PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID
HOUSTON, TX
PERMIT NO. 9155

HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 130787, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77219

RetiredBadge
THE

With Honor We Served . . .

With Pride We Remember

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

VOL. XVII, NO. 2

From the Entertainment Committee
Hello Retirees and Friends:
On Tuesday March 6, 2018, we had the Surviving Spouse
Luncheon at The Houston Racquet Club. We had a total of 127
attendees.
A very special thanks to our host Barbara Cotten; co-host Sue
Gaines; Stephanie Leonard; Cathy Buckles and Gail Erickson. It
takes a lot of work and dedication and we can always count
on them. So ladies, “A Big Thank You”.
To everyone that donated to the Surviving Spouse Luncheon,
we want to give you a “Special Thank You”. With your
donations we go the extra mile to make the luncheon a little
more memorable. So Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!!
Everyone had a great time and our entertainment this year
were two artists doing caricature drawings. It was a lot of fun.

April - May 2018

Stephanie Leonard will soon have a more detailed write up of
this event.
We again would like to invite everyone to The Houston Reunion
on April 28, 2018 at The Houston Police Academy located at
17000 Aldine Westfield Houston Texas from 10A - 2P. We will
have a Hawaiian theme this year. So if you have a Hawaiian
shirt, blouse, dress or leia, put them on and get into the spirit. We
shall call it “Having a Hawaiian BBQ”.
How about it folks, join us?? Looking forward to seeing many of
you.
We will continue to remind you on our HPROA web page.

Matthew and Rosalie Potell
Entertainment Committee

Burial Fund January 2018 Update
The Houston Police Burial Fund had its annual meeting on Thursday
January 11, 2018. Approximately 45 members attended. Lunch
was provided by Secure Your Legacy, a funeral preplanning
company. Stephanie Salcedo of Secure Your Legacy made
a presentation at the beginning of the meeting regarding the
importance of financially planning for one’s death. The Burial
Fund does not endorse any outside companies.
After the presentation, trustees Jay Gause (retired), Alan Harris
(retired) and Kathy Carey (active) were elected to board of
trustee positions 1, 2, and 3, respectively.
The Burial Fund’s treasurer, Glen Juenke, had good news for
the members. The fund’s reserve assets are no longer being
tapped to pay death benefits. In fact, the reserve assets have
started to grow.

Some of the factors promoting this growth are 1) a good return
on investments; 2) appropriate membership dues; and a 3)
reduced death benefit.
Retired members of the meeting voiced concern that the
reduced death benefit may pose a hardship for long-retired
officers who do not have drop accounts and who were relying
solely on the Burial Fund to pay for funeral expenses.
The Burial Fund president, Jay Gause wanted all members to be
aware that the burial fund was never designed to be life insurance
that would completely cover the expenses of a funeral and the
loss of the deceased’s income. He strongly advised both regular
and lifetime members to plan for their deaths by considering
things such as life insurance, prepaid funeral arrangements, and
personal savings and investments.

Continues on Page 11
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BILL ELKIN

The smoke has cleared now and the
primary elections are over in Texas. Now
the runoff elections must take place to
see who is left in the Republican and
Democrat primaries. The victors will face
each other come November, and now we
must brace ourselves for the on-slaught
of television political commercials.
In the primaries we lost a few friends in the
Texas Legislature. In the Senate, District
2, Representative Cindy Burkett, who was
running against the incumbent Bob Hall,
lost her bid to win that seat. She was a
good friend to law enforcement, so she
will be sorely missed in the House. Senator
Craig Estes, District 30, lost in his effort
to remain in the Senate. He also was a
good friend to all law enforcement. And
of course, we lost Senator Sylvia Garcia,
District 6, who won her primary race to
replace U.S. Congressman Gene Green,
U. S. Representative District 29. She has
a runoff opponent for the November
elections which are not deemed to be a
problem for her.
In the House of Representatives there was
an all-out effort by the Ultra-Right Wing, Tea
Party type groups to win seats being held by
a more moderate republican, who could
work across the isle with the other party.
In a surprising move by Governor Greg
Abbott, which rarely is done by a governor,
he involved himself in several races in Texas,
endorsing opponents of several incumbents
who were running for re-election.
One of those races, House District 134,
held by Sarah Davis, the governor
endorsed her opponent, and spent three
hundred thousand dollars (300k) out of
his campaign funds in an effort to defeat
Representative Davis.

He also endorsed the opponent to
Representative Lyle Larson, of Bexar
County, who was targeted because,
like Sarah Davis, he had not supported
the governor’s extremely conservative
agenda, such as the “bathroom” bill.
Sarah Davis won by 56 % of the vote, and
Lyle Larson won with 60 % of the vote.
Both victories took some of the luster off
of Governor Abbott’s image.
Another race the governor took a
very public stand in support of was the
candidacy of Kathleen Wall, who was
running for the open seat for District
2, U. S. Congress, being vacated by
Congressman Ted Poe. It is reported that
she spent 6 million dollars of her personal
money for TV ads in an effort to BUY (win)
that congressional seat. She placed a
dismal third behind a new comer, Dan
Crenshaw, a war veteran.
This was
another loss to the governor’s image.
In some other Texas Legislative races,
we lost a few other law enforcement
supporters. In House District 104, Roberto
Alonza, Dallas County lost, as did Jason
Villalba, District 114, Dallas County. Both
had always supported good legislation
for all police officers.
In retrospect, the primary elections
gave good indications that some of
the ultra conservative organizations,
such as Empower Texas, The Texas
Public Policy Forum, Texas Tea Party,
and others can spend a lot of money
trying to create a very ultra right wing
legislature, but to no avail.
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Bill Elkin, Executive Director

Empower Texas was shut out in the races
they endorsed and supported. except
the Mayes Middleton race against Wayne
Faircloth in Galveston.
We will have to wait for the November
elections to be over before we can
predict the tenor and direction that
the incoming 86th Texas Legislature
will take toward law enforcement
and retired Texas public employees.
This means that even though the
City of Houston pension compromise
is in effect, and working, there still
arises the possibility that a legislative
effort could in the upcoming 2019
Legislature present itself to over ride
the compromise. We must be ever
vigilant in that regards.

See us online at
w w w.hp d r e ti r e d . c o m
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A Message from Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

On March 6, 2018, the HPROA held
its annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon
at the Houston Racket Club. I want
to thank Matt and Rosalie Potell,
our Entertainment Committee cochairpersons, for all the work they did
to make this luncheon a very nice
get together for the sixty-six surviving
spouses and their guests. This was the
second time in four weeks that I had
to wear a coat and tie. This job of
being the President is tough!

Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

My granddaughter was out of school
for a snow day this week. No, I have
not been drinking – yet. That comes
after I finish this article. She and our
son and his wife live in Virginia. They
have a winter. We had a few cold
days, by our standards. Now in the
middle of March our days are already
in the 80 degree range. In Houston
we have just three seasons with a few
cold days thrown in to tease us.
Since the last edition of the Retired
Badge, your HPROA has been very
active. In February we were one of
the sponsors of the First Top Cop Gala.
If you still get the Badge and Gun
from the HPOU ,you may have seen
yours truly and several other HPROA
members at that function. The top
Patrol and Investigative Officers of
HPD were recognized and awarded.
It was a formal dinner; I even wore
a coat and tie, with entertainment,
held at the downtown Marriott Hotel.
The Assist the Officer Foundation was
the driving force behind this and they
did a good job.

Speaking
of
the
Entertainment
Committee, they need some help.
There is a need for someone, or a
couple of some ones, to help Matt
and Rosalie by hosting the Surviving
Spouse Luncheon or the Houston
Reunion. Lamar and Dee Kimble host
the Hill Country Reunion, my wife and
I hosted the Crockett Reunion, but we
need maybe another husband and
wife team to do the Houston Reunion.
There is lots of help offered, but a host
or coordinator is needed. We have
over 1,800 members but only a very
few do all the work. We need you!! It
is work but it is also rewarding and we
have fun doing it.
Speaking of the Houston Reunion, it
is coming up soon after you get this
paper. It’s on Saturday April 28, 2018
at the HPD Academy.
We set a record at our February HPROA
meeting for the most people to ever
attend one of our monthly meetings.
195 members and a few guests
showed up and we were not giving
anything away for free. However, the
main topic of discussion was MONEY.
George Guerrero, one of the Board
of Directors of HPOPS, and HPOPS
Executive Director John Lawson
came to our meeting to discuss the
changes made to our pension system
by the State Legislature last year.

They presented a very helpful PowerPoint
Presentation,
and
then
answered
questions for almost an hour. George
and John did a great job of helping our
members to better understand how the
pension law changes would affect them.
Thank you George and John for coming
to our meeting and for all you do to
protect our pensions!!
Every March the by-laws of your
HPROA require that an audit/review
of our finances be done. Audits cost
thousands of dollars so several of our less
mathematically challenged members
volunteer to do it. This year led by our
new Treasurer Ed Aldridge and supported
by our past Treasurer Nelson Zoch and
several others, all of our expenditures
were found to be backed up by the
required documentation. Our review
group was very complimentary of the
accounting and bookkeeping work
of our Office Secretary Cathy Buckles.
Thank you Cathy!!
Two quick items that may be of interest
to you. Nelson Zoch has a new book
coming out this month. Guess what it is
about—Police Work. Also, the HPROA
was asked if we would be interested in
a formal uniform for retirees to wear on
formal occasions. We are waiting on the
Chief’s approval. What the uniform will
consist of must be approved by the Chief
but the City will NOT pay for it. It would
voluntary to obtain and wear the uniform,
and each member would have to buy his
or her own. We will keep you updated.
Your HPROA is a family of volunteers who
work to keep our retired police family
informed and together. We will continue
to look out for our retirement benefits, get
needed information out to you as quickly
as possible and try to have some fun while
we do it. Come join us and get involved.

Steve Rayne
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For Members and Their Families
What would happen to
your retirement savings
if you needed long term
care???

For more
call:
Garland Cole
M.D. Beale

information,
512.327.3456
713.419.7455

7 out of 10 –
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are
likely to need long term care services. ¹
Long Term Care Pays –
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home,
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)

Address Change

Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve
you if we know where you are.

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252.
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
Houston Police Retired Officers Association
P.O. Box 130787 • Houston, Texas 77219
713-802-2967 • Toll Free 1-866-856-7252
www.hpdretired.com

Executive Officers
President
Stephen Rayne
1st Vice President
Matthew Potell
Treasurer
Ed Aldridge
Parliamentarian
---

Executive Director
W.M. Bill Elkin
2nd Vice President
Medwin Beale
Secretary
Sue Gaines
Sergeant-At-Arms
Robert L. Crane

Executive Board
of Director

Past President
Jim Ashby
Jack Miller
Bob Barnard
Office Secretary
Jim St. John
Cathy Buckles
Anthony Kivela
Retired Badge Editor
Steven Toth
Nelson Zoch
Fred Walschburger
Webmaster
Nelson Zoch
Jim Ashby

The Retired Badge is an official publication of the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association (HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors. However,
opinions expressed by individual Board members or any other contributor in this publication do not reflect the opinion of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA. Editorial submissions and other
items of interest from HPROA members are welcomed and encouraged.
COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE RETIRED BADGE ARE PAID FOR BY THE CONTRIBUTORS AND DO NOT IN ANY MANNER IMPLY AN ENDORSEMENT, WARRANTY, OR GUARANTEE BY THE HPROA.
EDITORIAL POLICY: The Retired Badge is published in September, November, January, March, May and July by the Houston Police Retired Officers Association. Materials submitted for purblication
are subject to review by the Board and to editing. All photographs will be returned if they have a self-addressed, stamped envelope included. Editorial content may be mailed to P.O. Box 2288,
Houston, Texas 77252-2288. Deadlines are the 15th of each month preceding the publication date.

JAN RICH
Attorney at Law

Personal Injury
Probate & Wills
Estate Planning
1533 W. Alabama, Suite
100, Houston, TX 77006

832-654-0718

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION
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E.J. Smith - “Not Quite Yet”
There are many names that come to mind when thinking
about their contributions to not only HPD, but also in their
continuing endeavors in assisting the HPROA. One such
name comes to my mind each and every month is that of
Elden J. Smith, or E.J. as we all know him.
Whether you know it or not, it is E.J. and his loyal crew
that arrive early, well before the 8:30am meeting time,
on the second Thursday of the month at the K.C. Hall
on East Whitney. They take care of the responsibility of
opening up the hall, positioning the tables and chairs for
our membership meeting, making the coffee, and just
generally make things much more comfortable for all of
our members. I do not want to leave out any members
of his crew, but along with E.J., they are Charlie Brenham,
J.W. Williams, J.B. Sweatt, Roger Dixon, Matt and Rosalie
Potell, and occasionally Doug Hudson. And, when the
meeting is over, they go to work once again straightening
up the chairs and tables, and unfortunately, sometimes
cleaning up our mess. We continue to ask our members
to pick up after themselves and hopefully, they for the
most part will keep doing so.

Well, E.J., I did not have the pleasure of knowing many of those
veteran cops that you did, but several names stood out in my
mind immediately. E.J. wrote this article about all of the HPD
friends who have gone on before us. It was a very touching
article, especially as he mentioned my two dear brothers,
Herman (John) and Leroy Zoch. He continued in naming a
large number of individuals who had become a part of his HPD
past and also who had affected him in some way or another.
As he finished his list, he wrote his own name, E.J. Smith, and
then stopped-WHOA, NOT QUITE YET.
When I read that, I immediately thought of that country western
song of Tex Ritter, “I DREAMED I WAS THERE IN HILLBILLY HEAVEN”.
The songwriter went through an entire list of famous country
and western singers he had the pleasure of knowing. When he
came to his own name, TEX RITTER, he stopped and basically
said, WHOA, NOT QUITE YET.
E.J., I was not fortunate enough to know you that well during our
years at HPD. However, you are one HECK OF A FINE MAN and
it has been a pleasure to get to know you better in our older
years. Keep on and THANKS FROM EVERYONE AT HPROA.

More recently, E.J., who has been contributing his thoughts
to the Retired Badge Editor for publication in that paper,
wrote an article entitled “NO TEARS”, which is in this same
April-May 2018 issue.

Nelson Zoch

City of Houston Human Resources
Insurance Department Contact Numbers
HPROA Board Member Steve Toth has provided the below contact numbers for HPROA members who might have questions
regarding their health insurance.

Contact Phone Numbers for Retirees (Benefits)

CIGNA at City of Houston

A-F Maribel Gomez 832.393.6101
G-M Alicia Solis		
832.393.6102
N-Z Kemp Lenued
832.393.6103
Front Desk:			
832.393.6000, Option #4
Email Address: retireebenefits@cityofhouston.gov

A-F LaKeith Johnson
G-L Maria Rodriguez
M-R Ivan Flake		
S-Z Sylvia M		
MyCigna.com

Dental through City of Houston
Dwayne Cook		
832.393.6157

Life Insurance at City of Houston
Elizabeth Rodriguez
832.393.6114

832.393.6192
832.393.6193
832.393.6191
832.393.6194
800.997.1406
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2018 Surviving Spouses Luncheon
On Tuesday, March 6, 2018, HPROA
President Steve Rayne along with
Executive Director Bill Elkin welcomed
everyone to the Surviving Spouses
Luncheon at the stunning Houston
Racquet Club. We were thrilled to have
127 honored guests and we want to
express our gratitude to our sponsors for
their kindness and continued support.
Houston Racquet Club
10709 Memorial Drive Houston, TX 77024
713-464-4811
Ruth and Bob Landauer – Sponsors
For the past four years they have
graciously greeted us with open arms.
Ruth and Bob are an extremely giving
and delightful couple.
Karla Contreras,
Catering Manager and Staff
From the first contact to the last guest
leaving we were treated royally.
Everyone worked very hard to make
this event perfect. Pablo, our maître d’,
along with Elizabeth, effortlessly stayed
on top of things.

Entertainment
Caricaturist: Sylvia de la Puente
delapuentesylvia@gmail.com
832-758-0911

Numbers were called and BINGO was
shouted out to claim one of the 13 cash
prizes.

Caricaturist: Juan “Popeye” Velazquez
popeyestudio77@gmail.com
832-707-626

Marsha Rudolph won the top prize of $100.
Cynthia Bamsch, Tommisina Coleman,
Carolyn Culver, Emily Fults, Mary Franklin,
Meredith Gunn, Elizabeth Helton, Sylvia
Huerta, Jackie Lowry, Bernice Sherrouse,
Maxine Short and Paula Willis also left a
little richer.

They were front and center on the
stage and were fascinating to watch.
Talk about comical exaggerations.
These
talented,
easy-going,
committed and focused caricaturists
never stopped drawing.
Luncheon Favors – Our Gifted Angel
The luncheon favors were definitely
a labor of love. In the pretty bright
blue presentation bags were handmade
beaded
bracelets
with
“Made for an Angel” charms. The
blue beads represent Courtesy, Pride
and Service. This extremely talented
donor is truly our angel.
Luncheon Flowers

Our delicious meal consisted of Spinach
salad & warm bacon dressing; the
Chicken Caprese was lightly breaded &
sautéed, topped with fresh Mozzarella,
tomatoes & basil served on a bed
of Cauliflower puree with steamed
Brocolini; a variety of warm, fresh rolls;
and topped off with a vanilla scented
Cheese Cake served on graham
cracker crust with seasonal mixed berry
compote and chocolate wafer.
HPD Chaplain and Honor Guard
Officers R.S. Blake, W.T. Blevins, D.C.
Hammons, S. Irwin and D. Sonnier
performed our opening ceremonies and
are wonderful representatives of our
department. Melissa Saldivar Hamilton
sang our national anthem. Chaplain
Monty Montgomery gave the invocation.

Door Prize Winners

Brenda Rodriguez • The Orchid Florist
11548 NW Freeway Houston, TX 77092
713-812-1807
The cards were dealt, the dice rolled
and 18 honorees took home the
most gorgeous spring flower table
arrangements. The Orchid Florist made
our tables look beautiful and the colorful
flowers were amazing.
Luncheon Photos – Delbert Logsdon
Jeanne and Delbert drove in from New
Braunfels to capture the moments. With
look here, smile, say cheese, click our
pictures were taken. You can view the
results on the website.
Luncheon Name Tags – Dorothy & Jim Ashby
Year after year, they keep coming up
with uniquely designed name tags.

Monetary Donations
Our friends are always there and willing
to give. Their donations are priceless and
make the luncheon a memorable one.
A huge shout out to Friends of HPROA,
Alan Helfman – River Oaks Chrysler/Jeep,
Joe Gamaldi – HPOU, Linda & Jerry Jones,
Margaret Landa – Retired Female Officers
Luncheon, Sandy Serlin, Delores & E. J.
Smith, Fred Walschburger and Shirley
Wood.
Our
Luncheon
Committee,
Cathy
Buckles, Barbara Cotten, Gail Erickson,
Sue Gaines, Stefanie Leonard, Rosalie
and Matthew Potell make this event look
easy, but as you can see from all the
above names it takes so much more.
If any of our sponsors or friends merit
your praise, please let them know what
a great job they did and how much fun
they provided.
On behalf of the entire Luncheon
Committee thank you again for making
the 2018 Surviving Spouses Luncheon
at the Houston Racquet Club such a
phenomenal celebration.
					

		

Stefanie Leonard
Luncheon Committee
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I would also be allowed on ride-alongs
with the officers regularly and to top it off,
it was close to home, and came with a
$50.00 a month raise and my 50s look and
dress were accepted.

‘Note-- I personally liked using the older
Royal 440’s myself and did when I was
in the office alone. All new office reports
were similar to HPD’s but only 4 copies
thick instead of 7 to a report and they
had our Departments logo, information,
and settings. The 8X5 cards went back to
being field interrogation cards and filed
alphabetically by names. Several stacks
of index cards to be used for cross indexing
by
complainant-location-date
and
suspect/defendant on every report. Each
were color coded. All file cabinets were
lockable so bottom drawers could hold
extra supplies and camera equipment,
film, fingerprint cards, etc. “Boy, this place
had nothing.” My first week was spent
with either Tom Pickens or Captain Joe
spending their cities monies and stocking
up the office. I also convinced them that
the front desk had to go, as it was taking
up too much room and I wanted and got
a custom desk that fit my needs.

HPD in the 50’s and 60’s - Part II
Around June of 1960 and about a year or
so on the job, I was approached by the
chief and captain of the Village Police
Department located in Hunters Creek
Village near I-10 and Campbell Road.
They policed 4 villages out there and
their Department consisted of about 10
to 12 regular officers and a reserve unit of
several local men.
They were housed with the Spring Branch
(Village) Fire Department building on
Corbindale Road. This was the same fire
department my older brother had been
hired on as one of the few paid firemen.
I visited my brother pretty regular as he
and my dad and I were all members
of the volunteer Rescue Squad there.
Even in Junior and Senior High School I
belonged to the junior fire department
when it was located at Campbell Road
and Long Point Road and before the
new Fire Department building was built.
The fire department covered six villages,
2 on the north side of I-10, Spring Valley
and Hilshire Village with their own Police
Department and 4 south of I-10 covered
by The Village Police Department.
I got to visit the Village P.D. many
times while at the fire department
with my brother and although small,
they were a very active Department
with all the modern upgrades, except
size and office space.
The Chief was Tom Pickens Jr. who had
worked for HPD, the Captain was Joe
Schultea, another ex HPD officer. Every
officer had police experience from HPD,
Harris County, Department of Public
Safety or Military Police.
I was made an offer of becoming their
records and identification officer. I was
asked to set up a record system similar
to HPD. I would have Carte Blanche for
supplies necessary to do this. Although
still under 21 I was to have officer status
while at work to allow me to go out with
officers, handle walk-ins, etc.

At that time in my life U of H had a
place called the “Cougar Den” and the
activities there pleased me more than
classes (card games, dominoes, TV, etc.
caused my grades to suffer). After several
visits, meeting their officers and the City
Secretary I decided to accept the offer
and become the 1st Village Police
Identification and Records officer.
Now each of the 4 Villages had a
Mayor, Council, City Secretary and
Commissioners. “See where this is headed
can’t you?” They all wanted to run the
Police Department. Hunters Creek, being
the largest Village had the strongest
influence and their City Secretary pretty
much controlled the financial and
overseeing of the department. I learned
quickly, Chief Pickens and Captain
Schultea could speak for me (or cover
anything I needed or wanted) and the
City Secretary accepted me and my
ideas. I was still under 21 and wanting
to help improve their Department and
my ideas were fully supported by Chief
Pickens as a step-up in the right direction
to bringing the Department up to code
and standards with crime reporting that
most departments followed back then.
I started with pulling every report made
there (all on 5X8 field investigation cards
and mostly handwritten). I had set up
a case number system identical to HPD
--starting out with A00001 – A00002 etc.
and assigned a case number on each
report. I figure there were better than 3 or 4
hundred reports (again most handwritten,
few typed, on 5X8 cards and that were
now assigned case numbers). My next job
was to make uniform reports out of those
so-called police reports and I did so. It
required a whole refurbished office with
new file cabinets of different sizes—2 new
selectomatic typewriters and a couple
barely used older typewriters (manual) for
a couple of hard-headed older officers.

Once again, being accepted by the
city secretary who also went along with
us several times didn’t hurt. She really
smoothed the way for the commissioners
who later saw the results of this move as
being in the right direction. Now came
the hard part –getting the officers to
change old habits.
As I mentioned, all the Village officers
came from established departments
with Police Academies and all had
significant police experience in different
fields besides patrol. Chief Pickens and
Captain Joe picked their officers very
carefully, so to cover any incidents
that might arise, so they would have at
least one officer familiar with that type
of offense. Captain Joe had worked
Vice and Narcotics and undercover
work. We had an HPD Juvenile Divisions
officer, a highway patrolman, HPD
traffic control and accident officers, a
military police officer, etc.

Continues on Page 10
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HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

Call
Alan Helfman
4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801
RiverOaksChrysler.com

HELFMAN

DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

HELFMAN
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN

FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI

Houston’s #1
Volume Dealer!

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com
713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT

FIAT • MASERATI

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award

2012 • 2013 • 2014

713-533-6100
11819 Southwest
Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiat.com
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com
Open Mon - Sat

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.

No Tears
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Herman Short, A.J. “Gotch” Buke, Herman and Leroy Zoch,
Harold Smith, Howard Kuehn, K.E. Crawford, J.B. Woodruff,
Jim Campbell, Jesse Foroi, G.E. and Rosemary Rowell, Harold
Goodwin, W.S. (Ma) Weaver, Ed Campbell, Hardy Massey, L.H.
Smith, G.D. Scott, J.D. McGill, C.R. Dietz, M.E. Dwyer, Weldon
and Kenneth Waycott, E.C. Rogers, Bill Blair, Bobby James, Ben
and Henry Gerhart, E.R. Williams, Doug Black, Bill Malinowski,
Jack Qualls.
E.E. Ellis, Paul Hensley, Jack Pharries, J.E. Gunn, Bennie Jordy,
Ralph Wood, Tony Colca, D.L. Smith, Glen Goodnight, Tim
Furlow, R.G. McKeehan, Bill Gaines, Earl Maughmer, H.L. Ellisor,
Harold Jordan, Leroy Mouser, O.I. Smith, T.J. Yanchak, R.G.
Blaylock, J.M. Levrier, Jim Goodman, A.M. Biamonte, J.C. Goff,
Reno Kirby, L.M. Elliot...
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David Huerta, E.J Smith – WHOA – not yet, but when I am called,
I look forward to seeing all those folks and many more we knew.
So many we worked with, those we laughed with, argued with,
disagreed with, but in the end respected for who they were.
It just seems like yesterday, but in so many cases years since
we were in the academy, in roll call, on the street, or in the
courtroom. But no tears, one day we well be rejoined and be
whole again forever. Remember, not that we have earned it or
deserve it, but we have been promised eternity. What a great
day that will be. Until then, let’s join together at the next HPROA
meeting and upcoming reunions
Till next time,
EJ
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Continues from Page 7
Now remember this area of Memorial
Drive covered a very well to do
section of Houston and Harris County
--Memorial Drive was an up-andcoming area of wealth—all of the
officers had to have good personalities
and temperaments and still be able to
enforce the laws with whatever it took
to be effective as police officers.
My first request was for all reports to be
typed on the new report forms and
turned into me; as needed they could
call or come in and dictate them to
me when I was there. I often went in on
evenings and night shifts to let them know
I was available to help them take on the
new system and of course I would get to
ride along with them. They all were oneman units so I also provided company
and all of them enjoyed sharing their
experiences with me and this too was a
learning experience for me.
Back then, things were very different. As
the new identification officer, I was sworn
in, given a badge and ID, the same as
the regular officers. I had purchased a
45 automatic from one of the officers
and had carried it in my car or with me
at work, even when setting up the office.
Back then, no one questioned me about
it, they just knew who I was, where I
worked and who I worked for, and that
was okay with them. As I said, things were
very different back then.
You might wonder why this wealthy
area needed a police department;
well the key word here was “wealthy”.
Burglaries had become a big problem,
along with teenage related problems—
drinking, driving, thefts, etc. The Villages
felt they would be better served with
their own Department instead of relying
on Harris County Sheriff Department
which was already stretched thin, so
they incorporated and contracted the
county dispatching and formed their own
Department. Because of the amount of
uncleared land and thick woods, several
“stills” were found to be flourishing along
the bayous and well hidden away from
the public’s knowledge.

Now I’m here to tell you, being almost
21, going along with Village PD and
county, state and federal officers to bust
a working still in the woods is one hell of
a kick—and again because of the times,
no one questioned my being included in
on the bust.
Things were going well by the Fall of 1960
and unbeknown to me my life was about
to take another big change. I knew I
could never be a full time, sworn officer
without an Academy diploma and the
Village PD did not have one or access to
one. I had made inquiries back at HPD
records with Inspector Larry Fultz who was
over records about coming back and
working till I was 21 and applying for the
next HPD Academy. I was assured that I
would be welcomed back on nights and
that Inspector Fultz would sponsor me to
the next academy at the end of 1961.
With this assurance in my back pocket
and Halloween coming up, I was making
plans to make the move after Halloween
and before Christmas. Up to now I had
it made, but it was time to see about
a career. I was well-accepted by HPD
and Village PD. I came and went when I
wanted to at home with some exceptions.
I was driving a 1957 Ford convertible
polished to a top shine and my Ducktails
were blowing in the wind regularly. I loved
the top being down and the radio and
exhaust pipes both blaring. Making all the
drive-ins was cool and Id’s were not often
checked. By now I was even looking older
if you get my drift on IDs.
The 1960 Halloween came and the entire
department was called into work from 6
p.m. until at least 3 a.m., including me.
I manned the office and had a walkietalkie system of our own and the Harris
County S.O. dispatched us on their radios
when calls came in. Around midnight
I noticed a car pull up front and a high
school buddy, his girlfriend, and another
girl got out and came in. They were out
trying to find a pot of gold from clues put
out by a radio station- KENR I think and it
had led them to this area.

They needed a Pit Stop really bad and
remembered I was working. We talked a
little and they left to hunt for the pot of gold.
The next day, November 1st, 1960, I was
working again and about 1 p.m. my friend
from last night called and said his car was
overheating from the night before and
asked if I could give him a ride downtown
to pick up his girlfriend and take them to
her house out off Memorial Drive. I had
nothing better to do, the car was washed,
gassed and it was a beautiful day.
I got off at 3 p.m. and picked my buddy
up with the top down; off we went to
downtown Houston. When I got to Rusk
and Travis, I saw an HPD officer I knew
really well working traffic and he let me
park right on the corner (Truck Zone)
where the girlfriend would come out. At
4:30 p.m. she arrived with two other girls
and I was asked if I could drop them off
in the Heights on the way out. Now back
then if you had a convertible (ragtop)
you also had several colorful kerchiefs
hanging from the rear-view mirror for the
girl’s hair and the top was staying down
so they all got a kerchief.
I dropped them off and learned that the
one girl was from Brenham and here living
with the other girl’s family and working at
a bank Downtown. She was kind, quiet,
and very attractive. After dropping them
off we proceeded a couple of blocks
away to the Princess Drive-in at 15th and
Shepherd and got a beer. My buddy and
his girl said there was an Elvis show at the
Old Majestic Theater on Capital Ave.
downtown and they would like to go and
they would pay my way to take them.
“Here it comes.” I was not dating at the
time and they suggested I call and ask
one of the girls I had just dropped off if she
would like to go see a movie. I chose the
girl from Brenham whose name was Mae,
she was quiet and cute and had great
legs. I called and told her the movie was
Blue Hawaii starring Elvis and she agreed
to go. It was a nice date and we enjoyed
the movie as we both were Elvis fans.

Continues on Page 14
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April, May, and June 2018
Thursday, April 5, 2018
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, April 12, 2018
HPOPS Board Meeting
Thursday, April 12, 2018
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting

NOTE; SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2018, IS THE HPROA
HOUSTON REUNION AT THE HPD POLICE ACADEMY,
10AM-2PM. PLAN NOW TO ATTEND. SEE ARTICLE FROM
THE ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER DETAILS.
Thursday, May 3, 2018
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, May 10, 2018
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, May 10, 2018
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
FRIDAY, MAY 18, ANNUAL POLICE WEEK RECEPTION
FOR FAMILIES OF THOSE HPD OFFICERS WHO LOST THEIR
LIVES IN THE LINE OF DUTY. HOSTED BY THE HPROA, THE
HPOU, AND THE HPD HONOR GUARD.
Thursday, June 7, 2018
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, June 14, 2018
HPOPS Board Meeting
Thursday, June 14, 2018
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Continues from Page 1
With that being said, Gause also stated the Board of Trustees
very much want to continue to strengthen the Burial Fund’s
general fund and reserve accounts so that the benefit may
steadily rise in future years.
After these general discussions on the state of the Burial Fund,
action was taken on the two amendments. What follows is a
general description of these amendments. The exact wording
appears in previous issues of this publication.
Amendment 1 passed unanimously. Members will now
become paid up lifetime member upon actually retiring from
the department.
Burial Fund members who have already obtained a
lifetime membership under previous versions of these
bylaws retain their lifetime membership.

After consideration of the amendments, the annual
meeting of the membership was adjourned and the 1st
regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was called to
order. Jay Gause, Kathy Carey, John Kitto, Glenn Juenke,
and Jim Bollig were elected to the offices of president, 1st
V.P., 2nd V.P., treasurer, and secretary, respectively.
The Board of Trustees is looking for active officers to
consider for future trustee position vacancies.
The Board of Trustees then voted on the following schedule
for board meetings on Thursdays in 2018: March 8, May
10, and October 11 at 11a.m. at the KofC Hall at 607 E.
Whitney and on September 6 at 12:30p.m. at the HPOU
Board of Directors room at 1600 State Street. The meeting
was then adjourned.
For information or comment email jay.gause@ctrcc.com.

Amendment 2 was unanimously tabled. It was tabled
because 501(c)(9) rules regarding tax reporting
requirements need further study.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

Jay Gause
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As a child, I always dreaded when a
teacher asked the class what they
wanted to be when they grew up. My
parents had taught me the importance of
telling the truth, so I would always respond
that I didn’t know. When the entire class
seemed to know what they wanted to
be, it made me feel like something must
be wrong with me because I didn’t know.
So, I prayed that God would guide and
show me what I wanted to be when I
grew up. One day before watching The
Adventures of Superman, the announcer
said, “Superman fights a never-ending
battle for truth, justice and the American
way”. The words of Superman’s theme
really influenced me that day, and I knew
I wanted to be Superman.

Recently a former high school student in
Florida went on a shooting rampage at
Marjority Stoneman Douglas High School.
The gunman killed 17 students and faculty
members while a Broward County deputy
waited outside the school in safety. In
fairness, I have never been confronted
with anything like what happened in
Broward County, but if I had, I would like
to think I would have went in and tried to
stop the killing. During my career, I have
witnesses many instances where Houston
police officers have taken immediate
action to protect innocent victims. When
thinking about the deputy that took no
action William Shakespeare’s quote
came to mind: “Cowards die many times
before their deaths; the valiant never
taste of death but once.”

Superman stood for, “truth, justice and
the American way” and that became my
theme. I never got to wear Superman’s
costume and cape, but I did get to
wear the blue uniform of the Houston
Police Department (HPD). Wearing the
police uniform, I almost felt indestructible.
Realistically, I knew I wasn’t indestructible,
but I strongly believed a quote by Texas
Ranger Bill McDonald: “No man in the
wrong can stand up against a fellow
that’s in the right and keeps on a-comin’”
I vowed I would not back down in doing
my job and if attacked, I would continue
to fight until the end. Since God had
shown me what I wanted to be when I
grew up, I promised to hold true to the
virtues of “truth and justice”.

On April 13, 1967, members of HPD
Class no. 34, hit the streets of Houston as
probationary police officers. It didn’t take
long to experience my first encounter
with the dangers of being a police officer.
On May 16, 1967, with barely a month of
experience, me and several other police
officers were fired upon as we entered
the Texas Southern campus. Houston
Police Officer Bobby Blaylock had been
wounded by sniper fire at 11:30 p.m.
and we moved in immediately. We were
under fire from snipers until approximately
11:35 p.m. The shots were coming from
the upper campus dormitory windows.

Until that day, I had never faced gunfire
and I was scared beyond description.
What I remember the most about that
night was our scramble to find cover
and then running toward the dormitory.
The bravery exhibited by the officers
on that night made me very proud. No
Houston police officer cowered down,
they ran toward the gunfire. Someone
once said, “You can cower down and
wait for the storm to pass or learn to
dance in the rain.”
As we were making arrests, I learned that
my classmate and friend Officer Louis R.
Kuba was shot in the head during the
exchange of gunfire. At about the same
time Officer Kuba was hit by gunfire,
Officer Dale Dugger was wounded when
a bullet grazed his right cheek. It is believed
this was the same bullet that struck Officer
Kuba. During the grieving process of
losing a friend and valiant police officer,
my thoughts of being indestructible were
almost gone. I vividly remember when
the police officers were under fire, they
acted valiantly. They knew they were in
the right and in the words of Ranger Bill
McDonald, they kept on a-comin’. On
that night and early morning hours I saw
what is expected of a Houston police
officer and despite the loss of a friend
and classmate, I was extremely proud to
be one of Houston’s finest.

Continues on Page 13
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Engraved over the entry to the PaducahCottle County courthouse, in Texas,
are the words, “THERE IS NOTHING
SO POWERFUL AS TRUTH”. When this
courthouse was built, they understood
the importance of “truth” in the pursuit of
“justice”. Wayne gave me permission to
share his photograph with our readers.

Truth
was
very
important
to
Lieutenant McCafferty and many
other supervisors, who I am sure our
members can remember.

Continues from Page 12

In February of 2018, a lady contacted
me regarding some murder investigations
she was writing about. She had done
a tremendous amount of research
regarding the murders that occurred in
1985. Talking with this lady brought back
many memories of those investigations
and my partner at the time, Dan McAnulty.
Together, we worked on the murder
cases with two outstanding homicide
detectives, Paul C. Motard and C. Steve
Arrington many other outstanding police
officers. Together, we fought a neverending battle for truth and justice. While
looking over the police reports and
reviewing our investigations, I realized
how fortunate I was to have chosen a
career in HPD. The lady is writing a novel
and shared some of the chapters in her
book with me. I will not go into any other
details and will wait for the publication
of her book, but I really liked what I have
read. The lady’s quest was to make sure
everything she wrote was true.
Since almost my entire career was spent
in investigations, an inordinate amount
of time was spent seeking the truth. In
thinking about the importance of truth
I remembered a courthouse photo
taken by my friend, retired homicide
detective Wayne Wendell.

When our forefathers rebelled against
the injustices of the King of England,
they each signed the Declaration
of Independence. They knew the
king would view their act as treason,
which was punishable by death, yet
they proudly signed the document.
These words were written above their
signatures, “we mutually pledge to
each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and
our sacred Honor”. Our forefathers risk
all they owned, including their lives, for
“justice”. Justice would become one of
the cornerstones of America. Benjamin
Disrael, former Great Britain Prime
Minister (1804-1881) is quoted as saying,
“I say justice is truth in action”.
When I worked for Lieutenant J. R.
McCafferty it was understood he
would support any officer who made a
mistake and told the truth, but he would
not tolerate any officer who lied about
what had occurred.

As I look back in time, I take great
pride in my career as a Houston
police officer. The risks we took, as
Houston police officers, just made
the job more exciting and we
never thought about the dangers.
However, my son followed in my
footsteps and is currently an HPD
sergeant in the North Command.
The risks current police officers
endure daily in fighting their neverending battle for “truth, justice, and
the American way” scares me. And,
I know they don’t have the same
support we enjoyed while doing our
jobs. Hope you enjoyed my thoughts
about the importance “truth”
played in our quest for “justice” in
our great country America.
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“All His Enemies”

Written by “Fallen Heroes of the
Bayou City” author Nelson J. Zoch,
Retired HPD Homicide Lieutenant.
Investigated by HPD’s Retired
Homicide Detective Dan McAnulty.

A true crime story involving 2 Murders,
an Attempted Kidnapping, and other
Felony Crimes covering a span of 16
years from Houston to the Arizona
desert and back to an East Texas
Bible College .

Now available on Amazon or at
CallofDutyPublications@hotmail.com

We drove up there to meet with them and
I was to ask for permission to marry their
daughter (Yes, we did things like that back
then). They were a ways out in the country
and the roads ran out of blacktop long
before reaching the gate to the farm. I
had to slow to 10-12 miles an hour to keep
from kicking up the rocks on the road and
knocking holes in my muffler.

I stood there for a minute not quite
knowing what to do or say and he
promptly asked for me to climb over
and bring him a small block and
tackle and told me I was just in time to
help pull the calf. Well that answered
my question of what I was to do.
“Oh wow-- another new learning
experience” and me without a
change of clothes. “Well” I did what
he asked, and also had a little handson experience with that cow, and
the calf emerged alive and well.

Continues from Page 10
The next day my buddy called again and
asked if I would take him out to his girl’s
house after work as his car was still down. I
agreed and again off we went, top down
out to his girl’s house, deep in Memorial
Drive area. We got there about 6:30 p.m.
and were met at the door by his girl and
“the girl named Mae”. I was advised his
girl’s parents had gone out of town and we
had the place to ourselves—how do you
say “SET UP”… apparently Mae was not a
part of it, she acted as surprised as I was, so
in we went. The record player was top-ofthe-line and the records all the latest 50’s
music. I was still living at home with very
low room and board and the only strings
attached for me were to be home by
12:30 a.m., sober, unaccompanied and
quiet. By midnight I excused myself and
explained why. She walked me to the car
and I enjoyed the first kiss of the person I
would spend the next 56 years of my life
with and I am still with. Our relationship
determined my move back to HPD and
application to the Police Academy Class
#25 beginning in November of 1961 and
graduating in March of 1962. I went back
to Records on nights with a small raise
and Mae and I planned a June 10th, 1961
wedding, 4 months before the academy
that I was accepted to.
Now you remember from the previous
writing I was a city boy from New Jersey,
and here I am wanting to get married to
a country girl from Brenham, Texas whose
parents were farmers and whom I had
met a couple of times when we went
up to go dancing at one of the several
dance halls up there.

This was quite an old house built to
accommodate the breezes and had
wood-burning heater stoves and
butane cooking stove. This was my first
encounter with rural America and
after meeting Mae’s mom and being
shown around I immediately liked her
mom. They were of German heritage
and still had an accent. They both
worked the land and raised cotton
and corn, plus a small personal
vegetable garden. They had cows,
pigs, chickens, and in fact her father
was down in the corral helping a cow
deliver a calf at that time.
Now I was up there to ask for her hand
in marriage which I mentioned to her
mom and she promptly smiled and
referred me to the corral and Mae’s
dad. I was wearing dress Lee jeans, a
nice shirt, and fairly new ostrich skin
boots (light tan) you know hoping
to impress her folks. Most of you
probably know what a corral consist
of and a cow trying to calf. This was
a first for me. I found her father in the
corral ankle-deep in mud and cow
stuff with his hands where I did not
know you could or should put them.

Her dad and I leaned up against the
fence and made some small talk and then
he asked why I had come down. I tried
to explain how I loved his daughter and
that we wanted to get married. This was
a couple of months before the wedding
date and after he asked what I did for a
living and I explained my acceptance in
the Houston Police Academy he looked
at me and said I think that calf we just
pulled will be just right for butchering for
the wedding reception, which I took for
a yes and for permission to marry. About
that time Mae and her mom came down
with a couple of cold beers for all of us
to celebrate the calf and engagement.
(Wow that was an experience) “Note”
that corral stuff cleaned off of those boots
with only a little elbow grease and were
none the worse off.
I am going to cut it off for now to keep it
from getting too long, Part III will cover the
finale of a young man, just married, and
being accepted into the HPD Academy.
Doug Bostock
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The Punt Gun

This, when taken in conjunction with
ever increasing demand supplied by the
increasing number of market hunters,
eventually became devastating on the
bird populations.

By M. D. Beale, Jr.
The most striking “sporting” firearm ever
developed is the “punt gun”. Its name
comes from the relatively small “punt”
boat used as a platform. These huge
shotguns were developed by market
hunters sometime in the early 1800’s as
far as I can tell, and were/are used worldwide in one form or another.

Even when punt guns were not used, the
repeating shotguns where efficient and
productive in the hands of a good wing
shot over live decoys and/or baited fields.
The numbers taken often exceeded what
the punt guns could do on a daily basis.

In the U. S. the high demand for meat
for food and feathers for ladies fashion
designs fueled the waterfowl market until
it was slowly curtailed in the late 1800’s/
early 1900’s in an effort to keep waterfowl
from going the way of the passenger
pigeon [now extinct] and the American
bison [almost exterminated].

Legislation and changing social demands
slowly put the market hunters out of
business. Around 1900, I think, Canada
and the U. S. signed a treaty to not allow
the birds to be shipped back and forth.
The states slowly started enforcing the
local and federal bag limits and laws.
The processed birds were prohibited from
being shipped across state lines. By WWI
large scale market hunting was slowing
down and the 1918 federal regulations
finished it off for all practical purposes.

Efficiency is the name of the game with
any business enterprise.
Waterfowl
market hunting was no different. The punt
gun made sense when it could produce
the most product in the shortest period of
time with the least cost.
These guns were/are used mainly along
the coast tidal areas. While pretty much
banned at the state level by 1860, I don’t
think there was much enforcement for
another thirty or forty years.
There are some misconceptions about
what could actually be accomplished
with a single shot muzzleloader of this
size. It was pretty much literally one shot
a day. These huge, heavy [250 lbs] old
flintlock and percussion punt guns had
to be loaded on land, then carried and
placed in a shallow draft boat, then
paddled, poled, sculled and/or drifted
close enough to the birds.
Once the shot was made then the cripples
had to be caught and dispatched, and
all the birds gathered up, processed,
then packed in barrels and shipped
immediately to market.

U. S. punt gunners often worked in groups
and coordinated their shots on huge
single rafts of birds as they rose from the
water. No doubt hundreds were taken at
a time using these methods.
Even using these tactics I think it’s doubtful
that a dent was made in the tremendously
vast U. S. wildfowl multi-million population
of early America by the earlier market
hunters using muzzleloaders of any size
during any age.
However, when the punt guns were used
in conjunction with the breech loading
double barrel with brass shells, and later
the Winchester pump shotguns and the
Browning A5 semi-auto with 4 or 5 shot
magazines the number taken increased.

Punt gunning in Britain, on the other hand,
has survived as a sport. There are about
50 Punting Licenses still active today. It is
a very regulated and highly stylized sport
in keeping with the most conservative
British traditions of “good form” and
sportsmanship.
It’s a solitary sport –
man, boat, punt gun and game – and is
practiced in the rural coastal tidal waters
of the British Isles.
A single waterfowl birdshot pellet doesn’t
care what size of gun it comes out of –
or how many other shot come out with
it. The laws of physics dictate that at
any reasonable velocity the maximum
practical effective range on live
waterfowl ends somewhere around the
60 yard mark.
It is extremely hard to float within 60 yards
of a raft of ducks. Today if the ducks
move before the shot is made, they are
not pursued but left alone.

Continues on Page 18
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

APRIL

MAY

4, 1937		
Ben L. Roberts
10th			 Eveonne Sanders			
14, 1934		
Jimmie Watson
17th			
Barbara Harlan
17, 1937		
Fred Walschburger
18, 1934		
Richard Delano
19, 1954		
A.H. and LaVerne Pivonka
20, 1929		
Albert H. Pivonka
21, 1938		
Antoinette Vento
21st			
Patricia I. Lynch
24, 1960		
Tommy and Pat Mitchell
24, 1970		
William L. and Kathryn Panzer
27, 1957		
Dorothy and Ben Roberts

1, 1954		
Carey Ledet
10th			John Harlan
13th			Patsy Whitehead
15th			Susan Hightower
17th			Darolyn Langhorne
24, 1968		
Mary and Albert Nichols
25, 1940		
Richard L. Summer
26, 1944		
Carole Ann DeFoor
28, 1955		
Debbie and Paul Artz
31, 1945		
Carolyn Maniscalco

Ron Walker

281-205-9623
Ronald.Walker@LibertyMutual.com

(713) 628-6086
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Star * Dot * Star Computer Consulting
(In business since 1992)

Computer Repairs, Malware and Virus removal
Networking and Printer install, Data Recovery and more!

Ed Cuccia

Membership Application and Benefits
information on page 25

713.974.0074
edcuccia@star-dot-star.biz
www.star-dot-star.biz
HPD RETIRED Class of 78 		

Don’t trust your computer to a stranger!

MOBILE COP SHOP
Mobile Cop Shop

SINCE 1990

SUPPLIES FOR THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
mobilecopshop.com - for schedule
SPRING, TEXAS
(281) 353-5329

J.R. KNOTT
MOBILE (713) 822-8160

Law Enforcement prices on
Smith & Wesson and Sig Sauer
Duplicate badges -full or wallet size
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Years go by, the details fade, but
the memories are ever present. For
instance, I am certain that many of
you were present for the Moody Park
Riot – I sure was. On that day - I don’t
remember the exact date – you
know “details.” I do recall it was in
the ‘70s. I was assigned to the Traffic
Enforcement Division on the Evening
Shift. I had the Evening Shift while
Lieutenant Jim Goodman had Day
Shift. We each had responsibility for
the Motorcycle Detail. Capt. G.E.
Rowell came into our office from a
command staff meeting to inform us
to prepare for a march/demonstration
north on Main Street, out North Main
to Hogan, east to Fulton and north to
Moody Park. All this brought on by
incidents that upset certain folks but
that led mostly to local talk.

The problem was outsiders who
came in from out of town, fanned the
flames, and here we were going north
on Main. It was decided early on that
the Motorcycle Detail was ideal for
escorting the march as they could
ride either side, taking little space
and moving quickly as needed.
Well, in the ‘70s, the Solo Unit was
comprised of mostly veteran officers.
They were great for the assignment
as this was not their first rodeo. Many
were military veterans and unshaken,
plus quick thinking. Anyway, as we
proceeded north on Main, the yelling,
chanting, and screaming intensified.
Folks on the sidewalks downtown
were taken back by all the racket.
Then it happened.

Memories

All of a sudden, as if on cue, the entire
solo unit all revved their engines (all
Harley Davidsons, very loud) and
the ensuing noise bouncing off the
tall downtown buildings from those
engines drowned out all the fuss. I
noticed folks on sidewalks smiling –
so was I. By then, we had cleared
the bayou and continued north on
Main and on to Moody Park. The
rest you recall, especially if you were
in attendance, the fire vehicles with
bullet holes, the damaged police
vehicles, and injured officers, the
arrests and so on. Things finally settled
down but never will the memories of
the Solo Detail and their super escort
ever fade.
See you at the next HPROA meeting.
Till nxt time,
E.J.

Continues from Page 15
It can take several days effort before a
successful shot can be made.

[There’s currently a 20 bird daily limit on
snow geese in the U. S.]

Modern punt guns are breech
loaded with big hand loaded shells.
The maximum legal bore size is 1.75
inches. The modern pattern made
by about 16 oz. of BB or BBB non-toxic
shot only opens up to 6 or 8 feet wide
at 60 yards. A punter may make eight
or nine outings a year and fire maybe
4 shots netting an average of about
16 birds per shot.

Well, what goes around comes around.
Snow geese in Canada and the U. S.
today are extremely over populated
and are destroying huge areas of their
Canadian breeding grounds every
year. Legal hunting with large limits,
extended hunting seasons and few
restrictions on guns or equipment is the
only thing that’s had a measurable
effect at all. It appears that still isn’t
enough. More needs to be done.

Bob Spiers wrote an article, “Return of
the Punt Gun”, on the South Dakota
Hunting webpage back on July
12, 2015, suggesting the return to
licensed and taxed commercialized
market hunting of snow geese to help
bring the exploding population under
control before an epidemic destroys
the whole snow goose population
and as well as other birds using the
same breeding area.
I for one think that would be terrific
idea!
Maybe the Punt Gun will,
indeed, make a comeback. I might
even buy one if I can find one. Stay
safe and I’ll see you at the range or
in the field.
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Need hearing aids?
Does your Cigna® card look like this?
If so, CALL TODAY!

No Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee!

myCigna.com

City of Houston Employees,
Retirees & Spouses!
Administered by Cigna Health and Life Insurance Co.
Coverage Effective Date: 01/01/2015

Group: 0000000
ID:
0000000
Name: John Doe

PCP Visit:
Specialist:
Hospital ER:
Urgent Care:

Network Coinsurance:

In:

Network Savings Program

That’s Right...

If you have Cigna insurance you are eligible for the best pricing
available. Some Cigna plans even cover the full cost of hearing aids!

Miracle-Ear ® understands how confusing it can be to navigate health insurance, that’s why when you come
in for your free appointment our friendly staff will check your benefits for you!
Even if you don’t have Cigna, many other plans including plans through: Airline Companies, Aetna, Anthem BCBS,
BCBS, Blue Cross and Blue Shield Federal plan, Coventry, Mail Handlers… and many others also offer hearing aid coverage!

Call for an appointment
at one of our convenient
Houston area locations:

281-201-1699

Baytown • 1109 W Baker Rd, Ste C
Conroe/The Woodlands • 8000 SH 242
Katy • 1575 W. Grand Pkwy S.
Kingwood • 1202 Kingwood Dr.
League City • 184 Gulf Freeway S.

Memorial City • 833 Frostwood Dr.
Meyerland • 9953 S. Post Oak Rd.
Sugar Land • 15910 Lexington Blvd.
Willowbrook • 17284 Tomball Pkwy.

Visit us online: www.Miracle-Ear-Houston.com

Promo Code: 39TO2017

Cigna Ad Houston Police Assoc. V2 BW 10-07-2016.indd 1

10/7/16 11:26 AM

Chrysler • Jeep • Dodge • Ram

Call President Alan Helfman

President Alan Helfman
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By Anthony Kivela

Yes, politics was then, and still is, a nasty
business.

I will always remember the feeling of
euphoria when I received my letter in May
1976 from the City of Houston Civil Service
Director relating that I was selected to be
a member of HPD Class #75. I gave my
two-week notice to the fire department
where I was working, vacated our
furnished apartment, traveled to the big
city of Houston with my wife and young
daughter in tow (we grew up in the smaller
city of San Antonio!). We quickly rented an
apartment on Wirt Road in Spring Branch,
a nice place to live at the time, bought
furniture with the little savings that we had,
and then we dreamed of the opportunity
that presented itself. Life was good.

I can only imagine the stress inflicted on
the cadets who like me resigned from
their jobs to work for HPD, but yet many
unlike me enduring even more stress by
having to move here from out-of-state.
Houston was a growing city and had
to look nation-wide to fill up the cadet
classes. As I look back and recall the
strain inflicted upon my personal family,
it was a deep hole of uncertainty. We
journeyed to Houston as a family in a
car that over-heated on the gridlocked
Katy Freeway to apply for HPD, my wife
and toddler daughter patiently waiting
in waiting rooms the entire period while
the interviews, testing, and so-on were
underway. Sandwiches were packed for
our meals and kept in a small ice chest.
I saved our expense ledger to this day
as a memory, and we spent $58.00 on
those trips from our savings. In fact, more
money was spent on parking fees than on
gas or food since the Recruiting Division
was then at 1 Allen Center.

The HPD Layoffs of 1976
Dreams Shattered - Then Restored

Our class was scheduled to begin on June
7, 1976. Just after leaving the furniture
store with our purchase order in-hand, my
wife and I heard on the car radio that City
Controller Leonel Castillo refused to certify
funds for the upcoming HPD police cadet
class. We both wondered what that meant,
but it didn’t sound good at all. After getting
home, I immediately called the Recruiting
Division. They related that they were trying
to figure out what was happening as well,
but there was a lack of information. What
they did know was that the class was
“delayed” for an indefinite period of time.
Shortly thereafter, we received a letter of
explanation from the Recruiting Division
advising that the cadet class would not
start until the 1976 city budget was passed.
Little did any of us know that although
we were being told the budget had to
be passed before the start of the new
fiscal year on July 1, which was less than a
month away, we would be unemployed
for a significantly longer period of time. A
political battle was ensuring between the
City Controller and City Council. Week
after week, then month after month, City
Council further delayed the budget and
we remained “laid-off” even before we
formerly started working for HPD.

After being told of the class delay, the
other cadets and I went to countless
places looking for work, but no business
wanted to temporarily hire someone
who might be leaving in a few weeks.
Just when everything was seemingly so
bleak for my classmates and me, a few
saviors answered our prayers. Houston
Lighting and Power employees went
on strike for increased work benefits,
leaving their unmanned facilities facing
possible retaliation from strikers. Industrial
Security Services (ISS) hired dozens of
us future cadets, all of us of course
already vetted by HPD, as facility security
throughout Harris County. I was told ISS was
either managed or owned by a former HPD
Detective, Frank McCurry. I kept this savior’s
business card and attempted to reach out to
him for this article, but I couldn’t find him on
our HPOPS member site.

Others, including Council Member Louis
Macy, hired more future-cadets to work in
their businesses.
Finally, city council and the controller
stopped playing politics and our class started
three months after the initial start-date, on
September 13, 1976. If my memory serves me
correctly, amazingly every cadet reported in
suit and tie to 61 Riesner on the first day of class,
the then-location for the Police Academy.
That period of uncertainty brought us together
stronger as a team, and many of us remained
in-touch throughout our careers, having
celebrated our 20, 30, and 40 year reunions
together. In fact, at one period of time when I
was in SWAT, there were six members from our
class assigned to that unit together. Now, only
one classmate, Matt Fowler, remains on active
duty. But nevertheless, we’ll see each other
soon at our 45th class reunion on January 7,
2022. Cheers until then!
Anthony

EDITOR’S NOTE: As usual, HPROA’s Anthony
Kivela has “knocked it out of the park” with
this most informative article describing his
initial experience with HPD and the City of
Houston’s politics as they occurred in 1976.
Anthony submitted, along with his article,
five Houston Post or Chronicle articles to
backup his story. While space does not
permit those being included, the headlines
of those stories were as follows: (1) Castillo
(City Controller Leonel, at the time) Criticized
for Police Class Delay. (2) City Police Class
Affair Badly Bungled (This was an editorial by
the newspaper who apparently recognized
the incompetence of city hall at the time.
(3) Late Start is Hardship for New Cadet
(Could have been written directly about
someone like Anthony). (4) Police Training
Class is Postponed; Funds Lacking, and (5)
Police Class Delay Causing Hardships, City
Council Told. Those headlines very well
summed up what was going on at City Hall
then. IS IT ANY DIFFERENT TODAY IN 2018?
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The manager then pointed towards
another black male that was standing by
the magazine rack reading a magazine
and had a look on his face as if to say,
I’m just here to buy a magazine and go
home. I don’t know nothin about nothin.

The other suspect ran towards the
magazine rack and threw his pistol under
the rack and picked up a magazine and
was rapidly becoming very involved in
the magazine trying to ignore the gunfire
hoping the manager had forgotten about
him. Didn’t happen. As he was being
cuffed all he could say is that he had
nothing to do with the robbery, he just
came in to get a magazine. Yea, right.

A Robbery in Progress
We have so many talented writers for our
paper and ever so often when I read one
of their stories, it jogs my memory on an
incident that happened to me. The last
paper had an article in it that did just that.
I was working Accident division riding
in the northeast part of the city. A call
dropped of a robbery in progress at a
store on the corner of Crane and Wayne,
anybody that rode northeast knows
exactly the place I am talking about, that
is if it is still there.
When the call dropped I was only a few
blocks away. I pulled into the parking lot
and eased the front door open. There
was a Vietnamese standing behind
the counter with a pistol in his hands
pointing it a black male laying on the
floor. He saw me and motioned for me
to come in. Again, my mama didn’t
raise no fool. I told him to drop the gun
because when I come in I want to be
the only person holding a gun. He laid
the gun on the counter and yelling in
his broken English and pointing to the
black male on the floor. I slowly entered
the store and seen the black male he
was pointing at and there was money
lying all over the floor. The black male
looked at me with a look on his face as
if to say what the hell took you so long
to get here.

Other units arrived and both suspects
were cuffed and stuffed and it was
then I got the whole story. The wife of
the manager was working behind the
counter and had her baby lying on a
blanket on the floor near her. The two
suspects entered the store with guns
drawn yelling at her to give them the
money. Unknown to the suspects but
the woman’s husband was at the other
end of the store checking the stock
when the suspects entered the store.
The manager heard them yelling and
he pulled out his pistol and started
running towards the front of the store
as if he were leading the final charge
of Khe Sanh and firing his pistol at the
same time. One of the suspects had
a bag full of money and a pistol and
when he heard the gunfire he threw
his pistol and the money up in the air
and fell to the ground trying to get
out of the line of fire. The manager
had expended all 6 rounds in his pistol
but he seen the suspects pistol on the
floor so he picked it up and continued
firing at the suspect on the floor, who
at this time was crawling all over the
place dodging bullets.

When I was cuffing the first suspect I
noticed the palms of his hands were all
cut up and he had holes in his pants and
his knees were also all cut up. It was about
this time he had a sigh of relief look on his
face. He didn’t how close he came to
being taken to the morgue instead of jail,
or maybe he did.
After all the money was picked up that
was lying all over the store, I talked to the
manager about what happened. He
said he heard all the yelling and seen the
2 black males with pistols in their hands
and he came out from the back with his
pistol yelling and shooting. I brought it to
his attention that his wife and child were
in the line of fire but thank God he missed
them. He also missed the hijackers. I told
him he needs to spend a little time at the
range, which he agreed.

Human Resources Benefits
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
832.393.6000		 888.205.9266
benefits@Houstontx.gov
cityofhoustonbenefits.org

DELTA DENTAL
DHMO			 844.282.7637
DPPO			 855.242.1549
deltadentalins.com/
cityofhoustonbenefits.org

CIGNA
832.393.6000		
888.205.9266
800.997.1406
cityofhoustonserviceinquiries@cigna.com
mycigna.com

SUPERIOR VISION
800.507.3800
866.265.0517
superiorvision.com

Jim St. John
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Motorist Strikes, Kills Officer Roman
During a High Speed Chase on North Main
By Nelson Zoch
Michael Paul Roman was born on
September 24, 1966 in Houston. He
graduated from MacArthur High School
and was in the United States Army
Reserve for seven years, having served
his country as a veteran of Desert Storm
in the early 1990s. He served six months
in the desert and shortly after returning
home he joined the Houston Police
Department in Cadet Class No. 146 on
November 12, 1991. He took his oath of
office as a probationary patrolman on
May 6, 1992. His first assignment was to
the nightshift of the Radio Patrol Division.
He wore Badge No. 5068.
On Wednesday night, January 5, 1994,
Officer Michael Roman was on his night
off. However, with a small child and a
pregnant wife, Officer Roman was working
a voluntary overtime program on a 10
p.m.-1 a.m. shift. Earlier that same day,
he and his wife Suelema had learned that
their upcoming arrival would be a girl. Just
before 11:45 p.m., Officer Roman, riding
alone, heard the dispatcher put out a highspeed police pursuit situation involving
Central and North Shepherd Patrol units.
The latest information on the air said that
the chase was approaching North Main
and the 610 Loop and that officers were in
pursuit of a stolen vehicle.
As any officer would do, Roman began
driving in a direction that placed him in a
position to assist in any manner possible.
He was driving north on North Main at 28th,
with both visual and audio emergency
equipment
engaged.
However,
a
vehicle driven by Celia Rivas Quiroz was
westbound on East 28th and failed to
yield the right of way to the emergency
police vehicle, going through the Stop
sign controlling that intersection.

Ms. Quiroz entered the intersection, striking
Officer Roman’s vehicle. The point of
impact was just to the left of the center of
North Main, indicating that Officer Roman
likely saw the citizen’s vehicle at the last
second and veered left. However, the
right front of the Mitsubishi driven by Quiroz
struck the right front of Officer Roman’s
Chevrolet Caprice. His vehicle was turned
onto its left side. Taking a double blow,
it slid into a utility pole on the northwest
corner of North Main and 28th.
Roman was trapped inside his vehicle
and, upon the Accident Investigator’s
arrival just moments later, Houston Fire
Department paramedics were attempting
to extract him from inside. The HFD
personnel then rushed Roman to Ben
Taub General Hospital. But his injuries were
so severe that he was declared dead at
12:45 a.m. on Thursday, January 6, 1994.
He was twenty-seven years old. Other
paramedics also transported Celia Quiroz
to Northwest Memorial Hospital with nonlife-threatening injuries.
Officer Michael Paul Roman was survived
by his wife Suelema and daughter Mikaela,
aged two and a half. There also was the
unborn daughter that was later named
Marissa. Also mourning his sudden death
were his parents Miguel and Mary Roman, as
well as his sister Cynthia Roman and brothers
Raymond and Steven, all of Houston. Also
surviving were his grandparents, Mr. and
Mrs. Pablo (Ignacia) Roman of Somerville.
Brookside Funeral Home and Cemetery,
13401 Eastex Freeway at Lauder Road,
were in charge of arrangements. Visitation
was held at Brookside on Saturday,
January 8, 1994, from 9 a.m. until 9 p.m.
and continued on Sunday evening from 7
to 9 p.m. with a Rosary conducted during
that time. Funeral services were held at the
Second Baptist Church, 6400 Woodway,
at 11 am. Monday, January 10. Burial
followed at Brookside Cemetery.

Officer Roman had an extremely large
extended family at HPD. They were his
uncle, Public Service Officer Jose Garcia
Sr.(Community Services), his cousins,
Sergeants Rico Garcia, (Southwest Patrol)
Andy Porras (SWAT) and J. Garcia (Eastside),
and Officers D. C. Garcia (Northeast
Patrol), S. M. Garcia (Central Patrol), R.
Razo (Eastside Patrol), P. Razo (Southeast
Patrol), Armando Ordaz (Narcotics
Division), as well as Jail Attendant G.
A. Garcia, PSO Supervisor C. L. Garcia
(Dispatcher’s Office), Civilian Clerk D. S.
Gonzales (Personnel) and Administrative
Aide J. Espitia (Special Operations).
The accident scene was investigated by
Officers D. B. Houston and J. C. Wolfe. Their
thorough investigation revealed that the
suspect, whose intersection was controlled
by a Stop sign, stated that she stopped
and did not see or hear the emergency
vehicle until she was in the intersection.
She went on to say that she attempted to
turn to the right to avoid the collision, but
was unable to do so successfully.
A witness said that while he did not actually
see the collision, he did hear Officer
Roman’s siren prior to the collision. Another
witness arrived on the scene after the fact
and stopped to inform investigators that
Officer Roman had passed him with all of
his emergency equipment was functioning.
Accident Sergeant D. R. Hurd called in
Accident Officers D. F. Willis and R. Saenz to
assist in the investigation by reconstructing
the accident. They reviewed photos and
videotape of the scene as well as a “walkthrough” that they completed. There were
no skid marks from the suspect vehicle
and the gouge marks in the pavement
indicated that the point of impact was
over into the southbound lanes, as Officer
Roman had swerved in that direction in an
attempt to avoid the collision.

Continues on Page 26
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HPROA Benefits

In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired
officers to have the same type of organized representation that
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired
officers an official organization to represent them regarding
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits.
The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization.
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being:
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.
The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from
within its membership and answers only to the membership of
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?
Membership Benefits
I. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension
benefits
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by sponsoring reunions
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception
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IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of
deceased member
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607
E. Whitney.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
Family Assistance Unit:

Burial Fund:

Senior Police Officers Jennifer Smesny, 713-308-1237 and
Jorge R. Lucero, 713-308-1240.

713-308-1226. Leave message for someone to contact you.

If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center,
713-308-1500.

HPROA New Members - 2018
New Members Approved - February: Danny Barron, Armand
C. DeAlejandro, Ed Henrickson, David Omara, and Curtis
Scales. (5)
New Members Approved - March: Mitchel Miller, Patrick Breen,
Eric Brown, Edward Cavazos, Alvin Cooper, Francis DeVita, Troy
Duncan, Donald Elder, Russell Feusse, Matthew Furstenfeld,
David Harrell, Keith Heimann, Edward Hernandez, Andrew
Januhowski, Marc Johnson, Tony Le, Stephen Leatherman,
James Matuszewaski, Donald McKinney, Thong Nguyen, Frank
Ross, Norman Smith, Gary Swyden, Jimmy Thorp, Alan Watson,
David Wilhite, Francisco Zavala. (27)

Once again, the efforts of HPROA Membership Chairman Roy
McDonald has continued to show positive results. However, Roy
needs assistance and hopefully, with his guidance, the HPROA
Board has vowed to help him with phone calls in an effort to
contact known HPD retiree’s who have not joined HPROA.
Thanks again, Roy.
Associate Members - Sonny Dollar, sponsored by Doug Bostock,
and Kara Flores, sponsored by Louis Flores. Sonny was out of my
class #37 and left HPD for greener pastures after about 12-13
years. He later spent a number of honorably served years with
the Harris County District Attorney’s Office as an Investigator.
Welcome to Sonny and Kara.

Continues from Page 24
In summary, it was determined that the suspect failed to yield
right of way leaving a Stop sign and also failed to yield right
of way to an emergency vehicle. Investigators also determined
that Officer Roman, while likely exceeding the speed limit, was
operating within the law as he was running with full emergency
equipment in order to provide backup and assistance to other
officers. An assistant district attorney reviewed the investigation,
resulting in charges that were only the municipal charge of
failure to yield right of way (leaving a stop sign). This charge was
later settled in municipal court.
In 2004, Suelema Roman, who had been married to Michael
Roman nearly seven years, lived in the Spring-Klein area,
where her two daughters attend Klein schools. Mikaela was
thirteen years old and Marissa, born on May 4, 1994, nearly four
months after her father’s death, was ten. Suelema worked as a
substitute teacher for several years and was now employed in
the private sector.
Michael’s mother died in April 1994, just three months after
her son’s death. His father still resides in Houston in 2004. Sister
Cynthia lives in Houston and has three children, Michelle,
Christina and Leo. Brother Raymond, who had a son Jess, died
several years ago.

Brother Steven resides in Houston. Grandmother Ignacio Roman
died in 2003. Grandfather Pablo Roman is still living. As for the
extended HPD family, with the exception of Uncle Jose Garcia
Sr., who died in 2002, all of the cousins and surviving relatives are
still with HPD in some capacity. The only other exception is Jail
Attendant Gilbert Garcia, who became an officer with the HISD
Police Department.
Narcotics Sergeant Rico Garcia said in an interview that he is
the oldest of five brothers in law enforcement. Jose Garcia was
their father. Rico also advised on the night of this tragedy he
was on his way home when he heard on the police radio of
this fatality. Being the kind of person he is, he said that he said
a prayer for all officers as well as for his many relatives on the
department. A short time later, he was advised at home that the
fatality was his cousin Michael.
The stolen car involved in the deadly chase was eventually
stopped near Northwest Mall. The suspect was charged with
unauthorized use of a motor vehicle as well as resisting and
evading arrest. Two passengers also were arrested and charged
with resisting and evading while a third passenger was turned
over to juvenile authorities.
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Apparently due to privacy issues, John A.
Winters was not listed in HPOPS records,
but it is believed he retired from HPD.

The following Officers retired from HPD
and are still hopefully enjoying their
well-deserved retirements.
They are,
along with their years of service and
year of departure from HPD: Aubry D.
Bonds, 20, 1981; Carman M. Brumley, 23,
1984; Bennie D. Faulk, 34, 1995; Maxie
D. George, 21, 1982; Lee Hoffman, 20,
1981; Leonard M. Ignas, 30, 1991; Roy J.
Lecompte, 20, 1981; James D. Riley, 28,
1989; Morris D. Shofmer, 27, 1988; Paul K.
Spillars, 20, 1981; Bobby G. Stilley, 20, 1981;
Bill R. White, 34, 1995; James E. Wiggins,
35, 1996 and William L. Young, 21, 1982.

The Current History of HPD
Academy Class #24
Based on class members signing on with
the Burial Fund, this class graduated in
either February or March, 1961. There
were thirty-seven graduates. Those that
did not serve twenty years with HPD were:
Walter E. Plaster, L Skinner, Jr.,
I.
N.Carleton, H.E. Kennedy, D.L. Kuehn,
R.J. Roch, D. J. Walker, E.L. Freed, J.B
Coston, and A.B. Seifert.
Those Officers who served HPD for at least
twenty years but have since passed away
are, along with their years of service and
year of death: Thomas J. Buchanan, 20,
2007; Edward A. Campbell, 20, 2015;
James S. Coley, 21, 2016; Arthur M. Gibson,
22, 2014; Bobby E. Goodson, 39, 2010;
Robert T. Hill, 34, 1994 (passed away while
still an active Sergeant); Robert L. Horton,
27, 2012; Kenneth D. (KD) Porter, 21, 1986;
Gilbert E. Rosales, 21, 1993; Clyde V.
Tompkins, 34, 2003; John F. Trousdale, 23,
2002 and Wallace J. Zeringue, 20, 2016.

There were no LINE OF DUTY DEATHS from
this class. However, in 1964, two class
members were partners on the Night
Shift Radio Patrol working out of the Park
Place Substation. Roy Lecompte and K.D.
Porter received serious life-threatening
gunshot wounds while enforcing liquor
laws in a bar. Fortunately, both survived
their injuries. A Blue Heart Award story
was written by this author regarding that
incident. Porter had already retired as a
Detective in the Homicide Division and
passed away from natural causes in 1986
prior to this award becoming available.
Retired Officer Lecompte received his
Blue Heart Award from HPD. K.D.’s widow,
Mrs. Shirley Porter, accepted his Blue
Heart Award posthumously. A synopsis
of that incident is being published in this
same Retired Badge issue.

It appears that Senior Police Officer James
E. (Pinky) Wiggins served the longest with 35
years followed closely by Captain Bill White
and Sergeant Bennie Faulk with 34 years.
We thank all of these Officers for their
service and pray that their families and
survivors continue to be blessed.
Nelson J. Zoch
March 6, 2018

Killed in the Line of Duty
May

April
William Murphy		

April 1, 1910

Maria Michelle Groves

April 10, 1987

Paul W. Whitlock		

April 17, 1928

Bruno D. Soboleski

April 12, 1991

Jack Billy Beets

April 30, 1955

Cuong H. (Tony) Trinh

April 6, 1997

Charles R. Gougenheim Jr. April 30, 1955
James F. Kilty 		

April 8, 1976

Jose A. Zamarron		

April 18, 1981

Daryl (Wayne) Shirley

April 28, 1982

Charles R. (Charlie) Clark April 3, 2003

Isaac Parsons		

May 24, 1914

Louis R. Kuba			

May 17, 1967

Kent Kincaid 		

May 22, 1998

Troy A. Blando

May 19, 1999

Alberto Vasquez		

May 22, 2001

Eydelman Mani		

May 19, 2010

Kevin Will			

May 29, 2011		
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WE REMEMBER

IN MEMORIUM
WITH PRIDE

MAY

APRIL
2, 2006

Paul S. Nix

19, 2011

Oscar Smith

1, 2003

Margaret McDonald

22, 2006

Ray G. Gartman

2, 2006

John C. Hall

19, 2011

Michael Chavez

2, 1987

John M. LeVrier

22, 2006

Ray G. Gartman

2, 2009

Robert G. Jeske

19, 2012

Billy D. Fain

2, 2011

Edwin B Wade

23, 2010

Harold E. Stephens

2, 2008

Donald “David” Baker

20, 1992

Walter Burkham

3, 2001

Earl B. Goodrum

24, 2015

Charlie Walter Paul

3, 2000

“Ed” Christianson, Jr.

20, 1984

R.B. Edwards

3, 2003

Vincent Grizzaffi, Sr.

26, 2015

Joe W. Lorentz Jr.

3, 2000

Eddie Pavlock

20, 2009

Thomas Bell

3, 2002

Guy D. Todd

26, 2009

Charles P. Anderson

3, 2009

Horace Givens Jr.

21, 1996

John Lisano III

4, 2008

William Young Jr.

27, 2011

Kenneth W. Ginn

4, 2002

Robert R. Caswell

21, 1998

James D. Ellis

5, 2002

John Trousdale

27, 2008

Paul H. Mauk

5, 1993

B.G. Noster

22, 2003

David J. Horn

7, 2010

Edward L. Jordan

28, 2009

William K. Ford

5, 2008

Walter E. Yargo

22, 2008

Richard Massey

8, 2005

Johnny G. Rocha

29, 1995

DeWitt Nickerson

6, 2010

James W. Brown

23, 2001

Margie Duty

8, 2006

Glen Carnes

29, 2005

Patricia L. Fawkes

6, 2010

Daniel B. Doetterl

23, 2010

Howard McNutt

8, 2013

Willard L. Walden

30, 2009

William E. Hamby

6, 2005

George Bourque

24, 2009

Lloyd Adams

10, 2008

Betty Lemoine

30, 2009

Ray L. Cantwell

7, 1993

E.E. Crowson

25, 2007

Ronald Cherrington

11, 2015

James Thomason

31, 1984

Annette Piazza

7, 1988

D. Criscione

26, 2007

Glen D. Cheek

13, 2001

Collier G. Wright

31, 1997

J.L. Kendrick

7, 2006

Bobby Jackson

27, 2001

Nathaniel Melder

13, 2003

James P. Paulk

31, 2004

Leo Michna

7, 2007

Jerry L. Pratt

27, 2009

Willis Goodrich

14, 2011

Austin Coleman

31, 2005

Orville Walker

10, 1985

E.A. Maughmer

27, 2009

Robert Blaylock

15, 2007

Gary N. Box

31, 2011

Luther W. Cook Jr.

10, 2009

Curtis M. Simmons

27, 2009

Jack Roberts

16, 2004

Joe Dugger

31, 2010

Dennis N. Richards

11, 2011

Willie T. Johnson

29, 2002

Thomas Yanchak

17, 2013

Fred Bankston

11, 2007

Hazel Tucker

29, 2013

Ned Newman

17, 2007

Max Allen Wright Sr.

12, 1991

Hamlin L. Ellisor

29, 2008

Robert Bartosh

18, 1989

E.R.(Dog) Dennis

13, 2005

James B. Woodruff

30, 1987

M.H. Singleton

18, 2003

Maurine Dietz,

13, 2009

Gene S. Cox

30, 2009

Larry Allen

18, 2012

Robert L. Olson

13, 2007

Harold Jordan

30, 2002

Ruperto Hernandez

18, 2010

Victor G. Gutierrez

13, 2004

Joseph F. Martino

19, 1998

Charles J. Lofland

14, 1995

R.B. Mize

19, 2007

Edward L. Horelica

14, 2014

Raymond Helton

20, 2002

R.F. Swearingen

15, 1990

Herman A. Zoch

20, 2004

Doris Ernest

15, 2003

Leroy Mouser

20, 2014

Joe R. Williams Jr.

16, 2004

Homer E. McCoy

21, 2005

Douglas E. Estes

17, 2002

Mary A. Felchak

22, 2002

Floyd Cobler

17, 2000

Faustino M. Perez

22, 2003

John J. Pineda

18, 2009

Lawrence Webber

22, 2007

Edward Horelica

19, 2000

T.H. Rollins

22, 2007

Leroy Rocha
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FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • DOUG BOSTOCK • RAY SMITH

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance.

January 2018
Phil Tippen: (1-10-18 nf) Phil has fallen a
couple of times recently, the last time
was yesterday causing a hairline fracture
in the pelvic area and bruising his hip
area badly. He will be seeing a surgeon
tomorrow for a plan going forward. Keep
Phil in your prayers.

He has now been moved to another
skilled nursing facility. He is now at
Vosswood Nursing Center located at 815
S. Vosswood, Houston, 77057. He is in
room #426B. Jim loves to receive calls or
visits from old friends. His phone # is 281610-1236.

Fred Eichholtz: (1-11-18rh) Pat Kainer
advised that when he arrived at Fred’s
home this morning for them to ride
together to the HPROA monthly meeting,
he found that Fred had just fallen and
had possibly broken his hip. He was
transported by ambulance to Methodist
Hospital in Katy where it was confirmed
that his hip was broken. A few hours later
Fred was moved by another ambulance
to St. Luke’s Hospital Medical Center
where surgery was performed. Fred has
been fighting Parkinson’s Disease and
last year had his left hip replaced and
he endured complications from that
operation. Now his right hip is broken.
He is in room #1805 at St. Lukes. UPDATE
(1-16-18rh) Judy, Fred’s wife, advised
that surgery was performed and was
successful. Fred hip was fractured.
However, he also shattered his femur
and a steel rod had to be installed. Fred
will require extensive rehabilitation and
therapy. He was moved to Concierge
Rehabilitation Center, 2310 Eldridge in
Houston. Please keep Fred and his family
in your prayers.

Tom Bradshaw: (1-21-18 nf) Eric Hillman,
HPD retired, reports on Facebook that Tom
had suffered a stroke, unknown when,
and is a patient at CHI hospital in Lufkin.
Tom is scheduled to be transferred to the
Winfield Nursing Home in Crockett where
arrangements for hospice will be made.
Please pray for Tom and his family. Please
refer to Facebook for more information.
NOTE: Tom passed away on January 22,
2018.

Jim Hudson: (1-13-19rh) Jim has been in
a hospital or skilled nursing center since
May due to complications with a broken
hip replacement and broken femur.

Doug Bostock (1-27-18 nf) Doug was
admitted to North Cypress hospital
Wednesday afternoon where a port was
inserted into a vein in his neck at 11PM
that evening and they began his blood
plasma transfer at midnight that was
completed at 3AM. He was up walking
the halls Thursday AM and now awaits
another treatment Sunday morning. This
morning he was having a breakfast and is
feeling fine. The original 5 treatments have
now been cut to 3 so continue to pray for
Doug’s improvement & full recovery. (122-18 nf) Doug will be admitted to North
Cypress Hospital, Hwy 290 & Huffmeister,
assuming a room becomes available.
He will undergo a type of treatment for
his myasthenia gravis disorder where they
will perform five blood plasma exchanges
over a 10 day period.

The exchange will take 3-5 hours. His
physicians felt that the side effects
of current treatments were hindering
his recovery and prescribed this new
procedure. Continue to pray for Doug’s
full recovery. Doug Bostock:(1-30-18 nf)
Doug was released this afternoon and
is now recovering at home. He is feeling
good but really tired after 3 plasma
exchanges since last Friday. He is thankful
for all calls, visits and prayers throughout
his hospital stay.
Phyliss Henson: (1-28-18 nf) Phyliss,
daughter of Sue Shelburne, has been
placed in hospice care. Phyliss, as
reported in previous updates, is in M.D.
Anderson and has continued to battle
cancer for many months. We pray that
God would grant her relief from any pain
and a peaceful journey home. Pray for
Phyliss and her loved ones. UPDATE: Phyllis
passed away on 2-1-18. Some members
donated blood and platelets recently to
help her in her fight. Our condolences to
Sue, her family and loved ones.
Bruce Music: (1-31-18rh) We visited with
Bruce at his home and delivered him a
motorized mobility scooter to him, which
was he was thankful to receive. Bruce
suffered a stroke several years ago and
was paralyzed on his left side. He was in
good spirits and enjoys hearing from old
friends. Please give him a call and keep
him and his wife Fran in your prayers.

Continues on Page 30
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DEATHS DURING THE MONTH
OF JANUARY 2018
Dale Allen Van Ness,
January 9, 2018
,
Wilfred W. Bell,
January 18, 2018
Sherwood “Tom” Bradshaw (Member),
January 22, 2018
Richard W. Zipp,
January 30, 2018

James 3:18 Peacemaker who sow
peace, reap a harvest of righteousness

February 2018
Bobbie/Caroline Foster: (2-9-18 nf) We
visited with Bobbie by phone today
and he reports that he and Caroline
both have multiple health issues that
keeps them mostly confined to their
home with the exception of visits to
their various doctors. Bobbie is able to
drive to the Woodlands or Tomball to
their physicians. He invites us all to lift
up our prayers for he and Caroline.
Jim Hudson: (2-11-18 nf) Jim called
to report that he had moved from
the Vosswood Rehab Center to
Health South Rehab Center at 13031
Wortham Center Dr, in the Hwy 290
and FM 1960 vicinity. Jim indicated
that a supplemental insurance had
kicked in and assisting for a few weeks
with more therapy. He is improving
daily and hoping to go home soon.
Give him a call at 281-610-1236. Lift
Jim up in your daily prayers.

Steve Hendricks: (2-11-18 nf) Steve
fell at the rehab facility, recovering
after a kidney transplant, and broke
one leg in two places and also the
other leg along with some cracked
ribs. He was transferred back to
Methodist Transplant Unit because of
the transplant drugs and all that goes
with it. They cannot operate now due
to the blood thinners he is on so they
give him morphine for the pain and
he is having bad reactions to the
pain meds. He is now in Room 703,
Dunn West. Steve needs our prayers
often. UPDATE: (2-14-18 nf) Jean,
sister of Hendricks, reports that Steve
had been sleeping a lot and when
awake he was somewhat confused.
A decision was made to move ahead
with the surgery. He went into surgery
but it was cancelled when surgeons
found that fracture blisters had formed
along one or more of the fractures.
This is an uncommon occurrence
but does happen in some cases and
can take up to two weeks to heal but
must be treated before any surgery.
Continue to lift up prayers for Steve.
Ron Wizinsky: (2-18-18 nf) Ron was
admitted to the Conroe Regional
Hospital today with an early diagnosis
of a stroke with some facial paralysis.
Currently, he is in the emergency
room waiting for a patient room and
could be transported to the Medical
Center later. We will update but in
the meantime we need to lift up our
prayers for Ron.
Ray Valenta: (2-19-18 nf) We visited
with Ray by phone this morning and
he reported that over the weekend
he went to Herman Hospital,
Sugarland, and diagnosed with Bell
Palsy that has effected his face and
eye. He is wearing an eye patch and
being treated with meds & will see his
primary this afternoon. Keep Ray in
your daily prayers.

Fred Eicholtz: (2-22-18 nf) Kainer reports
that he assisted in getting Fred out of
Rehab and back home yesterday. He
states that Fred is able to walk with a
walker at a slower pace but is actually
recovering very well. Give praise and
thanks to the Lord.
Forrest Turbeville: (2-24-18 nf) Forrest
is scheduled to undergo eye surgery
at
Methodist
Hospital,
Medical
Center, next Friday, March 2. In his
first appointment with his surgeon on
Thursday, Feb. 22, after examination,
stated that it was imperative that a
portion of the eye be removed asap
to avoid eminent major complications
with the eye.
Tony Vento: (2-28-18 nf) Nelson Zoch
reports that Tony suffered a heart
attack last evening and was admitted
to St. Luke’s hospital, Medical Center.
Tony indicated that he had suffered
some damage to his heart. Lift up
those prayers for Tony & medical
staff. UPDATE: Tony, who has had
two open hearts surgeries through
the years, had four arteries with 80%
blockage or more. They did four
stents on Tony that same day. He is
at home recuperating. He had been
providing home care for this wife
Antoinette, who for several years has
been suffering from memory issues.
Keep both Tony and Antoinette in
your prayers as well as their children
who are assisting.
Doug Bostock: (2-28-18 nf) Doug
was admitted to North Cypress
Hospital, Huffmeister & Hwy 290,
last night through the E,R. for loss of
balance & direction and heaviness
of legs. He will have a series of tests
throughout the day to determine
causes. Lift up your prayers for Doug
and medical staff.

Continues on Page 31
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DEATHS DURING THE MONTH
OF FEBRUARY 2018

Dean X. Ryan A (Member),
February 26, 2018

Richard A. Blevins (Member),
February 7, 2018

Michael D. Wells,
February 27, 2018

John Henry Cloyes (Member),
February 19, 2018

James 3:18
Peacemaker who
sow peace, reap a harvest of
righteousness.
Isaiah 41:10 Do not fear, for I am with
you; do not be dismayed, for I am
with you; I will strengthen you and
help you, I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand
“May your faith be greater than your
fear”

PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters,
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Our Committee Members are:
Forest Turbeville		 281.356.8800

Ron Headley

Nelson Foehner		

281.351.4669

Doug Bostock		

Ray Smith 			

281.731.1588

Pat Kainer

		713.253.5749
281.890.7610

		281-642-6645

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this
newspaper. Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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See us online at

www. hpdre t ire d .c om

Prepare your family for their financial future
by signing them up for membership today.

713.986.0200 • 800.927.8707 • HPCU.coop

