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From the Entertainment Committee
Hello Retirees and Friends,
The Corona Virus has affected many
of our events.
Because of CDC regulations, the
Houston Racquet Club had to
postpone
the
Surviving
Spouse
Luncheon that was scheduled for
March 17, 2020. On March 16, 2020
we were notified of this and the SSL
Committee immediately contacted
all invites that were planning on
attending. Everyone we contacted
was very gracious.

As mentioned to those we spoke to,
we will have the Surviving Spouse
Luncheon at a later date, not yet
determined.
The Houston Reunion scheduled
on April 25, 2020 at The Houston
Police Academy is being cancelled.
Chief Acevedo has shut down the
Academy until further notice.

Please keep yourself informed by
checking the HPROA.com website.
We are sorry for any inconvenience
these changes may have caused
you, but we all know it is all for our well
being.

Retirees and Friends, take care.

Our
Fredericksburg
Reunion
is
scheduled October 17, 2020 at the
Pioneer Pavilion at Lady Bird Park in
Fredericksburg. We hope we do not
have to cancel.

Rosalie and Matt

As time passed and I grew into
adulthood, I began to see some
deficiencies in folks sent to represent
us. But that was ok as they were
just like us and after all, we have
deficiencies. Now, in my senior years,
I’ve spent more time observing,
listening, and thinking about the state
of our country and those individuals
we choose to represent us at all
levels. Our local, state, and national
representatives appear at first glance
to be sincere in their desire to speak
for us. Then change occurs and I see
flaws in decisions and actions.

Finally, it appears to me that many
representatives have reached the
point of protecting their positions
and to heck with all else. So now we
see controversy and impeachment
proceedings. What’s next? Perhaps
next is we the people begin speaking
out, becoming more informed and
actually doing something about things
we’ve seen go south. Something as
simple as voting. Anyway, ain’t it nice
to belong to an organization like the
HPROA.

Impeachment
I
watched
the
impeachment
procedings and thought, who’s
driving the bus?
Seems to me
everyone involved had some sort
of defect or else all are confused.
Either way, I believe it’s about time
someone takes control of the bus
and puts this country back on track.
I remember as a youngster thinking
how important and trustworthy our
political representatives were. To me
they were the best of the best and we
were secure and everything would
be OK since all these “big” people
were there to lead us.

Continues on Page 5
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ANTHONY KIVELA

OUR PENSIONS
As this is being written, the stock market
is taking us on a roller coaster ride, with
billowing upward movement followed
by an extremely steep drop, then an
unexpected rocky curve with another
short ascension, then dropping rapidly
again… a short breather, then repeat
the process. The market may likely
have an impact on legislative bills that
could affect our members, which could
be filed in the upcoming 87th Texas
legislative session that begins January
12, 2021. Rest assured, the HPROA
doesn’t wait until that date to work on
our plan to safeguard our pensions.
We have moved from the City
of Houston, county, and state
election run-off races, and are now
transitioning in a more accelerated
mode to devoting even more time
to the upcoming state elections. The
HPROA’s primary goal is to fervently
work toward maintaining our pension
benefit, and that is always foremost
in our minds. We do this in a number
of ways, beginning with collaborating
with
HPOPS,
other
employee
groups, and city elected officials.
Ultimately though, any change to the
“foundation” of the pension must be
blessed by the State Legislature. Much
unseen work is done with elected
officials behind the scenes in the
nearly two-year off-period between
legislative sessions in order to develop
positive relationships so that we can
explain the impact that changes to
our retirement system would have on
our retirees. Many of our retirees live
solely on a fixed income, coupled
with reduced Social Security benefits
due to the WEP and GPO (IF any
are received). The HPROA’s job is
to ensure that these state legislators
understand the impact their decisions
can have on real people, our retirees.
We will continue to keep our members
advised in the upcoming months.

WEBMASTER OPENING ANNOUNCED
Our Webmaster, Jim Ashby, publicly
announced a few months ago in our
board and business meetings that he will
be resigning from his position. Jim has
been working on the HPROA’s website for
nearly 20 years (maybe more!). After our
March Board Meeting, he formally sent
his voluntary resignation to the Board,
effective August 13, 2020. If you have
interest, or have a lead on someone who
might be the perfect candidate, please
email or call me with that information.
The candidate’s name will be added to
a list of possible job seekers. This is a paid
contract position, and lots of work will
be expected from the person selected.
We are in the process of developing a
job description now, with the intent of
hiring a retiree who can work not only as
Webmaster, but who has basic knowledge
on database building and maintenance.
Your Board of Directors will be making the
final hiring decision.
MEDICARE AND MEDICAL INSURANCE
The City Open Enrollment period has
passed, but retirees on Medicare are
reminded that the City allows retirees
who are on one of the five City Medicare
plans to change from one program to
another at the beginning of any month of
the year. For example, a retiree in a City
Kelsey Advantage Medicare plan due
to a cancerous condition may want to
transfer to a Medicare Supplement plan
that allows treatment at M.D. Anderson
Hospital. This can be started at any time
of the year by a phone call to City Human
Resources (see contact info elsewhere
in this edition) where the retiree will be
advised what paperwork is necessary.
There is no need for an HPD retiree on City
Medicare to wait until the publicized and
much confusing nation-wide Medicare
open enrollment is marketed in December,
it can be ignored.

Anthony Kivela, Executive Director

When enrolling in Medicare at 65, there
is no change to these city plans, you will
continue paying the same premium if you
elect to continue coverage when you
transition to Medicare. Some Medicare
retirees get their vision checked from their
Medicare provider, yet use their City vision
insurance for their lens and frame.
There were many changes for retirees
who are off of active insurance rates,
but are under 65 without Medicare, who
subscribe to a City Medical Plan.
• City H.R. listened to the HPROA,
among others, and started a new online
appointment
scheduling
program.
Appointments can be booked at www.
cityofhoustonbenefits.org …maybe! As
soon as opening the H.R. Retiree Section
to appointments, they had to delay
the process due to the Coronavirus.
Nevertheless, we have been told that
after the crisis is over, they will reopen for
both walk-ins and online booking.

If you want to keep your dental and vision
plan when entering Medicare, you can
do so.

Continues on Page 5
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A Message from Bob Barnard, President HPROA

Our Sergeant, R Linebarger and
Officer Jim Shirley, told us when be
left the mess hall that we would be
walking through the walls to death
row, and to stay in a single file straight
line and not stop. I was about in the
middle of the pack during our walk
and we were seeing prisoners out in
the yard talking to each other. As we
were walking, I heard someone call
my name, and I saw an old friend. I
walked out of line to speak to the
prisoner. His name was Buddy Newby,
who was a few years older than me,
who went to Reagan High School.
I asked him what he was doing in
prison and he stated, “aw, they said
I stole a car.”
Bob Barnard, President

WHAT A WORLD WE LIVE IN
TRY AND REMEMBER YOUR
“GOOD OLD DAYS”

OWN

I can remember the day I decided
to apply to the Houston Police
Department in 1964. I was turning
21 years old in March, and the class
started in May. I was selling nonfood
items to grocery stores, making $500
to $550 dollars per month, had a
company car and was leaving a
good job to make $325 per month
at HPD. I was working with several
old high school Reagan rats as we
called ourselves. The reason for
that name was because most of us
leaving Reagan either went to the
police department or jail.
To make a point, when we were in
our final couple of weeks of police
school, we went to the Huntsville
State Penitentiary to have a tour with
lunch. There were 36 of us walking
around in our khaki uniforms, with our
hats, getting to sit in “Old Sparky,”
the electric chair that was still in use.
We then went to lunch, courtesy of
the warden, as all of the food was
still farmed by the prisoners.

About that time the line had stopped
and Sergeant Linebarger was behind
me asking what I was doing. If any of
you old timers remember Linebarger
he was 97% official business all the
time. I told him he was an old Heights
boy and introduced him. Needless
to say he was not happy, told me to
get my arce back in line, or he would
leave me at the prison. I later told the
sergeant that the previous summer
I had played on a softball team
composed of Reagan graduates that
were not in prison yet. He still was not
happy with my answer, but he did
state that he hoped I would be a
good cop, because it was evident I
knew how they thought.
The next 21 years of my career had
ups and downs, but for the most it
was a great time with true blue police
buddies, along with citizens that
appreciated us.
The next 25 years I owned two
different businesses, was a national
sales manager for a body armor
company, and did some consulting.
It was rewarding, but not full filling like
being a cop.

March 2020: NOT WHAT I THOUGHT
ABOUT 56 YEARS AGO
I always thought, when I fully retired,
getting older would be a walk in
the park. Now all of us worry about
our pensions, health insurance,
Social Security, crime, politics,
Covid-19 pandemic, which foods
to eat, etc. What happened to
the good old days we had as
kids and young adults? Now we
have no sporting events, oil prices
are dropping and our savings are
taking a hit. We can’t gather with
our old friends because of health
hazards and the government is
slowly telling us how to live our
lives. Some politicians are telling us
what kind of health insurance “We
the people need,” however they
will not be using what the people
need, but their own private
insurance the elites will have. This
sounds of Russia, China, and other
countries dictatorships.
MY POSITION ALONG WITH THE
HPROA BOARD
“Leadership is not a position or a
title, it is action and example.”
During a crisis, leaders have
the
difficult
and
opposing
responsibilities of keeping their
members and teams informed,
while also compelling them to
remain calm and focused on their
goals. We are dealing with a now
Coronavirus epidemic. A bigger
problem, is fear itself. Anxiety here is
outpacing reality. Why do people
get frightened in general? Either
I’m not receiving information or I’m
skeptical of what I am receiving.
The information and facts of this
virus is not very frightening.

Continues on Page 6
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For Members and Their Families
What would happen to
your retirement savings
if you needed long term
care???

For more
call:
Garland Cole
M.D. Beale

information,
512.327.3456
713.419.7455

7 out of 10 –
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are
likely to need long term care services. ¹
Long Term Care Pays –
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home,
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)

Address Change

Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve
you if we know where you are.

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252.
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
Houston Police Retired Officers Association
P.O. Box 130787 • Houston, Texas 77219
713-802-2967 • Toll Free 1-866-856-7252
www.hpdretired.com

Executive Officers
President
Bob Barnard

Executive Director
Anthony Kivela

1st Vice President
Matthew Potell

2nd Vice President
Medwin Beale

Treasurer
Ed Aldridge

Secretary
Sue Gaines

Parliamentarian
Bill Elkin

Sergeant-At-Arms
Robert L. Crane

Attorney at Law

Executive Board
of Director
Jim Ashby
Roy McDonald
Jim St. John
Shelly Scheibe
Steven Toth
Fred Walschburger
Nelson Zoch

JAN RICH

Past President
Steve Rayne
Office Secretary
Cathy Buckles
Retired Badge Editor
Nelson Zoch
Webmaster
Jim Ashby

Personal Injury
Probate & Wills
Estate Planning
1533 W. Alabama, Suite
100, Houston, TX 77006

832-654-0718

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION
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Continues from Page 2
• We finally have the following in writing for the first time.
The most positive change was that retirees will be able
to earn a discount on their Cigna medical plan rate.
The amount of the discount hasn’t been announced,
but the HPROA is encouraging the city to at least
match the discount given to active officers. We were
previously verbally told that the discount will be effective
later this year, but the inception of the program’s direct
discounts will not start until May 1, 2021. We will publish
more information as it becomes available.
• Memorial Hermann Health Network (MHHN) no longer
participates in the Limited Network Plan. A new physician
group, Village Family Practice, has been added to
replace MHHN. Before the City transitioned to Village
Family Practice, the HPROA sent correspondence to
the CEO of Memorial Hermann Network encouraging
them to negotiate. We did this because some of our
members complained about possibly losing their
Memorial Hermann physicians.
• For those with City Dearborn National Life Insurance,
Dearborn merged with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Texas.
If you didn’t subscribe to it when retiring, you are not
eligible to purchase it now.
This brings up a most very important item. If when retiring
you waive medical, dental, life, or vision insurance, you
and/or your dependents may not be able to elect
any of these benefits during open enrollment, or for
that matter, any other period in the future. But, if you
just “Opt-Out” of any of these benefits, you and your
dependents may be able to later enroll during open
enrollment.

This distinction is so important, that when retiring if one
is opting out or waiving any type of life, vision, dental,
or health insurance benefits, the retiree should get this
is writing and have H.R. explain the implications of each
term. There is so much variance between individual
circumstances that makes no one particular option best
for everyone. Otherwise, this can negatively affect a
retiree for the rest of his/her life.
Have you had a “Qualifying Life Event”? This includes
a divorce, the birth of a child, an adoption, adding
a dependent (grandchild, grandparent, disabled
person, etc.) and others listed on the City H. R. website.
For example, you only have 30 days after the event to
add a spouse, birth, etc., or the dependent will have to
wait until the annual open enrollment to be added to
medical, dental, or vision insurance.
IN CLOSING:
My vow when accepting this position was to be as
available as possible to all of our members. If you hear
rumors, need information, or have positive or negative
feedback…please feel free to contact me as follows:
On my cell phone- it is my only phone number
and the number is in our member’s directory, or
Email at hproa.exec.dir@att.net
FaceBook or LinkedIn under my name Anthony
Kivela,
Twitter @AnthonyKivela, or
The “Retired Houston Police Officers” closed and
vetted FaceBook group (send me an invite to join if
you’re not a member)
God Bless, thank you for your service, and stay safe.

Continues from Page 1
There we see representatives actually involved,
concerned, and working to deliver on their promise to
speak for us. Perhaps the politicians should take a page
from the HPROA’s book.

Thanks to the HPROA Board, past and present, for your
hard work and leadership.
Till nxt time,
EJ
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Academy Class #36 graduated on
December 15, 1967 with fifty-five new
Officers beginning a career with HPD.
An extra-large number of these left
HPD prior to serving twenty years and
earning a retirement.

Jimmy D. Cullar, a Detective, 30, 1997,
Conrad Dippel, a SPO, 20, 2019; Freddy
L. Guidry, 39, 2012; Edward A. Lopez,
a SPO, 28, 1997; Charles H. Rudolph,
a Detective, 23, 2017; Douglas Larry
Smith, a Lieutenant, 37, 2007; Robert
E. Smith, a Sergeant, 36, 2006; Horst
Kurt Steinke, a Sergeant, 10, 1978;
Walter E. Yargo, a Detective, 31, 2008
and Jerry E. Williams, a Lieutenant, 35,
2005.

The Current History of Academy Class #36

Those were W.E. Shaffer, L.A. Becker,
John A. Ivy, J. Johnson, I. Brown, F.B.
Thomas Jr., W.E. Leslie, J.J. Reinecke,
E.J. Price, H.W. Rodgers Jr., A.D.
Queen, R.W. Ingram, R.E. Brewer, D.C.
Dozier, E.D. O’Briant, T.R. Buford, F.L.
Thompson, and Lucky T. Wilson.
There were no Line of Duty Deaths
from this class.
The following earned their retirement,
but have since passed away, along
with their years of service and year of
death:
Freddy G. Black, a Sergeant, 20, 2016;
Paul F. Bruce, a Senior Police Officer,
25, 1995; . . .

The following, according to HPOPS
records, earned their retirement are
still hopefully enjoying the fruits of their
labor today, along with their years of
service and year of retirement:
Calvin E. Adolph, a Senior Police
Officer, 45, 2013; Phillip H. Bankston,
a SPO, 21, 1989; Steve R. Benavides,
a SPO, 21, 1989; John L. Bonds, a
Detective, SWAT Sergeant and D.A.
Investigator, 20, 1988;
Gerald L.
Carter, a SPO in the Bomb Squad, 24,
1991; . . .

William M. Casteel, a Sergeant in the
Juvenile Division, 24, 1992; Larry L. Earls,
a Homicide/IAD/Juvenile Lieutenant,
36, 2004; Thomas A. Hoffpauir, a CID
Investigator, 35, 2003, and Steve N.
Huhn, a SPO, 33, 2001; Joe W. Landrum,
a SPO, 36, 2004; Gwen G. Lively, an SPO,
21, 1989; Tommy G. Morris, a Lieutenant,
38, 2006; Theodore L. Rayon, a SPO,
36, 2004 Scott A. Short, a SPO, 37, 2005
Floyd M. Slay, a SPO in B & T, 36, 2004;
Donald L. Springer, a SPO, 25, 1993; R.F.
Syphrett, a SPO, 20, 1988; Charles V.
Thompson, a Sergeant, 22, 1990; Glen
E. Thyssen, a SPO/SWAT Sniper, 20, 1988
and Charles L. Tucker, a SPO, 38, 2006.
There were five members of this class
who opted for the HPOPS privacy
option, but are reasonably assumed to
have officially retired. They were:
J. H. Grossman, 33, 2001, B.R. Franklin,
21, 1988, W.K. Lanham, 20, 1988, D.M.
Colwell, 24, 1992, and S.L. Clappart, a
Homicide Detective, 23, 1991.

Continues on Page 7
Continues from Page 3
The fear factor comes from:
Not receiving information. When our
members don’t have the information
they want or need, it is our job to get
the information from the State and
City, about insurance, pensions, crisis
or HPOPS and report it as we find out.
People worry about what they don’t
know and what is being kept from
them. This will start rumors.
People don’t trust the information they
are receiving. Once an organization
or leaders lose credibility, almost
anything they say will be questioned.
It is critical for our organization to
always speak truthfully.

The information received is frightening.
Sometimes leaders must give our
members information that could
scare or upset them. It was upsetting
to a lot of members when we reported
that our pensions were in jeopardy a
few years ago. What happened? We
came together and decided to fight,
went to the legislature in Austin with
our “Back the Blue” shirts, and we
prevailed in the long run. When you
are reading this, just remember the
City and State are looking out for our
welfare during this crisis, and as much
as it will inconvenience us we must
adhere to the rules in this situation.

I encourage all of our members to
attend our board meetings that
begin at 8:30 AM, just prior to the
membership meeting, and are held in
the room directly next door. I would
also like to see more of our members
run for board positions, as this is your
organization, and I am probably sure
there is a lot of good ideas from newer
members.
As your President I will always strive
to keep you informed, try to have
interesting speakers, do more for
the members and look out for your
welfare at all times. Please help me
with your input and remember that
the President works for the members.
Bob
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But anyway, Roger is also known for stirring
up s---, stuff. He will, almost daily, call Jim
Hudson who is a master of stirring stuff and
give Jim a small amount of information on
some subject, usually about other folks.
Usually this involves Forrest Turbeville,
Jimmy Williams, Doug Hudson, John
Sweatt, E.J. Smith, and others. Now Jim
loves to grow information into a mountain
of stuff and so it goes. Then Roger walks
in smiling while others pick up the pieces.

M.D. Beale, Fred Walschburger and others
forewarned us about Tallboy Dickson, but
we fall into his trap on a continuing basis.

Several items of note: Steve Benavides
is presently The Houston Police VFW Post
6010 Commander, which is the only Police
Department in Texas to have its own VFW
Post. Also, Johnny Bonds, was well-noted
as being THE COP WHO WOULDN’T QUIT
in the Wanstrath Triple Murder in 1979 and
later of the book of the same title.

While I am aware of the two above listed
items, I realize there are likely a number
of other noted accomplishments from this
class but unfortunately, I am not aware of
them to report.
May the Good Lord continue to bless all
of these fine men and their families.

Available: Mobility Scooter Lift
The Family Assistance Committee
has received a Mobility Scooter
Lift and Carrier as a donation.
It has been in our storage for
several months and is available
to any of our members or their
family. We checked on line and
found that this type of carrier sells
for over $1200.
The lift is a “BRUNO” Model #
ASL-250 and it appears to be
in excellent condition. We also
have several wheelchairs and
other equipment available to
any member in need.
For any questions please contact:
Henry Chavez, 281-687-8962 or
Ron Headley, 713-253-5749

Tallboy
Perhaps you’ve heard the name Tallboy
as in (AKA) Dickson, Roger Dickson, that
is. Roger, as most of us have heard, is
proud of his Marine heritage. He very
often raises the subject and is not bashful
about talking down other branches
of the military. He must be reminded
from time to time that the Marines, who
came after the Army, is merely a spin off
of the Navy.

I certainly hope that any of you who
have been tainted by Roger’s stories
will respond in kind See you at the next
HPROA meeting and we’ll discuss Tallboy
and his antics.
Till next time,
EJ

Continues from Page 6
The “Last Man Standing” award has to
go to C.E. (Gene) Adolph with 45 years,
followed by Freddie Guidry (39), and
Tommy Morris and Charles Tucker with
38 years. There seemed to have been a
number of good jobs available at the time
OR maybe DROP may have been a factor.

Nelson J. Zoch

The Retired Badge April - May 2020 Edition

8

HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

Call
Alan Helfman
4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801
RiverOaksChrysler.com

HELFMAN

DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

HELFMAN
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN

FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI

Houston’s #1
Volume Dealer!

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com
713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT

FIAT • MASERATI

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award

2012 • 2013 • 2014

713-533-6100
11819 Southwest
Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiat.com
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com
Open Mon - Sat

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.

The Retired Badge April - May 2020 Edition

Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts

9

HPROA Family Assistance Committee:

Family Assistance Unit:

Forrest Turbeville, Chairman		
713-319-5466
Nelson Foehner				713-857-2924
Ron Headley					713-253-5749
Ray Smith					281-731-1588
Pat Kainer					281-642-6645
Mattie Provost			
281-389-3122
Henry Chavez				281-687-8962
Tim Dillon					281-831-6771

Senior Police Officers Jennifer Smesny, 713-308-1237, Jorge R.
Lucero, 713-308-1240, and Rochon Hall, 713-308-1239.
If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center,
713-308-1500.

Burial Fund:
832-969-9099. Leave message for someone to contact you.

UNRAVELING TAX HEADACHES & BUILDING FINANCIAL VISION

Did your financial planner ask to
see your most recent tax return?
By integrating financial planning and tax
preparation, we are in a unique position to weave
diverse elements of your financial picture into a
unified, comprehensive plan that can meet your
long-term goals.

(281) 440-6279
11555 Champion Forest Drive
Houston, TX 77066
www.MolenTax.com

Securities offered through 1st Global Capital Corp. Member FINRA, SIPC • Investment advisory services offered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc.
Insurance services offered through 1st Global Insurance Services, Inc.

10

The Retired Badge April - May 2020 Edition

The Retired Badge April - May 2020 Edition

HPROA Event Calender:

11

April, May, and June 2020

DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS, ANY SCHEDULED EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION.
Thursday, April 2, 2020
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, May 7, 2020
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, April 9, 2020
HPOPS Board Meeting (See Below)

Thursday, May 14, 2020
HPOPS Board Meeting (See note above)

NOTE FROM HPOPS: HPOPS COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE
HELD THE TUESDAY MORNING PRIOR TO THE THURSDAY
BOARD MEETING AND ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS. THE
HPOPS WEBSITE SHOULD BE CHECKED TO VERIFY EXACT
TIMES AND SCHEDULING.

Thursday, May 14, 2020
8:15am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, April 9, 2020
8:15am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
Saturday, April 25, 2020, 10AM-2PM
HOUSTON REUNION AT THE HOUSTON POLICE
ACADEMY GYMNASIUM. MORE TO FOLLOW FROM
THE ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE. AS OF 3/17/2020,
THIS HAS BEEN CANCELED AS THE ACADEMY HAS
BEEN SHUT DOWN.

Thursday, June 4, 2020
HPOU General Membership Meeting.
Thursday, June 11, 2020
HPOPS Board Meeting. (See above)
Thursday, June 11, 2020
8:15am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting

HPROA New Members
FEBRUARY 2020:
Griff Maxwell, James Chapman, David Criswell, Peter
Hamilton, Stephen Howard, Marvella James, Warren
Jones, Donald Kelley, Robert King, Charles Reagle,
Herlinda Reutzel, George Shaw, Kenneth Szymczyk, James
Thomas, Silvia Trevino, Glenn Yorek.
Associate members proposed:
Barbara Schwartz.

MARCH 2020:
Randall Adams, Tina Bailey, David Browne, Roger Chappell,
Erica Fuentes, Michael Hightower, Darrell Schoppa, John
Trevino, David Zaunbrecher.
Associate members approved:
Barbara Schwartz.
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By M. D. Beale, Jr.

I went to the Academy store just up
the road and they had a few 100
round boxes of Remington HV round
nose bullets at the $7.50 price and
nine of the 100 round CCI MiniMag
hollow points for $8.00. I got 5 of
each. I left a few boxes of each
on the almost empty shelves just to
not be too greedy. There were no
Winchester boxes, very few Federal
small boxes, the few Remington HV
and the CCI hollow points. There
were a number of the small boxes of
the CCI standard velocity – and that
was about it. The .22 long rifle section
of the shelves were almost bare. Go
figure.

The Shotgun Corner

This is a crazy time. This COVID-19 virus
stuff is making less intelligent citizens
act absolutely crazy!
These bugs are so infinitesimally small
that nobody ever saw one until 1931
when the electron microscope was
first used.
How in the world buying up all of
the.22 long rifle shells [and other
ammo] and all of the toilet paper in
the country is going to help protect
them from the virus I just don’t know. I
guess they think they can shoot them,
and if that doesn’t work then the virus
is going to give them severe diarrhea!
Mass hysteria is what it is, I think. It just
reaffirms my long-held low opinion of
the general public. They’ve certainly
lived down to my low expectations this
go-round. I hope by the time you’re
reading this life will have returned to
some semblance of normalcy.
I shot up all my .22 shells in my shooting
bag yesterday. This afternoon I went
online to check prices on some CCI
MiniMags. Nobody had any of the
regular 40 grain round nose bullets.
There were hollow points and shorts
and subsonic and standard velocity
– and very few of those around. I
called Cabela’s and the lady told
me that the gun counter was full so
she couldn’t go check the shelves,
but she had been told that they were
completely out of ammo. I don’t
know if she meant all of the ammo
or just all of the .22 long rifle ammo. I
didn’t drive down there.
Carter Country wasn’t listing them
online either and most of the
Academy stores in the area only had
one box left of the regular MiniMags,
if they had any at all.

All things considered, it really didn’t
make all that much difference which
brand and load I chose since all I
want to do with it is shoot it up for fun.
But I’ve put in some work on trying out
different ammo and while the CCI
standard velocity gives slightly better
groups than the other stuff, the CCI
MiniMags give the best all-around
performance at any reasonable
range in the particular rifle I wanted
to shoot.
Now the pistol cases are cleaned out,
too. A Second Amendment scare
hasn’t produced sales like this. Not
sure what these people are worried
about. Anyway, I’m going to do my
dead level best to seriously try not to
think about it. All of this is way above
my paygrade.
Other than eating out and church this
“shutdown” isn’t bothering me too
much. I just grab something to shoot
and go to the range. As long as The
Tamale Truck is open I can still “eat
out” – kind of.
Shooting is generally an outdoor
sport, so I guess it’s an “approved”
activity. The indoor ranges have long
been required to run exhaust fans for
environmental reasons so I’m thinking
that should be okay, too.

At any rate, I’m not going to hoard
this .22 ammo. My grandson and I are
going to use it judiciously to bang little
steel targets and have a good time.
And there are some clay targets, too,
that need to be busted.
Hopefully, by fall this will all be over,
and I can get back to hunting this
year. However, The Lord is running
this show and it’ll work out on His
schedule. By the time you read this
everything going on now will be OBE
[Overcome By Events] and nobody
knows what that will entail.
Now’s the time to start sharpening
up shotgun skills since September
dove and early duck season is only 6
months away and it’ll be here before
you know it. It’s never too soon to
start.
It’s a sad fact that HPD doesn’t even
have a pistol or rifle or shotgun team
any longer. Even the Feds keep theirs.
Time was when shooting events were
high entertainment and really big
social events.
Hunting and shooting clubs were
ubiquitous through out the world.
Every town and community had their
Schuetzen and clay busting clubs
and regular matches where the town
turned out to support their shooters as
well as have a day or weekend long
social event.
The whole Gulf Coast area used to
be host to several large hunting clubs
that proliferated the edges of the
marshes from Florida to Mexico.
Phoebe
Ann
Mosey
was
an
international star, traveling throughout
the world, she performed the most
amazing shooting exhibitions for
many years under the “stage name”
Annie Oakley.

Continues on Page 14
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East Side Drunk Stabs and Kills David Noel
Then Gets Mere 20-Year Sentence and Parole
By Nelson Zoch

After continuing to bother the other patrons, he was told to
come outside with Officers Noel and Davis.

Officer David Franklin Noel was born on September 22, 1943
in the Texas town of Huntington, near Lufkin. After attending
school there and graduating from Zavalla High School in 1962,
he served his country in the United States Army for two years.
Noel joined the Houston Police Department on December 27,
1966, graduating from the Houston Police Academy in Cadet
Class No. 34 on April 14, 1967. He was initially assigned to the
Evening Shift Central Patrol, later worked in the Juvenile Division
for a short time but returned to the Evening Shift at Central.

While they were speaking to this male, who was later identified
as Paul Villalpand Deleon (Latin-American Male, 42) another
intoxicated male interfered. He verbally criticized both officers,
but, more importantly, he was holding an empty beer bottle in
what the officers both felt was a threatening manner. He was
told several times to leave, but refused to do so. At this time,
Noel and Davis turned their attention to him and advised him
that he was under arrest.

On the night of Friday, June 16, 1972, Officers David Noel and
J. R. “Jimmy” Davis finished their 3 p.m. – 11 p.m. tour of duty
at Central and Northwest stations, respectively. Both then
reported to 316 N. Nagle to work their regular Friday night extra
job at Castillo’s Lounge. An intoxicated male was bothering
other patrons inside the lounge and was warned by the officers
that his behavior would not be tolerated.

During this time, a small crowd gathered and a female, Rachel
Garcia (Latin-American Female, 29) verbally inserted herself into
the matter. She made the comment, “If you are going to mess
with that Mexican, you are going to have to mess with a bunch
of us.” She then said something in Spanish to Paul Deleon, which
neither Officer Noel nor Davis understood. It was later learned
from a witness that she was saying, “pichalo.” This meant “stab
him” or “stick him” in Spanish.

Continues on Page 23
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Continues from Page 12
Buffalo Bill’s show was a super rock
star size production where whole
populations of cities and counties all
over the world turned out.
Today not many people know the
name of U. S. shotgun shooter, Kim
Rhode, the first holder of Summer
Olympic medals from six consecutive
Olympics on five different continents,
male or female.
Both women started their shooting
careers in their early teens.
Prominent Houstonian Forest McNeir
won the 1920 Olympic Individual
and Team Gold medals for clay
pigeon competition. He was born
in Washington D. C. in 1875 and
died in Houston in 1957. Being the
grandson of a Cherokee princess
and a famous Texas lawyer, he was
raised at Smith Point on the east side
of Galveston Bay by his widowed
mother,
his
grandmother
[said
Cherokee princess] along with a
younger brother.
About 1883 he received a letter from
his uncle, John Meyers, a prominent
Washington D. C. attorney.
The
letter stated that if he was old
enough to write him a letter, he
would send him a gun.
He hadn’t learned to write yet at 8
years of age, but showing his mental
agility, he enlisted the aid of Mr.
LeBert, a boarder at their home,
who wrote a wonderful Spenserian
script. He wrote out a letter for him.
Practicing copying the letter over
and over, he finally accomplished
a satisfactory letter which he took
to the post office at a neighbor’s
house, and then watched the mail
boat out of sight.
The agonizingly long wait for the mail
boat to bring a reply paid off.

What arrived was a Westly Richards
cased “Best” 12 gauge complete
with 100 empty shells and reloading
tools along with primers and wadding,
but sans powder and shot which the
freight company wouldn’t haul [sound
familiar?]. An order for those missing items
to Galveston remedied the deficiency
and soon there were shells to shoot.
Hunters and shooters from all over came
to see the first breech loading shotgun in
the area. One even wanted to borrow it
to go bear hunting.
Forest took the gun and went with his
mother to get some ducks. They jumped
a pair and his first shot killed one on the
wing and crippled the second.

Both
were
so
excited
that
grandmother came running to find
out what the excitement was. He
had jerked his clothes off and swam
out to get his prize to the excited
encouragement of the women.
He went on to win Texas state clay
pigeon titles in 1917, the Olympics
in 1920, and more state titles in the
1930’s.
I wish I could write a letter that would
net me a Westly Richards “Best”
quality English handmade shotgun.
What an uncle.
See y’all at the range….
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On May 21, 1971, a tragic event
occurred that impacted the lives
of so many families. In a big city like
Houston, tragedies occurred much
too often and as Houston police
officers, we dealt with these tragedies
on a daily basis. Crimes often have a
lasting effect on the victim and their
families. Police officers seldom have
an opportunity to talk with the victims
or their families, who were impacted
by the tragedies that occurred earlier
in their lives.
Over 46 years ago Mary Kathleen
“Kathy” MacDonald was brutally
murdered during an armed robbery
of the Kroger store in the River Oaks
Shopping Center. At the time of the
robbery/murder, Mrs. MacDonald was
only 26 years old and happily married.
Her husband was Kenneth MacDonald
and they had a four-month-old son
and a four year old daughter. Her
son Kenneth “Ken” MacDonald
was named after his father and her
daughter is Kimberly “Kim” MacDonald
Kammerer. Because the children lost
their mother at such a young age,
they had many unanswered questions
about the event that took her away
from them and about what happened
to the man who was responsible.

15

Kim, though only four years old,
remembers the day her mother was
shot and the events that occurred
shortly before the robbery. Kim said
Mrs. MacDonald was not scheduled
to work that morning, but she needed
to pick something up at the store. Kim
wanted to go with her mother but
had stepped on a thorn while going
to the car. Kim’s father kept Kim at
home to care for her foot. Because
Kim had hurt her foot, she was not in
the store during this brazen robbery
and shooting.
Mrs. MacDonald’s family was not
the only family that suffered at the
hands of a ruthless killer. The store’s
manager Bill Johnson was shot in the
chest, with the bullet barely missing
his heart by less than an inch. He went
to the hospital where he was fighting
for his life, as his family prayed. Janet
Dean, a twenty-year-old co-worker
of Mrs. MacDonald, was shot in the
back during the robbery and would
be paralyzed and confined to a
wheelchair for the rest of her life.
There were many families and friends
grieving for their loved ones on this
fatal day. Even Kim’s children were
impacted by this tragic event, they
would never know their grandmother.

Kim’s daughter Madison came with
her mother to meet and talk with the
men who arrested the suspect that
took her grandmother’s life.

Many years after her mother’s death,
Kim met Catherine “Cathy” Motley
Richards in a phycology class at Blinn
Junior College, in Brenham, Texas.
Continues on Page 18
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

4, 1937		
Ben L. Roberts
10th			 Eveonne Sanders			
14, 1934		
Jimmie Watson
17th			
Barbara Harlan
17, 1937		
Fred Walschburger
18, 1934		
Richard Delano
19, 1954		
A.H. and LaVerne Pivonka
20, 1929		
Albert H. Pivonka
21, 1938		
Antoinette Vento
21st			
Patricia I. Lynch
24, 1960		
Tommy and Pat Mitchell
24, 1970		
William L. and Kathryn Panzer
27, 1957		
Dorothy and Ben Roberts
EDITOR’S NOTE: Information on birthdays and anniversaries is only
printed at the request of the members involved. The requestor is
totally responsible for the accuracy of said information.

MAY

1, 1954		
Carey Ledet
10th			John Harlan
13th			Patsy Whitehead
15th			Susan Hightower
17th			Darolyn Langhorne
24, 1968		
Mary and Albert Nichols
25, 1940		
Richard L. Summer
26, 1944		
Carole Ann DeFoor
28, 1955		
Debbie and Paul Artz
31, 1945		
Carolyn Maniscalco
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Membership Application and Benefits
information on page 25

MOBILE COP SHOP
Mobile Cop Shop

SINCE 1990

SUPPLIES FOR THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
mobilecopshop.com - for schedule
SPRING, TEXAS
(281) 353-5329

J.R. KNOTT
MOBILE (713) 822-8160

Law Enforcement prices on
Smith & Wesson and Sig Sauer
Duplicate badges -full or wallet size
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Through the years, they remained
friends and often talked about the
murder of Kim’s mother. Kim had
so many questions about what
happened that day and they talked
often about the murder.
Cathy would later become a Houston
police officer and their friendship
continued. Because Kim lived in Dallas,
Cathy assumed the robbery/murder
occurred in Dallas and it wasn’t until
recently that Cathy learned the
robbery occurred in Houston. Cathy is
currently a lieutenant in the Robbery
Division, and she decided to look for
the answers to some of the questions
that have haunted Kim during the
past 46 years.
When Cathy was assigned to the
Major Offenders Division, she worked
with retired sergeant Ben Norman. She
never knew, until recently, Ben had
a lot of the answers to the questions
that haunted Kim. Back in 1971, Ben
had made the call to the Kroger
store where Mrs. MacDonald was
killed, and he arrested the suspect
responsible for Mrs. MacDonald’s
murder. As Cathy sought the answers
to Kim’s questions, she learned that
retired sergeant Willie Joe Kovar
and Detective Anthony “Tony” M.
Baiamonte (deceased) investigated
the scene of the robbery/murder
and Cathy wanted to talk to Ben
and Willie Joe to see what they might
remember about the murder.
During Rick Rekieta’s retirement party,
I told a story about the time Willie
Joe and Rick went to Galveston on
an investigation, shortly after Rick’s
promotion to detective. After the
presentation, Cathy approached
and asked if I remembered the 1971,
robbery of the Kroger Store in the
River Oaks Shopping Center. It was
a robbery that I remembered well
since I assisted Ben and retired police
officer James “JB” Haney in the arrest
of the suspect.

One discussion led to another and
Cathy arranged a meeting at
Hickory Hollow Restaurant on Heights
Boulevard for the three retired officers
to meet with the victim’s family. The
meeting occurred on Tuesday, June
20, 2017, and was a very moving
experience for the family and the
retired officers. Kim brought her
brother, husband and daughter to
meet with three of the officers who
arrested the suspect that killed her
mother. A special thanks to Kim’s
husband Scott Kammerer, who took
several pictures of our meeting with
the son, daughter and granddaughter
of Kathy MacDonald.

The robbery/murder occurred on
May 21, 1971, and from reminiscing
with Ben, we both were working day
shift tact, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. On
that day, we were both riding oneman units and we still remember the
dispatcher’s general broadcast of a
silent holdup alarm.

Cathy’s friend Kim and her brother
Ken had many questions for the
three retired police officers. For
their entire lives, they had hoped
to get some answers regarding the
death of their mother and now the
day had come. Although Kim had
memories of her mom, Ken had no
true memory other than pictures of
his mother. The stories I heard that
day were extremely interesting, and
I decided to share the story of this
investigation with our readers.

Some of the employees at that
store were friends who I had worked
with during my senior year in high
school, from November of 1964,
until July of 1965. When I worked
for Kroger Bill Johnson was the store
manager and a great guy to work
for and he gave me a favorable
recommendation when I applied
for the Houston Police Department.

Dispatcher: “Any unit clear to make a
silent alarm of the Kroger store at 1956
West Gray?”
Ben: “5T37, I am close, hold me out to
that location.”
Dispatcher: “Shots fired at 1956 West
Gray, any unit available to check by
with 5T37?”

Continues on Page 20
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Phase Down, Social Security Information, and Firearms Qualifications Guidelines

PHASE DOWN INFORMATION: Per the Meet & Confer Agreement,
retirees on Phase Down may be eligible to use their accumulated
time to secure active city insurance rates for up to four years
if their accrued time allows. After a maximum of four years,
the retiree must move to retiree insurance rates, even if they
are able to remain on Phase Down. The City does not send
out reminders; thus, at least one and a half months prior to the
time your active insurance expires, contact the COH-HR (*) to
complete the necessary paperwork for moving your deductions
from your Phase Down check to a HPOPS deduction. Failure to
do this can result in you losing your Health, Vision, Life, and/or
Dental coverage. Retirees still on active insurance rates who are
completely ending their Phase Down period should do likewise.
Also, if a retiree opts out of active medical insurance during
Phase-Down, it may not be possible to opt-in at a later date.
Verify your personal situation and your proper course of action
in writing with COH Human Resources (*).
*see insert in this paper titled: “Insurance Contact
Information”
FIREARMS QUALIFICATION GUIDELINES
Firearms qualification for retirees has been moved to the Indoor
Range at the Academy. Retirees can shoot the line at 11am
Monday to Friday.

There is no longer a wait to allow active officers to qualify
first, so it is in your best interest to arrive approx. 30 minutes
early for paperwork completion, which is done in the old
Drivers Training Trailer (3rd door entrance). Remember to
send in your paperwork approx. two weeks before your
birthday month. You will then later be contacted by
Range personnel. Retirees can call 832-394-2500 with any
additional questions.
SOCIAL SECURITY WEP & GPO INFORMATION: In a recent
edition of the Retired Badge, there is a very long and
detailed article explaining the WINDFALL ELIMINATION
PROVISION (WEP) and the GOVERNMENT PENSION OFFSET
(GPO), and what retirees can do to assist in getting these
terrible measures repealed. Without repeating everything
therein, if you didn’t read the article, we encourage you
to visit the HPROA website and access the link to the
archived 2019 June-July edition of the Retired Badge (see
the article on page 22).

HOW TO DONATE TO THE HPROA:
Donations in honor of deceased members, or for any other
reason whatsoever, can easily be made on-line by visiting
the HPROA website (HPROA.com) and accessing the
“Donate” link at the foot of the Home Page. We humbly
appreciate your generosity!

Chrysler • Jeep • Dodge • Ram

Call President Alan Helfman

President Alan Helfman
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Continues from Page 18
When
the
robbery/shooting
occurred, Mr. Johnson was on duty
at the front of the store. Although
I was not close to the store, I knew
several of the employees and
was listening to the dispatcher’s
broadcast. After hearing, “Shots
fired”, I headed to the store since
no units were available for back up.
On that day, JB was off duty
wearing his police uniform and was
in his personal truck. He heard the
broadcast on his police scanner
but had no way of notifying the
dispatcher he was checking by.
JB was closer than Ben and I and
he arrived at the store just as the
shooter came running out with a .45
automatic in one hand and a box
of money in the other. JB never saw
the second suspect, but he went
after the robber. He caught up with
the robber in the neighborhood
north of the shopping center and
commanded him to drop his gun.
Instead of complying, the suspect
threw the box of money down and
continued running.
JB picked up the box of money,
put it in his truck and pursued the
suspect. As JB chased the suspect,
Ben arrived and workers on the roof
pointed out where the suspect had
run. Ben started in that direction and
saw JB in uniform just as the robber
ran into a house. I arrived at about
this time and was directed to the
area by the workers on the store roof.
I drove to the location the workers
pointed out and ran to the back of
the house. While we had the house
surrounded, the suspect came out
the front door without his shirt and
his hands raised. Ben searched and
handcuffed him before putting him
in the backseat of a police car. We
didn’t know at the time of arrest
that three store employees were
critically wounded.

Shortly after the arrest of the suspect,
a lady came running out of the house
and was almost hysterical. She told
us the suspect forced his way into her
home with a gun and threw some
money on the bed telling her she
could have it. She said the suspect
saw the police outside and he went
outside to surrender. After talking with
the lady, Ben and JB went inside the
house and recovered the money from
on top of the bed and they found the
robber’s empty .45 automatic under
the bed. We later learned the suspect
had emptied his gun, shooting three
victims and attempting to shoot a
fourth employee. The employees
were shot because they could not
open the store safe, which was on a
15-minute time delay.
While we were arresting the suspect,
some other uniformed officers went
to the store. Ben remembered one
of these officers telling him that
Mrs. MacDonald was in very critical
condition when they loaded her
in the ambulance. The officer told
Ben Mrs. MacDonald said, “I am
not afraid to die, I will go to be with
Jesus.” Kim’s dad told her he had
heard the same thing from one of
the store employees back at the
time of his wife’s death. If one of
our readers made the scene before
Mrs. MacDonald was loaded in the
ambulance, please contact me, the
family would love to talk with you.

After three victims of the shooting
were transported to the hospital.
Several
witnesses
gave
their
accounts of what they saw and
heard to detectives Kovar and
Baiamonte. A young male told
investigators he observed Armond
Outley Jr. and Donald Lee Pinson in a
1968 Pontiac arrive at the store. The
youth knew both suspects by name
and he described the car they were
in. Later police recovered the car
not too far from the store, it had
been reported stolen. The witness
said he saw Pinson and Outley go
in the front door of the store and
shortly after they entered the store,
he heard gunfire.
When Pinson and Outley came into
the store, a customer was on the pay
phone. The customer told detectives
they grabbed him and the second
suspect (Outley) took him outside
on the east side of the store. The
customer only had change on him,
and the second suspect became
angry. The customer told detectives
he was struck over the head with
the gun and it discharged. It was
unknown where Outley went after
taking the customer’s change and
hitting him with his pistol. He may
have fled in the stolen get-a-way
vehicle, which would explain why
Pinson was running from the store
when JB arrived.
While this was happening outside
the store, Bill Johnson, the store
manager, was standing by the
courtesy booth. Witnesses said
Pinson was wearing a straw cowboy
hat and he forced Mr. Johnson
to go into the courtesy booth at
gunpoint. Kathy MacDonald and
Janet Dean were inside the courtesy
booth and Pinson demanded
Mrs. MacDonald give him all the
money. Mrs. MacDonald placed all
the courtesy booth money in a box
and gave it to Pinson.

Continues on Page 22
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Insurance Contact Information
RETIREE RESOURCES - Main Number
832.393.6000
Option #2
retireebenefits@Houstontx.gov
CIGNA
832.393.6191
(local)		
832.393.6192
832.393.6193
800.997.1406
(national)
www.cigna.com
www.mycigna.com

DELTA DENTAL
832.393.6157
For contacting and searching for a dentist
DHMO			 844.282.7637
DPPO			 855.242.1549
deltadentalins.com/
cityofhoustonbenefits.org
LIFE INSURANCE (through City of Houston)
832.393.6000

Due to the lack of personnel and others on leave, just leave your information on the voice
mail. It may take a few days for a representative to return your call.
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Continues from Page 20
Mike Hinton remembered the case
very well and said he used to see
Mrs. Dean in her wheelchair from
time to time through the years.
The second suspect Armond Outley
Jr., aka Arkmond Outley, was
arrested three days after the robbery
and was charged with aggravated
robbery in the 182nd District Court.
Outley pled guilty to robbery and
was sentenced to 25 years in prison.
He paroled back to Harris County
on November 30, 1976, after serving
just over five years of his sentence.

After getting all the money from
the courtesy booth, he pointed the
gun at her and said he wanted all
the money and demanded she
open the safe. Mrs. MacDonald
told Pinson she could not open the
safe. Mr. Johnson tried to explain
the safe had a 15-minute time
delay and no one could open it
until after 15 minutes had passed.
Pinson became extremely mad and
yelled for everyone to get out of the
courtesy booth. He then directed
everyone to stand in the front of the
store. Pinson said, “ I guess I will have
to kill all of you.” and he started
shooting. He emptied his gun trying
to kill as many people as he could
and then he ran out of the store with
the box of money.
Mr. Johnson was shot in the chest
with the bullet barely missing his
heart. Mrs. MacDonlad was shot in
the neck and Mrs. Dean was shot in
the back.

Pinson tried to shoot Mr. Langford,
a fourth employee, but the bullet
missed and hit the door. Mrs. Dean
was only 20 years old and she was
left paralyzed in a wheelchair for
the rest of her life. Mr. Johnson had a
very long road to recovery and Mrs.
MacDonald died in the hospital on
May 23, 1971.
After Pinson’s arrest he confessed
to robbing the store and told
detectives about another murder
he committed before this robbery.
Because Mrs. MacDonald died
from the gunshot wound to her
neck, Pinson was charged with
capital murder in the 182nd District
Court. Assistant District Attorney
Mike Hinton prosecuted the case
with Assistant District Attorney Don
Lambright. Pinson received the
death penalty, but the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled Texas’s death penalty
to be unconstitutional and Pinson’s
sentence was converted to life in
prison.

Donald Lee Pinson, obviously had no
regard for human life and confessed
to a previous murder which occurred
before the robbery/murder at the
Kroger store. He escaped execution
because the dead penalty was
declared unconstitutional and his
sentence was converted to life in
prison. Life in prison didn’t mean
Pinson would serve the rest of his
life in custody. On January 26,
1990, Pinson paroled back to Harris
County on a lifetime parole for the
murder of Mrs. MacDonald.
On May 24, 1992, Pinson was
arrested in Houston for driving while
intoxicated, which was a violation
of his conditions of parole. For this
offense, he only received a slap on
the wrist and was back on the street.
He committed another violation of
his parole when he tried to murder
someone else and was arrested on
May 24, 1995. He was convicted
on the new charge of attempted
murder, in the 337th District Court
and again was sentence to life in
prison. Pinson died in prison on May
8, 2014.
I was able to find three felony
convictions for Pinson. His first
conviction on January 8, 1970, was
for burglary.

Continues on Page 24
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An intoxicated male was bothering other patrons inside the
lounge and was warned by the officers that his behavior would
not be tolerated. After continuing to bother the other patrons,
he was told to come outside with Officers Noel and Davis.
While they were speaking to this male, who was later identified
as Paul Villalpand Deleon (Latin-American Male, 42) another
intoxicated male interfered. He verbally criticized both officers,
but, more importantly, he was holding an empty beer bottle in
what the officers both felt was a threatening manner. He was
told several times to leave, but refused to do so. At this time,
Noel and Davis turned their attention to him and advised him
that he was under arrest.
During this time, a small crowd gathered and a female, Rachel
Garcia (Latin-American Female, 29) verbally inserted herself into
the matter. She made the comment, “If you are going to mess
with that Mexican, you are going to have to mess with a bunch
of us.” She then said something in Spanish to Paul Deleon, which
neither Officer Noel nor Davis understood. It was later learned
from a witness that she was saying, “pichalo.” This meant “stab
him” or “stick him” in Spanish.
While both officers were in the process of arresting the second
male, Deleon pulled a knife from his waistband and struck
Officer Noel once in the chest just below the left nipple.

As is the case in most stabbings, only the striking motion is seen,
not the weapon itself. When Officer Noel was stabbed, he
slid down to the sidewalk to a sitting position. He was mortally
wounded but able to tell his partner that he had been stabbed.
Officer Davis took Paul Deleon into custody and summoned
assistance.
Officers C. L. Landrum, P. A. Thornton, J. Deleon and J. L. Wright
arrived and after they and Officer Davis realized how serious
Officer Noel had been wounded, they put him in a Patrol car
and rushed him to Ben Taub General Hospital. But he was
pronounced dead on arrival at 1:53 a.m. Saturday, June 17,
1972. He was only twenty-eight.
Officer David Noel was survived by his wife of nearly ten years,
Ina Kay Noel, and two daughters, six-year-old Sherry Diane Noel
and nineteen-month-old Shannon Denise Noel. His parents, Mr.
and Mrs. J. M. Noel Sr. of Huntington, as well as four older sistersMrs. Opal Jackson, Mrs. Bobby Ramsey, Mrs. Betty Boone, and
Patsy Cosby. Six older brothers-John M. Jr., James, Charles,
Robert, Paul, and Ralph also survived him.
Funeral services were held at the Forest Park Lawndale Chapel
at 11 a.m. Monday, June 19, with another service held later that
day at 4:30 p.m. in his East Texas hometown of Zavalla. Burial
followed at the Zavalla Cemetery.

Continues on Page 28

This is Your
Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed
and encouraged to submit articles for publication in
this newspaper. Opinions, events, war stories, family
announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our
members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect
your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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Tales from the Piney Woods

***

It was written in the 1800’s and I get
a kick out of reading it. One report
was that lynching was now murder
and any sheriff that let a crowd of
people remove a prisoner from jail
and hang him would be “forthwith
removed from office”. I don’t know
if they took into consideration that
the prisoner may have needed
hanging or not.

We got home from our trip to the
Hill Country Sunday and I started
checking up on the “happenings”
while we were gone. First things first,
I checked up on LeRoy. He alleged
he had not gotten into anything
lately but I found that hard to
believe. Clyde is working again and
LeRoy is working part time so that
really puts a damper on excitement
around here.

I dropped by to visit R.C.”Tut” Rich
cause he keeps up with things
around here in Crockett and
Grapeland. The only news he had
was a few folks we both know had
died. That happens more and more
often lately. Tut was thinking about
ways he could “mess with” Jessie
Baker. I told him Bobby Foster used
to be pretty good at that, maybe
he could give him some advice.

Seeing as how I struck out with LeRoy
and Clyde, I read the back issues
of the papers that had stacked up
while we were gone. It was just the
usual stuff, big 4th of July parade,
fireworks, sorry old things being
arrested and locked up. There was
an article however, that I read all
the time called “Blast from the Past”.

I really enjoyed visiting with my old
buddies at the Crockett Reunion. I
was surprised to see most of them
looked just a little older, boy, I hope
that don’t happen to me.... I was
talking to Pat and Arden Lynch, our
old camping buddies, and they said
they had sold their R.V. I sure hated
to hear that but I know it’s coming
for Dot and I someday also.

By Chuck Smith

With permission from Dot Smith,
this is a rerun of one of the many
“classics” written by Chuck Smith for
the reading pleasure of us all.

I just hope it’s a long way off.
Speaking of camping, I had a call
from D.A. and Darlene Bolton. They
were in Colorado. Sure made me
want to get on the road but we will
have to wait till the last of August
before we head up that way..
Just in case I missed telling anyone,
I have to do some bragging about
our Grandson, Caleb Smith. Caleb
played baseball for SHSU and was
drafted last month by the New
York Yankees and was assigned to
their farm club, the Staten Island
Yankees. He is a left-handed pitcher
and is already # 3 in strikeouts.
Remember, when one of these
young folks ask you how it feels to
be a “has been”, tell them “a hell
of a lot better than being a never
was”.
May the Good Lord smile on you
and yours,
Chuck

Continues from Page 22
The burglary conviction occurred
before the robbery/murder of Mrs.
MacDonald and He was sentenced
to five years in prison for the burglary.
His crimes no doubt effected the
lives of many people.
I would like to thank Lieutenant Cathy
Richards for putting together our
meeting with Kathy MacDonald’s
family.

It was a moving experience and we
were allowed an opportunity to see
how people’s lives are impacted
by crime and the lasting effect it
causes. Ken and Kim were moved
by the experience of meeting with
the police officers, who arrested their
mother’s killer. They wanted pictures
of the meeting and thanks to Kim’s
husband Scott, we have several
pictures of our meeting.

Both Ken and Kim expressed their
appreciation for the time we
gave them and the answers we
provided. Hopefully you have
enjoyed the story of a Houston
crime and the effect that crime
had on an entire family.
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WE REMEMBER

IN MEMORIUM
WITH PRIDE

MAY

APRIL
1, 2017

Roland Bielstein

19, 2000

T.H. Rollins

1, 2003

Margaret McDonald

22, 2002

Alberto Vasquez (LOD)

2, 2006

Paul S. Nix

19, 2011

Oscar Smith

2, 1987

John M. LeVrier

22, 2003

John J. Pineda

2, 2006

John C. Hall

19, 2011

Michael Chavez

2, 2011

Edwin B Wade

22, 2006

Ray G. Gartman

2, 2009

Robert G. Jeske

19, 2012

Billy D. Fain

3, 2001

Earl B. Goodrum

22, 2006

Jack Cato

2, 2008

Donald “David” Baker

19, 2017

Floyd L. Williams

3, 2003

Vincent Grizzaffi, Sr.

22, 2007

Leroy Rocha

3, 2000

“Ed” Christianson, Jr.

19, 2017

James E. Goodman

3, 2002

Guy D. Todd

23, 2010

Harold E. Stephens

3, 2000

Eddie Pavlock

19, 2019

Albert H. Pivonka

4, 2008

William Young Jr.

24, 2015

Charlie Walter Paul

3, 2003

Charles R. Clark (LOD)

19, 2019

Judith M. Martin

5, 2002

John Trousdale

26, 2015

Joe W. Lorentz Jr.

3, 2009

Horace Givens Jr.

20, 1992

Walter Burkham

5, 2017

Tommie L. Hastings

26, 2009

Charles P. Anderson

4, 2002

Robert R. Caswell

20, 1984

R.B. Edwards

6, 2016

Jerry E. Williams

27, 2011

Kenneth W. Ginn

5, 1993

B.G. Noster

20, 2009

Thomas Bell

7, 2010

Edward L. Jordan

27, 2008

Paul H. Mauk

5, 2008

Walter E. Yargo

21, 1996

John Lisano III

7, 2019

David C. Zaharis

28, 2009

William K. Ford

6, 2010

James W. Brown

21, 1998

James D. Ellis

8, 2005

Johnny G. Rocha

28, 2019

Lee Hoffman Jr.

6, 2010

Daniel B. Doetterl

21, 2016

Cecil “Red” Easley

8, 2006

Glen Carnes

29, 1995

DeWitt Nickerson

6, 2005

George Bourque

22, 2003

David J. Horn

8, 2013

Willard L. Walden

29, 2005

Patricia L. Fawkes

7, 1993

E.E. Crowson

22, 2008

Richard Massey

9, 2019

Conrad Dippel

29, 2011

Kevin S. Will (LOD)

7, 1988

D. Criscione

22, 2016

John W. Haines

10, 2008

Betty Lemoine

29, 2019

Ronald R. Lill

7, 2006

Bobby Jackson

22, 2016

Larry G, Lee

10, 2018

Arthur Loukas

30, 2009

William E. Hamby

7, 2007

Jerry L. Pratt

23, 2001

Margie Duty

11, 2015

James Thomason

30, 2009

Ray L. Cantwell

8, 2017

Collie J. Mangano Jr.

23, 2010

Howard McNutt

13, 2001

Collier G. Wright

31, 1984

Annette Piazza

10, 1985

E.A. Maughmer

24, 2009

Lloyd Adams

13, 2003

James P. Paulk

31, 1997

J.L. Kendrick

10, 2009

Curtis M. Simmons

25, 2007

Ronald Cherrington

14, 2011

Austin Coleman

31, 2004

Leo Michna

11, 2011

Willie T. Johnson

26, 2007

Glen D. Cheek

14, 2017

Gene Sheppard

31, 2005

Orville Walker

11, 2007

Hazel Tucker

26, 2016

Ernest W. Kirschke Jr.

15, 2007

Gary N. Box

31, 2011

Luther W. Cook Jr.

11, 2019

James K. Moran

27, 2001

Nathaniel Melder

16, 2004

Joe Dugger

31, 2010

Dennis N. Richards

12, 1991

Hamlin L. Ellisor

27, 2009

Willis Goodrich

17, 2013

Fred Bankston

31, 2017

David C. Richardson

12, 2017

Harold Hannah Jr.

27, 2009

Robert Blaylock

17, 2007

Max Allen Wright Sr.

31, 2018

William Spaulding

13, 2005

James B. Woodruff

27, 2009

Jack Roberts

18, 1989

E.R.(Dog) Dennis

13, 2009

Gene S. Cox

29, 2002

Thomas Yanchak

18, 2003

Maurine Dietz,

13, 2007

Harold Jordan

29, 2013

Ned Newman

18, 2012

Robert L. Olson

13, 2004

Joseph F. Martino

29, 2008

Robert Bartosh

18, 2010

Victor G. Gutierrez

14, 1995

R.B. Mize

30, 1987

M.H. Singleton

19, 1998

Charles J. Lofland

14, 2014

Raymond Helton

30, 2009

Larry Allen

19, 2007

Edward L. Horelica

14, 2016

Edward Ramsey

30, 2002

Ruperto Hernandez

19, 2010

Eydelmen Mani (LOD)

15, 1990

Herman A. Zoch

30, 2018

Steve Hendricks

19, 2019

Donald Ray Weaver

15, 2003

Leroy Mouser

30, 2019

Charles R. Niemeier

20, 2002

R.F. Swearingen

16, 2004

Homer E. McCoy

20, 2004

Doris Ernest

17, 2002

Mary A. Felchak

20, 2014

Joe R. Williams Jr.

17, 2000

Faustino M. Perez

21, 2005

Douglas E. Estes

18, 2009

Lawrence Webber

22, 2002

Floyd Cobler
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Houston Police Retired Officers Association

Membership Application Form
WE REMEMBER

P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219
Phone/Fax (713) 802-2967 or 1-866-856-7252

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS NOT THE CORRECT FORM FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP
Name*: ______________________________________________

Employee Number*: ___________________________________

Spouse’s Name: ______________________________________

Your HPD Class Number*: ______________________________

Your Date of Birth*: ____________________________________

Your Date of Retirement*: ______________________________

Address*: _____________________________________________

City*: _________________________________________________

State*: ________________________________________________

Zip Code*: ____________________________________________

Home Phone*: ________________________________________

Cell Phone: ___________________________________________

Email Address*: _______________________________________

SS#* (Last 4#s)***_**_: __________________________________

Gender:

[__] Male

[__] Female

Referred by: ___________________________________________
Marital Status: [__] Married [__] Single [__] Widowed
If you are a widow and have remarried, please give
full name of deceased spouse:
_______________________________________________________
I am presently enrolled in the D.R.O.P. program:
[__] Yes
[__] No
Suggested membership is $100, ($75 yearly dues and a voluntary
contribution of $25 or more can be made to the PAC (Political
Action Committee fund), for a total of $100 or more. Yearly
membership will be renewable annually and a reminder will be
mailed to you prior to that date each year.
Add $40 for the TMPA Legal Defense Fund for those who want to
carry TMPA provided insurance for firearms coverage.
Members are required to be receiving a retirement benefit from
the Houston Police Officers Pension System, City of Houston, “(for
prior City Marshalls, Airport and Park Police Officers)” or presently
enrolled in HPD D.R.O.P and hereby apply for membership in
the HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION (HPROA).

Please give us your credit card information for payment,
or print form and send payment to the address shown at
top of form.
NOTE: MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE SUBMITTED TO
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON THE SECOND THURSDAY OF
EACH MONTH.
Once approved, you will receive your membership
package. Please allow 3-4 Weeks total from date the
application was submitted
Credit Card Information (All Fields Required)
Card Type: ____________________________________________
Cardholders First Name:________________________________
Cardholders Last Name: _______________________________
Credit Card Number: __________________________________
Exp. Date: ____________________________________________
Security code: ________________________________________
Billing Street Address: _________________________________

Please fill in amounts:

Billing City: ___________________________________________

Annual Dues			$75

Billing State: __________________________________________

PAC Donation			$______ ($25 Suggested Amount)

Billing Zip Code: ______________________________________

TMPA Legal Defense Fund		
If YES $40 fee			

Billing Country: _______________________________________

[__] Yes
$_______

Total Amount				$_______

[__] No

If you do not receive a reply from the HPROA Office within
10 days, please contact us (713) 802-2967
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HPROA Benefits

In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired
officers to have the same type of organized representation that
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired
officers an official organization to represent them regarding
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits.
The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization.
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being:
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.
The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from
within its membership and answers only to the membership of
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?
Membership Benefits
I. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension
benefits
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by sponsoring reunions
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception

IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of
deceased member
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607
E. Whitney.

RetiredBadge
THE
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Killed in the Line of Duty

May

April
William Murphy		

April 1, 1910

Maria Michelle Groves

April 10, 1987

Isaac Parsons		

May 24, 1914

Paul W. Whitlock		

April 17, 1928

Bruno D. Soboleski

April 12, 1991

Louis R. Kuba			

May 17, 1967

Jack Billy Beets

April 30, 1955

Cuong H. (Tony) Trinh

April 6, 1997

Kent Kincaid 		

May 22, 1998

Troy A. Blando

May 19, 1999

Charles R. Gougenheim Jr. April 30, 1955

Charles R. (Charlie) Clark April 3, 2003

James F. Kilty 		

April 8, 1976

Alberto Vasquez		

May 22, 2001

Jose A. Zamarron		

April 18, 1981

Eydelman Mani		

May 19, 2010

Daryl (Wayne) Shirley

April 28, 1982

Kevin Will			

May 29, 2011		

Continues from Page 23
Paul Deleon and Rachel Garcia were both
charged with the murder in the death
of Officer Noel. Garcia was obviously
charged for the encouragement and
direction she provided to Paul Deleon
to commit the act. They went on trial
together in the 174th District Court of
Judge Ed Duggan. On September 22,
1972, Rachel Garcia was found not
guilty and Paul Deleon was found guilty
of murder with malice aforethought and
sentenced to twenty years in the Texas
Department of Corrections.
Twenty years for deliberately stabbing
a uniformed police officer to death
was insulting to the men and women
in blue and probably the vast majority
of law-abiding Houstonians. To make
the situation even worse, records show
that Deleon apparently served less than
six years of his sentence since he was
arrested on a prohibited weapon (felony
– licensed premises) charge in April 1978.
It was believed that his parole was
revoked at that time and he was returned
to TDC. He became a free man, living in
the Pasadena area after recently serving
a two-year sentence for his fourth DWI
conviction in 1997.
The department did no follow-up on Rachel
Garcia since she was not convicted.

Homicide Detectives Willie Cashmere and
Earl Haring conducted this investigation.
Cashmere later made lieutenant, retired in
1980 and died in 1983. Haring transferred to
Auto Theft in the early 1980s and retired from
HPD in 1991 to work for Harris County Constable
Precinct 1. He retired from that position in May
2000 and passed away in 2009.
Officer J. R. Davis continued on with his
career, never forgetting the events of
that tragic night in the East End. He was
promoted to detective in 1976 and was
assigned to the Robbery Division. Jimmy
passed away in 2005 at the very young
age of fifty-eight. Officer C. L. Landrum,
one of the transporting and assisting
officers, later made sergeant and was
assigned to the Training Academy. P.
A. Thornton resigned from HPD. Officer
J. Deleon, obviously no relation to the
convicted killer, retired from HPD in 1991
after a long career at Northeast Patrol.
Officer J. L. Wright, a rookie at the time,
left HPD after ten years. He spent the next
ten years in law enforcement in Houston
County, Texas, but returned to HPD in
1992 as a lateral entry officer, assigned to
the Homicide Division. Jerry retired from
HPD in 2004.
In 2007, Ina Kay Noel Spurlock and
husband, Retired HPD Detective Danny
Spurlock, live in Alba, Texas, near Lake Fork.

Daughter Sherry Howard and her
husband, Mitchell Howard,
live in
Tennessee and have a son, David
Howard (16), a namesake for David
Noel. Daughter Shannon Montes and her
husband, Greg Montes, live in Lufkin and
have two daughters, Hilari Montes (11)
and Emily Montes (9). Kay said she and
David grew up in the Huntington-Zavalla
area as childhood sweethearts and that
one of her brothers married David’s sister
Betty. Sherry and Shannon have two
sisters from their Mom’s second marriageMelissa Holmes and Jamie Holmes. In a
recent tragic development, Mrs. Ina Kay
Noel Spurlock passed away in March,
2007, as the result of a traffic accident.
She was 62 years of age.
In 2007, both of David’s parents are
deceased as is David’s sister, Mrs. Bobby
Ramsey, and brothers James and Paul. The
remainder of the Noel siblings are still living.
Officer David Noel, a graduate of Police
Cadet Class No. 34, was not the first in his
class to be killed in the line of duty. Just
one month after this class “hit the streets,”
Officer Louis R. Kuba was killed on May 17,
1967, at the Texas Southern University riot.
Unfortunately, David was not the last in
that last to lose his life in the line of duty.
Yet another classmate, Detective Daryl
W. Shirley, was killed while attempting the
arrest of a fugitive in April 1982.

Retiree Roundup
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RETIRED OFFICERS ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE

Continues from Page 29
FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • PAT KAINER • MATTIE PROVOST • RAY SMITH • HENRY CHAVEZ • TIM DILLON
There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance.

FEBRUARY 2020

JANUARY 2020
Sal Gambino: (1-3-20 nf) Pat reports this
afternoon that Sal’s health is declining
and visits are limited to family. We
welcome your prayers.
Note: Sal
passed away on January 15.
Betty Pierpont Mason: (1-7-20 rh)
M.D. Beall advised that Betty (HPROA
member),
widow
of
Deceased
member L.R.P. Pierpont, has been
fighting liver cancer for a while now.
He just received an update from her.
She’s had the first part of the Y-90
procedure yesterday.
She didn’t
have to stay in the hospital but they
mapped the route to her liver tumor.
It grew 3cm since September. She will
have part 2 after the artery heals which
takes about 4 weeks. That’ll be when
they put the radiation implant in the
tumor. She should hear this week if the
Part 1 was in the acceptable range
to do Part 2. Please lift up prayers for
Betty.
Gilbert Schultz: (1-29-20 nf) Don,
Gilbert’s son, reports that Gilbert was
released from a Bryan, Tx hospital and
is now at home fighting life threatening
renal failure. His physicians have
advised that all medical efforts have
been exhausted. Gilbert invites his
friends and work mates to give him a
call at 979-255-9658 and for all Prayer
Warriors to lift up prayers for he and
family,

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF
JANUARY 2020

Janice McCord Ramsey, widow of
deceased member Edward Ramsey,
January 2, 2020
Aubrey

Wade Sanford, member,
January 3, 2020

Robert

H. Warkenton, member,
January 11, 2020

Geneva Ruth Morris, wife of member
Marvin “Pete” Morris,
January 14, 2020
Salvador Anthony Gambino
member, January 15, 2020

Sr.,

Edgar Lee Willis, January 16, 2020
Lowell Geral McMillian, father of
member Steve McMillian,
January 2020

Nelson Foehner: (2-8-20) Foehner
reports that on 2-5-20 he finished his 6
round course of Chemo therapy that
started around Oct. 1st.. He will have
a PET scan on 2-18-20. The previous
PET scan, after 3 rounds of chemo,
revealed that there was significant
good results in all 5 involved areas of
treatment. Lift up your prayers that all
cancer will be wiped out and his full
health restored.
Thomas J. Smith: (2-14-20 nf) We visited
by phone this morning with T.J.’s son,
Terry, who reports that T.J. is now 94
years old, Class #9 retired out of the
Forgery Div on 3-5-82, a resident of
an Assisted living facility in Lakeway,
Tx. Terry stated that T.J. health is in
decline but he is in fair condition. Let
us not forget this elder Brother in Blue
and we would ask that you send him
a card or note to lift him up and keep
him in our daily prayers. Thomas J.
Smith, Arbor Terrace Senior Living, 300
Medical Parkway, #2301, Lakeway, Tx
78738

Robert H. Thomas, January 26, 2020
“In wine there is wisdom, in beer
there is freedom, in water there is
bacteria” - Ben Franklin

Doug Bostock: (2-17-20rh) We visited
by phone yesterday with Doug. Doug
stated he was doing about the same,
but is o.k. He is still experiencing pain
in his legs after having by-pass surgery
on the veins in his legs last year and
having to fight infections.

Continues on Page 30
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Continues from Page 29

He is continuing visits to his doctors
and in an attempt to solve the
problem.
Please keep Doug in
your prayers. Doug enjoys hearing
from old friends, give him a call. His
number is 281-221-7466.
Arthur Price: (2-22-20 nf) Mary reports
that husband, Arthur suffered a
stroke on 2-2-20 was later released
and then had to have surgery was
again released and was at home
recovering when he fell, struck his
head. was admitted to Herman
Hospital, Med Center. He was
released on 2-20 and admitted
to the Spanish Meadows Rehab
Center, 1480 Katy Flewellen Road,
Katy. Mary states that he is mobile
with assistance but his speech and
memory is affected. Please lift up
your prayers for Arthur that he would
have a rapid and full recovery.
Steve Vaeza: (2-24-20rh) We visited
with Steve by phone today after
Jim St. John advised us that Steve
was having some serious problems.
Steve stated he a had serious heart
attack last year which required him
to be in the hospital for 2 weeks. Just
a few weeks ago he had another
milder heart attack which he stated
seemed more painful than the one
last year. He is also having problems
with his feet and legs. He cannot
drive more than 30 minutes as it
makes him very tired. That is the
reason he has not been attending
the meetings. He would love to
hear from old friends. His phone #
is 713-857-3866. Please lift up some
prayers for him.

Nelson Zoch: (2-25-20) Nelson underwent
surgery today at Scott White Hospital in
Lakeway, near Austin. They replaced 3
vertebrae in his neck. Mary Sue, his wife,
advised us that he was having severe pain
this afternoon and they are now trying to
give him something to relieve it. She said
that Nelson is not up to receiving calls at
this time, but asked that we pray for a
rapid and successful recovery. UPDATE
(2-29-20) Nelson was able to go home
Wednesday the day after his surgery. We
called him yesterday and he said he was
doing much better and has less pain. He
is having difficulty using his right arm, but
his therapist told him that this was not
unusual after this type surgery. Please
continue to lift up prayers for Nelson.

Evelyn Van Winkle Phillips, mother of
member, Edwin Van Winkle,
February 9, 2020

Lisa Kennedy: (2-29-20) Lisa, wife of
Chuck Kennedy, has been fighting
cancer for approximately two years.
She received her last chemo treatment
in November and since then scans and
test have shown her cancer to be under
control with medication. However, the
last few months she has been having
severe abdominal pain on a regular basis.
Doctors at this time have been unable
to determine the cause of the pain. Her
oncologist has advised that exploratory
surgery is needed to determine the
cause. Chuck again wanted to thank
his friends for their continued support and
prayers and he asked that we continue
to pray for Lisa.

MARCH 2020

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF
JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2020
Robert H. Thomas, January 26, 2020

Adelita G. Perez, wife of member Jose
Perez, February 10, 2020
Thomas M. Ladd, February 15, 2020
Ruth Ann Thomas, wife of member
Willie O. Thomas, February 16, 2020
Robert Lewis Thomas Jr.,
February 24, 2020

Lisa Kennedy: (3-1-20rh) Lisa, wife of
Chuck Kennedy, has been fighting
cancer for approximately two
years. She received her last chemo
treatment in November and since
then scans and test have shown
her cancer to be under control with
medication. However, the last few
months she has been having severe
abdominal pain on a regular basis.
Doctors at this time have been
unable to determine the cause of
the pain. Her oncologist has advised
that exploratory surgery is needed
to determine the cause.
Chuck again wanted to thank his
friends for their continued support
and prayers and he asked that we
continue to pray for Lisa.

Curtis R. Brown, January 30, 2020
Bobby Joe Fry, February 2, 2020
Johm W. Vogelsang, February 3, 2020

Continues on Page 31
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Nelson Zoch: (3-1-20rh) Nelson was
able to go home Wednesday the
day after his vertebrae surgery. We
called him yesterday and he said he
was doing much better and has less
pain. He is having difficulty using his
right arm, but his therapist told him
that this was not unusual after this
type surgery. Please continue to lift
up prayers for Nelson.
Lamar Kimble: (3-5-20 nf) We visited
with Lamar by phone last weekend
and he reports that he was recently
diagnosed with Cancer and that a
treatment plan is being developed at
this time. Lamar asked that we hold
off on any phone calls for the time
being. We will update as information
becomes available. In the meantime,
let us lift up our prayers for Lamar as
he fights the cancer battle.
Arthur Price: (3-11-20 nf) Arthur was
released from his rehab facility and
is now at home where he will receive
therapy 2-3 times a week by visiting
therapist.

Mattie Provost delivered a transport
chair to their home for Arthur to use
when making Doctors visits. He is using
a walker currently and that improves
daily. His speech is still giving him
a problem but he is working on it.
Continue to pray for Arthur’s speedy
recovery.
Nelson Foehner: (3-20-20rh) Yesterday
we visited with Nelson at his home.
Most us know that he has been fighting
Lymphoma cancer for months now.
His first round of treatment involved
chemo therapy. Test after the chemo
revealed that the cancer in the lower
portions of his body is under control
and there was no growth. However,
for the past month or more he has
been having severe pain in his right
shoulder and arm, being unable to
use his arm. Test now show that the
cancer in his shoulder has spread and
he is undergoing 25 rounds radiation
treatment.
After the radiation is
completed, it is likely that more
chemo will be required. Nelson does
enjoy receiving calls from his friends.
His # is 713-857-2924. Please continue
to lift up prayers for Nelson and his
family.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF
MARCH 2020

Pedro P. Martinez, member,
March 1, 2020
Barbara
A.
Davis,
window
of
deceased member Joe B. Davis,
March 1, 2020
Michael E. Wick, March 2, 2020
Michael A. Vento, son of member
Tony Vento, March 8, 2020
Aubrey D. Bonds, March 12, 2020
David Jensen, member,
March 17, 2020

All the great things are simple, and
many can be expressed in a single
word: freedom, justice, honor, duty,
mercy, hope. – Winston Churchill

PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters,
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Our Committee Members are:
Forest Turbeville		 713-319-5466

Ron Headley

Nelson Foehner		

713-857-2924

Mattie Provost 		281-389-3122

Ray Smith 			

281-731-1588

Pat Kainer

		281-642-6645

Henry Chavez			281-687-8962

Tim Dillon

		281-831-6771

		713-253-5749
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NEW AND
IMPROVED
Check out our new features & services!
The Retired Badge is an official publication of
the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association
(HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the
supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors.
However, opinions expressed by individual
Board members or any other contributor in
this publication do not reflect the opinion
of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA.
Editorial submissions and other items of interest
from HPROA members are welcomed and
encouraged.
Commercial advertisements in The Retired
Badge are paid for by the contributors and
do not in any manner imply an endorsement,
warrant, or guarantee by the HPROA.
Editorial Policy:
The Retired Badge is published in by the
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association.
Materials submitted for publication are subject
to review by the board and to editing. All
photographs will be refunded if they have a self
addressed, stamped envelope included. The
Retired Badge is published in February, April,
June, August, October, and December by the
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association.
Materials submitted for publication are subject
to review by the board and to editing. All
photographs will be refunded if they have a
self addressed, stamped envelope included.

In our efforts to bring the best
possible banking experience,
we have upgraded our online
and mobile banking, mobile
app, bill pay, telephone
banking and statements!
We’re now offering many
new features, functions and
capabilities in addition to
quicker branch transactions,
speedier account openings
and more online convenience.
Online and Mobile Banking
You now have more options,
more control and more
access to your financial life!
Enjoy a sleek new interface,
user-friendly controls and
enhanced security features.
Mobile App
You can expect the same
user-friendly service you’d
find through online banking.
With fingerprint and facial
recognition technology, this
newly designed mobile app
will better meet your financial
needs. Deposit checks from
your phone, transfer money
effortlessly and get instant
access with just a click!

Bill Pay
Manage all your bills with
just one login! Bill pay is the
simple way to pay all your bills
from your online and mobile
banking account.
Telephone Banking
With our telephone banking
system, The Informer, you
can enjoy immediate access
to your accounts anytime
of the day or night from
any touch-tone phone. This
handy service places your
own personal automated
teller right at your fingertips
anytime you need it! Just dial
713.227.7478 to get started.
Statements
We’re pleased to announce
a new statement design and
a new eDocuments portal
through online banking that
allows you to view, print
and save your eStatements
from the convenience of
your computer, tablet or
smartphone.
To discover more features and
services, go to HPCU.coop!

Editorial content may be mailed to P.O. Box
130787, Houston, Texas 77219.
Deadlines are the 18th of the odd-numbered
month and should be forwarded and received
by the Editor on that date.

713.986.0200 • 800.927.8707 • HPCU.coop

