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From the Entertainment Committee
Hello, Retirees and friends. Hope everyone has survived all the
rain we have had lately. Mother Nature sure has been hard on
us this year. All we can do is hope and pray for the best.
Let us not dwell on the rain and think of better things. It is that
time of year again. Our Crockett Reunion is being held on June
25, 2016. It is to be held at the Crockett Civic Center located at
1100 Edmiston Dr., Crockett Texas. It is from 10A-2P, and is being
hosted by Steve and Vickie Rayne.
We hope to see many faces we have not seen in awhile (there
are many that cannot make it to the monthly meetings). So
come out and enjoy yourself, mingle with friends and enjoy
good food. You may even go home with a door prize! Hope to
see you there.

For those wishing to come early and stay overnight, there
is a Holiday Inn Express located at 1511 Southeast Loop
#304. Their number is 936-544-4488 or go to TripAdvisor.
com for a cheaper rate. This Holiday Inn Express is very
close to the Crockett Civic Center.
Let us not forget, we are asking for items that are still in
usable condition and no longer needed by you to be
donated for the Silent Auction. Items may be brought on
the same day to the Crockett Reunion. We will certainly
appreciate any and all donations. All proceeds will go to
the Family Assistance Committee.
Thank you everyone for your support and hope to see you
in Crockett.
Rosalie Potell

HPROA Elections
According to the HPROA by-laws, Officer and Trustee elections
are required to be held once a year in the month of July
and August. If you desire to serve on the Board of Directors,
you must submit your name to our nominating committee
Chairman, Robert Schields at 281-304-8173. The deadline for
filing is 5:00pm on Wednesday, June 8, 2016, which is the day
prior to the monthly meeting in June. Additional nominations
can be made from the floor on that date. If you are an up-todate member in good standing, please consider serving your
organization in this manner.

Ballots will be mailed out in July and the returned ballots will be
counted at the meeting on Thursday, August 11, 2016.
UP FOR RE-ELECTION IN 2016:
President: 1 year term.
Following positions are for a 2-year term: 2nd Vice President,
Secretary, and Board positions #1, #3, #5, and #7.
DON’T FORGET TO ATTEND THIS MEETING. A CATERED MEAL WILL
BE PROVIDED BY YOUR HPROA AT THE AUGUST MEETING AFTER
THE ELECTION RESULTS ARE ANNOUNCED.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BILL ELKIN
My, ‘O my, how time seems to fly
these days. It seems to be only a short
time ago when I took on this position,
as the Executive Director, with the
HPROA. That was in 1997, when the
Seventh-Fifth Session of the Texas
Legislature began on the second
Tuesday in January of that year.
The HPROA had only one issue at the
legislature, and that was to combine
all of the pension plans under HPOPS
into one unified plan, with a common
formula by which to calculate the
benefits being paid to the retirees.
We were successful in our effort, and
raised the basic benefit up to 50
percent for the first 20 years of service.
How great that was, and the success
was a result of a combined effort of
HPOPS Board of Trustees, their staff
under the direction of John Lawson,
and we at the HPROA.
Wil Eickenhorst was the HPROA
President at the time, and Wilfred
Navarro and I were doing the
lobbying at the Capitol.
Wilfred
later became the HPROA President,
but continued to share the duties
of lobbyist. We found that in order
to achieve our goal, we first had to
work toward educating the members
of the House of Representative and
the Senate as to how Houston’s three
pension plans, and particularly the
HPOPS Plan, doled out its benefits to
their respective members.
In the first ensuing years after 1997,
our main issue in Austin was to protect
the improved HPOPS Plan, to keep
anyone or organization from chipping
away at what we had achieved,
particularly the City of Houston, which
was beginning to renege on making
it’s ARC (annual required contribution)
to the plan.

During this time we also began to lobby
on other issues that affected all police
retirees in Texas, not just Houston, mainly
the right for Texas honorably retired peace
officers to continue to carry a weapon.
As many of you might recall, when you
retired from a law enforcement agency,
you became just an ordinary citizen and
had to apply for a Concealed Handgun
License. As a CHL holder there were just
too many restraints, mainly the areas that
were off limits where a CHL holder could
carry a handgun. We also corrected the
law which gives honorably retired peace
officers, and those killed in the line of duty
the right to have the Texas Flag draped
on their casket at a funeral, similar to
the U.S. Flag for military veterans. We
were successful on both of those issues
also. In those days our opponents were
known, and few. But that would begin
to change in a few years.

Bill Elkin, Executive Director

In the 84th Legislative Session of the
Texas Legislature (2015) some of our
elected officials were now talking
about, and taking a stand against
Houston’s three pension plans. Some
of their allegations were that the city is
going to go bankrupt if the city did not
take over all 3 plans, particularly the
firefighters plan. State Representative
Jim Murphy, who in the past we
considered a friend of police and
firemen, became the lead man in the
Texas House of Representatives to file
a piece of legislation which would
give the City of Houston the right, by
rule or ordinance, to take charge of
the pension plans.

Also, most recently, in a column
written in the Houston Chronicle was
an article by a representative of the
Texas Business Association shows their
interest and possible involvement.

Now Murphy was not alone in his quest.
Also were new organizations on the
same quest, and were sending paid
lobbyists to Austin to help Murphy.
These organizations comprise well
funded groups such as the Texas Public
Policy Forum, The Greater Houston
Partnership,
the
Pew
Charitable
Foundation,
the
Koch
Brothers
Foundation, and the most notable, the
Laura and John Arnold Foundation.

Meet and Confer agreements that
HPOPS and the Municipal Pension
System has with the city may help
us deflect, to some degree, the
presumed attacks that will be forth
coming. We know that HPOPS has a
signed agreement with the city that
lasts until the year 2023.

At the HPOPS Retiree Seminar held
in Humble, Texas, at it’s Civic Center,
on May 7th, Robert Miller, lobbyist for
HPOPS, laid out an austere picture
of the upcoming 85th Session of the
Texas Legislature (2017), especially
since there will be some newly elected
legislators who are strong supporters
of the “Tea Party” philosophy, i.e.,
small government, low or no taxes,
and reduce or eliminate spending.
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A Message from Stephen Rayne, President HPROA
There is a different type of policy for
those over 80 years of age. There is no
physical involved, just a questionnaire
to fill out.
Benefits range from $100 to $200 per
day depending on what premium
you choose. Discounts are available
depending who is covered. This is not
“cheap” insurance. At our ages it cost
much more than it would if we were
20 – 30 years younger. However, like
all forms of insurance, the premiums
are frustrating until you need it. Then it
seems worth the price.

Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

Can you afford $100,000 a year for
a private room in a nursing home?
According to a survey conducted by
the Genworth Financial Group and
published in the May 11, 2016 Houston
Chronicle Business Section, the current
median price for a private room in
a nursing home is $92,378 per year
or “$7,698 per month”! The cost of a
semi-private room has increased 17%
over the last five years to a median
price of $82,125 per year or “$6,844”
per month. Assisted Living and nursing
homes have different “tiers” of care
and the more care or help you need,
the greater the cost.
As I mentioned last month, your
HPROA, in an attempt to help our
members has researched, inquired
of several insurance companies,
applied for and was granted a
GROUP Long Term Care Policy through
Transamerica Insurance Company.
This policy is for HPROA members,
associate members, their spouses,
children, parents, brothers, sisters, inlaws and other relatives of the HPROA
member, as long as they are under 80
years of age.

More information is available through
HPROA Vice President M.D. Beale,
who is a licensed insurance agent
and has been the driving force
behind making this policy a reality.
Your HPROA Board of Directors asked
M.D. Beale to see if this kind of policy
was possible and after many months
of work, many phone conversations
and trips to Austin, Texas, he turned this
idea of a benefit for HPROA members
into a reality. THANK YOU M.D. BEALE
for all your work on this!!!!! For more
information you can contact M.D. at
713-419-7455. You can also see his ad
on our website.
Your HPROA has several things that
happened during May. HPOPS had
their annual Retiree Seminar on May
7, 2016. They allowed the HPROA
to set up tables in the lobby of the
Humble Civic Center to recruit new
HPROA members (we signed up 9 new
members and had 2 renewals). Terry
Bratton and John Lawson, during their
presentations, both encouraged HPD
retirees, who were not members of the
HPROA, to join. We also had Long Term
Care Insurance information available
for any member who was interested.
The following two events will occur
after I submit this article for the paper.

On May 19, 2016 your HPROA will again
participate in The Warriors Weekend
Reception (sponsored by the MOMS
organization) at Bush International
Airport. The next day Friday May 20,
2016 your HPROA will again sponsor
(along with the HPOU and the HPD
Honor Guard) a reception before and
after the Police Memorial ceremony at
the HPOU building. These receptions
are for the families of Officers killed in
the line of duty.
Also coming up between our May
and June meetings is the submission
of candidate’s names for election
to our Board of Directors. Any up to
date “regular” member can run for
the Board. They must submit their
name to our Nominating Committee
Chairman, Bob Schields (281-3048173), before 5pm on Wednesday
June 8, 2016 to be eligible to run for
election. The slate of candidates will
be announced at the June meeting
and the ballots will go out as soon
as possible after the meeting. The
ballots will be counted at the August
meeting by Election Committee
Chairman
E.J.
Smith
and
his
committee members and the results
will be announced at the meeting.
A free lunch will follow the meeting.
On Saturday June 25, 2016 the
HPROA’s annual East Texas Reunion
will be held in Crockett, Texas. As in
the past it will be held at the Crockett
Civic Center starting at 10am.
Your HPROA is a family of volunteers
who work to keep our retired police
family informed and together. We will
continue to look out for our retirement
benefits, get needed information out
to you as quickly as possible and try to
have some fun while we are doing it.

Steve

4

The Retired Badge June - July 2016 Edition

For Members and Their Families
What would happen to
your retirement savings
if you needed long term
care???

For more
call:
Garland Cole
M.D. Beale

information,
512.327.3456
713.419.7455

7 out of 10 –
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are
likely to need long term care services. ¹
Long Term Care Pays –
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home,
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)

Address Change

Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve
you if we know where you are.

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252.
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
Houston Police Retired Officers Association
P.O. Box 130787 • Houston, Texas 77219
713-802-2967 • Toll Free 1-866-856-7252
www.hpdretired.com

Executive Officers
President
Stephen Rayne
1st Vice President
Matthew Potell
Treasurer
Nelson Zoch
Parliamentarian
Anthony Kivela

Executive Director
W.M. Bill Elkin
2nd Vice President
Medwin Beale
Secretary
Sue Gaines
Sergeant-At-Arms
Robert L. Crane

Attorney at Law

Executive Board
of Director
Jim Ashby
Bob Barnard
A.L. Blair
Ron Headley
Jim St. John
Steven Toth
Fred Walschburger

JAN RICH

Past President
Jack Miller
Office Secretary
Cathy Buckles
Webmaster
Jim Ashby

The Retired Badge is an official publication of the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association (HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors. However,
opinions expressed by individual Board members or any other contributor in this publication do not reflect the opinion of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA. Editorial submissions and other
items of interest from HPROA members are welcomed and encouraged.
COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE RETIRED BADGE ARE PAID FOR BY THE CONTRIBUTORS AND DO NOT IN ANY MANNER IMPLY AN ENDORSEMENT, WARRANTY, OR GUARANTEE BY THE HPROA.
EDITORIAL POLICY: The Retired Badge is published in September, November, January, March, May and July by the Houston Police Retired Officers Association. Materials submitted for purblication
are subject to review by the Board and to editing. All photographs will be returned if they have a self-addressed, stamped envelope included. Editorial content may be mailed to P.O. Box 2288,
Houston, Texas 77252-2288. Deadlines are the 15th of each month preceding the publication date.

Personal Injury
Probate & Wills
Estate Planning
1533 W. Alabama, Suite
100, Houston, TX 77006

832-654-0718

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION
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Newspaper Blast from the Past

February 26, 1960: Capacity of Jail Cell Boosted to 9 Eagles
Councilman Louie Welch decided Thursday that he
believes nothing that a policeman says – since the police
now admit that nine Eagles can be locked in one jail cell,
whereas they previously contended that a cell can hold
only four men.

Councilman Welch was displeased. “Any time the police
are allowed to investigate themselves,” he said, “they just
get a bucket of whitewash and smear it all over everything.
“I don’t believe a thing they send over here. This picture
and their statements prove that they’re not credible.”

The new report from Chief of Police Carl L. Shuptrine is the
latest in a long series of reports, admonitions, expostulations
and objurgations that followed the arrest last Aug. 8 of 20
men at the Eagles Club, 2204 Louisiana St.

Councilman Frank Mann added: “All this does is prove
Reeves’ contention that they put 11 people in there.”
There is, of course, no state law or city ordinance to keep
the police from putting 11 Eagles in one cell. The practice
is merely considered injudicious. The City Council did
nothing about Thursday’s new report from Chief Shuptrine
except to order it received and filed. Shuptrine based his
new report on an investigation by Capt. Otto H. Vahldiek.

Fourteen were charged with playing cards for money and
six with playing dominoes for money. One of the Eagles was
former Councilman W. Gail Reeves, who complained to the
City Council that all 20 were crowded into two jail cells.
For a while the police contended that such crowding was
impossible because the cells were too little. Thursday Chief
Shuptrine sent the council a photograph. It shows nine men
in one cell, some standing and some seated on the bunks.

Editor’s note: From this article, it seemed that Councilman
Welch was not a friend of HPD. However, as most of us
recall, he became a super friend during the late-60’s and
early 70’s when he was mayor.
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City of Houston Human Resources
Insurance Department Contact Numbers
HPROA Board Member Steve Toth has provided the below contact numbers for HPROA members who might have questions
regarding their health insurance.

Contact Phone Numbers for Retirees (Benefits)

CIGNA at City of Houston

A-F Maribel Gomez 832.393.6101
G-M Alicia Solis		
832.393.6102
N-Z Kemp Lenued
832.393.6103
Front Desk:			
832.393.6000, Option #4
Email Address: retireebenefits@cityofhouston.gov

A-F LaKeith Johnson
G-L Maria Rodriguez
M-R Ivan Flake		
S-Z Sylvia M		
MyCigna.com

Dental through City of Houston
Dwayne Cook		
832.393.6157

Life Insurance at City of Houston
Elizabeth Rodriguez
832.393.6114

832.393.6192
832.393.6193
832.393.6191
832.393.6194
800.997.1406
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Newspaper Blast from the Past

March 18, 1967: Trapped Store Robber Shoots Self, Dies
A young ex-convict, who robbed
a supermarket and disarmed a
policeman,
fatally
shot
himself
Saturday as law officers surrounded
an apartment where he and two
others were hiding. Billy Sage, 27 of
615 Eubanks, shot himself in the right
temple with a pistol about 6 p.m.,
seconds before a police officer kicked
in the apartment door. He died at
8:30 p.m. in Ben Taub Hospital.
Sage, Mrs. Betty Fay Hill, 20, of 2835
Bostick, No. 20, and John Edward
Bolieu, 20 were in Bolieu’s apartment
at 4406½ Hain shortly after Sage
entered the Bi-Lo Supermarket, 3140
Fulton and took $18.25 at gunpoint.
After the robbery, police Sgt. H. S.
McCormick was disarmed at gunpoint
when he and store manager Patrick
O’Shaughnessy, 24, of 6006 Moonmist,
curbed the fleeing car.
McCormick said two men leaped
from the car before he could pull his
revolver. One with a pistol took his
revolver and told him to “drive back
the way you came.” McCormick said
he drove back a block, then resumed
the chase. He followed the car to the
garage apartment.

About 25 city and county lawmen
arrived almost immediately and
surrounded the place.
“Don’t shoot, we have a kid in here.
We’ll send him out,” a voice called
out from the apartment.
Shortly
afterward, Sage pushed a 3-yearold boy out the door, police said.
Policeman S. L. Felchak carried the
child to safety. He is the son of Mickey
Sage, 21, of 1107 Saddler, the dead
man’s brother. Seconds later, Bolieu
walked out with his hands up.
Officers J. O. Parker and D. I. Baker
rushed into the garage under the
apartment. They said they heard a
shot, followed by a woman’s scream.
Parker ran upstairs, kicked in the door
and found Sage sitting in a chair, a
bullet hole in both temples. Police said
he had shot himself in the left temple.
The bullet exited from the right.
O’Shaughnessy said a man he
identified as Sage followed him into
the store’s courtesy booth at 5:40
p.m., stuck a gun in his back, asked
for the money, stuffed the cash under
his shirt and fled. O’Shaughnessy
followed him and flagged down
McCormick, who was passing.

McCormick and O’Shaughnessy, with
the car still in sight, gave chase. They
overtook the car two blocks away on
Robertson St.
Sage, a husband and father of a boy,
8, was released from the state prison
at Huntsville Dec. 5 after serving a
sentence for armed robbery and
burglary.
George C. Evans, area
supervisor for the Board of Pardons
and Paroles, told police he had
planned to have Sage picked up
Saturday or Monday after receiving a
bad conduct report on him.
Mrs. Hill and Bolieu were held for
questioning.
NOTE: J.O. Parker later promoted to
Detective and worked in Robbery for
a number of years. He passed away in
2011. D.I. Baker, from Class #9, retired
in 1973. H.S. McCormick was actually
H.L. McCormick. He worked in the Jail
Division for a number of years, retiring
in 1986. He passed away in 1988. S.L.
Felchak is actually Steve F. Felchak. He
promoted to Detective and worked
Robbery and B&T for many years. He
retired in 1991 and currently resides in
the Lake Conroe area.

Houston Police Honor Guard Reunion
I had the pleasure of speaking to
James (Jim) Shirley after reading the
article in last month’s edition of the
Retired Badge concerning the origin
of the HPD flag. As one of the original
members, I remember when Jim was
organizing the plan to design and
make the HPD flag a reality.

Jim Shirley had the vision to create a
group of volunteer HPD officers into
the most prestigious honor guard in the
state of Texas. The HPD Honor Guard
had its beginning in October of 1972
with seventeen original members.
He asked me to relay the following
information to all HPD honor guard
members.

The Houston Police Honor Guard will
have its first ever Honor Guard Reunion
on Saturday, June 25, 2016 at the
Crockett Reunion. We will meet at the
Crockett Convention Center at 10:00
am. As Jim Shirley stated, “Be there
and don’t be late”.
If you have any questions please feel
free to contact me at 832-758-1308.
Doug Hudson
HPD Honor Guard (Retired)
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Conversation with a Survivor from Hell
I had written a previous article about
my time in the military. I am writing
this article to expand on something
I mentioned in my original article.
I was in the Navy and my ship was
home ported in Sasebo Japan just a
few hours north of Nagasaki on the
island of Kyushu. We had been put in
contact with one of the orphanages
in Nagasaki and made a few trips
taking toys and goodies to the
children there. This is a follow up during
one of my many trips to Nagasaki.
While on one of the trips I became
acquainted with some of the workers
at the orphanage. We became good
friends and I made several trips to
see them and spent some time at
the beach and seeing the sights of
Nagasaki. I learned that one of the
girls had lived thru the bomb blast.
The bomb, Fat Man, was dropped on
Nagasaki on Aug. 9, 1945. Nagasaki
is located on the west side of Kyushu
in an inlet from the Sea of Japan and
surrounded by mountains. There were
several military targets in the town.
Prior to dropping of both bombs,
the military dropped over 65 million
leaflets warning the people that they
should beware a powerful weapon
will be dropped on them and they
should vacate the city.
The girl I talked with did not really
want to talk about it, and who could
blame her, but she said she would
tell me once and no questions. Her
father was a professor of English at
the University of Nagasaki so he had
enough sense to know that when
they were warned they fled. They had
already heard about Hiroshima being
hit on Aug. 6th.
There is a river that runs thru Nagasaki
towards the Sea of Japan. Her father
led them to a cave that could be
entered near the river’s edge.

They arrived there the day before the
bomb was dropped. At the time she
was about 7-8 years old. She vividly
recalls when the bomb detonated
because she looked toward the back
of the cave and the whole earth
shook and the cave was moving.
She stated they stayed there for a
couple of days before coming outside.
She said when they did come out they
saw hundreds of bodies lying beside
the river. They were burned up. At this
point she stopped the conversation
and nothing more was said. She was
very upset and had tried to remove
that image from her mind but I do not
think that will ever happen.
The bomb was a thermal-nuclear
bomb and was less than a megaton bomb. It was detonated
approximately 1500 feet above
ground zero. When it went off it
caused the temperature to rise
about 3900 degrees and a wind
velocity in excess of 600 MPH. The
damage of the bomb went thru
the city and up the side of the
mountains on the 3 sides of the city.
The target they intended to hit was
a torpedo factory but it was missed
by a little over a mile. It really did not
matter because the bomb melted
everything in a 2 mile radius. The city
was leveled with the exception of
some of the brick buildings.
There were several POW camps in the
city housing allies of the US and they
were also killed in the explosion.
The group I was with took me to a
museum showing damage to the city
and how far away from ground zero it
was. It was really hard to fathom the
damage one bomb could do to a
city the size of Nagasaki.
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In Nagasaki alone there were from
39000 to 80000 people killed. Over
half of them were killed on the first
day. To this day there are still people
that were affected by the bomb.
A few years after the dropping of the
bombs, the US started the ABCC, the
Atomic Bomb Causality Commission.
They did a study of long term effects
caused by radiation and in a small
way helped in the medical care
of the victims. The commission was
dissolved in 1975.
My birthday is Aug. 7 and in 1962 I was
going to make a trip to Nagasaki but
was told it might not be a good idea.
After all it was only 17 years after
the bomb was dropped. My mama
didn’t raise a fool. I got to thinking
about it and there is not any way was
I going to be the only white boy in my
pearly white uniform there. They have
demonstrations at ground zero every
year so I passed on that trip.
Even when I visited, my friends and we
walked around town you could feel
their eyes drilling a hole through you.
I can’t imagine how they felt walking
around with an American sailor.
As I stated, these 2 bombs were
less than a mega-ton bomb and I
witnessed a 60 mega-ton bomb, but
it was about 50 miles straight up and
that was a sight to see. There is no
telling the amount of damage that
bomb could do and I witnessed 2 of
them. They did set off many more in
the Pacific over the years.

Continues on Page 9
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HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

Call
Alan Helfman
4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801
RiverOaksChrysler.com

HELFMAN

DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

HELFMAN
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN

FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO
Houston’s #1
Volume Dealer!

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com
713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award

2012 • 2013 • 2014

713-533-6100
11819 Southwest
Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiat.com
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com
Open Mon - Sat

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.

The Current History of Class #13
Academy Class #13 graduated on February 17, 1956 with
forty-one new Officers proudly wearing the HPD uniform
for the first time. Of those class members, it appears that
eleven left the department prior to earning a pension.
Those were H.F. Adams, B.E. Bueche, T.I. Carr. F. Head, H.D.
Henderson, H. McCormich, R. Ragsdale, W.H. Sheppherd,
R.D. Smith, R. Spurlock, and R. Whitcombe.
There were no Line of Duty Deaths from Class #13.
However, two members passed away very young. Those
were Lynn A. Maughmer who passed away from an illness
in 1968 and E.D. (Sonny) Combs who passed away in 1971
from medical issues contracted when he was a Prisoner
of War in the Korean War. Both had served over ten years
and their beneficiary therefore qualified for the pension.
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Those Officers who earned a pension and have passed away,
along with their year of death, are: Ronnie Acton (2001),
Robert (Bob) Arnold (1989), Charles Cone (2008), Wallace
Crowder (1987), Jean Davis (2002), Bennie Denham (2002), E.R.
(Roland) (Dog) Dennis (1989), Roland English (2016), Charles
O. Ford (2009), Robert Frazier (1987), William Fritz (1991), Harold
Goodwin (2004), James E. (Pete) Gunn (2000), Edward Horelica
(2007), Joe Ray Jeffcoat (2002), Bennie Jordy (2010), William
Kimbrel (1985), Rodney McKeehan (1985), Eddie Pavlock (2000),
Wallace Williams (1991), and Herman A. (John) Zoch (1990).
Seven of the original members of this class are still enjoying
the fruits of their years with HPD. Their approximate years
of service are in parentheses. They are James (Jim) Ashby
(21), Walker (Booley) Corley (39), James L. Davis (31), Thomas
(Tom) McKinney (45), Guy McMenemy (26), Jerald Ward (20)
and V.H. Schultea Jr.
Nelson Zoch

Continues from Page 7
Some were under the ocean and some in space.
The bombs did serve a purpose and that was to shorten
the war. It was estimated that if we had to invade Japan
over a million Americans would be lost. Sad but true.
You can read all the material printed and see all the
movies produced about the bombs and the impact it
had on the people of those two cities but until you talk to
one of the survivors face to face you do not get the true

Below is a picture I took at ground zero. It lists information
about casualties of the bombing. The numbers are
staggering. We should all pray that should never happen
again but I am so glad that we have a big stick in our
corner. Unfortunately we are not the only ones that have
that stick.
GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA…
JV St. John
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Long Term Health Care Info.
By M. D. Beale, Jr.

The below article appeared in
The Houston Chronicle last week
and was updated online Friday.
The article was written by Tom
Murphy – AP business writer.
HPROA President Steve Rayne
found it in the paper last week.
I think it’s well worth reading.
The below is the latest webpage
version from:
http://www.chron.com/news/
medical/article/Study-Longter m-care-costs-continue-torise-7425223.php

******
Tom Murphy, Ap Business Writer
Updated 3:03 pm, Friday, May
13, 2016
Long-term
care
grew
more
expensive again this year, with
the cost of the priciest option,
a private nursing home room,
edging
closer
to
$100,000
annually, according to a survey
from Genworth Financial.
Americans also are paying more
for other care options like home
health aides and assisted living
communities, while adult day
care costs fell slightly compared
to 2015, Genworth reported in a
study released Tuesday.

Private nursing home rooms now
come with a median annual bill
of $92,378, an increase of 1.2
percent from last year and nearly
19 percent since 2011. That’s
roughly twice the rate of overall
inflation and breaks down to a
monthly bill of $7,698.
Genworth Financial Inc. sells
long-term care coverage and
didn’t address that cost in its
study, which was based on
information from 15,000 longterm care providers.
Coverage
costs
also
are
rising, and many people don’t
understand
these
expenses
until they face them, said Joe
Caldwell of the National Council
on Aging, which is not connected
with the study.
“It’s really becoming more and
more difficult for the average family
... to even purchase long-term
care insurance,” said Caldwell, the
nonprofit’s director of long-term
services and support policy.
Medicare doesn’t cover longterm stays, so a large swath of
people who need that coverage
wind up spending down their
assets until they qualify for the
government’s health insurance
program for the poor, Medicaid.
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There are no cheap options
for
those
without
long-term
coverage. Semi-private nursing
home rooms cost $82,125 annually,
a bill that has climbed nearly 17
percent over the past five years,
according to Genworth.
Nursing home costs are rising
largely
because
residents
are more likely to arrive with
chronic conditions like diabetes
or
emphysema
that
need
more medical attention, said
Greg Crist, a spokesman for
the
American
Health
Care
Association, the country’s largest
trade group for nursing homes.
He added that the average
nursing home resident takes 11
prescription medications.
“They’re living longer, they’re not
necessarily living healthier,” he said.
Genworth found that the median
annual cost for assisted living
communities adds up to $43,539
this year. In-home health aides,
who help patients with nonmedical tasks like bathing or
dressing, cost $46,332 annually.
The median annual cost for adult
day care fell $224 to $17,680.

See us online at
w w w.h p d r e ti r e d . c o m
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HPROA Event Calender:
June, July, August 2016

Thursday, June 2, 2016
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, June 9, 2016
HPOPS Board Meeting
Thursday, June 9, 2016
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 2016,
CROCKETT EAST TEXAS REUNION.

Thursday, July 14, 2016
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
Thursday, August 4, 2016
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, August 11, 2016
HPOPS Board Meeting
Thursday, August 11, 2016
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, July 7, 2016
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, July 14, 2016
HPOPS Board Meeting

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this
newspaper. Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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On February 22, 2016, J. C. “Claude”
Wilkerson, a former Texas death row
inmate for a triple murder in Texas,
was arrested and is now accused of
kidnapping and raping a woman in
Gateway, Colorado.
It is alleged a teenage runaway
helped Wilkerson abduct the 26 year
old victim, who was kept as a chained
captive for four months. According
to the woman, Wilkerson told her he
was a serial killer and he repeatedly
forced her to have sex with him. She
told authorities Wilkerson kept her legs
chained when she was not chained
to the bed.
The victim said Wilkerson treated her
like a pet and she was forced to have
sex when she did something he did
not like. The teenager, who assisted
Wilkerson in the abduction, told police
they used diesel engine cleaner to
make the victim pass out. The victim
was kept hostage in Wilkerson’s
home in a remote area of Colorado.
Neighbors told authorities Wilkerson
didn’t attract a lot of attention and
he lived like a recluse.
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Back in 1978, Wilkerson and three
of his associates were involved in
an abduction and triple murder
In Texas. During this time period,
Wilkerson bragged about being
involved
in
organized
crime
and claimed to be the personal
bodyguard of Don Fantich, one of
his three victims.

Through several police investigations
Wilkerson and Fantich were very well
known to the Houston authorities.
The three Texas murders and the
investigation that followed appeared
in the “Retired Badge” a couple of
years back. The Death of a Houston
Gangster - by Earl D. Musick, Retired
Badge - April/May 2014.
In that case, Wilkerson and two of
his associates were tried and each
received the death penalty. One
associate accepted a plea bargain
agreement, avoiding the death
penalty. The following information
covers
some
of
that
police
investigation and explains why the
confessed murderers went free when
their sentences were reversed.
On Monday, January 23, 1978, Gina’s
Jewelry Store at 7815 Long Point Drive
in Houston, Texas closed its doors
around noon and Georgina Rose the
store’s proprietor was missing. The
Houston Police Department (HPD) was
called and police officers discovered
the store’s inventory, worth about
$200,000, was missing.

Continues on Page 13
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Continues from Page 12
It appeared the store had been robbed
and the Houston Police Robbery
Division (Robbery) started a detailed
investigation into the missing shop
proprietor.
During the investigation,
police learned that Dr. William S.
Fitzpatrick, a prominent Houston doctor,
was also missing. He had left his office
just before noon on that same Monday
and never returned.
Dr. Fitzpatrick’s car was found Tuesday
at #8 Rollingwood Drive, the home of
Donald Charles Fantich, who owned the
jewelry store property. The doctor was
a known associate of Mr. Fantich, who
was also last seen Monday morning.
Fantich’s silver 1974 Mercedes was also
missing, along with about $10,000 from
his home safe.
Twenty-four hours had passed since Ms.
Rose, Dr. Fitzpatrick and Mr. Fantich went
missing and it was unknown if they were
dead or alive. Robbery investigators
worked around the clock with Robbery
Captain Leroy Zoch personally heading
up the investigation. Detectives M. D.
Beale Jr., Walter Burkham, Joe Williams
and Ed Steininger were assigned to
the case, along with Lieutenant Jack
Fulbright.
Investigators knew ever too well in cases
like this that “time is of the essence”
and J. C. Claude Wilkerson immediately
became a person of interest. Witnesses
reported seeing him at the jewelry
store near the time of the robbery and
he was also seen driving Mr. Fantich’s
silver Mercedes on the day of the
disappearances.
Wilkerson denied both allegations and
was taken before a Harris County grand
jury where he claimed to also have
been abducted by the men holding
the hostages. The Harris County District
Attorney’s Office, Special Crimes Bureau
was now involved in the investigation
with prosecutors Don Stricklin and Mike
Henton working with Detective Jerry W.
Carpenter and Detective Earl D. Musick.

Three days had passed and there was
still no information regarding what might
have happened to the three missing
persons.
Wilkerson freely answered
police questions always denying any
knowledge of what happened to the
three missing persons. The more he
talked, the clearer it became that he
knew something about this incident.

There was enough evidence to hold
Wilkerson as a material witness. So, on
Friday, after his release from the hospital,
Wilkerson was brought to Captain Zoch’s
office where a hold could be obtained
before placing him in jail. Captain Zoch
asked Wilkerson if he still wanted his
attorney and if he was still refusing to
answer any further questions.

At the time of the investigation, Wilkerson
was suffering from an infection and
he claimed to be concerned for his
own personal safety. He was asking for
protection and Assistant District Attorney
Mike Henton arranged for a hospital to
treat his infection and he was admitted
under an assumed name.

Before the Supreme Court’s landmark
ruling it was common practice for the
police to later approach a suspect and
verify his desire to have a lawyer. This
ruling basically changed the law: “....
when an accused has expressed a desire
to deal with police only through counsel,
the accused is not subject to further
interrogation until counsel has been made
available to him, or unless the accused
himself initiates further communication,
exchanges or conversation with the
police.” U. S Supreme Court Chief Justice
Earl Warren Edwards v. Arizona, 451 U.S.
477, 101 S.Ct. 1880, 68 L.Ed. 378 (1981).

While he was in the hospital, police
questions became more and more
accusatory and just before midnight
Thursday, Wilkerson told police he no
longer wanted to answer any more
questions. He asked for his lawyer Fred
Daily and questioning was then stopped.

Continues on Page 14
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Continues from Page 13
On Friday, January 27, 1978, it had
been four days since anyone had
seen Ms. Rose, Dr. Fitzpatrick and Mr.
Fantich. Captain Zoch and Detective
Burkham were talking to Wilkerson
in the captain’s office with the door
open when Detective Musick passed
by in the hall. Wilkerson saw Detective
Musick and he asks Captain Zoch if
he could talk with Detective Musick.
Wilkerson knew the detective from
two previous investigations and felt he
could trust him.
While talking to Detective Musick,
Wilkerson requested a meeting with
Pat Fantich, the wife of Don Fantich,
before talking about the missing
persons.
Wilkerson insisted he be
allowed to talk with Ms. Fantich
alone, but he agreed to allow the
conversation to be recorded and
transmitted to an adjoining room.
Detectives Musick, Burkham and
Beale then took Wilkerson to the
Special Crimes offices, where this
could be arranged.
After the meeting with Ms. Fantich,
Wilkerson told Musick he was ready to
tell what he knew about the missing
persons and where they might be
found. He claimed not to know if
they were still alive. In his story to
Detective Musick, he described how
two of his associates had abducted
Mr. Fantich at his home and then lured
Dr. Fitzpatrick to the location. His two
associates were Mark R. Cass and
David Allen Roeder.
The abductors made Mr. Fantich open
his safe and then bound him with duct
tape. Tissues were placed over his
eyes and his head was wrapped with
the tape, covering his mouth and eyes.
When Dr. Fitzpatrick arrived at the
Fantich home, he was also abducted
at gunpoint and bound with duct
tape. Once tape was over the two
victims’ eyes, Claude Wilkerson joined
the robbers and took them in Don
Fantich’s car to the jewelry store.

While at the jewelry store, Georgina
Rose was taken hostage and she was
also bound with duct tape. Wilkerson,
Cass and Roeder then cleaned out
the jewelry store’s inventory. During
this episode Don Fantich recognized
Wilkerson as one of his abductors,
creating a major problem. Now the
robbers had to decide what to do
with their three hostages.
The hostages were taken to an
apartment on Sherwood Lane where
David Roeder and Robert Avila were
renting an apartment. Avila was not
originally part of the planned robbery
and abduction but became involved in
the plot when he came home and saw
the hostages. Avila agreed to watch the
three prisoners and then participated in
the plan to get rid of them.
Wilkerson told Detective Musick he had
last seen the hostages alive on Tuesday,
the day police were questioning him
about being seen at the jewelry store
and driving Don Fantich’s car. He said
the plan was to get rid of them since
they knew he was involved.
Even though it was Friday, four days
after the abduction, Wilkerson said
they may still be keeping them in the
Sherwood Lane apartment. He told
investigators the hostages were kept
sedated with medicine they seized
from the doctor.

While checking this apartment Detective
Musick and Lieutenant Fulbright arrested
Robert Avila and took him to the
Homicide Division for questioning.
At this point, Detective Carl Kent and
his partner Detective Earl H. Haring
became involved in the investigation.
They obtained a confession from
Robert Avila and he agreed to show
investigators where the victims were
buried in Shiner, Texas.
Wilkerson gave a detailed confession but
because of Edwards, the confession was
later ruled invalid since the police had
questioned him after he invoked his right
to a lawyer. The Court would not make
their ruling until 1983, while Wilkerson was
on death row. Wilkerson vs. State, 657
S.W. 2d 784 (Tex. Crim. App. 1983).
Tuesday, the day after the hostages were
abducted, the captives were moved
from the apartment on Sherwood Lane
to the Bernard Roeder farm, just 5 miles
east of Shiner, Texas. This 97 acre farm
belonged to David Roeder’s parents.
At the farm, the hostages were kept
sedated, blindfolded and bound until a
grave was prepared. Once the grave
was ready, the captives were marched
out and lined up near the grave. Avila,
Cass and Roeder had agreed they
would each shoot and kill one hostage
on a given command.

Continues on Page 15
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Continues from Page 14
Did justice fail? The families of Georgina
Rose, Dr. William Fitzpatrick and Don
Fantich must believe that justice did
fail. However, police officers take an
oath “to respect the Constitutional
rights of all persons” (Police Officers
Oath of Office). The 6th Amendment
to the Constitution guarantees an
absolute right to a lawyer for the
criminally accused. If police violate
this right, any evidence gathered
after the violation is inadmissible in
prosecuting the accused.

According to Cass, all the hostages
were shot several times and they fell
into the grave. Cass said while the
assassins were talking, Don Fantich
somehow climbed out of the grave
and ran up an incline. Cass pointed
out how he had shot him again and
then drug him back to the grave.

He would be the lone murderer to not
have his conviction overturned.
Wilkerson became front page news
in 1978 because of the triple murders
in Texas. Now, over 38 years later,
he is front page news again for the
abduction and rape of a woman in
Colorado.

When
the
three
bodies
were
recovered from the grave it was
learned Don Fantach had been shot
a total of 10 times. Dr. Fitzpatrick was
shot 13 times and Ms. Rose was shot
12 times. They were then covered
with lime and buried in the common
grave. They packed the ground by
driving Fantich’s car over the grave
and leveling the area around the
grave. Limbs were placed over the
grave to camouflage the area.

Wilkerson became a free man
when the Court ruled the evidence
gathered against him was in violation
of a guaranteed Constitutional right
(Edwards).
The Court of Criminal
Appeals followed Edwards and ruled
that the illegally obtained information
had to be excluded from the trial. This
doctrine is referred to as “the fruits of
the poisonous tree”.

Wilkerson, Cass and Roeder were all
tried and sentence to die by injection.
In exchange for the State not seeking
the death penalty, Avila pled guilty
and received a life sentence.

Unfortunately, our system of justice
sometimes protects the guilty, while
protecting the rights of the individual.
In this case a confessed murderer
went free to commit other serious
crimes because he was denied his
right to a lawyer.

The right to an attorney when
accused of a crime is an important
Constitutional right and it must be
protected for the good of society.
Imagine a suspect dying while being
arrested or in the custody of a police
officer and because of the current
political atmosphere, the police
officer is charged with murder or
several other serious possible felonies.
How important is the police officer’s
sixth amendment right to have a
lawyer present to advise him?
During this election year there has
been an awful lot of discussion about
the importance of protecting our
Constitutional rights, especially the
right to bear arms. Unfortunately, we
cannot pick certain rights to follow
and other rights to ignore.
The memories of this investigation
will remain with me forever, along
with the memories of friends I
worked with. Unfortunately some of
those friends are no longer around,
but their memories live on. I hope
you have enjoyed reminiscing with
me about my memories of a very
interesting investigation.
These
memories are but another of many
stories from the Houston Police
Department as I remember it.
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JUNE
2nd, 		
2, 1990
2, 1997
3, 1981
6, 1989
8, 1968
10, 1976
10, 1955
10, 1967
11, 1949
17, 1989
19th,		
21st,		
22nd,		
22nd,		
26, 1953
26th,		
28, 1959
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
JULY

Nancy Chrisman
Carole and Ed Swannie
Ruth and Chester Massey
Dorothy and Charles Niemeier
Sharlot and Richard Summer
Malcolm (Smoky) and Carol Windham
Kay and Ed Aldridge
Jack and Linda Guy
John and Barbara Harlan
Virginia and Harry Hall
D.I. and Janet Elaine Baker
Candice Guzman Wade
Joyce L. Hadley
Janet Elaine Baker
Bobby Foster
Nell and Morris Shofner
Elizabeth Parker
Walton N. and Betty Sue Miller

1, 1947
1st,		
2, 1983
2nd,		
3, 1955
4, 1928
7th,		
12, 1949
13th,		
14th,		
15th,		
17th,		
20, 1927
21, 1939
25th,		
25, 1982
29th,		
30, 1924
31, 1946

Jim Gratz
Albert Nichols
Mary and George Summer
Jeri Nickerson
Richard and Delia Delano
James Calvin Doyal
Bill (Willie) Osborn
Doug G. Bell
Sue Turbeville
James S. Coley
Mike W. Waltmon
Margery Doetterl
Forrest Turbeville
John T. Gonzales
Mary and Bill Osborn
Candice and Edwin Wade
Martha and John Sweatt
Harry Hall
Roger A. Burkhalter
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Memorial Oaks Cemetery Plots
One cemetery plot in Memorial Oaks Cemetery on 1-10
west/Eldridge.
Two burials are allowed in this plot. Lots are worth $8,000.
Would sell for $3,500.
Contact Doug Bostock, 281-890-7610.
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Star * Dot * Star Computer Consulting
(In business since 1992)

Computer Repairs, Malware and Virus removal
Networking and Printer install, Data Recovery and more!

Ed Cuccia

713.974.0074
edcuccia@star-dot-star.biz
www.star-dot-star.biz
HPD RETIRED Class of 78 		

Don’t trust your computer to a stranger!

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO PLACE YOUR AD IN THE
RETIRED BADGE!
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As a Houston Police Officer
NOTE: The below was authored
by the late John Gallemore,
Retired Assistant Chief of Police.
It was submitted to the Chief of
Police, who then forwarded it to
the HPROA.

•
Most importantly, always
remember to never, never go
outside the law to enforce the
law you swore to uphold and
protect. Say a silent oath that
you will never be unfaithful to the
promise you swore.

*******

•
Balance your exposure to
the criminal element by being
involved in a church, service
or civic group.
This is vitally
important, for you will start to
believe good people no longer
exist. Contact with good people
gives you the balance you will
need. If you lose this contact,
you will become cynical and
bitter.

As a Houston Police
always remember:

Officer,

•
Wise men and philosophers
have recognized for thousands
of years the most important
occupation in any society is that
of law enforcement officers.
Without laws a civilization cannot
exist and in order for laws to be
followed and meaningful, there
must be people to enforce those
laws.
•
Never become arrogant
because of your position. It is very
difficult for a person to learn how
to wear a badge. Some never
do. Some lives and reputations
are ruined because the person
never does.

•
The role of peace officers
is ever changing.
Never stop
your study to stay current. Never
assume you have learned all you
need to know. Stop your study
and you stagnate.
•
It is easy to become
impressed with the work you will
do and adopt an attitude of
being special.

Resist that temptation and go
about your tasks in humility – even
when there are those about you
abusing their position and sadly
there will be. Never ridicule the
people you serve.
If you are
humble in performing your role,
you will bring honor to yourself,
your family and your agency.
•
There is strength in the
Spiritual aspect of life. Do not stray
from it. There is great wisdom and
counsel in the verse of scripture
that declares to the reader: “…
and what doth the LORD require
of thee, but to do justly, and to
love mercy, and to walk humble
with thy God.” (Micah 6:8)

John Gallemore,
Assistant Chief of Police (Retired)
Houston Police Department
The City of Houston’s first
Inspector General

Relationships
Have you ever thought about the
relationships you developed while
on the force?
There were cadet
instructors, fellow cadets, supervisors,
partners and fellow officers. Some
relationships were very close and still
thought about after all these years. In
some cases your partner was closer
than your brother. He or she listened to
your daily tribulations, offered advice
and seldom criticized.

You did the same. Then there were true
relations as father and son, mother and
daughter, brothers, and I remember a
grandfather, father, and son. That does
not even consider husband and wives,
uncles, aunts, nieces, and nephews. All
in all, we developed various relationships
that endured and did so to this day.
In my thinking, I can think of few
occupations where you truly must depend
on your co-workers for your very survival.
Ours really stands at the forefront.

I know you can all remember that call,
that assignment, when your partner saved
your skin. That builds true relationships and
lasting friendships. Think back and write it
down and give it to Nelson Zoch. We will
read about it in the Retired Badge. We
all have a story. We will all appreciate
your story and your experiences while at
HPD. In the meantime, we will see you
on the second Thursday each month at
9:30 a.m. at the Knights of Columbus Hall
on Whitney.
Till next time,
EJ
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Call President Alan Helfman

President Alan Helfman
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The Shotgun Corner
By M. D. Beale, Jr.
Regarding the last article on cats, I’ve
included a copy of the photo of Tiger
and Mary just outside of the door to
our 1st floor [here it would be called
2nd floor] rear located, cold water
flat [apartment] in 1966.
Living in
Vicenza, Italy, on E3/E4 pay, electricity
was so expensive that we didn’t plug
the small hot water heater in until just
before we showered and unplugged
it immediately when the water got
hot. Mary heated all of the water for
washing dishes and cleaning on the
little four burner gas kitchen stove that
I bought at the resale shop on base
for $7. It used about one large bottle
of propane a month that cost about
$6. The City natural gas was way too
expensive, too. We used a kerosene
heater and the stove oven [rarely] to
heat the living area during the winter.
We sold the stove and heater to the
couple that took over the place when
we left for a few dollars. We lived this
way for a little over thirteen months. It
was great training that has served us
well all off the rest of lives, at least so far.

My two favorite places of recreation
on base were the Vicenza Rod and
Gun Club, the base hunting and fishing
store, where you could purchase
firearms and the base pistol range
where you could check out Colt or
Hi Standard semi-auto .22 pistols and
shoot very cheaply.
The Rod and Gun Club also offered
custom ordered shotguns. I couldn’t
afford a Perazzi or a Beretta but the
R&GC had a catalogue for the San
Georgio Arms Company, a small gun
maker in Brescia. You could order the
hand engraved model you wanted
at a super price. After several visits of
looking at the catalogue I finally plunked
down the hard saved $75 and ordered
my first semi custom and personally
bought shotgun. It was a hand-made,
external hammer, side lock, 20 gauge
with French walnut wood.
A similar gun today would start
somewhere in the $4k or $5k price
range and go on up from there. I
ordered the gun in August based on
the information that it would be ready
in a couple of months.

We were due to come home the first
of December. Of course, it wasn’t
delivered until about 5 days before
we left.
Any handgun had to be shipped
home locked up and secured in your
“hold” baggage via freighter but long
guns could be carried. Since it was a
side by side double barrel I just took it
apart and stuffed it down in my duffel
bag with my uniforms and clothes.
When we arrived in New York the next
morning I was clearing customs and
they asked if I had any firearms. I told
them I did. They asked what kind and
I told them a double barrel shotgun.
He looked in my duffel bag and saw
that it was in two pieces and said he
didn’t care about that. They were
only concerned about handguns,
presumably because of the famously
unsuccessful Sullivan’s Law.
What do you think would happen to
someone today on an international
flight that has an undeclared shotgun
in their baggage arriving in New York?
As it turned out it was a good thing
I’d bought this shotgun because Dad
had used my old pump in a trade for
an L. C. Smith and this gun was the
only gun I had to bird hunt with. My
first hunt with it was for quail in south
Texas with Dad and my brothers.
I still remember how I discovered how
far behind the birds I was shooting. I
had missed a bunch. We flushed a
covey along a plowed field fence line.
I shot at a low flying bird and saw the
long shot string hit about 4 feet behind
the fast flying quail. It still took me six
boxes of shells to get my 20 bird limit.

Continues on Page 21

Like It Was
Life teaches us some lessons we never
forget. These are the lessons of hard
knocks.
They usually occur when
one has a really bad day like losing
a member of one’s family or a very
close friend. It could be the person
you have shared many of your life
problems with and now you have no
one to turn to. For my recovery I went
to God, family and close friends. By
consolidating my communications, to
the above, I was able to pick up the
pieces of my life and start healing a
broken heart.
Old Henry is still mending his life
through the above sources.
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I, like most of you, took these
supporting sources for granted until I
really need them to get back my will
to start living again. Once you involve
them, hope will embarrass you.
During my eighty plus years I had many
wonderful family members and friends
and I don’t want to overlook any one
by not naming all but I think my five-star
would be my granddaughter Paige.
After my youngest daughter was killed
in an auto-pedestrian accident Friday,
December 11, 2015, her oldest daughter,
Paige, was living with me at our Lake
Livingston home. Paige was having her
own problems when she lost her Mother.
We found ourselves crying together a lot.
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When Paige was born, Martha and I
raised Paige during her first few years
so there was a lot of bonding. We
loved her and cherished her as our
very own. Paige has turned her life
around after losing her Mother and
has become a joy to me and the rest
of my family. She is now a faithful
source of companionship.
She is
always there to help in everything I
attempt to do. Oh! Yes, she still has
some bad days but we share them
with each other. She smiles, gives me
a hug, tells me she loves me and we
get back on track to living.

Continues on Page 26

Continues from Page 20
I still shoot it today, fifty years later. I
killed the first bird for Gunny Rock with
this gun when he was a pup. Over the
years I’ve shot it enough to have to
have trigger jobs done on both locks.
Originally choked Full and Modified,
years later Briley installed ThinWall
choke tubes for me. It’s a 20 gauge
with 3” chambers and 28” chrome
lined barrels. I can use it for just about
anything.
The only thing I’d like to have changed
on the original order would have been
to have it choked Improved Cylinder
and Skeet if possible. But, as I recall, you
could chose 28” barrels with Full and
Modified or 26” barrels with Modified
and IC. The longer barrels are more to
my liking so that’s what I ordered.
The wood was French walnut and there
were two choices each for the butt
and forearm. One was a pistol grip or
straight grip butt stock and the other
was a splinter or a semi-beavertail
shaped forearm. I chose the straight
grip and the semi-beavertail. The later
gives some protection from hot barrels
and both fit my big hands better.

A Purist would have put the splinter
forearm with the straight stock or
the pistol grip with the semi or full
beavertail…. the theory being that
the hands end up positioned better
that way. Well, maybe for some. This
gun works just fine for me the way it is.
Beauty is as beauty does.

I think, even if I keep at it, I’ll have a hard
time completely wearing it out. I’ll just let
the kids and grandkids and maybe greatgrandkids worry about that.
Dove season will be here before we know
it. See y’all at the range.
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HPROA Benefits

In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired
officers to have the same type of organized representation that
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired
officers an official organization to represent them regarding
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits.
The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization.
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being:
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.
The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from
within its membership and answers only to the membership of
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?
Membership Benefits
I. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension
benefits
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by sponsoring reunions
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception
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IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of
deceased member
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607
E. Whitney.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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A Time to Remember
The Murder of Officer Robert W. Lee - Badge #2296
January 31, 1971
By Nelson Zoch
(This is a reprint of the original article
written in August, 1999)

By Earl D. Musick

Editor’s Note: This article is being
published once more as Officer Bob
Lee’s brother, Retired HPD Officer
Larry G. Lee passed away recently at
the age of 77. Officer Larry Lee was a
rookie policeman that tragic night in
January, 1971. He was in fact working
the night shift at the time of his brother
being shot to death. Officer Larry
Lee went on to serve twenty years
with HPD with the tragic death of his
very close brother ever on his mind.
After his retirement, he went to serve
with the Spring Branch Independent
School District Police Department
for another fourteen years, retiring in
2004. He was instrumental in the care
of their elderly Mother until her death
and is buried at Resthaven Cemetery
near his dear brother.
It began as a typical Saturday night
at the 10:00PM roll call at the Park
Place Police Station. Officer D.W.
(Wayne) Shirley was paired up on this
night with Officer Robert W. (Bob) Lee
on Unit 742, which normally rode far
out the Gulf Freeway in the area of
Almeda Mall. Lee’s regular partner,
Officer Mike Kardatzke, was training a
rookie, J.C. Moseley, and riding Unit
712, which was an East End unit also
out of the Park Place Station.
Officers Lee and Shirley had received
a call to the Pearland PD to pick up
a juvenile prisoner and were enroute
to Central Station when they heard a
call dispatched regarding a Robbery
by Firearms at the Enco Station at the
Gulf Freeway and Wayside.

Officer Lee was driving and had just
passed Wayside. He took the next
exit, Telephone, in order to make a
U-turn back to Wayside. As he did,
Officer Shirley, who was riding in the
back seat (this was prior to Patrol cars
having cages) with the prisoner, saw
a Negro Male suspect inside the Kayo
Station at Telephone and the Gulf
Freeway. This suspect was holding a
gun to the attendant’s head.
Officer Shirley made Officer Lee
aware of this. Lee stopped the Patrol
car and Shirley exited with his AR180
rifle. Lee continued a short distance
past the station and drove into a
driveway that ran behind the Kayo
station. Lee reported their situation
to the Police Dispatcher, exited the
car, and approached the rear of the
station with his weapon drawn. Unit
710, Officers R.W. Carpenter and
C.D. Dearing, having heard the radio
transmissions, had arrived and parked
at the intersection of Telephone and
Cumberland, a block south of the
Freeway. Carpenter was armed with
his .357 Service Revolver while Dearing
was carrying a .30 caliber carbine.
The suspect exited the Kayo station as
Officer Lee was approaching the north
side of the building from the rear. As
Officer Lee was coming forward, one
shot was heard and Officers Shirley,
Carpenter, and Dearing saw Officer
Lee fall. The suspect ran north towards
the Freeway with Officers Shirley,
Carpenter, and Dearing shooting at
him. As the suspect was running up
the grassy slope toward the Freeway,
Officers Kardatzke and Moseley
arrived. They also shot at the suspect,
who eventually fell dead at the center
guardrail of the Gulf Freeway.

An ambulance was summoned for
Officer Lee and he was loaded and
taken to Ben Taub Hospital, where
he was pronounced Dead on Arrival
as the result of a single through and
through gunshot wound with the entry
being to the left side of his head.
The hijacker, 24-year-old T.L. Wilson,
was identified by photos as the
suspect who had robbed the location
of the original call at Wayside and
the Gulf Freeway. T.L. Wilson had no
local record with HPD. However, he
did have an old Texas State Prison
ID number. Recent research into his
background indicated that he was
from Panola County, near Carthage,
Texas, and that he had done time just
prior to this incident for Burglary out
of Panola County. He had also been
handled in that area of the state for
Rape and Indecency with a Child.
Officer Robert Wayne Lee was a
native of Louisiana and graduated
from Opelousas High School in
Opelousas, Louisiana, in 1953. After
attending college for a short time, he
proudly served his country for three
years in the United States Marine
Corps. He was employed in the oil
industry for a number of years, and
in 1968, at nearly 33 years old, joined
the Houston Police Academy. He
graduated on December 14, 1968,
from Class #39. He worked in Radio
Patrol Nights for the entire 25 months
of his career on HPD. He was 35 years
old at the time of his death.

Continues on Page 25
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Continues from Page 24
His younger brother, Larry G. Lee,
had joined Bob on the Houston
Police
Department.
Larry
graduated from Class # 43 and
had been a Police Officer less
than a year when his older brother
was killed in the line of duty. Larry
was on patrol that night, working
out of the Northwest Substation,
and today, in 1999, he has a vivid,
but sad memory of the tragic
sequence of events that followed
the death of his only brother.
His wife, Betty Lee, and two
stepchildren,
Margaret
Dierks
and Jack Dierks survived Officer
Lee. Besides his brother Larry, his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Lee,
Grandmother, Mrs. Elma Dunn,
and three sisters, Joan Kromer,
Carolyn Arnold, and Leticia
Applegate also survived him.
In
2001,
Officer
Larry
Lee
is
employed
as
a
Police
Officer with the Spring Branch
Independent School District. He
has been working with them
since his retirement from HPD in
1990, having worked his entire
career at the Northwest Patrol
Division.
Betty Lee, Mr. Bryan
Lee, and Grandmother
Dunn
are deceased. Officer Bob Lee’s
mother resides in Spring Branch.
His three sisters are still living.

Sister Carolyn has a son, Robert Kit
Arnold, who is the only Lee family
grandson and is a namesake of
Officer Robert W. Lee.
Officer Daryl Wayne Shirley was
later promoted to Detective and
on April 28, 1982, was shot and
killed in the line of duty while
working the Fugitive Detail in the
Burglary and Theft Division. The
death of Officer Shirley will be
covered in a future article. This is
believed to be the only instance
where the riding partner of a
Murdered officer was later also
killed in the line of duty.
Officer
Kardatzke
was
later
promoted to Detective and
worked for 15 years in the
Homicide Division before retiring in
1989. Mike worked for a short time
with the District Attorney’s Office
and is now living in the Livingston
area. His rookie, J.C. Moseley,
also promoted to Detective and
after a lengthy career in the
Major Offenders Division, retired
from HPD and is employed with
the District Attorney’s Office.
Officer Roger Carpenter retired
from the Records Division in
1991 as a Lieutenant. After his
retirement, he went to work for

Officer C.D. Dearing left the
Department
in
1975.
His
whereabouts today are unknown.
This
offense
was
primarily
investigated
by
Homicide
Detectives Max Lankford and Paul
Michna. Max worked in Homicide
for a number of years and after
also serving in the Internal Affairs
and Major Offenders Divisions,
retired in 1984 and has worked
as an Investigator for the D.A.’s
Office ever since. Paul Michna
worked Homicide for only a
short time before transferring to
Auto Theft. He later promoted
to Lieutenant, Captain, and
Deputy Chief before retiring in
1989. Today, he is Police Chief in
Tomball, Texas.
Officer Robert Wayne Lee was a
conscientious, dedicated officer
who, instead on continuing on to
Central with his prisoner, made
a decision to turn around and
investigate a Felony in Progress.
His family has not, nor will they,
forget the loss they suffered. We
should not forget his dedication
to duty as well as the ultimate
sacrifice he made that night in
January, 1971.

Nelson J. Zoch

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this
newspaper. Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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Smart Cities

It’s early, I am driving around running
errands for the boss (my wife Delores)
and I wind up in the second smartest
city in Texas. I recently read an article
concerning the subject.
It states
that of Texas cities 10,000 and above
population, Tomball was second and
here I am driving down 2920 among
all the smart folks. Uh oh. That one
must be new to town. He just cut off
a pickup in the lane ahead without
a sign of warning. The pickup driver
was pretty well nice as he just blew
his horn, hard, and signaled to the
stranger that he was #1 utilizing his
middle finger.

The Retired Badge June - July 2016 Edition

Now back to the matter of being the
smartest city out of 10. The article I
read stated that this was considering
the number of public schools, percent
of adults with at least a high school
education, private schools and
libraries, in that particular city. Well,
ain’t that cute? I guess if we build
more schools and keep our population
down, we might be up there in the
numbers. I noticed Humble, Kerrville,
and Fredericksburg were also in the
top 10.

Now I don’t argue that there are lots
of smart folks in each of the cities
selected, but as I think back to an
area of Houston that we all were
assigned to work at HPD, those folks
were doggoned smart, they had to
be. Shoot, they were still living and
not pushing up daisies. Just consider
folks in the wards, Podunk, McCarty
Drive, Harrisburg, and Telephone
Road. Now those folks had to be night
school graduates to keep breathing.
Anyway, I thought this Smart City
article was cute. Oops. There goes
another stranger. Yep, the effected
other driver signaled he was also #1.
Till next time,
EJ

Continues from Page 21
Since there is always something
needing to be fixed around a lake
house, she is really helpful. She will
see me starting a repair job and here
she comes telling me “Pap-pa, I am
here and I will fix that”. Many of these
jobs she knows nothing about but
that will not stop her. I have put her
on as my apprentice. I tell her how to
fix something and let her do the job.
I am no longer alone. I have a great
helper who shares the work and a big
laugh at my blunder when things I tell
her go wrong. We have learned to
mend our broken hearts as well as
keeping the house in one piece.
A couple of days ago everything went
on the blink. At my age, my hearing
and eyesight are bad, and I even
need help getting up after kneeling,
so those young hands, and a smile,
are always welcomed. My zero turn
mower is still up to its old tricks and I
had sheared one of my sewers 4”
pipes. Needless to say, the pipe lost
the battle. This was no easy fix as it
had broken about two feet under the
ground. Here comes my little helper
with a bunch of tools.

I need to stop calling her ‘little’ as she
is over 6’ tall and outweighs me by 20
pounds. Her Father is 6’4” and weighs
over 200 pounds. Neither of them are
little. She started digging where the
pipe needed to be repaired, then
putting glue on the new pipe, and
before I knew it she was finished.
Next was an electric wiring job on
the sprinkler system.
Here comes
those young eyes and hands to do
the job. First of all, neither she nor I
are electricians and this will tax both
of us to fix an electrical problem. She
started cutting and attaching the
wires to a new plug and then to a
computer monitor. When she looked
over at me I just shook my head and
shoulders and said let’s try. When the
sparks flew so did we. She rewired it
and was ready to try again but this
time she said she was scared and
for me to plug it in. I told her there
was no need in both of us being
electrocuted. It was her wiring so
plug it in. I then told her it would pop
like the first time if it was wrong. She
reluctantly plugged it in again.

This time when the sparks flew we
both managed to jump several feet
further than the first jump. I then told
her I would get someone who knows
the system to repair it. She started
laughing until I told her we had one
more repair job, the bathroom toilet.
She made some funny faces, picked
up the tools and headed into the
house. I told her how to fix it and she
finished the job like a professional.
This is not just any young lady. She
repairs her own set of wheels and knows
how to fix a flat faster than I. Hard work
is not a problem to her. I am very proud
of her and I love her very much. Yes, she
still has her bad days but we share them
and we cry together.
My advice for those who are having
a bad day is don’t try to solve all the
problems by yourself. Use your Faith,
your family and friends and they will help
you mend your broken heart.
No, I will not loan you my Granddaughter,
she has a full time job here.
Till next time,
Henry
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Newspaper Blast from the Past
March 27, 1968: Police Sued Over Alleged Beating
A Houston man today filed a $425,000
federal court suit against five police
officers, Chief Herman Short and Major
Louie Welch, claiming he was beaten
severely by the officers.
Nelson Lee Burnett alleged he was
beaten without cause Nov. 30, 1966, by
officers James Alton Shirley, J. O. Williams,
K. T. DeFoor, J. D. Rollins and A. Belovski.
The incident occurred, Burnett said, at
Bay St. and Eastex Fwy. when “one Clyde
Lamb shot both Burnett and Officer
Edward L. Rich.”
Burnett said the other officers arrived and
“without making inquiry, concluded”
Burnett had done the shooting.
“Without any ceremony,” Officer Shirley
hit Burnett on the head with a stick or
club, Burnett said.

“Without any ceremony,” Officer Shirley
hit Burnett on the head with a stick or
club, Burnett said.

Short said Burnett had been severely
beaten by another person before the
arresting officers arrived on the scene.

Burnett said he was handcuffed and
thrown into a police van, where the
officers “beat him about the neck, face
and head, breaking the bones in his
face, knocking out several of his teeth
and causing serious and permanently
disabling injuries.”

“There had been an officer shot and
a woman involved in the original fight
pointed out this man and said he had
done the shooting, so the officers
tried to arrest him and he resisted, our
investigation showed,” Short said.

Burnett said the alleged beating took
place without any provocation. He said
he was taken to Ben Taub Hospital, where
an officer remained beside his bed for
three days to prevent him from seeing
other persons.

“He (Burnett) came to my office later
and we talked about it and he seemed
perfectly satisfied as to how the arrest
happened,” Short said.

Burnett is seeking $50,000 in punitive
damages from each defendant and
$75,000 in actual damages.

Newspaper Blast from the Past
August 24, 1967: Charge Against Police To Be Probed
A civil rights leader’s complaint of “police
intimidation” will be investigated by
police officials, City Council has decided.

“I was given the ticket only because I was
Lee Otis Johnson and not because I did
anything wrong,” Johnson said.

Lee Otis Johnson, 23, head of the Houston
chapter of the Student Non-Violent
Coordinating Committee told council
Wednesday he was wrongfully stopped
for allegedly running a traffic light and
then held at the scene for two hours early
Sunday in south Houston.

After Johnson asked for a public apology
from police and repairs to the car he
was driving, Councilman Frank Mann
suggested the request be referred to
Hoagy Carmichael (the composer) for a
recommendation.

Two female companions, ages 19 and
24, had guns pointed at their heads
while they were searched, Johnson
complained. About 35 policemen in six
cars participated in issuing him the traffic
citation, he said.

“You mean Stokely Carmichael, don’t
you,” corrected Mayor Louie Welch.
“No, I want it to go to Hoagy Carmichael,”
said Mann.
The matter was eventually referred to
Police Chief Herman Short.

Lurline Hall, 24, one of Johnson’s
companions, had complained that her
purse had been snatched and rifled by
police at the arrest scene.
“I believe that the Bill of Rights forbids
unlawful searches and seizures like this.
Am I right?” she asked.
A long pause
answered.

ensued

as

nobody

Finally Mayor Pro Tem Frank Mancuso
volunteered:
“I think we’d have to refer that question
to the legal department for an answer.”
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Killed in the Line of Duty

June

July

June 19, 1921

Jeter Young

June 26, 1968

Bobby L. James

July 30, 1901

William A. Weiss

June 27, 1921

David D. Murdock

June 17, 1972

David F. Noel

July 30, 1927

Rodney Q. Wells

June 17, 1928

Albert Worth Davis

June 18, 1974

Jerry L. Riley

July 1, 1964		

James F. Willis

June 22, 1929

Oscar E. Hope

June 8, 1978

Timothy L. Hearn

July 13, 1982

James D. Harris

June 30, 1939

George D. Edwards

June 27, 1990

James B. Irby

July 19, 1988

Elston M. Howard

June 6, 1958

Noel R. Miller

June 29, 2008

Gary Gryder

June 30, 1965

Floyd T. Deloach

June 23, 2009

Henry Canales

June 26, 1968

Ben Eddie Gerhart

New Members of HPROA
April and May 2016

APRIL:
Ruben Barrios, John Bertolini, John A. Bogar, John R. Bond,
Robert Bymaster, Steve G. Coupland, William T. Dunn,
David Hallimore, Todd Janke, Belinda LeatherwoodBrown, Herman L. Mar, Alan Monnat, Ernie Payton,
Richard Pederson, and Roy Swainson (15).
Associate member approved:
Lee H. Henkel III, sponsored by Bob Barnard.

MAY:
Daniel R. Cain, Robin Cruser, Teresa Curry, Robert DiMambro,
Carolyn East, Bruce Evans, John Garza, Joe D. Gonzales, R.
Wade Head, Yvonne Henson, Gary R. Hicks, Lisa R. Hinds, Carl
Holman, Charles Hutchinson, James W. Kennedy, Adolph
Morris, Keith Muse, Bobby E. Roberts, Terry Scoggins, Mike
Silman, James S. Siscoe, Darrell Smith, Lance Ucci, Johnnie
Vollert, Essie White, and Terry Wolfe. (26)

Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
Family Assistance Unit:

Burial Fund:

Senior Police Officers Michael Newsome, 713-308-1237 and
Jorge R. Lucero, 713-308-1240.

713-308-1226. Leave message for someone to contact you.

If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center,
713-308-1500.

Retiree Roundup
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RETIRED OFFICERS ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE

Continues from Page 29

FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • DOUG BOSTOCK • RAY SMITH

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance.

APRIL 14, 2016
Ernest Godfrey: (3-4-16 nf) We
visited with Ernie minutes ago by
phone and he stated that he had
completed all of his therapies,
was at home getting around
with a walker and a cane and
successfully getting in and out of
their car. He invites all to continue
to pray for him as he continues to
work toward a full recovery.
Howard White: (3-14-16 nf) We
visited with Howard’s daughter,
Susan, this evening and she
reports that Howard was placed
in hospice last week. This weekend
his breathing became labored
and he is now on oxygen. Howard
suffers from Parkinson’s and his
health has been in decline for
some time.
Please remember
Howard in your daily prayers.
Phil Tippen: (3-14-16 – nf We
visited with Phil this morning as
he was leaving his residence to
visit his neurologist on Holcombe.
Phil has developed tremors and
weakness in his legs to the point
where he can’t walk or use a
walker. His movements are mostly
by wheelchair at this point.
Lift up your prayers for Phil that he
might find relief and recovery.

Charles E. “Chuck” Smith - (3-1416 -Forrest) We called Chuck this
date to see how he was coping
with his health issues. He related
that he had 2 “stents” put in about
2 weeks ago and is going back
to his doctor on March 31 for a
check up on the condition of his
carotid arteries. He is a diabetic
and is giving himself insulin shots
6 times daily. His kidneys are not
working and he is on dialysis 4
times daily at home.
He stated that he has the best
nurse in the world taking care of
him and his medical needs which
is “Dot”, his loving wife. Chuck
states that he has both “good
and bad days” but hopes that
when he goes back to his doctor
on March 31, that IF getting his
carotid arteries cleaned out and
“stented”, that he will feel better.
Chuck and Dot are living in
Bandera, and his “plate is pretty
full” and probably would like
phone calls
from friends. His
phone number is 935-544-6557,
Please keep both Chuck and Dot
in your prayers for healing and
better health

Fred Eicholtz: (4-1-16 nf) Pat
Kainer visited with Fred on 3-3016 who was recovering from hip
replacement surgery on 3-23-16
at the Legend Oaks rehab center
at 21727 Provincial in Katy. Fred
will be there for approximately
17 days. Fred is doing as well as
expected for this type of surgery.
Fred’s direct # is 713-717-1574, he
may be difficult to understand but
he welcomes calls and visitors.
His wife’s # is 713-504-1042. Give
him a call and wish him well and
cheer him up.

DEATHS DURING THE
MONTH OF MARCH, 2016

RICHARD DELANO
(RFETIRED MEMBER)
MARCH 5, 2016
ERNEST G. BERTRAM
(RETIRED MEMBER)
MARCH 5, 2016
WHITLEY L. GOODRUM
(RETIRED)
MARCH 7, 2016
RUBY ADELE SCHULZE KRAUSE
(MOTHER OF RETIRED MEMBER
HAROLD KRAUSE)
MARCH 8, 2016

Continues on Page 30
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WELDEN J. CELESTINE
(SON
OF
RETIRED
MEMBER
JERLEAN CELESTINE)
MARCH 10, 2016
TONYA WILSON VELIZ
(RETIRED MRMBER)
MARCH 10, 2016
JERRY L. WRIGHT
(RETIRED MEMBER)
MARCH 12, 2016
HOWARD M. WHITE
(RETIRED MEMBER)
MARCH 16, 2016
ROLAND E. ENGLISH
(RETIRED MEMBER)
MARCH 16, 2016
WILLIAM ‘BILL’ GOWER
(RETIREE)
MARCH 17, 2016
MARY SULLINS
(SURVIVING SPOUSE OF DECEASED
MEMBER JOE H. SULLINS)
MARCH 18, 2016
RUBY M. STONE
(RETIRED MEMBER)
MARCH 18, 2016
JERRY M. STRAIT
(RETIRED MEMBER)
MARCH 22, 2016
RAYMOND V. GARCIA
(RETIRED MEMBER)
MARCH, 26, 2016
ELLIS J. FREITAG
(RETIRED MEMBER)
MARCH 27, 2016
MARY LOU KLUGE
(SISTER OF WM. “BILL” ELKIN –
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF HPROA
MARCH 30, 2016

YOUR FATHER KNOWS WHAT YOU
NEED BEFORE YOU ASK HIM –
Matthew 6:8 niv
THERE ISN’T A CERTAIN TIME WE
SHOULD SET ASIDE TO TALK WITH
GOD – GOD IS PART OF OUR
EVERY WAKING MOMENT …
Marva Collins
HE IS LIKE A FATHER TO US, TENDER
AND SYMPATHETIC….THE LOVING
KINDNESS OF THE LORD IS FROM
EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING.
– (pslam 103:13, 17 – nlv)

May 12, 2016
Steve Hendricks: (4-13-16 nf)
We visited with Steve by phone
this evening. He is a patient at
Medical Center Methodist having
difficulty breathing. He initially
was admitted to Methodist in
Sugarland and was there for 17
days and released.
He went home for three days
and then went to Med Center
Methodist 13 days ago and they
will do a lung biopsy tomorrow
4-14-16 after other exhaustive
tests.
Steve
had
a
kidney
transplant in 2011 and that
complicates testing for his lung
problem. Remember Steven in
your daily prayers.
Ed Ramsey: (4-13-16 nf) Ed’s son,
Mike, reports that Ed was life
flighted from Clear Lake hospital
to Herman Hospital, Med Center
Sunday.

Ed is awaiting heart surgery to
repair two arteries at the heart
that are at risk of hemorrhaging.
Surgeons must delay surgery until
blood thinners administered by
EMS when transported to Clear
Lake Hospital dissipate. Surgery is
a day to day issue but currently
they are scheduled for Friday,
4-15-16. Lift up your prayers for Ed
that his condition improve and
for successful surgery. (NOTE: ED
PASSED AWAY ON 4-14)
Fred Eicholtz: (4-1-16 nf)
Pat
Kainer visited with Fred on 3-3016 who was recovering from hip
replacement surgery on 3-23-16
at the Legend Oaks rehab center
at 21727 Provincial in Katy. Fred
will be there for approximately17
days. Fred is doing as well as
expected for this type of surgery.
Fred’s direct # is 713-717-1574, he
may be difficult to understand but
he welcomes calls and visitors.
His wife’s # is 713-504-1042.
(4-8-16) · Fred is in rehab @ Legend
Oaks in Katy. He had a complete
hip replacement in March 24th.
He is doing well and wants to get
home. His cell phone number is
713-504-7965 Give him a call and
wish him well and cheer him up.
(4-16-16) Pat Kainer reports that
Fred was released from rehab
this morning and is now at home
where he will receive in-home
therapy as he continues to
improve daily.
He invites your calls on his cell
713-504-7965 or 281-392-7488.
Continue to keep Fred in your
prayers.

Continues on Page 31
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Forrest & Sue Turbeville: (4-2916 nf) Their home took on water
during the recent flood event,
4-6 inches throughout the house.
They did have flood insurance
and adjusters have come out
and ServePro was scheduled to
be out today to begin cleanup.
They are planning to move into
their motor home and could be
there 2-3 months as they tear out
and redo their house. Forrest has
requested that any and all emails
concerning HPROA business be
diverted to my box until he can
resume regular email business
again. You can contact Forrest at
713-319-5466, give him a call and
see if you can give him a hand.
My email address is nfoehner@
att.net.

He also said that he would be
going on dialysis soon. Please lift
up your prayers and to call him
on his cell 713-598-2156

Ismael
“Iffy”
Flores:
(4-24-16
nf)”Iffy” reported to Kainer that he
had recently had 5 strokes and is
currently at home. He will have an
MRI on Thursday, 4-28-16, in hopes
that the doctors can determine
the cause of the strokes.

JOHN W. HAINES
(RETIRED MEMBER)
APRIL 22, 2016

DEATHS DURING THE
MONTH OF APRIL, 2016

EDWARD L. RAMSEY
(RETIRED MEMBER)
APRIL 14, 2016
CECIL “RED” EASLEY
(RETIRED MEMBER)
APRIL 21, 2016

“MAY GOD BE GRACIOUS TO
US AND BLESS US AND MAKE
HIS FACE SHINE UPON US.” Psalm 67:1 (NIV)
EVERY DAY HOLDS THE POSSIBILITY
OF A MIRACLE…anom
THERE IS NO GREATER JOY THAN
TO HEAR THAT MY CHILDREN ARE
WALKING IN THE TRUTH
– (3 john 1:4 – niv)
CALL TO ME AND I WILL ANSWER
YOU AND TELL YOU GREAT AND
UNSEARCHABLE THINGS YOU DO
NOT KNOW, Jeremiah 33;3

LARRY GENE LEE
(RETIRED MEMBER)
APRIL 22, 2016

ERNEST W. KIRSCHKE
(RETIRED MEMBER)
APRIL 26, 2016

PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters,
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Our Committee Members are:
Forest Turbeville		 281.356.8800

Ron Headley

Nelson Foehner		

281.351.4669

Doug Bostock		

Ray Smith 			

281.731.1588

		

713.253.5749
281.890.7610
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WE REMEMBER

IN MEMORIUM
WITH PRIDE

JUNE

JULY

6, 1995
8, 2004
10, 2001
11, 1998
14, 1999
16, 1994
17, 1985
17, 2005
19, 2004
19, 2005
21, 1999
21, 2003
21, 2005
21, 2005
23, 1993
24, 2006
26, 1987
28, 2001
29, 1995
29, 2003
30, 2000

R.O. (Lippy) Biggs
A.H. (Herman) Perkins
R.C. Hermann
George Harmon
A.L. Hudman
R.T. Hill
Rodney G. McKeehan
Edward L. Kennedy
John H. Olszewski
Alonzo J. Crow
Lawrence W. Henning
Edgar Zayne Crawford
Luther W. Domain
Walter B. Mathews
John A. Long
Doyal LeCour
Marion G. Reese
Johnnie V. Green
J.D. (Don) Belcher
C.R. Dietz
H.D. Edwards

3, 1991
3, 2000
5, 2001
6, 1999
7, 1999
9, 1986
11, 2001
11, 2004
12, 2006
13, 2001
14, 2004
16, 2004
19, 2006
20, 1999
20, 2001
21, 1981
24, 2004
25, 1991
25, 1998
26, 2002
28, 2003
29, 2004

John M. Donovan
J.H. Allen
W.A. (Tommy) Thomason
Lyndon (Lynn) D. Hunt
Thomas V. Ontiveros
Kenneth D. Porter
W.H. (Bill) Gaines
Raymond Prazak
George H. Larue
Robert D. Harris, Sr.
David H. Hadley
Vernon H. Maness
Alvin G. Christal
Lloyd Rivers
Lee R. Jaster
Thomas E. Grubbs
Walter Truitt Bolin
Glen W. Ewton, Jr.
L.W. (Larry) Moore
R.J. (Dick) Matthias, Jr.
Charles B. Wiener
Herman L. Stephens

MEASURING FINANCIAL

STRENGTH

There are several factors that measure successful financial strength
and, Houston Police FCU has all of them. With over $611 million in
assets and 25,000 member strong, we are a major financial institution offering one of the most attractive service packages available.
Here are some of the awards we received in 2015:
• Top 200 Healthiest Credit Unions Award
-Deposits Online, LLC

• Largest Houston-Area Credit Union Ranked by Total Assets as of
June 30, 2015
-Houston Business Journal

• Top 10 Local Bank and Credit Union Savings Rates Ranked by
Primary Share Savings Account Rate
-GOBankingRates

Our success is due to our member support and our philosophy of
“people helping people”. Thank you, our members, for making us
one of the strongest financial institutions in the area.

Check to see if you or a family member is eligible for
membership at hpfcu.org and join today!

Main Office • 1600 Memorial Drive • Houston, TX 77007
Travis Office • 1200 Travis Street • 20th Floor • Houston, TX 77002
Willowbrook Office • 17314 State Highway 249 • Suite 107 • Houston, TX 77064

713.986.0200 • 800.927.8707
Federally insured by NCUA.

