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The Origin of the Houston Police Department
Dive Team
In the February-March issue of the
Retired Badge, as a filler, I ran a
Houston Chronicle story from 1956
which described a Brazos River bridge
collapse near Hempstead, Texas, west
of Houston. The story caught my eye
as it mentioned three HPD Officers
who were in some manner connected
with the dive and recovery operation.
Those were Earl Maughmer (later a
Captain), Ray Goodnight (later a
Lieutenant), and Jimmy Jones (later a
Homicide and B&T Detective).

They worked well together on the
streets and during their patrol car
conversations, realized that each
had an interest in scuba diving.

Retired HPD Captain Ken DeFoor, a
former B&T partner of Jones, contacted
me regarding this article. He made
note of what he felt were discrepancies
in the diving method used by these
HPD Officers. I had not researched
the Chronicle article to any extent and
later discovered that Captain DeFoor
was correct in his comments.

As their training progressed, they
began to think about how to form
a Departmental diving team. It is
unknown as to whether they had any
supervisory support for this radical idea
(at the time, I’m sure) but as Patrolmen,
they were able to send a letter of
request up the Chain of Command.

Our conversation on this subject led
to my learning of the origin of today’s
HPD Dive Team. Let us now return to
the era of HPD in 1962-1963:
In the early 1960’s, there were two
young Police Officers who rode
together on the night shift in the Third
Ward area. Ken T. Defoor, who joined
HPD in Class #18 in 1958, was a regular
partner of Jack E. Collins, who had
joined HPD in Class #20 in 1959.

These were the days of the television
show “Sea Hunt”, starring Lloyd
Bridges as Mike Nelson. This show ran
from 1958-1961 and was very popular
among law enforcement and diving
enthusiasts. Ken and Jack purchased
scuba diving equipment on their own
and learned how to dive safely.

Through their training and word-ofmouth about their aspirations, three
other HPD Officers came forward
and volunteered to be a part of
their activities.
They were James
C. Ashby, Class #13, 1956, a Traffic
and Solo Motorcycle Officer; Fred
E. Berner, Class #22, 1959, then a
Juvenile Officer; and Richard Helton,
a Police Dispatcher. And as a result
of the request made by DeFoor and
Collins, somewhat miraculously, the
following Official Notice was issued
Departmental wide:

TO: ALL POLICE PERSONNEL
January 22, 1963
“The Police Department is fortunate
in having members of its personnel
who are professional divers who have
volunteered their time to form an
Underwater Search and Recovery
Team. A few occasions arise from
time to time where their services will
be most helpful in the recovery of
certain evidence thrown into streams
and bayous and the possible recovery
of drowned bodies.
If the need should arise for such
services, you will inform the Captain
or Lieutenant in charge of the Patrol
office and will contact and dispatch
members of this team to the scene.
The team is presently constituted of
the following Officers: Ken T. DeFoorPatrol III, Jack E. Collins-Patrol III,
Richard Helton-Dispatcher III, James
C. Ashby-Traffic II, and Fred E. BernerJuvenile Division.
Issued and signed by C.L. Shruptrine,
Chief of Police

Continues on Page 5
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ANTHONY KIVELA

WEBSITE CHANGES:
The HPROA Board recently conducted
a Web Manager search and selection
process, after Jim Ashby, our former
Webmaster decided to retire. In addition
to being Webmaster, the job duties have
been expanded to include upgrading
the
association’s
databases
and
processes. Mike Gee was selected as the
Web Manager and we welcome him onboard. Mike has decades of experience
with managing websites, as well as
building databases from the ground
up. The website will go through some
modernization and upgrading since our
hosting company indicated that they are
not supporting the current format. Please
be patient with Mike as he rolls out the
new website, because as with anything
new, there will be a learning curve for the
users. He has indicated that he wants
to make the transition as seamless as
possible. In addition to the new format,
we can look forward to a more unique
user/password secure log-on process that
allows for immediate member-entered
updates, business and trade referrals for
member owned or operated businesses,
employment opportunities, and much
more. Perhaps Mike will write a short
future article about what technology
plans he has in store for the HPROA…
SOCIAL MEDIA
The last thing that I want to do is lecture
to First Amendment advocating grumpy
retirees (yes, I’m one of those) that we
have to watch what we post on social
media. While active employees, we
were constantly reminded that we had
limits to what we could express without
being in violation of the “Criticism of
the Department” G.O.
Just a casual
reminder, for those on Phase Down
Option “A” or “B”, you are still classified
as an active officer and those G.O.’s
are hanging over your head – and your
permanent status as a retiree can be
negatively impacted by an “other than
Honorable” retirement classification for
what the department considers a rulebreaking social media post.

For the remainder of us, there is a vast gray
area. Once retired, some retirees want to
make up for being the “silenced majority”
by becoming keyboard warriors.
Recently false rumors were flying around
that retirees could be subjected to quasidiscipline by having their Honorable status
revoked if they criticized the department
or made racial statements. We obtained
a legal opinion from the TMPA that strongly
asserted that once TCOLE awards an
Honorable status, it can’t be taken away
retroactively. Our good friends at the
HPOU confirmed the opinion.
Bob Barnard and I also had a personal
meeting with the Chief of Police because
there were other rumors being blasted out
that retirees could be subjected to having
their HPD ID cards taken away as a result
of what the department considered badjudgement social media posts. As this
paper goes to press, discussions are still ongoing and another meeting with the Chief
is planned. The TMPA’s legal interruption
of the Texas Government Code is very
specific, and is that a department “Shall”
issue an Honorably retired police officer an
official ID card. But, the Texas Government
Code also relates that a Chief of Police
“May” by his signature attest that a retired
officer who is “physically & emotionally
fit” can receive the State and Federal
certification to carry a weapon. Retirees
who post racial social media rants, or rants
critical of HPD, “may” in the Chief’s mind
not be “emotionally” fit to carry a weapon.
There is no definition for this term and the
State Legislature has left it up to the Chief
alone, with no appeal process mentioned.
“If” a retiree is stripped of the right to carry
by the Chief, there is still an option for the
retiree to obtain the public Texas License
to Carry. Again, we continue to work
toward a resolution on this.
Abraham Lincoln’s recommendation to
only post on social media what you would
feel comfortable seeing on your church’s
bulletin board with you name as the author
is pretty solid advice.

Anthony Kivela, Executive Director

The HPROA would add that the policing
profession is experiencing a crushing move
towards defunding. What someone posts
can be always used against everybody,
active or retired, at City Hall or at the
State Legislature. The recommendation
to simply employ common sense when
posting on social media is the best advice
that we can offer.
WHY SHOULD YOU BE AN HPROA MEMBER?
Many officers smugly maintain that they
don’t miss the department and its politics,
but they might sheepishly admit that they
DO MISS their HPD friends and socializing
with co-workers. The HPROA is one way
to combine the best of both of these
worlds – to the extent that you wish. There
is a necessity in keeping up with certain
HPD protocols (firearms qualification
requirements if you carry and want the
State & Federal Certification, HPD ID card
renewal protocol, city insurance changes
[medical, dental, vision, and life], City
Medicare retiree supplement updates,
etc.) and the HPROA provides a means to
that end by providing timely and frequent
updates in HPD’s ever- changing world.

Continues on Page 6
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A Message from Bob Barnard, President HPROA

Covid-19 has upset all of our
personal family lives, many of our
business meetings were cancelled,
board meetings were held by teleconference, etc. We constantly
strive to stay in touch with City
Council members, insurance and
Medicare contacts for the city, and
our friends and foes in the legislature,
which by the way, begins in Austin in
January of next year. Speaking of our
insurance, we are keeping a close
watch on what the city will propose
for changes in the near future that
could raise our rates. Our executive
director has the ear of people at city
hall that make recommendations
with input from our organization.
Bob Barnard, President

What a year it has been since I
became President! Steve Rayne, our
past-president, must have foreseen
the future when he decided not to
run again in 2019. In 2018, Bill Elkin
announced that he was going to
retire from his position as executive
director, and Anthony Kivela, who
happened to be on the board for
two years, was then the unanimous
choice to replace him. After serving
on our Board of Directors for many
terms, I decided to run for president
in 2019 and was elected.
Shelly
Scheibe joined the Board to fill my
old position #5, and she has been
a good addition to our board. Fast
forward to 2020, and two additional
new board members will be elected
at about the time this goes to press
and the board will have a new face,
with new challenges. I’ll discuss that
later in detail in this article.
To our great members all over Texas,
and the United States, I would like to
say thank you for helping the board
and me to achieve some remarkable
accomplishments during this past
trying year.

In August, E.J. Smith (Election
Committee Chairman) and his
group will tally the votes for our
election and present the results to
our membership and board. We
will have two new first-time board
members. The two positions opened
up when Jim Ashby, and Roy Mc
Donald decided not to run again.
Jim, as you know was a long-time
board member, as well as serving for
twenty years as our webmaster. Jim
will be stepping away from his duties
as webmaster, and will be replaced
by Mike Gee. Mike was selected
over other candidates and has the
experience and qualifications that
we were seeking for the present
and for the future. Mike also handles
our new sound system, as well as
production of videos that we will
utilize at meetings, and for videos
we will make and show at various
functions in the community. A goal
of mine is to be involved with the
community thru associate members,
and have a video to show what
we do for our members (family
assistance, funerals, volunteering,
soliciting ads for our paper etc.).

If you have attended our membership
meetings, you have heard me always
encourage members to learn more
about how the board operates, and
to run for a board position. I’ve done
this because new perspectives and
the newer retirees’ energy are always
good for an organization like ours. It’s
necessary for all of us to continue to
recruit new members in order to stay
abreast in our ever-changing world.
Since we have been posting on the
“Retired Houston Police Officers”
Facebook Group, we added 32 new
members in this past month alone.
PAC REPORT
As you may know I am the PAC
chairman. The legislature will start
in January of 2021 and Anthony,
Bill, and I will be attending. It should
be interesting to say the least, as
we possibly might have a new U.
S. President, or if not, a returning
President. The dynamics are always
greater after a major election during
the legislature. We feel strong in our
position due to a coalition with TMPA,
HPOU and all the major city political
organizations which come together to
support a common goal. I would like to
thank all our members for supporting
PAC, because at the Legislature and
at City Council, friendship counts, but
contributions open more doors and
gives us standing and influence.
In closing please remember the
lifeblood of our organization requires
that all of us have the job of recruiting
new members to keep the HPROA
strong. Be safe, wear your mask, stay
healthy, and thanks to our Father for
all of our abundant blessings.

Bob Barnard
President
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For Members and Their Families
What would happen to
your retirement savings
if you needed long term
care???

For more
call:
Garland Cole
M.D. Beale

information,
512.327.3456
713.419.7455

7 out of 10 –
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are
likely to need long term care services. ¹
Long Term Care Pays –
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home,
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)

Address Change

Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve
you if we know where you are.

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252.
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
Houston Police Retired Officers Association
P.O. Box 130787 • Houston, Texas 77219
713-802-2967 • Toll Free 1-866-856-7252
www.hpdretired.com

Executive Officers
President
Bob Barnard

Executive Director
Anthony Kivela

1st Vice President
Matthew Potell

2nd Vice President
Medwin Beale

Treasurer
Ed Aldridge

Secretary
Sue Gaines

Parliamentarian
Bill Elkin

Sergeant-At-Arms
Robert L. Crane

Attorney at Law

Executive Board
of Director
Jim Ashby
Roy McDonald
Jim St. John
Shelly Scheibe
Steven Toth
Fred Walschburger
Nelson Zoch

JAN RICH

Past President
Steve Rayne
Office Secretary
Cathy Buckles
Retired Badge Editor
Nelson Zoch
Webmaster
Jim Ashby

Personal Injury
Probate & Wills
Estate Planning
1533 W. Alabama, Suite
100, Houston, TX 77006

832-654-0718

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION
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Continues from Page 1
On February 10, 1963, the Houston Chronicle ran an article
and a photo of the new Scuba Squad as they referred to
it. The headline read “Police ‘Scuba Squad’ Divers Dig Up
Underwater Evidence”. The article went on to mention
pistols, safes, stolen license plates that were thrown into
the bayous around Houston would now have a chance
of recovery by the Scuba Squad.
From left to right below: Fred Berner, Jim Ashby, Jack
Collins, Ken DeFoor and Richard Helton.
In true HPD fashion, Chief Shruptrine went on to add in the
article “They’re strictly volunteers. Their duties as divers will
be in addition to their other duties. And, they’ll furnish their
own gear and work without pay. This is regrettable but I’m
proud of these men and pleased to have the volunteer
squad. Good divers are expensive and we’ve needed
our own for some time. In the past, we had to resort to
professional divers at tremendous expense to recover
evidence in criminal cases”.
While the Chief did not mention liability for the City of
Houston should a diver become ill or become injured or
even die from an illness contracted while diving, it was
understood among the five divers that they would likely
be on their own here. Looking back now on the contents
of the Chief’s memo, it would seem that if something
bad like that would have happened, the Department
would have been held liable. But, even without any such
assurance, the five volunteers went forward with their idea
and dream.

These were the days of dual hose regulators, no bouncy
compensators and wet suits that easily tore on the many
sharp underwater obstructions. Normally, a couple of
days after a dive, one or more members of the dive team
would come down with a low-grade fever from the bayou
waters which were little more than open sewers at the
time. To demonstrate how polluted these waters were, a
Game Warden demonstrated how a live minnow would
fare in a bowl of bayou water. Within several hours, there
remained only a skeleton in the bowl.

As of February 10, 1963, the Dive Team was now an
operational unit within the Houston Police Department
whose objective was the recovery of stolen property,
murder weapons as well as victims who had drowned in
the bayous and also in city-owned Lake Houston.

While the support of the Chief’s bulletin was a boost for
the group, Departmental equipment was scarce. The
Department finally provided for the Dive Team unit a used
military truck and a local boat dealer gave them two
aluminum boats. Officer Ron Hickman came on board
at some point as a statistician and did a tremendous job
of logging the man-hours expended as well a record of
property and weapons discovered by the team. These
statistics were vital in documenting the necessity of the unit.

In a very short time thereafter, Homicide Detective Jimmy
Jones contacted the dive team to attempt to recover
a murder weapon which had been thrown into Buffalo
Bayou from one of the bridges near the Houston ship
channel. Jones had the act of throwing the weapon into
the bayou reconstructed by the cooperative suspect
and after doing so, DeFoor and Collins and crew decided
to attempt the recovery of this all-important piece of
evidence. On the first outing of the team, after nine hours
of searching the filthy, muddy and contaminated waters
of Buffalo Bayou, the .38 caliber revolver was recovered.
This was the first of many such recoveries.
Once again, in true HPD fashion, the dive team members had
to use their own equipment and were “dragging the sack”
for free air from a dive shop in the Village Shopping Center.

The Scuba squad continued to function for a number
of years. Both DeFoor (B&T and Homicide) and Collins
(Robbery and Forgery) promoted to Detective shortly
thereafter, but continued to serve as divers. Defoor
later promoted to Lieutenant and Captain while Collins
promoted to Lieutenant. Ashby continued to serve in the
Traffic Bureau and Berner promoted to Detective in the
Robbery Division. Helton left the department.

Continues on Page 6
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Continues from Page 5
Defoor retired in 1984 and in doing
so, he recalls the Dive Team was left
under the supervision of the Special
Operations Division. In speaking with
Retired Lieutenant Ron Headley, he
verified to me that this unit was under
the supervision of the Day Shift Special
Operations Lieutenant in the 1980’s.
There were many and varied new
members of that unit through the years
and the viability of this unit continued
through the many years following.
HPD Dive team today in 2020:
The Dive Team today remains under
the organization structure of Tactical
Operations, which also includes SWAT,
Mounted Patrol, K-9, and several
smaller units. The Dive Team today
consists of seven full-time Officers-one
Lieutenant (Justin Case Wood, a former
Homicide CSU Officer)-one Sergeant
(Ed Godwin), and five Police Officers.

There
are
also
fourteen
fully
trained divers assigned to various
Departmental units who are called
in to support the full-time Officers on
various search and rescue operations.
All are fully-trained and Certified
Public Safety Divers and many hold
a variety of other Certifications in
diving and rescue.
The Unit is now equipped with six
Zodiac inflatable rafts and two “John
Boats” in lengths of eighteen to
twenty-one feet. Also in the plans
are a thirty-two-foot dive boat which
is being constructed and has been
fully funded through grants which
have also been used for most of the
modern equipment utilized by this
unit. This is quite an operation today
in stark comparison to the origins of
this Departmental Unit.

This unit is now housed near Highway
290 and the Beltway which is ironically
nowhere near any major body of
water. HPD tradition goes on. While
this unit previously was required to fill
their air tanks at HFD stations, they
now also have their own compressors.
In summary, the HPD Dive Team has
come a long way. Thanks to the
innovative thinking of DeFoor and
Collins as well as the volunteerism of
Jim and Fred, this unit continues to
perform a vital function for HPD.
Hats off to Ken, Jack, Jim, and Fred!

Nelson J. Zoch
July 14, 2020

Continues from Page 2
Moreover, HPD retirees can’t discount
or deny that there are some of us who
long for their old work connections, in
order to occasionally socially relate with
those who have experienced some of
the same stressors and experiences. For
those who realize the healthiness in doing
this, the HPROA volunteers work to make
that happen through periodic social
events throughout the year (thanks to the
Entertainment Committee: Matt & Rosalie
Potell), the providing of free medical
equipment with HPROA volunteers
delivering at no cost (hospital beds,
automatic recliner chair lifts, wheelchairs,
rollators, and so on…thanks to the
Family Assistance Committee), funeral
presentations that honor your service
(thanks again to the Family Assistance
Committee), and much more.
HOW ABOUT OUR SPOUSES?
HPOPS CONNECTION

…and THE

Finally, we can’t forget our spouses. May
God Bless them!

When an HPROA member passes away,
and as per our by-laws, the surviving
spouse’s membership transfers from the
retiree to the widow or widower, and that
transfer is to a full regular membership
with the right to vote in HPROA elections.
Why is this?
These surviving spouses “if” receiving a
benefit from HPOPS (meaning that they
weren’t “death-bed” brides, but were
married for more than five years) have
an interest in the retention of our pension
benefit. The HPROA Board of Directors and
I constantly stress to our members that the
retention of our earned pension benefit
is the primary goal of our association,
and many-many members work hard to
ensure that our earned pension benefit
doesn’t erode. We also recognize our
surviving spouses by honoring them at the
Surviving Spouses Luncheon, a really nice
posh event hosted by the Entertainment
Committee, which is held at a country
club.

We have to remember that those
spouses may not have faced HPD’s
internal stress, but oftentimes they
did face an HPD spouse’s controlling
behavior, while raising children by
themselves because their HPD spouse
was working nights, evenings, odd
days off, and holidays.
Finally, we thank the individuals who
serve as trustees on the HPOPS board,
as well as their Executive Director
Pat Franey, and his hard-working
staff-members. HPOPS updates are
frequently posted on our website.

Continues on Page 9
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The Family Assistance Committee Needs You!
Our association is rooted in our shared
careers as police officers. In these, the
latter days of our retirement, more than
ever, we need each other. The HPROA
Family Assistance Committee (FAC) looks
out for the well-being of our members
and their families. We try and keep all of
our members informed when there is a
member who is ill or declining in health.
We make phone calls and visits to our
ailing members and ask for prayers or
visits from old friends when requested.
We can also provide medical resources
when circumstance are such that one
of our members cannot obtain much
needed equipment.
Ultimately, the time comes for us all to pass
on. For those left behind, it is a time of
remembrance, but also a time of sadness.

Here too, the FAC steps up. The FAC is
present at all of our member’s funerals.
We are there to represent and honor
our lifelong association and to present a
certificate and plaque to the family. This
is one of the benefits that our members
receive that is never seen by them. I
have attended these funerals and I can
tell you that those in attendance really
appreciate the FAC presentation.
All of this work is done by volunteers.
Members give their time for the greater
good of all our members. Recently our
numbers have dwindled, as some of
our older volunteers have passed on. It
is time for the newly retired and younger
members to volunteer and follow the
shining example that our brothers
before us established.

We need volunteers who have
experience
with
public
speaking
and can represent the HPROA at our
member’s funerals. In addition we need
our younger retirees to help move or
deliver medical equipment, like hospital
beds, wheelchairs and walkers.
To volunteer, send an email to chavez.
henry@att.net and include your contact
information. We need your help, please
consider volunteering your time.

Thank you
Henry Chavez
FAC

Stuffed Up
Well, here I sit, head in hand, face
smeared with it (you know what),
wishing for the year 2021. It is now five
days since the annual celebratory
gathering of envelope stuffers for
the HPROA election. This year was
different with all the world’s problems,
the China flu, politics, uninformed
individuals attempting to destroy our
way of life then comes changes to
our election envelope stuffing.
First, contested races, the most ever
envelopes to stuff (our association
is growing due to the efforts of folks
like Roy McDonald), then we have
added materials to include in the
mailout and since we cannot have
a regular meeting due to the China
flu, we are operating with half the
personnel required.
During the
monthly meetings, volunteers always
step up to help.

Of course, we at HPD were accustomed
to working shorthanded so no big deal,
right? Wrong! The usual core group
of volunteers dug in and went to work.
Some arrived as early as 7a.m. As
work progressed, these high seniority
individuals who are first to volunteer
began to tire until work finally ceased
at around 1p.m. The volunteers had
also set up tables, chairs, disinfected
furniture, and readied the area for our
work and the Board of Directors’ work.
Finally, after removing all tables, chairs,
and closing down services, we said our
good byes and departed.
Saturday, after the Thursday meeting,
calls came in regarding missing items
in the envelopes, i.e., ballots, return
envelopes, etc. I can offer no excuse,
only an apology. As chair of the group,
I should have been more diligent. I
apologize and accept responsibility.

The rumor is that the Board will surely
appoint a different chair next year and
the name Sheetz, as in David Sheetz,
has surfaced. David served as licker on
this year’s committee. He said he had
experience at that job and with nearly
1900 envelopes to be licked, he was
perfect for the job.
Forrest Turbeville
supervised him. Anyway, Doug Hudson
and Tallboy Roger Dickson are cheering
David on to be the new chair.
By the way, Doug and Roger served as
envelope stuffers this year. (I wonder
about the missing envelope items.) So
there it is, folks, again I apologize for any
inconvenience and promise to try harder.
Till next time,
EJ
P.S. Thanks to Anthony Kivela and Cathy
Buckles for cleaning up my mess. Anthony
answered calls regarding the mailout and
Cathy sent out replacement items.
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HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

Call
Alan Helfman
4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801
RiverOaksChrysler.com

HELFMAN

DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

HELFMAN
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN

FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI

Houston’s #1
Volume Dealer!

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com
713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT

FIAT • MASERATI

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award

2012 • 2013 • 2014

713-533-6100
11819 Southwest
Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiat.com
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com
Open Mon - Sat

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.
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Continues from Page 6
IN CLOSING
My promise to the HPROA Board of
Directors when accepting this position
was to be as available as possible to
all of our members. If you hear rumors,
need information, or have positive -ornegative feedback…please feel free
to contact me as follows:

•On my cell phone - it is my only
phone number and the number is in
our HPROA membership and HPOPS
directories, or
•Email at hproa.exec.dir@att.net or,
•FaceBook or LinkedIn under my
name Anthony Kivela, Twitter @
AnthonyKivela, or

•FaceBook at the “Retired Houston
Police Officers” closed and vetted
group (send me an invite to join if
you’re not a member).
God Bless, thank you for your service,
and stay healthy and safe.
Anthony

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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HPROA Event Calender:
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July, August, and September 2020

DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS, ANY SCHEDULED EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION. HPROA MEETINGS FOR
APRIL 9, MAY 14, JUNE 11, & JULY 9 WERE CANCELLED. UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME ABOUT THE AUGUST MEETING.
Thursday, July 2, 2020
HPOU General Membership Meeting (Cancelled)

Thursday, August 6, 2020
HPOU General Membership Meeting.

Thursday, July 9, 2020
HPOPS Board Meeting (See Below)

Thursday, August 13, 2020
HPOPS Board Meeting. (See above)

NOTE FROM HPOPS: HPOPS COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE
HELD THE TUESDAY MORNING PRIOR TO THE THURSDAY
BOARD MEETING AND ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS. THE
HPOPS WEBSITE SHOULD BE CHECKED TO VERIFY EXACT
TIMES AND SCHEDULING.

Thursday, August 13, 2020
8:15am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, July 9, 2020
8:15am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
(Cancelled)

NOTE: AUGUST 13TH WOULD BE OUR YEARLY ELECTION
DAY LUNCH. IT IS UNCERTAIN AT THIS TIME AS TO WHETHER
THIS WILL BE HELD DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS. STAY
TUNED TO THE WEBSITE FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS.

RetiredBadge
THE

With Honor We Served . . .

With Pride We Remember

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

See us online at
w w w.h p d r e ti r e d . c o m
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The Shotgun Corner
By M. D. Beale, Jr.

The dog days of summer and COVID-19
at the same time. That’s as bad as
being at USMC Base 29 Palms for ADT,
worse in some ways. At least then you
knew the end date.
If this keeps up, I’ll be almost as good with
a .22 rifle as I was in high school. Would
be better if my eyes and nerves were
like they were then. It’s good relatively
inexpensive recreation.
Ordinarily at this time of year I’d be
through the shotgun events at the
Police Olympics and working on bird
season skills for dove, duck, and quail.
But the Police Olympics were cancelled
this year because of COVID except the
bass fishing tournament in August down
at Corpus Christi.
Now the annual September dove season
opening weekend soiree has been
cancelled for the usual group. Maybe,
by then, things will be better.
It’s the vagaries of the pandemic situation
that causes the unease, I suppose.

But, being outside in a pasture a hundred
yards or so apart shouldn’t create a
problem. Sharing a duck blind could be an
issue. Getting there might be a different
issue. We’ll see what we shall see.
Getting old sucks. I wouldn’t do it if
God just gave me a better alternative.
I’m thankful I took my vacations and
overtime and hunted the hard stuff all
those years, especially the bird hunting
with Malcolm and Rock, when I was
young and could really enjoy it. Now,
I’m limited to the easier activities. A
dove stool in an open field or a quail
guide with good dogs are pretty much
the only way to go now. I’m determined
to make that last as long as I can.
Just gotta hang in there till this stuff
smooths out. It’s not as bad as when
Kathy Whitmire was mayor. At least
we have our pension and COLA pay
raises. We survived that and we’ll
survive this mess.
I’ve got a lot of reading done and I’ve
pretty well run out of books, both fiction
and non-fiction, that I really enjoy. I’m
in the “re-reading” mode on some
authors and the search for new ones
is going so slow. The old masters last
because they ARE masters.

I’ve finally found a couple that actually
get the technical stuff about guns and
hunting, fishing and tackle correct.
Gerald Hammond’s character is a British
gunsmith and Keith McCafferty’s is an
American that likes fly fishing. Both tell
decent stories and C. J. Box does okay,
too. But - in no particular order - Ruark,
Hemmingway,
Buckingham,
Stout,
Hammitt, Chandler, Christie, James,
Marsh, Doyle, etc. – they aren’t – at
least not yet.
I hope that the heat will slacken enough
to comfortably get back out to the
shotgun range. The PSC pistol and rifle
range shooting points are covered so the
shade with a little breeze make shooting
there relatively comfortable. However,
trap, skeet, and 5 Stand shooting points
are necessarily open and 95 to 100+
temperatures down here make it a bit
too much for me now. A few years back
I’d handle it okay, but I don’t seem to
be able to anymore. Maybe I’m just
getting smarter.
Hope to see y’all at the meetings again
soon and at the range. Stay safe.

Writers/Contributors Wanted for
Retired Badge
Recently, I began reviewing old copies
of the Retired Badge which I had, for
some strange reason, kept during the
years. I was mainly looking for and then
copying some old articles to present to
several people who had contributed
greatly to the success and growth of the
newspaper since its inception. A short
newsletter developed into the Retired
Badge as we know it today. I believe the
August-September issue of 2000 was the
first newspaper as we know it today.

Retired Captain Leroy Zoch, who
organized the original newsletter for the
HPROA, is believed to have been the
first editor. Leroy served on the Retired
Committee of the old HPOA, along with
Carl Williams, R.D. Perry, Sandy Kline, and
several other Officers whose name I can’t
recall. He was later followed by Jack
Miller and then the current editor, Nelson
Zoch. The first paper was twelve pages
and went on occasion to sixteen pages
to twenty-four pages.

It is now and has been for some time
thirty-two pages.
Under the printing
format that has been utilized, it is always
in increments of four pages.
The primary reason for the paper being
thirty-two pages in length is the members
who have taken their time and used their
talents to provide information to their
fellow members in the form of articles.

Continues on Page 14
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Seeing Different Sides of a Memory
By T.F. Stern
My grandson wanted to look at
photographs that had been stored away
in some old albums. There were images
of my folks, their town house in Houston,
my children at various ages along with
pictures of my sister and more images of
various dogs and cats we’d learned to
love over the years.
While turning one of the pages in the album
there was a Houston Police Department
‘photo-op’ showing my old walking beat
partner, Donnie White and me receiving
a Police Chief’s Commendation. Lots
of memories came to the surface; but
interestingly, a line from Charles Dickens’
book, A Tale of Two Cities, jumped out first.
“It was the best of times, it was the worst
of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was
the age of foolishness…

”The department was going through
changes and had prioritized Community
Policing, a nice way of saying, No Policing;
the city wanted public relations at almost
any price. I was assigned a new partner
and we had little in common other than
we wore the same uniform. We were
given a walking beat; if memory serves,
it was about six city blocks. Somebody
working in our office had picked out a
location for us to park our patrol car and
even had special signs erected showing it
as ‘Reserved for Police’. It was up to us to
do something positive, create good will
among those within our assigned beat.
One of the first things my new partner
and I noticed was the location they’d
picked out to park our patrol car wasn’t
well thought out. That meant that if we
used the spot picked out, we’d have to
walk these prisoners two blocks to get to
our police car.
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We let our supervisors know that it would
be much safer for everyone if they’d
change the location and reserved a
parking spot right there next to Foley’s.
We went much further in our ‘suggestions’
as we made an in depth study of nearly
every aspect pertaining to traffic flow,
parking and safety issues within our six
block area.

Continues on Page 14

14

The Retired Badge August - September 2020 Edition

Continues from Page 12
This is being written not only from a
historical view, but to also present a need
for new writers/contributors to the paper.
There have been many in the past and a
few of those are listed below to jog your
memory. I have made an effort to page
through many of these old issues and while
I hope I haven’t missed anyone, there is
always that possibility. My apologies up
front if I did.
Where Are They Now -by Jack Collins. He
spoke about retired Officers and not only
what they did back then but also what
they are doing in their life at that time.

I Remember When -by Jack Miller. Jack
penned some interesting stories about
his HPD ecperiences, but also served
as Editor of this paper, a member of the
Board, and then four years as President
of our HPROA. Jack passed away in 2018.
180 is O.D - by Leroy Zoch where he
described some of his and partner R.B.
Mize’s capers riding night shift Radio Patrol
Unit #180 out of the Central Station in the
1950’s. In one story, he describes them
chasing some Louisiana bank hi-jackers
out the Eastex Freeway at a high-rate of
speed during which, with Mize driving,
Leroy shot out one of the crook’s tires.

Both Officers were commended by the
100 Club. Leroy enjoyed working and
organizing the original newsletter and
then continued with the Retired Badge.
He also wrote a number of stories on he
and Connie’s travels after retirement as
well as assisting Connie in her efforts in
geneology in order for her to became a
member of the Daughters of the American
Revolution. He also wrote about his
children and his seven granddaughters.
Leroy, a Retired Robbery Captain, passed
away in 2005.

Continues on Page 19

Continues from Page 13
We got the proprietors of the
businesses to review our suggestions
and had them submit their approval
on
letterhead
stationary
that
identified each business as being
positively included in our Community
Policing efforts. In short, our supervisors
considered our actions worthy of a
Chief of Police Commendation.
“It was the best of times…”
Not too long after being carried
through the streets of Houston on
our supervisor’s shoulders, lifted up
as heroes along with being handed
the keys to the city… wait; that never
happened…
A month or so later we noticed the
limousine used by the Lamar Hotel
was parked in the fire zone directly
in front of that hotel. We issued a
parking ticket and didn’t think much
about having done our duty. We
issued it a parking ticket almost every
day for about a week, that is until our
immediate supervisor approached us
asking that we ignore that particular
vehicle since they, our supervisors,
were having to void out the parking
tickets. The owner of the Lamar Hotel
was a member of the ‘good old boys
club’ and didn’t appreciate being
ticketed by some lowly patrol officers.

It’s difficult to explain my reaction
to their ‘request’; it simply took off
from there. The department called
it ‘insubordination’ and did their level
best to get my partner and I fired. I
ended up with a 40 day suspension,
without pay.
I suppose that was
warranted since I really did tell all
of the supervisors, to include three
assistant chiefs, where they could put
their ‘request’.

That meant I could be a fulltime
locksmith in the daytime and a police
officer at night.

“…it was the worst of times…”

“It IS the best of times…

I used to joke that I got my four hours
of sleep every day whether I needed
it or not. This arrangement lasted until
I completed my twenty year hitch
with the Houston Police Department
and I became eligible to receive the
retirement package I’d earned.

During my ‘spare time’, if that’s what
it could be called, I didn’t sit around
the house feeling sorry for myself.
Instead, I used locksmith skills I’d
picked up from my friends at Reed’s
Key Shop to begin earning a living.
I beat the pavement, so to speak,
obtaining customers; visiting small
used car dealers that were plentiful
and always in need of a reasonably
priced locksmith.
Within a very short time I’d replaced
my police paycheck with more than
enough to pay regularly occurring
bills. After a bitter Civil Service fight,
I was re-instated as a police officer
and, at my request, transferred to a
completely different assignment and
began working night shift patrol.

Self-Educated American, Senior Editor, T.F. Stern is
both a retired City of Houston police officer and,
most recently, a retired self-employed locksmith
(after serving that industry for 40 plus years). He is
also a gifted political and social commentator. His
popular and insightful blog, T.F. Sterns Rantings, has
been up and at it since January of 2005.
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It is funny how events and other
police officers’ war stories can bring
back past memories. While watching
the news about demonstrations in all
the major cities, I started reminiscing
about memories of my younger days
as a Houston police officer. Things
were much different when Class 34 hit
the streets of Houston in April of 1967,
and some things were the same.
Like today, we had racial unrest and
radical agitators coming into town
to stir up the community against the
police. However, the responses from
the police and the community were
much different back then. For the
most part, the community and its
leaders supported the police.

It was my first experience of being shot
at, and needless to say, I was scared.
Several of my classmates were there
that night, and I credit the Houston
Police Academy for preparing our
class for what we experienced that
night. I did not realize it at the time, but
looking back, we owe Harry Caldwell,
Jim Shirley, and the academy staff
a special thank you for giving us a
foundation to carry us through our
careers. During the rioting, Police
officers Bobby Blalock and Dale
Dugger were wounded, and my
classmate Louis Kuba was killed.
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I found a picture of the academy staff that
was taken on December 21, 1964, and
most of them were the same staff who
trained my class. Thank you for preparing
police officers to deal with the many
problems they face during their careers.
When reminiscing about my career, I
realize how much I enjoyed being a
Houston police officer. The department’s
men and women, both classified and
civilian, became family. Still today, I am
proud of the Houston Police Department
and the police officers who risk their lives
daily for the citizens of Houston.

During the start of my career, students at
Texas Southern University (TSU) wanted
to shut down Wheeler Avenue, which
ran through their campus. Protests were
organized and agitators came in from
other states to incite the community
against the police. At the time, the police
department was led by Chief Herman
Short, a strong law and order chief of
police. On May 17, 1967, the protesters
closed Wheeler Avenue and started
some fires. Chief Short gave the order for
the police to go in and clear the street.
My class had been on the streets just
thirty (30) days when we were ordered
into the (TSU) campus to clear the
streets and stop the rioting.

Continues on Page 18
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AUG
1, 1947		
1, 1998		
2, 1986		
3, 1934		
3, 1945		
4, 1956		
4, 1953
5, 1955		
8, 1930		
8, 1964		
10, 1961
10, 1952
10, 1942
11, 1967
12, 1978
12, 1991
12th		
14, 1932
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
SEPT

Robert W. McClemore
Donna & Steve Benavides
C.W. & Lena “Dee” Meyer
K.C. Ross
Steve Benavides
Arden & Patricia Lynch
Vickie Rayne
La Jean and Jesse Baker
Wilton J. “Bill” Fish
Georgia & D.A. Gibson
Carolyn & Bob Foster
Jackie Powers
Lena “Dee” Meyer
Joy & David Riggs
Linda & Don Morton
Susan & Clarence Hightower
Pat McMenemy
Paul Artz

16th		
16th		
16, 1949
16, 1986
19, 1946
19, 1965
20, 1954
22nd		
22, 1953
22, 1964
23, 1985
31, 1991

Weldon Tiedt
Lil Tiedt
William L. “Bill” Panzer
Vickie and Steve Rayne
John R. Stelwagen
James D. & Linda Ponder
Sue & Ike Shelburne
Barbara Cotten
Pat & Guy McMenemy
Jerry & Carole Ann DeFoor
George & Jackie Powers
James Rick & Sue B. Walker

1, 1963		
2, 1964
2, 1951		
4, 1954		
5th		
7, 1957		
12, 1943
17, 1942
19th		
19, 1964
22, 1958
24th		
25, 1945
26, 1946
27. 1950
27, 1958
29, 1962
29th		

E.W. & Celia Godfrey
Kay & Don Easterling
Elizabeth & J.O. Parker
Judy & Lloyd Smith
C.J. & Conny Klausner
Anthony & Antoinette Vento
Bill K. Morgan
Allen Tharling
Jo DeFoor
Phil & Margie Frank
Ken Hilleman
Kay Aldridge
Stephen Vaeza
Joyce & Dave Hadley
Janice Fish
Barbara & Charles O. Ford
Eveonne & William Sanders
Barbara S. Ford

EDITOR’S NOTE: Information on birthdays and anniversaries is only printed at the request of the members involved. The requestor is totally
responsible for the accuracy of said information.
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Membership Application and Benefits
information on page 25

MOBILE COP SHOP
Mobile Cop Shop

SINCE 1990

SUPPLIES FOR THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
mobilecopshop.com - for schedule
SPRING, TEXAS
(281) 353-5329

J.R. KNOTT
MOBILE (713) 822-8160

Law Enforcement prices on
Smith & Wesson and Sig Sauer
Duplicate badges -full or wallet size
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But, as much as I enjoyed being a police
officer, I never envisioned my son, Robert
Earl Musick, following in my footsteps.
Whether we realize it or not, our children
are constantly watching, listening, and
imitating us. When I asked Robert in 1989
why he wanted to be a police officer he
replied, “Dad, you really enjoy your job
and I have always wanted to be a police
officer.” So, with reservations, on the part
of his mother and I, Robert became a
member of Class 136 on October 5, 1989,
and a police officer on March 17, 1990.
I gained another police family member
when Robert married Erin Musick and we
could not be prouder to have Erin in our
family.

Although some demonstrations are
planned, others are spontaneous.
Daryl Lott posted a story on Facebook
about a spontaneous demonstration
that led to a department-wide assistthe-officer and I got his permission to
share his story with our readers. Daryl’s
partner, at the time, was Officer
Ronald K. Collinsworth and their day
started out with Sergeant Francis
“Frank” Brooksher giving them a little
heart to heart talk about writing more
traffic citations. It seems he did not
believe they were writing their fair
share. So, with a promise to write more
tickets Daryl and Ronald signed on for
duty on the night shift in July of 1977.

When you love your job, it is natural to
talk about work. During family gatherings
we talked a lot about what is going on
in Houston and I reminisced about my
past career. My granddaughter Jessica
Long and her fiancé Garrett Larson
attentively listened to our conversations
about the Houston Police Department
and from being around Robert, Erin and
myself, Garrett decided he wanted to
be a Houston police officer. He applied
and was accepted as a member of HPD
Class 245. Garrett told me he wanted a
job where he could make a difference
and his current job was not very fulfilling.
Garrett graduated number one in his
class on July 24, 2020 and will continue a
family tradition I started in December of
1966.
Sometimes us old heads want to criticize
the way things change and do not realize
change is imminent and sometimes
necessary. After attending the family
orientation for Garrett’s class, I believe the
current academy staff is still preparing new
cadets to deal with the challenges they
will face as Houston police officers. Like
mine and past classes, the new cadets
are getting a necessary foundation to
carry them through their careers. The way
police are expected to handle unruly
protestors has really changed, since my
days as a Houston police officer, and I
know I could not handle what our officers
are faced with today.

Daryl and Ronald had just been on the
scene of a family disturbance where the
suspect barricaded himself in his home
threatening to kill anyone who tried to
enter. Domestic disturbances are never
predictable, and they can be very
dangerous. However, Sergeant Brooksher,
along with several Park Place Rangers,
arrived and the suspect surrendered
without incident. Daryl and Ronald
were assigned to take the suspect to
the Homicide Division, and they started
heading toward 61 Reisner with their
prisoner in the back seat.
As fate would have it, a vehicle ran a red
light almost hitting their police car.

Sergeant Brooksher had wanted them
to write more tickets, and now they
had the perfect opportunity to issue a
citation to the driver for running a red
light. It seemed like a good plan to gain
a quick duck and the violator pulled over
in the 5400 block of Griggs Road in front
of a popular night club. The crowd in the
club’s parking lot looked on as Daryl and
his partner approached the violator’s
vehicle and started explaining why they
had made the stop. The driver and the
passenger adamantly disagreed with
Ronald and Daryl’s assessment and it was
not long before fists started flying.
Did I mention the violator was a giant of
a man, who took an immediately disliking
to Daryl. While debating the violation, the
violator delivered “a crashin’ blow from a
huge right hand” trying to send Daryl to
“the promised land”. After hitting Daryl,
he ran, and Daryl tackled him in the
middle of the medium. As Daryl fought
with the driver Ronald was fighting to
keep the passenger from taking his gun.
This simple traffic stop had turned into a
life and death struggle.
The driver was able to overpower Daryl
and had him pinned to the ground
while he pummeled Daryl’s face with
his fists. The passenger was able to get
Ronald’s Colt 1911 automatic and went
to help his friend. The crowd had grown
and were aggressively chanting, “Kill
the motherf---ers”, referring to Daryl and
Ronald. Although the passenger had
Ronald’s gun, he couldn’t figure out how
to disengage the safety and Ronald was
able to put out an assist the officer. The
crowd started rocking the police car
with the prisoner in the backseat and
someone in the crowd said, “Get some
gas! Let’s burn this piece of shit down!”.
This statement really concerned the
prisoner locked in the back seat.
Pinned by this giant of a man, blood in
both eyes and his partner’s gun now in
the hands of the suspect Daryl heard the
most welcome sirens of his blue brothers
coming to their aid, with all possible haste.

Continues on Page 19

Continues from Page 18

The Retired Badge August - September 2020 Edition

The spontaneous crowd had grown to
about 200 members and mob mentality
had taken over. The assist the officer call
turned into a city-wide assist and Daryl
and Ronald were taken by ambulance
to the hospital. Because of this traffic
stop the department would issue a new
general order prohibiting stopping traffic
violators while transporting prisoners.
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Throughout the years, crowds have
demonstrated and sometimes mob
mentality takes over. During the
1992 Republican Convention, at the
Astrodome, we witnessed planned
and spontaneous protests and we
saw where mob mentality caused
damage to property.

What is happening today is not new
to the police, what is new, is how
we deal with the protests and the
mob mentality. Hopefully, you have
enjoyed mine and Daryl’s reminiscing
about a career we loved.

From the Archives - Chester Massey
had accumulated a treasure trove of
old newspaper articles from which he
drew to print items about HPD that were
published in any of the three newspapers,
including the Chronicle, the Post, and the
Press. Chester passed away in 2009.

I knew him well from several years
in Homicide in the 1970’s.
Hoot
promoted to Lieutenant and after
retirement, worked at the Harris
County D.A.’s Office.
He passed
away in 2015.

Continues from Page 14
Ken DeFoor - He wrote on numerous
subjects prior to becoming the President
of HPROA. His articles covered a wide
variety of topics, from the Blue Knight
motorcycle group to his later Presidency
of HPROA. He also contributed a number
of Homicide cases he and his partner
Tommy Baker worked on.
Ken has
continued his law enforcement career
into his 80’s and his currently a Captain
with Liberty County S.O. Being involved in
the hurricane relief efforts, he published
some rather interesting stories of he and
Jo’s involvement. He has also been
involved with his wife Jo in the restoration
of old police cars as well as caring for
a museum they have on their Liberty
County property.

Old Times at the Ponderosa - by Donald
(Hoot) Gibson describing his patrol days at
the newly opened Beechnut Substation,
then called The Ponderosa due to its lack of
activity. He also contributed stories about
Murder cases he worked while assigned as a
Homicide Detective. Several stories regarding
his patrol days partnering with Bill Carmical
were very humorous and interesting. Hoot
was a unique individual, to be sure.

From the Dispatcher’s Desk - Written
by Dan Doeterral about his days on
the street and then, due to medical
reasons, going to the Dispatcher’s
Officer to become a dispatcher. He
contributed a variety of personal
experiences. Dan passed away in
2010.

Continues on Page 20

Chrysler • Jeep • Dodge • Ram

Call President Alan Helfman

President Alan Helfman
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Continues from Page 19
Like It Was - by Henry Pressley describing
the capers of he and his partner Billy
Chron. It seems like they were both
fortunate to have survived. Henry later
wrote on a variety of subjects all of which
were interesting and well-received. In
reviewing these old issues, I was amazed
at the number of articles he had penned
over the years. Sadly, Henry passed away
this month of June, 2020, at the age of
eighty-nine. He was the second last man
standing from Class #11, July 1954.
Steve Ginn - He later became a minister
and usually had some words of wisdom
to share with his fellow Officers. Steve
passed away in 2013.
From the Piney Woods, later From the Hill
Country - by Chuck Smith. He informed
us about a variety of subjects from the
capers of his neighbors in Crockett, Leroy
and Clyde, to many travel adventures
he and Dot experienced while camping.
Chuck also planned and did considerable
work to prepare for the various reunions,
more especially the old Crockett reunion.
I think he and Dot were Entertainment
Chairpersons for a number of years.
Chuck passed away in June, 2018.
Out and About With Dot - by Dot Smith.
She told us more about their camping
trips and socializing with other Officers
and wives while camping and attending
HPROA reunions. Dot accomplished her
mission with a large amount of humor
included. If Chuck missed something in
his report, Dot graciously picked up on
it and included those items. Dot passed
away just recently in June, 2020.
Jim Ashby - regarding he and Dorothy’s
world travels while they operated their
own travel agency to assist other retirees
in planning their trips. Jim also served
HPROA as a Board member as well as
the Director of the website for over fifteen
years. Jim is stepping down from the
Board as well as from the website as of
August, 2020. Thanks to Jim for his service
and also to Dorothy for supporting Jim
through the years.

Campfire News - By Barbara Cotten
regarding her and Don’s involvement
in the HPROA camping Club. She
always enlightened everyone about
those experiences. I located one in
particular which I plan to speak with
her about permission to run it once
again. Barbara is an HPROA spouse
and also a retired HPD Secretary
with many years of service. She just
recently decided to continue her
service to the HPROA by becoming
a member of the Family Assistance
Committee. Thanks to you, Barbara.

They were assisted by Pat Kainer.
Mattie Provost, and Ray Smith. In
2020, a new group of Retirees have
stepped up to help in this service.

Bob Martin: Bob wrote a number of
controversial articles pertaining to
his career as an administrative aide
to several or more Captains and
Deputy Chiefs. Bob was chastised
on more than one occasion by
the readers as he seemed to enjoy
writing disparaging remarks about
people who were deceased and
unable to respond to his comments.
Bob even drew a very strong rebuke
from a former HPD Chief of Police
regarding his writings. As the editor
of this publication, I was asked rather
directly by an HPROA President to
censure Bob. I pondered this for some
time and formed the opinion that as
a lowly editor, I felt it should be the
HPROA Board of Directors to make
that decision. Right or wrong, that
was where it was left. Bob eventually
slowed down on his rhetoric after
being asked several times to do so.
He ceased writing and then passed
away in 2011.

Outdoors With The Sheriff - John
Hobson was a retired HPD Detective
and after retirement, became the
High Sheriff of Anderson County. John
informed us about hunting and fishing
in the deep woods of East Texas.

D.A. Miller - He served as Entertainment
Chairman along with his late wife
Myrna. D.A. wrote much information
about the upcoming reunions as
well as the happenings of the past
gatherings.
The FAC Report as well as the Retiree
Roundup - These were penned by a
number of Officers, including Forrest
Turbeville, Nelson Foehner (Deceased
2020), Delvin Kendrick (Deceased
2017), Bobby Foster, Doug Bostock,
John Gallemore, and Ron Headley.

On The Road With The Nichols- Albert
and Mary Nichols wrote about their
extensive travels in their RV. They also
assisted in a number of reunions.
Jim St. John, formerly an HPROA
Treasurer and currently on the HPROA
Board, wrote about his Navy and HPD
Narcotics Division experiences

Other contributors through the years
were Wayne Wendel on his worldwide travels,
Roy Henley, James
Shirley, Phil Graveline (Deceased
2005), Bill Wehr on his air-conditioning
knowledge, Johnny Biggs (Deceased
2003) on Helicoptor Patrol, and Doug
Maddox.
Today, in 2020, we are very fortunate
to have the following contributors:
Shotgun Corner - by well-known
ballistics expert M.D. Beale. M.D.
continues today to write monthly
articles about his knowledge of bird
hunting, reloading ammo, and his
gunsmithing skills. He seems to come
up with an interesting commentary
each and every issue. My research
into these archives indicate that
Medwin’s first article was published in
the June-July 2004 issue, which makes
him the longest current contributor to
the paper. He also wrote for the Badge
and Gun for a long time. He is a VicePresident of the Board of HPROA and
is also in the financial service business.
AND, HE IS STILL CONTRIBUTING.

Continues on Page 22
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Insurance Contact Information
RETIREE RESOURCES - Main Number
832.393.6000
Option #2
retireebenefits@Houstontx.gov
CIGNA
832.393.6191
(local)		
832.393.6192
832.393.6193
800.997.1406
(national)
www.cigna.com
www.mycigna.com

DELTA DENTAL
832.393.6157
For contacting and searching for a dentist
DHMO			 844.282.7637
DPPO			 855.242.1549
deltadentalins.com/
cityofhoustonbenefits.org
LIFE INSURANCE (through City of Houston)
832.393.6000

Due to the lack of personnel and others on leave, just leave your information on the voice
mail. It may take a few days for a representative to return your call.
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The Department As I Remember It:
Retired Lieutenant Earl Musick writes
about his investigative cases in the
Robbery Division with his partner, later
to be Chief of Police Sam Nuchia. Earl
goes to great length describing his cases
from start to finish. Earl later served a
number of years in the District Attorney’s
Special Crimes Division as an Investigator
and, while in that assignment, partnered
with Detective Dan McAnulty in clearing
a cult Murder case which became
the subject of book written by a young
author entitled Out There In The Darkness.
After finishing Law School, he served for a
time as a Prosecutor. Upon his promotion
to Lieutenant, he served in the Major
Offenders Division. He is now an Attorney
and has a private practice.
My personal background with Earl goes
back to the mid-1970’s when my partner
in Homicide was Johnny Bonds. Young
and somewhat energetic, we worked a
number of Capital Murder cases with Earl
and his partner, Sam. What a great time
that was! Earl and I played a lot of softball
during those years and those memories do
not go away. Earl, Sam, and Johnny where
super good cops and I am proud to have
been in on several of their investigations. I
am still enjoying them, especially the ones
that I am able to recall. More especially,
one still stands out in my mind about the
Capital Murder of an Officers Dad. You
weren’t there that morning in the Third
Ward, but Sam was. We rounded up a
number of people in a Third Ward house
where we had information our suspect
was to be. I, to this day, will never forget
when Johnny and I confronted our main
suspect and he said, “you got the right
guy, but it ain’t me.”

And, he was right. One of the other
people in the house matched our
physical description of the suspect, and
there he was. But, that is another story
for another day. My point exactly-is
relayed to any other Officers out there
that we would love to hear of your good
experiences that your fellow retirees
would enjoy hearing and laughing about.
And, of course, those that the Statutes of
Limitations have expired!

The current Executive Director, Anthony
Kivela, contributes his information about
current HPROA issues as well as advising
the members on a number of other items.
Bill, who is now our Legislative Chairman,
and Bob, who is the PAC Chairman, keep
us posted on those activities.

E.J. Smith: Each and every issue E.J.
provides for this editor two handwritten
missives which my wife or I type up.
He provides great insight into many
segments of life in general and they
are very well received. And, E.J., is still
contributing with his crew of co-workers
who open and close up the K.C. Hall on
our meeting days.

There is no doubt that I have likely
failed to mention someone that has
contributed to the success of the Retired
Badge. I am attempting to point out
to all of our members that surely they
have documented offense reports in the
past that were successfully prosecuted.
Having said that, many of you have
experiences that have survived the
Statutes of Limitations that if recalled, you
might be able to assist younger Officers
today and also provide a bit of humor
and recollection to many others.

From the onset of this newsletter, it
appears that it was an understanding
within HPROA that the President,
Executive Director, and several
committee
chairpersons
would
submit reports on the ongoing
activities of the Association. And,
that was done. I am not sure of Ike
Eickenhorst’s contributions to the
newsletter, but I am suspecting he
was an able contributor. Following
Ike, Wilfred Navarro (Deceased 2016),
Ken DeFoor, Jerry DeFoor, Steve
Rayne, and Bob Barnard have been
consistent in their information about
the Association’s activities. Bill Elkin,
the first Executive Director of HPROA,
provided much information not
only about his duties but also of his
knowledge of the legislative process
in the state Capital of Austin.

Rose and Matt Potell, our Entertainment
Committee chairs, keep us posted on
reunions and such.

Sooner than later, this editor will be moving
on, willingly or otherwise. The HPROA needs
new blood in this area. Writing has been
a real blessing to me in that I have met so
many fine people, especially the LINE OF
DUTY DEATH family members that I would
never have had any contact with otherwise.
This writer is definitely NOT an expert but
is willing to assist anyone in their efforts to
become a contributor to the RETIRED BADGE.
Should you have any interest in this
regard, please contact Nelson Zoch at
lt2212d599@hotmail.com.

This is Your Retired Badge

Nelson Zoch
7/13/2020

Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper.
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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Phase Down, Social Security Information, and Firearms Qualifications Guidelines, and
How to Donate to the HPROA

PHASE DOWN INFORMATION: Per the Meet & Confer Agreement,
retirees on Phase Down may be eligible to use their accumulated
time to secure active city insurance rates for up to four years
if their accrued time allows. After a maximum of four years,
the retiree must move to retiree insurance rates, even if they
are able to remain on Phase Down. The City does not send
out reminders; thus, at least one and a half months prior to the
time your active insurance expires, contact the COH-HR (*) to
complete the necessary paperwork for moving your deductions
from your Phase Down check to a HPOPS deduction. Failure to
do this can result in you losing your Health, Vision, Life, and/or
Dental coverage. Retirees still on active insurance rates who are
completely ending their Phase Down period should do likewise.
Also, if a retiree opts out of active medical insurance during
Phase-Down, it may not be possible to opt-in at a later date.
Verify your personal situation and your proper course of action
in writing with COH Human Resources (*).
*see insert in this paper titled: “Insurance Contact
Information”
FIREARMS QUALIFICATION GUIDELINES
Firearms qualifications procedures seem to change frequently,
usually due to COVID issues. The beat advice is to check the
website for the current guidelines.

Remember to send in your paperwork approx. two
weeks before your birthday month. You will then later be
contacted by Range personnel. Retirees can call 832394-2500 with any additional questions. Due to COVID,
the qualification lines may be closed, so do call.
SOCIAL SECURITY WEP & GPO INFORMATION: In a recent
edition of the Retired Badge, there is a very long and
detailed article explaining the WINDFALL ELIMINATION
PROVISION (WEP) and the GOVERNMENT PENSION OFFSET
(GPO), and what retirees can do to assist in getting these
terrible measures repealed. Without repeating everything
therein, if you didn’t read the article, we encourage you
to visit the HPROA website, scroll down the menu bar on
the left side, and access the link to the Archived 2019
June-July Edition of the Retired Badge (see the article on
page 22).
HOW TO DONATE TO THE HPROA:
We have received many donations, some in memory of fallen
brothers or sisters, some specifically to help fund the Family
Assistance Committee, while others were simply for the HPROA
to use where needed. We realize that members have worked
hard and sacrificed for their money. Our goal is to use any
donation for the betterment of our members and we humbly
thank each of you for your generosity. The list of donors can be
found on the website under the “Board Meeting Minutes” link
and the link to donate can be found on our website. Thank you!

A Sincere Thank You to HPROA
Editor’s note: While I am not a member of FAC, I was asked
several months ago to assist in locating our retiree, Henry
Pressley. He was no longer in his home near Lake Livingston
and his present whereabouts were unknown. After making a
few phone calls, I was able to contact Henry’s daughter, Mrs.
Tina Faircloth. She informed me that her Dad had developed
several serious health issues since the first of this year and was in
a health facility near Pearland. He became worse and passed
away in June. After his limited attendance memorial service,
he was cremated and laid to rest near his beloved wife Martha
at the VA Cemetery in Houston. FAC members Ron Headley
and Pat Kainer attended that service. The below was written by
Tina and read at the July 2020 HPROA Board meeting.
Dear Members of the HPROA,
When I was in elementary school, we received a call that my dad
was t-boned by a five ton truck in route to an emergency call.

It was a frightening time in my life. Within minutes, two patrol cars
were at our front door. One car took my mom to the hospital
where she was surrounded by blue uniformed officers while she
waited to hear the extent of my dad’s injuries. The other patrol
car drove three very scared children to a relative’s house for care.
A few years later, I had car issues near I-10 and Clinton Drive.
I don’t know about now, but it was an undesirable area of
town at the time. This very scared 5’2” blonde haired teenager
managed to get to a phone to call my dad at 61 Reisner for
help. I was told that he was not in the office and could not be
reached. I remember the fear rising as I was told to get back
to my car and wait for help. Within minutes, a patrol car pulled
up behind me and rendered aid. These events may sound trivial
now, but they were scary days in my life when Officers that I
never knew by name lifted our family during a time of need.

Continues on Page 28
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The Current History of Academy Class #38
Academy Class #38 graduated on August
23, 1968 with fifty-six new Police Officers.
This class was uder the supervision of
Chief Herman B. Short, Assistant Chief
George Seber, Captain Fred Bankston,
and Inspector C.D. Taylor.
Class Officers were President Jessie
Smith, Vice President George R. Powers,
Secretary Joseph C. Davis, and Treasurer
Thomas Mashue.
Fourteen Officers left the Department
prior to earning a retirement pension. They
were W.D. Simmons, T.L. Rhodes, Johnny
Freeman, Jessie C. Smith, E.B. Houghton,
R.L. Hooks, J.J. Davis, M.J. Lyons, T.E. Busch,
P.D. Sparks, R.A. Benge, J.B. Worley, R.W.
Nichols, and W.G. Brunner.
There were no LINE OF DUTY deaths
in this class. However, Blasé Dragna
was seriously injured while working Solo
Motorcycles and was forced to go on
Medical Retirement.
Fourteen Officers earned at least a twentyyear pension and have since passed
away. They are, along with their years
of service and year of death: Alonzo L.
Brooks, an SPO, 24, 1996; Ray L. Cantwell,
an SPO who worked Patrol and the TAC
Squad, 32, 2009; Terry J. Collman, a
Lieutenant who worked Patrol, Narcotics,
and IAD, 37, 2012; Edgar Z. (EZ) Crawford,
an SPO at Park Place and the Garage,
34, 2003; Gary T. Crawford, who rode
Solos, 24, 2010; Blasé J. Dragna, Medical
Retirement from his service in Solos, ,
2014; Donald G. Easterling, who worked
Southwest Patrol, 20, 2003; Charles F.
Epperson, who worked Southeast Patrol,
35, 2013; James H. Lynn, who worked the
Accident Division, 34, 2019; Billy J. Marsh,
Central Patrol, 20, 1991;

Danny J. McBee, who worked Patrol and
Juvenile, 22, 2010; George R. Powers, a
Detective who worked Patrol, Robbery,
Major Offenders, and after retirement,
became the Chief of Police at UT-San
Antonio, 21, 2008; Daniel L. Whitfield, who
worked Northeast Patrol, 26, 1995, and
Arthur K. Witcher, who worked Northeast
Patrol and at the Academy, 22, 2013.
Twenty-six Officers earned their retirement
and are hopefully enjoying their lives
today in retirement. They are, along
with their years of service and year of
retirement: Medwin D. Beale, a Robbery
Detective who later worked for the Fort
Bend County Sheriff’s Office, and who is
currently very active with the HPROA, 22,
1991; Michael L. Bell, 24, 2993; Arnold
R. Black, a SPO, 39, 2008; Norris Wayne
Black, a SPO who worked Accident , 24,
1993; Frank M. Brooksher, who worked
Vice and then Patrol as a Sergeant, 24,
1993; Roger A. Burkhalter, a SPO who
worked Patrol and Helicoptors, 28, 1997;
Ronald B. Carter, an SPO who worked
Patrol, 36, 2004; Bobby J. Clark, an SPO
who worked in Patrol and in CID, 35, 2004;
Joseph C. Davis, a B&T Detective, 21,
1989; A.P. Delacruz, a SPO who worked in
Patrol and Recruiting, 24, 1992; Andrew
L. Gilbert, a Lieutenant who worked for
TDC after retirement, 21, 1990; Jake E.
Goodrum, a SPO who may have worked
his entire career at Northeast, 32, 2001;
James F. Hudson, a SPO who worked
Southwest Patrol and a number of years
as a Family Assistance Officer and then
began a second career with Earthman’s
Funeral Home, 20, 1989;
Donald N.
Langston,
who worked the Juvenile
Division, 35, 2004; Ronald T. Mashue, a
SPO who worked North Shephard Patrol
and at the Academy, 32, 2001;

Walker J. McAnally, a Sergeant who
worked at the D.A.’s Officer after
retirement, 31, 1990; Richard J. McClellan,
a SPO, 22, 1991; Arthur R. Pick, a SPO who
worked Patrol and Auto Theft, 38, 2006;
Raymond J. Simper, a SPO who worked
Patrol and later owned the Central Police
Supply, 24, 1993; Donald W. Thompson,
who worked the Accident Division and
in Helicoptors, 25, 1994;
Thomas A.
Waldrep, a SPO in Patrol, and Helicoptors,
22, 1991; James L. Waltmon, who worked
Northeast Patrol and then as a Homicide
Detective, 30, 1999; Charles L. Webb,
an SPO at Park Place, 24, 1993; David
C. Wells, a SPO who worked Patrol, CID,
Helicoptors, and then in a second career
as a D.A. Investigator in several counties,
20, 1989; Donald V. Williams, a Sergeant
in Patrol, 22, 1991 and John B. Wilson, a
Lieutenant, 22, 1991.
There were two other Officers who were
not listed in HPOPS records due to their
option of privacy who I feel reasonably
sure retired.
They were Jeffie Dale
Middleton, a SPO who worked Central
Patrol and G.R. Daniels, a Sergeant in
Helicoptors.
It appears that Arnold R. Black and Arthur
Pick, with 39 and 38 years, lasted the
longest with HPD. They were followed by
Terry Collman, with 37 years.
We wish all of the very best to all of these
fine Officers and their families.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

Nelson Zoch
7/13/2020
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WE REMEMBER

IN MEMORIUM
WITH PRIDE

AUGUST
1,
2,
3,
3,
4,
4,
4,
5,
5,
5,
6,
6,
6,
7,
7,
8,
8,

2011
2016
2005
2018
2002
2013
2015
2004
2011
1998
2002
2004
2016
1994
2012
2002
2003

Milton Gideon			
Wilfred Navarro, Jr.
George E. Cones
Jack Arthur Miller
George D. Williams
Allen R. Rogers		
Donald Ray Morton
Jimmie Farrrar		
James Chism
James W. Peacock
David Barnett
Jimmie Bob Farrar
James L. Davis
Leo R.P. Pierpont 			
Ray Krampota
Bennett G. Denham
Louis H. Martin

SEPTEMBER

1, 2007
2, 2010
2, 2015
3, 2008
4, 1989
4, 2016
5, 2016
6, 2010
7, 2008
7, 2019
8, 1998
8, 2003
8, 2017
9, 1998
9, 2004
10, 2013
11, 2006
11, 2009

William L. Pardue			
Royce R. Sillavan			
Arden W. Lynch			
Carvel Lee McNeil, Jr.		
Lee Wayne Redden		
Sheryl L. Wright			
Edward Holiday			
Mark E. Meaney			
Andrew Stephen Reiser		
Michael K. Guerin
Jim D. Tucker			
Louis H. Martin			
Bonnie Montero
J.D. “Jim” Tucker 			
Bruce Wayne Oliver 		
John S. Adamson, III		
Roy B. Chandler
Billy Byron Black			

8, 2003
8, 2007
9, 2002
9, 2017
9. 2018
10, 2015
11, 2008
11, 2010
12, 1996
12, 2008
12, 2016
12, 2016
14, 2005
14, 2016
15, 2014
16, 2010
16, 2017
16 2019
17, 2001

Jack Betz
Ronnie Noskrent
Humberto E. Moreno
Larry H. Williams
James H. Haralson
Edward A. Thomas
Velia Ortega		
J. O. Brannon			
William B. Chancey		
Harold E. Evans			
Patsy A. Richard			
Jerrial L. Crutcher		
Michael A. Lima
James S. Coley
Wilbert Eickenhorst
Hansford G. Whitaker		
Sherman J. Hicks, Sr.
Willie Dorsey
Stuart R. Sikes

18,
18,
20,
21,
22,
22,
23,
25,
25,
27,
27,
28,
28,
28,
29,
29,
29,
29,

2010
2014
2008
2005
1982
2011
2004
2012
2017
2008
2017
2007
2008
2019
1991
2011
2013
2017

Harold E. Sharp
Sherwood Jett
Robert L. Starbuck
Paul F. Bruce
Carroll Homer Wright
Johnny Neely
Jack S. Qualls
Ray Houston Ross			
Brian T. Surginer
Ellis P. Sammons			
James N. Flagg			
Allen Cooley			
Theophilus Austin, Jr.
Victor Cozma
L.D. Morrison Jr.
Andrew Geffert		
Jack D. Lee
Steve A. Perez		

11,
13,
14,
14,
15,
16,
17,
17,
17,
18,
19,
20,
21,
21,
21,
21,
22,
22,

Morris L. Quast, Sr.			
Rafael L. Gonzales		
Emmett R. Williams		
Raymond Dickel		
Gerald D. Peyton 			
James O. Norris			
August “Gus” J. Hruzak
Oscar W. Farrell
Marvin D. Seber
Larry L. Jerden
Donald J. McWilliams		
Gerry “Spider” Fincher		
Ira W. “Bubba” Holmes 		
Rodney Adam Johnson		
Stanley D. Plaster			
Marvin R. Ellison			
Carroll Dale Mitchell 		
Raymond E. Abel Jr.

22,
22,
23,
23,
24,
25,
26,
27,
27,
27.
27,
28,
28,
28,
29,
29,
29,
30,
30,

2008
2012
2005
2008
2008
2010
2010
1983
2009
2010
2019
2004
2005
2006
2005
2016
2019
2002
2019

Charles D. Cone
Tommy Baber			
Jimmy Ray Davis 			
Andrew L. Kelly			
Carl A. Dickson			
Gary T. Crawford			
Vonda J. Higgins			
David Charles Francis
Franklin Y. Paul			
Thomas C. Pickens, Jr.
Dale D. Pendleton		
William L. (Bill) Bryson
Lilly Stephenson
Jimmy K. McGill			
Raymond E. Abel, Jr.		
Milton Wayne Wilson		
Harvey L. Trigg
A.T. Cook
Richard Sumner

2011
2014
1994
2011
2004
1995
2011
2018
2019
2019
2016
2015
2001
2006
2011
2012
2001
2005
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Heroes
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The bugler was in position, the Navy
Honor Guard in place. Soon the body
car accompanied by family and then
friends arrived. I exited my vehicle
and along with family and friends
approached the pavilion. No one
spoke. The quiet was strange but I
understood. We were in the presence
of our very best, the heroes of our
nation. This has been their gathering
place for many years. They have
joined their comrades and still more
come. Hour upon hour, day after
day, this scene is repeated.

On this day, the nighttime had
seen a norther blow through, the
temperature was dropping rapidly
and rain had fallen for hours. Just
as we entered the sacred grounds
of the VA cemetery on Veterans
Memorial, as though commanded
by our supreme commander, the
rains held. All was still until the last
words and ceremony completed.
Then the rains returned. Everyone
understood the reason.

Another of the best was in his
Savior’s arms, he had completed his
assignment and received his reward.
One day we will join together for that
last roll call and be called home. We
will join the heroes gathered at this
special place.
I’ll see you at the next HPROA meeting
and discuss heroes.
Till nxt time,
E.J.

Promises Kept
It was in April, 2002, that I said goodbye
to friends and co-workers and drove
away from 61 Riesner. That was a very
difficult day for me as I very much
enjoyed my 43-plus years at HPD. It
was also the time I decided to keep
my promise to a friend and co-worker.
W.G. Eickenhorst had hounded me
for years to join HPROA. E.J., he’d
say, the HPROA is very important
to the future of retirees. I explained
over and over again that I had no
free time. I had 24/7 responsibilities at
HPD and a second job that took more
time than I expected. Anyway, I was
determined to follow through on my
promise to Ike to join HPROA as soon
as I retired. I did.

That decision was one I have very
much enjoyed.
Ike was correct.
The HPROA is very necessary to the
lifeblood of your time after HPD. It is
your information center, your social
center, and best of all, you are still
connected to your past.
HPROA
exists and is successful due to the
volunteers and committed leaders.
The group I have served with for years
at HPROA, J.W. Williams, John Sweatt,
Charlie Brenham, Roger Dickson,
Charles Martel, Rose and Matt Potell,
sometimes Doug Hudson and others
are an example of the volunteers’
enthusiasm which drives HPROA.

I encourage every retiree to strongly
consider attending the meetings
every second Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
The location is excellent as it is close
to downtown at the K of C Hall on
Whitney. Come and enjoy fellowship,
see friends, and past co-workers and
watch your board of directors at their
best. These guys and gals are sincere
and dedicated to serve their fellow
retirees. Oh, they are also volunteers.
See you at the next meeting and we’ll
talk more.

Till next time,
E.J.
P.S. Your spouse is most welcome.

HPROA New Members
JUNE: James DeMartin, Jose Enriquez,
Richard Kovach, Victor Midyett.
Approved
Associate
Members:
Robert Berry, Russell Raia.
JULY: William Bolton, Michael Brunson,
Ronny Cortez, Doyle Davis, Jennifer Evans,
Michael Gallaway, Adrian Gaspar,

John Guanci, Denny Hair, Shawna
Hampton, James Hawk, Janice Hawk,
Henry Hernandez, John Huston, Jose
Inocencio, John Johnson, Randall
Johnson, Caroline Kaplan, Larry Kroesche,
Andrew
LaHaie,
James
Leonard,
Christopher Lohse, David Myers, Madolyn
Nasworthy, James Pinion, Thomas

Riendeau, Ronald Sessum, Alin Steelman,
Michael Thacker, Robin Thacker, Ralph
Walker, Keira Knox.
Associate Members Presented: Brook
Crawford, sponsored by Bob Barnard.
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HPROA Benefits

In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired
officers to have the same type of organized representation that
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired
officers an official organization to represent them regarding
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits.
The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization.
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being:
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.
The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from
within its membership and answers only to the membership of
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?
Membership Benefits
I. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension
benefits
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by sponsoring reunions
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception

IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of
deceased member
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607
E. Whitney.

RetiredBadge
THE

With Honor We Served . . .
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With Pride We Remember

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

See us online at
w w w.h p d r e ti r e d . c o m
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Killed in the Line of Duty

September

August
August 8, 1886

Henry Williams

August 18, 1946

Howard B. Hammond

September 17, 1925

E.C. Chavez

August 3, 1911

John Morris Cain

August 25, 1956

Robert J. Schultea

September 13, 1929

Ed Jones

August 23, 1917

Rufus H. Daniels

August 23, 1959

John W. Suttle

September 20, 1930

Edward Fitzgerald

August 23, 1917

Horace Moody

August 4, 1963

Charles R. McDaniel

September 20, 1930

William Phares

August 23, 1917

E.G. Meinecke

August 2, 1975

Francis Eddie Wright

September 19, 1973

David Huerta

August 23, 1917

D.Ross Patton

August 16, 1979

Charles Baker

September 12, 1983

William Moss

August 23, 1917

Ira D. Raney

August 18, 1982

Kathleen Schaefer

September 20, 2000

Jerry K. Stowe

August 23, 1924

J. Clark Etheridge

August 29, 2017

Steve A. Perez

September 21, 2006

Rodney Johnson

Continues from Page 23
My dad called them his brothers in blue.
We teased that dad probably bled blue
when cut. He was proud of his HPD
heritage and never lost love and respect
for the department. My dad retired from
HPD many years ago. Natural thinking
would assume that time would fade the
HPD brotherhood bond. This year proved
that the opposite is true.

The support, honor and help of the HPROA
surpassed all we could imagine when my
dad became ill and eventually passed away.

It meant more than you will ever know.
This HPD family is forever grateful.
Thank you....

Words fail me when I try to express our
family’s gratefulness for the many acts
of kindness and support that our family
received with my father’s passing. We give
particular thanks to Nelson for the many
calls, texts and words of encouragement.

Tina Faircloth
Daughter of Retired Sergeant,
Henry Pressley

Retiree Roundup
The Retired Badge August - September 2020 Edition
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RETIRED OFFICERS ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE

Continues from Page 29
FOREST TURBERVILLE • BARBARA COTTON • RON HEADLEY • PAT KAINER • MATTIE PROVOST • RAY SMITH • HENRY CHAVEZ • TIM DILLON
There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance.

MAY 2020
NOTE: The below information is from the
latter part of May, 2020.
Sue Shelburne: (5-21-2020 blc) Barbara
Cotton spoke with Sue Shelburne this
morning. She is the widow of Ike (Frog)
Shelburne who passed away in 2009. Sue
is now almost 85 years of age and is the
main caretaker of her grandson Jason
who is 35. He was born with cerebral palsy
and has had many medical problems
throughout the years. He is currently on
dialysis 3 days a week and is waiting for
a kidney transplant. Even with all of his
medical problems, he and Sue are very
active on the Rabbit committee for the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.
Sue and Ike’s daughter and Jason’s
mother, Phyllis, passed away in 2018 from
leukemia. Sue wanted to say hi to all and
also to ask for prayers for Jason.
Dot Smith: (5-26-20 blc) Barbara talked
with Dot Smith, surviving spouse of Retired
Captain Chuck Smith, and she advised
that she has esophageal cancer and is
under hospice care. She spoke with her
daughter this morning and they have
asked for prayers asking for comfort during
this difficult time. She has requested no
phone calls or visitors as Dot is sleeping a
lot. Please keep her in your prayers.
Roger Burkhalter: (5-29-20rh) M.D. Beale
advised us that and he and Roger spent
some time together shooting pistols at
Pearland Shooting Club. Their first since
the police academy – Class 38 – 1968.
M.D. stated Roger has been fighting
throat cancer and is continuing chemo
and radiation treatments.

This week his blood count has dropped
significantly and he’s due to get a
transfusion so he can continue his
treatments.
Please lift up prayers for Roger and his
family. It’ll be greatly appreciated.
DEATHS DURING THE MONTH
OF MAY 2020
Jason Michael Knox, Line of Duty,
May 2, 2020
Harold D. Clayton, Jr., May 4, 2020
David J. Hagan, May 5, 2020
Joel A Welhons, member,
May 7, 2020
Richard W. Lee, member,
May 18, 2020
Sharon Carter, wife of member
Gerald Carter, May 25, 2020
Eugene Moore, May 30, 2020

JUNE 2020
E. J. Smith: (6-1-20rh) Roger Dixon notified
me today that E. J. had been admitted
to St. Luke’s Hospital Woodlands. I called
E.J. and learned that he has developed a
bacterial infection in his left hand causing
painful swelling and redness. He was
admitted to the hospital yesterday and
treated with major doses of antibiotics.

He thought he was going to be released
today, but his hand began to swell again.
They are running more test and hopefully
we will know more tomorrow. Please
pray for a quick recovery for E.J. (UPDATE
6-3-20) We were notified that E.J.’s hand
was doing much better and that he was
being released from the hospital and
going home today.
Jack and Linda Guy (6-3-20 blc) Barbara
Cotten received a call from Cindy, Jack
and Linda Guy’s daughter, advising her
that both of her parents have dementia.
She is asking for our prayers as they go
through this difficult and debilitating
disease. She also wanted help finding
out information regarding Jack & Linda’s
health benefits. Barbara provided her with
the City’s Retiree Health Benefits contact
information. Cindy contacted them and
the next day she advised Barbara that
she had already response and by e-mail
from Health Benefits providing her with
the information she needed. Cindy stated
she would keep us informed regarding
Guy & Linda’s condition.
Henry Pressley: (6-5-20rh) In May we
posted that Henry had developed a
large brain tumor that had to be surgically
removed and he was recovering at a
rehab facility in Pearland. While there
he fell and broke his hip, requiring
another surgery. On the June 5 Nelson
Zoch received a phone call from Tina,
Henry’s daughter updating us again on
Henry’s condition.
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She told Nelson that Henry had
developed pneumonia in addition to
his latest hip surgery incision becoming
infected.
He is being moved to
Memorial Hospital Southeast for
further treatment. UPDATE: ( 06-1720 ) Nelson Zoch received a call from
Henry’s daughter Tina. Henry has
developed several serious infections
which are affecting his kidney
function and his blood count related
to his diabetes. He will be moved
from Memorial Southeast Hospital to
Houston Hospice sometime today.
Please keep Henry and his family in
your prayers. NOTE: Henry passed on
June 19, 2020
Doug Bostock: (6-30-20rh) I visited with
Doug today and he advised that he
is still having circulation problems in
his legs. He said that he is scheduled
for an outpatient cat scan on July 7
to determine if there is any veins in his
legs that are repairable. Doug asks
that we pray for him. He would love
to hear from old friends. Give him a
call at 281-221-7466.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH
OF JUNE 2020
Carrol M. Lynn, member,
June 2, 2020
Dot Smith, wife deceased Captain
Chuck Smith, June 3, 2020
Ramsey Velez, June 9, 2020
Marvella S. Forte, June 11, 2020
Robert “Andy” Andrew Brown, husband
of member, Belinda Leatherwood Brown,
June 11, 2020
Henry Pressley, Jr., member,
June 19, 2020
Scott T. Stewart, June 22, 2020

JULY 2020
Jake Goodrum (7-19-20 blc) On
Wednesday, July 15th, Henry Chavez,
along with Mike Gee and Tim Dillon,
took a hospital bed to Jake. He had
fallen recently and broke some ribs and
is having difficulty getting out of bed.
I called him today and spoke with his
youngest sister, Shirley. She said they
were very appreciative of the guys
bringing out the bed. She told me that
Jake has been having some problems
recently and falls. They think he blacks
out but he doesn’t ever remember what
happens. He is scheduled to go in and
have a pacemaker in a couple of weeks
and they hope that will take care of the
problem. His wife, Nancy, also recently
fell and they are both on walkers. Shirley
said they appreciate all prayers.
If
anyone has a trapeze bar for a hospital
bed, to loan, Jake is in need of one. If you
have one, please call me at 281-723-9205
- Barbara
Doug Bostock (7-17-20) At the end of June,
we posted that Doug has been having
serious circulation problems in his legs
and he was scheduled for a cat scan on
July 7th. Doug received the results of the
scan yesterday and his doctor confirmed
that he had little or no circulation in his
legs. He has now been scheduled for an
angiogram next week to determine the
exact location of the blockage and to
possibly treat it. Please continue to pray
for Doug. Doug still enjoys receiving calls
friends, his number is 281-221-7466.
Fred Eichholtz (7-14-20 blc) Pat Kainer
checked in with Fred and Judy Eichholtz
on 7/14/2020 via phone and was informed
they are staying locked down like most
everyone else; otherwise they are doing
fine. Fred and Judy said hello to everyone
and hope to be at a meeting soon.
Linda Lotz 7-14-20 blc) Linda Lotz, wife
of HPROA member Alfred Lotz, broke her
right shoulder on July 3, 2020, She had
surgery today and they had to insert 2
pins. Alfred said she is in a lot of pain right
now but knows the pain will ease up as
her shoulder heals.

Since he is busy taking care of her needs,
he asked there be no phone calls at this
time but asking for prayers for healing
and comfort.
Mark Glentzer: (7-14-20 rh) Larry Doss
notified us that Mark has been fighting
cancer for at least a year. He visited with
Mark today and learned that doctors
have told Mark that further treatments
would be non-productive. He has been
placed under hospice care at his home.
Mark is extremely weak and is unable to
take phone calls. Please lift up prayers
for Mark and his family. Update: 7-17-20
DECEASED
Doug Maddox (7-13-20 blc) I visited by
phone with Marcia Maddox, wife of retired
officer Doug Maddox. Marcia said they
are both doing fine and staying mostly
in due to the COVID 19. Doug will be 92
in October so they don’t want to take a
chance of either one of them getting it.
They said they would love to hear from
old friends and also tell everyone to hello
and to stay safe. They can be reached at
979-535-4292.
Bennie Green: (7-11-20 rh) We heard that
Bennie had been having some serious
health issues. We contacted him and
found him to be in good spirits. He said
that his kidneys had failed on him and
he has been having dialysis three times a
week, four hours each time. He said that
each dialysis treatment takes a lot of him,
but he has faith that he will be healed.
He has been on the transplant list for a
year and just waiting for a donor. Please
keep Bennie in your prayers, and pray
that a donor is found soon.
Don Bird: (7-11-20 rh) We visited with
Ronnie Bird and he said that his brother
Don has been fighting cancer for over a
year. He has received numerous chemo
treatments and recently his oncologist
advised them that the cancer had
spread and that further treatments would
not help.
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Don is extremely weak and has now been
placed on hospice. Please lift up prayers
for Don and his family.
Joe Chebret Sr.: (7-9-20 rh) “Big Joe“ has
been hospitalized with serious COVID
complications. He is too weak to receive
phone calls, but his family is asking that
we pray for his healing and comfort.
Ralph Blount (7-8-20 blc) I talked with
Donna Blount today and she said that
Ralph is scheduled for out-patient surgery
tomorrow at Woodlands Memorial Hospital
to have a nerve stimulator implanted to
help reduce his pain. He will be down for
about a month recuperating. As most of
you know, Ralph fell off the roof several
years ago and has undergone many
surgeries. Pray for the stimulator to help
ease his pain and for Donna as she nurses
him back to health.

UPDATE: July 19, 2020 I called and spoke
to Ralph today and he said the surgery
was a great success and he feels better
than he has in a long time. He said to tell
everyone thanks for all the prayers.
Harvey Briley (7-8-20 blc) I spoke with
Harvey Briley today and he told me that
he has been fighting Cancer since 1998.
He said they have told him there is nothing
more they can do for him and that he has
about 6 months to a year. Harvey is now
84 years old. Harvey would appreciate
phone calls and prayers. You can reach
him at 281-373-3622.
Lisa Kennedy: (7-3-20 rh) Lisa, wife of
Chuck Kennedy, has been fighting
cancer for approximately 2 years. In the
last post regarding Lisa in April we advised
that Lisa’s cancer had spread to her liver
and spleen and that she was going to
undergo another round of chemo.

Chuck called us yesterday and advised
that the chemo was not working. He
stated that she is on pain medication
and without it she is in terrible pain. Chuck
wanted to again thank everyone for their
prayers and asked that we continue to lift
them up for her.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH
OF JULY 2020

Kevin

O’Brien, Retired Sergeant,
Member, July 2, 2020

June
Marie
White,
widow of
deceased member Howard White,
July 12, 2020
Mark C Glentzer, Retired Lieutenant,
Non-Member, July 17, 2020

PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters,
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
HPROA Family Assistance Committee:

Family Assistance Unit:

Forrest Turbeville, Chairman		
713-319-5466
Barbara Cotton				281-723-9205
Ron Headley					
713-253-5749
Ray Smith					
281-731-1588
Pat Kainer					
281-642-6645
Mattie Provost			
281-389-3122
Henry Chavez				
281-687-8962
Tim Dillon					
281-831-6771

Senior Police Officers Jennifer Smesny, 713-308-1237, Jorge R.
Lucero, 713-308-1240, and Rochon Hall, 713-308-1239.
If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center,
713-308-1500.

Burial Fund:
832-969-9099. Leave message for someone to contact you.
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SUPPORTING YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS

The Retired Badge is an official publication of
the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association
(HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the
supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors.
However, opinions expressed by individual
Board members or any other contributor in
this publication do not reflect the opinion
of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA.
Editorial submissions and other items of interest
from HPROA members are welcomed and
encouraged.
Commercial advertisements in The Retired
Badge are paid for by the contributors and
do not in any manner imply an endorsement,
warrant, or guarantee by the HPROA.
Editorial Policy:
The Retired Badge is published in by the
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association.
Materials submitted for publication are subject
to review by the board and to editing. All
photographs will be refunded if they have a self
addressed, stamped envelope included. The
Retired Badge is published in February, April,
June, August, October, and December by the
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association.
Materials submitted for publication are subject
to review by the board and to editing. All
photographs will be refunded if they have a
self addressed, stamped envelope included.
Editorial content may be mailed to P.O. Box
130787, Houston, Texas 77219.
Deadlines are the 18th of the odd-numbered
month and should be forwarded and received
by the Editor on that date.

As we continue adjusting
our branch hours and
operations due to the
pandemic, the health and
well-being of our members
and
employees
remain
our top priority. In-person
services offered may require
some adjustments as staff
availability is impacted by
the pandemic.
Each day we are monitoring
and staying up to date on the
latest CDC recommendations
so we can modify our plans
accordingly. Although we
must temporarily alter how
we do business to protect our
members and employees, we
want to assure you that we
are well prepared to service
your financial needs.

A full list of our current
operating hours is listed on
our website, HPCU.coop, as
well as guidelines for visiting
our branches. Please be sure
to read it before entering
our lobby. The guidelines are
designed for the protection
of our employees, members
and visitors.
We encourage you to
continue using our electronic
and
drive-up
services
whenever possible. These
have been proven to be the
safest and most convenient
methods to conducting
routine financial transactions.
Your unwavering patience
and understanding is greatly
appreciated
throughout
these transitions.

CONNECT WITH US
Go to HPCU.coop for the latest updates.
Download the mobile app or go to HPCU.coop
to log in to online banking.
For member services, call 713.986.0200 or 800.927.8707.
For in-person services, call 713.986.0301
to schedule an appointment.
For lending services, call 713.225.6267.
For telephone banking, call 713.227.7478.

