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From the Entertainment Committee
Hello Retirees and friends. The holidays have come and are
gone. Hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season. We
are now all ready for a New Year!
Mark your calendars for February 25, 2017. It is time for our
Houston Reunion to be held at the Houston Police Academy
located at 17000 Aldine Westfield Road. The Reunion will be
from 10A - 2P and the cost is $10 per person.
We are all looking forward to seeing our friends that we normally
only see during these reunions. It is so good to visit and just have
a good old time. Each year we all hope to see more new faces
at these events. So if you have not attended a reunion, come
and join us, you will not be disappointed!
As before, we will have a Silent Auction and need everyone’s
help. We are asking for items that are still in usable condition
and no longer needed by you to be donated. Items may be
brought on the same day to the reunion. All proceeds from this
auction go to Family Assistance to help our members in need.

Since it is Mardi Gras time, let us get in the spirit of it, by wearing
your favorite beads or whatever makes you happy. Most of
all, everyone come out and just have some good food and a
good time with friends. One thing is guaranteed: LAUGHTER,
we all need it!
Our Surviving Spouse Luncheon will be April 25, 2017 at the
Houston Racquet Club located at 10709 Memorial Drive
Houston, Texas 77024 from 10A - 2P.
Ladies and gentlemen, this is a luncheon for all surviving spouses,
BUT any HPROA member may attend for only $30 per person.
Men must wear a coat and tie. It is a very nice luncheon that I
would highly recommend to all members. If you think you may
be interested, please let us know at least two weeks before the
luncheon. You will not be disappointed.
Hope to see as many of you at one of the events above.

Rosalie and Matthew Potell
Entertainment Committee

Chance Meeting
Recently, while at Kelsey Seybold campus in Spring with my
wife Delores, I saw a gentleman walking toward the entry to the
doctor’s offices. I knew immediately that this was a retiree so I
followed and then recognized him to be Ronald (Tom) Mashue,
last assigned to the police academy range. I told him I only
saw him walking away from me, but recognized his walk and
hairstyle (still the same, ducktail). We laughed about that and
had a great visit. I later thought about the many times I’ve seen
our friends at Kelsey, Walmart, Academy stores, church and
any of the catfish or barbeque restaurants within 200 miles of
Houston. I guess we have the same ideas about such things.
One thing is sure, we always enjoy meeting, discussing past and
present and concerns for the future.

I leave such meetings thinking about the good times we all had
through the years at the Houston Police department. I know,
we tend to forget the bad as time passes, but that is not what
matters. It is the memories and enjoying time with old friends. I
guess I will continue to search for those friends until the boss calls
me home. All of this brings me to this thought. We all have a
great opportunity to enjoy reunions with our friends each month
as the Houston Police Retired Officers Association meets on
Whitney at the Knights of Columbus Hall. We meet at 9:30 a.m.
on the 2nd Thursday of each month. Come see us. We would
love to reminisce and catch up on the past and present. See
you at the next meeting.
Till next time,
E.J.
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BILL ELKIN
It is said in the world of newspaper
columnists “There is one occasion,
if the question comes up, whether
or not an author’s column is
being read, it’s when the author
receives word, or a letter, that the
respondent doesn’t like the content
of the article.” Well, now I know
that at least someone reads my
article in this publication every other
month. A now “former” member
of the HPROA has taken offense
to my last article in the December
- January edition.
I say former
member because this member sent
back the annual membership card
with CANCEL written across it, and
accompanied it with a note that in
essence stated that I was being too
partisan in the content of the article.
I re-read the article, particularly the
first two columns, and thought that
I was just making commentary of
what had transpired up to and just
after the national elections. I still
stand by the article, that it was a
commentary of events.
As of the writing of this article, the
Texas Legislature is in its second week
of the 85th Session, and two important
decisions were made, the election
of the Speaker of the House and
establishing the rules, under which
the house will operate this session.

Joe Straus was re-elected as Speaker,
and it is assumed that he will continue
to reach across to both sides,
Republican and Democrat, to fill the
chairman /chairwoman position of
the various committees. As normal, it
will take another 3 to 4 weeks before
that committees will begin work.
In regards to the Houston Pension
Compromise,
which
will
be
incorporated into HB 43, authored by
Representative Dan Flynn, nothing
has been reduced to writing in a
piece of legislation, and nothing has
been accepted and signed to as
a commitment by the negotiators
from HPOPS. The first hurdle to be
achieved is that the City of Houston
must sell some obligation bonds, and
then pay back the 750 million dollars
that they agreed to pay, which was to
make up for the many years they did
not pay their required contribution to
the pension plan.
And, as expected, there are
some pieces of legislation being
introduced that will required a lot
of combined effort by all police
and law enforcement officers to
stop it’s passage.

Bill Elkin, Executive Director

One in particular is the prohibition of
a governmental agency (i.e.,cities)
from accepting
dues check off
(payroll deduction).
Lastly, the HPROA will be working in
concert with HPOPS making sure that a
final piece of legislation, in the form of
a compromise, will be not be altered or
diluted from the agreed compromise.

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this
newspaper. Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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A Message from Stephen Rayne, President HPROA
The number of HPROA members in East
Texas is declining because of deaths,
illness, lack of interest or moving out of
East Texas. Also, very few new retirees
are retiring to East Texas.

Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

I know that February is a little late
to say it but I hope all of you had
a great holiday season! We wait all
year for the holidays and before we
know it they are over and gone and
the income tax forms and credit card
bills replace the Christmas cards.
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
The first, and most important item,
your HPROA Board of Directors has to
do each year is to make and approve
a budget. We postponed approval of
this year’s budget until our February
meeting so we could incorporate an
accounting procedure change in this
year’s budget. The next thing we put
into motion is to decide who will do
our annual audit that is due in March.
The membership of the HPROA is
continuing to grow at a steady rate.
At the time of our January meeting
we were only a few members shy
of having 1800 members. In the last
three months we have added over
fifty new members!!

Most of this increase is due to the
continued effort of our Membership
Committee Chairman Roy McDonald.
Roy spends a lot of time on the
phone and his computer recruiting
new members and reminding current
members to renew their memberships
before they lapse. Roy also makes
most of the monthly HPOU meeting
talking to their members about our
organization and signing up those
about to retire. A new member of
our Board of Directors has become
quite a recruiter for our organization.
Anthony Zivela has been very active
recruiting new members while at
class reunions and other police
functions he attends. I want to thank
Roy and Anthony for their very active
involvement in bringing in new
members to our organization.
A couple of quick items:
This may change now that HPD has
a new Chief but as of this writing this
is the current info. For those of you
who live out of the Houston area and
need to renew your Police I.D. you
must personally appear in Houston
to have your picture taken to renew
your I.D. They want to be sure you are
still alive. The info sent out states you
must appear at City of Houston HR
Department for the picture. However,
after I talked with Officer Cromwell
at the academy I found out you can
renew your I.D. and have your picture
taken at the Retiree’s office in the
pistol range office. You need to call
him or someone in the retiree’s office
(832-394-2500) before you come to
be sure they will be there.

For any of our members, or their
family members, who are thinking
about obtaining Long Term Care
Insurance your HPROA has a very
good policy at a discounted rate.
HPROA Vice-Present M.D. Beale is
a licensed insurance agent and is
handling the application for and
issuing of the policies. See our website for contact info.
The 85th Legislature of the State of
Texas is now in session. Bill Elkin and
I attended the opening ceremony
and made contact with most of
the new members and some of the
incumbent members from our area.
We will be making more trips to Austin
to eventually visit with all our Houston
area congressmen and to attend
committee meetings that deal with
our pension legislation.
A quick reminder to all of our members
and friends up in the East Texas area:
As I wrote in last month’s article,
the Crockett Reunion has been
cancelled due to the big decline in
attendance over the last four years.
I hope our East Texas members will
drive down I-45 to the HPD Academy
for our Houston Reunion on Saturday,
February 25, 2017.
Your HPROA is a family of volunteers
who work to keep our retired police
family informed and together. We will
continue to look out for our retirement
benefits, get needed information out
to you as quickly as possible and try to
have some fun while we do it. Come
join us and get involved.

Steve
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For Members and Their Families
What would happen to
your retirement savings
if you needed long term
care???

For more
call:
Garland Cole
M.D. Beale

information,
512.327.3456
713.419.7455

7 out of 10 –
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are
likely to need long term care services. ¹
Long Term Care Pays –
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home,
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)

Address Change

Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve
you if we know where you are.

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252.
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
Houston Police Retired Officers Association
P.O. Box 130787 • Houston, Texas 77219
713-802-2967 • Toll Free 1-866-856-7252
www.hpdretired.com

Executive Officers
President
Stephen Rayne
1st Vice President
Matthew Potell
Treasurer
Nelson Zoch
Parliamentarian
Anthony Kivela

Executive Director
W.M. Bill Elkin
2nd Vice President
Medwin Beale
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Sue Gaines
Sergeant-At-Arms
Robert L. Crane

Attorney at Law

Executive Board
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Jim Ashby
Bob Barnard
A.L. Blair
Ron Headley
Jim St. John
Steven Toth
Fred Walschburger

JAN RICH

Past President
Jack Miller
Office Secretary
Cathy Buckles
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Jim Ashby

The Retired Badge is an official publication of the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association (HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors. However,
opinions expressed by individual Board members or any other contributor in this publication do not reflect the opinion of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA. Editorial submissions and other
items of interest from HPROA members are welcomed and encouraged.
COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE RETIRED BADGE ARE PAID FOR BY THE CONTRIBUTORS AND DO NOT IN ANY MANNER IMPLY AN ENDORSEMENT, WARRANTY, OR GUARANTEE BY THE HPROA.
EDITORIAL POLICY: The Retired Badge is published in September, November, January, March, May and July by the Houston Police Retired Officers Association. Materials submitted for purblication
are subject to review by the Board and to editing. All photographs will be returned if they have a self-addressed, stamped envelope included. Editorial content may be mailed to P.O. Box 2288,
Houston, Texas 77252-2288. Deadlines are the 15th of each month preceding the publication date.

Personal Injury
Probate & Wills
Estate Planning
1533 W. Alabama, Suite
100, Houston, TX 77006

832-654-0718

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION
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City of Houston Human Resources
Insurance Department Contact Numbers
HPROA Board Member Steve Toth has provided the below contact numbers for HPROA members who might have questions
regarding their health insurance.

Contact Phone Numbers for Retirees (Benefits)

CIGNA at City of Houston

A-F Maribel Gomez 832.393.6101
G-M Alicia Solis		
832.393.6102
N-Z Kemp Lenued
832.393.6103
Front Desk:			
832.393.6000, Option #4
Email Address: retireebenefits@cityofhouston.gov

A-F LaKeith Johnson
G-L Maria Rodriguez
M-R Ivan Flake		
S-Z Sylvia M		
MyCigna.com

Dental through City of Houston
Dwayne Cook		
832.393.6157

Life Insurance at City of Houston
Elizabeth Rodriguez
832.393.6114

832.393.6192
832.393.6193
832.393.6191
832.393.6194
800.997.1406
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“Cactus Jack” Jenkins
I am writing this in memory of my friend
James Jenkins. I know that all the
people he worked with called him
by different names. I have heard him
referred to as Jack, Jim and James. I
am sure those who worked with longer
than I did might have other names in
referring to him. He was using Cactus
Jack while writing his books.
I first met Jack when I was working the
desk on night shift at North Shepherd
Sub Station. He had just been promoted
to Sergeant out of vice division. We hit
it off when I first was introduced to him
on his first night at North Shepherd. We
quickly became friends even though
he was my Sergeant. We would spend
time talking after the troops had gone
on the street. He started telling me
about west Texas. He told me the
Big Bend area of west Texas was a
great place. He mentioned that he
had taken vacation and spent time
working with a friend on a ranch in
the Big Bend area. He loved the area
around Alpine, Texas. The weather is
great he would tell me. He told me
the temperature was thirty degrees
different every day from day to night.
So we started checking the weather
every night when we were sitting
around talking.

The newspapers at this time had the
weather all over Texas every day.
This was our daily ritual in checking
the weather. Jim was right.
The
temperature was usually thirty degrees
different from day to night. He was at
North Shepherd only a short time and
I think he went back to vice.
This got me interested in the Big Bend
area and I started going hiking in Big
Bend National Park due to Jim talking
about this part of Texas. Over the last
forty plus years I have spent a lot of
time in Big Bend National Park and in
Alpine and Fort Davis area. I always
thanked Jim for getting me hooked
on this part of West Texas.
I found out a few years ago that
Jim had moved to Fort Davis and
had a motel. I believe he invited
any officer to come stay with him
for free. When I found out he was
in Fort Davis, I planned a trip to
Big Bend and to go visit Jim. I was
so glad to find out he was in Fort
Davis. I visited him at the Motel and
we visited for a long time. I was
camping at Fort Davis State Park at
the time. He was working on one of
his books at this time.

Over the next few years, I continued
visiting Jim. He eventually gave up on
the motel and was just living at home.
He had a garden and on one visit he
had started raising bees. He had got
all of the equipment to keep him safe
and had his hives really doing well.
He gave me some of the honey and
it was really strong but good. I often
wondered what type of flowers the
bees were getting their nectar from
to make the honey so strong.
Over time, I bought and read two of
his books. They were very good stories.
He was working on some short stories
but I do not think he ever finished
them. I checked on him every so
often. There were times his wife would
not let me talk to him as she said he
was not feeling well. I was last at Fort
Davis camping about two years ago
but he was not feeling good so I did
not get to see him.
I really did enjoy my relations with Jim
and thanked him every time I saw him
or talked to him about getting me
interested in that part of west Texas.
Jim was a great man and he will be
greatly missed.
Rodney Marcotte

Book Review
By M. D. Beale, Jr., HPD (Ret.)
Forgotten and Dishonored
By
Larry and Carolyn Watts
Copywrite May 2016 by Larry Watts
Larry Dean Watts Publishing
2874 Morning Pond Lane
Dickinson, TX 77539
ISBN -978-1-53352-46-21
Library of Congress Control Number
2016908997

It’s still a mystery. Can anything be done
about it today? That’s the bottom line
question. Get a copy of the book and
make up your own mind.
I bought my copy Thursday, January
12, 2017, at the HPROA meeting from
Larry and Carolyn. They autographed
my copy – the first signed copy. I think
the best way to order yours is from
Larry’s website or you can contact him
via the publishing address.

I read this book in one sitting. That’s
a rare thing for me. It took the
afternoon and a little of the early
evening but I didn’t notice too
much. I didn’t realize exactly what
I was doing until I was through. That
pretty well tells you how good I think
the book is. Trying to sort out exactly
what I think and feel about what
happened is totally different.

Continues on Page 15
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The Recipe for Easily Planning Your
Academy Class Reunion
By Anthony Kivela
Our academy class just celebrated our
40th reunion with a well-attended and
meaningful get-together. We’ve had a
10-year, 20-year, 30-year, and now the
latest, our 40-year reunion. I mention
this not to impress anybody, but to
impress upon everybody, that every
class should have periodic reunions
and there is a smarter way to plan them
that I will share with you that takes only
a minimal effort. I was speaking with
a fellow HPROA member who related
his class graduated over 50 years ago,
and they haven’t had a single reunion.
When I asked him why, and he related
that nobody has taken the initiative to
get it going. Certainly the planning
and hosting aspect alone can appear
to be a daunting and time-consuming
task, so I thought that I would throw
out some ideas here that will enable
anybody to easily plan the event. Hey,
if I can do it, anybody can!
The first consideration is deciding
what date to hold the reunion on. We
choose the anniversary date of our
class and then planned a luncheon on
the closest Saturday. Saturday makes
it easier for out-of-town classmates to
travel into Houston for the lunch, and
have enough time to travel back home
the same day, should they wish. On the
other hand, evening reunions tend to
be formal and require out of towners
to book a hotel room, something many
may not wish to do.
The decisions on how to plan the reunion
can be handled by a small committee,
or even by one person acting alone. Our
last reunion was planned just two months
before the event itself, and it went fine.

Selecting a venue is probably the most
important task. Since The Spaghetti
Warehouse always “took good care”
of us as young police officers, and for
reasons I’ll explain herein, we used
them successfully for each of our four
reunions and we’ll be back there for
the 45th! Planning a luncheon for a
Saturday afternoon makes it easy for
them to reserve the upstairs dining area
for the event – at no cost. The major
displeasure of planning a reunion is
coordinating the collection of money
for the food. The Spaghetti Warehouse
makes this a non-issue. Regardless of
the number of RSVP’s, they require no
deposit and each attendee individually
pays a very reasonable fixed-price for
his/her meal, which includes a choice
from five entrees, as well as a dinner
salad, hot sourdough bread, coffee,
tea or fountain drink, tax, AND tip. No
hassle having to collect any funds prior
to the event, which we all know, can be
a huge mess.
Throwing out the announcement is made
simple by technology. “Evite.com” is a free
turn-key and east-to-use management
invitation tool. All one person needs to
do is throw in the email addresses of the
classmates, easily garnered from the
HPROA member directory or the HPOPS
directory, and write a short paragraph
detailing the event date, time, dress
(casual dress recommended), cost and
description of the food, and the names
of classmates who aren’t in the HPROA
or HPOPS databases. The police officer
investigators will automatically do the
work identifying where many of these are
located. Once someone is found, it is a
very simple procedure to add their email
address to the evite.com database, and
an invitation is automatically sent out. We
invited all classmates who graduated,
whether they made it to their retirement
or not, including spouses.
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Evite.com will notifiy the host about
who has “RSVP’ed”, who is a “maybe”
attendee, and who has declined to
attend. Two days before the event,
evite.com will automatically send out a
reminder notice. It’s that easy. Also, ask
the classmates to bring any mementoes
or memorabilia for display.
Out of courtesy, I would recommend
notifying the class president and
asking him to make a short speech. If
the class-president has turned out to
be a less-than-responsible individual,
then continue without his input.
The goal is to make it simple to get
everyone together and to have a
good time. Our class president, Paul
Day, spontaneously planned various
ice-breakers…the classmate with the
most kids, married the longest, the
oldest, one who traveled the greatest
distance, the one who changed
the least…you get the idea.
We
typically have a 30-minute social
period, drag everyone to the tables
that the restaurant will set-up for you,
have a reverent classmate bless the
food, and start with the salads. One
classmate, Jim Boy, obtained a “LastMan-Standing” bottle of fine liquor that
has been safeguarded and brought
to each reunion. Hopefully, it will be
consumed sometime FAR into the
future by the final classmate. It is kept
in a classmate’s safe with a note of who
it is to go to, should the bottle-holder
meet his demise. Jim also researched
the details of our departed classmates,
and he gave a tribute about each
person. It was quite moving. Then,
while eating, classmates were asked
to share any old class stories. These
are really interesting and extremely
entertaining – no advance planning is
needed. Police officers are not shy.

Continues on Page 9
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HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

Call
Alan Helfman
4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801
RiverOaksChrysler.com

HELFMAN

DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

HELFMAN
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN

FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI

Houston’s #1
Volume Dealer!

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com
713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT

FIAT • MASERATI

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award

2012 • 2013 • 2014

713-533-6100
11819 Southwest
Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiat.com
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com
Open Mon - Sat

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.
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Continues from Page 7
One of our classmates, Mike Thaler, gave a very eloquent
and from-the-heart talk on how special our class is and the
caliber of officer produced from the class. It made each of
us proud to have been Houston police officers. By the way,
four were still active officers, still working with HPD. To bring
the reunion to a close, collectively decide when to have the
next reunion, and break for more social interaction.
My class, #75, started with 72 cadets and graduated
66. Of those, six have passed away. We had half of the
60 surviving classmates present for the reunion, which is
actually extremely good for a 40-year time period. Don’t
forget to take plenty of pictures! Take a group shot just prior
to eating, somebody might have to leave early and you will
want everybody included in the picture

Matt Fowler, a classmate who works in the Photo Lab,
was finally able to get his picture taken, rather than being
the picture-taker. He joked that the picture attached
to this article was the “Hair and Tooth Remnants of HPD
Academy Class 75!”
I saved the material from all of our reunions, and I would be
glad to share what I have with any HPROA member, or just
talk about any ideas that you might have in order to get you
started. Just call or email me, my contact information is in
the HPROA directory, and I’ll be happy to assist in hopefully
making your reunion a success.
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Like it Was
Christmas has always been my favorite
holiday since I was a child. Our gifts
to others was our love. The Presley’s
Christmas were somewhat bare, but why
complain? We knew others who had even
less. Our Christmas trees were small, but
who needed a big tree when there was
only us three. Mother and Grandmother
would decorate the tree but they always
gave the last ornament to me to hang...
Now in my golden years, with so many
of my family gone, I still want to show my
love for them and hopefully theirs’ for me.
I have found more love than I had before
as I now know what Christmas is meant to
be. My church has taught me of Jesus’
love and the wondrous gift of eternal life.
I let not my heart be trouble with what
I get for Christmas. GOD has given us,
Jesus, the greatest gift of all.
Christmas would bring back the many
happy times we all had with family and
friends. The parties with lots of great food,
the smells of threes and the laughter of
having each other’s company.
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Now it has lost some of it’s’ appeal
because most of my family is dead
and all I have left is memories. I still
want to hug and kiss them and tell
them how much I love and miss them.
Yes, I still have some of my children,
who are now adults, and they have
their children and this helps a lot.
They think old grandpa is at times off
his rocker when I call them by the
wrong name, but they are forgiving
just like when I would call my own
by the wrong name. The love I give
them has not changed. I love them
and try to make them happy and
they can tell their parents this old
grandpa is pretty good.
The new bunch has changed some
but not much. They still talk about
Christmas and what they would like
Santa to bring. I remember those
conversations well as it meant more
extra jobs for extra money to be
spent. I never liked long faces and
disappointment at Christmas because
I remember too well the many I had.

My years in law enforcement taught
me that there are many other poor
families who still have the same
problems that my Mother had trying to
make me happy during the Holidays.
They too had to work harder to make
ends meet, their children were lucky if
they had parents who would put their
warm arms around them and give
them love for a present they could not
afford. Love is a priceless commodity
that money can’t buy.
I have found by making myself available
to join in with others at helping out to
make life a little better for others is a little
like Christmas. It gives a good feeling
in these tired old bones.to make a dull
day like a holiday.

God Bless You All
Henry Pressley

Colonoscopy
Here we go again, back at Kelsey
Seybold in Spring. I am here quite
often and see some of you often.
Today I am standing in line at 6:45
a.m. anxiously awaiting the signal
to enter as doors open at 7:00 a.m.,
not one second earlier. Surprisingly
there are a goodly number of folks
here at this early hour. Most say they
like early as there is plenty of parking
and fewer frustrated people around
at this hour. They are of the opinion
that those folks sleep in and then
try to catch up, therefore they are
frustrated. Sounds reasonable.

Anyway, we talk and as usual the
state of the nation comes up. I listen
as people discuss morals, finances,
security and political issues. I soon
realize that these people of various
cultures, races and faiths are all
concerned, not for themselves, but
for their children and grandchildren.
These people are from all walks of
life. There is an architect, there’s a
truck driver, a police officer, and a
laborer and so on. But they are all
saying the same thing.

Essentially, they want their country back
on track. I was surprised as I listened
that politicians as such were never
mentioned. Political parties were not
mentioned. The one common theme
was, “Do the right thing for this country
and its people.” I agree. Well, that’s
enough of this as the doors are opening
right on time, 7:00 a.m. I do notice
that those in line for a colonoscopy are
hanging back, no rush. I wonder why.
See you at the next HPROA meeting
and we will talk about the state of the
nation and your colonoscopy.

Till next time,
E.J.
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HPROA Event Calender:
February, March, and April 2017

Thursday, March 9, 2017
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, February 2, 2017
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, February 9, 2017
HPOPS Board Meeting
Thursday, February 9, 2017
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, April 6, 2017
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, April 6, 2017
HPOPS Board Meeting

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2017, HPROA HOUSTON AREA
REUNION AT THE POLICE ACADEMY, 10:00am-2:00pm.
COME EARLY AND VISIT.

Thursday, April 13, 2017
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, March 2, 2017
HPOU General Membership Meeting

SAVE THE DATE, APRIL 25, 2017, SURVIVING SPOUSES
LUNCHEON AT THE HOUSTON RAQUET CLUB ON
MEMORIAL DRIVE.

Thursday, March 9, 2017
HPOPS Board Meeting

The Latest History of Academy Class #17
HPD Academy Class #17 graduated
forty-seven young Officers in the
1957 era. Exact date is unknown. As
is the norm, nineteen of those fortyseven left HPD prior to qualifying for
a HPOPS pension. Those were A.E.
Forman , R.E. Brannon, R. Galloway,
J.M. Sherod, R.F. Kinsey, O.E. Perkins,
J.D. Pye, C.D. Rhodes, R. Castillo, D.C.
Griffin, L.G. Roberts, R.W. Reece, J.C.
Thompson, J.W. Pugh, R.W. Jones, B.C.
Lancaster, K.T. Unerfusser, L.L. Pope,
and L.D. Leonard.
One member of this class, Officer
G.Q. Gonzalez, was KILLED IN THE LINE
OF DUTY in 1960. He met his death
was driving his K9 unit to the scene of
a burglary in the downtown area on
February 28, 1960. He left a wife and
three small children under the age of
seven years. Also mourning his death
were his parents and five siblings.

Sixteen members of this class qualified for
a HPOPS pension but have since passed
away. They are listed as follows along
with their years of service to HPD and their
year of death: V.O. Baker, 22, 2015; R.B.
Baxter,22, 2013; Paul W. (Daddy Rabbit)
Beeman, 25, 2013; George E. Cones,
26, 2005; Roy A. Drude, 30, 2005; John
A. Gaines, 22, 2007; Irwin H. Gaman, 21,
2011; Robert E. Hosford, 30, 2015; August
J. (Gus) Hruzek, 20, 2011; Joe D. McGill,
31, 2012; Donald J. McWilliams, 37, 2016;
Lambert L. Mokwa, 26, 2011; David S.
Petersen, 27, 1988; Fred Edward Pohl, 20,
1978; and Robert Taylor, 23, 1985.
Likely due to privacy issues, member
D.C. Dudley was not in HPOPS records.
However, it is believed that he retired in
the early 1980’s.
Also, there was a Rex Brown Jr. in this
class photo. I have spoken with a family
member this week who confirmed that
he lost his life in an off-duty motor vehicle
accident in 1968. His widow just passed
away in 2015.

Those that are believed to still be alive
are listed as follows, along with their
years of service and year of retirement:
Carl K. Bell, 25, 1983; Oliver E. Brown, 33,
1991; Billy C. Chaviers, 24, 1982; Wilton J.
Fish, 25, 1983; Johnnie R. Knott, 46, 2004;
Donald L. Martin, 36, 1994; Orris D. Patrick,
20, 1978; Kenneth G. Smelley, 21, 1979;
Felix Widaski, 35, 1993, and Kenneth A.
Smith, 33, 1991.
All of these ten are living in or around
Houston and Texas. It appears that
Johnnie R. Knott was the last man
standing on HPD with forty-six years of
service, retiring in 2004. He lives near
Klein and he and his wife are in the
police supply business. Keep him in
mind as he just might have what you
need or want.

Nelson Zoch,
January 19, 2017
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On a warm winter day in a quite Katy
suburb outside of Houston, Texas,
Belinda Temple was brutally murdered
in her upstairs bedroom closet. From
outward appearances, she had taken
refuge in her closet with her portable
phone. Belinda and her unborn child
died from a single gunshot blast to
the back of her head, from close
range. The murder weapon was a
12-gauge shotgun using a reloaded
00 buckshot cartridge.
When you have a shotgun wound
from close range, you expect blood
splatter and other matter being
blown back toward the perpetrator.
Unless the suspect took time to clean
up, the blood splatter and other
matter would transfer to objects later
coming in contact with the suspect.
In fact, many cases are solved due
to blood transfer.
Notably in cases like this, the victim’s
spouse is always a person of interest
until investigators can determine
the spouse’s whereabouts when the
murder occurred. Belinda’s spouse
was David Temple a local high
school and gridiron football standout
player. At the time of the murder, he
was a high school football coach in
the Katy area.

The Retired Badge February - March 2017 Edition

It was important for investigators
to know David’s location at the
time of his wife’s death. From
the very beginning investigators
started piecing together the victims
movements before death and
establishing a timeline. Investigators
learned Belinda was seen talking
on her cell phone at her school
to David on the afternoon of her
death. Phone records and witness
statements established this brief
conversation occurred at 3:32 p.m.
From
interviewing
witnesses
investigators learned Belinda left
the school after talking to David
and drove to her father-in-law Ken
Temple’s home to pick up some
soup. Mr. Temple believed she
arrived at his home around 3:45
p.m. and they talked for about 10
minutes before she left with the soup.
Belinda started driving to her home
at approximately 3:55 p.m. Because
of the known time of the phone
call from the school and Belinda’s
drive time to Mr. Temple’s home,
his estimates of time appeared
accurate. Factoring the drive time
between Mr. Temple’s home and
Belinda’s house, investigators could
conclude the murder happened no
sooner than 4:12 p.m.

While canvassing the neighborhood
for anyone who might have seen
or heard the gunshot, investigators
found three brothers who live directly
behind the Temple home. The
brothers told investigators they heard
a large boom that sounded like a
gunshot while watching “Dr. Doolittle”
on television. They remembered the
scene in the movie when they heard
the suspected shot and through
records it was established they heard
what they believed to be a gun shot
at approximately 4:30 p.m., which fit
within the established timeline.
The Temple murder investigation was
assigned to the Harris County Sheriff’s
Office (HCSO). Their investigation
resulted in a police report containing
1,319 pages. Many years after
this investigation was completed,
new evidence was discovered
indicating David may have been
falsely convicted. Daniel Glasscock,
a high school friend of Riley Joe
Sanders came forward to report a
conversation he overheard shortly
after Belinda’s murder. Glasscock
believed from the conversation, his
high school friend might have been
involved in Belinda’s death.

Continues on Page 13
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Continues from Page 12
The
new
witness
claimed
his
conscience was bothering him and
because of his silence David Temple
was in prison. This witness struggled
with what to do with this information
and even talked with his pastor before
taking the information to David’s
lawyer, Dick De Guerin.
On a day shortly after Belinda’s murder,
Glasscock was at Sanders home with
a group of mutual friends. Glasscock
walked in while Sanders was having a
conversation with Cody Ellis and Carlos
Corro. From the best of Glasscock’s
memory he overheard Sanders telling
them, “No one was supposed to have
been home, I had to shoot the dog
and put it in the closet.” Glasscock was
confused by this statement because
he knew the Temple dog was not shot
and he knew Belinda was found in the
closet. After video recording the new
witness, Dick DeGuerin sought our
opinion on what to do with the new
evidence. John Denholm, ex-HCSO
lieutenant, arranged a meeting with
Chief Investigator Don McWilliams and
Investigator Steven Clappart, a retired
HPD Homicide detective now working
for the Harris County District Attorney’s
Office (HCDAO). After that meeting
Steve was assigned to completely
review the entire investigation and
investigate the new evidence Mr.
DeGuerin had provided.
There was no doubt this new
information had to be evaluated and
HCDAO made an excellent choice
in choosing Steve for the assignment.
Steve is an outstanding homicide
investigator and his experience
regarding
criminal
investigations
places him in an elite group of
Houston Homicide detectives. He
has unquestioned integrity and has
proven he will do the right thing, no
matter how difficult it might be. The
following is a quote from a fictional
detective, “It has nothing to do with
easy. It’s about doing what’s right
because it’s right. That’s the only
reason you need.” Batman created
by Bob Kane.

After
reviewing
the
entire
investigation file, Steve praised the
on-scene investigation and the
gathering of crucial evidence by
the sheriff’s deputies, but he also
had serious questions and concerns
about the case. Like any murder
case, the investigators started out
with what they knew about the
scene. There was broken glass at the
backdoor where entry could have
been gained and Belinda’s body was
found in the upstairs bedroom closet
with her portable phone. Downstairs
a television had been removed
from a shelf and was on the floor still
plugged in. Outward appearances
indicated the possibility of a failed
burglary. Furthermore, due to Belinda
being found in the closet with her
portable phone, the scene seems
to say she was hiding. However, the
Temple’s owned a very aggressive
watch dog named Shaka. The dog’s
aggressive tendencies seemed to
throw some doubt on the burglary
by a stranger theory.
Even though the investigation would
establish the type of weapon used,
the weapon itself was never found.
Also there was no shell casing found
at the scene. Absence of a shell
casing at the scene might indicate
the empty shell casing was never
ejected or it was picked up by the
shooter and removed from the
scene. Ballistics showed a 12-gauge
reloaded 00 buckshot shell was used
to take Belinda’s life. However, no
weapon or shell casing was found.
Notably, even if a suspect weapon
had been found, shotguns cannot
usually be individually identified
as the actual murder weapon.
Investigators would need Belinda’s
DNA on the gun or other ballistic
evidence to wrap a shotgun to the
murder. Although David was a person
of interest, investigators were unable
to establish he owned or had access
to a 12-gauge shotgun. Investigators
had no forensics, fingerprints or DNA
that linked him to the murder of his
wife. No hard evidence at all.

In most murder investigations motive
is something investigators are always
interested in. They want to know
as much information as they can
possibly gather about the victim and
people associated with the victim.
As mentioned earlier, the spouse is
always a person of interest and this
case was no different. Belinda had
a three & a half year old son Evan
and was seven months pregnant
with a second child. Belinda was a
Katy High School teacher and she
was loved by her family and friends.
On the outside, Belinda seemed to
have the perfect life, a successful
career, loving husband, a young
son and had another child on the
way. It was difficult for anyone to
imagine someone might want to
harm Belinda.

During their investigation, detectives
learned David was involved in an
extra-marital affair with a teacher. This
affair was not only damaging, it could
possibly be a motive for Belinda’s
death. Another motive involved
Belinda’s 16 year old neighbor Riley
Joe Sanders. Sanders hung out with a
group of friends and associates who
habitually skipped school, smoked
marijuana and caused problems.
These associates had a wild party
while Sander’s parents were out of
town and the next morning Belinda
found a bunch of broken beer bottles
in her back yard.

Continues on Page 14

14

The Retired Badge February - March 2017 Edition

Continues from Page 13
She talked with Sanders’ parents
about the party and his frequently
skipping school. Because of Belinda,
Sander’s truck was taken away. This
is serious punishment for a 16 year
old. When investigators learned of
this possible motive they started
checking out Sanders.
Sanders was not the only person
of interest with a possible motive,
but investigators did develop a lot
of evidence regarding Sanders.
When Sanders was questioned he
claimed to be in school at the time
of the murder. After checking with the
school, investigators learned Sanders
was not in school, he had skipped
the afternoon classes and was in the
neighborhood with his friends, near
the scene of the murder. He admitted
to investigators he was driving down
the street, with his friends, when he
saw David leaving the house. He
gave seven different statements to
investigators and showed deception
on three separate HCSO polygraphs.
Investigators continued their focus
on Sanders and learned four days
prior to the murder, he had taken
his father’s 12-gauge, single-shot
shotgun, without permission. Sanders
gave the shotgun to Cody Ellis prior
to Belinda’s murder and asked Cody
to hide it for him. Cody took the
shotgun home and hid it under his
bed. The Sander’s12-gauge shotgun,
with a spent round in the chamber
was recovered by HCSO, but no
report was made. Investigators could
not explain how it came into their
possession. The spent round was from
a reloaded 00 buck shot. Due to the
absence of a recovery report, it is
unclear how HCSO came to possess
the weapon. Investigators also found
that shortly after the murder, Sanders
called his girlfriend crying because his
neighbor had been shot. Even though
police were on the scene when that
call was made, it is unknown how
Sanders would have known Belinda
had been shot.

During the investigation of Sanders
and his associates they learned
of a revenge burglary committed
by friends of Sanders in Fort Bend
County. According to the report,
the victim of that burglary was the
boyfriend of the mother of Sander’s
associate. Supposedly, Sander’s
friends
burglarized
the
home
because of how this boyfriend was
treating his friend’s mother. In that
home burglary, entry was gained
by breaking the glass on a back
window. During the burglary a tape
player was moved from a shelf
and left on the floor, still plugged
into the electric socket. Sander’s
associates admitted the burglary
and returned the victim’s property,
but was not criminally charged.
It was easy to see why Steve had
some serious questions about the
investigation he reviewed.
All of the evidence regarding
Sanders and his associates is
what the Courts call exculpatory
evidence. In a landmark decision
by the United States Supreme Court,
the State is required to turn this type
of evidence over to the defense in
order that the accused receives a
fair trial. Brady v. Maryland, 373 U.S.
83 (1983). Because of Brady Steve
was required to provide copies of
the HCSO investigation to lawyers
representing David Temple. Steve
followed the orders of his superiors
in the HCDAO and the law as he
tried to investigate this very serious
case. Even though Steve did the
right thing during his investigation
there were members of the HCDAO
and other friends that saw Steve’s
involvement in this assignment as
a portrayal. Steve was criticized
and ostracized by people he felt
were his friends. Very few individuals
read the 1,319 pages of the police
investigation. Unlike Steve, they
didn’t investigate the validity of
Glasscock’s claim of the overheard
conversation. It should be noted
Glasscock passed his polygraph
regarding hearing the conversation.

A major problem in the State’s
theory that David murdered Belinda
involves the known time line. David
and his young son Evan were
captured on store security video,
which was stamped at 4:32 p.m.. If
this time is correct, it would virtually
be impossible for David to have
committed the murder, cleaned up
after the murder, staged a make
believe burglary and got rid of the
shotgun before appearing on the
security tape with his son.
David Temple’s murder conviction
has been reversed by the Court of
Criminal Appeals of Texas. According
to Justice Richardson, “.....evidence
would have supported the defensive
theory that Applicant did not have
time to commit the murder, clean up
afterwards, ditch the murder weapon,
and still be on a store surveillance
camera with his son at 4:32 p.m.” In
a concurring opinion Justice Yeary
stated, “.... had the jury heard and
credited Kenneth’s original time
estimate, it might more readily have
concluded that Applicant could
not have had time to kill Belinda,
and it may therefore have given
more credence to the alternative
hypothesis—in some respects, better
supported by the evidence—that RJS
was the perpetrator.”
Attorney
Stanley
Schneider
represented David Temple in the
appellant
process
and
praises
Steve Clappart and John Denholm
for doing the right thing. When the
press gathered for questions they
can be seen in the background
behind David’s parents. At the time
of the press conference, John was
an associate at Musick & Musick,
LLP. and Steve worked as a private
investigator. Because of his treatment
Steve received immediately after
his investigation, he resigned his
assignment with the HCDAO.

Continues on Page 15
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Continues from Page 6
The fiction part of this book is pretty
much in how the story is told. It’s not
in the basic discoverable facts of
what happened. See the website
for more of the “back story”.
I joined HPD in 1968 as part of Class
38 and retired in January of 1991. I
was a street cop for almost seven
years before going to the Vice
Division for a year then promoting
to Detective in the Robbery Division
in 1975 where I spent the rest of
my HPD career. I suffer from no
illusions at all about police officers
or police procedures.
Over the years I had heard a few
comments about this killing and
those were from very senior officers
and detectives who were loath to
talk about it. Now I understand why.

A fundamental truth: Times change.
It is a very grave error, in my not so
humble opinion, and one of utmost
unfairness – to apply another era’s
standards to any given incident.
You have to judge the “rightness
or wrongness” of past events in
the social context in which they
happened. That does NOT mean
you don’t learn and change things.
To try to understand or judge past
events using current social conditions,
mores and morals is a mistake. What
today are totally unacceptable
actions were then considered to
be the proper and right things to do
given the specific circumstances in
which they occurred.
“Best practices” in the 1950’s
worked well then but certainly are
not acceptable now.

For instance, to condemn the practice
outlined in the story of using captured
contraband in order to make the
absolutely necessary informant system
work is wrong. In a social, political and
administrative situation where there was
no way to pay informants, officers were
faced with choosing whether or not to
fight the narcotics trade at all. There
was only the one solution available to
officers all across the nation and they
used it. Almost all of them did it following
the unofficial but “correct” guidelines
established. They did the best they could
with what they had to work with at the
time. The few that “abused the system”
– as usual – screwed it up for everybody
else.
Having said that – murder, especially for
profit, is dead wrong [pun intended] –
in any time or situation. The killing of a
police officer in the police station raises it
to a whole new level.

Continues on Page 23
Continues from Page 14

Under the new administration, Kim
Ogg has ask Steve to be her Chief
Investigator and John has gone to
work for Kim as an assistant district
attorney. I worked with both of them
and can attest they both are men
with the highest degree of integrity.
he Temple case has received a lot of
publicity. Books have been written about
the investigation and 48 Hours recently
filmed a television documentary.

This case is important because society
and our system of justice rightfully places
a lot of importance on our right to a fair
trial. The conviction of an innocent person
is a serious injustice and should always be
prevented at any cost. “It is better to risk
saving a guilty person than to condemn
an innocent one.” Zadig Voltaire.

I will always respect Steve and John
for doing the right thing when it
was not easy or popular during this
investigation. Hopefully you have
enjoyed reading my presentation
of the evidence in the Temple
case as I see it.

The Retired Badge February - March 2017 Edition

16

Birthdays & Anniversaries

FEBRUARY

MARCH

1, 1986
5, 1943
6, 1936
6, 1945
4, 1938
7,		
11, 1943
12, 1993
17, 1948
20, 1952
21, 1934
27, 1965

1, 1946
5, 1999
6, 1945
7, 1949
7, 1970
8, 1949
12, 1950
12, 1965
17. 1973
20, 1962
21, 1975
23. 1991
24		
28, 1953
29		
31, 1945

Ken and Reidun Hilleman
Clarence Hightower
Delia Delano
Nelson J. Zoch
Willian Sanders
James O. (J.O.) Parker
Charles Niemeier
Bobbie Gene and Carmen Lott
Terri Grossman
R. Hal and Jimmy Watson
Nelson Foehner
Carolyn and Ken Maniscalco

Jack Grossman
Allen and Mary Lou Tharling
Ken Maniscalco
Kathryn L. (Lavonda) Panzer
Terri and Jack Grossman
Bill and Marie Fish
Eddie Pat Aldridge
Doug and Maudie Hamilton
Barbara and Don Cotten
Jeanet and Clarence Pietsch
Linda and Bill Morgan
Patsy and Ed Whitehead
Ruth Massey
Mary Sue Zoch
Jean Edwards
Roy Shepherd

(713) 628-6086
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Star * Dot * Star Computer Consulting
(In business since 1992)

Computer Repairs, Malware and Virus removal
Networking and Printer install, Data Recovery and more!

Ed Cuccia

713.974.0074
edcuccia@star-dot-star.biz
www.star-dot-star.biz
HPD RETIRED Class of 78 		

Don’t trust your computer to a stranger!

See HPROA Application and Benefits on pages 26 and 27.

••••••••••• FOR SALE •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
2- Grecom digital trunking scanning receivers, PSR-600 GRE PSR-500/600 User guide and disk. In original box.
Currently programs include: TX DPS-HPD (digital)-Harris Co.-Ft. Bend Co. Wharton-Brazoria-Washington-Montgomerysome East Texas-some Hill Country. Current channels are for law enforcement – no EMS or Fire. Includes Acc for desk
application – bracket for auto (no vehicle antenna).
Original cost $500-600, Now $210 each.
Contact Charlie Whitcomb (retired DPS) 979-877-0220
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The Shotgun Corner
By M. D. Beale, Jr.

Most used shotguns are “very affordable”.
The older and more beat up they are the
more “affordable” they are.

Old Shotguns
Dad loved working on old beat up
shotguns. It’s true that he had something
of a passion for fixing anything, but he had
something of a “thing” for working on old
beat up shotguns. It was nothing for him
to put $5,000 worth of craftsman labor
into restoring what I considered about 10
cents worth of junk parts. But, I think, he got
about a million dollars worth of satisfaction
out of completing each project.
Rebuilding an old gun is a lot like building
a hot rod car. You put a ton of work and/or
money into a worn out piece of junk and –
from a monetary stand point – it’s hard to
ever get your money back out of it. What
you end up with is still an old gun that’s in a
lot better shape, but still an old gun.
Just because a gun is old doesn’t make
it valuable, especially shotguns. Probably
99.99% of the time it’s just the opposite. Of
course, you have to define “valuable”. My
definition here is dollar value. Old “mass
market” double barrel shotguns from the
later 1800’s through the mid 1900’s usually
sell currently in the $200 range. Single barrel
guns for half that, I think.

Crude “knock-offs” were very common
back then on both sides of the Atlantic.
The one I’m looking at right now has “A.
Richards” engraved on the back action
sidelocks. Certainly an attempt to ride
the coat tails of Westley Richards.
Dad reworked another one similar to this
one that had “W. Richards” on the locks
[stolen from my nephew in a burglary
– if you see one call me]. These are
basically inexpensively made guns mass
produced for sale at a very low price.
Used hard and not well cared for they
were mostly worn out and ultimately
discarded. Those that survive very well
might be unsafe to shoot.
I think this particular old side-by-side
gun was made c.1870. It has the earlier
back action sidelocks, meaning the
springs along with the little levers and
parts are located behind the hammer.
Later these parts were moved around in
front of the hammer and are still made
that way today.
When Dad started working on this
gun it was missing some parts and, if
memory serves, there was no stock, or
it was in shambles.

He figured out what parts were missing
and made them. Then he literally sat
down with a nice block of walnut and
inlet the stock for both of the sidelocks,
the long tang trigger guard, as well as
fitting it to the action.
He did this by hand using his small pocket
knife and various hand-made chisels and
scrapers. The Lord only knows how many
days it took him to make it. A stock like
this made today from scratch at one of
the custom stock makers such as Wenig
would probably cost in the $2,000 range
or more and would be worth every penny
of it. It’s really hard do and get right.
I’ve no idea how much time and work
he put into making all of the parts that
were needed. At a gun show I think I’d be
doing well to get $300 for it. It’s for sale,
but my sentimental attachment puts it
into the $20,000 range.
Plain single barrel shotguns are pretty
much on the bottom end of the value
scale, though the old Winchesters bring
something of a premium. But that’s still in
the $150 range, give or take some.
None of these older guns from the 1800’s
were made for anything but low pressure
black powder shells. Smokeless [higher
pressure] powder guns start somewhere
about 1894.

Continues on Page 20
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Need hearing aids?
Does your Cigna® card look like this?
If so, CALL TODAY!

No Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee!

myCigna.com

City of Houston Employees,
Retirees & Spouses!
Administered by Cigna Health and Life Insurance Co.
Coverage Effective Date: 01/01/2015

Group: 0000000
ID:
0000000
Name: John Doe

PCP Visit:
Specialist:
Hospital ER:
Urgent Care:

Network Coinsurance:

In:

Network Savings Program

That’s Right...

If you have Cigna insurance you are eligible for the best pricing
available. Some Cigna plans even cover the full cost of hearing aids!

Miracle-Ear ® understands how confusing it can be to navigate health insurance, that’s why when you come
in for your free appointment our friendly staff will check your benefits for you!
Even if you don’t have Cigna, many other plans including plans through: Airline Companies, Aetna, Anthem BCBS,
BCBS, Blue Cross and Blue Shield Federal plan, Coventry, Mail Handlers… and many others also offer hearing aid coverage!

Call for an appointment
at one of our convenient
Houston area locations:

281-201-1699

Baytown • 1109 W Baker Rd, Ste C
Conroe/The Woodlands • 8000 SH 242
Katy • 1575 W. Grand Pkwy S.
Kingwood • 1202 Kingwood Dr.
League City • 184 Gulf Freeway S.

Memorial City • 833 Frostwood Dr.
Meyerland • 9953 S. Post Oak Rd.
Sugar Land • 15910 Lexington Blvd.
Willowbrook • 17284 Tomball Pkwy.

Visit us online: www.Miracle-Ear-Houston.com

Promo Code: 39TO2017

Cigna Ad Houston Police Assoc. V2 BW 10-07-2016.indd 1

10/7/16 11:26 AM

Chrysler • Jeep • Dodge • Ram

Call President Alan Helfman

President Alan Helfman
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Shooting modern shells in these old
guns is a very risky business for a lot
of reasons. Worst case scenario is a
blown barrel and lost fingers.
The least expensive and most unusual
looking of the mass produced shotguns
ever made came at the beginning of
the self contained cartridge era. Starting
about 1867, the demise of the muzzle
loading firearm was speeding up. All of
the arsenals of the world were packed
with millions of flintlock and percussion
cap muskets and rifles.
Being loath to just destroy or give away
these guns a method to convert them
to cartridge use was developed. In
England back in 1853, Jacob Snider
developed a side swing breech block
with a slanted firing pin that could be
attached to the back of an existing
musket’s barrel while using all of the rest
of the gun with little or no modification.

By 1866 the British were using it to
convert their military rifles to the .577
Snider self contained cartridge.
The shotgun versions were eventually
produced in large quantities and
shipped mostly to third world
countries as “trade” guns. Africa was
a major market for them. They were
so cheap natives could afford them.
Eventually they became unofficially
known as “Zulu” shotguns.
Sears and others sold these guns
in the U. S. starting about 1880. My
paternal grandfather had one. He
died in 1930. When he actually got
it is unknown. It wasn’t in the best
of shape when I first saw it. Dad
reworked it in the late 1970’s and I
killed a few limits of dove with it.
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Since
my
uncle
owned
my
granddad’s gun, I decided to buy
one of my own to fool around with.
I used to see them at gun shows for
$25 so I bought one. The second
and last one I bought was $75 in the
mid 1980’s. I saw one online for $175
a couple years back. There’s one
online for sale for $225 today.
I was blessed to have a Dad that
would do a ton of work on these old
guns for free. I’ll tell you about the old
Zulu gun’s restoration the next time
we meet around the old stove over
in the Shotgun Corner.
Stay safe and I’ll see ya’ at the range.

See us online at
w w w.h p d r e ti r e d . c o m
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January 21, 1925

Officer Pete Corrales, father of seven, killed while
investigating a boyfriend-girlfriend relationship
gone bad. Both also died in the shootout.
By Nelson Zoch
On the evening of Wednesday,
January 21, 1925, the lives of three
individuals came abruptly to a
violent end in the 2000 block of
Congress Avenue at what was
then near the eastern edge of the
City of Houston.
There was Houston Police Detective
Pete Corrales, an officer for just four
short years, having joined the force in
1921. Corrales, married and the father
of seven children, was nearing the
end of his tour of duty at 9 p.m. He
was in the barber shop section of an
establishment at 2003 Congress that
served as both a barber shop and
soft drink parlor.
Detective Corrales and an older
gentleman, Jesus Caceras, were
seated in the barber shop. Through
a thin partition, they overheard
a very disturbing conversation.
Corrales’ interest in what he heard
cost him his life.
The conversation involved a twentyfive-year-old woman named Juanita
Guzman, a native of Coahuila,
Mexico. She had only been in the
United States a short time and
operated the soft drink stand at this
location. She lived in the rear of 2003
Congress address. Also overheard in
this conversation was Max Martinez,
a Hispanic male later reported to
own an interest in a restaurant on
nearby Odin Avenue.

Martinez and Guzman had been
dating for some time. Their relationship
included numerous quarrels Even
though she had broken off the
relationship, most acquaintances felt
that she had remained on friendly
terms with Martinez. Unfortunately,
Martinez was not able to let his feelings
for this young woman rest.
On this night, Juanita Guzman was
seated on a chair near the end of
the partition where she could keep
her eye on the soft drink counter
as well as listen to the barber shop
conversation. Naturally, the barber,
Mr. Cantu, was present.
Martinez entered the establishment
and ordered a soda from Guzman.
She was heard to say, “I have none.”
This was apparently a rebuke that
Martinez was not mentally prepared
to hear. The room became quiet
for a few seconds. Witnesses heard
muffled conversations but couldn’t
understand the words.
All of a sudden a shot rang out,
prompting Detective Corrales to
draw his pistol and run around
the partition. In doing so, he
confronted
Martinez
standing
over the prostrate body of Juanita
Guzman, his spurned sweetheart.
The guns of both men blazed
simultaneously and when the firing
stopped and the smoke cleared,
both Detective Corrales and his
assailant Martinez were on the floor,
critically wounded.

Detective Corrales managed to
regain his feet and staggered to a
nearby drug store where he waited
for an ambulance. A Fogle-West
ambulance arrived and rushed
both men to St. Joseph’s Infirmary.
Martinez died en route and
Corrales died a short time later.
Neither was ever able to speak
after having been shot.
Five shots were fired, in what the
Houston Press reported to have been
the shortest gun battle in the records
of the Houston Police Department.
Juanita Guzman was dead at the
scene, having been shot point blank
in the face. Detective Corrales was
struck above the heart and seen by
witnesses with blood gushing from
that fatal wound. It wasn’t exactly
clear where Corrales’ bullets hit
Martinez but it was obvious that they
also hit home.
While no obituary for Detective
Corrales was published in the
local newspapers, he left a wife
and seven children. Newspaper
accounts the next day reported
the detective’s widow as saying,
“He did his duty. He died as he
lived—bravely. He did as I would
have had him do. He faced danger
without flinching.” The interview
was reportedly done at their small
cottage at No. 22 Chenevert as
her seven children grouped around
her. Some of them were too young
to understand the gravity of the
situation. They nodded in approval
of their mother’s comments.

Continues on Page 22
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At this point, Mrs. Corrales wasn’t
crying; her tears had all been shed
during an seemingly endless sleepless
night with her family. She also was
quoted as saying, “I’ll be able to take
care of the children some way.”
In a more detailed interview with Mr.
Cacera, the following was learned:
Further investigation determined that
Guzman and Martinez had been
involved in a relationship for some
time. Their original relationship had
broken off and it was believed to
be on friendly terms – except from
Martinez’ real point of view. He owned
and operated a restaurant on nearby
Odin Avenue and was still upset about
the break-up. Martinez, in essence,
was an early-day stalker, apparently
unable to accept Guzman’s refusal
to continue the relationship.
Funeral services were held for
Detective Corrales on Saturday,
January 24, 1925, at 2:30 p.m. from
the modest Corrales family home at
No. 22 Chenevert. Religious services
followed at 3 p.m. at the Guadalupe
Church, with the Reverend Father
De Anta officiating. Burial took place
under the direction of the Houston
Undertaking Company at the Holy
Cross Cemetery on North Main. This is a
Catholic Cemetery with an entrance
separate from the larger Hollywood
Cemetery at North Main and what is
now the North Freeway.
Detective Corrales was the only
Hispanic detective on the force at
the time of his death. Six of his fellow
officers carried him to his grave
on that dark and dreary day in
January. They were W. F. Blalock, W.
H. Anderson, T. J. Lyons, Gus Butler, W.
H. Cain and Tony Margiotta.

The Houston Post failed to carry stories
about this tragic event and the Press
and Chronicle provided only limited
coverage. No plans were mentioned
in either of the latter two publications
regarding any financial assistance for
Mrs. Corrales and her large family.
The January 22 edition of the
Chronicle ran a front-page photo
of the inside of the business where
the shooting happened. Featured
in the photo was Mr. Caceres
pointing to locations, probably in
a reenactment of the crime. Also
in the photo was Mrs. Eva Bacher,
HPD’s first-ever female officer, who
was seated in the same chair where
Ms. Guzman was seated. Also
shown were Herman Radke and F.
Berner, city detectives. Detective
Berner was the grandfather of
retired
HPD
Robbery/Homicide
Detective Frederick Berner.
Retired HPD Lieutenant Eli P. Rivera
had indicated to me in the past
that he was in some manner related
to Detective Corrales.
Research
through the Catholic Cemetery
Association revealed an earlier date
of burial than originally used in the
story of Corrales’ death and the
above date has been proven to be
correct. Rivera advised this writer of
a lady who was the youngest of the
seven Corrales children. She stated
in a phone interview that she was
three years old at the time of her
father’s death and originally desired
to remain her privacy. However, she
was contacted in March, 2007, at
which time she was eighty-five years
old, and was agreeable to speak
with this writer.
This daughter, Mrs. Ruby Lewis Banks,
was in fact the youngest of the
Corrales children. From this lady, the
following was learned: Officer Pete
Corrales and his wife, Mrs. Sabena
Nette Corrales, were both from the
area of Many, Louisiana.

In 1925, this family (and their
approximate ages) consisted of Pete
Corrales Jr. (18-19), Mary Corrales (16),
Delphine Corrales, Jesse Corrales,
Thomas Corrales, Frank Corrales (5),
and Ruby Corrales (3). Another son,
also named Frank, was killed in a
traffic accident at the age of seven.
This was prior to Officer Corrales’
death and another son was born
and named in his memory. Son
Thomas was killed in World War II on
a troop carrier that was bombed.
The second Frank Corrales served
as a Military Policeman during
WW II.
The family moved from
Chenevert Street on Avenue S
in the east end and Mrs. Sabena
Corrales worked for the National
Biscuit Company.
Mrs. Sabena
Corrales passed away in 1970.
Prior to meeting with Mrs. Banks, I
had also learned from Mark Clark,
Executive Director of the HPOU,
and Retired Homicide Detective J.
W. Clampitte that both had been
acquaintances of Pete Corrales Jr.
through a fraternal organization.
This information led to the discovery
of an obituary from June ,1984, that
indicated that Peter H. Corrales
had passed away that month at
the age of seventy-seven. He left
a wife, three daughters, two sisters,
and two brothers.
In speaking with Mrs. Banks, she fondly
recalled that when her Dad would
leave their house for work in the
early afternoon, she would attempt
to follow him. However, he would
return and take her back home.
Unfortunately, not much else could
be recalled by this lady regarding the
lives of her older siblings.
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Two Police Officers Killed (12/10/71)
Two policemen were killed and a third
injured Friday in three separate traffic
accidents occurring within a nine-hour
period.
Patrolman Claude Ronald Beck, 24,
of 1010 S. Wayside, who had been
married only 18 days, was killed about
2:40 a.m. on the Southwest Freeway
near Montrose when a camper struck
him as he was going to talk with a hitand-run suspect.
Walter Meyer, 47, of 5081 Val Verde,
Apt. A., was charged with murder by
auto in the death of Beck.
Less than two hours later, off-duty
patrolman Weldon Ray Richardson,
27, of 5519 Viking, ran into the rear of
a tractor-trailer in the 5800 block of the
North Loop East. Richardson, a seven
–year veteran with an “outstanding”
performance rating as an officer, was
dead on arrival at Ben Taub General
Hospital at 4:10 a.m.

At 11 a.m., in the 7200 block of
Larkwood, one southbound patrol car
jammed into the rear of another while
officers in the two units were rushing to
a burglary in progress in the 7100 block
of Mobud, which crosses Larkwood.
Patrolman R. B. Chandler said he
stopped on Larkwood when he
realized he had missed the turn onto
Mobud. When the car stopped, the
second patrol car, driven by Patrolman
O. A. Williams, collided with Chandler’s
vehicle. Williams suffered head and
internal injuries but was described as in
very satisfactory condition in Westbury
Hospital. Chandler was uninjured.
Beck, who joined the force more than four
years ago at age 19, was approaching
the hit-and-run suspect’s vehicle in the
outbound lane when the camper driven
by Meyer hit him, police said. They said
Danny Foster Elmore, 23, a wrecker driver
who was with the officers, chased Meyer
about 1,500 feet down the freeway,
finally pulling him over. Beck was dead
at the scene.

Richardson was returning home from an
off-duty job. Dewey Forrest Elgin, 51, of
Sand Springs, Okla., said he was pulling
his tractor-trailer out of a driveway onto
the North Loop when he heard a “thump
to the rear of my truck.” Richardson
was driving a Volkswagen and was not
immediately identified. Investigating
officers identified Richardson through
fingerprints in the identification division
of the police department. Elgin was
unhurt. Charges were not filed against
him.
Beck’s performance ratings described
him as a “very good” officer.
He
worked during his off-duty hours
with underprivileged children in the
Mexican-American and black sections
of the city. A native of Warren, Ark.,
and graduate of Fordyce, Ark., High
School, Beck was married on Nov. 23
to the former Shelia Darden, whom he
met at Faith Missionary Baptist Church.
Services for Beck will be at 5 p.m.

Continues on Page 24
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At first glance, it would appear that
Det. Martin Billnitzer was murdered in his
office on the second floor of the main
police station at 61 Riesner Street and
that the declaration of the killing was a
suicide seems a blatant cover-up.
Almost all of the folks that ever
mentioned it around me talked of
it as a suicide involving a federal
narcotics investigation. That was the
“public” version.
However, a couple mentioned that
he was shot twice.
They didn’t
think a suicidal person could shoot
themselves twice. It’s extremely rare
but it’s possible. There are at least
two multiple shot suicide cases that
have occurred in Harris County.

The key, I think, is in exactly where the
wounds in the chest/heart area were.
Many years after I retired a good friend
of mine [now deceased] mentioned to
me something that happened at the
time of the killing. A friend of his [who
was deceased at the time he was telling
me the story] had been nearby when the
shots were heard and had seen another
officer [now deceased] heading down
the back stairs just around the corner
from where the killing took place.
There is still some kind of a case file
somewhere.
Chief Breashears had
it reviewed when he was chief and
decided that there was nothing that
could be done then about changing the
status at that time.

Forensics change every day.
So, we’re back around to the
bottom line question: Can anything
be done about it today after all of
this time? If Billnitzer was murdered
he certainly deserves to be included
in the Line of Duty roster, I think.
But there’s a whole lot more to the
story.
Get a copy of the book and see
what you think!
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Blast from the Past
City’s Legal Department Rules,
No Leg for Lefty
By John Davis, 1959, Houston Post or
Chronicle
The city legal department decreed
Wednesday that the city cannot
legally purchase an artificial leg for O.
O. (Lefty) Grounds, 65, former Houston
Homicide detective and baseball
great, and now a one-legged sign
painter.
“The City cannot make a gratuity to
a private citizen with public money,”
the legal department said.
“I can’t understand that,” Lefty said.
“I had the leg crushed twice as a
policeman. Three former police chiefs
and three mayors all said the City
would buy me the leg.

Lefty, who played in amateur semipro and East Texas League baseball
during the 1920s, first crushed his leg
when he was chasing a hijacker in
1932, three years after he joined the
Police Department here.
The hijacker’s car slowed in making
a curve and Lefty’s motorcycle
rammed it, his right leg twisted by the
car’s wheel. Lefty said he was in the
hospital for a year, eight months and
five days.
“The doctors then said I ought to cut
it off – they didn’t see how I walked
on it.
The same leg was crushed again in
1945, he said, when he was in uniform
leading a funeral procession, but offduty from the Police Department. A
car struck his motorcycle. He retired
from the Police Department soon
after the accident, but didn’t have
the leg amputated until 1957.

Lefty wrote the City Council November
5 asking if the city would buy him the
$150 leg. He didn’t have the money
to buy it himself, he said.
“If I had the leg,” Lefty said, I could
walk without crutches and climb a
stepladder. Now I have to use the
crutches or scoot ? on the floor.”
Lefty lives in his sign-painting shop
at 4122 North Main St. His work
doesn’t give him much income
to supplement his police pension.
“I’ve had just one sign to paint this
year,” he said.
He said he wouldn’t press his request
for the leg any further. “I don’t want
to do anything that would jeopardize
my pension”. “If I did that, I’d have
to get a tin cup and sit on the street”.

Continues from Page 23
Saturday in Forest Park Funeral Home’s
Lawndale Chapel, 6900 Lawndale. A
second service will be held in Fordyce
Monday. Beck’s survivors also include his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. William H. Beck of
Fordyce and a sister of Bearden, Ark.

Services for Richardson, who grew up in
Tomball and was graduated from Reagan
High School in 1962, will be at 1:30 p.m.
Monday in Pat H. Foley’s Chapel of the
Garden, 1200 W. 34th St. Burial will be in
Rosewood Cemetery.

Richardson, who attended Victoria Junior
College one year before joining the force
in 1964, is survived by his wife, Katheryn
Lorraine; two daughters, Sherry, 6, and
Kelly, 3, and a son, Ray, 6 months.
Other survivors include his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. C. T. Richardson of 6930 Flintrock.
All Houston police officers will be honorary
pallbearers in the services for both officers.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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Blast from the Past
Widow Receives Checks
Houston Chronicle, February 8, 1967

Mrs. Linda Louise Sander, widow
of slain policeman Louis Lyndon
Sander, received a token of
appreciation for her husband’s
outstanding
service
in
the
amount of $6600.

Two checks were presented to Mrs.
Sander in her room at Heights Hospital
Tuesday by Leopold Meyer, president
of the 100 Club, which supports
local law enforcement officers. The
club collected $5600 through public
donations and added $1000 itself.
Officer M.J. Chebret and Police Chief
Herman Short were present also.

Mrs. Sander is hospitalized because
she gave birth to a daughter Friday.
She has another daughter. Sander
was shot to death January 21 when
he stopped a motorist for a traffic
violation.
Note: This tragedy occurred 50 years
ago.

Mother Comforts Child Officer Rescued (12/19/73)
Evelyn McNeal, left, holds her
son, Theodus, 3, who was rescued
unhurt by patrolman Arthur K.
Witcher, right, at a fire in the
family’s home at 6018 Horace in
Northeast Houston Tuesday.

He also rescued her daughter,
Marlissa, 1. Two children died in
the fire. They are Arthur Dwayne
Prince, 2, Evelyn McNeal’s other
son, and Patrick Wayne Dever, 2,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Dever
of 6305 Crane.

Officials said the fire started when
one of the children dropped a
burning newspaper on a stack of
clothes while Evelyn McNeal was
at a neighbor’s house.

Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
Family Assistance Unit:

Burial Fund:

Senior Police Officers Michael Newsome, 713-308-1237
and Jorge R. Lucero, 713-308-1240.

713-308-1226. Leave message for someone to contact you.

If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center,
713-308-1500.

RetiredBadge
THE

With Honor We Served . . .

With Pride We Remember

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

See us online at
w w w.hp d r e ti r e d . c o m

26

The Retired Badge February - March 2017 Edition

HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED
OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 130787
Houston, TX 77219
Phone/Fax (713) 802-2967
OR Toll Free 1-866-856-7252

The Retired Badge February - March 2017 Edition

HPROA Benefits

In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired
officers to have the same type of organized representation that
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired
officers an official organization to represent them regarding
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits.
The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization.
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being:
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.
The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from
within its membership and answers only to the membership of
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?
Membership Benefits
I. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension
benefits
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by sponsoring reunions
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception
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IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of
deceased member
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607
E. Whitney.

This is Your Retired Badge

Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper.
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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Killed in the Line of Duty
March

February
19, 1921			

Johnnie Davidson

10, 1860			

C. Edward Foley

24. 1954			

Fred Maddox Jr.

17, 1882			

Richard Snow

23, 1960			

Gonzalo Q. Gonzales

15, 1891			

James Fenn

18, 1965			

Herbert N. Planer

14, 1928			

Carl Greene

23, 1983			

Charles Robert Coates

9. 1935			

Rempsey Sullivan

18, 1988			

Andrew Winzer

24, 1938			

Marion E. Palmer

20, 1959			

Claude E. Branon

HPROA New Members
At the December meeting, the following twelve new
members were approved:
Paul Day, Jack Foty, Mark S. Holloway, Harvey Kelley,
James Kennedy, Tim McNamara George A. McKay, Roy
J. Mikulec, Michael Perry, David Preece, Maria Row, and
Donald Sealy.
One (1) New Associate Membership Application received:
Gary Wurl – Sponsored by M. D. Beale
At the January meeting, the below listed seventeen new
members were approved:

....Billy Hearnsberger, John Johnson, Leslie Mayo, Richard
McCusker, Robert Myers, Rene Palomo, Robert Rohling,
Dewitt Salter, Robert Schweitzer, Michael Scott, Robert
Taylor and Robert Zalud.
Final approval was granted for Gary Wurl to be an
associate member.
Again, thanks to Membership Chairman Roy McDonald
for the continuing excellent recruitment of new members.
Also, many thanks to Anthony Kivela as it appears that he
used a captive audience at his 40th HPD class reunion to
twist some arms.

Richard Ariaga, Francis DeVita, Patrick Dougherty, Steven
Fingerhut, Robert Gault....

This is Your Retired Badge

Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper.
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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RETIRED OFFICERS ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
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FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • DOUG BOSTOCK • RAY SMITH

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance.

December 8, 2016
Al Blair: (11-4-16) We visited with Al
by phone today and he seems to be
improving. He said it has been an uphill
battle but he feels stronger and steadily
getting better. He appears to have a
positive attitude and sounded like the Al
we all know. He invites our prayers for a
strong recovery.
Harry Caldwell: (11-13-16 nf) We visited
with Chief Caldwell in his home on 11-1016. He is now a trim 84 old and appeared
to be in good physical health and did
not complain of any medical issues. He
expressed his deep appreciation and
support of the HPROA in their efforts to
maintain and fight for the benefits of all
retirees.
Jerry Carpenter: (11-13-16 nf)
Hank
Laird reports that Jerry was admitted
to Methodist Hosp., Med Center, on 1110-16. Jerry was recently diagnosed
with cancer in both lungs and due to
other medical issues, he is not able to
take radiation or chemo treatments. He
will undergo a biopsy to determine the
specific type of cancer is involved to
guide the oncologist going forward in
any treatment or procedure. Lift up your
prayers for Jerry, his family and his doctors.
Sue Turbeville: (11-4-16 nf) Sue was
released from the hospital and moved to
the Grace Rehab Center at Northpointe,
11830 Northpoint,
281-205-2400. We
visited with her on Thursday and she
seems to be doing better, gaining some
strength with more extended therapy.
Please keep Sue in your prayers.

John Eaton: (11-27-16 nf) We visited
with John’s wife, Linda this afternoon
and she reported that John was
moved to Bayshore Hospital about
10 days ago where he was treated
and then moved 4 or 5 days ago to
the Courtyard of Pasadena, 4048
Red Bluff, which is a skilled nursing
facility. She said that John will seem
to improve with some good days and
then relapses. If you live in the area,
please go by and visit with John and
lift his spirits. Keep John and Linda in
your prayers.
Al Blair: UPDATE (11-27-16 nf) We
visited with Al by phone today and he
is now out of rehab and at home. His
daughter takes him to therapy each
day. He stated that he was getting
around pretty good and improving
each day. Hopes to attend the
general meeting next month. Keep Al
in your daily prayers.
Sue Turbeville: UPDATE (11-27-16 nf)
We visited with Sue this afternoon at
the rehab facility and she claims to be
getting better and stronger each day
as she has therapy twice a day. She
stated that they are extending her
stay for a couple of weeks if insurance
will approve it. Plans are for Forrest to
move back into his house this week so
she can look forward to moving back
home instead of the small apartment.
Pray for Sue & Forrest.

Chuck Rudolph: (11-27-16 nf) We
visited with Chuck’s wife, Marsha, by
phone today and she reports that
Chuck is still struggling with his many
health issues. He has fallen twice in
the last few days after he got out of
bed so she now keeps the bed rails
up to try to keep him isolated. She
has family helping her to care for him.
Pray for Chuck & family.
Sue & Forrest Turbeville: UPDATE (124-16rh) The repair and remodeling
of their home has been completed
they are now back home and out of
the apartment after it was flooded
months ago. Sue has been released
from rehab and is home taking care
of Forrest again. A big thank you to all
the HPROA members and friends who
helped Forrest and Sue financially.
Also, those who helped moved them
out of the flooded house and back
into their home. The kindness and
generosity of our members shows that
we are a true family.
Jean Watt (11-28-16 rh) - Kathy and
Mike McDonald have stayed in touch
Jean and advised that he has been
very ill due to the colon cancer. He
is having difficulty eating and has
lost an extreme amount of weight.
He has been in the hospital and has
now been moved to a rehabilitation
facility.

Continues on Page 30
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Jean Watt: Update (12-1-16 rh)
- We just received information
from Jean’s daughter, Rebecca,
that Jean has been moved to
hospice care. She said that she
appreciates all the prayers and
she asks for continued prayers for
peace for Jean and for the family
during this difficult transition. All
the love and support has blessed
them beyond measure. They are
forever grateful.
( Note: Jean
passed that night).

DEATHS DURING THE MONTHS
OF NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2016
FRED CARROLL
(MEMBER), NOVEMBER 5, 2016
BERYL CLYDE BARRETT
(MEMBER), NOVEMBER 4, 2016
CARL OWENS
NOVEMBER 16, 2016
WILLIAM JEAN WATT
(MEMBER), DECEMBER 1, 2016
MICHAEL BRANDON WRIGHT
DECEMBER 3, 2016

YOUR FATHER KNOWS WHAT YOU
NEED BEFORE YOU ASK HIM –
Matthew 6:8 niv
THERE ISN’T A CERTAIN TIME WE
SHOULD SET ASIDE TO TALK WITH
GOD – GOD IS PART OF OUR
EVERY WAKING MOMENT …
marva Collins
EVERY DAY HOLDS THE POSSIBILITY
OF A MIRACLE…anon

January 12, 2017
Jerry Carpenter: (12-9-16 nf) We
visited with Jerry this morning by
phone and he reports that he
is now in at home hospice care
and at times using oxygen. He is
on medications that makes him
sleep a great deal of the time.
All of his needs are being taken
care of at this time. Lift up your
prayers for Jerry for pain free
days ahead.
John Eaton: (12-12-16 nf) We
visited with wife, Linda this
evening and she reports that
John was in Bayshore Hospital
for 2 weeks with pneumonia and
was moved back to Courtyard
at Pasadena today, 4048 Red
Bluff. Doctors met with she and
John today and advised that
John had aspirated several times
recently and he would need to
be moved to hospice care. John
suffers from Parkinson’s and has
difficulty talking and swallowing.
Linda invites your prayers and
your visits. John is in Room #117.
Don Weaver: (12-16-16 nf) Wife
Dorothy reports that Don was
in Memorial NW Hospital, Ella &
North Loop for 2 weeks. He was
moved on Thursday to a rehab
center where later in the day,
his breathing became labored
so they had him readmitted to
Memorial NW last evening. He is
on a ventilator and heavy doses
of antibiotics with lung infection,
all of this and a broken hip.

Al Lotz: (12-17-16 rh) - We visited
with Al and he stated that for the
last several months he has been
suffering from severe diarrhea and
was periodically passing out. At
one time he had an emergency
admittance to a hospital in San
Antonio while on a trip with his
family.
He was released from
the hospital there, but they never
could tell him what was causing
the problem.
Having been in
remission from cancer since 2000,
he was concerned that cancer
had returned. Friday he had a
colonoscopy and he was found
to be cancer free.
His doctor
advised him that he could return
to his normal physical activities.
Al wished to thank all his friends for the
prayers that were lifted up for him.
John/Linda Eaton: (12-20-16 nf)
We visited with Linda this AM and
she is at home recovering from a
fall last week at her home which
had her in the hospital for several
days with a head injury. She states
that they keep doing cat scans
of her head to be sure there is
no bleeding around the brain.
She has not been able to visit
John but will go tomorrow. J.C.
Moseley visited John yesterday
reporting that John seems a little
weaker and difficulty speaking
to be heard but obviously loves it
when a friend comes to visit him.
We invite all of John’s friends to try
and go by and visit with him at the
Courtyard in Pasadena on Red Bluff
and keeping both in your daily.

Lift up your prayers for Don.

Continues on Page 31
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Don Weaver: (12-31-2016 - 1-1-17
nf) We visited with Dorothy today
and she reports that Don was in
a near death state last weekend
at N.W. Memorial Hospital, Ella &
N. Loop but he moved to Park
Manor Woodlands, 1014 Windsor
Lake Blvd, 936-273-9424 and his
health is improved. They have
removed all IV’s, cancelled some
meds. He still is on some oxygen,
has a feeding tube and a port in
the neck/shoulder area for meds.
He is responsive, talks with a low
voice and recognizes family &
friends. Go by and visit Don if you
are near and keep him in your
daily prayers.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTHS
OF DECEMBER 2016 & JANUARY 2017

YOUR FATHER KNOWS WHAT YOU NEED
BEFORE YOU ASK HIM – Matthew 6:8 niv

ELMER C. TYLER
(MEMBER), DECEMBER, 19, 2016

THERE ISN’T A CERTAIN TIME WE SHOULD
SET ASIDE TO TALK WITH GOD – GOD IS
PART OF OUR EVERY WAKING MOMENT …
marva Collins

NORBERT L. LEBLANC
(MEMBER), JANUARY 2, 2017
JAMES E. KMIEC
JANUARY 4, 2017

EVERY DAY HOLDS THE POSSIBILITY OF A
MIRACLE…anom

JAMES A. JENKINS
(MEMBER), JANUARY 5, 2017

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters,
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Our Committee Members are:
Forest Turbeville		

281.356.8800

Ron Headley

Nelson Foehner		

281.351.4669

Doug Bostock		

Ray Smith 			

281.731.1588

		713.253.5749
281.890.7610
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WE REMEMBER

IN MEMORIUM
WITH PRIDE

FEBRUARY

MARCH

2, 2007
2, 2006
2, 2000
4, 2006
6. 2005
8, 2002
11, 1996
12, 2005
13, 2002
13, 2001
13, 2009
14, 2006
15, 2007
16, 1995
16, 2000
17, 2006
21, 2012
22, 2004
22, 2009
24, 2011
25, 2000
25, 2004
25, 2006
26, 2006
27, 2009
28, 1998
28, 2003
28, 2005

David Muskiet
Gary L. Leslie
Jimmy Marquis
R.E. Smith
Timothy Nelson Lucas
Joe Ray Jeffcoat
A.M. Biamonte
Jordan C. Goff Sr.
August M. (Gus) Luchak
Clifton O. Warren
Louis Elliott Sr.
George W. Walker
James E. Harrell
Pete Christian Jr.
George H. Bush
Barbara Dignowity
Terry Collman
Benny L. Alcorn
Donald Mason Cook
Joe L. Oatis
Wayne Hankins
F.H. Scott
Dalton M. Baskin
Jimmy Cullar
Frank O’Neil
J.W. Kindred
A.L. (Roy) Cooper
Weldon J. Schultea

1, 1983		
2, 2007		
3, 2005		
4, 1984		
6, 1995		
7, 2002		
8, 1992		
9, 1984		
11, 2007
15. 1997
16, 2002
16, 2007
19, 2002
19, 2005
20, 2002
22. 2000
24, 2005
25, 2003
26, 2001
26, 2001
27, 2009
28, 1988
29, 2003
31, 1984

Nathan G. Brumley
Charles (Chuck) McRae
Tommy D. Crawford
C. Kenneth Waycott
C.L. (Charlie) Albertson
Robert J. (Joe) Clark
Frank C. Crittenden
R.W. Hope
Anthony (Tony) Colca
C.B. (Charlie Bill) Terpstra
Linwood W. Fowler Jr.
Patrick Wayne McGill
Jean David (JD) Davis
Bill Stanley Malinowski
Eddie Hodges
John R. McDonald
Lynn Higgins
John W. Biggs
Edward Joe Stringfellow
Vernon Wayne West
Chester Bryan Massey
W.M. Friedrich
Emerson E. Romoser
E.R. Goodnight

MEASURING FINANCIAL

STRENGTH

There are several factors that measure successful financial strength
and, Houston Police FCU has all of them. With over $611 million in
assets and 25,000 member strong, we are a major financial institution offering one of the most attractive service packages available.
Here are some of the awards we received in 2015:
• Top 200 Healthiest Credit Unions Award
-Deposits Online, LLC

• Largest Houston-Area Credit Union Ranked by Total Assets as of
June 30, 2015
-Houston Business Journal

• Top 10 Local Bank and Credit Union Savings Rates Ranked by
Primary Share Savings Account Rate
-GOBankingRates

Our success is due to our member support and our philosophy of
“people helping people”. Thank you, our members, for making us
one of the strongest financial institutions in the area.

Check to see if you or a family member is eligible for
membership at hpfcu.org and join today!

Main Office • 1600 Memorial Drive • Houston, TX 77007
Travis Office • 1200 Travis Street • 20th Floor • Houston, TX 77002
Willowbrook Office • 17314 State Highway 249 • Suite 107 • Houston, TX 77064

713.986.0200 • 800.927.8707
Federally insured by NCUA.

