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From the Entertainment Committee
Hello Retirees and Friends,
We hope everyone is having a good summer.
Weather has been hot as always, but at least we
have been blessed by not having any hurricanes.
Let’s hope it continues that way.
It is now August, so this is a reminder of our
Fredericksburg Reunion fast approaching.
THE
DATE IS OCTOBER 6, 2018 at The Pioneer Pavilion
located at Lady Bird Johnson Park in Fredericksburg.
It is being hosted by our faithful HPROA members
Lamar and Dee Kimble. The Reunion is from 10A
-2P and the cost is $10 per person.
There will be a delicious catfish dinner with all the
trimmings and Door prizes consisting of a total of
$200 and wine baskets for several lucky members.
We will have our Silent Auction as always. With that
being mentioned, we encourage all to look around
your household (or ask family members) for any
items that you no longer need and are still in good
condition and donate them towards our auction.

Bring your items with you on the day of Reunion
(October 6, 2018). Please, we need everyone’s
help and it will be appreciated. All proceeds from
the auction go towards HPROA.
So, if you are planning on attending and have not
made reservations, make your reservations now.
Do not wait any longer. Hotels are probably limited,
but you may still find something. Perhaps you may
have to search around the surrounding towns. You
may try TRIPADVISOR.com or your favorite website
to see what is available.
Do not forget, Lady Bird Park has their RV Park with
full hook ups. For reservations, call 830.997.4202.
So, Friends and Retirees, let’s all try to escape
for a weekend getaway. It will be Octoberfest
Weekend, so it should be a lot of fun. Don’t miss
out. Hope to see Y’all there!!!!

Matthew and Rosalie Potell
Entertainment Committee

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BILL ELKIN

The battle was finished, the skirmish
was won, but the war is NOT over. Sad,
but true. The new law overseeing our
present pension plan is now in effect, but
the wounds are very apparent. Many
retirees, both members of the HPROA,
and those who are not, continue to voice
their displeasure in reduction of some
benefits, and the suspension of COLA’s
for the 3 year moratorium for those
under age seventy. Also, some retirees,
both members and non-members, have
become vocal concerning our Political
Action Committee (PAC). Some refusing
to participate by making donations, and
others see the necessity of supporting
it. Like it or not, that is the nature of
the beast when dealing with political
candidates, or elected officials.
The reality of how things work in the
political arena needs to be recognized,
and acceptance to that fact must
occur. If not, then we will be left with
the option of only grumbling about the
results, and not saying “we fought the
good fight” for our members, and really,
for all retired HPD officers. We have to
remain united and strong, which means
supporting the organization financially,
both in dues and PAC.
Remember, the battle may be over, but
the war remains. Recently, in the Houston
Chronicle newspaper, City of Houston
Comptroller Chris Brown, wrote an article
concerning the City of Houston’s financial
stability and well being.

He stated that even with the city having
won changes in the three pension systems,
there still remains a budget shortfall of
several billion dollars. He goes on, with
the looming possible change in pay for
the Fire Department (parity issue), the city
budget will suffer greatly. He states that
the city is paying approximately $2.15
billion dollars for Other Post Employments
Benefits (OPEB’s), using a “pay-as-yougo” (PAYGO) approach. This means that
the city is not fully funding those budget
items, which is similar to a credit card
debt, only paying part of the balance in
installments. And if the firemen’s parity
mandate is passed, it would wipe out
funding for OPEB’s.
Regarding the OPEB matter, the City
of Houston has already undertaken a
financial study concerning it’s fiscal
sustainability and economic growth. It
is a ten year plan called PFM ( Planned
Financial Management), comprising
about 48 pages, recommending changes
of how the city does business. Many of the
recommended changes has to do with
OPEB’s, and reduction and/or elimination
of them. In the police category there
are several suggestions, one in particular
is increased civilianization of certain
functions within the department. In the
fire department, one recommendation is
to a 3 shift or platoon organization.
As it stands now, all OPEB’s are
decided, put into practice and/or
eliminated purely by local control
through City Ordinances.

Bill Elkin, Executive Director

This means that the City of Houston is
neither forced to, or impeded by State
Laws on such issues .This makes it important
maintain a good relationship with the city
administration, and city council.
Therefore, we must cast aside the thought
that our only concerns are in Austin with
the upcoming Legislative Session in 2019,
and direct more effort toward contacts
back here in Houston. These efforts must
now work in concert with each other. A
strong PAC can insure that a continuation
of effort is achieved. Lastly, noting that
Reference #22 in the PFM recommends
“Restructure OPEB Benefits,” we must
work locally to preserve them.

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper.
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.

The Retired Badge August - September 2018 Edition

3

A Message from Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

As the President of the HPROA,
continuity of our current board is
important to me and to your HPROA.
As a Board of Directors, we have
our differences. We talk, discuss and
argue over the issues that come
before the Board. When the talking is
over we each vote our conscience as
to what we think is best for the HPROA
and its members. The results of the
votes we accept and support as a
group. I want to thank all of our Board
members for their willingness to step
up and accept the responsibility of
leading our association and guarding
the well being of our members.

Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

By this time next week I will be on the
beach on Bolivar Peninsula eating
homemade jumbo fried shrimp and
drinking wine coolers. My parents
started taking us to “Bolivar” in the
early 1960’s. Now, Vickie and I take all
our kids and grandkids to the beach
every summer. By the time you are
reading this article, we will have been
home from the beach for almost
six weeks and I hope I have lost all
the weight I plan on gaining while
enjoying the beach and family.
While on the subject of eating, don’t
forget the FREE meal at our August
meeting. The August meeting is the
annual election meeting to count the
ballots, you hopefully mailed in, and
to swear in the newly elected board
members. Again this year E.J. Smith is
our Election Committee Chairman. He
and his highly trained and energetic
committee could use some more
HPROA members to come in early,
on the day of the meeting (Thursday
Aug. 9, 2018), to help open and count
the ballots. As you saw on the ballot,
all the current Board members, and
myself, ran for reelection.

Every year I request a mid-year
budget review for the HPROA. This
gives us a report on how we are
doing with staying in our approved
annual budget. The review covers
from January 1st through June 30th
of the current year and is presented
to and reviewed by the Board during
its July meeting. As is sometimes the
way, we are slightly over budget on
a few items and under budget on
some others. However, overall our
income and expenditures are very
close to the amounts projected in
our budget for 2018.

Several of the insurance representatives
we have listed in the past issues of the
Retired Badge no longer work for the
city and different people are now
responsible for areas of coverage.
They are still bad about returning calls
but that’s a different problem.
One last item. For our many members
who live out of town or too far away
to attend our monthly meeting,
you have probably never eaten
at “Whitney Oaks” after one of our
meetings. This is more commonly
referred to as “The Spaghetti Place”.
It has been in business for over 30
years. It only serves a spaghetti lunch
one day a week on Thursdays. It is
owned and operated by the Sacred
Heart Society (a men’s organization)
of the Catholic Church. It was
started by Italian Catholic men and
their volunteers staffed it. However,
the Sacred Heart Society number
of Italian and other volunteers has
gotten so small that they had to hire
people to do the work volunteers
used to do. The rising costs of doing
business and decreasing numbers
of patrons is causing them to close.
Those of us who have enjoyed a
lunch there after our meeting will
miss their good food!

A couple of other items of interest.
Anthony Kivela has headed up a
group of Board members and worked
with Joseph J. Earthman to come up
with a funeral package for HPROA
members. The total cost of a funeral,
not including burial plot, opening or
closing of the grave, preacher and
a few other personal items, is equal
to the amount of your burial fund
benefit, currently $4,250.00. Look for
more details in the “Retired Badge”.
Also look for the update of contact
telephone numbers, in this paper, for
getting information from the City of
Houston for insurance and Medicare
questions.

Your HPROA is a family of volunteers
who work to keep our retired police
family informed and together. We will
continue to look out for our retirement
benefits, get needed information out
to you as quickly as possible and try to
have some fun while we do it. Come
join us and get involved.

Steve
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For Members and Their Families
What would happen to
your retirement savings
if you needed long term
care???

For more
call:
Garland Cole
M.D. Beale

information,
512.327.3456
713.419.7455

7 out of 10 –
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are
likely to need long term care services. ¹
Long Term Care Pays –
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home,
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)

Address Change

Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve
you if we know where you are.

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252.
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
Houston Police Retired Officers Association
P.O. Box 130787 • Houston, Texas 77219
713-802-2967 • Toll Free 1-866-856-7252
www.hpdretired.com

Executive Officers
President
Stephen Rayne
1st Vice President
Matthew Potell
Treasurer
Ed Aldridge
Parliamentarian
---

Executive Director
W.M. Bill Elkin
2nd Vice President
Medwin Beale
Secretary
Sue Gaines
Sergeant-At-Arms
Robert L. Crane

Executive Board
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Jim Ashby
Jack Miller
Bob Barnard
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Jim St. John
Cathy Buckles
Anthony Kivela
Retired Badge Editor
Steven Toth
Nelson Zoch
Fred Walschburger
Webmaster
Nelson Zoch
Jim Ashby

The Retired Badge is an official publication of the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association (HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors. However,
opinions expressed by individual Board members or any other contributor in this publication do not reflect the opinion of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA. Editorial submissions and other
items of interest from HPROA members are welcomed and encouraged.
COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE RETIRED BADGE ARE PAID FOR BY THE CONTRIBUTORS AND DO NOT IN ANY MANNER IMPLY AN ENDORSEMENT, WARRANTY, OR GUARANTEE BY THE HPROA.
EDITORIAL POLICY: The Retired Badge is published in September, November, January, March, May and July by the Houston Police Retired Officers Association. Materials submitted for purblication
are subject to review by the Board and to editing. All photographs will be returned if they have a self-addressed, stamped envelope included. Editorial content may be mailed to P.O. Box 2288,
Houston, Texas 77252-2288. Deadlines are the 15th of each month preceding the publication date.

JAN RICH
Attorney at Law

Personal Injury
Probate & Wills
Estate Planning
1533 W. Alabama, Suite
100, Houston, TX 77006

832-654-0718

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION
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Pork Chop Hungry

It was hot. I was in a sweat. The inside chores were
done and now I was outside. I had been at yard work
for over four hours and still going. Man was I tired, hot,
and hungry. You know, pork chop and mustard greens
hungry. Oh – and maybe some cornbread and cold milk
with ice. The way things had gone today, I’d be lucky
to get round steak. You know, bologna and a slice of
bread, with water.
Well, anyway, I am still at it as dark is on its way. I am
moving things to clear the yard, mower, trimmer, and now
the loaded wheelbarrow. As I turned a corner (tight) I felt
the wheelbarrow tilt. I grabbed, heard a snap, and there
went the left wrist. Can you imagine that? So simple, so
foolish, so waste of time. You know, first pain, then asking
why I did that and then doctors. So it went.

First, the primary care doctor to tell you what you already
knew. Of course, he had to confirm via x-ray. Then, the
orthopedic doctor and on and on. Now, I am grateful for the
excellent courteous concern from everyone but I just don’t
have time for this. I am a busy man. Things to do. No one
else can do what I do. Well, maybe Henry Pressley could if he
wanted to. Now I adjust. Realizing I have lots of seniority, a
short timer, I hesitate but realize that I must put off things till later
and do just that most important stuff. But it’s all important, isn’t
it? Well, it is to me. Finally, I realize I will get it done eventually
and so it goes when doctors say you have a broken bone.
I will see you at the next HPROA meeting and we’ll talk about
this and other important stuff. See you there early, 9:30 a.m.,
second Thursday.
Till next time,
EJ

Newly Approved HPROA Members
June, 2018: Juan Delarosa, Scott Dombrowski, Hollis D.
Felder, Stanley Floyd, David Jensen, Alisa Ortegon, Bob
Robertson, Jacob Webb, and Jeffrey K. Whitehead. (9)

July, 2018: Bruce Bang, Bryan K. Carpenter, Richard
Kleczynski, Phillip Schaffer, and Kenneth C. York. (5)

City of Houston Human Resources
Insurance Department Contact Numbers
HPROA Board Member Steve Toth has provided the below contact numbers for HPROA members who might have questions
regarding their health insurance.

Contact Phone Numbers for Retirees (Benefits)

CIGNA at City of Houston

A-F Maribel Gomez 832.393.6101
G-M Alicia Solis		
832.393.6102
N-Z Kemp Lenued
832.393.6103
Front Desk:			
832.393.6000, Option #4
Email Address: retireebenefits@cityofhouston.gov

A-F LaKeith Johnson
G-L Maria Rodriguez
M-R Ivan Flake		
S-Z Sylvia M		
MyCigna.com

Dental through City of Houston
Dwayne Cook		
832.393.6157

Life Insurance at City of Houston
Elizabeth Rodriguez
832.393.6114

832.393.6192
832.393.6193
832.393.6191
832.393.6194
800.997.1406
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2018 Police Week Reception
The week of May 14-18 was National
Police Week, with honors and
ceremonies across the USA honoring
our slain Officers. It was no different in
Houston, with the annual ceremony
being held at the Police Memorial
on Memorial Drive on the evening
of Friday, May 18. The ceremony
began at 7PM under a brutal, blazing
late afternoon sun.
The families of the HPD Officers who
gave their lives IN THE LINE OF DUTY
were invited to the HPOU Building
for a 5:00pm reception. This event
is co-sponsored by the HPOU, the
HPROA, and with a large presence of
assistance from the HPD Honor Guard,
led by Sergeant Jim Armstrong. Lisa
Marino, Executive Assistant at the
HPOU, was invaluable once again
with her assistance in not only aiding
HPROA with the mailing of invitations,
but also with the ordering and
preparation of the menu.
Nelson
Zoch and Lisa Marino continue to
build and maintain a data base with
contact information for these family
members.
HPROA members Sue
Gaines, Barbara Cotten and Nelson
Zoch met with Lisa and several Honor
Guard members in April to prepare
these invitations for mailing.
This year’s reception attendance
seemed to be up this year. The mailing
list for these families has become
more difficult to maintain each and
every year as families move. A written
plea notice was included in this year’s
invitations and so far, that has assisted
in keeping this massive address list
more up to date.
There were several speakers at the
reception.
In addition to HPOU
President Joe Gamaldi, Senator John
Whitmore spoke not only of Officer
Safety in general, but specifically of his
high school friendship with HPD Officer
Tim Hearn, who was SHOT AND KILLED
IN THE LINE OF DUTY in June, 1978.

There was a large presence of the
family of HPD Sergeant Steve Perez,
who lost his life IN THE LINE OF DUTY
during Hurricane Harvey. This family was
introduced and honored by HPD Chief
Art Acevedo. Families left the reception
by bus or making the escorted walk to
the Memorial Ceremony, returning in
the same manner.
There were at least 26 LINE OF DUTY
DEATH families represented at this
gathering. They were Officers E.G.
Meinecke (1917), Claude E. Branon
(1959), John W. Suttle (1959), Ben E.
Gerhart (1968), David Huerta (1973),
Francis Eddie Wright (1975), Timothy L.
Hearn (1978), Jose A. Zamarron (1981),
William E. Deleon (1982), Kathleen C.
Schaefer (1982), Elston M. Howard
(1988), John A. Salvaggio (1990), Bruno
D. Soboleski (1991), Michael P. Roman
(1994, Guy Gaddis (1994), Cuong Trinh
(1997), Kent Kincaid (1998), Alberto
Vasquez (2001), Charles R. Clark
(2003), Reuben B. Deleon Jr. (2005),
Rodney Joseph Johnson (2006), Gary
Allen Gryder (2009), Henry Canales
(2009), Eydelmen Mani (2010), Richard
K. Martin (2015), and Steve Perez
(2017). My apologies should I have
missed anyone but I perused the signin register thoroughly and took this
information from that book.

Included in this article is a photo
of the large family presence of the
Francis Eddie Wright family. This
family was once again represented
by the three daughters of Officer
Wright, grandchildren, several of his
siblings as well as a number of nieces
and nephews. On the morning of
this reception, I received a phone
call from Office Wright’s sister, Mrs.
Mary Berry. She was inquiring as to
whether a great-nephew of Officer
Wright could stand in for him at
the reception. This nephew, DPS
Trooper Richard Travis Matlock, is a
veteran law enforcement Officer
and is currently a DPS Trooper
assigned to the Montgomery
County-Conroe area.
To my knowledge, this was the first ever
request of this sort. Several phone
calls were made after which HPD
Honor Guard Sergeant Jim Armstrong
gave his approval for this request. The
Wright family was very pleased with
this outcome. It should be noted that
the Wright family had new tee-shirts
made this year to further honor the
memory of their loved one. We have
noticed the same type of recognition
has been displayed by several other
families over the years.

Continues on Page 7
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The Current History of HPD Class #26
There were forty-eight graduates of
Class #26, which according to Burial
Fund sign-ups, appears to have
graduated around February 1, 1963.
There were at least two females in
this class-Carolyn Ewton and Mary
Cortinas.
It is believed that the
following nine Officers left HPD prior to
serving twenty years: D.R. Gray, B.H.
Greer, F.J. Vrazel, J.F. Janssen, M.F.
West, O.J. Hoffman, M.W. Hambrick
Jr., J.H. Hughes, and Mary Cortinas.
(9)
The following are now deceased,
but earned their retirement by
serving over twenty years. They
are, with their years of service and
year of death: Joe T. Dugger, 30,
2004; Carolyn L. Ewton, 20, 1999;
Bobby D. Hamaker, 27, 2017; Jerry
W. Lineberry, 43, 2016; Donald R.
Morton, 21, 2015; George R. Neal,
20, 2017;
Robert L. Olson, 17,
(possibly a medical retirement),
2012; Jack R. Pharries, 29, 2007;
Ernest E. Reames, 34, 2002; Paul
W. Rhodes, 28, 1995; Billy G. Ripley,
27, 2009; Samuel O. Stark, 20, 2009;
James Allen Thomas, 30, 2016;
James O. Williams, 27, 1991 and
Lester L. Wunsche, 24, 2007. (15)
Those that completed their careers
at HPD with at least twenty years of
service and are still hopefully enjoying
their retirement years are, along with
their years of service and retirement
year: Paul H. Artz, 28. 1991; Jesse L.
Baker, 20, 1983; Kenneth E. Carlile,
25, 1988; Paul C. Edgar, 26, 1989...

... Billy R. Flowere, 24, 1987;
James R. Goudy, 35, 1998;
Robert J. Guillerman, 31, 1994;
James A. Hammer, 30,1983;
Robert C. Horn, 28, 1991; Carl H.
Lenz, 20, 1983; Marion L. Mayo,
26, 1989; Frank N. McMillan, 20,
1983; Robert S. Mortenson, 20,
1983; James M. Norwood, 20,
1983; Clarence M. Pietsch, 24,
1987; Glenn S. Rascoe, 20, 1983;
Thomas H. Rickard, 25, 1988;
Terence J. Scalise, 21, 1984;
I.L. Stewart, 28, 1991; Richard
L. Sumner, 30, 1993; Frank
VanVolkom, 40, 2003; Edwin M.
Whitehead, 29, 1992, and Edgar
Lee Willis, 14, 1977. (23)
It is noted that two of these
retirees
left
HPD
prior
to
completing their twenty years
of service.
What is known
regarding this is:
R.L. Olson
was a Detective assigned to
the Auto Theft Division when
he apparently was granted a
Medical Retirement. No other
information regarding this was
found.
Police Officer Edgar
Lee Willis was shot and critically
wounded IN THE LINE OF DUTY
around 1970-1971 era while
working Night Shift Radio Patrol
out of the then-Beechnut SubStation.
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While he was able to recover
somewhat from his wounds, they
eventually took their toll on his
body and mind and after serving
another six or seven years, he
was granted a well-deserved
Medical
Retirement
and
is
residing in a medical facility in
the San Angelo, Texas area.
Regarding
longevity,
it
is
interesting to note that nine
Officers from this class left with only
twenty years of service while two
more departed with only twentyone years on HPD. Their early
departure was in the 1983-1984
era and it could be speculated
that Mayor Kathy Whitmire and
the Chief at the time may have
contributed to the department
morale at the time.
Sergeant Jerry Lineberry outlasted
his academy mates by serving
forty-three years, followed closely
by Lieutenant Frank VanVolkom
who served forty years.
May the Good Lord continue
to bless these Officers and their
families.

Nelson J. Zoch
July 2, 2018

Continues from Page 6
To briefly refresh the memory of Officer
Wright, he was struck by a hit-andrun driver on August 1, 1975 on the
Southwest Freeway while directing
traffic around an accident. He passed
away the following day from those
injuries. The driver was apprehended
later on that tragic night.

Officer Wright’s wife was pregnant
at the time with their third daughter.
Five years later, in 1980, Mrs. Billie
Hudson Wright, passed away from
cancer. Her parents finished raising
the three daughters-Dena, Laura
Nicole, and Miranda.

Once again, we thank the HPROA, the
HPOU, and the HPD Honor Guard for
their assistance in making this reception
possible. We are hopeful that this
tradition can be continued.
Nelson Zoch
July 5, 2018
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HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

Call
Alan Helfman
4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801
RiverOaksChrysler.com

HELFMAN

DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

HELFMAN
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN

FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI

Houston’s #1
Volume Dealer!

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com
713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT

FIAT • MASERATI

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award

2012 • 2013 • 2014

713-533-6100
11819 Southwest
Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiat.com
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com
Open Mon - Sat

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.
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The Humor Column
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Did you know that in the Texas Hill Country opening day of
deer season is recognized as an official holiday?

Baptism is referred to as “Branding!” In fact, the baptismal basin
is a #2 galvanized feed tub.

At the church, “Lady Spectacle” members still think
“rapture” is what you get when you lift something heavy!

This really makes me misty...when our pastor says, “I’d like to ask
Bubba to help take up the offering, then five women and three
men stand up.

We are blessed. Our choir robes were donated by (and
embroidered with the logo) “Dicky’s Barbecue.”
The special communion wine is made by Boone’s Farms
“Tickled Pink.”

Better even, our keen church finance committee refused to
provide funds for the purchase of a chandelier because none of
the members knows how to play one?

10
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The Anatomy of a Sting Operation Dedicated
to the Memory of Slain HPD Detective
Daryl Wayne Shirley
By Anthony Kivela

When I look back at a sting operation
that our Tactical Unit conducted
in 1987 resulting in over 200 fugitive
arrests, I sadly think that due to the
current “climate’ in HPD, the sting
just couldn’t be replicated today.
I don’t say that due to egotistical
reasons, read herein and judge for
yourself. When you read about the
varying components that all meshed
together, the many-many players
who each materially contributed to
the end-result, the successful level of
secrecy, et al, I am in awe, and I still
to this day wonder how it all came
together without crashing down. The
answer is in the following short story…
At a seminar that I attended years
ago, Zig Ziglar, a Christian motivational
speaker
I
personally
admire
tremendously, illustrated a point by
telling a true story about the “Giant
Belgium Horse.” Powerful by itself,
one horse can easily pull 8,000 lbs.,
but Zig emphasized that by putting
two horses together as a TEAM they
can pull 25,000 lbs. The point was
that “Teams give you a magnificent
advantage!”
From the title of this
article, you can infer that I will be
detailing a sting operation, but more
than that I will provide a wonderful
example illustrating the TEAMWORK
that officers in our N. Shepherd
Tactical Unit, with the help of others,
utilized in a successful operation
targeting wanted fugitives.
Thirty years ago, I was a young
sergeant who supervised the N.
Shepherd Tactical Unit. One of the
duties the Tactical Unit was tasked with
was executing felony arrest warrants.

A problem that we experienced then,
which likely still holds true today, is that
a lot of wanted felons (fugitives) were
continuing to commit multiple crimes
while on the run. The dilemma with this
was that the permanent addresses
on their prior records were actually
for their closest relatives, i.e. parent,
grandparent, etc.
The suspect(s)
typically hadn’t lived at that location
for some time. To address this problem,
my tactical officers were assigned to
come up with a plan to target and
arrest wanted fugitives.
THE PLAN:
Then-Officer
Anthony
“Tony”
Paonessa (now a retired HPD
Sergeant and HPROA member)
developed a brilliant plan.
The
seed in his plan was that even
though the suspects no longer lived
at a relative’s address, those living
at the addresses would still would
know how to find them. Paonessa’s
idea was to set up a realistic-looking
insurance office in a high-rise
building and mail out official-looking
letters to the wanted suspects at
their permanent addresses advising
them that they were the primary
and sole beneficiaries of a life
insurance policy and a check was
being held payable to them as the
sole heir to an estate. If the letters
and envelopes were official-looking
enough and were worded properly,
it was believed that the suspect’s
relative at the address would
contact the suspect. This was a
fresh idea at the time because it was
before the day of online scammers.
And, his idea worked!

Officer Paonessa found that of the
approximately 15,000 outstanding
open warrants filed against persons
living in Harris County, 2,200 were
regarded as “active” wanted fugitives.
Those 2,200 “lucky individuals” were
about to receive a formal-looking
letter from the Houston claims office of
“Allied Republic Insurance of Texas,”
a made-up company, advising them
that notice was being served on
them to lay claim on a death-benefit
disbursement check made payable
to them. All they had to do was
contact that office and schedule a
meeting to sign for the check – and
of course bring their ID with them!
THE HEART OF THE STING: REMEMBERING
A HERO - SLAIN HPD DETECTIVE DAVID
SHIRLEY:
At the time, the name used was David
instead of Daryl, a decision made for
obviously very good and valid reasons.
Each letter was “purportedly” handsigned by the insurance company’s
Senior Disbursement Agent: Mr. David
Shirley. Old-heads will remember that
HPD Detective David Shirley, assigned
to HPD’s Fugitive Detail, was gunned
down by a robbery suspect wanted in
Michigan while Shirley was executing
an arrest warrant by himself. Two
days before he was killed, the second
detective on his unit was pulled from
the detail.
We thought it fitting
to name and dedicate a fugitivetargeted operation in his name. All of
the officers who worked the operation
were certain that he smiled down upon
us as each fugitive willingly walked into
the snare with David Shirley’s name on
the letter. May he rest in peace.

Continues on Page 12
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August, September, October 2018
Thursday, August 2, 2018
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, August 9, 2018
HPOPS Board Meeting
Thursday, August 9, 2018
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
NOTE: AUGUST 9 IS ELECTION RESULTS MEETING DAY
WITH CATERED COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH TO FOLLOW.
Thursday, September 6, 2018
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, September 13, 2018
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, September 13, 2018
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
Thursday, October 4, 2018
HPOU General Membership Meeting
NOTE: FREDERICKSBURG HILL COUNTRY REUNION IS
ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6 THIS YEAR. THIS IS ALSO
OCTOBERFEST WEEKEND SO BOOK YOUR RESERVATIONS
EARLY.
Thursday, October 11, 2018
HPOPS Board Meeting
Thursday, October 11, 2018
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting

A Book Review
By Anthony Kivela
I’ve read a lot of police stories that centered on true-story
criminal investigations, so hearing recommendations for
this book that were coming from Houston Police Homicide
investigators who I knew and respected, I picked this book
for me to read on my Kindle. What I did not expect was
a book that was so hard to put down that it would keep
me up late reading. Nelson Zoch has written a remarkable
and compelling book.
This is a tale that Zoch had to tell, perhaps to remind each
of the readers about the evil that comes oftentimes from
those who are not strangers, but near and even dear, to
us...but more likely to let the world know what cruel evil
exists throughout our nation, not necessarily just in large
cities, but even in remote deserts. By writing this book,
the author shows his respect for the strong work ethic
of a true policing hero, Houston Police Department’s
Detective Dan McAnulty.

There are no shortages of murder mystery books to read.
Many start out like this one, one murder committed with
the suspect typically thinking that he is smarter than the
police investigators, and the crook amazingly escaping
criminal charges. Other true crime stories may have
a second murder that follows the first one, just like this
book. The difference is like the old saying “The devil is in
the details”. In “All His Enemies”, Zoch takes the readers
deep into the devil’s details. Here the devil is the suspect,
Jerry Eugene Easley, and labeling him a devil is certainly
a fittingly analogy. The irreparable harm that this animal
caused is accurately detailed in the many in-depth stories
describing Easley’s bizarre behavior that Zoch writes about.
Fortunately there is good in this world that fights an evil
devil such as Easley. Detective McAnalty would probably
say that he was just doing his duty by pursuing Easley, but
his tenacious efforts prevented an untold number of other
deaths that were certain to follow, yet were prevented. This
is a story of a hero taking down a hard-to-catch villain and I
strongly recommend it without any reservations whatsoever!
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THE RESULTS:
The plan was to mail out letters to
the fugitives on a Monday, and
if calls came in that week, book
appointments for the following
week when the operation was fully
staffed. We were hoping for a few
immediate phone responses, and
there were NO cricket sounds! The
immediate day after the letters were
mailed out, the phones at the office
literally didn’t stop ringing. In fact,
over 1,000 phone calls were received
the first week alone.
Hundreds of
appointments were made before
the operation had to be shut-off
due to exigent circumstances. The
appointments were booked 15
minutes apart, but each fugitive was
speedily arrested and processed out
of the building in eight minutes. It was
like an assembly line, and planned
so thoroughly that when the TRAP
(we named the operation: Tactical
Response
Apprehension
Project:
TRAP) was effected, in the end there
was not even a single resisting or
evading arrest filed!
Astonishingly, 10% of the fugitives
traveled from outside of Texas, and in
one case a murder suspect traveled
from outside the country. Some were
found with drugs in their pockets and
one had a concealed pistol, but the
method of their arrest was quick and
flawless.
Additionally, there were
some sad and embarrassed faces on
the few attorneys who came in with
their fugitive-clients to facilitate the
check delivery. …too bad, so sad!
WHAT MADE THIS STING OPERATION
WORK?
I intentionally began this article
discussing TEAMWORK because that
was what made this entire operation
work so well. Kudos then and now to
the following:

Tactical Unit Officers:
The North
Shepherd Tactical Unit worked nearly
non-stop and were simply amazing to
watch. The unit was comprised then of
only eight officers: Anthony Paonessa,
Mike Gallaway, Gary Alton, David
Eagan, W. D. “David” Chapman, J.
M. Garces, Donnell Carter, and Steve
Sanders. My thanks go to that core
team and I was honored to work with
them as their supervisor.
Management
That
Worked!:
Unbelievably,
this
operation
was executed only a few short
months after conception.
But
remember this was in the 1980’s,
and a concern was raised from
our rising-star division commander,
then-Captain Larry Kendrick (later
promoted to assistant chief). He
wasn’t certain whether his oldschool superiors would approve
the operation. I can assure you
that what he did then to counter
the possible disapproval wouldn’t
happen today. Foreseeing that
a member of the command staff
might not approve the operation,
he waited until the fake insurance
office was completely furnished,
phone and computer lines installed,
the Harris County Fugitive Detail was
committed for verification purposes,
and the ax was about to fall…
before he sent up the plan of action.
And yes there were questions, and
there was some “heat” because
of the late notice, but the plan
was almost unstoppable without
embarrassment to any nay-sayer.
I know that today the plan would
have been sent to Legal Services
where it would have sat in an inbox and gathered cobwebs and
dust, or possibly “leaked” to the
media by who-knows-who, or we
would have heard that the liability
was too great, and so on. I still
have considerable respect about
how this was handled by thenCaptain Kendrick and how much
he believed in our team.

HPD Support Services:
Back to
TEAMWORK… There was nearly
no direct cost to staging this
operation other than postage,
voluntarily provided by the Print
Shop. The Print Shop also donated
quality-bonded “surplus” stock
paper and envelopes (or so they
said, so there would be no heat
for the cost incurred!). Even the
Field Training Administration Office
pitched in to help. Sergeant Rick
Sanders, along with officers Frank
Webb and Dan Cain, eagerly
volunteered to professionally, and
almost immediately, coordinate
the word processing - something
that wasn’t as automatic 30 years
ago as it is today. Sergeant J. B.
Mitchell in Planning and Research
magically made a commercial
rotating multi-line phone system
“appear” in our insurance office.
DRAGGING THE SACK!: Not knowing
what the actual plan was but
trusting their police department’s
request for assistance, Oak Leaf
Management Company provided
a gratuitous lease for 4,000 sq. ft. of
office space in a high-rise building
on the Northwest Freeway. Rotan
Mosle Investments and IBM loaned
us office furniture that professionally
decorated our offices. Southwestern
Bell security “buried” the City of
Houston as the phone lessee –
seemingly overnight, and Boom
– our company: “Allied Republic
Insurance Company” had an
active listing in Directory Assistance.
It seemed that almost every area
corporate representative I spoke
with was more than eager to help,
and their support was key to the
success of the operation.

Continues on Page 13
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OTHER CONTRIBUTORS:
Other officers from the N. Shepherd
Division who had previously rotated
into the Tactical Unit were selected to
assist based on their professionalism
and high work ethic. These included
Janis Raney, Margaret Zoch, Paul
Bonar, Rhonda Stepchinski, David
Eagan, Ray Gonzales, Greg Shaull,
James C Godfrey, Joe W. Thompson,
D. W. Slade, G. W. Shaull, R. Jurich,
and R. C. Caylor.
HCSO Fugitive Detail deputies
S.D. Moore and J. P. Walker were
generously loaned to the operation
and conducted immediate onsite warrant verifications when the
fugitives arrived at the fake insurance
office. This was extremely helpful in
that on those rare occasions when
a warrant was found to no longer
be active, the individual was told
that they were the wrong person
and apologies were made for the
inconvenience. There was never
any pushback as those folks would
always remark that they didn’t know
anyone who would be leaving them
an inheritance!
Legal aspects were examined and
approved, not by our HPD Legal
Services but rather by the Harris
County District Attorney’s Office,
Special Crimes Section. Finally, since
WE didn’t want to be arrested or
sued ourselves for illegally claiming to
be an insurance company, the State
Insurance Board in Austin reviewed
the operation for us and we received
their stamp of approval.
OMG! – THE MEDIA: Another reason
why this operation couldn’t be
replicated today is due to how the
media has changed. We allowed
the Post and Chronicle newspapers
to visit the operation a few days
before it ended with their promise
that they wouldn’t report anything
until after the news conference. The
promise was honored.

Almost immediately, various reporters
looking for a big news scoop showed
up at the operation after fugitive
“beneficiaries”
who
had
been
arrested complained to them.
A
contingency was made allowing
Jack Cato, a Channel Two reporter
who every police officer trusted and
respected, to spend a day with us and
film every aspect of the operation. He
pooled all his video, held onto it, and
shared it with every news outlet the
day of the news conference when
the arrests were announced. When
reporters showed up at the sting, Lt.
Paul Duggar hand-delivered a news
release explaining that there was an
ongoing police operation and the
media’s presence would jeopardize
the success of the operation. They
were directed to Sergeant J. C. Mosier
at the PIO who promised us that every
news outlet would hold the story. They
all did, and a big thanks to J.C. for
being a part of the TEAM!

CONCLUSION: In the end, even
though each fugitive came
into our fake insurance office
anticipating a check, the only
checks given were from the onsite HCSO deputies who doublechecked and verified that their
warrants were still valid. In total,
there were 222 arrests made,
resulting in 380 warrants cleared
in only 7½ working days! All who
worked this program received a
shot in the arm, with many officers
maintaining that it was a careerhigh experience for them. Once
again, as I look back at the entire
operation, I continue to reflect
on Zig Ziglar’s quote: “Teams give
you a magnificent advantage!”
All I can say is, thanks to the entire
team on a job well done!
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As retired Houston police officers, we
collectively have millions of stories.
Some of these stories cannot and should
not be told. However, one story, that
occurred over forty-three years ago,
can be told and hopefully you will enjoy
my memories from a time long ago.
On Friday, May 14, 1976, Gerald Ford
was president of the United States,
following Richard Nixon’s resignation
over Watergate. On this date several
historic events occurred. Urqui Ola,
an oil tanker, exploded off the Spanish
coast spilling oil into the Atlantic Ocean.
In England, Keith Relf, a musician
best known as the lead vocalist and
harmonica player for the “Yardbirds”,
died in the basement of his home
from electrical shock, while playing his
ungrounded electric guitar.
Houstonians were dealing with a
major tragedy that occurred three
days earlier. On the 610 Loop West
at the Southwest Freeway, a tanker
truck crashed releasing a cloud of
deadly ammonia fumes, just before
the lunch hour rush.

The fumes closed freeway traffic for
three miles in all directions and there
was almost no chance of survival
for those caught in the cloud of
poisonous gas. Seven people died
and most of the greenery in the area
was destroyed. Numerous individuals
were rushed to surrounding hospitals
and those fortunate enough to
survive the exposure, would live with
permanent lung damage from the
fumes. Nearby residents left their
homes and people were warned to
vacate the area at the slightest smell
of ammonia fumes. Tuesday was a
sad day for Houstonians.
By the end of the week, Houston
rebounded from this disaster and was
experiencing a very pleasant Spring
day with temperature readings of
73° Fahrenheit and a humidity level
around 38%. At the Astrodome, the
Astros were playing the Philadelphia
Phillies in front of a home crowd of
14,264. On that night, fans would leave
the Dome Stadium disappointed after
a 5-1 loss to the Phillies.

The in-crowd packed a night club
called the Roof at the top of the
Houston Oaks. They were dancing
to the hit song “Boogie Fever” by the
Sylvers, while across town at Gilley’s,
cowboys were riding the mechanical
bull, four years before the movie
Urban Cowboy brought national
attention to the Pasadena night club.
Playing on the jukebox was Ronnie
Milsap’s number one country western
song, “What Goes on When the Sun
Goes Down”.
Just as the sun was going down in
Northwest Houston, Patricia Poe and
her son returned to their home at 4729
Southerland. When they entered the
living room, they were accosted by
two men with guns. The gunmen took
the jewelry Patricia was wearing and
tied up her and her son. She described
the first invader as a white male in his
30’s, about 6 feet tall, with black hair
combed back and wearing a mesh
covered fencing helmet.

Continues on Page 15
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This invader had a blue steel revolver
with a long barrel and was wearing
a black belt with a holster. Patricia
described the second intruder as
a white male shorter, than the first
suspect, around 20 years old, with
short brown hair and a mole next to
his mouth. She told officers the shorter
suspect had a small blue steel revolver
that looked like an antique gun.
The suspects roughly tied up their
two victims and interrogated them
regarding what property was in the
house and what time her old man
would be home. (Patricia was the
girlfriend of Houston lawyer James
B. Davis, who owned the home.)
After tying Patricia and her son’s
hands behind their backs, the two
men moved their victims down the
hall to the master bedroom where
they were put in a closet. While
going to the back room, Patricia
could see the invaders had already
ransacked the house.
Frozen by fear, Patricia and her son
waited in the closet as they heard
the invaders rummaging through their
belongings. From time to time, the
gunmen checked to make sure they
were still tied up. The taller suspect then
took Patricia’s son out of the closet for
what seemed an eternity. While her
mind raced with concern for her son’s
safety, the taller suspect brought him
back to the closet and took Patricia
out. He tied her feet together and
hit her very hard in the stomach. He
then placed his pistol to her head and
asked if she had ever been hit in the
head with a gun. After threatening
her, he fondled her breasts and took
her back to the closet. As Patricia
trembled in fear, she realized they
were completely helpless and at the
mercy of the two merciless intruders.
With no real sense of time, Patricia
waited for what seemed hours.
However, it was around 7:30 p.m.
when James B. Davis returned home
from a day at his law office.

The shorter suspect immediately
confronted him in the living room and
made him lay on his stomach. The
gunmen removed James’ watch and
jewelry, including his Masonic ring
with a two and half carat diamond.
The taller suspect then came into the
living room and tied Mr. Davis’s hands
and feet together.
As James lay helpless, he asked
about Patricia and her son. The taller
suspect became angry and hit him in
the head with his gun. Both suspects
started kicking and hitting James.
One of the suspects told him they had
been paid to work him over and they
might as well take his property while
doing the job they were paid to do.
Dazed and bleeding, Mr. Davis lay
helpless on the floor as the invaders
placed a plastic bag over his face.
Inside the closet, Patricia could hear
the two men beating James and she
became even more terrified.
At some point, James was taken down
the hall and placed in the second
bedroom closet where he could
hear the suspects going through his
house gathering up property. When
quietness settled in, Mr. Davis started
struggling to free himself from the
ropes. After freeing himself, he went
to a neighbor’s house and called the
police. James then went back into
his house and found Patricia and her
son, still tied up in the closet. Because
of James’ injuries the neighbor called
for an ambulance.
Many thoughts raced through the
minds of the traumatized victims
as they waited for the police to
arrive. Within minutes, of the 911
call, Officer R.H Langenberg was on
the scene and begin a preliminary
investigation that would take him
until 3:00 a.m. Saturday morning
to complete. Both suspects were
wearing gloves during the robbery,
but they had taken them off several
times, so Officer Langenberg called
for a fingerprint unit.

Officer
Rodolfo
Navaro
lifted
several prints which were tagged
in the investigation. Detective Jack
Guy made the scene Saturday
morning and talked with the victims,
who could not provide accurate
descriptions of the two suspects.
However, they provided detailed
descriptions of the expensive jewelry
and serial numbers of many of the
missing items. Knowing the suspects
would more and likely try to sell the
property, Jack notified Lieutenant
Marion Reese, the head of the Fence
Detail. Lieutenant Reese made his
men aware of the missing property
and Detective Martin G. Shofner
was assigned to assist the Robbery
Division in working the investigation.
The victims spent most of Sunday in
shock. It was obvious their robbery
was not just a random home invasion
and they started imagining who
might have sent these ruthless men to
their home. As they put together a list
of identifiers for the missing property,
they couldn’t help but think of possible
suspects. They kept telling themselves
the terror of their experience would
eventually end, but they kept reliving
the experience over and over and
they found it impossible to stay in their
house. After several days away from
his home, Mr. Davis returned. However,
the night-mare of this experience
continued to haunt James, Patricia
and her son for the rest of their lives.
During the robbery, the suspects left
in Mr. Davis’s 1975 white over yellow
Cadillac El Dorado convertible. A
neighbor saw this car on Monday,
May 17, 1976, parked by Candlelight
Park, at 1500 Candlelight Lane. The
neighbor notified Mr. Davis, who
called the Robbery Division and spoke
with Detective Sam Nuchia.

Continues on Page 18
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
SEPT

AUG
1, 1947		
1, 1998		
2, 1986		
3, 1934		
3, 1945		
4, 1956		
4, 1953
8, 1930		
8, 1964		
10, 1961
10, 1952
10, 1942
11, 1967
12, 1978
12, 1991
12th		
14, 1932
16th		
16th		

Robert W. McClemore
Donna & Steve Benavides
C.W. & Lena “Dee” Meyer
K.C. Ross
Steve Benavides
Arden & Patricia Lynch
Vickie Rayne
Wilton J. “Bill” Fish
Georgia & D.A. Gibson
Carolyn & Bob Foster
Jackie Powers
Lena “Dee” Meyer
Joy & David Riggs
Linda & Don Morton
Susan & Clarence Hightower
Pat McMenemy
Paul Artz
Weldon Tiedt
Lil Tiedt

16, 1949
16, 1986
19, 1946
19, 1965
20, 1954
22nd		
22, 1953
22, 1964
23, 1985
31, 1991

William L. “Bill” Panzer
Vickie and Steve Rayne
John R. Stelwagen
James D. & Linda Ponder
Sue & Ike Shelburne
Barbara Cotten
Pat & Guy McMenemy
Jerry & Carole Ann DeFoor
George & Jackie Powers
James Rick & Sue B. Walker

1, 1963		
2, 1964
2, 1951		
4, 1954		
5th		
7, 1957		
12, 1943
17, 1942
19th		
19, 1964
22, 1958
24th		
25, 1945
26, 1946
27. 1950
27, 1958
29, 1962
29th		

E.W. & Celia Godfrey
Kay & Don Easterling
Elizabeth & J.O. Parker
Judy & Lloyd Smith
C.J. & Conny Klausner
Anthony & Antoinette Vento
Bill K. Morgan
Allen Tharling
Jo DeFoor
Phil & Margie Frank
Ken Hilleman
Kay Aldridge
Stephen Vaeza
Joyce & Dave Hadley
Janice Fish
Barbara & Charles O. Ford
Eveonne & William Sanders
Barbara S. Ford

(713) 628-6086
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Star * Dot * Star Computer Consulting
(In business since 1992)

Computer Repairs, Malware and Virus removal
Networking and Printer install, Data Recovery and more!

Ed Cuccia

Membership Application and Benefits
information on page 25

713.974.0074
edcuccia@star-dot-star.biz
www.star-dot-star.biz
HPD RETIRED Class of 78 		

Don’t trust your computer to a stranger!

MOBILE COP SHOP
Mobile Cop Shop

SINCE 1990

SUPPLIES FOR THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
mobilecopshop.com - for schedule
SPRING, TEXAS
(281) 353-5329

J.R. KNOTT
MOBILE (713) 822-8160

Law Enforcement prices on
Smith & Wesson and Sig Sauer
Duplicate badges -full or wallet size
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Sam arranged for Mr. Davis to come
into the Robbery office to better
describe the rings and watches
taken during the robbery and he
also contacted Officer C. L. Burks
and Officer C. E. Adolph regarding
the location of the stolen car. These
officers recovered the vehicle and
had it towed to the Houston Police
print stall for processing.
During the following days, several
detectives from the Robbery Division
and the Burglary and Theft Division
worked on this investigation. On
Sunday, Burglary and Theft detectives
John D. Skipper and William R. Coffey
went to the scene to check on how
entry was made and to gather more
information. After the stolen vehicle
was processed and the evidence
tagged Detective Robert “Bob” S.
Arnold contacted Mr. Davis and his
vehicle was returned on May 20, 1976.
As the investigation continued, there
was finally a break in the case on
June 2, 1976. Detectives Martin Q.
Shofner, Ben W. Norman, Tommy
T. Grubbs and James H. Bell were
working a major theft case involving
stolen oil field equipment and during
their investigation, Detective Grubbs
developed
an
informant
who
was telling him about some stolen
property. The informant mentioned
two suspects who were trying to sell
some rings, taken during an armed
robbery. The description of those rings
matched the description of the rings
taken from Mr. Davis and Ms. Poe. The
descriptions of the men matched the
descriptions of the two gun-men who
terrorized the complainants. Tommy
contacted Detectives Sam N. Nuchia
and Earl D. Musick, who were working
the robbery case, and told them
about the two suspects.

The informant said the suspects were
in a black Chevrolet truck and they
were taking the rigns to meet a buyer
in the parking lot of the River Oaks
Bank, at around 1:00 p.m. Without
much time to spare, Sam and Earl
joined the Fence Detail detectives
and they set up surveillance of the
bank parking lot. A little before
1:00 p.m., the black pickup arrived
with two suspects matching the
description of the two home invaders.
These suspects did not enter the bank
but waited in the truck. A little after
1:00 p.m., a white Dodge van parked
next to the truck and the two suspects
got out of the truck and went into the
van. After a short period of time the
van’s driver went into the bank briefly,
and then returned to the van. The
surveillance team, having more than
enough probable cause, moved in
and arrested all three suspects.
The driver of the black pickup was
Mancel Ray Taylor and the passenger
was Larry Knighten. After their arrest,
Tommy read all three suspects their
Miranda warnings in the presence
of Lieutenant Reese, who had come
to the scene. The suspects stated
they understood their rights and
had no questions. Incident to arrest,
Detective Bell searched the black
truck and found a gold ring with a
red ruby laying in the front seat. He
also found a black belt and holster
with a .22-caliber revolver under
the passenger seat. Taylor told
investigators the ring belonged to
his mother and Knighten claimed
the gun. Knighten said he had just
returned from Austin where he was
target practicing with the gun.
Just before the surveillance team
moved in for the arrest, the two
suspects had given several pieces
of jewelry to Michael A. Yeager, the
driver of the van.

Yeager claimed he was purchasing
the jewelry from Knighten and Taylor.
He had in his possession the Masonic
ring and the dinner ring which were
taken from Mr. Davis and Ms. Poe.
The ring found in the black truck also
belonged to Ms. Poe. Yeager also had
a wedding ring and ring guards, taken
in another robbery (Dr. Kirkland). The
jewelry and pistol were seized and
given to Sam and Earl to be tagged
in the police property room.
Taylor told detectives he was staying
with Knighten on the northside of
Houston, but he did not know the
address. Knighten verified Taylor was
staying with him in some apartments,
but also claimed not to know the
address. Knighten volunteered to
take detectives to the apartment
and he was placed in the car with
Sam and Earl. Taylor and Yeager were
taken to Burglary and Theft where
holds were obtained, and they were
questions regarding their involvement
in burglaries and robberies.
Knighten was more than willing to
cooperate, since he believed his
arrest had something to do with the
oil theft investigation the Fence Detail
was working. He would learn later that
Sam and Earl were robbery detectives
and Sam and Earl had already
recognized the property coming
from the home-invasion robbery of
Mr. Davis’s home. Knighten directed
Sam and Earl to his apartment at 721
Curtin and pointed out apartment 23.
After pointing out his apartment, he
was asked if he would give his consent
to allow detectives to search his
apartment. Knighten said he had no
problems with detectives searching
his apartment and then read and
signed a “consent to search” form.

Continues on Page 19
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Linda Bray was in the apartment
and claimed she was also staying
at this location. Ms. Bray verified
it was Knighten’s apartment and
Taylor was also staying there. As the
apartment was searched detectives
found a gold watch with diamonds
that matched the description of
the watch taken from Patricia. In
this same room were clothes taken
during the robbery. Knighten was
quick to point out these items were
in Taylors room and he claimed
Taylor brought them there about
two to three weeks earlier. After
finding the Winchester .22 magnum
rifle Knighten claimed he recently
bought the rifle. Knighten must have
started to realize Sam and Earl knew
a lot more about what they were
looking for than he first believed.
Before the search was finished, a
large amount of the property taken
from the Davis home was recovered.

Ms. Bray was wearing some of the
jewelry she claimed was given to her
by Knighten. Because she obviously
knew about the stolen property
being brought into the apartment,
she was taken to the robbery office
to answer questions about what she
knew about the robbery.
Later that evening, James and
Patricia
were
contacted,
and
they came to the station to view a
lineup. James positively identified
Taylor and told Sam and Earl he was
the suspect who confronted him
when he entered his house. James
was positive in his identification of
Taylor and James felt almost certain
Knighten was the taller suspect,
but he could not be 100% positive.
Mr. Davis said the two suspects he
identified were wearing his shirts,
which were taken in the robbery.

Patricia, who was positive she would
be able to identify both suspects could
not make a positive identification
from the lineup. She said Taylor
looked a little like the shorter suspect,
but she could not say for sure. Patricia
recognized both men were wearing
shirts she believed belonged to
James. After the lineup, they were
shown the recovered property. They
both positively identified the property
as being the same property taken
during the robbery. Patricia said the
wedding ring and guards were not
hers and she had never seen that
piece of jewelry.
After the lineup, Taylor was taken
from the jail to the robbery office
and questioned. He was told both
complainants identified the shirt he
was wearing as coming from the
robbery and property found in his
room also came from the robbery.

Continues on Page 20
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He still denied his involvement but
admitted the property came from
the robbery and said he could show
Sam and Earl where more property
was if they would make him a deal.
He was checked back into the jail
and Knighten was brought out and
taken to robbery.
It was obvious to Knighten that Taylor
had been talking and he probably
assumed Taylor had implicated him.
He was told about the shirt he was
wearing, and the property recovered
from his apartment belonged to the
victims. He admitted his involvement
and said he would take Sam and Earl
to a location where more property
was being kept. Knighten also told
detectives they had missed some
property taken during the robbery
at his apartment. Knighten told
Detectives Bob Davis and Jack
Fulbright where additional property
was in his apartment and they went
to recover that stolen property.
Knighten directed Sam and Earl to
the Pilgrim Storage facility at 9030
North Freeway and pointed out
storage room G18. Knighten had a
key to this storage room and said
Taylor has the other key.
The storage room was full of stolen
property. Knighten said the property
in this room came from several jobs
including the Davis robbery. Knighten
admitted he and Taylor robbed
Dr. Kirkland and had burglarized a
preacher’s house and some other
homes. All the property in this storage
room was stolen property and it was
tagged in the Fence Detail property
bins. Burglary and Theft detectives
agreed to work out the stolen property
and find the rightful owners.
Sam and Earl had already worked
over 16 hours when they requested a
written statement from Knighten.

Before he would make a written
statement, he insisted on making a
deal and agreed to testify against
Taylor and another suspect if we would
not charge him. For a confession
to be valid it must be made of the
suspects own free will with no threats
or promises. Besides, Knighten was
the suspect who fondled Patricia’s
breast, hit her in the stomach, hit
James in the head with the gun and
was overly brutal throughout the
robbery. Detectives knew their case
was strong and a statement was not
needed. It had been a very long day
for the detectives, so Knighten was
checked back into the jail and Sam
and Earl went home to grab a few
hours of sleep before reporting back
for duty at 8:00 a.m.
After talking with his lawyer, Knighten
knew he had made a terrible mistake
in making oral statements while
directing detectives to the recovery
of stolen property. Also, in jail you
meet many individuals who are in
similar situations as yourself. While in
jail, Knighten became acquainted
with Steven Douglas Land, James
Dyer, Gerald Hine, Tommy Gus Gegus
and Jerry Wayne Heckert. Each of
these acquaintances had robbery
or murder charges pending and
Earl Musick was the investigator who
worked their cases. Each defendant
also had a damaging confession
they needed to invalidate. So, they
along with Knighten and Taylor,
came up with a plan and a story of
why their confession should not be
heard by the court.
The story they concocted was that
Musick had beat, stomped and
brutalized each and every one of
them to make them confess. They
made a pact to testify for each other
at their individual trials. In furtherance
of their plan, Knighten, and Gegas
filed 1983 Civil Rights charges against
Musick, in the United States District
Court for the Southern District of Texas.

During several trials in the criminal
courts, the before mentioned
defendants testified they were
the victims of Musick’s brutal
interrogation technics. The juries
saw through their lies and each
defendant was convicted and
sent to prison.
On August 4, 1977, Knighten was tried
and convicted for the Aggravated
Robbery of Mr. Davis and Ms. Poe.
The jury assessed his time in prison
at twenty-six years. After being
released from prison he found
himself in trouble with the law again.
On May 11, 1994, Knighten pled
guilty to burglary of a habitation and
received a fifteen-year sentence.
Prior to Knighten’s trial Taylor pled
guilty for his part in the robbery and
accepted a fifteen-year sentence.
He did agree to testify for the other
defendants and followed through
with his promise. Because of his false
testimony, he was charged with
aggravated perjury and on May 31,
1978, he pled guilty and received
a five-year sentence for attempted
aggravated perjury.
Knighten’s federal case, against
Earl, had several legal deficiencies
and the City Attorney’s Office was
able to get it dismissed. Gegas’s
federal case against Musick was
on a later docket and it also had
numerous
legal
deficiencies.
On the day the federal suit was
scheduled
to
be
dismissed,
Channel 13 was having a field day
showing Detective Bruce Music
kneeing a handcuffed kidnapper
in the groin. The Houston media
was all talking about Robbery
Detective Music and his abuse of
a handcuffed prisoner.

Continues on Page 21
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We seem to start most conversations
today about the weather. It’s a good
subject, especially in this day and
time, because we are experiencing
such strange weather patterns.
I
know, some say, “Oh, it’s just a cycle,”
or “It’s always been this way.” But
still for us senior, experienced folks,
we see unusual patterns developing.
For instance, while the past few
years were extremely dry, today we
are experiencing floods, winds, hail,
tornadoes like never before. While
we, man, were created by God just
lower than the angels and nature
created for our enjoyment, it now
appears that nature is upset with our
actions. Or, maybe not.

Maybe it’s God saying, “Hey, I created
you to serve me, you are failing in that
duty and I am sending you a message.
Through the weather.” Nevertheless,
if you have been affected by the
weather, especially the recent floods,
our only concern is to avoid the
negatives involved as a result of that
weather. I’ve heard church friends
comment about weather while
pointing to the Bible. They like to cite
Revelation to explain weather, war,
famine, fire, and suffering. How many
times have you heard it said, “This is
an indication of the end times.”

Maybe, but I like to think that our
God is a merciful God and as his
children, he loves and protects us
and we will not know about end
times. At least I hope not. I know
this is deep and rambling, but think
about it and I’ll see you at the next
HPROA meeting on the second
Thursday each month at the KC
Hall on Whitney.

At the start of the 1983 Civil
Rights trial Earl heard the judge
ask, “How does the defendant
plea?” As he looked at Tommy
Gegas, Earl realized he was in an
unfamiliar situation of being the
defendant in this trial. He would
sit through two days of trial before
the jury returned a verdict in his
favor and justice prevailed.

Of the many robbery cases I
investigated, this investigation will
always be in my memory. Hopefully
you have enjoyed reading my
reminiscing about my experience as
a Houston Police Robbery detective.
Those were the best of years.

Till nxt time,
EJ

Continues from Page 20
When the federal judge read
the allegations against Robbery
Detective Musick, he refused to
dismiss the case, ordering it to
trial. The judge also appointed
an outstanding federal attorney
to perfect the pleadings and
prepare the case against Robbery
Detective Earl Musick.

Human Resources Benefits
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
832.393.6000		 888.205.9266
benefits@Houstontx.gov
cityofhoustonbenefits.org

DELTA DENTAL
DHMO			 844.282.7637
DPPO			 855.242.1549
deltadentalins.com/
cityofhoustonbenefits.org

CIGNA
832.393.6000		
888.205.9266
800.997.1406
cityofhoustonserviceinquiries@cigna.com
mycigna.com

SUPERIOR VISION
800.507.3800
866.265.0517
superiorvision.com
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The Shotgun Corner
“.22’s Are Just Plain Fun”
By M. D. Beale, Jr.
The ubiquitous .22 rimfire in all sizes is by
far the most used firearm in the world.
Millions of rounds a year are fired.
Hot summer days in a small town with
limited jobs for kids was the norm for
me growing up. I still detest mowing
a yard. Thank God there are those
that love doing it. But it supplied a
minimum income sufficient to keep
me in .22 ammo – shorts, longs, or
long rifles – didn’t matter – at about 1
penny per shot.
We, along with almost everyone else
in town, had a .22 rifle, usually a single
shot [I still have our old Springfield]
but there were a smattering of others
around. My friends and I would either
walk or ride a bicycle (later drive) to
a local creek, rice canal, or bayou
and spend time plinking at “targets
of opportunity” – anything from twigs,
cans or empty bottles to gar, turtles,
snakes, or any other vermin.
By trial and error, with a minimum of
instruction and a ton of shooting, most
of us learned how to hit a turtle in the
head or cut a match stick in two at
15 long steps with regular iron sights.
Now I can’t see the open sights and
the match stick at the same time. It’s
a scope for me or I’m just shoving
lead out the barrel. I can make out
with a pistol pretty well but nothing to
brag about anymore.
My Uncle Parker Beale had an
old Winchester single shot that
stayed in his old ’48 [?] Ford pickup
truck [the same truck that Steve
Morrison, HPD Ret., bought from
them to restore several years back]
and there was always a partial box
of shells on the dash or in the glove
box or in his overalls.

He performed one of the most unusual
shooting feats I ever saw back in the
mid ‘50’s with that old Winchester.
When I was about 10 years old I was
spending a couple of weeks with
them during the late summer. Right
after breakfast he took me with him
to go find a cow that was due to
have a calf but hadn’t shown up
at the feed lot for a couple of days.
We walked out past the blacksmith
shed, around the big tractor garage
toward the large stock tank just north
of the house. He told me to follow
where he walked and to not get off
the cow trail we were on because of
water moccasins and copperheads.
We were skirting through the mesquite
brush along the low west end of the
tank when he suddenly stopped and
told me not to move. He pointed
his rifle ahead and said “See that?”.
I didn’t – at first. Then I couldn’t
believe what I was seeing. There was
a huge ball/nest of copperheads on
the trail. They were a bit hard to see
because of their coloring. They were
not moving. I can only assume that it
was something to do with breeding.
One at a time he carefully shot the heads
off of 17 copperheads without missing
a shot at about 10 steps. I remember
wondering if he was going to have
enough shells to get them all. Even when
the snakes moved he never missed.
Many years later, after I was grown, I
got a lucky shot on a water moccasin
swimming across that same tank with
my old Mossberg .22 semi-auto –
another gun I wish I hadn’t sold.
The last few years I’ve been gravitating
back to the .22 more and more. As
a teaching tool for grandkids, or
anyone else for that matter, especially
pistol, it can’t be beat. A lot of us
went through The HPD Academy
marksmanship classes using K22’s.

There’s
tons
of
different
.22
competition levels out there up
through international events for
both pistol and rifle. My 16 year
old grandson has been shooting in
the local .22 Lever Action Cowboy
Metallic Silhouette matches. He uses
the Winchester 9422 I gave him with
receiver peep sights. It’s an off-hand
match with targets as far as 100 yards.
It’s amazing how far you can hit and
turn over those steel targets. I envy
his eyes and coordination.
My old Springfield single shot won’t
extract. I have to pry the hull out
after each shot. I don’t know if it’s
an extractor problem or a chamber
problem, but that’s a gunsmith fix
either way for me. My big 12 pound
Mossberg 144 heavy match .22 rifle
is just too big to hold up anymore to
shoot off-hand much or carry around.
I shopped for a decent moderate
priced .22 rifle for a few months. I
got sticker shock. Good Remington,
Winchester, and other single shots are
in the $175 range. Good used .22 rifles
go up from there. I shopped around
off and on trying to find one I would
buy. I had finally decided that the CZ
455 American for about $450 was one
I could be happy with but nobody
had one in stock and it was, to me, a
lot of money for a .22 rifle.
Luckily, one of my brothers had an old
Winchester Model 77 that he got in a
trade somewhere that he would part
with so I traded him my Ruger Model I
.22 pistol for it.

Continues on Page 26
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Career Criminal Jennings Assessed Death Penalty
In the Arcade Murder of Officer Elston Howard
By Nelson Zoch
Elston Morris Howard was born on
September 18, 1963, in Houston. He
attended
Betsy
Ross
Elementary
School, Burbank Junior High School
and graduated from the Houston
Contemporary Learning Center in 1982.
He served the City of Houston as a
community service officer before joining
the department in HPD Cadet Class No.
111, taking the oath as a Houston police
officer on June 10, 1983. After working
Radio Patrol at North Shepherd and
Central for two years, he transferred to
the Vice Division on July 3, 1985.
On Tuesday, July 19, 1988, Officer Elston
Howard and his partner, Officer Milford
Sistrunk, worked the 7 p.m. to 3 a.m. shift
out of the Vice Division. At about 11:15
p.m., they went to the Empire Adult
Bookstore (also known as “Mr. Peepers”),
located at 4330 Richmond, in the Galleria
area of west Houston just inside the Loop
610. Officer Sistrunk entered the business
and paid the clerk for admission to the
video booths, knowing in advance that
this particular establishment did not
possess a current City of Houston arcade
license. This location was a repeat violator
of the arcade ordinance.
After Sistrunk was admitted, Howard
entered the establishment and advised
the clerk that he was under arrest for not
having an arcade license. The clerk also
was advised to call someone to take
custody of the premises. Officer Howard
was in plainclothes, but for the purpose of
this arrest, was attired in a marked Houston
Police Department raid jacket. The officer
had placed his hand-held radio on the
counter after calling the dispatcher for a
patrol unit to make the “wagon call.” He
then proceeded to complete an arrest
blotter while waiting for this unit.

The plan was for Officer Sistrunk, also
in plainclothes, to exit the store so he
would not be recognized as an officer,
thereby allowing him to make future
cases on the business.
Sistrunk was to wait outside for Howard
to complete the arrest and have the
uniformed unit pick up the prisoner. While
Sistrunk was outside, he had radio contact
at some point with his partner, who also
called the Vice Division desk officer to
obtain an incident number.
Sistrunk went outside to use the pay
phone and then next door to contact
Howard by police radio to make sure
everything was proceeding smoothly. In
doing so, he heard Howard speaking by
radio to Vice. He then asked him to go
to Channel 8, but received no response.
After Sistrunk contacted the Vice Division,
he was advised that Howard had just
been in touch.
He quickly entered the store and found
Officer Howard lying on the floor, bleeding
from the head. Houston Fire Department
EMS personnel treated Officer Howard
at the scene and transported him to Ben
Taub General Hospital.
Despite a valiant effort, Officer Elston
Howard was pronounced dead at 12:35
a.m. July 20, 1988. He was only twentyfour years and ten months old.
Officer Howard was survived by
his parents, Alcano and Era Mae
Howard, daughter Tyesha Victoria
Boudreaux Howard, and two sistersSheila Howard Agee and Alvonda
Michelle
Howard,
half-brother
Eugene Howard, and half-sister
Virginia Howard Lane. Also, his fiance,
Carolyn Ann Thompson, survived him.

Visitation for Officer Howard was held
on Friday afternoon at the Lockwood
Funeral Home at 9402 Lockwood from
2-5 p.m. and then from 7-9 p.m. at the
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, 2801
Conti Street at Jensen Drive. Funeral
services were held at this church at 11
a.m. Saturday with the Reverends C.
L. Jackson and Victor Archer, a fellow
HPD officer and friend, officiating. This
is a very large sanctuary but too small
to accommodate the estimated crowd
of 2,000, which appropriately included
Mayor Kathy Whitmire and Police
Chief Lee P. Brown. Burial followed at
the Forest Lawn North Cemetery (now
called Calvary Hill Cemetery) at 21723
Aldine Westfield Road.
Homicide Lieutenant Greg T. Neely,
who supervised the scene investigation
and the follow-up, directed an indepth investigation – unquestionably
an all-out effort by Homicide. Neely
assigned Sergeants Ted C. Bloyd,
Dennis J. Gafford and John J. Silva to
begin this “whodunit” capital murder of
a police officer investigation. Sergeant
Terry M. Ross was assigned to conduct
the hospital investigation.
Crime Scene Unit Officer Dee S. Wilker
conducted the evidentiary segment
of the scene investigation, carefully
documenting all physical evidence from
the store. CSU Officer Tory Tyrell assisted
her. Firearms Examiner Charlie Anderson
made the crime scene investigation as
did Latent Fingerprint Examiner W. C.
“Chuck” Sheldon. Sergeants L. B. “Boyd”
Smith and John Swaim were on call on
this particular night and were summoned
in to begin the follow-up investigation.

Continues on Page 25
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A New HPROA “Funeral Package” Benefit
By Anthony Kivela
The HPROA is rolling out a new low-cost Funeral Package as a
benefit to being a full HPROA member, associate member, or
spouse of one of these. This package was tailored for those
who are seeking a basic low-budget Funeral, and it matches
the current amount of our Burial Fund pay-out ($4,250). This is
not an insurance plan, and accordingly, is not being sold on
a pre-need basis. Neither the HPROA nor any of its members
make any commissions on this plan. It is simply a benefit that
we hope few people have to use. We have tried to make it as
simple and turn-key as possible.

Note that a Burial plot is not included unless the decedent is
a veteran and wishes to be buried in the Veterans Cemetery.
All costs associated with, and detailed below, are covered
for a cremation, including a rental casket for display during
the services. This came together after much work by an
HPROA committee, and further collaboration with HPD Family
Assistance. This plan is not endorsed or associated with our
Burial Fund, it simply matches what the Burial Fund pays out to its
member(s). Should this plan be needed, read all of the fine print,
and only then contact only Joseph J. Earthman Generations at
713-802-0000. And as usual, HPD Family Assistance can help
you or your loved ones.

Our HPROA Funeral Package
Joseph J. Earthman Generations is pleased to offer the following funeral contract package created especially for
HPROA members (and their partners) with an immediate need.

HPROA FUNERAL PACKAGE
(FOR BURIAL & CREMATION)
Professional Services Fee

Online Obituary

Transfer to Joseph J. Earthman (50 mile radius)

Casket(1)

Standard Care of Deceased or Embalming

Funeral Service

Dressing and Repose to Casket

Funeral Coach for Service

Flower Utility Vehicle

Register Book

Custom Cap Panel Insert

Certificates of Death (10)

HPROA Banner

Total Package Price

$4,250

(1) For families selecting burial, the casket included in this package is a silver, 20 gauge steel unit with a white crepe
interior. For families selecting cremation, the casket included in this package is a dark-stained poplar wood unit with a
light tan interior. For either cremation or burial, if a different casket is desired, additional charges may apply.

Additional Notes Applicable to Our Packages:


Please note, embalming IS NOT REQUIRED for our service packages.



PACKAGE ITEMS THAT ARE NOT UTILIZED ARE NOT REFUNDABLE.



Packages do not include cash advance items such as musician fees and clergy honorariums.



An outer burial container for the burial of either a casket or an urn is NOT included in this package as not all cemeteries
require them. If an outer burial container is required by your cemetery, we will provide one for you at an additional cost.



Additional services or merchandise requested will be added to the package price.

For more information, please contact Joseph J. Earthman Generations at 713-802-0000.
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Crime Scene Unit Officer Dee S. Wilker
conducted the evidentiary segment
of the scene investigation, carefully
documenting all physical evidence from
the store. CSU Officer Tory Tyrell assisted
her. Firearms Examiner Charlie Anderson
made the crime scene investigation as
did Latent Fingerprint Examiner W. C.
“Chuck” Sheldon. Sergeants L. B. “Boyd”
Smith and John Swaim were on call on
this particular night and were summoned
in to begin the follow-up investigation.
Officers learned from the store clerk that
while Officer Howard completed his
paperwork at the counter dressed in clearly
marked HPD raid attire and with a police
radio on the counter, the suspect walked
directly toward him and fired three shots
from close range.
The bullets struck him in the head and
neck area. He was never able to draw
his service weapon from his ankle holster
to return fire. As he struggled toward the
front door to get away from his assailant,
he fell to the floor. The suspect then stood
over the seriously wounded officer and
fired once more at the officer’s head. The
suspect then calmly forced the store
clerk at gunpoint to empty the contents
of the cash register and took the clerk’s
personal belongings. He then left the
store.
Meanwhile, information surfaced that
there had been a series of recent
robberies of adult bookstores in Southwest
Houston. While at the scene, Sergeant
Gafford received information from Patrol
Sergeant Eddie Day that a similar robbery
with a suspect of the same description
had happened earlier this same night at
another bookstore in the area. Lieutenant
Neely assigned Homicide Sergeant J. M.
Castillo as well as Sergeants Smith and
Swaim to begin a crime analysis on these
robberies. They learned that there were
in fact five other robberies with similar
descriptions of an African-American
suspect, as well as several in which he
was accompanied by a white male.

Later the first morning after the murder,
Homicide Captain Bobby Adams
took command of the investigation,
assigning Lieutenant G. A. Mason of a
dayshift Murder Squad to coordinate
this investigation with Lieutenant Neely.
Also assigned to assist were Homicide
Sergeants Tom Ladd, Mike Kardatzke,
Jim Ladd and Eric Mehl. Working closely
with Homicide was Robbery Sergeants
W. H. “Bill” Lawrence and Johnny
Clinton, who were investigating several
of the previous robberies.
Others that assisted in various segments
of the investigation were Homicide
Sergeants
Ted
Thomas,
Rueben
Anderson, Roy Ferguson, George
Dollins, Jim Ramsey, George Alderete
and Phil Trumble and Robbery Sergeant
Joe Levingston, as well as a number
of others who performed investigative
duties as needed.
This same day, Officer M. R. Edwards
of Central Patrol came forward with
information regarding the robbery
of an establishment known as the
Kindred Spirits on Richmond Avenue.
This robbery happened on July 8,
1988. Officer Edwards’ information
was that one of the witnesses to this
robbery personally knew the black
male suspect as Robert Jennings.
The description of Jennings also fit that
of the suspect who murdered Officer
Howard. Further investigation revealed
that Robert Jennings (African-American,
30) had previously been assessed a thirtyyear sentence for robbery but had been
paroled in May 1988.
Based on this information, investigators
wanted to again interview witnesses in
the July 8 robbery. They made it a top
priority. Sergeants Smith, Swaim, Clinton
and Lawrence began to locate these
individuals. The witness who claimed to
know Jennings, however, was at this time
“unable” to positively identify Jennings’
photo.

After several other witnesses positively
identified this suspect as the individual
who had robbed them at gunpoint at
Kindred Spirits, the original witness finally
admitted that he was afraid of Jennings
and reluctant to make the identification.
However, he eventually made positive ID.
Investigating officers took sworn written
statements from these witnesses and
obtained a probable cause warrant for
the arrest of Robert Jennings on the earlier
robbery. The investigation progressed in a
positive direction with an all-out search for
Jennings.
Later on Wednesday evening, while
searching for Jennings, investigators
learned from a relative of his that he had
been shot in the hand and was presently in
Ben Taub General Hospital being treated.
Homicide Sergeants Tom Ladd, Mike
Kardatzke and Eric Mehl immediately went
to Ben Taub to arrest Robert Jennings on
the probable cause warrant in connection
with the Kindred Spirits robbery.
They found Jennings and gave him
the proper legal warning. After a series
of denials of any involvement in any
robberies, the suspect admitted to
robbing the Kindred Spirits along with a
man identified as David Harvell (White
Male, Age Unknown), whom Jennings
said was also the one who shot him in
the left hand. Investigators contacted
several other robbery complainants and
witnesses who picked Jennings out of
photo spreads. As a result, more robbery
charges were filed on him in order to keep
him in custody while the capital murder
investigation progressed.
On Friday, July 29, Jennings was released
from Ben Taub and brought directly to
61 Riesner where a live lineup was held
with the numerous witnesses from the
Empire Book Store, the scene of Officer
Howard’s murder. After this lineup
and positive identification by several
witnesses, Jennings was again warned
and questioned.

Continues on Page 26
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Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
Family Assistance Unit:

Burial Fund:

Senior Police Officers Jennifer Smesny, 713-308-1237 and
Jorge R. Lucero, 713-308-1240.

832-969-9099. Leave message for someone to contact you.

If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center,
713-308-1500.

Continues from Page 22
Just what I had in mind, it’s a walnut stocked semi-auto
made for a short while starting in 1955. It has a left hand
bolt charging handle but ejects to the right. This one is
the magazine fed model [collectors prefer the tube feed
model]. It has the magazine catch and release button
integrated inside the plastic trigger guard. A touch
awkward but it works okay.
I had to clean, lube, tune it a bit, and install a Bushnell
Banner 3x9, but it was soon working just fine and it gets
better the more I shoot it. I’ve started working on finding
the right ammo. It shoots the CCI standard and mini-mag
rounds just fine, bullet holes touching at 50 feet. Yesterday I
found out it doesn’t like the Federal bulk pack high velocity
stuff at all, cheapest on the market at just under a nickel a
round [5 times the cost from when I was a kid]. However,
my S&W Model 41 target pistol loves it. Go figure.

We have a Tin Can Alley .22 bay at Pearland Shooting
Club where there are several steel and plastic targets
provided. You can take your own tin cans and bottles if
you want to – just clean up your mess when you leave. I’m
spending more time there shooting the steel targets and
thinking of the days when a kid around here could just get
his rifle and head to the creek or woods for a few hours of
decent shooting and exploring unhindered.
Times sorely missed. While we can’t go back in time, we
can still do some of the fun things we used to, like shoot
.22’s. The Lord’s blessings on you. Stay safe and cool in
this hot weather. See y’all at the range.

Continues from Page 25
He soon admitted to detectives that he shot a man during a
robbery of the Empire Book Store. Investigators also determined
from doctors at Ben Taub that the bullet in Jennings’ hand could
be removed. Jennings signed a consent-to-search his body for
this bullet. Doctors later recovered it upon the suspect’s return
to the hospital.
Basically, Jennings said that his partner in crime was David
Harvell, whom he had met in prison. Recently they had just by
chance met up in the “Gulfton ghetto” area on the Southwest
side and began hanging out, drinking, doing drugs and pulling
robberies together.
On the night of Officer Howard’s death they were in Harvell’s car.
Harvell stayed outside to act as the lookout while Jennings went in to
rob the place. He previously had been inside and knew the layout.
After shooting the officer, he and Harvell ran back to the car
and when he told Harvell that he had “screwed up really bad
and shot a security guard,” Harvell grew angry. He picked up
Jennings’ gun and shot him in the hand. Jennings jumped out
the car window and fled.

Meanwhile, other detectives began the search for Harvell.
His criminal record showed his mother lived in Euless in North
Central Texas. It also showed that he had served time in the
Texas Department of Corrections for robbery, having been
paroled in February 1988 to Harris County until 1998. A probable
cause warrant was issued for his arrest on the robberies. On
Saturday, July 23, after Euless authorities were alerted that
Harvell’s mother lived there, they arrested the second suspect.
Within several hours of receiving this information, while the
funeral of Officer Howard was being held, Lieutenant Neely and
Sergeants Tom Ladd, Eric Mehl and Boyd Smith left for Euless,
which is located between Dallas and Fort Worth.
After going over the details of the arrest with Euless police officers,
Harvell was warned and questioned regarding his involvement
in the robberies and the murder of Officer Elston Howard. Harvell
told basically the same story as Jennings, adding that after he
shot Jennings, he and his girlfriend left for San Antonio, where
they spent the night. They then left west on Interstate 10, driving
aimlessly to El Paso, trying to figure out how to handle his latest
problem with the law.

Continues on Page 27
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Killed in the Line of Duty

September

August
August 8, 1886

Henry Williams

August 18, 1946

Howard B. Hammond

September 17, 1925		

E.C. Chavez

August 3, 1911

John Morris Cain

August 25, 1956

Robert J. Schultea

September 13, 1929		

Ed Jones

August 23, 1917

Rufus H. Daniels

August 23, 1959

John W. Suttle

September 20, 1930		

Edward Fitzgerald

August 23, 1917

Horace Moody

August 4, 1963

Charles R. McDaniel

September 20, 1930		

William Phares

August 23, 1917

E.G. Meinecke

August 2, 1975

Francis Eddie Wright

September 19, 1973		

David Huerta

August 23, 1917

D.Ross Patton

August 16, 1979

Charles Baker

September 12, 1983		

William Moss

August 23, 1917

Ira D. Raney

August 18, 1982

Kathleen Schaefer

September 20, 2000		

Jerry K. Stowe

August 23, 1924

J. Clark Etheridge

August 29, 2017

Steve A. Perez

September 21, 2006		

Rodney Johnson

Continues from Page 26
Harvell then decided that he would leave
for Euless, where he could lay low at his
mother’s house.
Harvell said that on the way back from El
Paso, he drove a short way out into the
desert and buried the .38-caliber pistol
used in the Officer Howard’s murder and
the wounding of Robert Jennings. After
interviewing Harvell, his girlfriend and his
mother – who verified parts of his story –
investigators needed to put into place
the next piece of the crime’s puzzle.
They contacted the Texas Department of
Public Safety with the gun information and
DPS officials provided a Cessna airplane.
While Lieutenant Neely and Sergeant Mehl
drove back to Houston with stolen property
recovered with Harvell’s arrest in Euless,
Sergeants Smith and Tom Ladd put Harvell
onto the plane and flew to El Paso. There
they met up with several Texas Rangers who
drove them east on Interstate 10 where,
miraculously, Harvell was able to show
them where he buried the murder weapon.
They recovered it. Harvell was returned by
airplane to Houston along with the recovered
pistol. Firearms Examiner Charlie Anderson
matched this weapon’s ballistics to the bullets
recovered from Officer Howard’s body and
Robert Jennings’ hand.

Newspaper accounts revealed that the
criminal history of Robert Mitchell Jennings
dated back to 1972, when at the age
of fourteen he was declared a juvenile
delinquent. In 1973, a court ordered him
sent to a trade school in New Waverly.
When his errant conduct continued there,
he was sent to a Texas Youth Council
Reformatory. His adult criminal record
began in 1975 at age eighteen with arrests
for burglary and theft and was followed
by a five-year robbery conviction.
He was released early in 1978, when he
promptly went on a crime spree in the South
Park-Griggs area of Houston’s south side.
According to newspaper accounts of this
spree, he committed four armed robberies
and several burglaries within five days.
He pled “no contest” to three of these
charges and was given three thirtyyear sentences, which were to run
concurrently. Mysteriously, that thirty-year
term became ten years and Harvell was
paroled to Harris County in May 1988.
His early parole led to the brutal capital
murder of Officer Elston Howard.
While David Harvell did not pull the trigger
of the gun that killed Officer Howard, his
criminal history paralleled that of Jennings.

Harvell went to the Texas Department of
Corrections in 1979 and served six years
of an eighteen-year sentence on robbery
and theft charges. Getting out in 1985,
he went back in 1986, supposedly to do
five years for aggravated robbery. He did
two of the five and was back out on the
streets with the likes of Robert Jennings.
In July 1989, after several days of jury
selection, the capital murder trial of Robert
Mitchell Jennings began in state District
Judge Thomas Routt’s criminal court. Harris
County District Attorney Johnny Holmes
took personal charge of the prosecution,
ably assisted by veteran Assistant DAs
George Lambright and Bob Stabe.
Defense attorneys Connie Williams and
Grant Hardeway represented Jennings.
On July 11, 1989, a jury took just more
than an hour to convict Robert Jennings
of capital murder in the Officer Howard’s
death. The trial then commenced to
the punishment phase and Holmes’
prosecution team paraded a number
of robbery victims and witnesses before
the jury to share their knowledge of
Jennings’ criminal escapades.

Continues on Page 28
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On July 13, the jury came back with the
verdict acknowledging that Robert Mitchell
Jennings was a continuing threat to society
and assessed him the death penalty.
Jennings languished on Death Row, slowly
exhausting his rights to appeals. Officer
Howard’s dying appeals to Jennings not
to shoot him anymore were not heard,
but Jennings’ own appeals for his life
were processed through Texas’ criminal
justice system. The Texas Court of Criminal
Appeals heard Jennings’ appeal and
ordered a new trial in the Criminal District
Court of Judge Denise Collins.
In 2002, David Lee Harvell was in the
Telford Unit of the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice in New Boston, having
pled guilty in 1989 and receiving a fiftyfive-year sentence. Even though his
sentence extends to 2043, his first parole
eligibility date was April 21, 2002. Houston
police officers and the family of Elston
Howard hope he serves his full time but
didn’t hold their breaths.
Long-time Homicide Captain Bobby
Adams retired in March 2002 after fortythree years with HPD. Captain Adams
passed away in 2011. Lieutenants Mason
and Neely stayed in Homicide, supervising
murder squads. They retired in 2005 and
2006, respectively. Sergeants Gafford
and Silva both made lieutenant in the
early 1990s. After returning to Homicide
for a short time as lieutenants, they both
moved on to different assignments. In
2007, Lieutenant John Silva worked in
the Criminal Intelligence Division and
Lieutenant Dennis Gafford is assigned to
the Narcotics Division.
In 2007, Sergeants Ted Bloyd, Tom Ladd,
Jim Ladd, Jim Ramsey, Phil Trumble,
Ted Thomas, George Dollins, Reuben
Anderson, and John Swaim are all retired.
Eric Mehl is assigned to the Homicide
Division Cold Case Unit. Sergeant Mike
Kardatzke retired in 1989. Robbery
Sergeant Clinton retired from the Robbery
Division and Robbery Sergeant W. H.
Lawrence made lieutenant and headed
the Forgery Detail out of Burglary and
Theft from where he retired.

Sergeant John Castillo left HPD. Sergeant
Boyd Smith died in a shooting accident in
2003. Roy Ferguson works in the Recruiting
Division and George Alderete is in an
Administrative position. Joe Livingston is a
Lieutenant over the Family Violence Unit.

While they – as do many of us – become
discouraged with the slow pace of the
final earthly disposition of this case in the
criminal justice system, she held out the
hope that justice for the tragic death of
her son will ultimately prevail.

Officer Dee Wilker retired in 1999 and Officer
Tory Tyrell worked in Narcotics. Sergeant Terry
Ross retired in 1993 and served as a justice
of the peace in Fayette County. Firearms
Examiner Charlie Anderson retired in 1998
and Fingerprint Examiner Chuck Sheldon
retired in 2005. Officer M. R. Edwards stayed
in Central Patrol and Sergeant Eddie Day
later made lieutenant and was assigned to
Burglary and Theft.

In 2007, Mr. and Mrs. Howard still resided
in Houston, with Mrs. Howard no longer
working outside the home but baby-sitting
for three great-grandchildren. Sister Sheila
Agee and her husband were the parents
of Michael Jerrod Agee, twenty-nine,
now a Houston Police Officer assigned to
the Jail Division. Their daughter is Ashlie
Renee Agee, nineteen, a graduate of SFA
University. Sister Alvonda Howard resides
in Austin, employed by IBM. The officer’s
half-brother Eugene and half-sister Virginia
both resided in the Houston area.

When Homicide Sergeant Ted Bloyd made
the scene investigation that night at
4330 Richmond, while taking his notes he
observed that Officer Elston Howard wore
Badge No. 2818. It took him only an instant
to realize that this was the HPD badge
number assigned to him during his six years
as a patrol officer from 1975 to 1981 before
becoming a Homicide detective.
While this investigation progressed rapidly
with some very important (and lucky) breaks
along the way, an investigation of this type
demanded a tremendous amount of detail
in preparing a case that would withstand
the rigorous defense put forth in a capital
murder case. This was an outstanding piece
of work, especially considering the number of
Homicide and Robbery investigators involved
in coordinating it and working for one
common goal – identifying and convicting
the persons responsible for the murder of one
of their own, one of Houston’s finest.
Officer Sistrunk worked Vice for several
years following this offense, and in 2002,
was assigned to the dayshift of the Special
Operations Division.
After the death of their youngest child, Mr.
and Mrs. Howard, as well as Elston’s two
sisters, half-brother and half-sister, nieces and
nephews, aunts and uncles, had to go on with
their lives. Mrs. Era Mae Howard confirmed
that her statement that she and her family
could not have endured this tragedy without
their Christian faith.

Officer Howard’s daughter, Tyesha Howard,
will be graduating from SFA this year. Her
mother kept her close to the Howard family
through the years since Elston Howard was
killed. In addition, Officer Howard had three
aunts and five uncles and their families who
also were survivors of this tragedy. The only
update to this family available at this time is in
2012, Officer Michael Agee is assigned to the
South Central Patrol Station.
The original marker for Officer Howard
consisted of an upright monument which
read:
HOWARD, OFFICER ELSTON MORRIS
Sept. 18, 1963-July 20, 1988
AN INSPIRATION TO ALL WHO KNEW HIM
(ALSO BADGE #2818 AND A CITY OF HOUSTON
LOGO
A 100 club DEATH IN THE LINE OF DUTY marker
has also been placed to honor his memory
and the manner in which he met his death.
UPDATE: It is been thirty years since Officer
Elston Howard was shot to death. His killer
was sentenced to be executed and that later
he was granted a new trial. It is unsure what
became of that new trial but in checking with
TDCJ, Robert Jennings is still on Death Row
with no execution date scheduled. Thirty
long years for the Howard family! JUSTICE
DELAYED IS DEFINITELY JUSTICE DENIED.
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FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • DOUG BOSTOCK • RAY SMITH

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance.

May 2018
Wiley Douglass: (5-4-18 nf) Jean reports
that Wiley was admitted to North Cypress
Hospital, 21214 Hwy 290 for stomach
issues and a touch of Pneumonia. Still
doing tests and exams to determine
treatment path. UPDATE: (5-7-18nf) M.D.
Beale reports that Wiley was released
from the hospital Saturday and is now at
home where he continues to recover. This
is evidence that our prayers are working
so continue to keep Wiley and Jean in
your daily prayers. (5-24-18 nf) Wiley was
admitted to North Cypress hospital, 290 &
Huffmeister on Wed, 5-23-18 for intestinal/
gastric issues. Wife, Jean, reported today
that Wiley underwent a procedure this
morning, was in recovery doing well and
was expected to remain in hospital for a
day or two. Continue in prayer for J.Wiley.
(5-25-18 nf) Wiley was released from
the hospital and is now back at home
recovering. Continue to keep Wiley in
your daily prayers.
Jimmie Dotson: (5-7-18 nf) Jimmie is at
home recovering from recent back
surgery and an earlier out patient surgery.
He is mending well and hopes for a full
recovery. Keep Jimmie in your daily
prayers.
Ernie Mireles: (5-11-18 nf) Dee Leal reports
that Ernie underwent heart surgery at St.
Lukes, Med Center earlier this week and is
recovering. Lift up your prayers for Ernie.

Fran Montgomery: (5-11-18 nf) Mother
of Chaplain Monty Montgomery is
recovering at the Chaplain’s home after
surgery and a battle with life threatening
Sepsis. We invite all to pray for her
improvement and full recovery. Pray also
for her caregivers providing in home care.
Carrol Lynn: (5-11-18 nf) Doug Bostock
visited with Carrol on 5-10-18 and reports
that he has a number of ailments that
come with old age. Carrol is weak and
with exceptions is mostly confined to a
wheel chair finding it very difficult to exit
and enter a vehicle. Keep Carrol in your
daily prayers.
Jim Hudson: (5-11-18 nf) We visited
with Jim by phone this afternoon and
he is at home recovering with physical
therapy twice a week. Still having trouble
walking with knees a problem. He has an
appointment with orthopedic on 5-22 for
diagnosis. Lift our prayers for Jim for more
mobility.
Jerry Cormier:(5-12-18 nf) E.J. Smith reports
that he received a call from Jerry this
afternoon who had underwent surgery
on 5-9-18 for removal of a portion of his
esophagus and repaired it by pulling his
stomach up in some fashion. Jerry is in ICU
and will be there until Monday if all goes
well & then moved to a patient room.
Give thanks to God for successful surgery
and continue to pray often for his full
recovery. Update (5-28-18 nf) E. J. Smith
reports that Jerry was released from the
hospital and is now at home recovering
from surgery.

He is able to walk some and regaining his
strength knowing he has a long way to go
to full recovery. Keep Jerry in your daily
prayers.
Jon Barnes: (5-18-18 nf) Jon Barnes, a
recently retired officer, was shot and
wounded this morning at Santa Fe High
School. He was wounded in the arm and
lost a lot of blood. He is now in an area
hospital in critical but stable condition.
Jon recently retired out of Juvenile Sex
Crimes and was employed by Santa Fe
I.S.D. We lift up our prayers for Jon and his
family and the families of all those shot
and wounded this AM.
William “Bill” Spaulding: (5-26-18 nf) We
visited with Bill’s wife, Margaret, today
and she reports that they are back in
their home after Harvey flood but Bill is
now in “in home hospice care” and has
memory loss. Not able to take any phone
calls. Pray for Bill and his 24/7 caregiver,
Margaret as they struggle through these
difficult times. NOTE: William passed away
on May 31, 2018. Prayers for his family,
Daniel “D.B.” Ramsey:( 5-25-18 nf) Ruth
Massey reports that D.B. is an ICU patient
at St. Lukes, Med Center recovering from
triple bypass surgery. He was admitted
there last week and underwent double
knee replacement surgery and during
his recovery they discovered arterial
blockage that required immediate
surgery also. He appears to be recovering
well but has a long ways to go. Keep D.B.
in your daily prayers.

Continues on Page 30
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DEATHS DURING THE MONTH
OF MAY 2018

Randy Dodd, May 6, 2018
Arthur Loukas (Member), May 10, 2018
Charles A. Lawrence, May 15, 2018
John P. Murdock Jr., May 17, 2018
William Joseph Spaulding Jr. (Member),
May 31, 2018

“May your faith be greater than your fear”

June 2018
Jess Garza: (6-3-18 nf) Dee Leal reports
that Retired Sgt. Jess Garza is in a west
Houston hospital where they plan to
remove life support on Monday, 6-4-18.
On that day he passed away. After his
HPD retirement Sgt. Garza was employed
by the Harris Co. Sheriff’s office. Lift
prayers for Jess, his family & loved ones
throughout the coming days.
Charles “Chuck” Smith:(6-3-18 nf) Wilford
Kimble reports that last Tuesday, Chuck
underwent successful hip replacement
surgery at Nix Hospital in San Antonio.
He was scheduled to released Saturday
but suffered a heart attack Friday. He is
now in critical but stable condition and
undergoing scans and test for evaluation.
(6-9-18) Wilford Kimble reports that Chuck
is on a respirator and doctors are unable
to determine the damage to his heart
due to his weakened condition. Chuck
passed away on June 12. Please keep
Dot and his family in your prayers.
Dennis Wiggins (6-3-2018) Dennis wanted
to let us know that he had double knee
replacement surgery on Thursday 5-1718, at St. Luke’s, and he was in-patient
therapy until June 25. He was having
to learn to walk all over again is was so
much fun!!

Anyway, they told him the surgery was
a success and now it’s just a matter of
rehabilitation therapy. He just wanted
thank his friends. We join with Dennis
praying for a speedy recovery.
Ernie Mireles (06-05-2018rh) At last months
meeting, Dee Leal announced that Ernest
“Ernie” Mireles (who makes almost every
HPROA meeting) had undergone heart
surgery at St. Lukes Hospital.
Anthony
Kivela reported he called him today and
Ernie advised him that the first of May he
was in the hospital for angioplasty, but
while undergoing the procedure doctors
determined he needed a triple bypass.
After surgery and in recovery, he suffered a
minor stroke. He is now resting at home and
can receive phone calls. His number is (713)
545-4069. Let’s keep Ernie in our prayers
and wish him a speedy and full recovery.
UPDATE: (6-14-18) Ernie was attended our
monthly meeting and appeared to be
doing well. Prayers are answered.
Lisa Kennedy: (6-7-2018 rh) We contacted
Chuck Kennedy for an update on his
wife Lisa. We previously reported that
Lisa was diagnosed with stage 3 ovarian
cancer and had undergone a complete
hysterectomy. She has been undergoing
chemo therapy will do so for a total of 18
weeks. She has had several treatments
delayed due to having a low white cell
blood count. A fund raiser in support of
Lisa is planned by her friends on June 10,
2018, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Field Store
Community Center, F.M. 362 @ F.M. 1488,
Waller, Tx 77484. There will be BBQ, baked
goods, raffle items, a silent auction, t-shirts
for sale, and much more. UPDATE: (629-18) We checked with Chuck and he
reported Lisa was doing much better. He
said they have her white cell count up
within range and she will now be able to
resume chemo therapy. He also reported
the fund raiser for Lisa was a great success,
raising approximately $30,000. He wanted
to thank all their support and prayers.
Jim Hudson: (6-9-18 nf) We visited with
Jim by phone and he is excited to begin
aqua therapy 2-3 days a week.

This will get him out of the house and
allow him to regain some strength lost
during his long hospitalization period
and in home recovery. He is able to walk
a few steps with the aid of a walker but
still very weak and relies mostly on wheel
chair to get around. Continue to keep
Jim in your daily prayers.
Shirley Wood: (6-12-18 nf) Sue Gaines
reports that Shirley fell on 3-5-18 and broke
her hip. She underwent surgery to repair
hip and was in the hospital for about a
month and then in rehab. Shirley is 93 or
94 YOA and is now using a walker or a
wheelchair. She is living with her son and
daughter in law who said Shirley is weajl,
not eating well and uses her wheelchair
most of the time. Shirley’s phone number
is 281-376-2787. Give her a call and pray
that she might be strengthened and for
her full recovery.
Sue Turbeville: (6-20-18 nf) Sue was
admitted to Willowbrook Methodist
hospital this evening with heart and
kidney issues with more testing tomorrow.
She is resting this evening in Room 6464,
phone # 281-737-6464. Lift up your prayers
for Sue & Forrest. On 6-23 Forrest reported
that Sue is getting better with her heart
and kidney issues improving. She is able
to walk some with aid. They anticipate
her being released from hospital Mon or
Tues. Medical staff are looking at rehab
options upon release. On 6-27 Sue was
released from the hospital and is now
recovering at home. Sue is still very
weak and Forrest reports that she will
begin therapy at home as soon as they
show up. Keep Sue in your prayers
DEATHS DURING THE MONTH
OF JUNE 2018
Walton N. “Pokey” Miller (Member),
6-1-2018
Jesus R. Garza, 6-4-2018
Charles E. Smith (Member), 6-12-2018
Norberto Ramon, 6-15-2018
Phil Camus (Member), 6-28-2018
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WE REMEMBER

IN MEMORIUM
WITH PRIDE

AUGUST
1,
2,
3,
4,
4,
4,
5,
5,
5,
6,
6,
6,
7,
7,
8,
8,

2011
2016
2005
2002
2013
2015
2004
2011
1998
2002
2004
2016
1994
2012
2002
2003

Milton Gideon			
Wilfred Navarro, Jr.
George E. Cones
George D. Williams
Allen R. Rogers		
Donald Ray Morton
Jimmie Farrrar		
James Chism
James W. Peacock
David Barnett
Jimmie Bob Farrar
James L. Davis
Leo R.P. Pierpont 			
Ray Krampota
Bennett G. Denham
Louis H. Martin

8, 2003
8, 2007
9, 2002
9, 2017
10, 2015
11, 2008
11, 2010
12, 1996
12, 2008
12, 2016
12, 2016
14, 2005
14, 2016
15, 2014
16, 2010
16, 2017
17, 2001

Jack Betz
Ronnie Noskrent
Humberto E. Moreno
Larry H. Williams
Edward A. Thomas
Velia Ortega		
J. O. Brannon			
William B. Chancey		
Harold E. Evans			
Patsy A. Richard			
Jerrial L. Crutcher		
Michael A. Lima
James S. Coley
Wilbert Eickenhorst
Hansford G. Whitaker		
Sherman J. Hicks, Sr.
Stuart R. Sikes

18,
20,
21,
22,
22,
23,
25,
25,
27,
27,
28,
28,
29,
29,
29,
29,

11,
11,
13,
14,
14,
15,
16,
17,
19,
20,
21,
21,
21,
21,
22,
22,

Billy Byron Black
Morris L. Quast, Sr.			
Rafael L. Gonzales		
Emmett R. Williams		
Raymond Dickel		
Gerald D. Peyton 			
James O. Norris			
August “Gus” J. Hruzak		
Donald J. McWilliams		
Gerry “Spider” Fincher		
Ira W. “Bubba” Holmes 		
Rodney Adam Johnson		
Stanley D. Plaster			
Marvin R. Ellison			
Carroll Dale Mitchell 		
Raymond E. Abel Jr.

22, 2008
22, 2012
23, 2005
23, 2008
24, 2008
25, 2010
26, 2010
27, 1983
27, 2009
27. 2010
28, 2004
28, 2005
28, 2006
29, 2005
29, 2016
30, 2002

2010
2008
2005
1982
2011
2004
2012
2017
2008
2017
2007
2008
1991
2011
2013
2017

Harold E. Sharp
Robert L. Starbuck
Paul F. Bruce
Carroll Homer Wright
Johnny Neely
Jack S. Qualls
Ray Houston Ross			
Brian T. Surginer
Ellis P. Sammons			
James N. Flagg			
Allen Cooley			
Theophilus Austin, Jr.
L.D. Morrison Jr.
Andrew Geffert		
Jack D. Lee			
Steve A. Perez

SEPTEMBER
1, 2007
William L. Pardue			
2, 2010
Royce R. Sillavan			
2, 2015
Arden W. Lynch			
3, 2008
Carvel Lee McNeil, Jr.		
4, 1989
Lee Wayne Redden		
4, 2016
Sheryl L. Wright			
5, 2016
Edward Holiday			
6, 2010
Mark E. Meaney			
7, 2008
Andrew Stephen Reiser		
8, 1998
Jim D. Tucker			
8, 2003
Louis H. Martin			
8, 2017
Bonnie Montero
9, 1998
J.D. “Jim” Tucker 			
9, 2004
Bruce Wayne Oliver 		
10, 2013
John S. Adamson, III		
11, 2006
Roy B. Chandler			
		

2009
2011
2014
1994
2011
2004
1995
2011
2016
2015
2001
2006
2011
2012
2001
2005

Charles D. Cone
Tommy Baber			
Jimmy Ray Davis 			
Andrew L. Kelly			
Carl A. Dickson			
Gary T. Crawford			
Vonda J. Higgins			
David Charles Francis
Franklin Y. Paul			
Thomas C. Pickens, Jr.		
William L. (Bill) Bryson
Lilly Stephenson
Jimmy K. McGill			
Raymond E. Abel, Jr.		
Milton Wayne Wilson		
A.T. Cook
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HPD Press Release #14
October, 1976

Homicide Detectives J. D. Tucker, M. F. Kardatzke,
T. E. Baker, J. W. Clampitte, J. W. Carpenter,
Terry Pierce, D. L. Collier, C. L. Stephenson, J. L.
Hall, D. B. Massey, T. M. Ladd, D. S. Preece, J. R.
Thornton, J. A. Pierce, R. L. Rowell, J. L. White,
and H. R. Trimble are being honored for having
demonstrated outstanding investigative skill and
dedication in the apprehension and arrest of the
actor suspected as being the “Beer Belly Rapist”,
bringing to a tumultuous end to twenty-four (24)
cases of rape and sexual abuse. Chief Bond said,
“The team of seventeen Detectives completely
disregarded their personal and private time until
this case was brought to a conclusion. This spirit of
dedication, cooperation and hard work practiced
by this Homicide team should be a model for all
investigative teams.”

I

Houston Police Chief B. G. “Pappy Bond will honor
seventeen (17) Detectives with the Chief of Police
Commendation Award in his office at 10:00 a.m.
on October 7, 1976.

S
’
T

NE

R
E
V

A R LY !
E
O
TO

Editor’s Note: John M. Donovan withstood much
humor at his expense during this investigation. At
the end, he bravely served as a fill-in at the suspect’s
line-up. John should have also been commended,
but was not. May he and Tucker, Carpenter, Collier
and Stephenson all REST IN PEACE.

See us online at

www. hpdr et ir ed.c om

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

Prepare your family for their financial future
by signing them up for membership today.

713.986.0200 • 800.927.8707 • HPCU.coop

