980 James C. Bankston
1, 2002 Ernest W. Godfrey Jr.
1, 2009 Buford Rushing
1, 2011 Robert “Bob” Galaway
2, 1998 Don Bennett Cook
2, 2000 Preston D. Burke
2, 2004 Harold L. Goodwin
2, 2005 Howard A. Tucker
4, 2004 Harold L. Goodwin
4, 2008 Darrell O’Leary
4, 2013 Buster Gordy
4, 2016 Beryl Clyde Barrett
5, 2003 Reno Kirby
5, 2005 R.H. (Hal) Watson
5, 2012 Sharon A. Sybert
5, 2016 Frederick Carroll
6, 1997 K.D. Swatzel
6, 2001 Edgar M. Fendley
6, 2002 Thomas Allen Elkins, Sr.
7, 2001 Ray Tautenhahn
8, 2006 Mitchell Crenshaw

10, 2002 Maxie George Kulhanek
10, 2002 R.W. (Bubba) Baker
10, 2014 Daniel J. Petroski
10, 2015 Sephen Davidek
12, 2012 Lloyd Goehring
13, 2008 Charles M. Braun
13, 2009 Samuel W. Orlando
14, 2003 Jessie S. Bell, Jr.
15, 2006 I.S. Stanley
16, 2002 Randal Baker
16, 2005 A.J. Burke
16, 2015 Joe Allen Scott
16, 2016 Carl R. Owens
17, 2007 Sidney O. Gaylord
17, 2010 Otis Cable
17, 2013 Roy L. Leamons, Jr.
17, 2014 Tommy Turner
18, 2000 B.S. (Stu) Baker
18, 2001 Lloyd Douglas Rollins
18, 2017 Billy Steve Turner
19, 2007 David Holub

20, 2006 George L. (Billy) Butler
20, 2013 William J. Willard
21, 2011 Doyle F. Bates
23, 2013 Michael L. Wright
24, 2002 Ernest E. Reames
24, 2007 Robert B. Johnson
24, 2007 Stanley J. Skearton
25, 2002 Helen F. Abel
25, 2003 Wendell Nolan Foster
26, 2002 James Edward Baker
26, 2017 Ralph Rose
27, 2005 Stanley M. Horn
28, 2015 Clarence Albrecht
29, 2010 Louis E. Mullican
29, 2013 Cecil Morton
29, 2015 John Martin Fisher
30, 1999 Michael W. Hebert
30, 2000 John M. Roescher
30, 2007 Kevin Templeton
30, 2014 David Cook
30, 2014 Thomas W. Sandel

1, 2005 James L. Cockerham
1, 2014 Alfred T. Herman
2, 2007 Claud J. Hill
3, 2001 John A. Florio
3, 2004 H. Wayne Blalock
4, 2008 Charles W. Munro
5, 2013 James Bird
5, 2013 John T. Blanchard
6, 2000 Herman Mackey
6, 2002 Horace Vaughn
8, 2010 Danny John Frisch
8, 2015 Donald Gibson
9, 1985 George L. Meador
9, 2003 Elwood Leroy Hewitt
9, 2012 Don Mask
10, 2003 Cliff G. Foulds, Jr.
11, 2005 Robert “Bob” Wolfe
12, 2001 D.D. Collins

OCTOBER
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Continues from Page 29
RetiRee Roundup

RETIRED OFFICERS ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE

FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • DOUG BOSTOCK • RAY SMITH

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know 
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might 
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us 
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance. 

JULY 2018

Jerry Cormier: (7-3-18 rh) Earlier in 
this year Jerry was diagnosed with 
esophageal cancer.  In May he 
underwent surgery for removal of 
a portion of his esophagus.  It was 
repaired by pulling his stomach up 
in some fashion. The surgery was a 
success and he has been at home 
recovering.  Today we visited with 
Jerry by phone and found he was 
doing great.  The feeding tube he had 
was recently removed and he is now 
on a regular diet with limitations.  He 
expects to be fully recovered in the 
near future.  Prayers are answered.

 R.C Horn:  (7-9-18 db) Received a call 
from R.C.Horn this date and learned 
that he is still up in ARK. and just turned 
80yrs old and doing pretty good.  Still 
rides his motorcycle when weather 
permits and still likes to travel. Will be 
coming to Houston next month to visit 
family. He has given up raising wolves. 
We covered a good bit of the old 
days and had some good laughs and 
memories. Reminds me to call some 
of my old partners. How about some 
of y’all out there, catching   up with 
some of your old partners who are 
out of town or state, and catch them 
up on local goings on and then let us 
know how they are doing.

Michele & Gary Scheibe: (8-
19-18 nf) Jim Montero reported 
to Bostock that Michele, Jim’s 
stepdaughter, was admitted to St. 
Luke’s Hospital, Woodlands, with 
severe stomach pains. 

Examinations and tests to this point 
are inconclusive as to the cause.  
However,  doctors feel that stress 
may be a factor since Michele lost 
her daughter, Bonnie Richards, 37, 
unexpectedly last Friday, 8-13-18 
with plans and preparations being 
made for a memorial service. Lift 
up your prayers for Michele and 
Gary for healing of her physical 
illness and as they mourn the loss 
of their beloved,Bonnie.  Michele 
Scheibe:(7-21-18 nf) Jim Montero 
reports that Shelly was released 
from hospital and is now at home 
recovering. Keep Shelly and Gary 
in your prayers.

Gilbert Schultz: (7-20-18 nf) Gilbert 
visited with Doug Bostock on 7-19-18 
and reported that he was still in fair 
health, still mobile, driving some and 
maintaining his 10 acres out of Iola. 
He is also taking care of his wife who 
is in declining health. Keep Gilbert, his 
wife and family in your daily prayers.

Robert E. Brumley: Deceased 
7-21-2018 (7-12-18 nf) We visited 
with Bob’s wife, Sarah, and she 
reports that Bob has suffered with 
Parkinson’s disease for some time 
but until last Friday, he was still 
walking some but since then he 
has been bedridden and is now 
in hospice care, will not take food 
or water and in declining health. 
Please lift up prayers for Bob/Sarah.

Continues on Page 30

LaJean “Jean” Baker: (7-21-18 nf) 
Jesse Baker reports that his wife, 
Jean , fell down a flight of stairs in a 
friend’s house 40 miles out of Branson, 
Missouri. At Branson hospital they 
stabilized her and put brace on left 
arm broken in 3 places, right shoulder 
damaged after recent rotator cuff 
surgery. Moved to Springfield hospital 
diagnosed with blood clot between 
brain and skull. Allowed to bring her 
home but Jean fell again in Bryan and 
was taken to St. Joseph there for a 
few days and then moved to hospital 
in Madisonville. She is now at home 
recovering awaiting scheduled tests 
& arm surgery. Jean can walk, is alert 
and all parts are working except the 
arms. Both are stressed out and they 
are asking for everyone to pray for 
them as they go forward.

Jack Miller: (7-24-18 nf) We received 
a call from Jack’s wife, Pam, and 
she reports that Jack’s health is 
declining rapidly. He is eating or 
drinking little, if any. He is now under 
home hospice care and his time is 
short, possibly two - three weeks. 
Pam invites all to pray for Jack that 
God would bring him peace and 
comfort in the days ahead.



The Retired Badge October - November 2018 Edition30

Continues from Page 29

He was given additional antibiotics, 
but has now been released and is 
home.  Continue to pray for Doug.

Ralph Blount: (8-10-18rh) John Harlan 
notified us that Ralph Blount has been 
diagnosed with prostate cancer and 
is undergoing treatment at this time. 
Please keep Ralph and his family in 
your prayers and give him a call if 
you get a chance. His number is listed 
in the HPROA member directory.  
UPDATE: (8-23-18 nf) John Harlan 
reports that Ralph has finished his 2nd 
radiation treatment for his stage 3 
prostate cancer. Some good news is 
that a recent bone scan showed no 
sign of cancer. Continue to lift up your 
prayers for Ralph.

Jim Hudson: (8-16-18 nf) Visited with 
Jim this evening by phone and he 
reports that he is improving but still 
not mobile. He is being fitted with a 
special shoe, one leg shorter than 
other, to help him when he starts 
walking, Plans on being at the Sept. 
meeting. Continue to lift up your 
prayers for Jim.

Willie Kovar: (8-16-18 nf) We visited 
with Kovar by phone today and he 
reported that he was diagnosed 
with colon cancer and will undergo 
surgery next Thursday at St. Joseph 
hospital in Bryan. He is expected to 
be hospitalized for 2-3 days and then 
released to go home. He invites our 
prayers as he prepares for surgery.  

UPDATE: (8-26-18 nf)  Kovar called 
Sunday evening and reported that 
he was released from the hospital 
and now recovering slowly at home 
after colon surgery. He stated that 
that the post op pain is much less so 
long as he is not moving around too 
much. His diet will consist of soups 
and soft foods. Continue to pray for 
his full recovery.  Give him a call at 
979-272-3165

Lla Adams: (8-3-18 nf) Surviving spouse 
of Capt Bobby Adams fell and broke 
her hip on 7-27-18. She underwent 
surgery at Houston N.W. Hospital on 
FM 1960 then rehabbed, recovered 
and was released on Friday, 8-2-18. 
She is now at home where she will 
have in-home therapy under the care 
of her son and family. Keep Ila in your 
daily prayers

Fred Eichholtz: (8-4-18 nf)  Fred was 
released from the hospital on 8-2-18 
and now at home where wife, Judy, 
is administering antibiotics through IV 
for the next 10 days to eliminate the 
bacteria in his system. He is in good 
spirits & doing better. Continue to 
pray for Fred.

Oscar Farrell: (8-4-18 nf) We visited 
with wife Mary by phone and she 
reported that Oscar was diagnosed 
some time ago with Alzheimer and is 
now in hospice care 3 days a week. 
He is not eating well & declining some 
of his meds. Lift Oscar and Mary up in 
your daily prayers.

Doug Bostock:  Doug (8-3-18 nf) 
Doug was admitted to Willowbrook 
Methodist Hospital last evening with 
episodes of high blood pressure. We 
visited with him minutes ago and he 
advised that he was hooked up to all 
sorts of sensors and instruments and 
was waiting to have an MRI. Was in 
good spirits and taking calls, 281-
221-7466, Room ICU 3414.  (8-4-18 nf) 
Doug was released from the hospital 
this afternoon and stated the the MRI 
did not reveal any problems and his 
blood pressure was under control. 
They will make an adjustment in his 
medications. (8-5-18 nf) Doug was 
released from Willowbrook Methodist 
yesterday and was readmitted this 
afternoon with an infection in his arm 
at a site where the hospital staff had 
inserted an IV during his earlier stay. 

Fred Eicholtz: (7-27-18 pk) I just 
received a text message from Judy 
Eichholtz that Fred was at Memorial 
Hermann hospital earlier with a bad UTI 
and kidney stones last week and the 
UTI has returned with a vengeance.  
He is currently at St Luke’s downtown.  
No oral antibiotics available to treat 
this type bacteria. When he gets to 
go home, Judy will probably have to 
administer an IV.  They are currently 
administering IV antibiotics at the 
hospital and depending on how well 
they work will determine when he is 
able to go home.

UPDATE (7-30-18 pk) We talked with 
Judy Eichholtz earlier today and she 
said they have identified the bacteria 
that had gone to the blood stream in 
Fred.  She said they are now treating 
him with the correct antibiotics and 
they hope to possibly release him 
from St. Luke’s on Wednesday.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH 
OF  JULY 2018

Jose Luis Falcon, Jr., 7-2-2018

Harrell C Sutton (Member), 7-7-2018

James Fred Loofs (Member), 7-12-2018

Jimmy L. Hobson, 7-13-2018

JoAnn Deloach (spouse of Fred DeLoach, 
line of duty death), 7-23-2018

Robert E. Brumley (Member), 7-21-2018

“May your faith be greater than your fear”

AUGUST 2018

Continues on Page 31



DEATHS DURING THE MONTH 
OF AUGUST 2018

Gerald F. Brown, 8-2-2018

Jack Arthur Miller (Member), 8-3-2018

James H. Haralson (Member) 
8-9-3028

George W. Craig, Jr., 8-23-2018

Kenneth Ray Brumley II Son of member 
Kenneth Brumley, 8-24-18

Austin Patrick De la Cruz Grandson of 
member Alfredo De la Cruz, 8-23-18

“Always pray to have eyes that see the 
best in people, a heart that forgives 
the worst, a mind that forgets the bad 
and a soul that never ever loses faith 

in God”
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Bill White:   (8-20-18 nf) Earl Jones reports 
that he visited with Bill at St. Luke’s in 
the Medical Center yesterday as he 
recovers from a lung transplant. Keep 
Bill in your daily prayers.

Danny Furstenfeld: (8-24-18 nf) We 
visited with Danny earlier and he sent 
us a text concerning his battle with 
cancer.  In February he was diagnosed 
with multiple myeloma (bone marrow 
cancer). Radiation and chemo 
treatments have been successful to 
the point that he was able to receive 
a stem cell transplant on 8-23-18. He is 
recovering at home in the loving care 
and capable hands of his bride of 46 
years. Prognosis is good.  He is restricted 
to his home with no visitors during these 
treatments. In the meantime, we can 
pray fervently & often for Danny and 
his M.D. Anderson caregivers.

Douglass: (8-24-2018 nf)   In March 2017, 
retired Houston Police Sgt.  J. Wiley 
Douglass suffered a stroke that caused 
a paralysis of his right side. Wiley has 
since been hospitalized several times 
and in and out of rehab facilities. He 
is now at home with therapy sessions 
several days a week. Wiley still is 
restricted to his bed or a wheelchair 
and therefore transportation becomes 
an issue to overcome. 

Visits to doctors or any medical or 
rehab facility requires planning and 
much effort for his wife, Jean. who 
injured her back, in an effort to move 
him from wheelchair to vehicle. A “Go 
Fund Me” page was generated    to 
raise funds to purchase a wheelchair 
van to allow Wiley and Jean relief 
from the stress and exertion each 
time Wiley needs to be transported. 
We invite you to pray for Wiley  and 
Jean and contribute to this worthwhile 
effort. Thanks to all. Jean and Wiley 
Douglass will be the only ones to 
have access to this account. The link 
to make your contribution is https://
www.gofundme.com/a-wheelchair-
van-for-Wiley

Lift Chairs: The FAC currently has two 
good lift chairs in inventory. If you, 
your spouse or family member are in 
need of such a chair, we can deliver 
it to you and make getting out of 
your chair a whole lot easier for you. 
281-351-4669.

Power Chair: The FAC also have 
an almost new power chair that is 
designed for a patient with moderate 
to severe disabilites. If you have 
someone in your family who may be 
able to use such a chair, call us & let’s 
talk.281-351-4669

PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS

Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters, 
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family 
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Our Committee Members are:

Forest Turbeville  281.356.8800

Nelson Foehner    281.351.4669

Ray Smith    281.731.1588

Ron Headley   713.253.5749

Doug Bostock    281.890.7610

Pat Kainer   281-642-6645

Continues from Page 30
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See us online at 
www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

Membership Application and Benefits 
information on page 25


