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Crockett Reunion 
It is time again for our annual East Texas Reunion in Crockett, 
Texas. It will be held on Saturday June 27, 2015 starting at 
10:00 am, coffee and donuts should be ready by 9:30 am. As 
in the years past it will be held in the Crockett Civic Center 
located on the east side of the 304 Loop. We will again have 
a delicious Bar-B-Q lunch, with all the fixin’s, catered by the 
“Moosehead Café” of Crockett. We will again have our silent 
auction, which benefits the Family Assistance Committee of 
your HPROA. The auction will again feature diamond jewelry, 
craft items, treasures and unique items donated by our 
members and others. If you have any items to donate to the 
silent auction please bring them with you to the reunion.  
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I ask that my volunteers be there Friday around 2:00pm to 
set up the auction tables.  I will also ask my usual women 
volunteers to help Vickie Rayne during the auction.   

Don’t forget to call an old partner or friend that might need 
a ride up there and also involve other family members 
besides your spouse/significant other and let them see 
how much fun old retirees have visiting old friends and 
making new ones!  We will have door prizes and Bill Elkin 
will update us on Pension matters that are occurring in 
the 2015 Legislation Session in Austin.

Phyliss Wunsche
May 1, 2015

2015 Surviving Spouses Luncheon Sponsors
The HPROA on Tuesday, March 31, 2015 hosted the annual 
Surviving Spouses Luncheon at the beautiful Houston 
Racquet Club.  We were thrilled to have 116 honored guests.  
We want to express our appreciation to our sponsors for their 
generosity and support. 

Houston Racquet Club, 10709 Memorial Drive, Houston, TX  
77024, 713-464-4811 

Bob and Ruth Landauer – Sponsors. This is the second year in 
a row they have sponsored us at the Houston Racquet Club. 
They truly are a dynamite couple with huge hearts.   

Christina Wissner, Catering Manager and Staff.  Everyone 
made us feel special and they worked very hard to make 
our event perfect.  Greg, our maître d’, was definitely 
multi-tasking and the way he stayed on top of things was 
amazing.  Our salad was crisp, our meal was fork tender and 
our dessert was scrumptious. 

Entertainment - Jerry and Merry Music, 3415 Greenlake Drive,  
Spring, TX  77388. 281-355-6551, 281-799-9299, 713-502-9872 
www.jerryandmerrymusic.com    jerryandmerrymusic@att.net 

Jerry and Merry Burgess made a return engagement and 
provided the fun factor.  They are wonderful entertainers and 
gifted musicians.  There was definitely some clapping, cheering, 
singing and dancing in the aisles going on.  Thanks to our two 
Silent Benefactors and Alan Helfman for the gift of music. 

Friends of HPROA-We have a great group of friends who are 
always willing to give from the heart to make the luncheon 
special.  They came through in a big way and made the 
tables look so festive.  The generosity of Dorothy & Jim Ashby, 
M.D. Beale, C.W. Berryman, W.W. Bollier, C.H. Brenham, D.A. 
Edwards, R.C. Gardner, Alan Helfman, J.T. Koteras, Rosalie & 
Matt Potell, Dorothy & E.J. Smith, and J.E. Williams helped with 
providing our beautiful table arrangements along with the 
taffy in organza bags. 

Saturday, June 27, 2015

Continues on Page 5
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BILL ELKIN

Bill Elkin, Executive Director

I have some GOOD NEWS and some BAD 
NEWS for you readers of The Retired Badge 
!  First, the good news.  At the writing of 
this article, May 16, 2015, there is only 2 
weeks left in the current Session of the 
Texas Legislature.  June 1, 2015, is the last 
Constitutional day of the regular session 
for the Texas Legislature.  At midnight on 
Monday, June 1st, the legislature can no 
longer conduct any business, and must 
declare “Sine Die,” which means last day.

Further good news is that, for the most 
part, pension legislation that would 
dramatically effect the three Houston 
pension systems, i.e. HPOPS, Firefighters 
and Municipal pensions, is dead, but 
not totally buried.  The reason I say “not 
totally buried, is that IF the author of one 
of the “bad” pension bills can find any 
piece of legislation that is moving, and 
is germane to the issue in question, they 
might be able to resurrect their bill by the 
amendment process.  Possible, but not 
very likely at this time.  Still “good news.”

Representative Jim Murphy’s HB 2608 
died in the Pensions Committee.  On 
the night his bill was heard for public 
testimony, there were 104 persons who 
signed  up against this awful piece of 
legislation.  There were only 6 or 7 people 
signed up and testified for the bill, one 
being Councilman Stephen  Costello, 
who is a candidate for Houston Mayor. 
Others were people who represented The 
Greater Houston Partnership, the Laura 
and John Arnold Foundation, and other 
ultra conservative libertarian types.  Ray 
Hunt, HPOU President gave oral testimony, 
taking Stephen Costello to task, pointing 
out that he was running as a candidate 
for mayor. I followed Ray Hunt, and in my 
testimony I pointed out that HPOPS has 
a Meet and Confer Agreement with the 
city, and has used the meet and confer 
process at least 5 times in negotiations 
with the city on pension issues. Much to 
my surprise, the City Manager for the City 
of Fort Worth testified against Murphy’s 
bill, since they were in some negotiations 
with their police and fire employees.  

The results of such a great number of 
persons against the bill, the Chairman, 
Dan Flynn, would not let the bill pass 
out of committee.  A fitting death for a 
bad piece of legislation.

Rumor has it that Representative 
Murphy went to Chairman Flynn 
and asked him to release the  bill 
so that he could amend the bill 
and put a population cap in it and 
make it only affective for Houston.  
Obviously the Chairman turned a 
deaf ear to the request.

Another bill I mention in my last 
article, HB 2955, by Representative 
Stephanie Klick of Fort Worth, 
never got a hearing the Pensions 
Committee   I can only suppose that 
the Chairman, due to the opposition 
against Murphy’s bill, felt that a 
hearing on her bill would be fruitless.

Senator Paul Bettencourt’s  Senate Bill 
1994 has been stalled in the Senate.  
It was very similar that Murphy’s bill.  
Benttencourt’s bill was a reversal to his 
prior to election statements that he did 
not intend to introduce any pension 
legislation.  Was he only telling a half-
truth at the time?  Or, was it a ploy in 
order to  avoid criticisms from police 
and fired groups?

A bill of concern to active police and  
fire groups is SB 1968, by Senator Joan 
Huffman.  This is a union busting bill 
that would stop payroll deductions 
for any union or association group 
by a governmental entity, i.e., a city 
or county government.  This was the 
same type of legislation that the NFIB 
(National Federation of Independent 
Businesses) asked Representative Gary 
Elkins  to introduce, which he did under 
HB 1749.. However, when he learned 
that police and fire groups were 
against the bill because it would affect 
their ability for payroll deductions, he 
did not ask for a hearing on the bill.

More Good news ! Our bill, HB 1417 by 
Representative Gary Elkins, to further 
clarify language in the Government 
Code, Section 614, and make it 
consistent to the Occupations Code, 
Section 1701, regarding replacing a 
lost or stolen ID Card, passed out of the 
House and went to the Senate Criminal 
Justice Committee.  I testified at the 
public hearing for the bill and it passed 
out of committee and sent to the Local 
and Uncontested Calendar.  It will 
pass out of the Senate the following 
week and go to the Governor’s Office, 
hopefully for his signature.
 
Now, the bad news.  Senator Joan 
Huffman has advised that next 
upcoming Legislative Session it may 
be more difficult for Defined Pension 
benefit proponents.  She said that there 
may be an interim study on pensions 
by both the House and Senate.  And, 
we can expect more legislation to 
make changes from defined benefit 
to defined contribution plans.  Bad 
news, but no more than what we 
already expected.
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A Message from Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

At the beginning of my article in the 
last edition of “The Retired Badge”, 
I stated how ready I was for the wet, 
rainy, overcast and cloudy weather 
to be over with. Two months later, as I 
am now writing an article for the next 
edition of “The Retired Badge”, I am 
still waiting for the wet, rainy, overcast 
and cloudy weather to be over with! 
Will we ever get sunshine again?

The first half of 2015 has been a 
busy time for your HPROA and its 
members. During February and 
March we had our annual Houston 
Reunion and our Surviving Spouse 
Luncheon. After a pause in April we 
had two functions in May. The first 
was The Police Memorial reception 
on May 8, 2015. Your HPROA sponsors 
this reception along with the HPOU 
and the Honor Guard. HPROA board 
members Nelson Zoch and Sue 
Gaines along with HPROA members 
Stefanie Leonard, Barbara Cotten, 
Mary Sue Zoch, and Dee Leal all 
helped to make it an enjoyable and 
memorable occasion for the families 
and friends of the HPD Officers who 
were killed in the line of duty. 

Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

The Retired Badge June - July 2015 Edition

Each year, at the Police Memorial 
reception, I am humbled and moved 
by the “Wall of Honor”, compiled and 
built by Sue, Stefanie and Nelson.  It 
contains the pictures, names, dates 
and causes of death for each officer 
killed in the line of duty. The week 
after the memorial reception your 
HPROA was invited to participate 
in the reception for “wounded 
warriors” at Bush Airport. Each year 
the MOMS organization sponsors a 
fishing weekend for wounded military 
personnel on the lower Texas coast. This 
year approximately 500 soldiers, sailors 
and marines flew into Bush airport 
and were greeted and cheered by 
several hundred Houstonians including 
about 25 HPROA members. The Airport 
Division of HPD supplied free parking, 
free breakfast and free transportation 
for all law enforcement and active 
military who were invited to attend. As 
the wounded warriors passed through 
a double receiving line and received 
cheers, thanks and handshakes you 
could see the surprise, appreciation 
and pride on their faces. They knew 
Houston cared!!  It made us all feel 
good about being Americans.

On Saturday June 27, 2015 we will have 
our annual “East Texas Reunion” in 
Crockett, Texas. Crockett is where the 
HPROA got started in 1994. A group of 
HPD retirees sitting around a camp fire, 
in an RV park, decided to quit talking 
about an organization to represent HPD 
retirees and to start one. Your HPROA is 
the result of that decision. We are now in 
our 21st year of representing the needs 
of retired HPD officers.

In last month’s article I told about the 
growth of our membership to over 1,600 
members. Due to the efforts of our 
membership chairman, Roy McDonald, 
we had another good increase during 
April. During the HPOPS Retiree Seminar, 
in April, I got permission for the HPROA 
to set up a recruiting table in the lobby. 

Roy came up with the idea of bringing 
his laptop and using it to let new 
members pay for their membership 
dues, PAC contribution and TMPA 
firearms insurance on-line, from the 
lobby, using their credit cards. That 
was so popular he had a line of retirees 
waiting to join. During that seminar we 
signed up 20 new members. Thank 
you Roy McDonald! 

Lastly, I want to inform you about a 
special individual, who I am proud to say, 
submitted an application to become an 
Associate Member of your HPROA.  At 
our March meeting U.S. Representative 
Ted Poe was our guest speaker. He said 
he felt right at home around so many 
ex-officers that he worked with as an 
Assistant D.A. and a District Judge. He 
walked around the room talking and 
shaking hands with many old friends 
talking about old cases and events. He 
asked questions of us and we asked 
questions of him.  PAC Chairman, 
Bob Barnard, who was responsible for 
getting Representative Poe to attend 
our meeting, also asked him if he would 
be interested in becoming an Associate 
Member of the HPROA. Representative 
Poe not only said yes, he filled out the 
application and paid his dues before 
he left. He went through the same 
membership approval process as any 
other applicant and we gave final 
approval to his application at our May 
board meeting. He also got one of our 
HPROA logo shirts that he said he will 
wear while in Washington D.C. He was 
impressed enough by our organization 
to join it. We must be doing things right. 

Your HPROA is a family of volunteers 
who work to keep our retired police 
family informed and together. We will 
continue to look out for our retirement 
benefits, get needed information 
out to you as quickly as possible and 
try to have some fun while we do it.  
Come and join us.

Steve
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During a brief respite from my duties and 
responsibilities as assigned by my boss, 
Delores, of fifty-nine years, the phone 
rang.  I was out in the garage and with 
the wind, traffic, and barking dogs, I could 
only understand what sounded like Doug 
Hudson with a mouthful of hamburger.  
It was not so.  I retreated to the house 
phone and while the outside noise was 
no longer a problem, the verbiage was 
still somewhat strange.

Then, I finally realized I had a Cajun on 
the other end.  It was Jerry Quebedeaux.  
Jerry and Herb Armand were classmates 
at the Houston Police Academy.  

Jerry was so impressed with Sergeant 
Julius Knigge he volunteered for three-
wheelers and after several years, felt the 
home fires calling him back to Louisiana. 
Jerry returned to his home country and 
gumbo and rice and okra to join the 
Louisiana Highway Patrol.

He then became educated.  Now a Cajun 
with higher forms of education can be 
dangerous, but Jerry parlayed it to become 
second in command of the Louisiana 
Highway Patrol.  That is big crawfish back 
there.  He has since retired from the State 
Police but as so many of us have done, 
he went to work for a local Sheriff’s Office.  
Jerry is happy in his position, but admits 
missing HPD and the experience here.  

Jerry had read the recent Retired Badge 
story of Lester Juneau, my stepfather, 
and noted that Lester was from his area 
of Louisiana.  He decided to call and 
I am glad he did.  I invited him to join 
us at our HPROA meetings anytime.  He 
accepted and said he looks forward to 
seeing old friends.

Just remember, he is 100% Cajun and 
speaks in a foreign tongue so Bobby 
Lott, Floyd Daigle, or Herb Armand will 
need to translate.

Till next time,
E.J.

HPD Back Then
By E.J. Smith

Address Change
Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in 
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary 
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise 
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve 
you if we know where you are. 

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 2288, Houston, TX 77252-2288.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252. 
Email: www.hpdretired.com
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All very good things must come to an 
end.  Dot and Chuck Smith have been 
faithfully contributing their experiences 
to the Retired Badge since the very 
early existence of this publication.  
Many have enjoyed hearing Dot 
describe the tales and ordeals, some 
very humorous, but all interesting, of 
their travels, especially of Chuck’s 
numerous mishaps along the way.  

Of course, Chuck’s stories about his 
neighbors in Crockett, Leroy and 
Clyde, were enjoyable reading for 
many.  Chuck said he would find 
their counterparts in Bandera and 
I thought he would as he seems to 
be attracted to characters such as 
those.  However, time did not permit 
that to happen.

City of Houston Human Resources
Insurance Department Contact Numbers

HPROA Board Member Steve Toth has provided the below contact numbers for HPROA members who might have questions 
regarding their health insurance.

It is sad for me to write these words, but 
Chuck has serious health issues to deal with 
and of course, Dot’s main concern now is 
to be there for Chuck. They have opted to 
not write anymore-see their final articles in 
this issue.  Dot is there for Chuck and we, the 
HPROA, need to be there for both of them.

Dot and Chuck, our prayers are with you 
and your family.

Contact Phone Numbers for Retirees (Benefits)

A-F  Maribel Gomez   832.393.6101
G-M Alicia Solis    832.393.6102
N-Z Kemp Lenued   832.393.6103
Front Desk:     832.393.6100
Email Address: retireebenefits@cityofhouston.gov

Dental through City of Houston 
Dwayne Cook    832.393.6157  

CIGNA at City of Houston

A-F  LaKeith Johnson   832.393.6192
G-L Maria Rodriguez   832.393.6193
M-R Ivan Flake    832.393.6191
S-Z JoAnn Tillman   832.393.6194

Life Insurance
Tashell Smith     832.393.6114 

Out and About & 
Tales from the Piney Woods (Hill Country)

Continues from Page 1

HPD Chaplain and Honor Guard-
Sergeant J.R. Armstrong, Officers R.S. 
Blake, J.E.I. Brodie, R.A. Gonzales, D.C. 
Hammons, and S. Irwin performed our 
opening ceremonies and are wonderful 
ambassadors of our department.  
Melissa Saldivar Hamilton sang our 
national anthem.  Chaplain Monty 
Montgomery gave the invocation.

HPD Quilt –Vickie and Steve Rayne. 
This duo continues to create amazing, 
permanent tributes to the fallen. 

Unfortunately our 2015 winner, Patricia 
N. Williams, was unable to be with 
us.  Her exquisite quilt will be taken 
to her new home in Arkansas by 
relatives.   Tammie Felchak-Oatis was 
overwhelmed as being the winner of 
the 2016 quilt.  

Houston Police Officers’ Union – 
Ray Hunt, President, Houston Police 
Officers’ Union, presented us with an 
unexpected and greatly appreciated 
surprise; a $250 donation. 

Kroger Gift Card-Heather Ablin, 
Consumer Affairs Specialist, The Kroger 
Co. 6160 Hwy 6 North,  Houston, TX  
77084  832-244-1112 

Irene Mouser was the lucky recipient of 
the $100 gift card donated by Kroger. 
Luncheon Favors – HPROA.  This year 
the Luncheon Favors were white 
handkerchiefs embroidered with a 
blue badge along with button and 
miniature shirt roses bouquets.  

Continues on Page 9
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There are numerous interesting paths 
that have led individuals to a career in 
law enforcement, and specifically, to 
the Houston Police Department.  This is 
one of those stories.

There was a young lady born in Duluth, 
Minnesota, in October, 1930.  This young 
lady, Bonnie, grew up in a small rural 
community named Aitken, where her 
Dad was the area’s bread distributor.  
Bonnie and her sister Jeanine assisted 
their Dad on some of his route deliveries 
prior to going to school on many cold, 
snowy, and freezing mornings.

Bonnie played basketball for the high 
school girl’s team and was also a 
drum majorette in the band.  After 
graduating at the young age of 
seventeen, Bonnie had no immediate 
or urgent plans for her future.  However, 
she learned that her grandmother, who 
had been visiting from Houston, Texas, 
was returning to her home and Bonnie 
decided on the spur of the moment to 
accompany her grandmother on the 
drive to Texas.  While she had never 
been to Texas before, she had always 
wanted to go and was not about to 
pass up this chance.  She did have one 
concern about Texas and that was 
would she be able to walk around all 
of the rattlesnakes she had heard so 
much about.  While this decision to go 
to Houston was a spur of the moment 
one, it turned out to be a life-changing 
experience that to this day this young 
lady did not ever regret.

Upon arriving in Houston, Bonnie learned 
that the rattlesnakes were not the big 
problem she thought they would be.  She 
moved in with her grandmother at 3312 
Morrison Street, just off Houston Avenue 
near White Oak Drive.  Of course, now 
she needed employment and an uncle 
suggested that she might apply with the 
City of Houston. 

She asked how she would be able 
to learn about the job and was told 
by the Chief to read books about 
Policing and she would be given a test 
in three months.  While the Houston 
Police Academy existed at this time, 
women were not allowed to attend 
this training.  Female Officers were a 
new and unproven thought, actually 
an almost unheard of idea in Houston, 
Texas at the time.

She was also then told to report to 
the Juvenile Division commanded by 
Captain R.L. Horton, who assigned 
her to the 4pm-12pm shift under 
Lieutenant Earl Kirkland and Sergeant 
R.O. Biggs. (Author notes here that 
the R.O. Biggs some of us knew was 
a Homicide Detective and I am not 
sure if this is the same man as the 
Sergeant-Detective ranks were not 
interchangeable at that time).

After reporting, she was assigned 
general office duties and also, in quiet 
moments, began reading the various 
Police books that were scattered 
around the Division. 

This would be around 1948 or so.  
Her uncle introduced her to the Civil 
Service Director, Mr. Roy Floyd.  Bonnie 
took a typing test which she nervously 
failed and was then referred to the 
Municipal Courts Ticket Division.  
There she was given an assignment 
by a Mr. Mitchell, who was the Chief 
Clerk of the Courts.

This rather daunting assignment was 
to file, in a proper order, a very large 
number of parking tickets which had 
been just accumulated in a box with 
no order whatsoever.  After evaluating 
this quagmire, Bonnie decided to file 
the tickets by the Texas license plate 
numbers.  This took several months 
to complete and after doing so, the 
task could then begin to research 
who of the citizens of Houston had 
not paid their tickets.

Bonnie then continued working in the 
Municipal Courts Division for the next 
five years, working at the Cashier’s 
window and collecting fines.  
Apparently, the job she was doing 
was exceptional and Houston Police 
Inspector Foy  Melton approached 
Bonnie after hearing of her abilities.  
She was asked if she would like to 
become a Police Officer.  She was 
not sure at first, but of learning that 
her salary would be $300.00 a month, 
she began to seriously consider this 
offer.  Her first thoughts were of what 
she would be required to do and 
also, how would she spend that much 
money which was nearly double the 
amount she had been earning.

She was asked to report to Assistant 
Chief of Police George L. Seber.  
The Chief questioned Bonnie as 
to whether she really wanted to 
be a Police Officer.  She asked 
questions regarding the duties she 
would be expected to perform 
and she eventually agreed to go 
forth with the process.  

Continues on Page 7

Bonnie
By Nelson Zoch
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Bonnie read and studied these books 
extensively in her off-duty time and 
about three months later, she was 
told to report to City Hall and take the 
Civil Service test.  She did so and upon 
passing, she reported to the office of 
Chief of Police L.D. Morrison.  The Chief 
was away at a meeting and the Chief’s 
Secretary, who had been authorized by 
the Chief to do so, swore Bonny in as 
a Houston Police Officer.  And, then as 
they say, the rest is history.

Bonnyiewas assigned Detective Badge 
#368 and then sent to the Police Property 
Room where an unclaimed revolver 
from a gambling raid was provided for 
her, a .32 caliber revolver.  At the time, 
women were not allowed at the Police 
Academy so Bonny had to learn how to 
handle the weapon on her own.

At the time of all this, 1953, Bonny 
had become married and eventually 
became the Mother of four children, two 
daughters and two sons.  Her married 
name was Raney.  Bonnie joined Police 
Officer Lanny Dixon (later Stephenson) in 
the Juvenile Division.  Shortly thereafter, 
Margie Duty joined them in the Division 
followed in 1955 by Josefina (Jo) 
Bankston, Mercedes (Mercy) Halvorson 
Singleton, Emily Rimmer (Vasquez) and 
Jean Smith, Velia (Belle) Ortega, Jimmy 
Schultea Wootten, and Ruby Stone.  It 
should be noted that most of these 
young ladies excelled in their duties and 
a number of them became wives of 
Houston Police Officers.

The initial assignments for Bonny were 
unusual, to say the least.  Based in the 
Juvenile Division was the Dance Hall 
Detail, which closely worked with the 
Texas Liquor Control Board.  Their duties 
were to enforce liquor violations, 
check all dance halls and beer 
joints for any juveniles being served.  
Some of the Officers she worked with 
were Forrest Turbeville, O.D. Patrick, 
Ned Newman, Charley Cone, C.P. 
Anderson, and Bob Brumley.

There were several fights and resisting 
arrests that occurred and Bonnie strongly 
suspected that some of these incidents 
were staged or set up in order for them 
to see how the females would react “in 
the heat of battle”.

Searching female prisoners was 
a common assignment for these 
female Officers and Bonnie and 
others routinely assisted Vice Division 
personnel such as Chester Massey 
and Dave Hadley in that effort. Bonnie 
and Lanny Dixon were at one time 
assigned to dress in swim suits and 
participate in a diving exercise at the 
Shamrock Hotel, which was brand new 
on the South Main horizon.  Bonny was 
actually the one that was exposed 
to a very unusual diving training 
experiment to recover stolen property 
from the hotel’s swimming pool.  While 
Lanny did not go in the water, Bonnie 
did with much trepidation.  She was 
very scared, but followed the orders of 
then Lieutenant Earl Maughmer and 
his brother, Officer Lynn Maughmer.  
Needless to say, after this assignment, 
neither Bonnie nor Lanny applied for 
the newly formed Diving Team.  It 
should be noted here that with the 
exception of Bonny, Forrest Turbeville, 
Jo Bankston, and Jimmie Wootten, all 
are deceased here in 2015.

With all of the difficult assignments 
Bonny had experienced, her career 
took a toll on her marriage.  She was 
one of only several of the above named 
Police Women who were not married to 
Officers.  She became divorced and in 
1973, Bonnie married HPD Officer James 
(Jim) Montero.  By prayer and very good 
fortune, they remain married to this day 
and Jim was of tremendous assistance in 
raising Bonnie’s (now their) four children 
and six grandchildren.

Bonnie’s dedication to duty and her work 
ethic continued to follow her career. 

This brought about assignments in 
the Community Service Division, 
Crime Analysis Division, the Extra Job 
Employment Division, Vice Division, 
Crime Stoppers, in several Assistant 
Chief’s Offices, and then her last 
assignment prior to retirement, the 
Homicide Division.  In most of these 
assignments, Bonnie’s job was to 
set up crime analysis programs for 
those divisions by which repeat 
offenders could be identified and 
more easily tracked.

Being a dedicated and conscientious 
Officer sometimes becomes a thankless 
job.  However, Bonnie’s attention to 
duty and work ethic brought her to the 
attention of superior Officers.  In 1980, 
Officer Bonnie Montero was recognized 
by the prestigious 100 Club of Houston in 
the Investigative Category for the work 
she completed in the Vice Division.  She 
was also awarded for the 1984 Women 
in Non-Traditional Occupations Award 
by the Crimes Stoppers of Houston 
program.  The inner workings of the 
Houston Crime Stoppers program were 
explained in detail by Officer Bonnie 
Montero to a visitor from England’s 
Scotland Yard, which was later utilized 
in their country.

As noted earlier, Bonnie’s last HPD 
assignment was to form a Crime Analysis 
program in the Homicide Division, where 
now Sergeant Jim Montero had been 
assigned since the late 1970’s when he 
was recruited by Captain Bobby Adams 
to assist in leading the much-needed 
Chicano Squad.  Captain Adams 
asked Bonnie to transfer to Homicide to 
assist Sergeant Paul Motard and Crime 
Analysis Specialist Debbie McMenemy 
in that effort.  Bonnie readily agreed to 
that new assignment and she and her 
two co-workers were very successful in 
that effort.  Bonnie and Jim both retired 
from HPD in the spring of 1989, Bonny 
with over thirty-five years and Jim with 
over thirty-two.

Continues from Page 6

Continues on Page 9
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4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801 
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Now, in 2015, Bonnie and Jim live in the 
country between Tomball and Magnolia 
and are both enjoying their retirements 
even though Jim, in retirement, worked 
both in private investigations as well as 
serving for many years as a Trustee of the 
Houston Police Officers Pension System.  
Bonnie truly enjoyed a tremendous 
amount of job satisfactions during her 
many years of service to trace and track 
down criminals and their crime patterns.

Bonnie and Jim’s children are:
Michele (Shelly) Raney (Richards-
Scheibe), who became a Houston 
Police Officer and retired as a Sergeant-
Detective, having worked in Traffic, 
Juvenile, Jail, Patrol, Narcotics, Homicide, 
and the Inspector General’s Division.  She 
served HPD for over thirty years and now 
has a Private Investigations Company.

Matt R. Raney retired after twenty plus 
years as a Houston Fire-Fighter Paramedic.  
He is now self-employed and has a nursery 
and lawn maintenance company.

Janice C. Raney (Orlando-Landry), 
who also became a Houston Police 
Officer, retired after thirty plus years as 
a Sergeant.  Janice served in Patrol, 
Narcotics, and Vice Divisions.  She is 
now an investigator for the Harris County 
District Attorney’s Office.

Patrick B. Raney is employed as a 
Supervisor for a Worldwide Gas Exploration 
Company and resides here in Houston.

Shelly, Matt, Janice, and Patrick are all 
related to Sergeant Brian Raney, their 
great-grandfather, who retired from HPD 
with thirty-six years of service.   They are 
also related to HPD Officer Ira Raney, who 
was murdered in THE LINE OF DUTY  in the 
1917 Camp Logan riots.  

It is interesting to note that the trails 
blazed in the 1950-1960 era by Bonny 
and the other female Officers cleared 
the way in many regards for Shelly and 
Jan in their HPD careers.

And, ever more so now for one of 
Shelly’s daughters, Elizabeth Scheibe.  
On Wednesday night, April 29, 2015, 
Elizabeth graduated from the Houston 
Police Academy Class #221.  Bonnie 
had earlier in her career been assigned 
Police Badge #1968 at which time the 
Detective Badge #368 was turned in to 
the Department.  #1968 had never been 
re-issued after Bonnie’s retirement and 
today, Officer Elizabeth Scheibe proudly 
wears her Grandmother’s badge, #1968.
  
Elizabeth Scheibe is one of three 
daughters of Shelly and her husband, 
Retired HPD Lieutenant Gary Scheibe.  
The other two daughters are Jessica 
Scheibe and Bonny Richards.  Jan 
Hawk is the Mother of two sons, Travis 
and Cody Orlando and Patrick is the 
Father of Roman Raney.

The Raney family legend lives on within 
the Houston Police Departmen,t thanks 
to Bonnie Hobbins Raney Montero and 
her husband, James (Jim) Montero.

Continues from Page 7

Many, many thanks to the following for all 
their considerations and talents. 

Bouquets:  Jackie Lee    Jj Alterations, 
8739 Katy Freeway, Houston,TX  77024-
713-465-3838.  Jackie used buttons 
off the police shirts to make some of 
the flowers and then made miniature 
roses from the shirts, combining them 
for the sweetest bouquets. 

Embroidery:  Karen Call,Thread & 
Needle Creations, 911 9th Street, 
Marble Falls, TX  78654     830-693-9807.   
Karen used to live in Pasadena and was 
more than happy to help create the 
embroidered badges on the hankies 
and gave us a GREAT price. 

Handkerchiefs:  Bob Pekarik, giftwagon.
com, 1704 Seamist Drive #430, Houston, 
TX  77008     832-453-3663. 

Continues from Page 5

We took a leap of faith, sent an 
e-mail and Bob rewarded us with a 
wonderful product, the white hankies 
with the scalloped edges.  

Luncheon Name Tags – Dorothy and 
Jim Ashby. Another year, another 
unique name tag. 

Luncheon Photos – Wayne Wendel. Have 
camera, will travel.
 
F/11 Photography  , 18307 Long Key 
Drive, Cypress, TX  77433. 281-213-4151 
waynewendel@yahoo.com. 
ht tp://b i rdshooter. smugmug.com. 
Wayne is always eager and willing to step 
up and make our memories in print.  Any 
photo can be downloaded by clicking on 
the down arrow in the lower right corner 
of the photo.   

Table Arrangements, Brenda Rodriguez, 
The Orchid Florist,11548 NW Freeway  
Houston, TX  77092     713-812-1807 

Seventeen of our youngest honorees took 
home the prettiest spring flower table 
arrangements.  The Orchid Florist has 
always made our tables look beautiful.  

Our Luncheon Committee, Cathy 
Buckles, Barbara Cotten, Gail Erickson, 
Terry Gallemore, Sue Gaines, Dee Leal 
and Phyllis Wunsche made this event look 
effortless, but as you can see from all the 
above names it took a village.  

If any of our sponsors or friends merit 
your praise, please take a moment and 
let them know what a great job they 
did and how much fun they provided. 
Thank you again for making the 2015 
Surviving Spouses Luncheon at the 
Houston Racquet Club such a delightful 
celebration of love.    

Stefanie Leonard, 
Luncheon Committee 
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Whatever Happened to HPD Academy 
Class #6
The graduation photo of Class #6 shows 
thirty-five young Officers along with five 
officials.  Those five were Chief of Police 
L.D. Morrison Sr. and four Civil Service 
Commission members-Director R. Floyd 
and Commission members D. Laufman, 
B. Stamps, and R. Bush.

Of the number of Officers shown in 
the graduation photo, it is reasonably 
certain that at least twenty-one of those 
served long enough on HPD to qualify 
for an HPOPS pension.  Additionally, 
one member of Class #6, Officer Fred 
Maddox, was shot and KILLED IN THE LINE 
OF DUTY on February 24, 1954.

The remaining twenty-one were (dates 
of death in parentheses):  Theo Austin 
(2008), Robert (Rowdy) Dowdy, Marvin 
Ellison (2012), Raymond Goodkouski 
(1978), George Harman (1998), James 
Jong (1992), Fritz Keilers (1991), George 
(Lash) Larue (2006) , Alfred (Lightning) 
Lewis, Richard Lineberger (2011), Tipton 
McLeod (1998), William Millican, Forrest 
Perry (1999), Charles Peterson (April, 2015), 
Sanford Price (2014), Richard Roch (1962), 
John D. Smith (1972), Saul Taylor (1999), 
Boyd Terral (1976), Forrest Turbeville, and 
Ignacio Zamarron (1988). There is some 
confusion here in that two members who 
were not in the photo, Richard Roch and 
Boyd Terral, were listed in HPOPS records.  
Also, in the photo, there were two 
Officers listed as C.R. Peterson.  I have no 
explanation for that unless Roch or Terral 
were misnamed on the photo. (20)

Of the above, all are deceased in April, 
2015 except Dowdy, Lewis, Millican, and 
Turbeville. (4)

The graduating cadets who did not 
complete an HPD career for one reason 
or another were:  B.L. Simms, B.J. Stevens, 
D.T. Norris, G.E. Seals, J.E. Allen, A.W. Bass, 
R.C. Crone, F.T. Burgess, T.J. Foster, C.M. 
Dunnawae, R.A. Shoquist, J.J. Jones, and 
W.T. Ferrell. (13)

It is interesting to note that on that 
tragic day on Laura Koppe when 
Officer Maddox was murdered, his 
Academy classmate Bill Millican was 
visiting relatives several blocks away.  
He heard the gunfire and retrieved 
from the trunk of his vehicle a shotgun.  
He ran to the scene and handed the 
shotgun to Officer Jim Tucker, who then 
shot at the crook as he was reloading 
his weapon.  The crook was wounded 
and then captured.  HPD Officer Martell 
Moon was shot in that same incident, 
but fortunately survived.  

Other connections with this class to 
notable incidents are that I. Zamarron’s 
only son, HPD Officer J.A. Zamarron,  
was struck by a vehicle while directing 
traffic and KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY 
in 1981.  Also, the son-in-law of A.B. 
Lewis, HPD Officer Gary Gryder, was 
also struck by a vehicle while working 
a traffic job and KILLED IN THE LINE OF 
DUTY in 2007. 

Additionally, Forrest Perry was shot and 
critically wounded during a shoot-
out with hijackers who unfortunately 
attempted to rob the Club 66 on 
Crosstimbers during an employee 
Christmas party in December, 1972. 

A number of off-duty armed Officers 
were present for the party as they 
worked this club as a regular extra job.  If 
memory serves me correctly as I assisted 
in that investigation, Officer F.Q.Perry was 
shot multiple wounds in that incident.  
Fortunately, he survived but I recall there 
were some tense moments that night 
over his condition.  

In a separate incident, Officer Saul Taylor 
was charged with Murder in the shooting 
death of a brother over a civil matter in 
1980 or 1981. 

As noted in previous stories on these old 
classes, the list may not be totally inclusive 
as some members may have opted to not 
have their name listed in HPOPS records.
In 2015, Rowdy Dowdy resides in Fairfield, 
Texas:  Lightning Lewis lives the Cypress, 
Texas area:    Millican also resides in the 
Cypress area and last but certainly not 
least, Forrest Turbeville lives near Magnolia, 
Texas and at the age of nearly eighty-
eight, remains very active with HPROA  
serving for many years as Chairman of 
the HPROA Family Assistance Committee.

Nelson Zoch
April 23, 2015

February 10, 1951

Academy Class Histories
This series has generated quite a bit of interest to date.  Therefore, in order to get to more classes quicker, I will attempt to 
write two of these stories for each issue, providing there is adequate room to publish.  To that end, a DEATH IN THE LINE OF 
DUTY story will not run in every issue unless there is space to do so OR unless I receive a special request for a repeat story.



This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper. 
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.

Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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HPROA Event Calender:
June, July, August 2015

Thursday, June 4, 2015
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, June 11, 2015
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, June 11, 2015
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2015, ANNUAL EAST TEXAS-
CROCKETT REUNION IN CROCKETT, TEXAS.  SEE 
ARTICLE BY PHYLISS WUNSCHE IN THIS ISSUE FOR 
DETAILS.  COME ONE, COME ALL.

NO JULY 2015 HPOU General Membership Meeting.

Thursday, July 9, 2015
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, July 9, 2015
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting 

Thursday, August 6,  2015
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, August 13, 2015
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, August 13, 2015
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

NOTE:  THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2015, IS THE HPROA’S 
ANNUAL ELECTION DAY COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH 
FOLLOWING THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING.  
DETAILS AND MENU TO FOLLOW AT A LATER DATE.

The Retired Badge June - July 2015 Edition

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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As Houston police officers we 
policed what  is currently the 
Nation’s fourth largest city in 
population and the second largest 
city by area.  We were charged with 
keeping the citizens safe from the 
criminal element, who victimized 
our society.  In order to accomplish 
this mission, it was important 
for us to work together.  When 
thinking about some of the major 
cases, I remember several of the 
outstanding police officers I worked 
with on some of those major cases. 

During my career, I was constantly 
documenting my investigations in 
offense reports and supplements.  
Some of the reports I kept in hopes 
of one day writing a book.  Now, 
I wish I had kept a copy of all my 
police reports and supplements.  In 
sharing with our readers a little bit 
about some of Houston’s infamous 
crimes and criminals those old 
police reports and supplements 
provide valuable information.  

Recently retired police officer 
Robert “Bob” L. Reid provided 
me with some files he kept on 
an infamous criminal he arrested 
named Michael Ashley Nycum.  
While reading the report it made 
me aware of the many police 
officers who came together in 
bringing this career criminal to 
justice.  It provided me with the 
names of many outstanding 
officers who worked together 
in the successful investigation.  
Henry Ford once said; “Coming 
together is a beginning; keeping 
together is progress; working 
together is success.”

Continues on Page 13

The Department As I Remember It
“Working Together”

By Earl D. Musick

One of Nycum’s criminal investigations 
involved a police robbery occurring 
in West University Place, an exclusive 
neighborhood surrounded by the 
Houston city limits.  This exclusive 
community incorporated forming their 
own municipality and they had their 
own police force, which allows greater 
police visibility in their neighborhood.  
Even though the residents had a 
sense of greater  security, their police 
department depended on working with 
our Department for success.

On November 7, 1980, West University 
Place Police Officer M. J. Stanich 
received a call to check for an armed 
robbery that had just occurred at 3323 
Georgetown, the private residence of 
Vincent Vallone. He was the owner of 
Vallone and Associates, the largest solely 
owned commercial real estate agency 
in Houston.  His family was very influential 
in West University Place and Houston.  
Needless to say several West University 
Place police officers responded to this 
call and they called on our Department 
to work with them on their investigation.

At the Vallone home, Officer Larry 
McDougall processed the robbery 
scene and took photos.  Detective V. A. 
Ruitmaln also came to the scene and 
conducted the follow-up investigation.  
In his investigation, Detective Ruitmain 
sought assistance from the Special 
Crimes Bureau of the Harris County 
District Attorney’s Office where, I was 
assigned.

On the day of the robbery, Mr. Vallone’s 
house keeper Hattie Jones was alone 
at the residence when she received a 
call at around noon from an unknown 
caller wanting to verify the address for 
a delivery.  Approximately an hour after 
this call, a male showed up at the front 
door with a white box, which he claimed 
was to be delivered to the residence.  
Ms. Jones attempted to take the box, but 
the male told her it was too heavy and 
he needed to bring it inside for her.  Ms. 
Jones allowed him to bring the box into 
the residence and he placed it behind 
the front door.

After putting the package down, the 
male pulled out a small blue steel 
revolver and put the gun to Ms. Jones’ 
head and forced her into the kitchen 
area.  The terrified victim was then 
bound to a chair with heavy white nylon 
cord and the gunman inquired if anyone 
else was in the house.  Ms. Jones told the 
robber she was alone.  While Ms. Jones 
was bound to the chair, the suspect 
ransacked the house and left with a 
large amount of jewelry, the silverware 
and other property.

The property taken in this aggravated 
robbery matched Nycum’s modus 
operandi, but the physical description 
of the gunman did not match Nycum.  
Nycum was known to have set up other 
similar robberies in the past involving 
large amounts of jewelry. 
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Continues from Page 12

He was also a prime suspect in 
burglaries where silverware and 
jewelry was taken.  It wasn’t long 
before Burglary and Theft Detective 
Daryl Wayne Shirley began 
receiving information regarding 
Nycum’s possible involvement.  

Wayne had already initiated an 
investigation on Nycum under 
incident number 13632580, and 
obtained a warrant for a tracking 
device to follow him and his partner 
in crime John Anthony Pacamo.  
Wayne Shirley and Officer Danny 
Wendt had spent several days with 
other patrol officers following this 
pair.  Because of their Burglary & 
Theft investigation, Pacamo was in 
custody and Nycum was wanted 
and charged in four residential 
burglary cases, where jewelry and 
silverware was taken.  Nycum now 
had a new running mate and this 
new partner fit the description 
of the gunman involved in the 
Vallone residence robbery.

With warrants for his arrest, there 
were many Houston police officers 
looking for Nycum.  Eddie Fowler 
and other helicopter officers 
had spent many hours tracking 
Nycum and building intelligence 
on his associates and hangouts.  
Almost everyone in the Burglary 
& Theft Division were familiar with 
Nycum, including detectives J. C. 
Davis and Billy M. Sims, who had 
helped build the cases Nycum was 
charged in.  Sergeant J. W. Collins 
along with several officers riding 
out of the Beechnut Substation 
were also very familiar with 
Nycum.  Two officers, Robert “Bob” 
L. Reid and Mark R. Clark had an 
informant who was providing daily 
information regarding this fugitive 
and his activity.

On November 10, 1980, Bob’s 
confidential informant told him 
Nycum was on his way to 7818 
Tierwester, to buy Dilaudid. 

The informant cautioned that he 
believed Nycum was armed with 
a pistol and described the vehicle 
he was driving as a blue 1980 
Mercury XR-7.  After receiving this 
information, Officer Reid contacted 
Sergeant Collins and started putting 
together a posse.  

Sergeant Collins along with Sergeant 
M. D. Jennings started toward the 
general area of 7800 Tierwester, 
along with Officers L. A. Washington, 
D. D. Slaughter and B. T. Surginer.  All 
these units including Bob Reid and 
Mark Clark were in marked units.  
Sergeant Collins was the first unit to 
arrive in the area and he spotted 
the suspect vehicle, with two white 
males inside, driving through the 
Tierwester Village Apartments.

The suspects parked the vehicle and 
got out and raised the hood as if 
to work on the vehicle.  Other units 
were getting close and Sergeant 
Collins decided to wait for their 
arrival in case the suspects should 
run.  Sergeant Collins broadcast the 
suspects’ descriptions and waited 
for the additional units.  When Officer 
Washington arrived they went back 
into the apartment unit to see if both 
men were still at the car.

The hood was still raised, but neither 
of the suspects were anywhere 
around the vehicle.  Officers S. R, 
Andrews and G. R. Sweeten were in 
an unmarked car proceeding to this 
location and a perimeter around the 
apartments was established.  Units 
maintained surveillance attempting 
to determine the suspects’ locations.  
As Officers Slaughter and Surginer 
were approaching the location, 
they observed the second suspect 
walking, attempting to leave the 
area and he was taken into custody 
without incident.  This arrested suspect 
was Herbert Milton Hammond III and 
he did match the description of the 
gunman who was wanted in the 
Vallone residence robbery.

With the perimeter sealed and 
additional units on the scene, they 
determined Nycum was in the 
suspected drug dealer’s apartment.  
As the arrest team stationed 
themselves by the front door of 
this apartment, they heard Nycum 
talking on the telephone inside.  
He was taken into custody without 
incident and the vehicle; he was 
seen driving, was inventoried and 
driven to the station by Mark Clark. 
I was notified of Nycum’s arrest and 
I met Bob and Mark in the Burglary 
and Theft Division.

While inventorying the vehicle Officer 
Andrews found a blue steel revolver 
that matched the description of the 
gun used in the Vallone robbery.  It 
was under the passenger seat where 
Hammond had been sitting earlier.  
Officer Sweeten found narcotics 
and paraphernalia in the trunk of 
the car.  All the contraband and 
evidence was turned over to Bob, 
who tagged it in the property room 
and the crime lab.

Continues on Page 14
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Hammond verbally confessed to 
the robbery and was identified 
by Ms. Jones.  Nycum was not 
charged in the robbery since he 
had four burglary charges and 
no witnesses could place him at 
the scene of the robbery.  The 
gun found in the vehicle was 
identified as the weapon used 
in the robbery and its ownership 
was traced.  Information from 
this gun trace played a later 
role in the investigation of Judge 
Wood’s murder in San Antonio, 
Texas, but that’s a different story.    

After Nycum’s arrest, Post 
reporter Mary Flood, in her 
newspaper article, described 
Nycum as a premier residence 
burglar.  Her headline read; “Top 
cat burglar in county using more 
than 9 lives”  Houston Post Section 
D November 30, 1980.  She 
wrote about all his many arrests 
and convictions for residential 
burglaries. He had previously 
been in and out of custody so 
many times it was no wonder that 
Mary Flood described Nycum as 
using more than nine lives during 
his criminal escapades.

Because Officer Reid kept 
copies of his investigative report, 
we are able to see some of 
the many police officers who 
were ultimately involved in this 
one arrest.  It took many hours 
of investigation and countless 
officers working together to take 
two dangerous criminals off the 
streets of our city.  

Continues from Page 13

Wayne went through the 
academy with me and was 
always a hard working police 
officer, who loved what he was 
doing.  On the day he was 
murdered he was alone trying 
to arrest a very dangerous 
criminal.  You can read about 
the details of his murder and the 
investigation in “Fallen Heroes 
of the Bayou City” by Nelson 
J. Zoch pp190-192.  Wayne will 
always be remembered,

One last quote comes to mind 
regarding working together: 
“Individually, we are one drop. 
Together, we are an ocean.”  
-Ryunosuke Satoro  

There is strength in numbers and 
our political wellbeing depends 
on us remaining together after 
retirement in the Houston Police 
Retired Officers Association.

Hopefully you have enjoyed 
reading about an arrest many 
years ago.  If you were involved 
in the arrest or investigation of 
Nycum and were not mentioned 
it is because I do not have all the 
police reports and my memory is 
not as good as it used to be.  

Again, thanks to Bob Reid for 
providing a copy of his report as 
source material for yet another 
story from the Department as I 
remember it.

There were so many dedicated 
police officers who worked on this 
infamous career criminal during 
his many years of criminal activity.  
Detective Daryl Wayne Shirley was 
one of those dedicated officers.  

On April 28, 1982, Detective Shirley 
made the ultimate sacrifice for a 
job he loved.  While trying to arrest 
Arthur Lee Williams, a fugitive from 
Minnesota, Detective Shirley was 
brutally murdered.  Later, many 
officers working together arrested 
and put together a strong case 
against Williams.  He was convicted 
of murdering Detective Shirley and 
received the death sentence.  
Williams is currently on death row 
and he is the State’s longest-
serving condemned inmate.

RetiRedBadge
THE

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

With Honor We Served . . . With Pride We Remember

See us online at 
www.hpdretired.com
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Well I finally got to feeling like 
writing again.. a little advice 
learned the hard way “ Take care 
of your kidneys!”. Life gets a little 
complicated when they die on 
you.  But things are working out 
thanks to my Nurse, Caregiver, 
Lover, and drill Sgt, Dot...A line in 
an old C&W song keeps coming to 
mind “Your’ the reason I’m Living”. 
Anyway enough of all this.

I haven’t been getting around 
much so I don’t have “Stories” to 
tell this time.  I did check on LeRoy 
& Clyde however . Clyde, who is 
about 80 now and is still working. 
LeRoy is still just being LeRoy. They 
took his matches away from him 
so he has not burned anything 
down, as far as I can tell. I call and 
talk to Tut Rich and Jack Guy every 
so often just to check on them.

I still love living in the Hill Country 
and believe it or not, so does Dot. 

We won’t be traveling like we had 
planned but we’ve done our share 
already.  We have some really good 
friends here in the Park and we all 
look out for each other. Jack & Linda 
Guy and D.A. & Darlene Bolton are 
coming up next week for a few days 
and it sure will be good to see them.

We plan on making the Fredericksburg 
Reunion if all goes well and hope to 
see you there....

God Bless and Stay Safe,          
Chuck

Odds and Ends from the Hill Country

By Chuck Smith

One Last Time

Out and About with Dot
Many years ago Leroy Zoch called 
me asking me to write an article 
for the then new Retired Badge. 
I told him I knew nothing about 
writing but he said he wanted me 
to write about our travels in our 
R.V. So I ,told him I would bite the 
bullet and give it a try.

Hello everyone. I’m sitting here in 
Bandera looking out the window 
at a very cloudy and gloomy day. 
We are supposed to get rain today. 
It poured yesterday; as a matter 
of fact it has rained a bunch since 
the beginning of winter. It’s been 
a long time since the Hill Country 
has seen so much rain.

As most of you know, we have 
not been able to travel as we 
had planned when we moved up 
here in our 5th-wheel. But that’s 
OK with me. We have seen a lot 
of the country over the years and 
we have a lot of friends here in 
the park we visit with.

Also, Rick and Sara Vandel came 
up and spent some time here. 
D.A. and Darlene Bolton have 
been up here a couple of times 
and are coming back in the next 
couple of weeks. Can’t wait to 
see them. I think Jack and Linda 
Guy are bringing their trailer up 
here for a visit.

Our son and daughter-in-law 
(Bobby and Paige) have come 
to visit a couple of weekends 
and the last time they came they 
brought their Dad a golf cart to 
use around the park.

Chuck has gotten several calls 
from old friends he worked with 
and he has really enjoyed that. I 
stay in touch with Barbara Cotten 
and Vernetta Walker. We either 
talk on the phone or e-mail. 
Chuck talks pretty regular with Tut 
Rich, Jack Guy, D.A. Bolton and 
Rick Vandel.

I really don’t have any news any 
more but I wanted to write this to 
say it will be my last article and 
wanted to tell everyone how 
much fun it has been all these 
years but most of all, THANK YOU 
to those who always made me 
feel like I put a smile on your face. 
It has been a great pleasure to 
be a part of the Retired Badge 
all these years.

Thank you Nelson, for being so 
patient with me.

Just know that Chuck and I 
think about you all a lot and 
hopefully we will see most of you 
in Fredericksburg in October.

God Bless and Love to all,
Dot
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

Star * Dot * Star Computer Consulting
(In business since 1992)

Computer Repairs, Malware and Virus removal
Networking and Printer install, Data Recovery and more!

Ed Cuccia
713.974.0074

edcuccia@star-dot-star.biz
www.star-dot-star.biz

HPD RETIRED Class of 78       Don’t trust your computer to a stranger!

Memorial Oaks Cemetery PlotsMemorial Oaks Cemetery Plots
FOR SALE AT A DISCOUNTED PRICE TO A POLICEMAN OR 
FIREMAN:  Five cemetery lots in Memorial Oaks Cemetery 
on I-10 West.  Lots are worth $8,000 each, were purchased 
years ago for $500.  Would sell for $800.00 each, one or 
more.  Contact Sally Dagna, 206-200-6097.

One cemetery plot in Memorial Oaks Cemetery on 1-10 
west/Eldridge.  Two burials are allowed in this plot.  Lots 
are worth $8,000.  Would sell for $3,500.  
Contact Doug Bostock, 281-890-7610.

JULY
2nd,   Nancy Chrisman
2, 1990 Carole and Ed Swannie
2, 1997 Ruth and Chester Massey
3, 1981 Dorothy and Charles Niemeier
6, 1989 Sharlot and Richard Summer
8, 1968 Malcolm (Smoky) and Carol Windham
10, 1976 Kay and Ed Aldridge
10, 1955 Jack and Linda Guy
10, 1967 John and Barbara Harlan
11, 1949 Virginia and Harry Hall
17, 1989 D.I. and Janet Elaine Baker
19th,  Candice Guzman Wade
21st,  Joyce L. Hadley
22nd,  Janet Elaine Baker
22nd,  Bobby Foster
26, 1953 Nell and Morris Shofner
26th,  Elizabeth Parker
28, 1959 Walton N. and Betty Sue Miller

1, 1947 Jim Gratz
1st,  Albert Nichols
2, 1983 Mary and George Summer
2nd,  Jeri Nickerson
3, 1955 Richard and Delia Delano
4, 1928 James Calvin Doyal
7th,  Bill (Willie) Osborn
12, 1949 Doug G. Bell
13th,  Sue Turbeville
14th,  James S. Coley
15th,  Mike W. Waltmon
17th,  Margery Doetterl
20, 1927 Forrest Turbeville
21, 1939 John T. Gonzales 
25th,  Mary and Bill Osborn
25, 1982 Candice and Edwin Wade
29th,  Martha and John Sweatt
30, 1924 Harry Hall
31, 1946 Roger A. Burkhalter

JUNE
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Houston Police Academy Class 
#7 graduated on October 12, 
1951.  From the photo of this 
class, there were thirty-three 
new Officers trained and ready 
to “hit the streets”.

From the records of HPOPS, it 
appears that twenty-three of 
those Officers earned a pension.  
Again, some may have opted 
not to list their name in HPOPS 
records but this information 
may be as close as possible to 
being correct after this lengthy 
period of time. One of these 
graduates was Officer Bobby L. 
James, who was KILLED IN THE 
LINE OF DUTY on June 26, 1968, 
while involved in a high-speed 
chase after the suspect who 
had just earlier shot and killed 
HPD Officer Ben Gerhart.

Those who did begin a career 
but did not complete it with HPD 
were:  W. McVicar, C.C. Bower,  J.T. 
Conley, C.R. Attaway. B.F. Wyly, 
V. Deffenbaugh, T.C. Pickens. L. 
Jones, E.E. Williams, F.C. McGee, 
and R.G. Reyes.  W.O. Frederick 
is listed in the photo but HPOPS 
does not list him. 

For the most part, it is unknown 
why or when these Officers left 
HPD.  However, from personal 
knowledge and a friendship with 
Tom C. Pickens, it is known that 
he left HPD just prior to being 
promoted to Sergeant to accept 
the position of Chief of Police in 
one of the Villages in the Memorial 
area.  He remained there for many 
years and completed his long 
and distinguished career in law 
enforcement as a Major with the 
Harris County Sheriff’s Department.

Those who completed their 
careers with HPD were, with date 
of death in parenthesis:  Leo 
Bean (1991), James O. Brannon 
(2010), Alonzo J. Crow (2005), 
Joseph Davis (1991), Bobbie 
Edwards (1998), Bobby James 
(KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY, 
1968), Clarence Kindall (1981), 
Walter Matthews (2005), Martell 
Moon (1999), Joe Navarro (1979), 
Ned Newman (2013), Paul Nix 
(2006), James Peacock (1998), 
Carl Price (1983), Rufus Ramirez 
(1962), Lawrence Recane (1992), 
Billie Smith (1982), Lily (Lanny) 
Dixon Stephenson (2005), James 
Sudsberry (1997), Edward Thomas 
(1983), George Walker (2006), 
and William Weaver (1992).

A notable incident involving 
one of the members of this class 
occurred on February 24, 1954.  
Officer Martell Moon was riding 
with Officer Fred Maddox on the 
evening shift when they became 
involved in a shooting with a hi-
jacker on Laura Koppe.  Officer 
Maddox was killed and Officer 
Moon was shot and wounded.  
He survived and continued a long 
career, passing away in 1999.  
Officer Moon was the Father 
of Mrs. Delores Smith, spouse of 
Retired HPD Lieutenant E.J. Smith.

The only Officer known to be 
still living is Jerrel A. (JAP) Price, 
who was the brother of Carl 
Price in this same class.  See 
the story about the three Price 
brothers from Lovelady, Texas 
that was published in the last 
issue of this paper.  JAP is ninety 
years of age and resides near 
Montgomery, Texas.

Nelson J. Zoch
May 7, 2015

By Nelson Zoch

Whatever Happened to HPD Academy 
Class #7

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper. 
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.

Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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Police Week Reception
On Friday, May 8, 2015, the annual HPD 
Police Week Ceremony  was held at the 
Houston Police Memorial on Memorial 
Drive.  This ceremony honors the one 
hundred and twelve Houston Police 
Officers who lost their lives IN THE LINE 
OF DUTY in the years 1860-2011 and is 
attended by both Police and City officials.

In conjunction with that ceremony, the 
Houston Police Officers Union, the Houston 
Police Retired Officers Association, and 
the HPD Honor Guard jointly sponsor each 
year a reception at the HPOU building 
for the families of those HPD Officers 
who lost their lives.  The families (and 
known friends) are invited each year to 
the reception, which begins prior to the 
Memorial ceremony.  At a designated 
time, invitees either walk to the Memorial 
or are transported by Metro buses to the 
Memorial and then later, returned to 
the HPOU building.  HPD and the Honor 
Guard arrange for this transportation, 
which is very much appreciated by the 
attendees.  Light foods, snacks, and drinks 
are provided for the quests both before 
and after the ceremony.

The attendance by the families of these 
slain Officers this year was the largest ever 
since this reception began six or seven 
years ago.  Usually, there are anywhere 
from ten to twelve families represented in 
some manner at the reception.  However, 
this year some twenty-one families were 
represented by either family or friends, or in 
several instances, by both.  Also, this year, 
for the first time, the opportunity for a family 
photo was provided to the attending family 
members.  This offer was strictly represented 
as being voluntary.  Most of the families 
accepted this offer.  HPROA member Retired 
Senior Police Officer Steve Benavides 
graciously volunteered his photography 
skills for this effort as did HPOU member and 
active Officer Gary Hicks. See elsewhere in 
this issue for some of those photos.

The families represented on that date were:  
Francis Eddie Wright, Ben Eddie Gerhart, Jose 
Zamarron, David Huerta, Kathleen Schaefer, 
Henry Canales, James Boswell, Alberto 
Vasquez, Kevin Will, Michael Roman, Charles 
Clark, Bruno Soboleski, Louis Lyndon Sander, 
Eydelman Mani, Johnny Bamsch, Edwin 
Meinecke, George Rojas, Winston Rawlins, 
Tony Trinh, Jim Kilty, and Gary Gryder.

President Alan Helfman

Call President Alan Helfman

Participation in hosting the 
reception were Stefanie Leonard, 
Barbara Cotton, Dee and Ernest 
Leal, Nelson and Mary Sue Zoch.  
Also attending from HPROA 
were President Steve Rayne and 
Executive Director Bill Elkin.  Providing 
excellent participation from the 
HPOU were of course President Ray 
Hunt and Director Tim Whitaker.  
Lisa Marino, Office Administrative 
Assistant for HPOU, ordered the 
food and drinks, assisted with the 
hall decorations and had earlier 
assisted Sue Gaines and Nelson 
Zoch with the invitations.  Lolita, a 
friend of HPOU, and her daughter, 
an HPD Officer, were responsible for 
seeing that the food and beverage 
tables were well stocked.  

This reception was deemed a huge 
success and the HPOU, the HPROA, and 
the HPD Honor Guard look forward to 
hosting this event in 2016.

Nelson Zoch
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In 1954, thirty seven young men 
were eager to make a difference 
for the citizens of Houston, Texas by 
becoming an addition to those few 
proud officers wearing a blue police 
uniform. These men were in their 
twenty’s and thirties and looking 
forward to establishing their police 
careers. The Police Academy at 61 
Riesner had taught them ever facet 
of becoming one of Houston’s finest 
and now they were ready to make a 
difference for a safer Houston. Class 
11 received their Commencement in 
the City Auditorium at 8pm on July 
19, 1954. Mayor Roy Hofheinz and 
Chief L.D. Morrison Sr. did the badge 
and Oath presentations.

Interesting in the fifties was the fact 
we had few special support units so 
these new officers had to be able to 
start and take an investigation like they 
might have to finish it. Yes, there were 
detectives and most of time they were 
pulling all they could handle and it was 
important for the field units to do as 
much of the work as they could before 
bringing on a detective to the crime 
scene. Most of the new police officers 
were placed in Radio Patrol. Some went 
into traffic and a few were assigned to 
a walking beat and working downtown 
intersections during rush hours. 

These later assignments were not my 
ideal of excitement. I, like most of the 
others, were looking for a challenge to 
make our mark in our new careers. To 
me and most of the new officers, Radio 
Patrol was the place to be where things 
were always happening.

The first few months were a surprise to me. 
Everything seemed routine riding, with a 
seasoned officer who had been on the 
force for a couple of years.

It seemed the seasoned officer 
could read your mind. He would tell 
you” I know you are bored but you 
have to stay on your toes for when 
all hell pops loose and you will have 
to be ready”. I said to myself, oh 
sure, but I found out later he was 
right. The old salt said when the 
weather was warm, a full moon and 
a pay day, get ready, you are fixing 
to have a full night. I was ready for 
that kind of a night. Well, several full 
moons and warm nights and I still 
did not have a night to brag about. 
I was writing a few traffic tickets, 
checking buildings and interviewing 
a few people on the street. 

Finally I was riding with somewhat 
a regular partner, Joe Lowery, on 
unit 192. This district is located in 
the South East part of Houston 
from downtown out to Old Spanish 
Trail, which was the city limits then. 
It wasn’t a full moon night when I 
learned what all hell nights were 
like. There were no breaks and you 
were so tired when you finished 
your shift you had to use both 
hands to find your rear end. Unit 192 
was more a support unit for units 
102, 182 and 194. None of us got a 
break on this night. The night was 
mostly dispatched calls for service. I 
found it hard to believe we had this 
many people in our districts but no 
exciting calls. We were finally able 
to call out to eat at 4:30 A.M. Now 
you would think all the drunks would 
be home. A female walked up to 
us and said “a gentlemen removes 
their hats in the presence of a 
lady”.  Joe made my day saying I 
“will keep that in mind when one 
comes in”.  She was drunk but knew 
enough to go sit down.

Several nights later we got into 
another one of those busy nights, 
this one had some excitement.

A good old fashioned family 
disturbance where we had to fight 
with her and him and put both in jail. 
Most of you know how those go. You 
try to settle them down and get out 
of there without a fight. Not ours, both 
had warrants and she had more than 
the husband.  So, a trip to Riesner 
Street. As we returned to service the 
dispatcher gave us a shooting in the 
Heights. I asked the dispatcher if he 
wanted us, unit 192, to go that far out 
of our district. I had made a mistake. 
The dispatcher told me to look at my 
badge and it will say City of Houston. 
Clear, we are on the way. We did not 
finish the shooting call till 9AM. We also 
had traffic court that same morning. 
We got home after 1PM. There was no 
court pay in 1954. If you could beat 
someone else to the Sergeant at the 
next nights roll call you might get off 
early, but your partner will hate you.

Joe and I rode together for over a year 
and he was a good partner. He was 
young like me and was not scared of 
anything or anybody. He was a little 
short but was all muscle. I never had to 
worry about my back as I was covered. 
This means a lot to regular partners. As 
most of you know, we spent more time 
with our partners than with our wives, 
so it was important to have a trusting 
relationship and know what to expect 
of your partner.

I don’t think any of us will ever abandon 
that old Blue Religion.  “I got your 
back”. It’s something that transpires 
into each of us as we are working a law 
enforcement career with a partner you 
have learned to respect and trust with 
your life and them with yours. It is never 
easy to let them go and most of us will 
never truly let them go. I try always to let 
these new people, in uniform, know they 
are important to me and wish them well.

GOD BLESS
Henry Pressley    

Like It Was
By Henry Pressley
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Many years back I remember sitting in 
my duck blind during a cold drizzling 
rain and marveling at the unabashed 
joy of my lab, Malcolm.  Here was a dog 
that back home would run into his dog 
house at the very first rain drop.  Now he 
was reveling in this drizzling, nasty mist 
and busting as hard as he could into 
the ice cold water to retrieve downed 
birds, having the time of his life.

Truth be told we both were having 
a grand old time.  By this time I had 
learned to dress for the weather.  With 
the right clothes you can be pretty 
comfortable even in a cold rain.  A 
good pair of insulated waders and a 
good waterproof parka will keep you 
toasty warm and dry.  I had learned 
the hard way to spend as much or 
more on the right clothes as I did on my 
guns and ammo.

By this stage of my life I was very adept 
at being miserable thanks to having 
had a good deal of experience with 
that aspect of life thanks to having 
had hard jobs in the great outdoors 
when I really couldn’t afford decent 
cold/wet weather gear and thanks to 
the U. S. military who always seemed 
to have the gear somewhere – but 
never where I was - so was rarely 
issued any of it.  You learned to get 
your own and keep it with you if you 
didn’t want to be without.

So I need absolutely no practice at 
being miserable.  I’m so good at it 
that I can be miserable at the drop 
of a hat and I do my dead level best 
to avoid it if at all possible.  I can do 
“miserable” if I really have to, but it’s 
definitely not my thing.

When I was a small boy of about seven or so 
I remember one late afternoon in particular.  

A gaggle of geese and some ducks had 
decided to land in the huge rice field 
across the road from our house.  I wanted to 
go with Dad and Uncle Henry so they said 
“Okay”.  Foolish me.  It was cold, wet and 
nasty but I did have a pair of rubber boots 
so thought I was “good to go”.

The geese were something over a half 
mile out in the rice field and the field 
went on for another half mile past them.  
It wasn’t long until I realized I’d made an 
error in judgment about this trip.

The rice furrows were exactly too wide 
for my little short legs to make the step 
easily.  The rubber boots sunk and stuck 
in the mud at every step greatly slowing 
me down.  Dad and Uncle Henry didn’t 
wait.  They steadily pulled ahead 
leaving me behind.

I struggled as long as I could but I 
didn’t make it to the birds with them.  
Dad never told me to keep up or 
fussed at me but I finally told him I 
was going back to the house.  I could 
see the house from where we were 
but it seemed about three times as 
far going back.

My jacket and cap were soggy wet.  
Each step was an effort - up and 
down across the furrows pulling my 
boots out of the mud and taking the 
next step.  I fell down more than once.  

I was one give-out but very glad little 
boy when I finally struggled up onto 
the back porch.  Mother made me 
take my muddy wet things off and 
leave them out there.  She was about 
half mad at Dad, fussing about him 
making me sick.  But a hot bath and 
dry clothes worked wonders so I 
didn’t get sick which probably saved 
Dad a lot of grief.  There were a lot of 
lessons in this experience.

Later there were other times – like the 
ice storm in November of 1963 while 
I worked at Wicke’s Lumber Yard in 
Manvel – when it was so cold that 
you couldn’t put on enough clothes 
to stay warm but I had to work in it 
anyway.  I did get sick then and lost 
a week’s work.

Then there was the February 1978 
ice storm on the east coast with 
the Marine Corps when we were 
at Quantico for two weeks, the last 
three days and two nights in the 
field in the snow and ice when the 
temperatures were zero during the 
day and sub-zero at night. 

We were never issued the parkas 
and “Mickey Mouse” boots we were 
supposed to get and I had to make do 
with just my own field jacket and liner. 

Continues on Page 22

The Shotgun Corner
By M.D. Beale, Jr.

Dee Beale, Wade Roberts, and Sport
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We were lucky that there were 
only minor cases of frostbite.  Leo 
Pierpont did get pneumonia out 
of that little soiree.   
 
It was here that I developed the 
most profound appreciation and 
admiration for the Marines and 
soldiers that fought their way 
back from the Chosin reservoir 
in the subzero bitter cold without 
proper cold weather gear.  Both 
the weather and the fighting 
were absolutely brutal.

I’ve spent many days in the field 
hunting and most of it was a lot 
fun no matter the weather – hot, 
cold, wet and/or dry – generally 
because I had the right gear.

When it wasn’t fun it was because 
I went even when I was sick or 
there was a weather change I 
wasn’t prepared for. 

So Gunny Malcolm and I were 
both having a good time in the 
mud and rain.  It was a wonder-
ful day.  Back then we both had 
the strength and skill to confront 
Mother Nature on her own terms 
and enjoy the contest.  

There’s something special about 
being outside hunting and fishing 
that isn’t there in other sports.  
Hunting and fishing tends to keep 
a person’s perspective on life in 
general in correct focus.    

Hunting and fishing - no matter 
where or when - was, is and always 
will be our direct connection to 
that primeval deadly contest in 
nature - that ancient never ending 
struggle between predator and 
prey to survive.  

Thanks to modern food 
production humans are not 
dependent on these activities for 
survival today, unless someone 
chooses to live that way.  

Continues from Page 21

But make no mistake about it – 
we’re the only ones.  All wildlife, 
from viruses to elephant, is totally 
involved in it every day and 
every night. 

That’s enough aimless rambling 
for the time being.  God bless 
you and yours.  Stay safe, warm 
and dry.  

Gunny Rock and I will see you at 
the range.

Rock and Me. High Island, Feb 2002. 

RetiRedBadge
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HPROA Benefits
In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD 
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers 
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired 
officers to have the same type of organized representation that 
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired 
officers an official organization to represent them regarding 
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits. 

The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers 
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization. 
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with 
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being: 
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical 
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.

The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from 
within its membership and answers only to the membership of 
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?

Membership Benefits
I.   ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension 
benefits  
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL 
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers 
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by  sponsoring reunions 
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA 
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor 
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception 

IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need 
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of 
deceased member 
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect 
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the 
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the 
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and 
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of 
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit 
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s 
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in 
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and 
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at 
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official 
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting 
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607 
E. Whitney.

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper. 
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.

Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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Troy Alan Blando was born in Bussac, 
France, on July 31, 1959, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Alvin (Della) Blando. Being the son of a 
career United States military man, Troy 
traveled extensively in his early years. 
He attended elementary and junior high 
school in San Antonio and graduated 
from Roosevelt High School in the Alamo 
City in 1977. For several years after high 
school, he attended Southwest Texas 
State University in San Marcos.  

Troy came to the Houston Police 
Department on July 2, 1979 to enter 
Police Cadet Class No. 87. He took 
his oath of office as an HPD officer on 
November 3, 1979. He wore Badge 
No. 2336. His earliest assignment was 
to Central Patrol, where he served a 
short time before becoming a member 
of the Crime Scene Unit. Once the 
unit was transferred to be under the 
Homicide Division, Troy became a well 
known and highly respected member 
of the crime scene unit. 

The department later assigned him to 
the Inspections Division, the Westside 
Command Center and the Chief’s 
Administration under Police Chief 
Elizabeth Watson. While Troy did 
exceptional work in all his assignments, it 
seemed that he truly found his niche when 
in 1993, he was selected for assignment 
as a police officer investigator in the 
Auto Theft Division.

On Wednesday, May 19, 1999, Auto 
Theft Investigator Troy Blando was 
driving a city-owned unmarked vehicle, 
a 1995 green Jeep Cherokee. This 
vehicle was equipped with an MDI and 
he was searching the motels along the 
6800 block of the Southwest Freeway 
for stolen vehicles. 

He was at the Roadrunner Motel, a 
location he previously had found to be 
ripe for searching for recoveries.  

While stopped in the motel parking lot, 
Blando observed a new model Lexus 
pass by driven by an African-American 
male. Checking the plate, the officer 
learned that this vehicle had been 
stolen in an armed robbery several 
months ago. At 9:07 a.m., he reported 
his location to the dispatcher and stated 
that he had spotted an occupied stolen 
and wanted vehicle. Several bicycle 
patrol officers, L. J. Satterwhite and A. 
K. Hawkins, were nearby and overheard 
Blando’s transmission and location. 
Riding from the 6400 block of Bellaire, 
they headed in Blando’s direction. 

At 9:11 a.m., they were at the Southwest 
Freeway at Hornwood when they heard 
ten to twelve gunshots coming from the 
direction of the Roadrunner. Just seconds 
later, the voice of Officer Blando came 
over the police radio, stating that he had 
been shot. He also provided a description 
of the suspect. Within thirty seconds, 
Officers Hawkins and Satterwhite arrived 
to see Troy Blando seated in his Jeep, 
pointing toward the motel courtyard. 

Hawkins and Satterwhite did what 
officers are trained to do. They split up, 
with Hawkins staying back to attend 
to Officer Blando while Satterwhite 
attempted to pursue the suspect, having 
been directed by citizens who had seen 
a partially handcuffed man racing 
away. This assistance led him to the 
Celebration Station amusement center 
at 6787 Southwest Freeway. 

Other officers in patrol cars began 
arriving at the scene. They assisted Officer 
Satterwhite with the arrest of a suspect 
who had one handcuff on his left hand. 
He was also armed with the weapon 
used to shoot Officer Blando.

Back at the scene, Officer Hawkins 
had made the Assist the Officer call. 
Officer Blando was shot in the chest 
and there was a visible exit wound to 
his back. He had returned fire at the 
suspect with his .380 automatic, but 
had not hit him. There were numerous 
9mm hulls around the scene, indicating 
that the suspect had fired a number 
of times during the shootout.

Officer Blando was bleeding 
internally. The delay in rushing him to 
a hospital became the subject of a 
massive investigation into the Houston 
Fire Department’s dispatching 
procedures.  The contention was that 
Blando had received injuries that could 
have been better treated, perhaps 
saving his life, had an ambulance 
arrived sooner. Eventually, the HFD 
ambulance transported him to Ben 
Taub General Hospital.

Homicide Captain Richard Holland 
assigned Lieutenant Greg Neely to 
lead this investigation. Lieutenant 
Neely assigned Sergeant Jim Ladd 
and his partner, Officer Todd Miller, 
to make the scene and be the 
primary investigative unit. Assigned 
to assist them were Sergeant John 
Swaim and his partner, Officer 
Alan Brown. Sergeant Paul Motard 
went to Ben Taub to interview the 
wounded officer. However, Motard 
soon learned that Officer Blando 
was in critical condition, undergoing 
surgery. The treatment was just too 
late. Blando had suffered a fatal loss 
of blood. Doctors pronounced him 
dead at 10:23 a.m. The veteran of 
almost twenty years with HPD was 
dead at age thirty-nine. 

Continues on Page 25

Car Thief Williams Guns Down Troy Blando
In Cold Blood at Southwest Freeway Motel

May 19, 1999

By Nelson Zoch
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Continues from Page 24

The motel parking lot that had been 
the scene of the offense was no small 
area to process.  In addition, there 
was the scene of the arrest. Four 
Crime Scene Units responded on this 
weekday to assist in the most important 
task of Homicide investigators – to 
properly locate and document all 
items of evidence pertinent to the 
offense at these scenes.

Contributing in this effort were CSU 
Officers Larry Baimbridge, J. C. Wood, 
and A. G. Riddle, all of whom took 
part in the scene investigations. Officer 
D. H. Couch undertook the hospital 
investigation, while Officers L. Tuttle, J. 
A. Ogden, J. S. Hammerle, and G. H. 
West all participated in some manner 
throughout the detailed investigation.
Other than the radio transmissions from 
Officer Blando, investigators were left 
to piece together the much-needed 
evidence of the tragic event of this day. 
While there were no actual eyewitnesses, 
a number of people in and around the 
motel heard and/or saw bits and parts 
of the offense. The main information 
was the fleeing suspect from the scene 
of the shooting, which Officer Hawkins 
was able to obtain in more detail from 
Officer Blando. He in turn passed it on to 
the responding units.

The arrested suspect, Jeffrey Demond 
Williams (African-American Male; 23) 
ironically provided many answers to 
investigators’ questions. Officer L. J. 
Satterwhite, ably assisted by Officers 
J. M. McPhail, J. E. Draycott, J. R. 
Martinez, B. J. McDonald and Sergeant 
G. B. Raschke, arrested Williams with 
not only the weapon he used to shoot 
Officer Blando but also with a totally 
undisputable piece of evidence – 
Officer Troy Blando’s handcuffs on 
one of his wrists. The officers took him 
back to a location near the scene of 
the shooting, where Lieutenant Neely 
assigned Officer Alan Brown and 
Sergeant John Swaim to personally take 
custody of the suspect and transport 
him to 1200 Travis for further interviews.  

In the usual professional manner of HPD 
Homicide investigators, Brown and Swaim 
obtained utmost cooperation from the 
suspect. Jeffrey Williams confessed to 
the whole brutal ordeal, while accusing 
Officer Blando of disrespecting him and 
physically abusing him – a routine line from 
someone fully aware of the fact that he 
has just committed the final criminal act 
of his life. After being caught in several 
other falsehoods, Williams admitted 
to having taken the stolen Lexus two 
months previous in an armed robbery of 
a female. And, more importantly, Williams 
acknowledged in his confession that he 
knew that the plainclothes man who 
confronted him was a police officer. 

Before the day was over, the suspect 
was in jail and charged with capital 
murder of a peace officer. Homicide 
Sergeants Carless Elliott and David 
Calhoun were assigned the gruesome 
task of attending Blando’s autopsy. They 
were accompanied by CSU Officers 
Leroy Tuttle and G. H. West. They needed 
to tie up a number of loose ends and 
Sergeants Ladd and Swaim and their 
partners, Miller and Brown, performed 
these duties in due time.

Officer Troy Blando was survived by his 
wife Judith Blando and his thirteen- year-
old son, Danny Blando. Other survivors 
were his mother, Mrs. Della Blando; two 
brothers, Mike Blando and Tracy Blando; 
and two sisters, Vicki Sinwell and Bobi 
Blando; and a number of nephews.

Visitation was held at the Pat H. Foley 
Funeral Home at 1200 W. 34th on 
Saturday, May 22, 1999, from noon until 
9 p.m. and then on Sunday from 9 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. Funeral services were held 
at the Second Baptist Church, 6400 
Woodway, on Monday, May 24 at 10 
a.m.  Services were conducted by the 
Reverend David Dixon, Pastor Fred H. 
de Oliveira, Deacon F. Jay Vocelka and 
HPD Chaplain Edwin Davis. Interment 
followed at Woodlawn Garden of 
Memories, Antoine and Katy Freeway.

Pallbearers for Officer Troy Blando were 
Robert W. Irving Jr., Kenneth A Hilleman, 
Victor Midyett, Dennis E. Holmes, Michael 
D. Ingels, Collin P. Gerlich, Thomas C. 
Civitello and Craig L. Newman.

To police officers who attend the 
memorial services for fellow officers killed 
in the line of duty, usually some facet of 
the service seems to always stand out as 
something special to remember. Officer 
Troy Blando was a Boy Scout troop leader 
for his son Danny’s troop. To witness the 
other adult troop leaders and Danny’s 
fellow Scouts march out after the funeral 
service without troop leader Troy Blando 
was an unforgettable sight. What a loss, 
not only to HPD, but to these young men 
that Officer Blando served to inspire.
 
With the death of any police officer, 
Homicide investigators consider the 
deceased to be one of their own. In 
this case, most of the investigators had 
known Officer Troy Blando since his 
CSU days. Thus, this came very close to 
home. However, the investigation had 
to continue with many loose ends to 
wrap up tight for the prosecution.  

After the initial shock of the murder and 
subsequent funeral, the work continued.  
Support personnel who assisted were 
Firearms Examiner Mike Lyons and Latent 
Print Examiner Debbie Benningfield. The 
weapon recovered from the suspects 
was positively identified as the one that 
fired the fatal shot. Jeffrey Williams was 
placed by prints in the Lexus as well as in 
Officer Blando’s Jeep.

The capital murder trial of Jeffery 
Demond Williams was held in the Criminal 
District Court of State District Judge 
Carol Davies. Assistant District Attorneys 
Lyn McClellan and Denise Nassar were 
in charge of the prosecution. Williams 
was found guilty and on February 9, 
2000, he was sentenced to die by 
lethal injection for the capital murder of 
Officer Troy Alan Blando.

Continues on Page 26
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New members approved for April, 2015:

Richard W. Bownds
Russell D. Bridges 
Matthew Bullock
Wesley Clifton
James Duerer
Linda Eliason
Judy Green
Cameron J. Grysen
James B. Haney, Jr. 
Stewart Harris
Norman K. Marriott
Nora A. Perry
John Mike Rivera
Curt Roark
Sharlot Sumner
Ronnie E Tallent
Jamie Verastigui
Don Watley
Robert Wilkinson

Final approval for two (2) new Associate 
Membership applications:

•Dennis Hall – Sponsor Forrest Turbeville
•Jerry Cannon, Sr. – Sponsor Joe Scott

Associate Member application for 
approval in April to be effective in May:

•U.S. Representative Ted Poe – Sponsor 
Bob Barnard

A large portion of the nineteen new 
members in April were a direct result 
of the extra efforts of our Membership 
Chairman, Retired Senior Police Office 
Roy McDonald. Roy took his expertise to 
the HPOPS Seminar in late March and 
made available the ability for prospective 
new members to submit their membership 
dues to the HPROA via their credit card. 

This is a first for HPROA and solely due to 
the extra effort given by Roy.  Thanks, 
Roy, you are doing a tremendous job 
which we greatly appreciate.  Roy also 
makes a number of phone calls in the 
natural course of his duties to contact 
members who inadvertently allowed 
their membership. He can always use 
assistance so if you would care to make 
a few phone calls to help increase our 
membership, please contact Roy.

New members approved for May, 2015: 

Kenneth W. Miller
Marion W. Green
Teresa P. Zepeda
Jerry Chenier

New Members of HPROA

Continues from Page 25

Mrs. Judith Blando and son Danny 
moved from Houston to Meridian, Texas. 
Danny graduated from Meridian High 
School in 2004 and attended Tarleton 
State College for a time before deciding 
to enter the United States Navy. Judith, 
who suffers from multiple sclerosis, 
remained confined to a wheelchair but 
in good spirits. 

She spends some time in her home state 
of Michigan.  

In 2007, the extended Blando family 
remained intact. Mother Della lived near 
Fort Worth with Troy’s sister, Vicki Sinwell. 
Vicki, as well as Bobi, Mike and Tracy all 
still mourn the death of brother Troy.

On May 15, 2013, the sentence against 
Jeffery Demond Williams was properly 
and justly carried out when he was 
executed by the State of Texas for 
murdering one of Houston’s finest, Officer 
Troy Blando.

Updated 5/20/2015.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
Family Assistance Unit:

Senior Police Officers Michael Newsome, 713-308-1237 and Bob 
Sampiere, 713-308-1240.

If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center, 
713-308-1500.

Burial Fund:

713-308-1226.   Leave message for someone to contact you.

Killed in the Line of Duty

June 19, 1921 Jeter Young

June 27, 1921 David D. Murdock

June 17, 1928 Albert Worth Davis

June 22, 1929 Oscar E. Hope

June 30, 1939 George D. Edwards

June 6, 1958 Noel R. Miller

June 30, 1965 Floyd T. Deloach

June 26, 1968 Ben Eddie Gerhart

July 30, 1901 William A. Weiss

July 30, 1927 Rodney Q. Wells

July 1, 1964  James F. Willis

July 13, 1982 James D. Harris

July 19, 1988 Elston M. Howard

June July

June 26, 1968 Bobby L. James

June 17, 1972 David F. Noel

June 18, 1974 Jerry L. Riley

June 8, 1978 Timothy L. Hearn

June 27, 1990 James B. Irby

June 29, 2008 Gary Gryder

June 23, 2009 Henry Canales

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper. 
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.

Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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He is now at home feeling a 
little weak but his overall health 
is better. His voice sounded 
strong and upbeat. Continue to 
remember Phil in your prayers.  

Ray Collins: (3-15-15 Bostock) 
Received a call from Mary Collins 
this date informing me that they 
had to move Ray Collins to the 
ICU at Memorial North West 
Hospital.  He has developed an 
infection in his Colon and it has 
set him back quite a bit.   He can 
take calls if he is awake and not 
being worked on. 

His Cell #is 713/410-3063 and he 
can have visitors but cap and 
gown will be required (not a 
graduation).  Mary’s phone #is 
713/686-9035. 

Keep Ray and  Mary in your 
prayers and give him a call  if you 
would.

Gerry Fincher: (3-6-15-nf) Bob 
Foster reported that “Spider” was 
released from rehab today and 
is now at home recovering from 
a recent fall. His number is 281-
651-4261, so give him a call and 
pray for his continued well being. 

Mary Beale: (3-7-15 nf) Mary 
finished her last treatment 
yesterday. All has gone well and 
she goes back in a month for 
routine follow up. She will be on 
anti-estrogen meds for 5 years 
with check ups every 3 to 6 
months for a while. Hopefully, this 
has killed any stray cells & cured 
this bout with cancer. 

God has been good to us. We 
want to thank everyone for 
their prayers. It has made all the 
difference in the world. Keep 
Mary on your prayer list. Prayer 
works. 

Linda Dickson: (3-8-15 nf) Roger 
reports today that Linda, who 
is fighting Pancreatic cancer, 
had a chemo treatment Friday 
and it always make her sick for 
a few days. She will not have a 
treatment next Friday to give her 
a break. 

RetiRee Roundup
RETIRED OFFICERS ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE

FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • DOUG BOSTOCK • RAY SMITH

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know 
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might 
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us 
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance. 

April 9, 2015

These are extremely rough times 
for both Roger and Linda and 
they invite our prayers to help 
them through this. 

Judy Smith: (3-8-15 nf) Judy reports 
that her heart valve surgery was 
postponed due to her diabetes. 
She will now have to go to a 
Neurologist to see if one might 
be able to devise a treatment 
plan. She is now frustrated as 
plans and doctors are changing. 
Please keep Judy and Lloyd in 
your prayers.

Phil Tippen: (3-17-15 nf) Phil was 
admitted to St. Luke’s Woodlands 
Hospital and is in the Patient Care 
unit having been diagnosed 
with pulmonary edema (fluid in 
the lungs) and congestive heart 
failure. He is in Room 277 but 
cannot have any visitors at this 
time. Lift up your prayers for Phil 
and his caregivers.

Update: (3-21-15 nf) We visited 
with Phil by phone and he 
was released from St. Luke’s-
Woodlands last evening after he 
passed the heart Doppler test. 

Continues on Page 29
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E.W. “Bubba” Godfrey: (3-27-15 nf) 
Celia reports that E.W. underwent 
extensive surgery yesterday to 
remove the bone flap in his skull. You 
will recall, E.W. fell off a ladder years 
ago, hit his head on concrete and 
a flap was removed from his skull to 
relieve pressure on brain, Flap was 
later replaced but it had deteriorated 
and will have to be replaced with 
man made flap. He is responding 
to questions by movement but has 
not yet opened his eyes. Lift up your 
prayers for E.W. daily. 

Update (3-29-15 nf) Celia reports that 
E.W. is still in ICU but more awake and 
is eating. He still has not moved his 
right arm but is moving the right leg. 
They continue to invite your prayers 
for a full recovery.  Update:(4-3-15 
nf) Celia reports that E.W. is getting 
out of bed, with help, and is going to 
speech, physical and occupational 
therapies each day. They moved 
him to the rehab floor today. It is his 
left side that is affected with some 
weakness in arms and legs but he is 
getting stronger each day and eating 
good.  Continue to keep E.W. in your 
prayers.  

Gladys Greenwood: (3-28-15nf) 
Gladys returned her Surviving Spouse 
invitation with a note stating that 
she is 92 years old and a resident of 
Woodgate in the Heights, 2121 Pine 
Gate, Room  3104, Houston. She 
recently rolled out of bed and had 
to have two hip surgeries and can’t 
walk. She would love to have HPD 
friends come by for a visit. Visit if you 
can and keep her in your prayers. 

Jerry Williams:(4-1-15 nf) We visited 
with Jerry by phone this morning 
as he prepares for a Gamma 
Knife procedure at M.D. Anderson 
Hospital tomorrow morning to treat 
the recurrence of brain tumors, a 
treatment he has had before. 

It is a non-invasive procedure that 
uses powerful doses of radiation to 
target in-operable tumors or lesions. 
He knows that it is a painful procedure 
but there is the hope that it will kill the 
tumors as it did before.  Please lift up 
your prayers for Jerry.

Bruce Music (4-1-15 rh) - Steve Toth 
advised he received information from 
Bruce’s daughter that Bruce will be 
going back to Sugar Land Methodist 
today.  He will be having surgery to 
replace a portion of his skull that was 
previously removed due to swelling of 
his brain.  This is a major step toward 
his recovery.  He will remain at Sugar 
Land Methodist for a few days and 
then be moved back to University 
Place next to Southwest Memorial 
Hospital where he will continue his 
therapy and recovery.  Please keep 
Bruce and his family in your prayers. 

Update (4-2-15rh) - Steve Toth went 
by Sugar Land Methodist and briefly 
saw Bruce. His surgery went well and 
he appears to be doing well. He is 
afraid that he will have a conehead!  
His wife advised at the moment he 
cannot have visitors at the hospital but 
will advise when he is transferred back 
to University Place. More updates on 
Facebook page “Prayers for Bruce 
Music” and prayers to be continued 
for him and his family.  

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF 
MARCH 2015

ROBERT E. HOSFORD 
(RETIRED MEMBER) MARCH 4, 2015 

PEDEN DROZD 
(SON OF MEMBER BARNEY J. DROZD) 
MARCH 8, 2015 

Continues from Page 28

Willie Joe Kovar: (3-17-15 nf) Bill Wehr 
reports that Kovar will undergo surgery 
on March 27 in Bryan, Tx for what 
appears to be a mass on the lung. He 
had one lobe removed some years 
ago and fought the prostrate battle. 
Will update following surgery. 

Right now we can put Willie Joe on 
the daily prayer list. Update(3-28-15 
nf) Bill Wehr spoke to Willie Joe’s wife 
who reports that Willie Joe underwent 
surgery Friday, 3-27-15, at St. Joseph 
Hospital in Bryan, Tx where there 
removed a portion of the right lung 
and is now in the Critical Care unit. 
Results of surgery will take a few 
days. Keep Willie Joe, his wife and 
caregivers in your prayers.

Randy Grounds: (3-10-15 nf) We 
visited with Randy by phone this 
afternoon and he is now at home 
recovering from the amputation of 
his remaining foot due to diabetes. 
Doctors were pleased with the 
healing process and released him on 
3-17-15. He remarked that he was still 
in the recovery process and just not 
ready for any calls right now. Please 
keep Randy in your daily prayers. 

J.C. Thomason: (3-27-15 nf) Henry 
Pressley reported that J.C. would 
be going into a rehab center in 
Wimberley. We called his wife, 
Nita this morning and she stated 
that J.C. was moved to a hospice 
facility in Wimberly 5 days ago and 
that he would again be moved 
to Deer Creek of Wimberley, 555 
RR 12, Wimberley Tx, 78676, 512-
847-5540, cell 512-395-5260  He is 
mostly confined to a wheel chair 
and he is not happy being away 
from home and Nita. Nita invites 
his friends and old workmates to 
give him a call and keep them 
both in your prayers. 

Continues on Page 30
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Jerry Williams: (4-14-15 nf)We visited 
with Jerry by phone and he is at home 
recovering for his Gamma Knife 
procedure. He has bad headaches 
and his head is sore from the 
apparatus used in the procedure. It 
will be some time before the results 
of the procedure is known so keep 
Jerry in your prayers. 

Ray Collins: (5-3-15 Bostock) 
Received a call today from Ray 
Collins who is still in  the rehab 
facility,The Legends at Gessner 
and West Rd.  Ray stated that he is 
progressing real well in his therapy 
and walking is unlimited except by 
him.  He is using the step exercise 
more and more also. He has been 
fitted with a knee brace on his 
right knee and it has made all 
the difference in the therapy with 
walking and steps.  He is hoping 
to be released at the end of next 
week and would need a rollator 
for assistance and safety. Went to 
storage and will deliver a rollator 
to Ray in the AM. Pray for Ray’s 
continued recovery. 

Jerry Williams: (5-9-15 nf) Visited 
with wife Linda by phone and she 
reported that Jerry was sleeping and 
that he was tolerating his chemo 
treatments well except that it made 
him tired. He still has a long way to 
go with Chemo. Continue to keep 
Jerry in your daily prayers. 

Willie Joe Kovar: (5-9-15 nf) Visited 
with Kovar by phone and he reports 
that he is recovering well. He is 
mobile and driving but he is still sore 
at the surgery site in the rib area. 
He began his radiation treatment 
last Wednesday and will begin his 
Chemo treatments on Monday, 
5-11-15 which he is dreading. Keep 
Willie in your prayers. 

E.W. Godfrey: (4-14-15 nf) We visited 
with Ernie by phone this day and he is 
still in hospital slowly rehabing. He still 
needs assistance getting out of bed 
into his wheelchair to go to therapy. 
Celia reports that his left side is still not 
catching up to what it should be. Lots 
of therapy ahead. Give him a call 
a214-645-5555.

Update: (4-15-15 nf) Celia reports this 
evening that Ernie’s therapy is not 
going well as hoped. His left side is 
just not responding even with his extra 
effort. The plan now seems to be that 
he will move to a skilled nursing facility 
for 3 months and at that time they 
will readmit him to the hospital where 
they will put a new flap in. The surgeon 
feels that once the flap is replaced, 
Ernie will get back to normal without 
the physical therapy problems. Pray 
of them both. 

Update: (4-20-15 nf-db)  Celia reports 
that E.W. was moved Saturday to a 
skilled nursing facility-The Legacy at 
Willowbend, 6101 Ohio Dr., Plano, Tx 
75024. Phone #972-468-6314. The plan 
is to stay there until the middle of June 
when they will go back in the hospital 
to have the artificial plate put in. They 
are hoping that he will respond to 
therapy so that he might get to go 
home before going back to hospital in 
June. Continue  to keep the Godfreys 
in your prayers. 

“Chuck” Smith (4-15-15 nf) We visited 
with Chuck by phone this evening and 
he reports that due to his diabetes his 
kidneys are in such bad shape to the 
point where he & Dot are training to 
do dialysis at home for whatever time 
it takes and how many days a week 
he has to do it. He will actually begin 
doing the dialysis for real next week, 
of course with Dot’s able assistance. 
Chuck & Dot are starting on a new 
journey and they ask for our prayers 
as they walk it together. Call him at 
936-544-6557 and give him a word of 
encouragement.

ROBERT L. WATSON (RETIREE) 
MARCH 6, 2015 

RACHAEL ALMA ASHBY 
(MOTHER OF RETIRED MEMBER AND 
BOARD MEMBER JIM ASHBY) 
MARCH 12, 2015
 
ROY F. MOODY III 
(RETIRED MEMBER) MARCH 20, 2015
 

GOD IS SO GOOD 

“WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS THAT ONE IS 
CAPABLE OF LOVE. IT IS PERHAPS THE 
ONLY GLIMPSE WE ARE PERMITTED OF 
ETERNITY.” - Helen Hayes

“MATERNAL LOVE: A MIRACULOUS 
SUBSTANCE WHICH GOD MULTIPLIES 
AS HE DIVIDES IT.” - Victor Hugo

May 14, 2015

Bruce Music (04-07-15 rh) - We received 
information from Bruce’s family that 
he is finally back at University Place 
next to Southwest Memorial, where 
he will continue his therapy. Best time 
for visiting is evenings and weekends!

William Jean Watt (04-09-15 rh) – We 
visited with Jean today by phone 
and he was in good spirits, but is still 
under going chemo treatment for 
what was originally diagnosed as 
colon cancer.  He underwent surgery 
months ago and it was believed 
that the cancer was removed, but 
there were indications that some 
of the cancer had possibly moved 
to the lymph nodes.  He therefore 
has had to go through the chemo 
therapy.  He stated that he has had 
side effects from the chemo, but is 
battling through it.  He stated he has 
approximately another six weeks of 
chemo to go. Please keep Jean and 
his family in your prayers.      
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PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS

Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters, 
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family 
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Our Committee Members are:

Forest Turbeville  281.356.8800

Nelson Foehner    281.351.4669

Ray Smith    281.731.1588

Ron Headley   713.253.5749

Doug Bostock    281.890.7610

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

Howard White: (5-9-15 nf) Howard is 
in Clear Lake Regional Hospital being 
treated for a mild case of pneumonia 
and is responding well to medications 
and will likely be released to go home 
Sunday or Monday. Keep Howard in 
your prayers. 

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF 
APRIL 2015 

LOUISE BURKE (HPROA MEMBER AND 
SURVIVING SPOUSE  OF DECEASED 
MEMBER A.J. BURKE) APRIL 9, 2015 

ALMA SIMMONS-SORMANI (MOTHER 
OF RETIRED MEMBER AND ASSISTANT 
CHIEF OF POLICE MILTON SIMMONS)
APRIL 16, 2015 

CHARLES RODNEY PETERSON (RETIREE) 
APRIL 21, 2015 

DAVID H. HOERNER (RETIREE)  
APRIL 28, 2015 

GOD’S LOVE AND BLESSINGS 

BE GLAD FOR ALL GOD IS PLANNING 
FOR YOU. BE PATIENT IN TROUBLE, AND 
PRAYFUL ALWAYS…Romans 12:12 – tlb 

GOD’S BLESSING MAKES LIFE RICH, 
NOTHING WE DO CAN IMPROVE ON 
GOD…Proverbs l0:22 – the message 

I WILL NOT FORGET YOU, SEE, I HAVED 
INSCRIBED YOU ON THE PALMS OF MY 
HANDS…Isaiah 49:15 - 16

E.W. Godfrey:(Update) (5-9-15 nf) 
We visited with Ernie by phone 
today as Celia was helping him 
back into bed. He said that 
he is still mostly confined to a 
wheelchairwhen out of bed. He 
did admit that he was doing his 
best to drive the therapists up the 
wall with his antics during each 
session. Celia is able to go home 
each night now and get some rest. 
Hopefully in the near future they will 
be able to replace the flap in his 
skull which is expected to improve 
and regain his good health and 
allow him to go home. Continue 
your prayers for Ernie and Celia.
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Federally insured by NCUA.

Main Office • 1600 Memorial Drive  • Houston, TX 77007 
Travis Office • 1200 Travis Street • 20th Floor  • Houston, TX 77002 

Willowbrook Office  • 17314 State Highway 249 • Suite 107  •  Houston, TX 77064
713.986.0200 • 800.927.8707

It’s our Cash Back* Recreational Loan Promotion! 
Apply for your loan now!

* At loan closing on an eligible loan, member will be awarded cash back, not to exceed $500.00, based on the total loan amount 
financed with HPFCU. During the promotional period of May 4, 2015 through October 3, 2015, member can “Like” HPFCU’s 
Facebook page and share how the cash back was used to be entered into a drawing for a $500.00 gas card. Two random entries 
will be selected. Members of HPFCU that finance a new or pre-owned boat, jet ski, four wheeler, utility trailer, travel trailer, horse 
trailer, motorhome or eligible farm equipment, or refinance a new or pre-owned boat, jet ski, four wheeler, utility trailer, travel trailer, 
horse trailer, motorhome or eligible farm equipment from another lender between May 4, 2015 and October 3, 2015 are eligible. 
Loan must be funded no earlier than May 4, 2015 and no later than October 3, 2015 to be eligible. Loans funded prior to May 4, 
2015 or after October 3, 2015 are ineligible and will be excluded from the promotion. The promotion is limited to new or pre-owned 
boat, jet ski, four wheeler, utility trailer, travel trailer, horse trailer, motorhome or eligible farm equipment purchases, and boat, jet ski, 
four wheeler, utility trailer, travel trailer, horse trailer, motorhome or eligible farm equipment refinanced from another lender only. 
Boats, jet skis, four wheelers, utility trailers, travel trailers, horse trailers, motorhomes and eligible farm equipment currently 
financed with HPFCU are ineligible for the promotion. Members and non-members who wish to participate in the Facebook “Like” 
and Share drawing must submit a 3” x 5” index card with Facebook “Like” and Share, their name, address and phone number to: 
1600 Memorial Dr., Houston, TX, 77007, Attn: Marketing Department or to any office location. Only one entry per person. All entries 
must be received by October 3, 2015. $250.00 cash prize will be substituted for a winning member or non-member without a 
qualifying recreational loan. Winner must be at least 18 years of age. See Official Promotion Rules for specifics and eligibility online 
at hpfcu.org. Check with a HPFCU representative for full details. Promotion ends October 3, 2015.

Finance a boat, watercraft or recreational vehicle 
and you can get up to $500.00 CASH BACK!*

Here’s how it works:

 Take advantage of our extremely low rates and great terms by applying now  
 for your recreation loan! Apply online at hpfcu.org, call 713.22.LOANS or  
 stop by any of our office locations. If you have a recreational loan financed with  
 another lender, refinance it with the Credit Union and take advantage of this  
 great offer.

 At loan closing, you can be awarded up to $500.00 Cash Back* based on the  
 total loan amount.

Plus, you have an additional chance of winning a $500.00 gas card* just by "Liking" 
our Facebook page and sharing how you used your Cash Back!*

This offer ends October 3, 2015.

GET CASH BACK!*
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IN MEMORIUM
WE REMEMBER

WITH PRIDE

6, 1995 R.O. (Lippy) Biggs

8, 2004 A.H. (Herman) Perkins

10, 2001 R.C. Hermann

11, 1998 George Harmon

14, 1999 A.L. Hudman

16, 1994 R.T. Hill

17, 1985 Rodney G. McKeehan

17, 2005 Edward L. Kennedy

19, 2004 John H. Olszewski

19, 2005 Alonzo J. Crow

21, 1999 Lawrence W. Henning

21, 2003 Edgar Zayne Crawford

21, 2005 Luther W. Domain

21, 2005 Walter B. Mathews

23, 1993 John A. Long

24, 2006 Doyal LeCour

26, 1987 Marion G. Reese

28, 2001 Johnnie V. Green

29, 1995 J.D. (Don) Belcher

29, 2003 C.R. Dietz

30, 2000 H.D. Edwards

JUNE

3, 1991 John M. Donovan

3, 2000 J.H. Allen

5, 2001 W.A. (Tommy) Thomason

6, 1999 Lyndon (Lynn) D. Hunt

7, 1999 Thomas V. Ontiveros

9, 1986 Kenneth D. Porter

11, 2001 W.H. (Bill) Gaines

11, 2004 Raymond Prazak

12, 2006 George H. Larue

13, 2001 Robert D. Harris, Sr.

14, 2004 David H. Hadley

16, 2004 Vernon H. Maness

19, 2006 Alvin G. Christal

20, 1999 Lloyd Rivers

20, 2001 Lee R. Jaster

21, 1981 Thomas E. Grubbs

24, 2004 Walter Truitt Bolin

25, 1991 Glen W. Ewton, Jr.

25, 1998 L.W. (Larry) Moore

26, 2002 R.J. (Dick) Matthias, Jr.

28, 2003 Charles B. Wiener

29, 2004 Herman L. Stephens

JULY


