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Upcoming HPROA Events
HOUSTON REUNION, At the Houston Police Academy,
Saturday, February 20, 2016, 10AM-2PM. Assistance is needed
on Friday afternoon, 4pm, for table and chair set-up.

SURVIVING SPOUSES ANNUAL LUNCHEON, Tuesday,
March 1, 2016, at the Houston Racquet Club on
Memorial Drive. Surviving spouses and one guest are
complimentary. All others $30. Per person.

HPD Back Then
By E.J. Smith
My first visit to 61 Riesner was in early 1958. My father-in-law,
Officer Martel Moon, was assigned to the Traffic Division
and invited me to visit his office since I had expressed
interest in law enforcement. I remember meeting Sgt.
Wingo, Sgt. Serres, and Sgt Knigge. Those guys were
very impressive in their neat uniforms and kindness. As I
toured the station, I knew this was where I wanted to be.
In September of that year, I entered the Academy and
upon graduation, reported to 61 Riesner. No other station
was available at that time.
Later, the substations, store fronts and command stations
came on line. Special units as SWAT, Helicopters, Solos,
and others eventually went to various locations about
the city as the Department was growing at a rapid pace.
While the expansion was necessary, problems regarding
communications, duplication and equipment developed.

I noticed a change in the support among officers. We
no longer knew one another. We adjusted as the years
went by but the older guys like me missed the lack of
recognition among officers in the department.
Except for a short stint in Helicopters, I remained at 61
Riesner for over 43 years. I grew to love that assignment
and all the super people I worked with through the
years. I still miss the association and 61 Riesner. To this
day, every time I pass by the station, I have the urge
to turn in. How do you recall your years at HPD? What
about the associations you had with fellow officers? Do
you miss all of that? If so, come and join us every second
Thursday of the month at 9:30 at the HPROA meeting at
the KC Hall on Whitney.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

Till next time,
EJ
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BILL ELKIN
The election fight is now over and we
WON! However, the battle is about to
begin, and all of the indications are
there today. Yes, Sylvester Turner won
the fight to become the Mayor of the
City of Houston, beginning on January
1, 2016. With the help of city employee
groups, i.e., police, firefighters and
municipal workers, and others of the
minority communities, he won by
about 2 percentage points, or just
over four thousand more votes that
Bill King received. Even some within
the ranks of retired police officers (our
members) helped in some way. Bob
Barnard put together a small group
that drove vans with voters from
minority areas to the voting polls, and
one lone retiree worked the early
voting poll in the Kingwood area.
Kudos to them all.
Don’t let this win fool you, or anyone for
that matter, because the opponents
of defined benefit pensions have
not given up, and their rhetoric is
continuing and will grow louder as the
85th Session of the Texas Legislature
approaches. The business community
in Houston, under the banner name
of “The Greater Houston Partnership,”
continues their scare tactics of telling
the citizens of Houston of a doomsday
bankruptcy that is fast approaching,
similar to Detroit, Michigan. What
they do not tell people is that Detroit’s
pension problems began with many
years of mismanagement by the city
fathers of Detroit, who did not fully
fund the pension system and spent
the money on “pet” projects. At one
time, in a past administration, Detroit’s
pensions were fully funded, but the
wrong people were elected who had
other agendas for the city.

And, the Greater Houston Partnership
is not the only organization working
to destroy and eliminate public
employee defined benefit pensions.
There are many more organizations
with “big bucks” that are joining
in the effort. The #1 organization
that is going all out to eliminate
DB Pensions is the Laura and John
Arnold Foundation. This organization
(foundation) was founded by John
Arnold, who was an employee of the
infamous Enron Corporation, an oil
and gas trading entity. John Arnold,
as the investigators came in the front
door, went out that back door having
sold all of his stock in the company
before the bust came. He took all
the proceeds from his stock sale to go
into the investment business, where
he made millions of dollars. You see,
the only pension Enron employees
had, or thought they had, were
stock certificates in the company.
And, when the company crashed
and the value of the stock went in
to the proverbial toilet, every Enron
employee lost their pensions (savings).
Makes one wonder, did perhaps John
Arnold have a little inside information
as to what was about to happen
with the company. In any event, the
Arnold Foundation has been funneling
millions of dollars into a nationwide
effort to change DB plans to a defined
contribution (DC) plan, similar to the
famous 401(k) savings plan.
Other opponents of DB Pension
plans are several other well funded
organizations and individuals.
For
example, the Koch brothers have been
using their billions of dollars to eliminate
public employee DB plans nationwide.
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Bill Elkin, Executive Director

To name a few others: The Pew
Charitable Trusts and the Texas
Public Policy Foundation.
Even
the Houston Chronicle Newspaper,
who endorsed Sylvester Turner,
after the election had an editorial
article
stating
that
Houston’s
new mayor needs to address the
pension crises that looms over the
upcoming city budget process.
As you can see, the battle is about
to begin, and there can be no
waiting on planning our strategies.
Now is the time to plan our next
step, and this calls for a unified front
by all of the players and recipients
of DB Pensions.

See us online at
w w w.h p d r e ti r e d . c o m
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A Message from Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

I hope everyone had a great holiday
season!! This was the most hectic,
busy, expensive, and frustrating
Christmas I have ever had, and I did
not even get a Christmas tree put
up! My wife Vickie and I decided to
buy a new home, in a 55 and older
neighborhood, and move in during
the month of December. We moved
into our new “downsized” home in
the middle of December and I am still
surrounded by boxes and stacks of
stuff that still needs a place to be put
away or thrown away. Choosing what
to keep in a smaller home and what
to get rid of can strain a marriage
or can cause a lot of laughing and
fond memories. So far we are still
talking to each other and doing a
lot more laughing than cussing. Now
it is a new year and we are already
into February. The Christmas credit
card bills and income tax forms have
already arrived. Here we go again.
Welcome to the New Year!
The first item on the agenda of your
HPROA Board of Directors each January
is to make and approve a budget.

Our office secretary, Cathy Buckles,
does a budget status report for us
at the end of June and December
each year. These reports keep
us informed of our income and
expenditures and help us stay within
our budget and plan our budget for
the following year. Last year (2015)
we struggled to stay in our budget
but we did – barely. Our membership
has continued to grow (slowly) but
steadily. Your Board of Directors has
tried to spend wisely and carefully.
Based on our past spending history
and with input from the board our
Executive Director, Bill Elkin, put
together the HPROA budget for 2016
and the board approved it at our
January Board meeting. Also each
year we have a review (not a full
audit) done of our finances. We would
like to find one of our members, with
audit or accounting experience,
who could and would do this review
for us without having to pay an
outside auditing firm to do it. They
would work with our Treasurer, Nelson
Zoch, our office secretary, Cathy
Buckles and our PAC Chairman, Bob
Barnard, to put together the report
on our finances to be presented at
the March meeting.
Three quick reminders, first, the
annual HPROA Houston Reunion will
be on Saturday, February 20, 2016 at
the Houston Police Academy. This is
the first activity under the leadership
of our new Co-Chairpersons of the
Entertainment Committee, Matt and
Rose Potell. They agreed to take over
the committee starting January 1,
2016.The Houston Reunion is the first
of our three annual reunions (also
East Texas and Hill Country) that we
sponsor for our members.
This is an opportunity for you and other
“old heads” to get together, discuss old
war stories and catch up on other retirees.

We will again have a silent auction
(please bring items for the auction)
the proceeds of which go to support
the efforts of our Family Assistance
Committee. We will update you on
legislative and pension issues and
we hope to be able to announce
the activation and beginning of
enrollment in our Long Term Care
Policy for HPROA members. I look
forward to seeing you there!!
Second reminder is about our annual
Surviving Spouse Luncheon. It will be
held on Tuesday, March 1, 2016 at the
Houston Racket Club on Memorial Dr.
This is a nice “dress up” event that we
encourage all surviving spouses and
other members to attend. Reservations
are required for this event. Info on this
will be sent out soon.
The third thing is something the Board
of Directors and I are very excited
about. I
mentioned it in my last
Retired Badge article, it has been
talked about at our last two monthly
meetings and I mentioned it briefly
in the paragraph above about the
Houston Reunion. M.D. Beale, V.P. of
your HPROA board, has been working
for months to find a provider and get
all the legal paperwork, certifications
and approvals required to establish
a ”group” Long Term Care Policy
exclusively for HPROA members and
their families. M.D. hopes to present the
terms, benefits and cost of the policy
at the Houston Reunion. It should be
cheaper, with good benefits, and no
physical for our members and family
members under the age of 80.
Your HPROA is a family of volunteers
who work to keep our retired police
family informed and together. We will
continue to look out for our retirement
benefits, get needed information out
to you as quickly as possible and try to
have some fun while we do it. Come
join us and get involved.
Steve
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HPD Back Then: Priorities
When I woke this morning, I thought of all I needed to do
this day. The yard needed attention. The cars needed
service and cleaning. The pond pump needed servicing.
My wife had a list of errands. At this point I figured no big
deal. I’ll knock this out and have time to visit neighbors
this evening. Guess what. Reality set in. I’ve been here
before. All the above ain’t gonna happen this day. One
day, yes, maybe, but not this day.
Seniority set in. It takes longer to get it done. Sometimes
I’d rather think about it than do it. There’s also planning
on how to proceed. Finally, you realize that certain things
are not as important as before.

I am no longer upset because the grass is growing and I’ll
need to cut it soon. There is plenty of time and I’ll get to it.
The same goes for much in life. I’ve learned to set
priorities. My wife. The children. The grandchildren, great
grandchildren, church, friends and the HPROA are most
important. These other things I’ll get to eventually. What
about it, guys? How does your day go? Do you set
priorities? If you do, don’t forget the next HPROA meeting.
Your friends are there.

Till next time,
EJ

Address Change
Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve
you if we know where you are.

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252.
Email: www.hpdretired.com

Houston Police Retired Officers Association
P.O. Box 130787 • Houston, Texas 77219
713-802-2967 • Toll Free 1-866-856-7252
www.hpdretired.com

Executive Officers
President
Stephen Rayne
1st Vice President
Matthew Potell
Treasurer
Nelson Zoch
Parliamentarian
Anthony Kivela

Executive Director
W.M. Bill Elkin
2nd Vice President
Medwin Beale
Secretary
Sue Gaines
Sergeant-At-Arms
Robert L. Crane

Attorney at Law

Executive Board
of Director
Jim Ashby
Bob Barnard
A.L. Blair
Ron Headley
Jim St. John
Steven Toth
Fred Walschburger

JAN RICH

Past President
Jack Miller
Office Secretary
Cathy Buckles
Webmaster
Jim Ashby

The Retired Badge is an official publication of the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association (HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors. However,
opinions expressed by individual Board members or any other contributor in this publication do not reflect the opinion of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA. Editorial submissions and other
items of interest from HPROA members are welcomed and encouraged.
COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE RETIRED BADGE ARE PAID FOR BY THE CONTRIBUTORS AND DO NOT IN ANY MANNER IMPLY AN ENDORSEMENT, WARRANTY, OR GUARANTEE BY THE HPROA.
EDITORIAL POLICY: The Retired Badge is published in September, November, January, March, May and July by the Houston Police Retired Officers Association. Materials submitted for purblication
are subject to review by the Board and to editing. All photographs will be returned if they have a self-addressed, stamped envelope included. Editorial content may be mailed to P.O. Box 2288,
Houston, Texas 77252-2288. Deadlines are the 15th of each month preceding the publication date.

Personal Injury
Probate & Wills
Estate Planning
1533 W. Alabama, Suite
100, Houston, TX 77006

832-654-0718

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION
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Academy Class #11 began their training in April, 1954.
Thirty-seven men graduated from that class on July 20,
1954. It is uncertain what became of the careers of
ten of those young Officers-C.L. Hilborn, W.H. Cowles,
W.E. Cobb Jr., J.N. Pullin, D.L. Fincher, P.L. Gregory, J.W.
Walker, J.M. Jernigan, P.A. French, and C.L. Phelps. J.D.
Knighten was involved in the tragic shooting death of
Officer Posey, a short version of which was mentioned last
month in the history of Class #10. He left the Department
as a result of that tragedy. It is unknown what line of
work W.H. Cowles went into, but it is known his son, W.H.
Cowles Jr., served HPD honorably for thirty-three years
and retired as a Robbery Investigator.

Twenty-four members lived and served HPD long enough to
earn a pension. Those are, along with the year of their death,
are: Fred Bankston (2013), George Bourque (2005), Linwood
Brannam (1991), Ramon Brown (1993), James Dominy (1979),
William Farrar (1990), Robert Galaway (2011), Lloyd Goehring
(2012), Charles Kelley (1995), Jean W. Kindred (1998), Doyal
Lecour (2006), Bobby Little (2008), Homer McCoy (2004), Charles
McRae (2007), Charles Petersen (1990), Edward Stringfellow
(2001), Louis Thomas (1996), Howard Tucker (2005), Jimmy Vogler
(1985), and Leroy N. Zoch (2005).

Two members of this class met their death IN THE LINE
OF DUTY within the first four years this class served the
citizens of Houston. Robert J. (Bobby Joe) Schultea was
shot and killed during a vice investigation on August 25,
1956. Noel R. Miller was shot and killed during a narcotics
raid on June 6, 1958. This writer’s brother, Captain Leroy
Zoch, now deceased, recalled to me many years ago
that Officer Miller encouraged him to come over to
Narcotics and join him in that assignment. Leroy always
considered it such a blessing that he declined that offer
and took the career route that he did.

Four officers from this class are still alive and enjoying their welldeserved HPOPS pension. They are Robert Brannam (25 years
of service), William (Bill) Elkin (38 years of service), Henry Pressley
(30 years of service), and J.C. Vaughn (34 years of service).
Where are they now in 2016? Bill Elkin lives in northwest Houston
and is Executive Director of the HPROA, having served in that
capacity for a number of years and seems to be going strong.
Henry Pressley lives near Lake Livingston and while he has had
several major personal losses recently, still finds the time to write
a regular article for the Retired Badge, “Like it Was”. John
Charles Vaughn resides in Beaumont near a daughter and in
speaking to him last week, he states he is doing just fine for his
age. Robert Brannam is believed to reside near Spring.

These twenty fine men served HPD anywhere from 20 years
(Thomas) to 37 years (McRae and Tucker).

Nelson Zoch
January 16, 2016

City of Houston Human Resources
Insurance Department Contact Numbers
HPROA Board Member Steve Toth has provided the below contact numbers for HPROA members who might have questions
regarding their health insurance.

Contact Phone Numbers for Retirees (Benefits)

CIGNA at City of Houston

A-F Maribel Gomez 832.393.6101
G-M Alicia Solis		
832.393.6102
N-Z Kemp Lenued
832.393.6103
Front Desk:			
832.393.6000, Option #4
Email Address: retireebenefits@cityofhouston.gov

A-F LaKeith Johnson
G-L Maria Rodriguez
M-R Ivan Flake		
S-Z Sylvia M		
MyCigna.com

Dental through City of Houston
Dwayne Cook		
832.393.6157

Life Insurance at City of Houston
Elizabeth Rodriguez
832.393.6114

832.393.6192
832.393.6193
832.393.6191
832.393.6194
800.997.1406
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The Official HPD Flag
At the recently held HPROA
Fredericksburg reunion, Retired
Officer James A. Shirley brought
an item to the event which a
number of us had not seen before
nor were we aware of the origin
of such.
It was the HPD flag and what is
known about this very important
item was told by James. For those
of you who do not know Officer
James Shirley, he joined HPD in
1958 in Class #18 and worked the
Accident and Traffic Divisions in his
early years. He was an instructor
at the Police Academy in 1968
when this writer came through in
Class #37. He and Officer John
Winters were responsible for onehalf of the class as were Officers
Dennis Schumann and Richard
Russell for my half of the class.
They were all very firm, but fair.
Officer Shirley was, and still is,
tall and lean, and walks nearly
straight as a board. He was in
charge of what marching they
were allowed to make us do in
1968. He dressed as if he was in
the military and expected much
in that area of everyone.
Having said all of that, he left
the Police Academy with my
graduation or shortly thereafter
in April, 1968. He returned to the
streets and on June 26, 1968,
Officer Shirley and other Officers
were involved in the high speed
auto chase in pursuit of the killer
of Officer Ben Gerhart.

Shirley
and
Officer
Charles
Squyres were in the next police
vehicle behind Officer Bobby
James, who crashed his car
to avoid striking a school bus.
Officer James was killed instantly
and Officers Shirley and others
pursued the suspect on foot and
were forced to shoot and kill him.
Officer Shirley remained on HPD
until 1978 when he reached his
twenty years. He took his welldeserved retirement and moved
to Wimberly, Texas. He went to
work for the State of Texas and
worked there for a number of
years. James is now nearly eightythree years of age.
He and
Academy Classmate Allen Dale
Dugger have been instrumental
in organizing a coffee fellowship
of retired HPD Officers who reside
in the Wimberley area and meet
several mornings a month to
share their police experiences
(also known as war stories).
I
have attended several of those
sessions and I can personally
vouch that they are most
interesting, especially the ones
related by Dale.
Now, back to the flag. James
relates that in around 1966, he
was working at the Academy
when an idea struck him that
HPD was in need of an identifying
symbol to carry with them as
they attended officer’s funeral
as well as parades. He and a
number of other Officers made
up a very well-organized Honor
Guard, even though it was likely
not departmentally sanctioned
at the time.

James and these fine Officers
apparently just took it upon
themselves to represent their
department.
James recalled that on that day
in the Academy, he came up
with this idea about an official
HPD flag. He scribbled his idea
out on a scratch pad and ran
the idea past his Lieutenant,
Leroy Mouser, and his Captain,
C.D. Taylor. They both approved
of this and suggested that he run
it up the flag pole to the Chief at
the time, Herman B. Short. And,
so it was approved at that level.
Now, he was perplexed as he
admitted that he had no artistic
ability to do an official version. He
knew Officer Joe Ruffin, a man of
great artistic abilities that worked
in Planning and Research. He
recruited Officer Ruffin, who after
several rough drafts, brought it to
the point that James was thinking
about from the beginning. And,
so it came to pass and it was
purchased for the Department.
A photo of that flag being
held by retired Officer James
A. Shirley and another Officer
accompanies this story. Thank
you James, for all of your efforts
at professionalism through these
many years and for thinking of
this flag design. Also, thanks to
retired Officer Logsdon for this
photo.

Nelson J. Zoch
January 1, 2016

The Retired Badge February - March 2016 Edition

7

8

The Retired Badge February - March 2016 Edition

HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

Call
Alan Helfman
4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801
RiverOaksChrysler.com

HELFMAN

DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

HELFMAN
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN

FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO
Houston’s #1
Volume Dealer!

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com
713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award

2012 • 2013 • 2014

713-533-6100
11819 Southwest
Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiat.com
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com
Open Mon - Sat

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.
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By Earl D. Musick
“On a mighty horse with the speed of
light in a cloud of dust and a hardy
Hi-Yo-Silver came a champion of
justice, the Lone Ranger.” As a child,
I watched Clayton Moore portray the
Lone Ranger on television and at the
movies. He became synonymous with
the character he played and for many
years made charity guest appearances
dressed as the Lone Ranger.
In December of 1986, Clayton Moore
made one of his guest appearances
in Houston and left Hobby Airport on
Christmas Eve to return home. At the Los
Angeles Airport, Mr. Moore discovered
his suitcase containing his Lone Ranger
costume, holsters and matching Colt
45’s was missing. Mr. Moore made
a police report and the Los Angeles
authorities contacted the Houston Police
Department’s Special Thefts Division for
assistance in the investigation.
Sergeants George Powers and Larry
Mikels were the investigators assigned
to investigate the missing property
and they learned the missing suitcase
was never loaded on Mr. Moore’s flight
to Los Angeles. Unknown at the time,
the Houston thief had already sold the
stolen property which was taken out of
town to Beaumont, Texas.
The case received a lot of media
attention and the detectives talked
with several confidential informants
who were familiar with individuals
buying and selling stolen property.

The Buscadero double gun rig was made
especially for Mr. Moore by Edward Bohlin.
The double gun rig with the matching
Colt 45’s was extremely valuable.
Legitimate buyers are reluctant to buy
property when they know it is stolen. With
more and more heat being generated
by law enforcement throughout the
nation, the Lone Ranger’s guns and
holsters were red hot, even on the
black market. The Beaumont buyer
became concerned and contacted
his attorney, who offered to turn over
the stolen property to Mr. Moore.
Mr. Moore contacted the authorities
and the guns and holsters were
recovered.
Detectives Powers and
Mikel started tracing the property back
to Edward Louis Young, III, a baggage
handler at the Hobby Airport. Young
was arrested and charged with the
theft of the Lone Ranger’s guns and
his criminal case fell in the 228th District
Court of Harris County.
The presiding judge was the Honorable Ted
Poe and the Lone Ranger was Judge Poe’s
childhood hero. During the trial, Mr. Moore
was called as a witness and he came to
court dressed as the Lone Ranger, with
mask, hat and costume. Young’s attorney
objected and demanded that Mr. Moore
remove his mask and change clothes
before testifying. Judge Poe denied the
defendant’s motion and the trial continued
with the jury finding Young guilty.

On April 29, 1987, Young was
sentenced to 10 years in prison, but his
time in prison was probated. Judge
Poe ordered him to spend 30 days in
the Harris County Jail as a condition of
probation and his community service
consisted of working 20 hours a month
at the Houston Police Department
Mounted Patrol Division stables —
cleaning up after the police horses.
Young immediately appealed his
conviction and sentence, putting off the
start of his punishment and probation.
On September 6, 1988, the appellant
court denied Young’s appeal and he
was sentenced to spend 30 days in jail
and start his community supervision,
which he successfully completed on
September 16, 1998.
Upon hearing of Mr. Moore’s guns being
stolen, Colt Firearms provided him with a
new matching set of Colt 45’s. Mr. Moore
donated the recovered matching Colt
45’s, which he had worn throughout his
career and special appearances, to the
Smithsonian Institute along with one of
the three masks he had worn during his
portrayal of the Lone Ranger.

Continues on Page 10
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From a Houston Newspaper, May 14, 1959

Headline reads “It was a Hot Call…
About A Chilld…Hit…Badly Hurt”
Wednesday night started out pretty
dull for Patrolman Paul E. Hensley,
a dispatcher at the Houston Police
Station. Petty thefts…family fights…
minor accidents.
The 37-yearold officer sat at his telephone
with seven other officers in the
Police Station’s nerve center and
dispatched patrol cars to the scenes
of accidents and disturbances.
Then a “hot call” came in. The first major
accident to be reported Wednesday.
Patrolman Hensley picked up the
phone and listened as an unidentified
man stammered out that a small child
had been struck by a car and was badly
hurt. The policeman’s pencil noted the
time of the call-7:03pm. Then it noted
the location-the 7100 block of Kassarine
Pass. His fingers tightened around the
pencil. He and his wife, a clerk in the
Records Division, live at 7113 Kassarine
Pass and are the parents of six children.

“Have you got any more information,
sir?”, the policeman asked in a quiet
voice. The response was “Yes, the child
is the son of the policeman who lives
across the street”. Patrolman Hensley
turned white. He handed over the
phone to Patrolman R.G. Smith, sitting
beside him and listening in. He and his
wife, who was on duty at the time in the
Records Division, hurried to St. Joseph’s
Hospital where they found their 3-yearold son, Randall Walker Hensley, in a
serious condition with five separate
fractures of the skull, facial abrasions,
and possible internal injuries.
The little blond boy was supposed to
be lined up with his brothers and sisters
to get a bath from his oldest sister,
Judith Ann, 18, when he darted from
the house and into the path of a car.
The driver of the car, Mrs. Katie
Vaughn of 6818 Kassarine Pass, told
police that she was driving south on
Kassarine Pass when the boy ran front
of her car. She swerved to miss him
but the boy struck the fender and
was knocked to the street.

After she made her statement at the Police
Station, 27-year-old Mrs. Vaughn was
taken by her husband to a private hospital
for treatment for shock. Her husband, J.C.
Vaughn, had to take Wednesday night
off too. He is a policeman in the Patrol
Division at the station and was on duty
when the accident happened.
NOTE: Paul Hensley, from Class #9, retired
from HPD in 1977 and passed away
in 1991. No further information could
be located about Mrs. Hensley and it
probably can be safely assumed that she
also has passed away.
J.C. Vaughn,
resides in Beaumont and I spoke with him
by phone. His wife has passed away and
his recollection of the incident was that
the child ran out from between parked
cars and Mrs. Vaughn was not held
at fault in the accident. He states that
while it was thought to have been most
serious at the time, little Randall Hensley
recovered completely. PRAISE THE LORD.
Vaughn was from Class #11 and retired
from HPD in 1988.

Continues from Page 9
Sergeant George Powers honorably
retired from the Houston Police
Department on September 21, 1989
and passed away on June 11, 2008. I
have many fond memories of working
with George and he was definitely a
credit to the citizens of Houston. His
accomplishments, during his career,
were many and his memory lives on,
not to be forgotten.

After solving the Lone Ranger’s case,
George and Larry came into the office
wearing their own costumes. George
was wearing a Lone Ranger mask
and Larry was wearing feathers. On
that day, they were true “champions
of justice” just like the Lone Ranger
and his faithful companion Tonto.

Houston Police Department Special Thefts Division 1987
Sergeant George Powers and Sergeant Larry Mikel

George and Larry shortly after they recovered
the Lone Ranger’s guns
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HPROA Event Calender:
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February, March, April, May 2016
Thursday, February 4, 2016
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, February 11, 2016
HPOPS Board Meeting
Thursday, February 11, 2016
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, March 10, 2016
HPOPS Board Meeting
Thursday, March 10, 2016
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
Thursday, April 7, 2016
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, April 14, 2016
HPROA ANNUAL HOUSTON REUNION, Saturday, HPOPS Board Meeting
February 20, 2016, 10am-2pm.
This will be
held back at the Police Academy as it had for Thursday, April 14, 2016
several years after only a one-year absence. 8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
Help is needed with tables and chairs at 4pm 9:30am General Membership Meeting
on Friday, the 19th.
HPOPS RETIREMENT SEMINAR, Saturday, May
SURVIVING SPOUSES LUNCHEON, Tuesday, 7, 2016, City of Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will
March 1, 2016, Houston Racquet Club on Clayton Parkway, approximately one mile east of
U.S. Highway 59.
Memorial Drive.
Thursday, March 3, 2016
HPOU General Membership Meeting

FRIDAY, MAY 20, 2016, POLICE WEEK RECEPTION
FOR MEMBERS OF LINE OF DUTY FAMILIES, HPOU
BUILDING. More information to follow.

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this
newspaper. Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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Operation Lone Star
A Look Back at 2015
By Jim Conley

As we look forward to what 2016
holds for Operation Lone Star - Texans
Supporting Our Troops, I also want
to look back at 2015, our busiest,
therefore our best and most satisfying,
year to date. We visited with old
friends, made many new friends,
and accomplished more than in our
previous 8 years. None of this would
have been possible without our many
supporters both within and outside of
HPD. A thank you to those concerned
Americans who stop by our booth at
the various events we attend and
purchase a cap, a t-shirt or a car
magnet, or who make a donation
with no expectation of anything more
than a simple thank you.
Thank you to the following for cash
and care package items donations:
Conoco-Phillips; the staff, teachers
and students in the Cy-Fair and Klein
School Districts; retired HPD Lieutenant
Nelson Zoch, The Carabiners and
the congregation of Christ the King
Church in Kingwood, the Giddings,
Texas American Legion York Post 276
and Women’s Auxiliary as well as
the Giddings Lions Club; retired HPD
Sergeant Fred Walschberger and the
members of the Airstream RV Club;
and retired HPD Sergeant Phil Tippen
for his generous monthly donation
to Operation Lone Star - Texans
Supporting Our Troops.
A special thank you to Captain Greg
Fremin, Northeast Division, and HPOU
President Ray Hunt, 1st VIce-President
Doug Griffin, members of the
Executive Board, Board of Directors
and the general membership of
the Houston Police Officers Union
for again choosing Operation Lone
Star to be a recipient of part of the
proceeds of the annual HPOU Stars
and Stripes Charity Golf Tournament.

All of you, as well as our many unknown
supporters, made it possible for us to
send care packages to troops in Iraq,
Afghanistan and Sailors and Marines
deployed aboard US Navy ships at
sea. As we have done each year,
packages are mailed quarterly and/
or when we receive a request from
deployed or about to be deployed
military personnel or family members
of those personnel.
You make it possible for us to visit
wounded heroes in military or VA
hospitals, to take them simple
gifts that put smiles on their faces,
and to provide comfort to those
who have lost a loved one while
deployed to a combat zone.
Without your support there would
be no Operation Lone Star.
2015 was a busy year for us. We began
on January 1st at the request of retired
HPD Officer Homer Stevens, who lives
in the Hill Country near San Antonio.
He and his organization, Friends
of Wounded Warriors, provided a
barbeque dinner to wounded troops
and their families at the Warrior and
Family Support Center located on
Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam
Houston. He asked if we would attend
and distribute our “Alamo” Challenge
Coins to the wounded men and
women in attendance. That was an
easy, “Yes,” and we enjoyed our visits
with these young Heroes.
The following week we assisted in
the Christmas wreath pick-up at
Houston National Cemetery which
was preceded by the Wreaths Across
America event in early December.
Each year more wreaths are placed
at Houston National than any other
national cemetery in the country,
including Arlington in the D.C. area.

February included an Iwo Jima
Commemoration in which we had the
honor and pleasure of meeting Mr. Earl
Culmer, an Iwo Jima Marine veteran.
Mr. Culmer had been befriended by
North Division Officers Jimmy Conley,
Kenneth Elliott, Eric May and Jake
Simmerman, all former Marines, who
provided transportation to the event.
Unfortunately, Mr. Culmer passed away
this past October. A second Iwo Jima
Commemoration was held aboard
USS Texas the following afternoon.
Several Iwo Jima veterans received
medals for their participation in the
battle for Iwo Jima in 1945. We had
the pleasure of meeting and speaking
with several of these gentlemen.
In March we manned our booth at the
Tomball German Festival, followed by
the HPOU Stars and Stripes Charity
Golf Tournament in April. That is one
of my favorite events because I have
the opportunity to see many old HPD
friends, and the support they show for
Operation Lone Star and the troops
we serve is outstanding.
May 9 we attended the 1st Annual
Catfish Fundraiser in Willis, Texas,
hosted by retired HPD Officers Tom
and Debbie Logan, whose son,
Marine Corporal Joey Logan died
in a helicopter crash with five other
Marines in Afghanistan January
19, 2012. The fundraiser benefitted
the Red Lion Project, a retreat for
physically and emotionally wounded
Heroes which Tom and Debbie are
building in Joey’s beloved Montana.
It will have 6 cabins, each one
named for one of The Fallen Six
and will provide outdoor activities
for its guests. We were honored to
present a check for $1,000 to Tom
and Debbie to go toward the costs
of constructing this facility.

Continues on Page 13
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Continues from Page 12
Mid-May brought us to George Bush
Intercontinental Airport and the arrival
of hundreds of Wounded Heroes from
military medical facilities located
all over the country. The show of
support from Houstonians was almost
overwhelming to our visitors who had
no idea what awaited them in the
baggage claim area: military and
law enforcement color guards and
hundreds of cheering citizens offering
support, hugs and kisses.
The next day we drove to Port
O’Connor where the Heroes had been
bussed for fishing and barbeque. As
they arrived at the docks hundreds
more were there to greet the men
and women who were transported
there the night before in addition
to those brought in that morning by
bus from Fort Sam Houston and Fort
Hood. It’s an amazing day and our
most looked forward to event.
May 20 we placed over 600 small flags
at the Fallen Warriors Memorial located
on Cutten Road near Cypresswood
in northwest Harris County. Each flag
signifies a name on the Memorial
Walls, which are dedicated to Texans
killed in Iraq and Afghanistan.

On Memorial Day we attended the
unveiling and dedication of “The
Way Home” Memorial Monument in
Tom Green Park in The Woodlands.
The monument is modeled after two
young men who were residents of The
Woodlands, Army Corporal Cory C.
Kosters who died in Iraq March 5, 2007
and Army Corporal Zach R. Endsley, who
died in Afghanistan June 23, 2007 and
is dedicated to all active-duty military
personnel and veterans of all branches
of the military. It was a touching
ceremony, after which we had the honor
of meeting Corporal Koster’s mother
and Corporal Endsley’s father. We gave
each an Operation Lone Star “Alamo”
challenge coin, which is inscribed with a
depiction of the Alamo, and told them
that as Texans remember the Alamo, we
will always remember their sons.
In June, at the invitation of the
Commanding Officer of 1st Battalion /
23rd Marine Regiment, the Reserve unit
located at Ellington Airport, we attended
the Change of Command Ceremony. We
were allowed to set up a table in order to
make the Marine Reserve unit aware of
our existence and to encourage them to
contact us if we could be of assistance to
them in any way.

We met the incoming Commanding
Officer who assured us he would be
in contact with us. Prior to the July 4th
weekend we returned to the Fallen
Warriors Memorial to place the 600-plus
flags to honor the men and women
whose names are inscribed on its walls.
We participated in The Woodlands
Independence Day Parade, pulling a
float that resembled a Texas flag with
the US and military service flags proudly
flying. A memorable moment occurred
when a young man who appeared to
be in his early 20’s and wearing an “Iraqi
Freedom” cap stepped into the street,
and reached out and gave me a firm
handshake. As he glanced up at my USS
RANGER cap with the Vietnam Service
pin he said, “Thank you for your service,
Sir. Welcome home.” I thanked him but
otherwise was left speechless.
August took us to the annual Hempstead
Watermelon Run for the Fallen, a 5k
dedicated to recognizing the sacrifice of
our military personnel who have been lost
in our current wars. This event is hosted in
the memory of SSgt Jeffery Lee Hartley,
son of Hempstead Chief of Police David
W. Hartley. SSgt Hartley died April 8, 2008
in Iraq when his vehicle encountered an
improvised explosive device.

Continues on Page 14

Left: Memorial Day Tribute at the Fallen Warriors Memorial; Right: The Way Home” Memorial located in Tom Green Park, The Woodlands
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Continues from Page 13
The annual Travis Manion 9/11 Heroes
Run is held at Ellington Airport on or
near September 11. The goal is to
honor the heroes of September 11
and in the current wars as well as
to recognize veterans, active-duty
military personnel, first responders and
civilians who step up when necessary.
This event is held in cities all over the
country and at military facilities all over
the world. In 2015 the Houston event,
as in every time it has been held, raised
more money and had more runners,
participants and volunteers than any
other in the world. This is also a favorite
event because in addition to having
a booth set up we participate in the
run and I have the opportunity to see
my HPD friends.
The weekend of September 20 found
us manning our booth at the annual
Houston Hot Sauce Festival in Stafford.
Each year at the end of the event a
vendor gives us several cases of hot
sauce to place in the care packages.
October was a busy month. In addition to
working the Huntsville Fair on the Square
the first Saturday of the month we spent
each Sunday morning at Christ the King
Church in Kingwood receiving cash and
care package items for their annual
Operation Lone Star Care Package Drive.
November took us to one of our
favorite events, the City of Houston’s
Houston Salutes American Heroes
Veterans Day Celebration and Parade.
The parade was special for me this
year because my son Jimmy, a Marine
veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom
and Operation Enduring Freedom
(Afghanistan) and my daughter
Enid, an Army veteran of Operation
Iraqi Freedom were there to walk the
parade route with me. As in the past
few years we built an Operation Lone
Star parade float decorated with the
American flag, the five service flags,
a POW/MIA flag, a Don’t Tread on
Me Flag, our Operation Lone Star flag
and, new this year, a 50th Anniversary
Vietnam War Commemoration flag.

Vietnam veteran salutes Iraq/Afghanistan
veteran Officer Jimmy Conley after receiving
Vietnam Commemorative t-shirt.

From one veteran to another, thank you for
your service.

In 2015 and 2016 the Department
of Defense sponsored, and is
sponsoring,
nationwide
events
commemorating the beginning of
the United States’ major involvement
in the Vietnam War. The goal is to pay
tribute to Vietnam veterans as well
as recognize the military in general,
regardless
of
where
personnel
were stationed at the time, to show
appreciation for the support from
families, military supporters, and our
allies in the Vietnam War, and to
recognize the advances in science
and medicine as a result of that war.

It was extremely gratifying to see the
expressions on their faces when they were
approached by two young veterans who
thanked them for their service and, in
most cases, exchanged handshakes or
salutes after receiving the t-shirts.

As “Commemorative Partners” we
special-ordered
Operation
Lone
Star t-shirts inscribed with the 50th
Anniversary logo. As we walked
the parade route we gave a t-shirt
to each man we recognized as
a Vietnam veteran, either by the
military or “Veteran” ball cap or t-shirt
many wore or by the Vietnam-era
uniforms some wore.

In early December, for the 3rd consecutive
year we conducted our Operation Lone
Star Christmas Wreath Ceremonies. We
first went to Brookside Cemetery in far
north Houston, where my father, a World
War II veteran, is buried and we placed a
wreath over his grave. Then, as in the past
two years, we picked a random section
and looked for grave markers which
designated graves as belonging to a
veteran. We placed a total of 75 wreaths
on veteran’s graves at Brookside.
We then proceeded to Rosewood
Cemetery in Humble where a childhood
friend is buried. Specialist 4th Class
John Lee Dobroski was killed in Vietnam
January 17, 1971.

Continues on Page 15
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Forrest Wayne Turbeville
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Honor Flight - November, 2015
HPROA’S Forrest Turbeville was chosen
to participate in and attend an Honor
Flight to Washington, D.C.
An honor flight is an effort to honor
World War II veterans with an allexpenses paid trip to our nation’s
capital, Washington D.C.
Forrest
Turbeville, now 88 years old, is a
veteran of WW II, having volunteered
for service to his country in the United
States Coast Guard.
After being
trained as a medical corpsman, he
was assigned to serve with the United
States Marine Corps.

On Saturday, November 7, 2015, Forrest
and twenty-five other WW II vets and their
“Guardians” left Bush Intercontinental
Airport in Houston for the “Honor Flight” to
Washington. A “Guardian” is a volunteer
civilian who is assigned full time to each
veteran for their flight and weekend in the
nation’s capital. Many veterans of this age
have physical and memory issues which
require this type of accompaniment. Of
course, Forrest did not actually require
this type of assistance but was only too
happy to accept this help. The itinerary
for this weekend was as follows:
Neckware I.D.’s were issued to all honor
flight veterans.

At the airport, there were many people
lined up to cheer the veterans off on their
trip. Forrest received an official U.S. Coast
Guard insignia for his I.D. The group cleared
airport security and were seated on their
plane. Water cannons sprayed their plane
prior to take off.
The flight landed at Ronald Reagan Airport
and again, water cannons sprayed the
plane to welcome the flight to D.C. As they
exited their plane at the terminal, there
were Honor Guards from all five branches
of the military service there to welcome
as well as honor these members of the
“Greatest Generation”.

Continues on Page 19

Continues from Page 14
We placed a wreath on his grave then
began our search for military veterans,
placing another 75 wreaths on gravesites.
I previously mentioned the Fallen
Warriors Memorial in which Texans killed
in Iraq and Afghanistan are forever
remembered. I have the honor and the
privilege of being responsible for the US
and military flags at that location. When
we receive notice that a Texan has
been killed I lower the flags to half-staff.
I also turn on lights that illuminate three
trees located behind the Memorial;
one red, one white and one blue. The
flags remain at half-staff and the lights
on until the Fallen Warrior is returned to
his home in Texas.

For quite some time we’ve been
attempting
to
communicate
with
the Houston VA Hospital but due to
government bureaucracy have been
unsuccessful. Recently, however, a
member of Christ the King Church in
Kingwood contacted Vice-President
Judy Pierce and gave her the name of a
potential contact there. Judy called the
gentleman, explained who we are and
what we do and have done, and told
him we would like to do something for the
patients at the hospital. He agreed to work
with us and advised Judy that they are in
need of blankets, robes, socks and other
items for their patients. She explained that
we could easily take care of those needs.

I had to perform these duties for
Staff Sergeant Michael A. Cinco of
Mercedes, Texas. He was one of 6 US
Air Force personnel killed by a suicide
bomber while on patrol in Afghanistan
December 21, 2015.

We will be meeting soon to make plans
and confirm a date for the donation
of these and other items. Judy advised
the contact that we would not donate
items to the hospital but to the individual
veterans, and that these items would
belong to them and would be taken
with them when and if they are released
from the hospital. The contact agreed
and is going to allow us to visit individual
patient rooms so that we may provide
the patients with the items.

In addition to the quarterly and asneeded or requested mail-outs, and the
standard events and ceremonies we
have plans to do more in 2016.

We will also provide Operation Lone
Star-Texans Supporting Our Troops /
Vietnam War Commemoration t-shirts to
Vietnam veterans we encounter at the
VA Hospital, whether they are on an inpatient or out-patient basis.
2015 was an exciting and gratifying
year for Operation Lone Star-Texans
Supporting Our Troops. We’re looking
forward to getting to work in 2016.
If you have loved ones or friends
who are currently deployed, please
contact us at OperationLoneStar@
hotmail.com and we will add them to
our care package list.
On behalf of Vice-President Judy
Pierce,
Secretary/Treasurer
Sandy
Alexander and, most importantly, the
troops we serve, I want to thank you for
your continued support.
God bless our troops and God bless America.

Retired HPD Officer Jim Conley,
January, 2016
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

FEBRUARY

MARCH

1, 1986
5, 1943
6, 1936
6, 1945
4, 1938
7,		
11, 1943
12, 1993
17, 1948
20, 1952
21, 1934
27, 1965

1, 1946
5, 1999
6, 1945
7, 1949
7, 1970
8, 1949
12, 1950
12, 1965
17. 1973
20, 1962
23. 1991
24		
28, 1953
29		
31, 1945

Ken and Reidun Hilleman
Clarence Hightower
Delia Delano
Nelson J. Zoch
Willian Sanders
James O. (J.O.) Parker
Charles Niemeier
Bobbie Gene and Carmen Lott
Terri Grossman
R. Hal and Jimmy Watson
Nelson Foehner
Carolyn and Ken Maniscalco

Jack Grossman
Allen and Mary Lou Tharling
Ken Maniscalco
Kathryn L. (Lavonda) Panzer
Terri and Jack Grossman
Bill and Marie Fish
Eddie Pat Aldridge
Doug and Maudie Hamilton
Barbara and Don Cotten
Jeanet and Clarence Pietsch
Patsy and Ed Whitehead
Ruth Massey
Mary Sue Zoch
Jean Edwards
Roy Shepherd

Memorial Oaks Cemetery Plots
One cemetery plot in Memorial Oaks Cemetery on 1-10
west/Eldridge.
Two burials are allowed in this plot. Lots are worth $8,000.
Would sell for $3,500.
Contact Doug Bostock, 281-890-7610.

Star * Dot * Star Computer Consulting
(In business since 1992)

Computer Repairs, Malware and Virus removal
Networking and Printer install, Data Recovery and more!

Ed Cuccia

713.974.0074
edcuccia@star-dot-star.biz
www.star-dot-star.biz
HPD RETIRED Class of 78 		

Don’t trust your computer to a stranger!
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By Earl D. Musick
As Houston Police Officers, we used
whatever resources we had available,
in arresting the bad guys. A recent
newspaper article, from late 1974,
brought back memories about three
Homicide detectives who were down
to their last three bullets after a chase
and shootout with a suspected rapist.
On Friday at around 3:00 p.m. a
teenage girl was shopping at the
Northline Shopping Mall, in her father’s
new white over red Grand Torino.
While at the mall, she was abducted
and taken to an abandoned house
in the 3200 block of Mansfield, where
she was robbed and raped. After
raping this teenager, the abductor
tied her up and left her in a trashed
out abandoned house. The suspect
then left in the victim’s car.

Homicide detectives Larry S. Ott and
his partner Van C. Knox were assigned
the investigation and they talked with
Detective Carolyn L. Stephenson
about the case. The three detectives
theorized the rapist probably lived in
Acres Homes and would be showing
off the car to his friends, since it was
Saturday night. With these thoughts
in mind, they drove out to the area
looking for the car.
As the detectives had theorized, the
suspect was showing the stolen car to
some friends at a local beer joint off
Desoto. When they spotted the car,
the suspect was in the driver’s seat
and there were two or three males
standing near the car. Van was driving
the unmarked police car with Larry in
the front passenger seat and Carolyn
in the back seat on the passenger side.

The decision was made to attempt an
arrest and Van pulled into the parking lot
beside the stolen car. Larry and Carolyn
identified themselves as police officers
and pointed their guns at the suspect
demanding he step out of the car.
Looking down the barrels of two pistols,
the suspect chose to flee in the car, going
west on Desoto at a high rate of speed.
Van said the chase was very short, since
the suspect lost control of the car and
crashed into a ditch in the 3700 block of
Desoto, near the White Oak Bayou. Van
remembered it being very dark and the
suspect immediately came out of his
car and fired four shots at the pursuing
officers. They returned the gun fire using
all their bullets except for the three,
which were in Van’s pistol. As the suspect
disappeared into the dark woods both
Larry and Carolyn were out of bullets.
The gun fire attracted the attention of
Marshall Williams, the manager of a
nearby motel, who believed Larry and
Van were attacking Carolyn. Mr. Williams
got his own pistol and confronted the
detectives. After being shot at by the
suspect, the detectives now had a
second person pointing a gun at them
demanding they drop their guns. If Larry
and Carolyn were not out of bullets, this
case could have turned out badly.

Continues on Page 19
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Continues from Page 18
The three detectives were eventually able
to convince Mr. Williams they were police
officers attempting to arrest a suspected
rapist. Although the suspect had evaded
arrest, they soon learned his identity and
where he lived. His house was very close
and the detectives wanted to see if the
suspect had ran home. The problem
was, they had two empty guns and Van
only had three bullets left in his gun.

Feeling it necessary to immediately check
the suspect’s home, the resourceful
detectives persuaded Mr. Williams to lend
them his gun. They found the suspect at
his home and he was arrested without
further incident. The suspect was later
identified by the victim and charged
with aggravated robbery, sexual assault
and attempted capital murder. Van
could not recall the suspect’s name and
unfortunately Larry and Carolyn have
passed away after having outstanding
careers in the Houston Police Department.

Larry’s widow Betty Ott had an old
copy of a newspaper article about this
incident, but it did not name the suspect.
At the time of this incident, Van was a
new detective assigned to the Homicide
Division and he remembers in detail that
Saturday night, which he believes was in
late October or early November of 1974.
Van recently drove out to the area of this
incident and the old motel and beer joint
are no longer there.

Enroute to dinner that Saturday
evening, there were many United
States Marines at the hotel celebrating
the Birthday of the Marine Corps,
November 10. The Marines and their
dates/spouses snapped to attention
as the veterans passed through the
lobby area on the way to dinner. A
great meal was enjoyed in a private
dining area at the hotel.

Sunday morning, after breakfast, the
group boarded the bus and visited the
Arlington National Cemetery, where
they observed the “Changing of the
Guard” at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier. Following that, they visited the
World War II Memorial, the Viet Nam
and Korean War Memorials, and the
Lincoln and Washington Monuments.

Continues from Page 15
Forrest’s guardian was a gentleman
named Jim Hamilton who met Forrest
at the airport in D.C. The first stop for
the chartered bus was the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Memorial, then on to the Iwo
Jima Memorial, and then to the Air Force
Memorial. The veterans were then taken
to their hotel where they were assigned
their rooms. Forrest’s roommate was Mr.
Evan Sisley, who for some time has been
the medical aide for President George
H.W. Bush.

Continues on Page 23

Call President Alan Helfman

President Alan Helfman
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Brothers in Arms
By J.V. St. John

Something happened over the last
few months and got me to thinking,
a scary thought. As most of you are
aware of, our organization came to
the aid of a fellow officer that came
upon hard times. Everybody pitched
in and I was totally amazed at the
help and assistance we did for this
officer. Not only our organization but
the HPOU also assisted.
As we were sitting around the
table after one of our meetings a
couple of months ago, there was an
associate member there. We were
mapping out our plans and what
we were going to do. The associate
member made the remark that he
had never seen someone coming
to the assistance of a member like
us. I truly think he was glad to be a
member of our organization.
As I said that got me to thinking
about other organizations that were
close and would come to the aid
of one of their comrades. I am sure
there are several but the ones that
came to mind were those involving
the military. For instance, the Navy
SEALS, jet fighter pilots, Medal of
Honor winners, and brothers in arms
that survived a life changing battle
they were in. Every one of these will
help a brother at the drop of a hat
because they stay close to each
other and have a certain bond.
Of course you cannot mention any
group without not mentioning your
church. They too are very close and
aid their members in any way they
can and they are a great comfort to
you if you are in need of help.

But anybody from SWAT knows who
the leader of the team was, and they
would unanimously agree that it was
indeed a team effort, but they would
also agree there is no disputing that
Sandy was the “leader of the team”!
From all of us: Thanks Sandy!
All you have to do is notify them and
the ball starts rolling. The one thing
they do is start praying and that
is a great help and comfort. Not
every one may be a member of a
church for whatever the reason, but
remember, there are no atheists in
a foxhole, and if you have been on
the streets for any length of time, you
have been in a foxhole.
We may have a problem with some
officers we work with and don’t really
care to hang around them but when
they drop an assist, you don’t care
who dropped it or why, you hit the
gas and on your way because it is a
brother in blue that needs help and
you are going to get there or die
trying, and that has happened too
many times. The responding officers
will always say, I’m right on top of it
even if they are miles away. They
will jeopardize maybe getting days
off or get themselves hurt or killed in
an accident but they don’t care, a
brother needs you and needs you
now. You always do it first and then
ask for forgiveness, you don’t bother
asking for permission.
The ones I mentioned, except church,
I think most everyone would like to be
a member of such an organization as
that, and if you are in one of them you
are in, if you are not one of them there
is no way you can ever be a part of
them and know the camaraderie of
being one of them. I feel the same
way about being a Houston Police
Officer and a member of the HPROA.

I am sure there are other organizations
out there that are as close as ours
and those of the military but ours
has to be one of the best. Even
in our department there are other
groups that have their own little clubhomicide, solos, narcotics, accident,
SWAT, Park Place Rangers, the
Northeast gang, if your parole officer
will let you be a member, you know I’m
just kidding, ect. to name a few, but
they are still a member of our group.
When I started this article I had only
one thing in mind and that was the
close brotherhood we share but it looks
like it is turning into a reason to join
the HPROA. By now in life we all have
our heads on straight and manage
to make it day to day but you never
know what is around the next bend.
This also reminds me of a story
about Stan Horn, he was one of my
sergeants at North Shepherd. I saw
him several years after he retired
and he looked terrible. I asked him
how he was feeling and he said he
had brain cancer along with many
other problems and they have given
him 6 months to live. I told him that
there are no guarantees in life, very
profound statement, don’t you think?
He then told me that he already has
his funeral planned out and had his
pallbearers picked and he had to go
to one of their funerals just a week
ago. You just never know what God
has in store for us, we just have to be
as ready as we can.
J.V. St. John
PS-Well, Navy did it to Army……………
………………….....................AGAIN. That
makes it 14 in a row…I just could not
pass this up without saying something..
GOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO Navy
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Saturday, March 10, 1860

Officer Foley murdered in market area by
local citizen-talk of a lynching was quelled
By Nelson Zoch
From the Houston Weekly Telegraph,
Tuesday, March 13, 1860:
ATROCIOUS DEED-POLICEMAN KILLED
WHILE ON DUTY
“This morning while Policeman Foley
was attending to his duties in the
market, Michael Flock attempted to
interfere, when the policeman struck
him. Flock made off at once, got a
double-barrelled gun, and shot Foley
dead on the spot. A good deal of
excitement was manifested and some
talk of lynching him at once, but the
police hurried the prisoner off to the
calaboose, and it is hoped the law
will be justly dealt to him. He had no
business to interfere with a policeman
on duty, in the first place, and we have
yet to hear any excuse attempted for
the deed. The coroner’s jury have (sic)
returned the following verdict”:
“We, the jury, duly empanelled, tried
and sworn, this the 10th of March, 1860,
to sit upon the body of one deceased,
Edward Foley, having heard the
evidence of several witnesses, say
that the deceased came to his death
by wounds received by a double
barrelled gun, discharged from the
hands of Michael Flock”.
The
Houston
Weekly
Tuesday, March 20, 1860:

Telegraph,

“Michael Flock, who killed Edward
Foley last Saturday, was arrested
and brought before an examining
court on Monday, when, after an
extended trial, was admitted to bail
in the sum of $8,000.

Some dissatisfaction, being expressed
by the public at the bail, he was rearrested and brought before Chief
Justice Shearn, by whom the bail
was raised to $15,000. Many think
it was not a bailable case, but a
deliberate murder.
It does not
become us editorially to pass any
judgement upon it. We confess we
were struck with horror when the
details of the case were made known
to us, and from all we could hear,
were inclined to regard it as a crime
technically known as murder-a crime,
rarely if ever, committed in Texas.
We presume some
considerable
paliatory circumstances must have
appeared on the trial to justify bail
being allowed. Not having heard the
evidence, we are of course, ignorant
of what they were. As Mr. Flock has
submitted to the laws, the people
should submit also, and let his trial be
full and fair”.
While the above were verbatim from
newspaper accounts of the day, the
story continues:
Michael Flock was indicted for the
Murder of Officer C. Edward Foley in
the 11th District Court of Harris County
on May 7, 1860. This began a most
unusual chain of events which saw
legal proceedings occur over the next
six years without any final disposition.
Harris County Sheriff’s Deputy Doug
M. Hudson, HPD Retired, provided
this author with extensive research he
compiled into the court proceedings.
I have reviewed these documents
with Deputy Hudson and we are
unable to determine not only a final
disposition, but a plausible reason for
this obvious miscarriage of justice.

Page 137 of proceedings: May 15, 1860
In this case on motion of the District
Attorney, it is ordered that a special
venue facias issue returnable on Tuesday
next the 15th of May directed to the
Sheriff of Harris County.
p. 159 of proceedings:
He appeared in court with five men
who severely acknowledge themselves
indebted to the State of Texas in the sum
of $400.00 each to be made and levied
on their respective property for the use of
the State of Texas. Wording is such that it
appears that these five men were made
to appear in open court any time that
Michael Flock was ordered to appear.
Next page- four more named men under
same proceedings.
May 16, 1860, page 161- ten more men
added to the bond.
Thursday, December 13, 1862- Continued,
April 29, 1863- continued, and on
12/4/1863-continued.
Thursday, 12/21/1865- Reba and
Martin
Floeck
appeared
and
severely acknowledged themselves
indebted to the State of Texas in the
amount of $15,000.00.
NOTE: There is a discrepancy in the
original newspaper articles and the later
court proceedings. This difference was
in the name of FLOCK and FLOECK.
However, this is believed to be the
same person, merely a difference in the
spelling of the name in that era. Also,
please note the lost years, from 18621865, these being the primary years of
the War Between the States.

Continues on Page 22
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There are more lost years, as the
name of Michael Floeck does
not resurface in newspaper
accounts until 1885. A summary
of his activities, as printed in the
Galveston Daily News, are as
follows:
March, 1885- in Michael Floeck’s
show window on Travis Street,
there is exhibited a gold and
silver medal to be awarded in an
upcoming shooting competition.
July, 1885- an assault and battery
charge was dismissed against
Michael Floeck.
August, 1885- a burglar was
captured by police and several
weapons belonging to Michael
Floeck
and
another
local
businessman were recovered.
Indications were that these items
were taken from Michael Floeck’s
place on business on Travis.
September, 1886- Michael Floeck
was on a streetcar with another
well known businessman when
this man was assassinated. Floeck
was also in the company of other
well-connected
businessman
leaving a theatre performance.
August, 1887- Michael Floeck
was
making
considerable
improvements to property owned
by him.
April, 1888- Mike Floeck was
crowned the King in a shooting
competition among the town’s
elite at a local shooting club.

October, 1888- Mike Floeck was
chosen as a delegate from
Houston’s Second Ward to a
local political convention.
August and September, 1890Michael
Floeck
was
again
mentioned as a convention
delegate.
May, 1891- he was listed as
a witness in a local civil court
proceeding.
Galveston Daily News, July 10,
1891- FUNERAL OF MIKE FLOECK“This forenoon at 10 o’clock the
funeral of the late Mike Floeck
took place from the residence
of Mr. William Riter, in the Second
Ward.
Why and How did Michael Floeck
escape justice? Or did he?
There seems to have been a
complete turnaround in the
plight of Michael Floeck.
He
was nearly lynched on the spot
for his murdering Officer Foley.
Note the above change of tune
in the newspaper articles in just
the passing of one week. The
newspaper changed from “He
had no business to interfere with
a policeman doing his duty” to
“It does not become us to pass
judgement upon him”. One can
only wonder what must have
happened in just a short week for
the newspaper to lighten its stand
against this Michael Floeck.
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It is known that Floeck was a
member of a prominent family
in Houston at the time involved
in the beer brewing business
and very likely, a family of some
wealth.
It appears
from the
above newspaper stories that a
number of businessmen came
forward to guarantee his bail. The
disposition of the case seemed
to stall during the Civil War years.
His funeral notice indicated that
he served during the war “with
much credit”.
While this is speculation on the
part of this writer, it seems to
be a possible (but certainly
not justifiable) explanation that
Michael Floeck went off to the
Civil War in some type of attempt
to amend for his murderous
actions in taking the life of an
Officer of the Law. Could he have
done this to redeem himself and
then continued as a businessman
and political newcomer in the
years following the war? Just as
well, he could have served some
time for his murderous deed after
the war and prior to his name
resurfacing in 1885. It would seem
rather unusual for a convicted
criminal to begin a new business
20 years later and be successful
in that endeavor without family
connections.
At this time, more importantly,
nothing is known about Officer
Foley’s family nor about his final
resting place.
May Houston
Police Officer C.Edward Foley
continue to REST IN PEACE.

See us online at
w w w.h p d r e ti r e d . c o m
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Unfortunately, the weekend was
over much too soon and it was
time to return to Reagan Airport for
the flight back to Houston. Again,
cheering crowds and water
cannons honored the veterans.
On the plane enroute to Houston,
the director of the Honor Flight
announced that the plane was
300 miles from Houston and that it
was “Mail Call” time. Calling out
the veterans name just as it was
done in their service years, large
envelopes were handed out to
each veteran which contained a
number of cards and letters from
friends and cohorts of the vets.

Forrest had over eighty cards and
well wishes. Some of the cards
were from President George H.W.
Bush, Texas Governor Greg Abbott,
Senator Ted Cruz, Montgomery
County Tommy Gage, and many
of Forrest’s friends and co-workers
during his many years with HPD.
Forrest is a native of Mineola,
Texas, and the Superintendent of
Schools there sent Forrest a copy
of some of his report cards from
his educational efforts as a child.
At the November HPROA monthly
meeting, Forrest was asked to
share those report cards with the
membership, but was reluctant to
do so. He actually respectfully and
emphatically declines to do so.

This was a memorable and
emotional trip for Forrest and
all of these honored veterans.
Congratulations to Forrest for
being allowed to experience this
event. All are proud of you, Forrest.
Forrest joined HPD in 1950 in
Academy Class #6 and retired
in 1978, having worked in the
Juvenile Division for many years.
He and his wife of sixty-nine years,
Sue, reside in rural Montgomery
County. While both have health
issues, they are taking care of
each other with the assistance of
several family members.
Nelson Zoch
January 17, 2016

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper.
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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HPROA Benefits

In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired
officers to have the same type of organized representation that
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired
officers an official organization to represent them regarding
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits.
The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization.
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being:
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.
The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from
within its membership and answers only to the membership of
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?
Membership Benefits
I. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension
benefits
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by sponsoring reunions
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception
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IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of
deceased member
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607
E. Whitney.

This is Your Retired Badge

Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper.
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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Killed in the Line of Duty

February

March

19, 1921 Johnnie Davidson

10, 1860 C. Edward Foley

20, 1959 Claude E. Branon

24. 1954 Fred Maddox Jr.

17, 1882 Richard Snow		

8, 1963 James T. Walker

23, 1960 Gonzalo Q. Gonzales

15, 1891 James Fenn

29, 1982 Winston J. Rawlins

18, 1965 Herbert N. Planer

14, 1928 Carl Greene		

29, 1982 William E. Deleon

23, 1983 Charles Robert Coates 9. 1935 Rempsey Sullivan 7, 2002 Keith A. Dees
18, 1988 Andrew Winzer

24, 1938 Marion E. Palmer

26, 2004 Francisco Cantu

New Members of HPROA
December 2015 - January 2016
DECEMBER:
Calvin E. Adolph, Al Baker, Edgar Graveline, David W.
Hallene, Richard L. Klotz, Thuy T. Pham, John A. Roberson,
Gene Sealy, James T. Smith, Marty Uphoff, and Michael
Wick (11).

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS APPROVED:
Tom Harris was approved as an Associate Member (sponsor
Fred Walshburger) and Lela Sharp (sponsor M.D. Beale) has
made an application.

JANUARY:
Bradley A. Piel, Louis F. Roy, Genni Ruzzi, John Schimmelbusch,
Randle W. Smith, and Clement Zientek. (6).

Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
Family Assistance Unit:

Burial Fund:

Senior Police Officers Michael Newsome, 713-308-1237 and Bob
Sampiere, 713-308-1240.

713-308-1226. Leave message for someone to contact you.

If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center,
713-308-1500.

Retiree Roundup
The Retired Badge February - March 2016 Edition
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RETIRED OFFICERS ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE

FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • DOUG BOSTOCK • RAY SMITH

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance.

DECEMBER 10, 2015
Charles Squyres: (11-5-15 nf)
We
received a very brief email message
this evening from Charlie’s wife which
stated that Charlie was in an Austin
hospital because he was retaining
too much fluid and a very bad
cough. If anyone has more info as to
the hospital he is in and/or a contact
phone for Charlie or his wife, please
forward that to either Foehner @ 713857-2924 or Bostock @ 281-221-7466
Danny Macejewski: (11-6-15 db/nf)
Suffering with breathing difficulty and
other symtoms, Danny drove himself
to St. Lukes Med Center this past
Monday where he was admitted.
E.R.tests revealed one 100% blockage
near the heart which was stented, this
being one of four previous stents. This
blockage was very likely the cause of
many of his heart and health issues.
Danny contacted Pat Kainer who
teamed with Doug Bostock who went
to St. Lukes today, picked him up, got
his vehicle released without parking
fees, and took him home to Chappell
Hill. We give God the glory for bringing
Danny through this close call and our
prayers go up for Danny’s continued
successful recovery.
Our thanks also to Pat and Doug for
assisting Danny upon release and
moving him home.

David Galindo: (11-6-15 nf) We
visited with Mary Ann, the wife,
today and she reported that David
is doing better. He is eating much
better to the point that they will
likely remove his feeding tube
today. He knows and recognizes
Mary Ann but gets confused about
people and things going on around
him. He gets frustrated when he
tries to do something by himself but
staff won’t allow him that freedom
being
concerned
about
him
falling. Mary Ann will update on
Wednesday when they may move
him from TIRR in the Woodlands to
a skilled nursing facility. Keep your
prayers for David coming daily.
David Galindo: Update(11-12-15 nf)
We visited with his wife, Mary Ann,
today and she reports that David was
moved to Villa Toscana Rehab Center,
15655 Cypress Woods Medical Drive
behind the Kelsey Seybold Medical
Center. Today was their 2nd day there
and David fell while putting his clothes
on. The staff was trying to determine if
David sustained any injury particularly
to his head. David continues to be
in a confused state and changes
in his meds seems to be causing
hallucinations so they are regulating
those to get him more stable.

David
Galindo:
Update(11-21-15
nf) We visited with Mary Ann by
phone today and she reports David
is still at Villa Toscana off of FM 1960
waiting to be transferred to a facility
in Conroe that deals with traumatic
brain injuries. Currently, David is still
in a confused state and not walking
well. Hopefully, they will remove the
feeding tube Monday. His condition
will likely not change until they get to
the other facility and until then, she
asks for our continual prayers. 15015
Cypress Wood Medical Drive.
David Galindo: UPDATE(11-27-15 nf)
Mary Ann called to report that David
was transferred on Thanksgiving
Day from Villa Toscana to Memorial
Hermann Woodlands due to an
infection, possibly Colitis, which has
caused a setback in treatment.
However, she stated that he is doing
better today and was able to eat
and keep it down. They did remove
his feeding tubes before he became
ill so that is an improvement. When he
is released from hospital, she plans on
moving him to a nursing facility closer
to home.
Keep David and Mary Ann in your
daily prayers.

Continue to keep David and Mary
Ann in your prayers.

Continues on Page 28
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Donald I. Baker: (11-9-15 - Janet Baker
to Forrest) We received a phone call
this date from Janet stating that Don
had a slight stroke on 10-31-15 and he
is currently in the Health South of the
Woodlands Rehab facility, 117 Vision
Blvd. Shenandoah, Texas, 77384
room # 315 (pho- 936-444-1915). His
left eyelid is slightly dropped, the left
corner of his mouth is slightly dropped
when he smiles and his speech
is slightly impaired. Don also has
neuropathy in his feet and legs but he
has a “scooter” that FAC gave him
about 5 years ago to get around on.
Please keep both Don and Janet in
your daily prayers.
Charlie Squyres: (11-12-15 nf) We
visited with Charlie by phone today
and he reports that he recently was
admitted to the Austin Heart hospital.
He had a cough that grew steadily
worse and after an appointment with
his Primary Care physician, he had him
admitted for tests. Those tests resulted
in a diagnosis of congestive heart
failure with blockage in two arteries.
Three cardiologists advised him that
they could do surgery but his chances
of surviving surgery were not good. It
was surgery or go home. Charlie went
home and is now on medications that
will hopefully prolong his life. He still
has his cough but otherwise feels fine
except for shortness of breath. Put
Charlie on you daily prayer list.
Richard
Delano:
(11-12-15
–
(E-mail message as received from
daughter Cindy).
Richard “Rip”
Delano, a retiree since 1980 has
been busy moving to Goliad and
then back to Houston about eight
years ago. Since he came back to
Houston, he started showing signs of
dementia. It was about 2011 when
he was admitted into the hospital
that he was diagnosed with the
Alzheimer’s disease.

Since that time the disease has
overtaken the “Rip” we all used to
know. He can no longer drive or
do anything on his own. His wife
Delia, is his caretaker and it can be
overwhelming at times. Rip can only
be taken care of by a handful of
relatives. His daughter, Cindy Delano,
retired last November so she could
help her mother since this is a very
debilatating disease and it effects
all the family members in one way
or another.
Their granddaughter,
Angela Jiminez, has also stepped in
to help her grandparents with getting
things done around the house. Both
daughter and granddaughter assist
in driving them to their medical
appointments, grocery shopping, etc.
Other than the Alzheimer’s disease,
Rip has no other medical issues. He
can no longer bathe himself but
does walk around slowly. He can no
longer play golf, ride horses or work
in the yard. He can talk but cannot
hold a conversation. He eats well,
his wife cooks just about every meal
unless one of their daughters or son
takes them out to eat. He cannot
order from a menu (it is confusing for
him) but we manage to choose one
of his favorites.
Dorothy Ashby: Update (11-16-2015)
and Jim on a Norweigen cruise ship
headed to Cozumel, stepped on to
recently mopped floor, slipped and
fell, breaking her right arm. The on
board medical staff
Xrayed and
stabilized the arm. An ambulance will
transport her to a local hospital where
the arm will be set. It appears their 7
day vacation is cut down to two days.
Flying home tomorrow? Medical cost
paid today at my expense was $2,900.
No feasible airline service so we will
stay on board. Additional surgery will
be after return with my HMO.

Dorothy Ashby: Update (11-27-15
nf) Dorothy will finally get to see a
specialist tomorrow and hopefully
move forward to correct damage
to the bone in her arm suffered in a
fall aboard a cruise ship a couple
of weeks ago. We pray she will get
some long awaited relief/treatment
with full recovery soon.
Steve Toth: (11-25-2015) rh - Kari Toth
(Steve’s wife) called and advised
us tonight that Steve had to be
admitted to St. Lukes Hospital today
for emergency abdominal surgery.
He began having severe stomach
pains and nausea. They contacted
his doctor and were advised to
go immediately to the emergency
room. He knew he had an hernia, but
apparently it had became inflamed
and emergency surgery was required.
Please keep Steve in your prayers.
Steve is in room Y1539 at St Luke’s and
can be called at 832-355-2398.
UPDATE: (11-27-15 nf) We visited with
Steve by phone this evening and he
reports that he is recovering from
surgery performed last Wednesday
where they removed 6 inches of
infected small intestine caused
by an inflamed hernia. He is on a
feeding tube and has yet to eat any
foods by mouth but he is steadily
improving and doctors may advise
him tomorrow when he could expect
to go home. Continue to keep Steve
in your prayers. See previous update
for phone # & and give him a call.
Update: (11-30-15) rh - We talked to
Steve today and found that he is still in
St. Luke’s Hospital. He sounded much
stronger today, but said that he is still
not being permitted to eat. He is only
being permitted to sip water and ice.

Continues on Page 29
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Tomorrow he may possibly be given
broth and soup. He is doing some
walking with the aid of a walker.
Doctors advised Steve is healing well,
but they have not determined a
definite discharge date. Steve is still
in room Y1539 at St Luke’s and can be
called at 832-355-2398. Please keep
Steve in your prayers.
Update (12-03-15rh) - We talked
to Steve last night and he stated
he has been released from the
hospital and now is at home
recovering from his surgery and is
doing well. Last Wednesday they
removed 6 inches of infected small
intestine caused by an inflamed
hernia.
He welcomes calls and
he can be reached at 832-3552398. Update – (12-5-15 – rh) - We
posted a few days ago that Steve
had been released from St. Luke’s
Hospital after having abdominal
surgery and a portion of his small
intestine removed. Steve is doing
well at home and welcomes
phone calls from friends. In the
previous
update
the
wrong
number was given. The correct
number for Steve is 713-725-1589.
John Gallemore: Update - (12-115 - Forrest) We visited with John
and his wife, Terry, this date in
their home. John has had cancer
and muscular dystrophy (M/S) for
several months and his condition
has deteriorated in the past week.
He is currently under hospice care
and medication. Terry has stated
please no phone calls due to his
condition and he sleeps quiet a
lot. Please keep she and John in
your daily prayers for courage,
comfort and peace.

Craig Gaines: (12-2-15, Zoch), Son
of Sue and HPD RETIRED DEPUTY
CHIEF BILL GAINES, is in Humble’s
Memorial Hermann’s Hospital system
and on this date, December 2,
2015, underwent extensive surgery
involving his colon. He is in recovery
at this time and it appears that
more extensive surgery will likely be
required. Please consider prayers
for Craig and the extended Gaines
family at this time. More to follow.

DEATHS DURING THE
MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2015
BOBBIE MADDOX RENEAU (WIFE OF
RETIRED MEMBER EDWIN W. RENEAU)
NOVEMBER 8, 2015
STEPHEN
P.
MILLER
NOVEMBER 10, 2015

THE LOVE OF THE LORD
THERE IS NO GREATER JOY THAN
TO HEAR THAT MY CHILDREN ARE
WALKING IN THE TRUTH
– (3 john 1:4 – niv)
HE IS LIKE A FATHER TO US, TENDER AND
SYMPATHETIC….THE LOVING KINDNESS
OF THE LORD IS FROM EVERLASTING
TO EVERLASTING.
– (pslam 103:13, 17 – nlv)
THEN JESUS TOOK THE CHILDREN IN HIS
ARMS, PUT HIS HANDS ON THEM, AND
BLESSED THEM.

JANUARY 14, 2016

(RETIREE)

STEPHEN DAVIDEK (RETIRED MEMBER
– RADIO OPERATOR III)
NOVEMBER 11, 2015
PATRICIA HINTON (WIFE OF RETIREE
JOSEPH M. HINTON)
NOVEMBER 11, 2015
PERRY CLARK (RETIREE)
NOVEMEMBER 15, 2015
JOE A. SCOTT (RETIRED MEMBER)
NOVEMBER 16, 2015
PEARLYE ALCORN (SPOUSE OF
DECEASED MEMBER BENNY L.
ALCORN), NOVEMBER 25, 2015
CLARENCE A. ALBRECHT (RETIRED
MEMBER) NOVEMBER 28, 2015

A. B. (Lightning) Lewis: (12-8-15 nfdb) We visited with Lewis today by
phone and he says he feels O.K.
but has trouble walking. They are
keeping him in physical therapy
and he is improving each day.
His spirits appear to be good. He
takes calls on his cell, 713-6863674. He is at Brookdale Rehab
Center, 13500 Breton Ridge off of
FM 1960 near Willowbrook Mall. His
daughter Pam reports that A.B. will
be moved on the 27th to a facility
off of Mason Rd.
Jerry Carpenter: (12-11-15 nf) We
visited with Jerry this evening by
phone and he reports that he
is cancer free, however he has
problems keeping his bone marrow
count, red cell and white blood cell
count at normal levels.

JOHN MARTIN FISHER (RETIRED
MEMBER) NOVEMBER 29, 2015

Continues on Page 30
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He also said that he has lost most
of his eye sight due to glaucoma.
He said, other than tha,t he was
doing allright. Keep Jerry in your
prayers and give him a call at
936-827-2230.
Jean Watt: (12-15-15 rh) - We
visited with Jean today and he
stated that he is doing well. He
said that his last two visits to his
oncologist, tests have shown
that he is cancer free. He said
that since tests have shown he is
cancer free he is being scheduled
to have the port in his upper
right chest (used by doctors to
administer chemo) removed by
his surgeon within the next week
or so. He has had the port for over
a year. God Bless Jean and his
family and we are all thankful to
God for his successful treatment.

Pray for Doug’s recovery and
well being until and throughout
his next procedure.

Lift up your prayers for Sue that
she would fully recover and be
released soon.

Steve Toth: (12-15-15 rh) - Steve
had surgery several weeks ago
due a portion of his small intestine
becoming infected. Surgeons
had to remove 5 to 6 inches of
his intestine. The first week after
the surgery Steve had to be fed
intravenously, then only a soft food
diet. He is now on a regular diet.
Steve had planned on attending
our last monthly meeting, but
was unable to due to a doctor’s
appointment. Please keep Steve
in your prayers and give thanks to
God for his successful recovery.

Update: (1-3-16 nf) Sue was
finally released from Willowbrook
Methodist Hospital and is now
at home, Her bladder infection
turned into a blood infection
which they were able to resolve
but she continued to have an
elevated blood pressure which
they finally have under control.

Doug Bostock: (12-15-15 nf) Doug
will undergo a procedure this
morning at Methodist Willowbrook
Hospital to remove two clots
from his left leg. He will likely be
released to go home later today
but could be kept overnight to
monitor his condition. Keep Doug
in your prayers for a successful
procedure and full recovery. We
will update later today..

Donald I. Baker: Update - (12-1415 - ft) Information from Donald
that he got home from Health
South Rehab Center on ll-2715. Stated that he has a speech
therapist, physical therapist and
a nurse that are attending him
3 times a week. Stated he can’t
walk without aid and his sight in
the left eye is blurred. He seemed
in good spirits Please keep
Donald in your daily prayers that
his recovery from this stroke will
be complete and he will be back
fully recovered soon.

Update - (12-15-15 nf) Mae reports
this afternoon that Doug was in
recovery and will be released
around 5PM. Doctors were not
able to get to the clots and did
a temporary fix. He will have to
go back next month where they
wlll remove the clotted vein and
perform a vein transplant which
should correct his problem.

Sue
Turbeville:
(2-27-15
nf)
Forrest reports that his wife, Sue,
was admitted to Willowbrook
Methodist Hospital (Room 7472)
on Friday, 12-25-15 with chills, high
blood pressure and elevated
temperature. Test revealed a
bladder infection which they
are medicating as well as other
issues. She is weak and tired.

Our prayers of thanks for her
recovery and that she continues
in her good health.
Howard White: (12-28-15 nf) We
visited with Howard today while
exchanging
batteries
in
his
Hoveround. Howard is generally
confined to his lift chair, his
hoveround or his hospital bed.
He had a caretaker in his home
to take care of the needs of
Howard and his wife who also
has health issues. He does have
a physical therapist who visits 3
times a week for excersizing.
Give him a call at 281-339-1344 to
lift his spirit. Please keep Howard
and his wife in your daily prayers.

Continues on Page 31
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DEATHS DURING THE
MONTH OF DECEMBER, 2015

CHARLES F. SQUYRES
(RETIRED
MEMBER) DECEMBER 27, 2015

PRAYERS

JOHN T. GALLEMORE (RETIRED
MEMBER) DECEMBER 6, 2015

PEACE

WHY AM I PRAYING LIKE THIS? BECAUSE
I KNOW YOU WILL ANSWER ME. O
GOD! (psalms 17:6 tlb)

TRACY RUTH PRESSLEY SCHIELE
(DAUGHTER OF HPROA MEMBER
HENRY PRESSLEY)
MARILYNN M. BOLTON (RETIRED
MEMBER) DECEMBER 14, 2015
DAVID H. GALINDO (RETIRED
MEMBER) DECEMBER 17, 2015

I WILL LIE DOWN AND SLEEP IN PEACE,
FOR YOU ALONE, O LORD, MAKE ME
DWELL IN SAFETY…. (psalm 4;8 niv)
WHEN WE DO THE BEST WE CAN,
WE NEVER KNOW WHAT MIRACLE IS
WROUGHT IN OUR LIFE, OR IN THE LIFE
OF ANOTHER… (helen keller)
THOSE THAT DO NOT REMEMBERR THE
PAST ARE BOUND TO REPEAT

ALL THAT I AM OR HOPE TO BE, I OWE
TO MY ANGEL MOTHER’S PRAYER….
HAVE CLUNG TO ME ALL MY LIFE (abe
lincoln)
DEAR GOD, WHETHER ALL MY PRAYERS
ARE SHORT OR LONG, THEY ARE A WAY
OF KEEPING CONNECTED WITH YOUR
LOVE.

DONALD A. BARNARD (RETIREE)
DECEMBER 25, 2015

PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters,
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Our Committee Members are:
Forest Turbeville		 281.356.8800

Ron Headley

Nelson Foehner		

281.351.4669

Doug Bostock		

Ray Smith 			

281.731.1588

		

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

713.253.5749
281.890.7610
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WE REMEMBER

IN MEMORIUM
WITH PRIDE

FEBRUARY

MARCH

2, 2007
2, 2006
2, 2000
4, 2006
6. 2005
8, 2002
11, 1996
12, 2005
13, 2002
13, 2001
13, 2009
14, 2006
15, 2007
16, 1995
16, 2000
17, 2006
22, 2004
22, 2009
24, 2011
25, 2000
25, 2004
25, 2006
26, 2006
28, 1998
28, 2003
28, 2005

David Muskiet
Gary L. Leslie
Jimmy Marquis
R.E. Smith
Timothy Nelson Lucas
Joe Ray Jeffcoat
A.M. Biamonte
Jordan C. Goff Sr.
August M. (Gus) Luchak
Clifton O. Warren
Louis Elliott Sr.
George W. Walker
James E. Harrell
Pete Christian Jr.
George H. Bush
Barbara Dignowity
Benny L. Alcorn
Donald Mason Cook
Joe L. Oatis
Wayne Hankins
F.H. Scott
Dalton M. Baskin
Jimmy Cullar
J.W. Kindred
A.L. (Roy) Cooper
Weldon J. Schultea

1, 1983		
2, 2007		
3, 2005		
4, 1984		
6, 1995		
7, 2002		
8, 1992		
9, 1984		
11, 2007
15. 1997
16, 2002
16, 2007
19, 2002
19, 2005
20, 2002
22. 2000
24, 2005
25, 2003
26, 2001
26, 2001
27, 2009
28, 1988
29, 2003
31, 1984

Nathan G. Brumley
Charles (Chuck) McRae
Tommy D. Crawford
C. Kenneth Waycott
C.L. (Charlie) Albertson
Robert J. (Joe) Clark
Frank C. Crittenden
R.W. Hope
Anthony (Tony) Colca
C.B. (Charlie Bill) Terpstra
Linwood W. Fowler Jr.
Patrick Wayne McGill
Jean David (JD) Davis
Bill Stanley Malinowski
Eddie Hodges
John R. McDonald
Lynn Higgins
John W. Biggs
Edward Joe Stringfellow
Vernon Wayne West
Chester Bryan Massey
W.M. Friedrich
Emerson E. Romoser
E.R. Goodnight

MEASURING FINANCIAL

STRENGTH

There are several factors that measure successful financial strength
and, Houston Police FCU has all of them. With over $611 million in
assets and 25,000 member strong, we are a major financial institution offering one of the most attractive service packages available.
Here are some of the awards we received in 2015:
• Top 200 Healthiest Credit Unions Award
-Deposits Online, LLC

• Largest Houston-Area Credit Union Ranked by Total Assets as of
June 30, 2015
-Houston Business Journal

• Top 10 Local Bank and Credit Union Savings Rates Ranked by
Primary Share Savings Account Rate
-GOBankingRates

Our success is due to our member support and our philosophy of
“people helping people”. Thank you, our members, for making us
one of the strongest financial institutions in the area.

Check to see if you or a family member is eligible for
membership at hpfcu.org and join today!

Main Office • 1600 Memorial Drive • Houston, TX 77007
Travis Office • 1200 Travis Street • 20th Floor • Houston, TX 77002
Willowbrook Office • 17314 State Highway 249 • Suite 107 • Houston, TX 77064

713.986.0200 • 800.927.8707
Federally insured by NCUA.

