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Legislative Committee Report

The Texas Legislature, by the Texas Constitution, is in official 
session for 140 days, every two years, on the odd number 
year.  Therefore, the 86th Session began on January 8, 2019, 
and will finish, or “sine die,” on Monday, May 27th, which 
also is Memorial Day, the National Holiday.  Some say that 
the Legislature  cannot function properly in such a short 
time, and others have said that it is too long, and a lot of 
bad legislation gets passed.  It has been quoted that the 
“Texas Legislature should be in session only 2 days ever 140 
years,” which would eliminate all the chaos that goes on 
in the both the Senate and the House of Representatives. 

Irregardless, your Executive Director, Anthony Kivela, and I 
will be there, have been there since the session began, to 
monitor the pieces of legislation, or bills, that have been 
introduced by all of the elected officials in both Houses.  
We are especially on guard for that legislation, or bill,  that 
would impact on our current pension law, passed in the 
85th Session.

As of March 16th, the 86th Session has been convened, 
or in session, for 68 days.  The first 60 days of the session, 
no bills can be heard on the floor of the House or Senate, 
and the pieces of legislation have really just begun to be 
up for public hearing in the committees.

As of March 15, there were 4,644 bills filed by the House 
Members, and 2,447 bills filed by the Senate, for a total 
7,091 bills.  This does not include the many Resolutions that 
have been  filed in both houses.

In doing a word search on  the words “pension, or 
retirement plans,”  there were 337 bills that contained 
these words.  Many were filed to make changes in the 
State Pension Plans, i.e., Teachers Retirement System, 
Employees Retirement System, and others.

However, our attention became directed to 2 bills 
in particular, SB 1335 and SB 2429, which were filed 
by our longtime nemesis, Senator Paul Bettencourt.  
SB 1335 is a state wide bill that wold allow certain 
municipalities to control local public retirement 
systems, taking away state oversight.  SB 2429, also 
a state wide bill, would allow certain municipalities 
to institute a Defined Contribution pension system 
by passing an Ordinance or Rule, which would 
have certain employees, or groups,  to be given 
a contribution, not a full benefit.  This would spell 
the demise of our Defined Benefit Plan over time.  
It is apparent that Senator Bettencourt is being 
directed in this effort by Bill King, candidate for 
Mayor of Houston.

These bills will be heard in the Senate’s State Affairs 
Committee, eventually, and we will begin  all out 
effort to kill these bills.  An intense campaign will 
start by contacting all of the members of the State 
Affairs Committee.

Recently in the Pension, Investments and Financial 
Services Committee we appeared at the  hearing 
for two House Resolutions, which were heard. Both 
of which would petition the U. S. Congress to repeal 
the Government Pension Offset and Windfall 
Elimination Plan.  Both of these federal laws allows 
police officers and firefighter to be penalized when 
they apply for Social Security, because we receive 
a government (city) pension, even though having 
paid the full amount into SS through extra jobs.  We 
both signed up in support of these resolutions, and 
your Executive Director testified in support.

By Bill Elkin
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ANTHONY KIVELA

Greetings to all HPROA members, 
and a huge and sincere thanks for 
your membership in this association!  
Contributing to your future by paying 
the moderate annual dues (which 
have never increased) empowers the 
HPROA, which is YOUR organization, to 
constantly work toward keeping what 
benefits that others over the years have 
fought the City of Houston (COH) and 
State Legislature for, in what seems to 
be, others’ frequent efforts to erode our 
benefits.  Rather than a lengthy feel-
good article, since there has been so 
much going on since the last edition, 
here are some important highlights.

WEP and GPO: 
There has been tremendous JUSTIFIED 
dissatisfaction from our members over the 
Social Security Act’s  Windfall Elimination 
Provision and Government Pension 
Offset, that I felt a separate article was 
warranted.  I testified on March 12, 2019, 
on TWO Concurrent Resolutions (HCR 19 
and HCR25) urging the Texas Legislature to 
send a strong message to Washington DC 
with the goal of repealing these two harsh 
measures.  See the WEP & GPO article 
inside this edition of the paper for more 
information on what we can collectively 
do in order to work on an eventual repeal 
or revision of these provisions.  

MEDICARE INCREASES:
It seems like every time the COH 
discusses insurance rates, retired and 
active officers alike are faced with an 
increase in premiums.  Certainly this is 
the case for retirees who come off of 
Phase-Down and are in the pre-65 gap 
period for Medicare.  Premiums are over 
$1,200. a month for those retirees with 
dependents.   Fortunately, Medicare 
subsidies paid by the COH have lessened 
the financial burden for retirees who 
subscribe to a COH Medicare plan and 
over the years these rates have been 
stable, with only slight increases, and in 
some cases, even slight decreases.   

Many retirees aren’t aware that the 
COH has funded 75% of our Medicare 
premiums, regardless of which one of the 
five COH Medicare programs our over-65 
members are enrolled in.

Please don’t kill the messenger here!  
For some time, we have been advising 
our HPROA members of a tremendous 
unfunded liability that the COH is targeting 
for reduction: “Other Post-Employment 
Benefits”, or “OPEB” for short.  At first this 
seems complicated, and it is until one 
masters the basic, and then advanced 
components of this strange term.  OPEB is 
not new to the bean-counters in society; 
in fact, it has been around for many years.  
But what is new as of a few years ago 
are the Federal government changes 
that came with a new standard that 
changed actuarial, or disclosed, OPEB 
practices.  All you need to know is that 
nationwide, OPEB is now in the forefront 
and cities everywhere are concerned 
with its required and reported unfunded 
liability, as well as its subsequent effect 
on cities’ credit ratings.  To the COH, that 
currently unfunded liability equates to 
over $2.4 Billion, and has a constant raising 
balance.  Without getting technical, your 
HPROA President Steve Rayne, Bill Elkin, 
and I have been meeting privately with 
City Council Members in order to educate 
them on OPEB.  More specifically, we 
are educating them on what we have 
found in a 185 page PFM Report that 
recommended reducing OPEB, as well 
as a subsequent Segal Consulting Report 
that proposes increasing Medicare rates 
as one way to reduce OPEB.

We have been working extremely hard to 
uncover these proposed future Medicare 
rate increases, and recently discovered 
what the direct impact would be on COH 
retirees should the Mayor and City Council 
approve these proposed increases.  At 
this point, all I can say is that we consider 
this a direct attack on COH retirees across 
all departments. 

Anthony Kivela, Executive Director

We have been, and will continue, to 
diligently fight to educate the city 
officials on what some bureaucrats are 
planning to force upon our members. We 
are confident that we have discovered 
“buried” information in one of these 
reports that specifically shows what rate 
increases are being planned, and it is 
not pretty.  We plan on explaining what 
direct measures that we have been 
taking to counter these increases during 
the April 25 HPROA Reunion.  I encourage 
all who are concerned about Medicare 
increases to attend that event.  I can 
strongly assert that we will not be silent 
on opposing these increases.  After all, 
weren’t we all told by the Mayor during 
his campaign that he wasn’t going to 
balance the books on the backs of the 
COH employees and retirees?

YOUR “PRIOR” EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND 
A LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – BILL ELKIN

Let’s talk about Bill Elkin for a while.  I 
consider Bill to be my mentor and we 
have ventured to Austin with each 
other thus far, on every visit there during 
this legislative session.   

Continues on Page 6



3

A Message from Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

According to my calendar, spring starts 
next week. Today is still winter and it is 
already 80 degrees outside. I think we only 
had two days of barely freezing weather 
this WINTER. I have been watching the TV 
news about the FEET of snow up north. 
Then I walk outside in my shorts and t-shirt 
to get the paper. I LOVE TEXAS!!

I wrote, in the last issue of the Retired 
Badge, about our by-laws requiring us to 
operate with a non deficit budget and, 
as always in the past, we did that again 
last year. Our by-laws also require us to do 
an annual review/audit of our finances. 
Again this year the Board of Directors of 
your HPROA discussed whether to hire 
an accounting firm to audit us (which 
costs thousands of dollars) or to do an 
internal review as we have done in the 
past. The Board voted unanimously for 
the review. The review was done during 
February by our current Treasurer Ed 
Aldridge, Sue Gaines, Bob Barnard and 
our new Parliamentarian Jim Bollig, who 
is a certified Fraud Investigator. The group 
found everything to be in order and Ed 
Aldridge reported this to our members at 
the March General Membership meeting 
on March 14, 2019.

Stephen Rayne, President HPROA
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The review group was very complimentary 
of the record keeping done by our Office 
Secretary Cathy Buckles who also helped 
with the review.

Starting late last year the HPROA Board 
of Directors began looking into the need 
for Association Professional Liability and 
Not for Profit Management Liability 
Insurance. We discussed this coverage 
with the Houston Police Officers Pension 
System (HPOPS) and the Houston Police 
Officers Union (HPOU). They both have 
had this insurance coverage for years 
and encouraged us to also get the 
coverage. We obtained bids from the 
same insurance providers that HPOPS 
and the HPOU use for their coverage.

Harco Insurance President, Josh Hargrave, 
attended two of our monthly Board of 
Directors meetings, and explained the 
coverage and answered our questions. 
After much discussion, the HPROA Board 
was unanimous in its vote to purchase 
the coverage from Harco Insurance for 
$2,700 per year.

Approximately 600 of our HPROA 
members have purchased Legal Defense 
Insurance that covers use of a firearm from 
the Texas Municipal Police Association 
(TMPA). Purchasing this coverage makes 
you a member of the TMPA and now also 
a member of the nationwide Fraternal 
Order of Police. The TMPA does not send 
out membership cards. The only way your 
membership had been acknowledged in 
the past was you received their magazine 
and a pocket calendar. They still send out 
their magazine but stopped sending out 
the pocket calendars unless you call them 
at 800-848-2088 and request one. The 
magazine is nice but the pocket calendar 
has the contact info you need if you are 
involved in a critical incident  involving 
your use of a firearm, and you need to 
contact them for legal assistance. I am 
including in this article the procedure the 
TMPA asks you to follow if you are a TMPA 
member and are involved in an incident 
requiring you to use a firearm.

1. Contact TMPA at 800-848-2088, 24/7.( 
If no answer here call answering service 
at 512-860-2908).

2. INSIST on a Garrity Warning before 
making a written or oral statement.

3. DO NOT speak to any criminal 
investigator without your attorney 
present.

4. If you are read your Miranda rights 
insist on speaking with your attorney 
BEFORE making a statement.

5. Write a detailed account of the 
incident for your TMPA attorney.

6. Allow your TMPA attorney to review all 
statements BEFORE they are submitted.

7. DO NOT SPEAK TO THE PRESS!!

I plan to put this info on our website and 
in the Retired Badge on a permanent 
basis.

A quick note: Last issue of the Retired 
Badge I told you all retiree firearm 
qualifications, at the HPD academy 
range, would be at the indoor range. 
Shortly after our paper came out the 
department changed it to the OUTDOOR 
Range. I recommend you always call 
BEFORE going to the range.

Your HPROA is a family of volunteers who 
work to keep our retired police family 
informed and together. We will continue 
to look out for our retirement benefits, 
get needed information out to you as 
quickly as possible and try to have some 
fun while doing it.

Steve
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7 out of 10 – 
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are 
likely to need long term care services. ¹ 

Long Term Care Pays – 
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home, 
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an 
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily 
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available 
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

For Members and Their Families

Address Change
Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in 
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary 
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise 
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve 
you if we know where you are. 

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252. 
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

What would happen to 
your retirement savings 
if you needed long term 
care???

For more information, 
call:
Garland Cole     512.327.3456
M.D. Beale          713.419.7455

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)
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Hello Retiree and Friends.  Can you believe we are 
now in April?  So that means it is time for our Houston 
Reunion.  Hope you have the date marked on your 
calendar: Saturday  April 27, 2019 from 10A - 2P at 
The Houston Police Academy located at 17000 
Aldine Westfield Road.  The cost is $10 per person.

THIS YEAR MARKS OUR 25TH ANNIVERSARY!!!!!   Yes, that 
is correct.  HPROA has been in existence for 25 years!

So come on out and celebrate with us.  If you have 
never came out to one of our Reunions, this would 
be the one to attend.  It will be a good time to 
visit with old friends, have a good meal (this year 
we will be serving Mexican Food : Beef, Chicken 
Fajitas with all the trimmings ) and perhaps do a 
little shopping at our Silent Auction.

Each year, we have a Silent Auction and need everyone’s 
help.  We are asking for items that are still in usable 
condition and no longer needed by you to be donated.  
Items may be brought on the same day to the Reunion.  
When you sign in you will be directed to the Auction tables.  
All proceeds from this Auction go towards our HPROA and 
we appreciate your support.

So again, April 27, 2019 is the date you should have marked 
on your calendars.

We are looking forward to seeing many, many of you.

Sincerely
Matthew and Rosalie Potell

Entertainment Committee 

From the Entertainment Committee
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Happy Dwarf in a Hospital; 
“Busted” Up by a Beer Keg
In the surgical ward at St. Josephs Infirmary lies Charley 
Cross – a dwarf and ex-circus performer – who “got busted 
up inside,” as he tells it, when a beer keg fell off a wagon 
and rolled on his stomach.

Charley belies the surname.  He is not a bit cross.  He 
is the most jovial patient imaginable.  Though his is the 
prospect of long confinement, he laughs and hums 
snatches of songs the livelong day.  On his cot beneath 
a flickering gas jet, he talked animatedly Saturday night 
with a Chronicle reporter.

“Rum go, isn’t it – me getting busted this way,” he asked 
brightly.  “I knew I was a goner when I fell off the wagon.

I saw the beer keg begin to topple and tried to get out of 
the way, but it beat me to it.  I waked up in the ambulance 
and before I knew it, they had me in the infirmary.”

Charley is past 40, and only three feet tall.  He used to 
draw down a plethoric wad as ring performer and acrobat 
for the Ringlings, Barnum & Bailey and Sells-Forepaugh.  
Recently he has worked in a Houston brewery, and at 
Louisiana and Preston Friday afternoon he made his big 
bad bet in miscalculating the distance from his seat on 
the wagon to the wheel.

FROM A HOUSTON NEWSPAPER, SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 1914
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Academy Class #30 graduated on 
September 7, 1964.  There were thirty-
six new faces on HPD after that day.

There were nine Officers from that 
class that, again for whatever reason, 
did not remain with HPD for a twenty-
year retirement.  Some of those 
were O.K. Riley, B.R. Thompson, J.E. 
Plake, A.D. McMinnis, J.A. Presley, J.L. 
Sullivan, J.H. Dickerson (Promoted to 
Detective prior to resigning) and R.V. 
Garcia.  Another, Judson B. McClung, 
was killed in an off-duty motorcycle 
accident in 1974.

Those that served at least twenty 
years and have since passed away, 
are along with years of service and 
year of death:  Raymond E. Abel, 
24, 2005;  David D. Barnett, 21, 2002;  
Darrow E. Culver, 30, 1996; .....

Kenneth W. Ginn, 25, 2011;  Raymond 
E. Kelnar, 27, 2009;  Paul K. McKeehan, 
23, 2017;  Manuel Ortega, 33, 2008;  
James D. Ponder, 37, 2013;  Billy M. 
Sims, 20, 2005;  Larry L. Sledge, 20, 
2013, Kenneth W. Ward, 20, 2012, and 
James R. Wright, 21, 2014.

Another Officer from this class, Karl S. 
Siebeneicher, passed away while on 
active duty as a Homicide Detective 
in January, 1977.  He had served 
honorably for twelve years at the 
time.

Those that earned their retirement 
and are still hopefully enjoy the fruits 
of their labor, along with their years 
of service and year of retirement, 
are:  Robert A. (Bobby) Barnard, 20;  
Stanley L. Butler, 25;  .....

Paul D. Dillon, 20;  Thomas L. Doty, 28;  
Victor A. Dwyer, 20;  James R. Greve, 
24;  C.A. Hightower, 39;  Carroll L. 
Johns, 26;  Sam A. Merrill, 39;  Robert 
W. Pugh, 29;  Tommy Rains, 23;  Thomas 
M. Smith, 26;  Warren D. Steffenauer, 
25; and Robert M. Thomson, 28.

Sam Merrill and Clarence Hightower 
served the longest with thirty-nine 
years of service to HPD.  They were 
followed closely by James D. Ponder 
with thirty-seven years.

May the good Lord continue to bless 
the living retirees as well as the families 
of the deceased.

Nelson J. Zoch

The Current History of HPD Class #30

Continues from Page 2

Bill will be providing a Legislative 
Update herein, so for brevity’s sake, I 
won’t venture into that world here.  

But there is some very good news 
about Bill.  The leaders of your 
organization, the Board of Directors, 
unanimously voted in the last board 
meeting to name him “Director 
Emeritus”, an honorary title in the 
business, academic, or religious 
circles reserved for those who have 
either founded an organization, or 
in Bill’s case, who have moved an 
organization to new heights over a 
very long period of time. 

Bill came on board with the HPROA 
as our association’s first Executive 
Director and certainly moved it to new 
heights.  More information on this will 
follow at the April 25 HPROA Reunion 
at the Police Academy.  Bill hasn’t 
retired, but is remaining here as the 
Legislative Consultant and Chairman 
of the Legislative Committee, a role 
he has performed for many decades 
in this organization, as well as others.  

IN CLOSING:
My vow when accepting this position 
was to be as available as possible 
to our current and future members.  
Feel free to contact me on my cell 
phone, the number is in our member’s 
directory, or via email at hproa.exec.
dir@att.net.  I can also be found on 
FaceBook under my name Anthony 
Kivela, on twitter @AnthonyKivela, or 
on LinkedIn.  God Bless and stay safe.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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At times I feel very much like The Ant as 
described in Mark Twain’s 1910 essay 
on Proverbs 6:6-8: “You lazy people 
can learn by watching an anthill. 
Ants don’t have leaders, but they 
store up food during harvest season.” 
[Contemporary English Version].

Twain enumerates the inane antics of 
an ant trying to drag a huge burden 
back to his home. I think that Twain’s 
point is that what you actually learn 
from the ant is how NOT to do things 
and to NOT put large efforts into 
activities that are ultimately counter-
productive. I highly recommend you 
take 10 minutes and read it.

I’ll let the theologians and philosophers 
battle over all of the other implications 
of scripture and human nature.

Lately I’ve been feeling a bit like 
Twain’s ant. Working on old guns tends 
to do that to me. I spend a lot of time, 
effort and some money trying to get 
something fixed or set up and then I 
find I did it all wrong and have to do 
it over another way. When I figure out 
I really don’t have the skill, I take it to 
someone I think does but they really 
don’t either. After a long time and a 
lot of effort and some money I end 
up worse off than when I started. My 
Dad was much more mechanically 
skilled and almost always fixed what 
he worked on.

Newer guns give me trouble too, 
trying to get them set up like I want 
them. I think I’ve finally got my 
rimfire rifles set up to shoot ground 
squirrels [rats to the locals] that are 
continuously tearing up fields of 
alfalfa in southeast Oregon come 
May. They do thousands of dollars of 
damage each year to crops and their 
boroughs damage farm machinery. 

My friend has about 3000 acres to shoot 
on and the farmer’s glad to have the 
help so a place to shoot is free. It’s days of 
inexpensive [relatively] volume shooting 
at its best.

These rodents are not big and evidently a 
.22 long rifle will work but distances run out 
to “as far as you can see” and a hundred 
yards is stretching accuracy and power 
on a .22 long rifle.

I’m told it’s a .17 caliber rimfire game 
for the most part. The .17 HMR [Hornady 
Magnum Rimfire] is the favorite but “if a 
little is good, more is better and too much 
is just about right” so I ended up with 
a Savage BMag .17 WSM [Winchester 
Super Magnum] rimfire. [I think I wrote 
about my adventure just getting this rifle 
sometime back.]

The WSM adds velocity and over 50 
yards of effective range beyond the 
.17HMR’s. This ends somewhere around 
300 yards for me with anything short of 
a 155mm gun howitzer or 81mm mortar. 
The WSM packs enough energy at 300 
to get the job done if you can get it on 
the target. That’s farther than I can see 
a ground squirrel, I think, even with a 
20x [power] scope.

There’s at least one other .17 rimfire [.17 
Mach 2] but it’s smaller than the HMR being 
based on the .22 long rifle case. I think 
about every size and shape of centerfire 
cartridge has been squeezed down to 
the .17 caliber and some of them are 
running over 4000 fps. But handloading 
them can be troublesome and I think 
the cost of factory .17 centerfire ammo 
on one of these hunts can get to be a bit 
prohibitive since 500 to 1000 rounds a day 
is not uncommon.

I spent a lot of time and effort trying to 
get my old semi-auto Winchester Model 
77 .22 long rifle to shoot reliably but for 
whatever reason it arbitrarily fails to feed 
just enough for it not to be practical 
on a hunt like this.

The Shotgun Corner
By M.D. Beale, Jr. One of those “ant” projects I got 

nowhere on.

I have an old Mossberg 144LSB .22 
long rifle that weighs 12 pounds. It’s a 
match rifle and will shoot better than I 
can hold. I bought the 20x scope for it. 
But the rifle’s a bit much to lug around 
and shooting it off-hand much at my 
age isn’t viable.

After a year of dickering around I 
finally “bit the bullet” and bought a 
new Ruger 10/22 TargetLite and a 
decent 3x9 variable for it.

My Savage .17 WSM came with a 
3x12 variable scope designed for the 
.17 WSM.

I’ve spent several days on the range 
working with these three rifles checking 
to see which ammo worked best in 
which gun. I’ve pretty well decided 
that the most accurate .22 long rifle 
ammo is the CCI standard velocity 
but the CCI high velocity shoots only 
marginally larger groups and I use it 
since it shoots flatter and hits harder. 
It’s their Mini-Mag round without the 
“gold wash” on the bullets which 
doesn’t do anything for accuracy or 
cleanliness – but a lot for marketing. 
I shot a ton of other brands and my 
guns like the CCI stuff and it’s less 
expensive than the high dollar target 
stuff that doesn’t shoot enough better, 
if any, to justify the extra cost.

I read in a couple of the blogs and 
reviews that Winchester makes all 
of the .17 WSM ammo. It’s a special 
case, actually their nail gun round 
case necked down, so they “rebrand” 
it and sell it to Hornady and Federal. 
That’s probably why I couldn’t tell the 
difference in the group sizes. I’m just 
sticking with the Winchester brand 20 
grain bullets and trying to keep them 
all in the same manufacturers lot.
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4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801 
RiverOaksChrysler.com

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.

HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

HELFMAN 
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com

Open Mon - Sat

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com

713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award
2012 • 2013 • 2014

HELFMAN
DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

Call
Alan Helfman

713-533-6100
HelfmanFiat.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN
FIAT

Houston’s #1 
Volume Dealer!

11819 Southwest Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com

Open Mon - Sat

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI FIAT • MASERATI
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Did your financial planner ask to 
see your most recent tax return? 
By integrating financial planning and tax 
preparation, we are in a unique position to weave 
diverse elements of your financial picture into a 
unified, comprehensive plan that can meet your 
long-term goals. 

Securities offered through 1st Global Capital Corp. Member FINRA, SIPC • Investment advisory services offered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc. 
Insurance services offered through 1st Global Insurance Services, Inc. 

(281) 440-6279 
11555 Champion Forest Drive 

Houston, TX 77066 
www.MolenTax.com

UNRAVELING TAX HEADACHES & BUILDING FINANCIAL VISION 

HPROA New Members 
FEBRUARY, 2019:
Marvin Button, Jimmy De Los Santos, Steve Frank, Jack 
Fulbright, Jorge Gaytan, Gregory Hall, Gregory Haselberger, 
Luis Hernandez, Suzanne Hollifield, Jerry Lynch, Michael Macha, 
Kenneth Maeker, Mary Martin, Israel Nanez, Charles Pyle, 
Alexander Skoczen, Don Spradlin, Carl Swize, Brian Szymborski, 
Darwin Thomas, Burnis Thrash, Michael Waterwall, Bruce Williams, 
and Paul Williams.

MARCH, 2019:
Landry E. Bonnette, Sam Ferrell, Bradley S. Kohlhafer, Russell 
Lilley, Glen S. Mayo, Terry McClanahan, Charles A. McClelland, 
Michael McGinty, Jerry Melton, Frances E. Parker, John T. Parker, 
Robert R. Parker, and Stephen F. Wick.

Associate member proposed for membership:  
Carlton T. Weiler-sponsored by Bill Hayden;  Robert A. 
Gonzales and William Skeen, both sponsored by Bob 
Barnard.

Our thanks continue to go out to Membership Chairman 
Roy McDonald and his crew of volunteers who make 
many phone calls to retirees who have not yet become 
part of the HPROA family.  Also, thanks to Bill and Bob for 
their recruitment of new associate members.
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HPROA Event Calender:
April, May, and June 2019

Thursday,  April 4, 2019
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Note from HPOPS:  HPOPS Committee meeting are 
held the Tuesday morning prior to the Thursday board 
meeting and are open to members.  The HPOPS website 
should be checked to verify times and scheduling

Tuesday, April 9, 2019 
HPOPS Committee meeting

Thursday, April 11, 2019
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday,  April 11, 2019
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Saturday, April 27, 2019, HPROA HOUSTON REUNION 
AND TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION, HPD 
ACADEMY.  MORE TO FOLLOW.

Thursday, May 2, 2019
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Tuesday, May 7, 2019
HPOPS Committee meeting

Thursday,  May 9,  2019
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday,  May 9,  2019
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting 

Friday, May 10, 2019, ANNUAL POLICE WEEK MEMORIAL 
SERVICE AT THE POLICE MEMORIAL ON MEMORIAL 
DRIVE AND HPROA/HPOU/HONOR GUARD RECEPTION 
FOR LINE OF DUTY DEATH FAMILY MEMBERS AT THE 
HPOU BUILDING.

Thursday, June 6, 2019
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Tuesday, June 9, 2019
HPOPS Committee meeting

Thursday, June 13,  2019
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, June 13, 2019
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting
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After several sessions of trial and error I 
finally figured out that the best scope for 
the .17 WSM was the big 20x because I 
could see better with it than the other 
two at 200 yards and over. But it has a 
big adjustable front lens and takes a 
high base and rings which I didn’t have 
in my parts drawer.

So ultimately, I bought some new 
rings and bases at Carter’s Country in 
Pasadena, they switched the big scope 
to the .17 WSM, the medium 4x12 went 
on the big Mossberg and the new 3x9 
onto the 10/22. Paul Freeman, assistant 
manager, was kind enough to install and 
bore sight all of them for me there in the 
store for a nominal fee.

I had them re-zeroed pretty quick and 
have been burning up ammo with them. 
Now, all I have to do is shoot them enough 
to get good enough with them so I don’t 
look bad in front of the other guys. It’s not 
that easy to hit a 2” circle at 200 yards 
plus with what I think of as a “needle” 
gun, especially if there’s any breeze at 
all. Perfect practice makes perfect. If 
only….. Well, we’ll see how it goes in May.

The weather seems to be getting better 
and I need to get over to the shotgun 
range again, too. Dove season will be 
here in less than 6 months.

Getting the old guns up and running are 
still on the agenda but are going on the 
back burner for a little while.

I really miss my old dogs and hunting with 
Dad.  But enough rambling. The Lord 
keep y’all safe, warm/cool and dry and 
I’ll see y’all at the range.

Continues from Page 7
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AUSTIN IS STILL WEIRD

THIS WILL BE A TWO PART REPORT
1. Legislative
2. City of Austin

The old capitol still looks the same 
with some new faces and the old 
ones to make laws for the State of 
Texas. Our job is to visit all the office 
holders and speak with the chiefs of 
staff, representatives and senators. 

We will also be monitoring all the 
bills submitted that pertain to our 
pensions, spousal benefits, our official 
identification wording as well as 
anything that can be related to our 
overall well being for retired officers 
and spouses. HPOU monitors many 
more police bills that relate to on duty 
personnel as well as pension issues.

As we enter the capitol we realize its 
Senior Citizen Day and everyone is lost. 
This means we have organized chaos 
everywhere. At this point Bill, Anthony 
and myself are headed to an 8 AM 
committee meeting on pensions, 
investments and financial services. 
Representative Herrero has brought 
HCR19 (House Concurrent Resolution) 
to ask the committee to forward this 
request to urge Congress to repeal 
the Government Pension Offset and 
the Windfall Elimination Provision of 
the Social Security Act. Our executive 
director, Anthony Kivela, testified 
before the commission on why retired 
officers would benefit if they repealed 
this provision of the Social Security Act. 

He was well received by the 
committee and he did a great job 
with his explanation.

We also sat in the Senate Criminal 
Justice committee chaired by 
Senator John Whitmire. This was 
very interesting as he questioned 
directors of the Juvenile Detention 
facilities in Texas. If you do not 
remember they had riots on every 
campus and a few guards were hurt 
during the lockdowns. The senator 
questioned what they were going 
to do about all the reports he was 
getting as to the many problems 
on each facility. The executive 
director was vague about what 
to do. The Blood and Crips gangs 
have taken over the facilities and 
cutting their logos on the foreheads 
of all incoming inmates. These 
juvenile inmates in the 17 and 18 
range are as dangerous as most of 
the inmates in Huntsville. Senator 
Whitmire asked them for a solution 
and when they were unsure of what 
to say to him he offered a solution 
they were not happy with. This will 
be a continuing story.

In closing this section there is two 
pension bills that have been filed 
by Senator Paul Bettencourt. We 
will stay on top of this and give you 
updates. Needless to say we stay 
busy meeting and conferring.

The PAC committee would like 
to thank you for the funds you so 
graciously donate to fund the efforts 
in Austin and Houston. I feel we are 
going to be faced with pension 
legislation every two years when the 
legislature is in session.

CITY OF AUSTIN
Well, it’s been two years since the 
last legislative session and the city 
is still living up to its reputation of 
just being “WEIRD”. The streets 
close to the capitol have homeless 
drunks passed out on benches or 
just laying on the sidewalk. Then 
we have all sorts of young people 
with different colored hair and 
tattoo’s just wandering around. 
Other’s look like they are direct 
from the sixty’s. Does anyone work 
in this city? Then there was an older 
Asian man standing on the steps 
at the front of the Capitol dressed 
in camo short pants, camo shirt 
and safari hat. He is singing in a 
foreign language with a number 
of posters and stickers stuck to his 
uniform stating how great Donald 
Trump is. The ongoing show in 
Austin never stops and that was in 
a two block area.

Thanks Again

Bob
PAC Chair

PAC Report
By Bob Barnard

RetiRedBadge
THE

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

With Honor We Served . . . With Pride We Remember

See us online at 
www.hpdretired.com



MONTHLY REMINDERS:

ARE YOU COMING OFF OF THE CITY INSURANCE, BUT STILL ON PHASE DOWN?

-or-

ARE YOU COMPLETELY COMING OFF OF PHASE DOWN?

Per the Meet & Confer Agreement, retirees on Phase Down may be eligible to use their accumulated time to secure 
active city insurance rates for up to four years if their time allows.  After four years, the retiree must move to retiree 
insurance rates, even though remaining on Phase Down.  The City does not send out reminders; thus, at least one 
and a half months prior to the time your active insurance expires, contact the COH-HR (*) to complete the necessary 
paperwork for moving your deductions from your Phase Down check to a HPOPS deduction.  Failure to this can result 
in you losing your Health, Vision, and/or Dental coverage.  Retirees still on active insurance rates who are completely 
ending their Phase Down period should do likewise.
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TMPA Firearms Insurance
“If a member subscribes to the optional TMPA Firearms insurance, please see the website under the “Member Legal Defense” tab 
for important details to know before the insurance is needed.”  

Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
HPROA Family Assistance Committee:

Forrest Turbeville, Chairman  713-319-5466
Nelson Foehner    713-857-2924
Ron Headley     713-253-5749
Ray Smith     281-731-1588
Pat Kainer     281-642-6645
Mattie Provost    832-653-4921

Family Assistance Unit:

Senior Police Officers Jennifer Smesny, 713-308-1237 and Jorge 
R. Lucero, 713-308-1240.

If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center, 
713-308-1500. 

Burial Fund:

832-969-9099.   Leave message for someone to contact you.
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Continues on Page 15

October 26, 1881, Wyatt Earp, his 
two brothers and Doc Holiday were 
involved in the famous gunfight at 
the O.K. Corral in Tombstone, Arizona. 
Nighty-five years later, the Houston 
Police Department (HPD) had its own 
gunfighters. They cruised Houston 
streets in blue and white patrol cars 
enforcing the laws and keeping the 
peace in a boundless city. In 1976, 
Houston had just under 2600 police 
officers responsible for over 600 
square miles of streets and homes.
 
Thomas “Tom” R. Cunningham was 
one of those police officers. Tom grew 
up in this city and knew some of the 
police officers who lived in his area of 
town. While working as a plumber’s 
helper Tom witnessed an event on 
June 26, 1968, that would shape his 
life for years to come. At the time, 
Tom was sixteen-years-old, working a 
summer job for Keaton Plumbing. 

On that date, Tom was a passenger 
in a Ford Econoline plumbing van 
traveling east in the 1000 block of the 
West Loop North. The driver, of the van, 
was an ex-marine and a plumber. It 
was about 11:30 a.m. and they were 
in route to install a water softener 
when their attention was drawn to a 
police car and a Buick parked on the 
shoulder of the freeway.

They saw an injured police officer 
laying on the pavement needing help, 
so they pulled over to help. The Buick 
sped away east on the freeway and a 
citizen told them the officer was shot 
and asked them to follow the Buick. 
The citizen used the officer’s radio 
to call for help and an ambulance 
while the van took off after the Buick. 
The Ex-Marine/plumber floorboarded 
the van to catch up with the Buick. 
They were gaining on the Buick and 
discussed what they were going to 
do when the van got alongside the 
Buick. The driver’s plan was to have 
Tom throw a heavy wrench through 
the window to force the driver to stop.

It was not a good plan, since the 
driver had a gun and pointed it at 
Tom who ducked down to keep from 
being shot. The van backed off, but 
they continued to chase the Buick at 
a safe distance. During the chase, 
Tom said the van reached speeds of 
just over 100 mph and was shaking 
badly. However, this did not deter the 
Ex-Marine from staying in the pursuit, 
even after police cars joined in on 
the chase. The police officer laying 
on the pavement was Officer Ben 
Eddie Gerhart, who died in route to 
the hospital from a gunshot wound 
to the face.

As the chase continued, the gunman 
Rodney Michael Isaacks continued 
to shoot at pursuing police officers. 
Officer Bobby L. James was one of the 
police officers pursuing Isaacks. With 
Officer James close behind, Isaacks’ 
vehicle struck the rear of a Ford and 
both vehicles spun around on US 90 
blocking the entire highway. Officer 
James, attempting to avoid hitting 
the two vehicles, veered his police 
car into the ditch, where it struck a 
culvert killing Officer James instantly. 
Nelson Zoch detailed the deaths of 
these two Houston police officers in 
his book, “Fallen Heroes of the Bayou 
City” (pp. 137-139).

After abandoning his wrecked 
vehicle Isaacks continued to shoot 
at the pursuing police officers as he 
fled into a small clump of woods, 
near the scene of the crash.  During 
the shootout, Isaacks was shot 
several times and died of his gunshot 
wounds. When talking with Tom about 
this event, he still remembers the shirt 
Isaacks was wearing and the female 
who was laying in the floorboard of 
the Buick during the chase.
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Continues from Page 14

With all the day’s excitement, Tom 
knew he wanted to be a Houston 
police officer and in 1974, Tom 
achieved his dream, graduating from 
Houston Police Class # 66. Tom was 
assigned to the Radio Patrol Division 
(Patrol) and would go on to distinguish 
himself in a department he loved.

In 1976, Tom received a “Chief of 
Police Commendation” for his role in 
breaking up a major theft ring, which 
began with a drug arrest. Below is a 
photo of Tom receiving his Chief of 
Police Accommodation” from Chief 
of Police Pappy Bond.

On Tuesday, October 26, 1976, the 
ninety-fifth anniversary of the famous 
gunfight at the OK Corral, Tom was riding 
evening shift patrol in the Midtown area. 
It was a very pleasant day with a gentle 
breeze, clear skies and a temperature 
of 64 degrees. The evening was ideal for 
being outside and it provided perfect 
conditions for seventy-three-year-old 
Fannie Kimball to sit in her screened in 
porch shelling pecans. 

On the radio, Houstonians were 
listening to Chicago’s hit song “If You 
Leave Me Now” and “Alice Sweet 
Alice”, starring Brooke Shields, Linda 
Miller and Mildred Clinton, was showing 
in the local theaters. “Alice Sweet 
Alice” was a murder mystery about a 
young girl who was brutally murdered 
during her first communion. The big 
news in sports was the trade that 
brought Moses Malone to the Houston 
Rockets. While at Hofheinz Pavilion, the 
Carpenters, a vocal and instrumental 
duo consisting of siblings Karen and 
Richard Carpenter, performed to a 
sold-out crowd. With all of Houston’s 
many events and attractions, Ms. 
Kimball was content just sitting on her 
porch shelling her pecans.

Ms. Kimball didn’t get out and about 
much. She had a 1957 yellow Buick, 
that was fully loaded and looked like 
it just came off the showroom floor. 
Although the car was over 19 years-
old, it had just over 5000 miles. Like her 
other possessions, Ms. Kimball took 
excellent care of her car and home.

Ms. Kimball owned a large house at 
3817 Austin, in Houston’s Midtown 
area. The house was too large for 
Ms. Kimball’s needs, so she leased 
out rooms in her house and her 
garage apartment. On this date, Ms. 
Kimball had a total of five tenants 
supplementing her income.

Birdie Guy, Ms. Kimball’s maid, 
handled the household chores 
and Samuel B. Trostle performed 
maintenance on the property for free 
rent. On Tuesday, Ms. Guy reported 
to work at 10:00 a.m. and spent the 
day cleaning and taking care of the 
home. When Ms. Guy left at 5:00 p.m., 
Ms. Kimball was setting alone on her 
screened in porch with a hammer 
shelling pecans. On that Tuesday, Ms. 
Guy had seen none of Ms. Kimball’s 
other tenants while she went about 
tending to her many tasks.

Around 5:30 p.m. Peter Dzwonez and 
his wife went to visit Ms. Kimball and 
knocked on the door. No one answered 
and they could hear moaning coming 
from the kitchen area. Clifton Harris, 
one of Ms. Kimball’s tenants, arrived 
and they forced their way into the 
house. Upon entry, they found Ms. 
Kimball in the kitchen laying in a pool 
of blood and they immediately called 
for an ambulance and the police.

Tom was riding a one-man unit when 
he received a welfare check call to 
3817 Austin Street. Tom arrived at 
about 6:10 p.m. finding what looked 
like a scene from a horror movie. Ms. 
Kimball was lying in a pool of blood 
and blood was splattered everywhere. 
The entire left side of Ms. Kimball’s 
face had been bashed in and it was 
obvious someone had tried to kill her. 

Continues on Page 18
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

(713) 628-6086

MAYAPRIL

4, 1937   Ben L. Roberts
10th    Eveonne Sanders    
14, 1934   Jimmie Watson
17th    Barbara Harlan
17, 1937   Fred Walschburger
18, 1934   Richard Delano
19, 1954   A.H. and LaVerne Pivonka
20, 1929   Albert H. Pivonka
21, 1938   Antoinette Vento
21st    Patricia I. Lynch
24, 1960   Tommy and Pat Mitchell
24, 1970   William L. and Kathryn Panzer
27, 1957   Dorothy and Ben Roberts

1, 1954  Carey Ledet
10th   John Harlan
13th   Patsy Whitehead
15th   Susan Hightower
17th   Darolyn Langhorne
24, 1968  Mary and Albert Nichols
25, 1940  Richard L. Summer
26, 1944  Carole Ann DeFoor
28, 1955  Debbie and Paul Artz
31, 1945  Carolyn Maniscalco
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Membership Application 
information on page 28

Mobile Cop Shop

MOBILE COP SHOP
SINCE 1990

SUPPLIES FOR THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

mobilecopshop.com - for schedule

SPRING, TEXAS
(281) 353-5329

J.R. KNOTT
MOBILE (713) 822-8160

Law Enforcement prices on 
Smith & Wesson and Sig Sauer

Duplicate badges -- 
full or wallet size

CALL (713) 802-2967

TO JOIN 
HPROA TODAY
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As the medics loaded her into the 
ambulance, she was hanging to life 
by just a mere thread. Tom notified 
the Homicide Division (Homicide) 
and waited for other officers to arrive. 
After Ms. Kimball was taken out of the 
house in route to the hospital, Tom 
was alone in the house, or at least 
that was what he thought.

As Tom was surveying the gruesome 
crime scene, Trostle, the maintenance 
man, came walking down the stairs 
and started to walk out of the house 
without saying a word. Trostle had 
a very strange look on his face and 
his actions were highly suspicious, 
causing Tom’s adrenalin to race. Tom 
stopped Trostle and asked him where 
he was going. Trostle answered he 
was going to work. When questioned 
about who he worked for, Trostle said 
he worked for Yellow Cab and God. 
Tom prepared for the worst and told 
Trostle he could not leave until the 
investigation was completed. Trostle 
came back inside and sat at the table. 

Tom noticed he was wearing a wig 
and had two fresh scratches on his 
face. Tom found it strange Trostle 
never asked any questions about 
all the blood and the activity at 
the house. 

Tom’s sixth sense warned him to be 
prepared for anything, at any moment. 
Waiting alone with Trostle seemed like 
an eternity, but it wasn’t long until other 
officers arrived. Officer Michael L. Williams 
was one of the officers arriving on the 
scene and together they waited for a 
detective from Homicide. At the crime 
scene, Tom and Michael saw a hammer 
in the sink with water still running. They 
saw what they believed to be blood and 
Michael testified he remembered seeing 
what he believed to be human flesh in 
the sink with traces of blood.

During this time period, Houston was 
blessed to have some of the nation’s best 
homicide detectives. Homicide Detective 
James “Jim” H. Binford certainly fit the 
description of being one of the best. 

Continues on Page 19

Jim was out of Academy Class No. 44, 
which graduated in late 1970. In 1974, 
Jim scored high on the detective civil 
service exam and was promoted to the 
rank of detective. Captain L. D. Morrison 
Jr. was over the Homicide Division and 
welcomed Jim into the division. When 
talking about his assignment in Homicide 
Jim said, “I loved it from the first night I 
was there.” Jim would spend thirty-three 
(33) years working in the “Murder Squad”, 
until his retirement in 2010.

The only break in Jim’s assignment, 
to the “Murder Squad”, occurred 
when he was drafted to work in 
the Internal Affairs Division (IAD). 
At the time, Sam Nuchia was the 
captain of IAD and he selected 
Jim to do a mandatory assignment 
in IAD. During this time period, IAD 
only drafted the department’s best 
investigators and Sam knew Jim’s 
reputation of being one of the best. 
So, Jim left an assignment he loved 
and reported to IAD. 

Continues from Page 15
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President Alan Helfman

Call President Alan Helfman

Chrysler • Jeep • Dodge • Ram

As a reward for an investigator’s 
service in IAD, the investigator could 
select any investigative assignment in 
the department once his time in IAD 
was finished. When Jim’s time in IAD 
was over, he chose to go back to the 
“Murder Squad”.

In response to Tom’s request for 
Homicide to make the scene. 
Detective Jim Binford was assigned 
to handle the investigation. During 
Jim’s two years working the “Murder 
Squad”, he had handled many 
gruesome murder scenes and had 
already established himself as an 
outstanding investigator. On the 
scene, Jim went about methodically 
gathering evidence and reviewing 
information Tom and Michael had 
obtained.

Although Trostle appeared to be 
involved in Ms. Kimball’s brutal 
assault, it was imperative to look at 
all the evidence.

Jim started by talking to Trostle 
regarding any information he might 
have regarding what happened to 
Ms. Kimball. Trostle stressed he could 
not help since he had been alone in 
his room all day. Jim then asked if he 
would have any problems letting them 
search his room. Trostle consented to 
the search and signed a consent to 
search form. After Trostle signed the 
form, Jim conducted a thorough 
search of Trostle’s room. Inside the 
room Jim found two shirts with what 
appeared to be blood smeared on 
them and a pair of leather gloves 
with one being moist with what Jim 
believed to be blood.

Jim gathered all the evidence from 
the scene and turned it over to 
Chemist Robert Warkentin, who tested 
the items for the presence of blood. 
The modified benzidine test on the 
hammer, shirts and gloves was positive 
for the presence of blood. 

Chemist Warkentin testified he also 
found the presence of hair on the 
hammer and one of the shirts. One 
of the hairs taken from the shirt had 
characteristics identical to a hair 
sample taken from Ms. Kimball.

With abundant probable cause to 
believe Trostle was involved in the 
assault of Ms. Kimball, he was arrested 
and taken to Homicide by Tom. In the 
face of all the evidence, Trostle still 
proclaimed his innocence. 

Ms. Kimball was not conscious when 
she was taken to Ben Taub Hospital and 
she passed away on November 2, 1976, 
without ever regaining consciousness. 
Dr. Joseph Jachimczyk, Chief Medical 
Examiner for Harris County, testified Ms. 
Kimball died from blunt trauma to the 
head and her injuries were consistent 
with having been beaten numerous 
times on the head with a hammer. 
It was a horrible brutal death for a 
73-year-old victim.

Continues from Page 18

Continues on Page 21
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Beau’s Christmas
This is about Beau. He is the light chocolate 
brown Pomeranian I have inherited from 
my daughter. Beau is nine years old, 
going on ten next May 22.

 He is the most inquisitive dog I’ve ever 
had. He has to check out anything that 
is changed. A leaf, a shoe, a piece 
of paper, he checks it out. This is a 
regular duty of his at home and during 
our daily walks. Beau is very spry and 
super active although the vets tell me 
he is overweight, who isn’t, and has 
developed calcification of the lungs. He 
takes a daily compound med to make 
breathing easier and “we” are on a diet. 
No more snacks with Beau. He breathes 
just fine unless chasing squirrels and deer.

Recently Delores and I visited the local 
pet store. This occurs each Christmas as 
Beau runs in, checks the cheap squeaky 
toys until I guide him to the high-dollar 
ones. You know, the ones with foreign 
sounding squeaks, made in China. This will 
set you back an easy five to ten. Anyway, 
he selects two and we add a collar and 
leash and head home. Delores sacks the 
toys with ribbons and places them under 
the tree. Beau has never touched the 
bags until this year.

Sunday the 23rd, while Delores and I 
are readying for church, I walk by the 
Christmas tree and spy Beau under 
the tree with nose stuck in one of the 
bags... his. 

Delores grabs the camera as he grabs 
the bag and drags it under the dining 
table and finally pulls out the prize, his toy. 
We heard squeaks until we left for church. 
Tell me again about dumb animals. Just 
ask M.D. Beale and Roger Dickson about 
dumb animals, they know the truth.  
Anyway, Merry Christmas, y’all, and Merry 
Christmas, Beau.

See you guys at the next HPROA meeting.
Till next time.Christmas, Beau.

See you guys at the next HPROA meeting.

Till next time.
EJ  

The Other Breed
Have you ever noticed how google-
eyed some ole boys get when a well-
endowed lady walks by? I know, not 
you, we’re speaking other ole boys. 
Now they know there’s not a ghost 
of a chance in most cases that the 
princess will ever look their way, yet 
they hope and suck in air to diminish 
their expanded belt portions and even 
walk strangely to attract attention. I’ve 
seen folks trip and fall as a result of 
their attempts to gain attention of fair-
haired maidens.

One ole boy ran smack into a door 
facing. That got her attention. That’s all 
he got, was attention. She continued her 
travels with no interaction. I guess it goes 
without saying, we are clueless regarding 
what the ladies are really searching for. 
Now I am no expert, but after all these 
decades behind me, I’ve learned one 
thing; the ladies are not necessarily 
looking for the handsome knight. No, they 
in my opinion, are looking for stability, 
security, and caring. One other thing, 
I don’t think they much care for Easter 
egg dyed hair or iron hanging from ears, 
noses, and tongues. 

I have finally figured out that the sought 
after other breed still look for men. You 
know what I mean. They want someone 
who will step up, take responsibility, and 
not whine or  pout at the first sign of 
pushback. Oh, one other thing, faith helps 
a lot. Heck, I even found one who’s stuck 
with me for 63 years. Ain’t that something?

Forrest Turbeville says I am still learning as 
he and Sue have 70-some-odd in the bag. 
Anyway guys, keep on trucking and we’ll 
talk ladies at the next HPROA meeting.

Till next time,
E.J.

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper. 
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.

Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.



Although Jim had found compelling 
evidence linking Trostle to the murder of 
Ms. Kimball, he continued his investigation. 
Chemist Warkentin was taken to Trostle’s 
room where more evidence was 
recovered. The chemist found a pair of 
shoes with crusted blood along a crease 
in one of the shoes. A sheet from Trostle’s 
room also had a blood smear and was 
examined by Chemist Warkentin.

Jim talked with Anna Lorenz, the next-
door neighbor of Ms. Kimball and 
found she was at Ms. Kimball’s home 
the morning the assault occurred. Ms. 
Lorenz said Trostle came into the room 
where she and Ms. Kimball were talking. 
Trostle called Ms. Kimball “a liar, thief and 
hypocrite” and then stormed out of the 
room. Ms. Kimball expressed her fear of 
Trostle and told Ms. Lorenz she was going 
to ask him to leave. Ms. Lorenz also knew 
of the arrangement Ms. Kimball had with 
Trostle about living rent free in exchange 
for his maintenance of the property. 
Ms.Lorenze turned out to be a valuable 
witness at Trostle’s trial.

Unfortunately, because of the 
overcrowded conditions of prison, 
he was released on parole after 
serving only ten (10) years. In 2007, 
Trostle passed away in Houston, 
and was forced to stand before 
God to account for his time here 
on earth.

Looking back at the year of 1976, 
there were many changes taking 
place in HPD. For the first time 
uniformed police officers could 
wear short sleeve shirts and could 
have mustaches. On television you 
sometimes saw detectives wearing 
leisure suits, which were popular 
for a brief period. The one thing 
unchanged was the dedication 
of the police officers working for 
HPD. I miss those years and hope 
you have enjoyed my story about 
a murder in Midtown.

Continues from Page 19

Jim, with the help of other 
Homicide detectives and the 
Crime Lab, put together a very 
strong circumstantial case. On 
March 22, 1977, a jury in the 180th 
District Court of Harris County Texas 
found Trostle guilty of murder and 
sentenced him to fifty (50) years 
in prison. Defense Attorney Don 
Rogers defended Trostle in the trial 
and did an outstanding job for his 
client. After the conviction, Trostle 
appealed his conviction and was 
represented by Percy Foreman 
and Dick DeGuerin. The Court 
of Criminal Appeals affirmed the 
conviction. Trostle vs. State, 588 
S.W.2nd 925 (1979.

Trostle’s family hired three outstanding 
lawyers to defend him. However, 
the State prevailed because of the 
exceptionally thorough investigation 
of the Houston Police Department. 
Trostle remained in custody and 
went to prison for the murder of 
Fannie Kimball.
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Insurance Contact Information
RETIREE RESOURCES - Main Number
832.393.6000 Option #2
retireebenefits@Houstontx.gov

CIGNA
832.393.6191  (local)  
832.393.6192
832.393.6193
800.997.1406 (national)
www.cigna.com
www.mycigna.com
  

DELTA DENTAL
832.393.6157
For contacting and searching for a dentist
DHMO   844.282.7637
DPPO   855.242.1549
deltadentalins.com/
cityofhoustonbenefits.org 

LIFE INSURANCE (through City of Houston)
832.393.6000

Due to the lack of personnel and others on leave, just leave your information on the voice 
mail.  It may take a few days for a representative to return your call.    
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By Nelson Zoch

Officer Gaddis Murdered by Lifelong Criminal Tamayo,
Who Figured he could Escape with Hands Cuffed Behind Him

January 31, 1994

Guy Patrick Gaddis was born on March 
21, 1969 in Houston, Texas. He attended 
public schools in Pearland, graduating 
from Pearland High School in 1987. He 
served his country honorably in the 
United States Army and returned to the 
Houston area after his discharge. He 
joined the Houston Police Department 
in Police Cadet Class No. 148, which 
began training on April 27, 1992. His class 
completed training on October 15, 1992. 
His first assignment was to the night shift of 
Radio Patrol – Beechnut Substation, now 
called the Southwest Division. He wore 
Badge No. 4539. 

On Sunday night, January 30, 1994, Officer 
Gaddis reported for duty on the night 
shift at the Beechnut Substation. He was 
assigned to ride a one-man unit, 17E23N. 
After running several report calls, Gaddis 
was flagged down in the 6700 block of 
Bissonnet by a citizen who reported that 
he had been robbed by two suspects at 
the Topaz Night Club. The officer reported 
this on-view complaint to the dispatcher 
and requested other units to check by with 
him at the Topaz, a known area trouble 
spot located at 6501 Chimney Rock. The 
reporting time was 2:21 a.m. now on the 
morning of Monday, January 31.

Three of Officer Gaddis’ fellow units, 
with a total of five officers on board, 
immediately responded to this request. 
The first officer to arrive observed Officer 
Gaddis to have two suspects against a 
wall, spread-eagled and undergoing 
a search. This officer also observed that 
Gaddis had apparently completed his 
search of what will now be referred to 
as the No. 2 suspect. This first responding 
officer took control of this suspect and 
immediately handcuffed him with his 
hands to the rear.

While doing so, this officer observed 
Gaddis continue his search of the No. 1 
suspect. In doing so, he discovered the 
robbery complainant’s watch. At this 
point, Officer Gaddis very likely ended his 
search of the No. 1 suspect prematurely, 
handcuffing his hands behind him.    

Other officers  arrived and observed the 
end results of the arrest. They watched 
as Officer Gaddis and the first arriving 
officer placed both suspects in the rear of 
Gaddis’ patrol car.   Suspect No. 1, later 
identified as Edgar Tamayo, was seated 
in the left rear seat while Suspect No. 2, 
Jesus Zarco Mendoza, was placed in the 
right rear seat. 

A very careful review of all officers present 
took place not only for the prosecution 
of the offense but also eleven years later 
to document the line of duty death for 
this publication. While no blame was 
assessed, important lessons were learned 
from the Gaddis experience. 

Without a doubt, the events of this early 
morning will live forever in the hearts 
and minds of all five officers present 
prior to Officer Gaddis’ departure with 
the two suspects. Their names are not 
used here. While they did not suffer the 
same consequence as Guy Gaddis, their 
names should not be brought forth for 
further questions about their actions.

These two suspects were in custody, 
handcuffed behind their back in the rear 
seat of a caged patrol car. While Gaddis 
transported them to the Southeast 
Command Station, the following is known:

Officer Gaddis drove southbound in the 
8100 block of Chimney Rock. He drove 
through the City of Bellaire, just north of 
Chimney Rock and Holly. Then something 
went terribly awry in the back seat of the 
patrol car from behind the Plexiglas cage. 

While driving, Officer Gaddis was shot in 
the back of his head, causing his patrol 
car to veer to the left, out of control.

The unit crossed a residential yard on 
the northeast corner of this intersection, 
traveled further south across Holly and 
into the yard of a residence at 5229 Holly, 
striking the house at a high rate of speed 
and landing near the front door that 
faced north.  

The crash awakened the occupants of 
this residence. They immediately came 
out the side door, only to see that a 
Houston police had crashed into the 
front of their home. The patrol officer 
who had been the driver was slumped 
over the steering wheel. They also saw an 
individual in the back seat cage portion 
of the police vehicle bleeding from the 
head and apparently unconscious. 

The residents immediately summoned the 
Bellaire police. The Bellaire dispatcher sent 
Officer W. T. Warner to the scene, backed 
up by Officer J. M. Manning. Officer 
Warner had been monitoring HPD’s radio 
channel and was aware of the arrests 
having been made on Chimney Rock. 

The Bellaire officers saw a real-life scene 
unlike anything they had seen in their 
veteran police careers: the crashed HPD 
patrol car and, more importantly, the 
condition of Officer Gaddis. They quickly 
called an ambulance manned by City 
of Bellaire paramedics Carla Breeding 
and Chuck Lysack. Breeding and Lysack 
found that the officer was not breathing 
and had no vital signs. They didn’t give 
up. They made every effort possible 
to resuscitate Gaddis, who had three 
gunshot wounds to the back of his head. 
As they did so, the LifeFlight helicopter 
was in flight. 

Continues on Page 23
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Bellaire Officers Warner and Manning took 
control of the scene as well as the suspect 
Mendoza in the rear of the police car. This 
suspect had regained consciousness. The 
paramedics also examined him, finding 
no serious injuries. 

While these activities took place, Houston 
police officers virtually surrounded the 
neighborhood.

LifeFlight rushed Officer Gaddis to 
Hermann Hospital, with little hope for his 
survival. Doctors pronounced him dead 
at 4:31 a.m., January 31, 1994. He was 
only twenty-four years old, leaving behind 
his pregnant wife,  Rosa Gaddis. 

Besides his wife, the officer was 
survived his parents, Mr. And Mrs. 
Edwin (Gayle) Gaddis of Brookside 
Village; brother Glenn and his wife 
Angela of Houston; brother Gary and 
nephew Justyn Gaddis of Brookside; 
his aunt Patsy Reeves of Shreveport; 
Uncle Charles Gottlick and wife 
Maureen of Scotch Plains, New 
Jersey; aunt Bernadette Lopez and 
husband George and uncle Russell 
Gottlick and wife Joyce.  

Funeral services were held at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, February 2, 1994, at the 
Second Baptist Church in Houston with 
Dr. Ed Young, Reverend David Dixon, 
and HPD Chaplain Ed Davis officiating. 
Burial followed at the South Park 
Cemetery in Pearland.

The on-duty Homicide supervisor, 
Lieutenant, C. S. “Steve” Arrington, 
upon learning of this tragedy, 
responded to the scene with several 
night shift on-duty investigators.  He 
also began an immediate call to the 
Homicide Murder squad responsible 
for this particular time segment. 
Lieutenant Nelson Zoch was the 
Homicide Murder Squad lieutenant 
on-call at this time of the morning.

 “I can vividly recall arriving on the scene 
to find it very professionally protected 
not only by Lieutenant Arrington of HPD 
Homicide and the Beechnut Patrol officers 
and supervisors as well as Bellaire P.D.,” 
Zoch said. “This offense occurred in the 
City of Bellaire, a municipality complete 
and separate from the City of Houston. 
As such, Bellaire had legal jurisdiction into 
the offenses which had occurred at that 
location on Chimney Rock and Holly”.  

“Having had previous experience with 
conflicting jurisdictional issues, after being 
assessed of the situation, Lieutenant 
Arrington and I approached the highest-
ranking supervisor on the scene, the 
Bellaire chief of police. Words cannot 
describe the look on the chief’s face 
when I, as a mere lieutenant of the 
Houston Police Department, volunteered 
to take complete responsibility for this 
investigation. That offer was graciously 
accepted and  their full support and 
cooperation was pledged to provide their 
assistance to our department.  There was 
never any doubt in my mind that the chief 
and his department could and would have 
conducted a professional investigation. 
However, as learned from previous 
incidents, law enforcement/justice was 
best served with one agency assuming 
total responsibility for the investigation.”

Shortly after this jurisdictional matter was 
resolved, Criminal Investigations Assistant 
Chief John Gallemore and Homicide 
Captain W. G. “Bill” Edison arrived on the 
scene. Both were in complete agreement 
about the jurisdictional issue and assisted 
from that time forth in providing any 
additional manpower and resources 
necessary to pursue the goal of securing 
a conviction of those responsible for the 
capital murder of one of Houston’s finest, 
Officer Guy Patrick Gaddis. 

Lieutenant Zoch began a complete 
squad callout to assist the initial scene 
investigators, Sergeants  Jerry Novak and 
Larry Webber, who were to be the lead 
investigators under the supervision of 
Captain Bill Edison and Lieutenant Zoch.

It would be their responsibility to 
coordinate all investigative responsibilities 
through their supervisors and the Harris 
County District Attorney’s Office.

“Lieutenant Arrington and I, while at the 
scene, reviewed the personnel which 
had been utilized to this point,” Zoch 
recalled. Two Homicide Chicano Squad 
Investigators, Jaime Escalante and 
Vincente Garcia were called in to assist 
in the all important interviews with the 
principals, Tamayo and Mendoza. As had 
been the practice in previous officer-
involved Investigations, a Homicide 
investigator was assigned to be personally 
responsible for the care of the suspect, 
mainly assuring that a suspect was 
provided full constitutional rights under 
the law.   In this instance, Zoch assigned 
Sergeant Rick Maxey the responsibility for 
the main suspect, Tamayo. The lieutenant 
gave Maxey’s partner, Sergeant Stuart 
Hal Kennedy, the assignment to interview 
the second suspect, Mendoza, who 
at this time appeared to us not only as 
a robbery suspect, but as a valuable 
witness to a capital crime.  

“Thus, we had a full squad of capable 
investigators to choose from, as well as a 
pool of qualified detectives to assist from 
in the two other dayshift Murder squads 
and the Chicano Squad,” Zoch said.  

Sergeant Fred W. Carroll was assigned 
to conduct the hospital investigation 
while Sergeant Stuart. H. “Hal” Kennedy, 
who had been assigned to the suspect 
Mendoza, also was given the difficult 
task of attending the autopsy of the 
officer. Officer Gaddis’ patrol car, heavily 
damaged from the impact with the 
house, was towed to the HPD print stall 
building and secured. Sergeant Eugene 
Yanchak was assigned to coordinate 
a thorough Crime Scene Unit and Lab 
personnel processing of this vehicle.

Continues on Page 26

Continues from Page 22
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APRIL

 2, 2006  Paul S. Nix

 2, 2006   John C. Hall

 2, 2009   Robert G. Jeske

 2, 2008   Donald “David” Baker

 3, 2000  “Ed” Christianson, Jr.

 3, 2000 Eddie Pavlock

 3, 2009  Horace Givens Jr.

 4, 2002  Robert R. Caswell

 5, 1993  B.G. Noster

 5, 2008  Walter E. Yargo

 6, 2010   James W. Brown

 6, 2010   Daniel B. Doetterl

 6, 2005  George Bourque

 7, 1993   E.E. Crowson

 7, 1988   D. Criscione

 7, 2006   Bobby Jackson

 7, 2007   Jerry L. Pratt

10, 1985   E.A. Maughmer

10, 2009   Curtis M. Simmons 

11, 2011   Willie T. Johnson

11, 2007       Hazel Tucker

12, 1991   Hamlin L. Ellisor

13, 2005  James B. Woodruff

13, 2009   Gene S. Cox

13, 2007   Harold Jordan

13, 2004   Joseph F. Martino

14, 1995   R.B. Mize

14, 2014   Raymond Helton

15, 1990   Herman A. Zoch

15, 2003   Leroy Mouser

16, 2004   Homer E. McCoy

17, 2002   Mary A. Felchak

17, 2000   Faustino M. Perez

18, 2009   Lawrence Webber

19, 2000   T.H. Rollins

19, 2011   Oscar Smith

19, 2011   Michael Chavez

19, 2012   Billy D. Fain

20, 1992   Walter Burkham

20, 1984   R.B. Edwards

20, 2009   Thomas Bell

21, 1996   John Lisano III

21, 1998   James D. Ellis

22, 2003   David J. Horn

22, 2008   Richard Massey

23, 2001   Margie Duty

23, 2010   Howard McNutt

24, 2009   Lloyd Adams

25, 2007   Ronald Cherrington

26, 2007   Glen D. Cheek

27, 2001   Nathaniel Melder

27, 2009   Willis Goodrich

27, 2009   Robert Blaylock

27, 2009   Jack Roberts

29, 2002   Thomas Yanchak

29, 2013   Ned Newman

29, 2008   Robert Bartosh

30, 1987   M.H. Singleton

30, 2009   Larry Allen

30, 2002   Ruperto Hernandez

MAY

 1, 2003   Margaret McDonald

 2, 1987   John M. LeVrier

 2, 2011   Edwin B Wade

 3, 2001   Earl B. Goodrum

 3, 2003   Vincent Grizzaffi, Sr.

 3, 2002   Guy D. Todd 

 4, 2008   William Young Jr. 

 5, 2002   John Trousdale

 7, 2010   Edward L. Jordan

 8, 2005   Johnny G. Rocha

 8, 2006   Glen Carnes

 8, 2013   Willard L. Walden

10, 2008  Betty Lemoine

11, 2015  James Thomason

13, 2001  Collier G. Wright

13, 2003  James P. Paulk

14, 2011  Austin Coleman

15, 2007  Gary N. Box

16, 2004  Joe Dugger

17, 2013  Fred Bankston

17, 2007  Max Allen Wright Sr.

18, 1989  E.R.(Dog) Dennis

18, 2003  Maurine Dietz,

18, 2012  Robert L. Olson

18, 2010  Victor G. Gutierrez

19, 1998  Charles J. Lofland

19, 2007  Edward L. Horelica 

20, 2002  R.F. Swearingen

20, 2004  Doris Ernest

20, 2014  Joe R. Williams Jr. 

21, 2005  Douglas E. Estes

22, 2002  Floyd Cobler

22, 2003  John J. Pineda

22, 2007  Edward Horelica

22, 2007  Leroy Rocha

22, 2006  Ray G. Gartman 

22, 2006  Ray G. Gartman

23, 2010  Harold E. Stephens

24, 2015  Charlie Walter Paul

26, 2015  Joe W. Lorentz Jr.

26, 2009  Charles P. Anderson

27, 2011  Kenneth W. Ginn

27, 2008  Paul H. Mauk

28, 2009  William K. Ford

29, 1995  DeWitt Nickerson

29, 2005  Patricia L. Fawkes

30, 2009  William E. Hamby

30, 2009  Ray L. Cantwell 

31, 1984  Annette Piazza

31, 1997  J.L. Kendrick

31, 2004  Leo Michna

31, 2005  Orville Walker

31, 2011  Luther W. Cook Jr.

31, 2010  Dennis N. Richards
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Continues on Page 27

Lieutenant Zoch assigned Sergeant 
David A. Ferguson as his assistant, whose 
job was to coordinate with the District 
Attorney’s Office regarding any charges 
that would be filed in this case. Chief 
Prosecutor Ned Morris was present during 
the scene investigation, this being the 
norm in cases involving the death and/or 
serious on-duty injury of a police officer.

Further assignments were as follows: 
Sergeant D. D. Shirley conducted an 
at-length interview with the original 
robbery complainant. (This became 
more important than ever since it was this 
offense that eventually led to the death 
of Officer Gaddis); Sergeant R. L. “Rick” 
Maxey began to do thorough computer 
background investigations into the 
criminal histories of both suspects, mainly 
Tamayo; When it became apparent that 
Tamayo and Mendoza’s language barrier 
was an issue, Chicano Squad Investigators 
Jaime Escalante and Vincente Garcia 
were assigned to conduct interviews 
with the suspects; Veteran Detectives 
Maxey and Kennedy supervised these all-
important proceedings while Sergeants 
Larry Ott and Bruce Baker assisted in the 
acquisition of legal consents and warrants 
relating to the recovery of additional 
evidence from both suspects.  

Other observations and evidence 
recovered and/or noted at the scene 
and during the vehicle examination were 
that there were five bullet holes in the 
Plexiglas shield supposedly in place to 
protect the police officer. Six spent .380 
hulls were recovered from the rear area 
of the police car as well as a Bersa .380 
automatic weapon. 

From the evidence recovered, as well 
as from a statement provided by the 
second robbery suspect, the following 
was believed to have been the chain of 
events leading up to this tragedy: 

Somehow, during the original pat down 
and cursory searches conducted at 
the robbery scene, Edgar Tamayo had 
managed to secrete a semi-automatic 
.380 pistol on his person. 

“By this,” Lieutenant Zoch said, “we are 
speaking not only of the Crime and 
Firearms Lab professionals, but also of 
those street ‘grunts’ that do much of the 
dirty work, the Crime Scene Units.” In this 
investigation, CSU Officers Beverly Trumble, 
J. F. Goodfellow, Delinda Wilker, A. K. 
Williams, W. C. Cates, Ray Collins, Keith 
Webb, J. L. Kay, and Lorenzo Verbitskey all 
played important roles in the discovery and 
recovery of evidence. Firearms Examiner 
C. E. Anderson performed all of ballistics 
examinations related to this offense and 
Latent Print Examiner Chuck Sheldon 
assisted in the fingerprint examinations. 

Edgar Tamayo, an experienced hardened 
criminal and also an illegal immigrant, had 
managed to beat the justice system of our 
great country by purchasing a weapon 
just days prior to this offense. 

A violent criminal justifying his actions 
is truly amazing.  Tamayo told Officer 
Escalante that it was the officer’s fault for 
not searching him properly. He said he 
was searched by two different officers 
and went on to say that he was angry, 
managed to get the gun, stood up in 
the back of the car and shot the officer. 
He had the gun on his right side when he 
fired the pistol. Further, he said that he had 
just bought the gun Wal-Mart in Dallas.    
Mendoza told investigators that at one 
point Tamayo tried to dry fire his weapon 
without a bullet in the chamber, but was 
not able to do so. Tamayo said that it was 
difficult to do this while handcuffed, but he 
did it. He seemed proud of his actions.

In October 1994, jury selection began in 
Judge Mike McSpadden’s District Court. 
The lead prosecutor was District Attorney 
John B. Holmes, ably assisted by ADA 
Julian Ramirez.  The Plexiglas police car 
cage had been removed from the car 
after examination. This same cage, bullet 
holes and all, was brought into court as 
further evidence of what happened 
that night. After the lengthy and tedious 
capital jury selection, testimony began. 

After leaving the scene with both 
suspects, Officer Gaddis stopped to 
make a telephone call, believed to have 
been to confer with the District Attorney’s 
Intake Office over charges he intended 
to file on both suspects. During this phone 
call while Tamayo and Mendoza were 
alone, but in the sight of Officer Gaddis, 
according to Mendoza, Tamayo spoke 
of shooting his way out of this situation. 
He was able to get the pistol in his 
handcuffed hands from behind his back.  

When Officer Gaddis drove south on 
Chimney Rock in the block north of Holly, 
Tamayo was able to turn himself around 
in the rear seat and place the pistol right 
up against the Plexiglas barrier and fire it 
six times.  

Later, investigating officers asked 
themselves: Now, what person in his right 
mind would believe he could shoot the 
driver of a car with your hands cuffed 
behind you in a locked backseat, and still 
be able to escape safely?

The actions of Tamayo rendered Officer 
Gaddis totally disabled and the police 
car careened out of control. It crossed a 
residential yard on the northeast corner 
of Chimney Rock and Holly, then crossed 
Holly, and into the yard of the Clay family 
home. It crashed into the front door at a 
high rate of speed. The impact injured 
both Tamayo and Mendoza, but Tamayo 
was able to then kick out the window 
glass of the left rear door and escape.

Tamayo fled north on Chimney Rock, but 
HPD Officer O. R. Warren was southbound 
on Chimney Rock when he observed 
what had to have been his sight of a 
lifetime, a suspect running with his hands 
cuffed behind his back. Amazingly, this 
was the man who had just minutes before, 
murdered Officer Gaddis. The evidence 
was stronger by the minute: the handcuffs 
recovered from Tamayo bore Officer Guy 
Gaddis’ employee number, 98834.

An investigation of this enormity cannot 
be conducted without the professional 
assistance of support personnel.

Continues from Page 23



On Thursday, October 27, 1994, after 
a four-day trial, a jury took just thirty 
minutes to find Edgar Tamayo guilty 
of capital murder.

Next came the punishment phase of the 
trial. Now it would be the prosecution’s 
objective to show that Edgar Tamayo was 
a continuing threat to society as proven 
by his violent criminal past. An illegal 
immigrant, he went to California and 
then to Texas, where he had numerous 
skirmishes with the law. He was found to 
have no regard for the laws of the country 
he chose to call his own. In the continuing 
investigation, Homicide Detective Rick 
Maxey and District Attorney’s Investigator 
Johnny Bonds traveled to California, 
where he found that Tamayo had 
committed criminal acts for which he 
had been imprisoned. Witnesses from 
California as well as officers from the 
local area were available to testify about 
his unlawful demeanor. On Tuesday, 
November 1, 1994, after only three hours 
of deliberation, the jury determined that 
Tamayo should be  sentenced to death 
for the murder of Officer Guy Gaddis.
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Killed in the Line of Duty
April May

William Murphy  April 1, 1910

Paul W. Whitlock  April 17, 1928

Jack Billy Beets  April 30, 1955

Charles R. Gougenheim Jr. April 30, 1955

James F. Kilty   April 8, 1976

Jose A. Zamarron  April 18, 1981

Daryl (Wayne) Shirley April 28, 1982

Isaac Parsons  May 24, 1914

Louis R. Kuba   May 17, 1967

Kent Kincaid   May 22, 1998

Troy A. Blando  May 19, 1999

Alberto Vasquez  May 22, 2001

Eydelman Mani  May 19, 2010

Kevin Will   May 29, 2011  

 

Maria Michelle Groves April 10, 1987

Bruno D. Soboleski  April 12, 1991

Cuong H. (Tony) Trinh April 6, 1997

Charles R. (Charlie) Clark April 3, 2003

Twelve years later he was still on Death 
Row, hiding behind his appeals. Mendoza, 
who testified for the prosecution, received 
a year on the robbery charge and was 
released after serving his time.

In 2007, Officer Gaddis’ daughter 
Stephanie was twelve years old and 
living in El Paso with her Mother, Rosa, 
who remarried and is the mother of 
two more daughters. Stephanie visits 
regularly in Texas with her grandparents, 
uncles, aunts, and cousins. Mr. and Mrs. 
Gaddis reside in Brookside. Mr. Gaddis is 
retired from the Houston Fire Department. 
Brother Glenn is the father of three boys-
Justyn-fourteen, Taylor-nine, and Shane-
seven. Brother Gary is the father of two 
daughters, Abigail-twelve and Mallory-
nine. Glenn and Gary both reside in the 
Pearland area near their parents.

Sergeants Jerry Novak, Larry Webber, 
Fred Carroll, Larry Ott, Hal Kennedy, 
D. D. Shirley and Eugene Yanchak are 
all retired from HPD. Chief Gallemore, 
Captain Edison and Lieutenant Nelson 
Zoch also are retired.

Rick Maxey is now the lieutenant over 
what remains of the Zoch murder 
squad, which still includes the resilient 
Sergeant David Ferguson. 

As for the CSU officers, only Verbitsky, 
Kay and Goodfellow are still active. 
Officers Wilker, Webb and Collins are 
retired, Cates passed away, and 
Trumble and Williams both left the 
department. As to lab personnel, 
Anderson and Sheldon are both 
retired. The officer who alertly arrested 
Tamayo, O. R. Warren, is still assigned to 
the night shift at the Southwest Station.

The Bellaire police chief retired. Officer 
Warner, a night shift stalwart for many 
years in Bellaire, retired and has since 
passed away. Officer Manning is still 
with his department.  Paramedics 
Breeding and Lysack both left the 
Bellaire Fire Department.

Continues from Page 26
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Membership Application Form
Houston Police Retired Officers Association

P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219
Phone/Fax (713) 802-2967 or 1-866-856-7252

PLEASE NOTE:  THIS IS NOT THE CORRECT FORM FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

Name*: ______________________________________________

Spouse’s Name: ______________________________________

Your Date of Birth*: ____________________________________

Address*: _____________________________________________

State*: ________________________________________________

Home Phone*: ________________________________________

Email Address*: _______________________________________

Employee Number*: ___________________________________

Your HPD Class Number*: ______________________________

Your Date of Retirement*: ______________________________

City*: _________________________________________________

Zip Code*: ____________________________________________

Cell Phone: ___________________________________________

SS#* (Last 4#s)***_**_: __________________________________

Gender:       [__] Male    [__] Female

Referred by: ___________________________________________

Marital Status:   [__] Married   [__] Single   [__] Widowed

If you are a widow and have remarried, please give 
full name of deceased spouse: 

_______________________________________________________

I am presently enrolled in the D.R.O.P. program:  
[__] Yes     [__] No

Suggested membership is $100, ($75 yearly dues and a voluntary 
contribution of $25 or more can be made to the PAC (Political 
Action Committee fund), for a total of $100 or more. Yearly 
membership will be renewable annually and a reminder will be 
mailed to you prior to that date each year.

Add $40 for the TMPA Legal Defense Fund for those who want to 
carry TMPA provided insurance for firearms coverage.

Members are required to be receiving a retirement benefit from 
the Houston Police Officers Pension System, City of Houston, “(for 
prior City Marshalls, Airport and Park Police Officers)” or presently 
enrolled in HPD D.R.O.P and hereby apply for membership in 
the HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION (HPROA).

Please fill in amounts:

Annual Dues   $75

PAC Donation   $______ ($25 Suggested Amount)

TMPA Legal Defense Fund  [__] Yes [__] No
   If YES $40 fee   $_______

Total Amount    $_______

Please give us your credit card information for payment, 
or print form and send payment to the address shown at 
top of form.

NOTE:  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE SUBMITTED TO 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON THE SECOND THURSDAY OF 
EACH MONTH. 

Once approved, you will receive your membership 
package. Please allow 3-4 Weeks total from date the 
application was submitted

Credit Card Information (All Fields Required)
 
Card Type: ____________________________________________

Cardholders First Name:________________________________

Cardholders Last Name: _______________________________

Credit Card Number: __________________________________

Exp. Date: ____________________________________________

Security code: ________________________________________

Billing Street Address: _________________________________

Billing City: ___________________________________________

Billing State: __________________________________________

Billing Zip Code: ______________________________________

Billing Country: _______________________________________

If you do not receive a reply from the HPROA Office within 
10 days, please contact us (713) 802-2967
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Continues from Page 29
RetiRee Roundup

RETIRED OFFICERS ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE

FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • PAT KAINER • MATTIE PROVOST • RAY SMITH

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know 
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might 
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us 
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance. 

JANUARY 2019

Guy McMenemy: (1-1-19 nf) Guy called 
and reported that he was released from 
the hospital late Monday and was at 
home taking his meds and hoping for a 
speedy recovery from abdominal hernia 
surgery. A few weeks later Guy developed 
complications from the surgery and 
had to be readmitted to the hospital. 
He had to undergo additional surgery. 
After being released from the hospital 
after the second surgery he transferred 
to Encompass Health and Rehab center 
where he received therapy.   He is now 
home recovering. Give him a call at 713-
805-4422 and cheer him up while we all 
keep him in our daily prayers.

Jerry Cormier: (1-3-19rh): Ali Cormier, 
Jerry’s wife, reported that Jerry was 
admitted to Baylor St.Lukes and was 
undergoing surgery to his throat.  Last year 
Jerry was diagnosed with Esophageal 
cancer and he underwent successful 
surgery to replace his esophagus.  Since 
then he has developed scar tissue and 
the surgery will stretch his throat.  After 
the surgery this morning, Ali reported that 
Jerry is doing well.  Please keep Jerry in 
your prayers.

Jeff Connor: (1-4-19 nf) Son in Law of 
Doug & Mae Bostock was diagnosed with 
a benign cherry size tumor of the brain at 
Memorial Herman hospital today. Jeff 
had a similar tumor removed from the 
same area of the brain some 13 years 
ago. He recovered from that surgery 
without any issues until this latest episode. 
He will undergo surgery to remove the 
tumor in late January or early February. 

The Bostock and Conner family invite 
everyone to include Jeff & his wife Trudy 
in your every prayer.

Sue Turbeville: (1-16-19 nf) Sue was 
transported to Willowbrook Methodist 
hospital by ambulance after falling at 
home. X-rays reveal that she had a broken 
bone above the knee replacement 
she had several years ago. On 1-18 she 
underwent surgery to repair the broken 
bone. Forrest reported that the surgeon 
advised the family that the surgery was 
successful without any complications.  
On 1-25 Sue was released from the 
hospital and moved to the Grace Care 
Center, 11830 Northpointe Blvd, Tomball, 
where she is undergoing a long recovery 
and rehab period. Please keep Sue and 
Forrest in your daily prayers.

Deweliene Hannah: (1-7-19 rh): We were 
notified by Deweliene’s son-in-law, Dennis 
Caufield, that she is at home recovering 
from a broken hip which occurred in 
mid-December. Mrs. Hannah was the 
wife of Chaplin Harold “Bubba” Hannah 
who passed in April of 2017.   Dennis 
said Deweliene is not aware he notified 
us, but he is sure she would appreciate 
some calls from any members who knew 
her and Chaplain Hannah. Her number is 
281-324-4320.

Bob Dement: (1-11-19 nf) Father of 
member D’Ann Guzman was diagnosed 
with throat cancer and he is to begin 
treatments Lift up your prayers for Bob.

Continues on Page 30

Orris D. Patrick: (1-11-19 nf) Betty Patrick, 
spouse, reports that O.D. had stomach 
surgery on 1-10-19  at Nacogdoches 
hospital and was im recovery but doctors 
fear that he may not pull through. O.D. 
has a heart condition that complicates 
matters. On 1-13 Betty reported that Orris 
was still in critical condition but there are 
signs of improvement. Although he is on 
life support his kidneys had recovered, 
his blood pressure was back in the good 
area, and he had a regular heart rhythm. 
On 1-15 Betty reported that physicians 
had inserted a trach in an effort to assist 
Pat’s breathing. His condition was still 
very critical. NOTE:  Orris passed away on 
January 19.

Pat Kainer: (1-27-19 nf) Pat reports that on 
Friday, 1-25-19 he underwent a procedure 
to clear a blockage of an artery in his left 
upper leg. He stated that all went well, 
they stented the artery after removing 
the blockage and sent him home later 
that evening. He was walking around the 
block when we called. The procedure 
has also relieved major pain in his left hip. 
Keep Pat in your prayers.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF
JANUARY 2019

Shirley A. McCalister, 
December 26, 2018
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Continues from Page 29

Deweyliene Hannah: (3-4-19 rh): Mrs. 
Hannah, wife of deceased member 
Chaplain Hannah, has been moved 
from her home to Atria Senior Living, 2401 
Green Oak Drive, Kingwood, Texas 77339.  
Her son-in-law Dennis Caufield stated she 
enjoys hearing from old friends. She can 
be called at832-324-4320.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF
FEBRUARY 2019

Sandra Gail Loofs, 
wife of member John W. Loofs, 

February 15, 2019

James E. Tipton, member, 
February 17, 2019

Lauretta Braggs, 
sister of member Barbara Turner, 

February 24, 2019

James 3:18  Peacemaker who 
sow peace, reap a harvest of 
righteousness.

Isaiah 41:10  Do not fear, for I am with 
you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
with you; I will strengthen you and 
help you, I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand

“May your faith be greater than your 
fear”

Jeff Connor: (2-2-19 rh) Son in Law 
of Doug & Mae Bostock. Last 
month Doug reported that Jeff was 
diagnosed with a benign cherry size 
brain tumor. Jeff had a similar tumor 
removed from the same area of the 
brain 13 years ago, but has had no 
issues until this recent diagnosis of 
this second tumor. He is scheduled 
for surgery this next Monday at 
Memorial Hermann to have this tumor 
removed. The Bostock and Conner 
family invite everyone to include Jeff 
& his wife Trudy in your every prayer. If 
you would like to reach out to Doug, 
his number is 281-221-7466. (2-4-19 nf) 
Doug Bostock reports that his son in 
law who underwent a 9 hour surgery 
to remove a cherry size tumor from his 
brain is now in ICU where family has 
visited. Doctors feel the surgery was 
successful, but he will continue with 
radiation and chemo treatments.. 
Doug wishes to express the profound 
thanks of his entire family for all the 
prayers lifted up for Jeff.

Fred Eicholtz: (2-7-19 nf). Fred fell in his 
home and fractured his hip bone. He 
is doing as well as could be expected 
and is in good spirits.

FEBRUARY 2019

Continues on Page 31

Michael J. Svoboda,  
January 5, 2019

Elayne Maher (member), 
January 16, 2019

Orris D. Patrick (member), 
January 18, 2019

“Common Sense is a flower that does not 
bloom in everyone’s garden”

His wife Judy stated that since it was a 
fracture, not a break, they would let it 
heal over time. They will know more this 
coming week & will pass it along. Lift up 
your prayers for Fred for full and speedy 
recovery. (2-12-19 nf) Pat Kainer reports 
that Fred was moved to The Concierge 
Senior Living, 2310 S. Eldridge Parkway, 
for rehab. Continue to pray for his speedy 
recovery.

Harold Krause: (2-16-19 nf) Nelson Zoch 
reports that he spoke to Harold on Friday. 
Harold is regaining his strength following 
surgery to remove a cancerous bile duct. 
He is now preparing for an insertion of 
a portal on 2-27 to begin his next round 
of chemo. Harold feels the power of 
your prayers and invites us to keep them 
coming. Lift your prayers up daily for 
Harold.

Jon Devore (2-17-19 rh) In December Jon 
was diagnosed with stage three throat 
cancer. In January he began receiving 
chemo treatments at M.D. Anderson. On 
February 14 he completed the chemo and 
on Monday he continued his treatments 
with radiation. The treatments have been 
extremely hard on him, weakening him 
and as he described, making him feel like 
he has been toasted on the inside. He 
has a hard time talking due to soreness 
to his throat. Jon worked many years at 
the pistol range and for several years 
before his retirement he worked in the 
Retired Officer Qualification section. Jon 
was always friendly and helpful. Which 
I will always appreciate. Please lift up 
prayers for Jon, his wife Cheri, and their 
family. UPDATE: (2-25-19) Cheri posted 
on Facebook that she wanted to thank 
all her family and friends that were so 
supportive through Jon’s 7 weeks of 
chemo/radiation treatment. She stated 
the treatments ended, but it is going to 
take some time for him to recover. He is 
still not able to drink or eat, and will have 
the feeding tube for another 5 weeks. 
She said they are praying there will be 
some improvement in another week or 
so, but he is still having side effects from 
treatment. Cheri asked for us to please 
keep the prayers coming! 
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PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS

Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters, 
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family 
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Our Committee Members are:

Forest Turbeville  713-319-5466

Nelson Foehner    713-857-2924

Ray Smith    281-731-1588

Ron Headley   713-253-5749

Mattie Provost   832-653-4921  

Pat Kainer   281-642-6645

Close Encounters of the Skunk Kind
Recently, on our weekend property in 
South Lee County, my wife, Mary Sue, 
was clearing brush near our barn.  
Nelson was gone for a short while, and 
Mary Sue was working on the brush, 
while her ever-faithful dog, Misha,  
was sitting nearby on guard.   Misha is 
a certified therapy dog, a Black Lab, 
who unfortunately, recently lost a rear 
leg as a result of an accident.

At about 4pm that day, a skunk 
appeared from nowhere, according 
to Mary Sue.  The skunk frightened 
Misha, and Misha then frightened the 
skunk.  Mary Sue is very protective of 
Misha, especially since knowing that 
Misha is dealing with the handicap.  
Knowing that skunks are believed 
to be rabid, Mary Sue was able to 
separate Misha from the skunk prior to 
any physical contact and was able 
to get Misha inside the living quarters.

However, this did not solve the 
problem.  The skunk would not be 
scared nor would it go away.  Mary 
Sue had access to a pistol and began 
to attempt to destroy the skunk as 
it really appeared to be sick.  Pistol 
shots did not do the trick, nor did 
numerous rocks thrown at the skunk.  
Prior to the pistol shots, Mary Sue 
called Nelson, who was nearby at a 
shuffleboard tournament.  Nelson’s 
solid advice was to do what you 
need to do, but please do not shoot 
up his newly built barn.  

The skunk continued to roam around 
the area, in and out of the open barn, 
through a cattle-guard type culvert, 
and then back into the fenced yard.  
Throughout this ordeal, a total of some 
45 minutes, it was noted by Mary Sue 
that this skunk HAD NOT sprayed.  A 
second call to Nelson prompted him 
to interrupt his shuffleboard game, 
which, by the way, had been seriously 
affected by this distraction. 

Nelson returned home and was able 
to rid Mary Sue and Misha of the 
problem of this obviously sick skunk.

Internet research indicated that 
this skunk, roaming around during 
daylight hours, was probably under 
the effect of a little-known type of 
rabies.  It was not afraid of anything, 
it was roaming around confused, and 
was not scared of challenging any 
type of confrontation.

How, you ask, did Nelson get rid of 
the skunk?  He released several doses 
of SKUNK-BE-GONE, also known as 
9mm’s.  Mary Sue is actually a better 
shot than Nelson, but Mary Sue ran 
out of bullets and was not aware of 
where the extras were stashed.
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Prepare your family for their financial future 
by signing them up for membership today.

713.986.0200 • 800.927.8707 • HPCU.coop

I T
’ S

 N
E V E R  T O O  E A R LY !

The Retired Badge is an official publication of 
the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association 
(HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the 
supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors. 
However, opinions expressed by individual 
Board members or any other contributor in 
this publication do not reflect the opinion 
of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA. 
Editorial submissions and other items of interest 
from HPROA members are welcomed and 
encouraged.

Commercial advertisements in The Retired 
Badge are paid for by the contributors and 
do not in any manner imply an endorsement, 
warrant, or guarantee by the HPROA.

Editorial Policy: 
The Retired Badge is published in by the 
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association. 
Materials submitted for publication are subject 
to review by the board and to editing. All 
photographs will be refunded if they have a self 
addressed, stamped envelope included.  The 
Retired Badge is published in February, April, 
June, August, October, and December by the 
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association. 
Materials submitted for publication are subject 
to review by the board and to editing. All 
photographs will be refunded if they have a 
self addressed, stamped envelope included. 

Editorial content may be mailed to P.O. Box 
130787, Houston, Texas 77219. 

Deadlines are the 18th of the odd-numbered 
month and should be forwarded and received 
by the Editor on that date.


