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Almost-Free Lifetime Passes to all the National Parks!
By Anthony Kivela
There are a few retirees who are age 62 or over that have the
ability to buy a LIFETIME pass that is good for free admission to
more than 2000 federal recreation sites. If you or your spouse
are 62 or over, the cost is a near-giveaway…only $10.00. And,
time is of the essence because in the Spring of 2017, the cost
of this pass will increase to $80.00. NOTE: As of July 11, 2017,
information was receiving that the discounted senior rate will
expire on AUGUST, 27, 2017.
The pass is called an “AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL” National Parks
and Federal Recreation Lands Pass for SENIORS. In comparison,
the cost for a regular annual parks pass is sold to the public for
$80.00 a year, and must be renewed each year for an additional
$80.00. Again, for a limited time, seniors can buy this LIFETIME
pass for a one-time fee of only $10.00!
There are 44 locations that sell this pass over the counter in Texas,
and each are specified on the National Parks Website under a
tab on the homepage that lists a PDF link to where the passes
are sold. For retirees outside of Texas, other locations throughout
the nation are listed. In lieu of this, the passes can be bought
electronically or by mail for an additional $10.00 handling fee
from the USGS Store (store.usgs.gov), for a total of $20.00. The
kit that you will receive will include your pass, brochure, and
hangtag with your name on it.

Moreover, the passes are valid for lifetime without the need to
renew annually. If bought in person, the pass is immediately
issued. If purchased electronically or by mail via the USGS Store,
there will be a delay of up to six weeks due to the high volume
of these passes being purchased before the imminent price
increase.
The America the Beautiful Pass covers complete entry fees, or
day-use fees, for the driver and ALL passengers in a personal
vehicle at per-vehicle fee areas, or up to four adults at federal
sites that charge a per-person fee. Only the pass-holder has to
be over the age of 62. This includes entrance fees for national
parks and national wildlife refuges, as well as national forests
and grasslands managed by the Bureau of Land Management,
Bureau of Reclamation and U. S. Army Corps of Engineers.
All details are spelled out in the National Parks Service website
@ nps.gov. Remember, if you snooze, you lose… Also, Due
to high demand, there is currently a two-month processing
backlog. If you mail in the application, as long as your
envelope is postmarked by that date, you will qualify. If you
want to ensure their receipt of your application, you have the
option to send it “return receipt requested”. In lieu of mailing
in the application, it can be electronically sent at fedrecpass@
usgs.com. Be forewarned that due to demand on that site,
their system frequently crashes and there has been difficulty in
downloading proof of birth showing the applicant is 62+.
THANKS TO ANTHONY KIVELA FOR SHARING THIS INFORMATION
WITH HPROA MEMBERS.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BILL ELKIN
On July 1, 2017, the compromise
pension reform legislation, Senate
Bill 2190, took effect. Governor Greg
Abbott signed the legislation back in
the middle of June, which affected all
three city pension plans (police, fire,
and municipal employees). When
negotiations began between HPOPS
and the City of Houston last year for
the compromise, the general mood
and feelings were that this would be
a “slam dunk” at the legislature since
the city had the legal ability to sell
such bonds without voter approval.
It was not anticipated that many
obstacles would arise and create
problems leading to a finished
piece of legislation.
There were
some problems that we overcame
and corrected, such as a trustee
position on HPOPS Board of Trustees,
affecting one who had been reelected to an active position even
though he had entered Phase Down
A class prior to a delayed election
process. This problem was resolved.
Other problems were not so easy to
address and overcome, such as the
mandate written into the bill calling
for an election by the citizens of
Houston approving the sale of POB’s
(Pension Obligation Bonds).
The sale of POB’s is necessary, and is
a key component since it will allow
the City of Houston the ability to pay
the HPOPS system the monies owed
to the system over the many years
the city did not meet its ARC (Annual
Required Contribution).
The $750 million dollar debt was
accumulated over the past 12-14
years.

The assumption was, leading to
finalization of the compromise piece
of legislation between the City of
Houston and HPOPS, that the city
would sell one billion dollars worth of
POB’s, of which three fourths ($750
million) would go the HPOPS and
one forth ($250 million) would be
paid to the Municipal Employees
Pension System, who also had been
short changed for years.
Now, prior to July 1, 2017, the City
of Houston had the ability to sell
POB’s without approval of the
citizens by a vote. This was part of
the assumption that would make
passage of the pension compromise
a “slam dunk”. When the final draft
of the legislation was filed for public
hearing in the Senate, the glaring
problem appeared which requires
the citizen vote on the sale of POB’s.
This inclusion in the bill is accredited to
Senator Paul Bettencourt, who is NOT
a friend of public employees and the
public pension plans they depend on.
Now having previously stated the
fact that the city could have made
moot the point on bond sales prior
to the effective date of the law, we
see that by Mayor Turner’s reticence,
there will be an election in November
of this year. Passage of the POB issue
will depend on what other matters
are placed on the ballot.
For example, if the firemen secure
sufficient signatures calling for a vote
about pay parity with police, and if
the mayor should rescind his previous
position on Property Tax Cap, and put
it on the ballot, will the people vote
affirmatively for the entire ballot.
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Bill Elkin, Executive Director

I tend to think they might not, based
on past bond elections. We can only
take a wait and see position.
The remaining questions are, should
the November vote go against the
sale of POB’s, what will the city do
to fulfill it’s stated obligation to pay
it’s debt to HPOPS and keep the
compromise in a state of being viable
and going forward, or in the failure of
the city to pay it’s debt, how soon
will any reduced and eliminated
benefits be returned to the members.
The city has until March 31, 2018 to
make good on it’s recognized debt
to HPOPS. If the voters do approve
the sale of POB’s, then the city can
extend payment for an additional 60
days, until May 31, 2018.
Remember, the key to the compromise
agreement is payment of $750 million
dollars, as far as the members of
HPOPS are concerned.

See us online at
w w w.h p d r e ti r e d . c o m
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A Message from Stephen Rayne, President HPROA
If this paper does not reach you before the
meeting, I hope you had the opportunity
to attend the meeting.

Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

OVER 120 HPROA MEMBERS PER MONTHLY
MEETING!!!
That is the “average“
attendance for the last six (6) months.
Some of you “old heads” can remember
HPROA meetings much smaller. In May we
had over 160 members show up. Thanks
to the hard work, dedication and time
put into the HPROA by past and present
board members, committee members
and several groups of dedicated
volunteers, your HPROA has become
the association that retired police
officers WANT to become a part of! Our
membership has increased by almost
twenty new members every month during
the last six months.
Speaking of HPROA meetings and board
members, both will be important at our
August meeting. It is our Annual General
Membership meeting. That means two
important activities will occur during that
HPROA meeting. First, is the counting of the
ballots you sent in to elect the President and
half the Board of Directors of your HPROA.
The second important activity is a free
lunch for all our members in attendance
at the meeting. The eating of the meal,
provided by Hickory Hollow Restaurant, is
much more enjoyable than the counting
of the ballots, but not as important.

This year all but one of the current
board members, including myself,
decided to run for re-election. Al Blair
decided, do to health problems, not
to run for re-election to our board this
year. Al Blair has been a strong, steady
and conservative member of our
board for fourteen years and he will be
GREATLY missed. Thank you Al, for your
years of service to our organization!!
As you can see from the ballot, you
should have already received, and
hopefully returned to us, our current
Parliamentarian; Ed Aldridge is running
for election to be our Association
Treasurer. Nelson Zoch decided that
being Editor of the “Retired Badge” and
being Treasurer was too much for one
person. Nelson decided to relinquish the
Treasurer position and run for the board
position vacated by Al Blair. We always
encourage interested and dedicated
members of our organization to run for
these volunteer positions and welcome
their
participation.
Your
HPROA
currently has a good group of directors
who work well together and have some
fun doing it.
I want to thank Bob Schields for again
being our Nominating Committee
Chairman and E.J. Smith for being
our Election Committee Chairman.
Also, my thanks goes out to the
volunteers who helped stuff and
stamp the ballot envelopes at the
July meeting and helped count the
ballots at the August meeting.
In the past August editions of the “Retired
Badge” I always reported on our East
Texas Crockett Reunion. As you all know,
the Crockett Reunion was not held this
year. The number of HPROA members
living in the East Texas area and attending
the Crockett Reunion had been declining
for years. The HPROA had, in the past, put
on three reunions every year. They were
scheduled four (4) months apart.

Now that we will only have two (2)
reunions per year, the Board of Directors
decided to schedule them six (6) months
apart. The Hill Country Reunion will
continue to be held on the last Saturday
in October, but the Houston Reunion has
been moved to the last Saturday in April.
I want to mention two other items. First,
your Board of Directors does a mid-year
budget review every July at our monthly
Board meeting. The review contains
all financial transaction for the first six
months of the fiscal year. This year, as is
usually the case, we were slightly under
budget on some items and slightly over
budget on other items. Over all, our
finances are in order.
Second item of interest is your HPD
I.D. The department has decided, for
reasons unknown, to remove the large
white letters, on the front of all future
I.D.’s, that spell out “RETIRED”. There is a
statement on the back of the I.D. that
states you are a RETIRED officer but it is in
small print. Also, a reminder to all retirees
living outside of the Houston area.
Currently, the department requires you
to show up “IN PERSON “ to have your
picture taken when you renew your
HPD I.D. You cannot mail in a picture,
as in the past, when renewing your I.D.
You can renew your I.D. in the Retiree
office at the academy pistol range. The
department wants to be sure you are
actually alive when the I.D. is renewed.
Your HPROA is a family of volunteers who
work to keep our retired police family
informed and together. We will continue
to look out for our retirement benefits, get
needed information out to you as quickly
as possible and try to have some fun while
we do it. Come join us and get involved.

Steve
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For Members and Their Families
What would happen to
your retirement savings
if you needed long term
care???

For more
call:
Garland Cole
M.D. Beale

information,
512.327.3456
713.419.7455

7 out of 10 –
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are
likely to need long term care services. ¹
Long Term Care Pays –
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home,
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)

Address Change

Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve
you if we know where you are.

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252.
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
Houston Police Retired Officers Association
P.O. Box 130787 • Houston, Texas 77219
713-802-2967 • Toll Free 1-866-856-7252
www.hpdretired.com

Executive Officers
President
Stephen Rayne
1st Vice President
Matthew Potell
Treasurer
Nelson Zoch
Parliamentarian
Ed Aldridge

Executive Director
W.M. Bill Elkin
2nd Vice President
Medwin Beale
Secretary
Sue Gaines
Sergeant-At-Arms
Robert L. Crane

Attorney at Law

Executive Board
of Director
Jim Ashby
Bob Barnard
A.L. Blair
Jim St. John
Anthony Kivela
Steven Toth
Fred Walschburger

JAN RICH

Past President
Jack Miller
Office Secretary
Cathy Buckles
Webmaster
Jim Ashby

The Retired Badge is an official publication of the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association (HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors. However,
opinions expressed by individual Board members or any other contributor in this publication do not reflect the opinion of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA. Editorial submissions and other
items of interest from HPROA members are welcomed and encouraged.
COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE RETIRED BADGE ARE PAID FOR BY THE CONTRIBUTORS AND DO NOT IN ANY MANNER IMPLY AN ENDORSEMENT, WARRANTY, OR GUARANTEE BY THE HPROA.
EDITORIAL POLICY: The Retired Badge is published in September, November, January, March, May and July by the Houston Police Retired Officers Association. Materials submitted for purblication
are subject to review by the Board and to editing. All photographs will be returned if they have a self-addressed, stamped envelope included. Editorial content may be mailed to P.O. Box 2288,
Houston, Texas 77252-2288. Deadlines are the 15th of each month preceding the publication date.

Personal Injury
Probate & Wills
Estate Planning
1533 W. Alabama, Suite
100, Houston, TX 77006

832-654-0718

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION
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The Current History of Academy Class #20
Academy Class #20 graduated in 1960 with fifty-nine new
Officers, all of which are believed to have been male. As
usual, a number of them, believed to have been fifteen, did
not complete twenty years of service with HPD. Those were J.M
Herrera, D. DeLaTorre, F.L. Hallonquist, J.D. Jarboe, D.M. Pettit,
T,J. Karalis, K.L. Nixon, B.L. Roberts, D.H. Schlothauer, Q. Kirk, E.T.
Morgan, R.M. Huff, J.R. Eaves, R.W. Harris, H.K. Womack, R.Y.
Garcia, and K.B. McLeod. (17)
There were no LINE OF DUTY deaths from this class. Those that
served long enough to earn an HPOPS pension and have since
passed away, along with their years of service and year of
death are: Donald D. Baker, 20, 2008; Beryl C. Barrett, 29, 2016;
Ernest G. Bertram, 28, 2016; Donald M. Cook, 24, 2009; Melvin
Davis, 27, 1994; James C. Doyal, 20, 2015; W.G. Eickenhorst, 34,
2014; William K. Ford, 40, 2009; Jesse Foroi, 43, 2014; Wendell
N. Foster, 33, 2003; Harvey D. Gilbert, 29, 2001; John W. Haines,
28, 2016; James R. Harrison, 24, 2013; Thomas A. Light, 23, 2008;
John A. Long, 30, 1993; George L. Machac, 34, 2016; Howard M.
NcNutt, 20, 2010; McLoy Medlock, 22, 2014; Joe D. Oakes, 20,
2015; Buford W. Rushing, 24, 2009; Thaddeus J. Sanford, 23, 1986;
Howard M. White, 30, 2016; Joe R. Williams, 34, 2014 and Orville
A. Williams, 31, 2010. (24)
There was an Ottis Boykin in this class also. HPOPS records
indicate that he left HPD in 1963 and passed away in 1965. It is
unknown under what circumstances this might have been.
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This was possibly a medical retirement, but I was unable to learn
more information about this man. Also, there were three Officers
that served at least twenty years and passed away while still
active at HPD. Those were Raymond D. Edwards, 24, 1984; Ernie
E. Ellis, 39, 1999; and David C. Francis, 23, 1983.
Those that earned their pension and are still living today are,
along with their years of service and retirement date: Marvin W.
Cargill, 31, 1991; Jack E. Collins, 24, 1984; Glasier Crawford, 20,
1979; Joseph C. Evans, 21, 1981; James W. Fretty, 21, 1981; Owen
L. Glover, 36, 1996; William E. Kay, 29, 1989; Jesse R. King, 31,
1991; Billy F. Lilley, 41, 2001; Charles G. Malone, 21, 1981; Walton
N. Miller, 30, 1990; Benjamin W. Norman, 56, 2016; William J.
Wehr, 21, 1981, and David N. White, 20, 1979.
Yes, Ben Norman retiring in 2016 is not a misprint. Ben served HPD
for fifty-six years, very probably a record never to be broken.
He was definitely the last man standing at HPD from this class.
However, it should be noted that Jesse Foroi, 43 years, Billy Lilley,
41 years, and Bill Ford, 40 years, also served for an exceptionally
long period on HPD. Twelve other members of this class served
over thirty years.
May the Good Lord continue to bless all of these Officers and
their families.
Nelson Zoch
July 16, 2017

City of Houston Human Resources
Insurance Department Contact Numbers
HPROA Board Member Steve Toth has provided the below contact numbers for HPROA members who might have questions
regarding their health insurance.

Contact Phone Numbers for Retirees (Benefits)

CIGNA at City of Houston

A-F Maribel Gomez 832.393.6101
G-M Alicia Solis		
832.393.6102
N-Z Kemp Lenued
832.393.6103
Front Desk:			
832.393.6000, Option #4
Email Address: retireebenefits@cityofhouston.gov

A-F LaKeith Johnson
G-L Maria Rodriguez
M-R Ivan Flake		
S-Z Sylvia M		
MyCigna.com

Dental through City of Houston
Dwayne Cook		
832.393.6157

Life Insurance at City of Houston
Elizabeth Rodriguez
832.393.6114

832.393.6192
832.393.6193
832.393.6191
832.393.6194
800.997.1406
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James “Jim” Goodman
When I began to write this piece
concerning an exceptional person, I
soon found that there was more to the
story.
Nelson Zoch, Nelson Foehner,
Forrest Turbeville, and Delvin Kendrick
came to the rescue.
Most people have someone special in
their life who stands apart from others. I
am not talking spouse, child, or parent,
but someone you worked with, knew
from church, childhood or even served
in the military with. I always think of
an uncle. I called him Uncle “B”. His
last name was Dauzat, married to my
mother’s sister Sybil. He was a big man,
a logger by trade. He was 100% Cajun.
He spoke it and lived it. I admired
everything about this man.
Time passed, I came to Houston and the
Houston Police Dept. in 1958. In 1965 I was
promoted to Seargent working evenings
in the Accident Division. We only had two
lieutenants then, one days and one who
covered evenings and nights. The day
lieutenant was Carlos Mince, the latter
was James Goodman. I did not care for
Lieutenant Goodman. He was quiet, all
business, and to the point. He had no
time to jack-jaw as we referred to passing
the time or b---s---.
Finally he was gone and another
lieutenant arrived. That was Goebel
Rowell. Everyone liked him immediately.
He was a man’s man. A good policeman
and a hard worker. He enjoyed jackjawing. He was ex-Navy. Then he was
promoted and transferred. Soon after
in 1972, I was promoted to Lieutenant
and assigned to the Traffic Enforcement
Division.
Rowell was Captain and
Goodman was dayshift lieutenant. I was
sent evenings. We had no night shift. I
knew very few people in that division but
soon learned to depend on the day shift
lieutenant for guidance.
That was the one I didn’t care for at first
meeting. As I matured and worked with
him, I became aware that this man was
cut from a different cloth.

No, he did not sit around shooting the
bull, but knew his job and did it well.
Jim, as we called him, had an eye for
detail. He was the division detail man
and everyone paid attention. Jim was
a devout Christian, Lutheran. He was
dedicated to his church and family. He
gave of his time and talent. Jim was a
jack of all trades as often stated. He
could fix anything and often did.
He was born on July 4, 1922 in Close,
Texas, Grimes County. He married a girl
from Minnesota and fell in love with her
and her state. He loved to vacation in
Minnesota. But being a Texas boy, he
would come home. He was looking for
a job and heard that the Houston Police
Department was hiring. He applied, no
academy then. He was told to go home
and wait for an opening. Not long after
he received a call in February, 1946 and
told to report and bring a gun. He had
none. He told me he had a neighbor
who had an old .38 so he borrowed it.
No holster, so he put it in his pocket and
reported. He later bought his own pistol.
The rest is history. He learned on the job.
He learned well. When Jim finally opened
up, I loved to hear his war stories and his
time at HPD. Soon after I had reported to
Enforcement, Jim asked me to join him as
a board member of the Houston Police
Burial Fund Association. I declined. Jim
was very serious about the Burial Fund
which was formed in the 1920’s to assist in
the burial of fallen officers without funds.
He told me stories about family members
without decent clothes to attend
funerals, much less pay for burials. Finally,
I relented and joined as a board member
for the next 25 years. I watched Jim as he
served as Secretary-Treasurer of the Fund.
He did everything the old way. He had
3x5 cards for every member. He noted
every payment, every detail. All went into
his trusty old file cabinet. He used an old
manual typewriter and adding machine
with tape. He was a stickler for detail.

He attended every graduating class of
cadets and thought he was a failure if
he did not have 100% participation. He
usually did. I attended several classes
and learned quickly to step aside and
let Jim do his thing. He never pushed.
He simply explained as only he could
and folks just signed up.
Finally in
February 1981 after serving 35 years, Jim
retired from HPD but not from the Burial
Fund. I continued working with Jim until
I retired in 2002.
I can still see Jim standing in the hallway
at 1200 Travis working with Matt Perales
and Mike Newsome.
He was very
punctual, never hesitating to respond
to a request from the officers. Jim had
worked with family assistance officers Jim
Hudson, Tony Biamonte, Dalton Baskin
and others. All had only positive things
to say about Jim. Finally, Jim left the
Burial Fund position after serving 36 years
on that Board to enjoy true retirement.
Throughout his service years at HPD Jim
served on the Houston Police Federal
Credit Union for 33 years. He also served
over 4 years as a director with the Houston
Police Pension System.
On April 17, 2017, I received the call
that Elna Lucille, his wife of 71 years had
passed away on Sunday, April 16, 2017,
Easter. The viewing was scheduled for
Tuesday, April 18, 2017. Then the second
call, two days later, Jim had joined
Elna. I spoke to James, Jim’s son, at the
service on Wednesday, April 19, 2017.
James said he was strongly convinced
that Jim, who had some heart issues,
continued to live to care for his beloved
Elna. She was 91, Jim was 95. What a
love story. What a great man. I’ll miss
Jim, but I know he’s happy with his
Minnesota girl he had met and married
in 1945 after his service in Europe.

Continues on Page 7
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From the Entertainment Committee
Hello Retirees and friends.
Hope
everyone is keeping cool one way
or another. These temperatures we
have do not allow us to do too much
outdoors, but for a couple of hours.
If you are working on any outside
projects, be sure and take frequent
breaks and drink plenty of water to
keep hydrated. We all need to be
aware - ALL AGES!!!!
Well, before we know it, our next
reunion will be here.
It is our
Fredericksburg Reunion on October
28, 2017. It again will be at The Pioneer
Pavilion at Lady Bird Johnson Park.
The Reunion is from 10A - 2P and the
cost is $10 per person. As always, it will
be hosted by Lamar and Dee Kimble.

I hope most of you have made
your reservations. If you have been
thinking about it and have not done
so, do not hesitate any longer, make
your reservations.
You have an
option to stay at the RV Park located
at Lady Bird Johnson Park as well. For
reservations call 830-997-4202.
As
mentioned in the past, Fredericksburg
has quite a few hotels, but they do get
filled up at this time of year that we
have our Reunion due to fall weather
and Halloween season.
Again we are looking for items for our
Silent Auction.

If you, or any family member, have
any items that you no longer need
around the house and are still in
good condition, donate them so
we may have a successful auction.
These items can be brought with you
on the day of The Reunion, October
28th. If you do not plan on attending
and have items to donate, perhaps
you can drop them off at one of our
HPROA meetings. Please ,we need
your help. All proceeds from the Silent
Auction go to Family Assistance and
the Surviving Spouses Luncheon.
Hope to see you at our next monthly
meeting or Fredericksburg Reunion!
Rosalie and Matthew Potell
Entertainment Committee

Continues from Page 6
He served his country by joining
the United States Army on October
16, 1940. It should be noted that
he joined over a year before Pearl
Harbor. He served his country for
five years and two months and was
combat wounded twice – on June
14, 1944 (eight days after D Day) and
again on July 27, 1944. Jim told Nelson
Zoch he was part of the second wave
of the invasion into Normandy, that
being on June 7, 1944.

The day after D Day, the first time he
was wounded by friendly fire – the
artillery coordinates were slightly off.
He received shrapnel in an arm and
this wound became infected. After
treatment he returned where he
was wounded for the second time.
This time in St. Lo, France, where he
was again struck by shrapnel, this
time in the head, being knocked
unconscious for over 24 hours.

For his brave service, Jim was awarded
the Purple Heart, the Oak Leaf Cluster,
and the Silver Star. He was honorably
discharged on December 10, 1945.
As I stated earlier, we all have someone
special in our hearts. Jim Goodman is
one of those very special people.

Till next time,
EJ

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this
newspaper. Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.

8

The Retired Badge August - September 2017 Edition

HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

Call
Alan Helfman
4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801
RiverOaksChrysler.com

HELFMAN

DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

HELFMAN
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN

FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI

Houston’s #1
Volume Dealer!

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com
713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT

FIAT • MASERATI

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award

2012 • 2013 • 2014

713-533-6100
11819 Southwest
Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiat.com
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com
Open Mon - Sat

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.
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Building Relationships that Last Generations

Integrated Tax
and Wealth
Management
Services in
harmony with
life.

Did your wealth management advisor
ask to see your most recent tax return?
At Molen & Associates, the tax team works in tandem with the
wealth management team to harmonize your tax return and your
wealth management strategies.

281‐440‐6279
11555 Champion Forest Drive
Houston, TX 77066
www.molentax.com

Securi�es oﬀered through 1st Global Capital Corp., Member FINRA, SIPC
Investment advisory services oﬀered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc.

Best Definition of Obamacare
Is there a single soul who is surprised that an Engineer
came up with this 10,535 pages reduced to 4 sentences?
A Great summary by a Notre Dame University engineer..
Here are the 10,535 pages of ObamaCare condensed to
4 simple sentences. As humorous as it sounds.....every last
word is absolutely TRUE!
1. In order to insure the uninsured, we first have to un-insure
the insured.

2. Next, we require the newly un-insured to be re-insured.
3. To re-insure the newly un-insured, they are required to
pay extra charges to be re-insured.
4. The extra charges are required so that the original
insured, who became un-insured, and then became reinsured, can pay enough extra so that the original uninsured can be insured, so it will be ‘free-of-charge’ to
them.
This, ladies and gentlemen, is called “redistribution of
wealth” or, by its more common name, “SOCIALISM”......
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This article will be how history taught
me about family stories I had never
heard about. How some names and
associates described family living
conditions occurring over a hundred
and fifty years ago? What got me
started on this was my Sunday school
teachers’ last name being Rosser.
This name appeared in a book I was
reading “Killing Lincoln by Bill O’Reilly”
and this happened to be a relative of
my teacher. The story also mentioned
the name “Chatham”, which was my
Mothers’ maiden name. This got old
Henry’s warped brain working on the
history and genealogy connection.
Old cops are always interested in
how good people go bad so hang in
there-this is my story.
First of all we are going back to the
year of 1865. Things are not going
well with General Robert E. Lee and
what is left of the Confederated
Army. General Lee is attempting to
move his small army from Virginia to
North Carolina to replenish his supplies
and rest his men before General
Ulysses S, Grant can intercept the
Confederates. Lee’s army has been
playing hide and seek with Grant for
several days. Lees’ army is almost out
of ammo and have not eaten in five
days, but they still were able to fight
when cornered. The North, or Union,
is tired of this war and making strong
protest for Lincoln to end it. Lincoln
is pressuring Grant to force the South
into submission by capturing Lee
and having him sign a surrendering
document. Lincoln has even offered
very lenient surrender terms. “Turn in
your rifles and go home”.
General Lee was finally forced out
of Petersburg when the Union dug
tunnels under the Confederates and
blew their big guns up. This resulted
in killing hundreds of General Lee’s
army.
My Great Grandfather lost
his left eye at Petersburg and was
wounded three times but was still
able to fight.

General Lee started moving his army
toward Richmond but found out it
had been captured so he moved
his army toward North Carolina.
There
were
several
locations
where Confederate supplies were
supposed to be hidden but each
location had been pilfered and Lee
had to keep marching.
One location selected to rest Lees’
Army was at my Great, Great
Grandfathers’ farm, which
was
located in Virginia.
This was the
Chatham farm. The family had a
limited supply of food to spare and
only for the night as General Grant
kept his Calvary attacking the rear of
Lee’s army supply wagons. Lee’s only
offensive source was his Confederate
Calvary unit, under General Thomas
Lafayette Rosser, who had resigned
from West Point to join General Lee’s
Confederated Army as a Lieutenant.
His roommate, at the point, was
George Armstrong Custer, who was
now leading the Union Army Calvary
unit.
Reading the above story I
found that the Calvary and infantry
did not get along. The Calvary unit
thought they could do anything and
everything while the Infantry hid in
their fox holes. You old military folks
find that saying favorable.
Near a village at Appomattox,
General Lee received information
that General Grant’s army now had
the Confederate Army surrounded.
General Lee had no supplies and
no ammunition. He called his staff
to discuss terms of surrendering.
The staff agreed surrender was best
for their remaining 8,000 soldiers.
General Lee and staff rode into the
encampment of General Grant to
discuss the terms of surrender but
General Grant was not there.

After several hours waiting while
the Union Army was making ready
to attack the Confederate Army,
General Grant showed up. He had
been sick with a migraine headache.
My Great Grandfather, C.A. Pressley
of Company B, 18th South Carolina
infantry was at Appomattox and
watching the Union Army making
ready to attack them when his
Sergeant told his squad if they were
attacked “it would be everyman
for themselves”.
Thank GOD
General Grant arrived before this
happen. President Lincoln’s terms
for surrendering were followed.
-“The Confederate Army turned in
their arms and went home”-there
would be no punishment. He also
told General Grant to tell the soldiers
“let’s rebuild the nation together”.
This occurred April 9, 1865.
I know this article was not part of my
Houston Police experiences but it
described interesting times and things
that occurred a hundred and fifty
years ago that probably explains how I
happen to be where I am at today.
GOD Bless you and GOD Bless America
Henry Pressley

Till next time,
E.J.
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August, September, and October 2017
Thursday, August 3, 2017
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, August 10, 2017
HPOPS Board Meeting
NOTE: AUGUST 10TH MEETING IS ELECTION DAY AT
HPROA. COMPLIMENTARY CATERED MEAL TO FOLLOW
AFTER ELECTION RESULTS ARE ANNOUNCED.
Thursday, September 7, 2017
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, September 14, 2017
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, September 14, 2017
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
Thursday, October 5, 2017
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, October 12, 2017
HPOPS Board Meeting
Thursday, October 12, 2017
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
NOTE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2017-SAVE THE DATE
FOR THE ANNUAL HILL COUNTRY REUNION AT LADY
BIRD PARK IN FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS.

This and That
It’s 7:00 a.m. and I am driving west on FM 1488 toward
Magnolia heading to Tomball from I-45. The speed limit
here is posted 50. I am at 60 praying not to be run over
by folks late for their funeral. Delores and I moved out this
way 20 years ago. It was woods and just plain country.
Now it’s 1960 and growing. But that’s ok. All that means
progress and taxes and secure pensions.
Don’t say it, I know. Nothing is forever. Sure was good
while it lasted. Anyway, back to driving in the fast lane.
Have you ever seen so many fine cars?
I am seeing kids running by me at Mach II in cars and
trucks that put me in the Model T class. They all have
bad hearing I guess, because their radios are up real
high. My “good time,” that’s a radio for you rookies, is
on low with country playing. You know Earnest Tubb and
the Texas Troubadours. There you go laughing again,
but I’ll bet you can still two step to “Walking the Floor
Over You.” Now that’s country.

Some of this noise the kids are blaring I cannot even
understand, but they do. You can see their lips moving
and hands waving in the air. I guess it’s ok, but I will stick
to country.
I can understand the words. Well, all this fast driving,
good music and people watching has taken me to
Tomball. You know, the friendliest city in Texas where
folks motion with their finger that you are number “1” if
you cut in front of them without signaling. Most vehicles
now-a-days have no signals as you have probably
noticed. They are never used. Anyway, enough of all
that. I need to run into the groomers to pick up my friend
dog Beau. See you at the next HPROA meeting.
P.S. When you see Roger Dickson at the meeting, ask
him about his grand dog.
Till next time,
EJ
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On May 21, 1971, a tragic event
occurred that impacted the lives
of so many families. In a big city like
Houston, tragedies occurred much
too often and as Houston police
officers, we dealt with these tragedies
on a daily basis. Crimes often have a
lasting effect on the victim and their
families. Police officers seldom have
a later opportunity to talk with the
victims or their families, who were
impacted
by the tragedies that
occurred earlier in their lives.
Over 46 years ago Mary Kathleen
“Kathy” MacDonald was brutally
murdered during an armed robbery
of the Kroger store in the River Oaks
Shopping Center. At the time of the
robbery/murder, Mrs. MacDonald
was only 26 years old and happily
married. Her husband was Kenneth
MacDonald and they had a four
month old son and a four year old
daughter. Her son Kenneth “Ken”
MacDonald was named after his
father and her daughter is Kimberly
“Kim”
MacDonald
Kammerer.
Because the children lost their mother
at such a young age, they had many
unanswered questions about the
event that took her away from them
and about what happened to the
man who was responsible.

Kim, though only four years old,
remembers the day her mother was
shot and the events that occurred
shortly before the robbery. Kim said
Mrs. MacDonald was not scheduled
to work that morning, but she needed
to pick something up at the store. Kim
wanted to go with her mother, but
had stepped on a thorn while going
to the car. Kim’s father made her stay
home so he could care for her foot.
Because Kim had hurt her foot, she
was not in the store during this brazen
robbery and shooting.

However Kim’s daughter Madison
came with her mother to meet and talk
with the men who arrested the suspect
that took her grandmother’s life.

Mrs. MacDonald’s family was not the
only family that suffered at the hands
of a ruthless killer. The store’s manager
Bill Johnson was shot in the chest,
with the bullet barely missing his heart
by less than an inch. He went to the
hospital where he was fighting for his
life, as his family prayed. Janet Dean,
a twenty year old co-worker of Mrs.
MacDonald, was shot in the back
during the robbery and would be
paralyzed and confined to a wheel
chair for the rest of her life. There were
many families and friends grieving
for their loved ones on this fatal day.
Even Kim’s children were impacted
by this tragic event and they would
never know their grandmother.

Continues on Page 13
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Many years after her mother’s death,
Kim met Catherine “Cathy” Motley
Richards in a phycology class at
Blinn Junior College, in Brenham,
Texas. They ended up sitting next
to each other in class and became
best friends. Through the years, they
remained friends and often talked
about the murder of Kim’s mother.
Kim had so many questions about
what happened that day and they
talked often about the murder.
Cathy would later become a Houston
police officer and their friendship
continued. Because Kim lived in
Dallas, Cathy assumed the robbery/
murder occurred in Dallas and it wasn’t
until recently that Cathy learned the
robbery occurred in Houston. Cathy is
currently a lieutenant in the Robbery
Division and she decided to look for
the answers to some of the questions
that have haunted Kim during the
past 46 years.
When Cathy was assigned to the
Major Offenders Division, she worked
with retired sergeant Ben Norman.
She never knew, until recently, Ben
had a lot of the answers to the
questions that haunted Kim. Back in
1971, Ben had made the call to the
Kroger store where Mrs. MacDonald
was killed and he arrested the suspect
responsible for Mrs. MacDonald’s
murder. As Cathy sought the answers
to Kim’s questions, she learned that
retired sergeant Willie Joe Kovar
and Detective Anthony “Tony” M.
Baiamonte (deceased) investigated
the scene of the robbery/murder.
Cathy wanted to talk to Ben and
Willie Joe to see what they might
remember about the case.
During Rick Rekieta’s retirement party,
I told a story about the time Willie
Joe and Rick went to Galveston on
an investigation, shortly after Rick’s
promotion to detective.

After the presentation, Cathy
approached and asked if I
remembered the 1971, robbery of
the Kroger Store in the River Oaks
Shopping Center. It was a robbery
that I remembered well since I
assisted Ben and retired police
officer James “JB” Haney in the
arrest of the suspect.
One discussion led to another
and Cathy arranged a meeting
at Hickory Hollow Restaurant on
Heights Boulevard for the three
retired officers to meet with the
victim’s
family.
The
meeting
occurred on Tuesday, June 20, 2017,
and was a very moving experience
for the family and the retired officers.
Kim brought her brother, husband
and daughter to meet with three
of the officers who arrested the
suspect that killed her mother. A
special thanks to Kim’s husband
Scott Kammerer, who took several
pictures of our meeting with the
son, daughter and granddaughter
of Kathy MacDonald.

Cathy’s friend Kim and her brother
Ken had many questions for the
three retired police officers. For
their entire lives, they had hoped
to get some answers regarding the
death of their mother and now the
day had come. Although Kim had
memories of her mom, Ken had no
true memory other than pictures of
his mother. The stories I heard that
day were extremely interesting
and I decided to share the story of
this investigation with our readers.
The robbery/murder occurred on
May 21, 1971, and from reminiscing
with Ben, we both were working
day shift tact, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m. On that day, we were both
riding one-man units and we
still remember the dispatcher’s
general broadcast of a silent
holdup alarm.

Continues on Page 14
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Dispatcher: “Any unit clear to make
a silent alarm of the Kroger store at
1956 West Gray?”
Ben: “5T37, I am close, hold me out
to that location.”
Dispatcher: “Shots fired at 1956 West
Gray, any unit available to check
by with 5T37?”
The location and people working
in that store were familiar to me,
since I worked in that very Kroger
store during my senior year in high
school, from November of 1964,
until July of 1965. When I worked
for Kroger Bill Johnson was the
store manager and a great guy
to work. When I applied for the
Houston Police Department, Mr.
Johnson gave me a very favorable
recommendation.
When
the
robbery/shooting
occurred,
Mr. Johnson was on duty at the
front of the store. Although I was
not close to the store, I knew
several of the employees and
was listening to the dispatcher’s
broadcast. When I heard “Shots
fired”, I headed to the store.
On that day, JB was off duty
wearing his police uniform getting
ready to go to work. He was in his
personal truck when he heard the
broadcast on his police scanner.
JB was closer to the store than
Ben and I, but had no way of
notifying the dispatcher he was
checking by. JB arrived at the
store just as the shooter came
running out with a .45 automatic
in one hand and a box of money
in the other. JB never saw the
second suspect, but he went after
the robber. He caught up with
the robber in the neighborhood
north of the shopping center and
commanded him to drop his gun.
Instead of complying, the suspect
threw the box of money down
and continued running.

JB picked up the box of money, put it
in his truck and pursued the suspect.
As JB chased the suspect, Ben arrived
and workers on the roof pointed
out where the suspect had ran. Ben
started in that direction and saw JB
in uniform just as the robber ran into
a house. I arrived at about this time
and was directed by the workers to
the area where Ben and JB were
about to enter the house. I drove to
the location the workers pointed out
and ran to the back of the house.
While we had the house surrounded,
the suspect came out the front door
without his shirt and his hands raised.
Ben searched and handcuffed him
before putting him in the backseat
of a police car. We didn’t know at
the time of arrest that three store
employees were critically wounded.
Shortly after the arrest of the suspect,
a lady came running out of the house
and was almost hysterical. She told
us the suspect forced his way into her
home with a gun and threw some
money on the bed telling her she
could have it. She said the suspect
saw the police outside and he went
outside to surrender.

After talking with the lady, Ben
and JB went inside the house and
recovered the money from on top of
the bed and they found the robber’s
empty .45 automatic under the
bed. We later learned the suspect
had emptied his gun, shooting three
victims and attempting to shoot a
fourth employee. The employees
were shot because they could not
open the store safe, which was on a
15 minute time delay.
While we were arresting the suspect
some other uniformed officers went
to the store. Ben remembered one
of these officers telling him that
Mrs. MacDonald was in very critical
condition when they loaded her in the
ambulance. The officer told Ben Mrs.
MacDonald said, “I am not afraid to
die, I will go to be with Jesus.” Kim’s
dad told her he had heard the same
thing from one of the store employees
back at the time of his wife’s death.
If one of our readers made the scene
before Mrs. MacDonald was loaded in
the ambulance, please contact me,
the family would love to talk with you.

Continues on Page 15
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After three victims of the shooting were
transported to the hospital. Several
witnesses gave their accounts of what
they saw and heard to detectives
Kovar and Baiamonte. A young male
told investigators he observed Armond
Outley Jr. and Donald Lee Pinson in a
1968 Pontiac arrive at the store. The
youth knew both suspects by name
and he described the car they were
in. Later police recovered the car not
too far from the store, it had been
reported stolen. The witness said he
saw Pinson and Outley go in the front
door of the store and shortly after they
entered the store, he heard gunfire.
When Pinson and Outley came into
the store, a customer was on the pay
phone. The customer told detectives
they grabbed him and the second
suspect (Outley) took him outside
on the east side of the store. The
customer only had change on him
and the second suspect became
angry. The customer told detectives
he was struck over the head with the
gun and it discharged. It was unknown
where Outley went after taking the
customer’s change and hitting him
with his pistol. He may have fled in
the stolen get-a-way vehicle, which
would explain why Pinson was running
from the store when JB arrived.
While this was happening outside the
store, Bill Johnson, the store manager,
was standing by the courtesy booth.
Witnesses said Pinson was wearing a
straw cowboy hat and he forced Mr.
Johnson to go into the courtesy booth
at gunpoint. Kathy MacDonald and
Janet Dean were inside the courtesy
booth and Pinson demanded Mrs.
MacDonald give him all the money.
Mrs. MacDonald placed all the
courtesy booth money in a box and
gave it to Pinson.

After getting all the money from the
courtesy booth, he pointed the gun
at her and said he wanted all the
money and demanded she open the
safe. Mrs. MacDonald told Pinson she
could not open the safe. Mr. Johnson
tried to explain the safe had a 15
minute time delay and no one could
open it until after 15 minutes had
passed. Pinson became extremely
mad and yelled for everyone to get
out of the courtesy booth. He then
directed everyone to stand in the front
of the store. Pinson said, “ I guess I will
have to kill all of you.” and he started
shooting. He emptied his gun trying to
kill as many people as he could and
then he ran out of the store with the
box of money.
Mr. Johnson was shot in the chest with
the bullet barely missing his heart. Mrs.
MacDonlad was shot in the neck and
Mrs. Dean was shot in the back. Pinson
tried to shoot Mr. Langford, a fourth
employee, but the bullet missed and
hit the door.

Mrs. Dean was only 20 years old and
she was left paralyzed in a wheel chair
for the rest of her life. Mr. Johnson had
a very long road to recovery and Mrs.
MacDonald died in the hospital on
May 23, 1971.
After Pinson’s arrest he confessed to
robbing the store and told detectives
about another murder he committed
before this robbery. Because Mrs.
MacDonald died from the gunshot
wound to her neck, Pinson was
charged with capital murder in the
182nd District Court. Assistant District
Attorney Mike Hinton prosecuted the
case with Assistant District Attorney
Don Lambright. Pinson received the
death penalty, but the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled Texas’s death penalty
to be unconstitutional and Pinson’s
sentence was converted to life in
prison. Mike Hinton remembered the
case very well and said he used to
see Mrs. Dean in her wheel chair from
time to time through the years.

Continues on Page 21
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
SEPT

AUG
1, 1947		
1, 1998		
2, 1986		
3, 1934		
3, 1945		
4, 1956		
4, 1953
8, 1930		
8, 1964		
10, 1961
10, 1952
10, 1942
11, 1967
12, 1978
12, 1991
12th		
14, 1932
16th		
16th		

Robert W. McClemore
Donna & Steve Benavides
C.W. & Lena “Dee” Meyer
K.C. Ross
Steve Benavides
Arden & Patricia Lynch
Vickie Rayne
Wilton J. “Bill” Fish
Georgia & D.A. Gibson
Carolyn & Bob Foster
Jackie Powers
Lena “Dee” Meyer
Joy & David Riggs
Linda & Don Morton
Susan & Clarence Hightower
Pat McMenemy
Paul Artz
Weldon Tiedt
Lil Tiedt

16, 1949
16, 1986
19, 1946
19, 1965
20, 1954
22nd		
22, 1953
22, 1964
23, 1985
31, 1991

William L. “Bill” Panzer
Vickie and Steve Rayne
John R. Stelwagen
James D. & Linda Ponder
Sue & Ike Shelburne
Barbara Cotten
Pat & Guy McMenemy
Jerry & Carole Ann DeFoor
George & Jackie Powers
James Rick & Sue B. Walker

1, 1963		
2, 1964
2, 1951		
4, 1954		
5th		
7, 1957		
12, 1943
17, 1942
19th		
19, 1964
22, 1958
24th		
25, 1945
26, 1946
27. 1950
27, 1958
29, 1962
29th		

E.W. & Celia Godfrey
Kay & Don Easterling
Elizabeth & J.O. Parker
Judy & Lloyd Smith
C.J. & Conny Klausner
Anthony & Antoinette Vento
Bill K. Morgan
Allen Tharling
Jo DeFoor
Phil & Margie Frank
Ken Hilleman
Kay Aldridge
Stephen Vaeza
Joyce & Dave Hadley
Janice Fish
Barbara & Charles O. Ford
Eveonne & William Sanders
Barbara S. Ford

(713) 628-6086
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Star * Dot * Star Computer Consulting
(In business since 1992)

Computer Repairs, Malware and Virus removal
Networking and Printer install, Data Recovery and more!

Ed Cuccia

713.974.0074
edcuccia@star-dot-star.biz
www.star-dot-star.biz
HPD RETIRED Class of 78 		

Don’t trust your computer to a stranger!

FOR SALE
One Cemetery lot at:
Brookside Cemetery
Eastex/Lauder Rd. Sec. 44, Lot 69
Going price $4,095, will sell for $2,800.
• Nelson Zoch, 281-543-6256. •
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May 17, 1967

Louis Kuba, a 34-Day Officer, Takes Fatal
Bullet in Violent ‘67 TSU Campus Rioting
By Nelson Zoch
Louis Raymond Kuba was born on
March 12, 1942 in Schwertner, Texas.
His family moved to Nada, Texas.
After graduating from Garwood
High School in 1962, he served his
country honorably for three years
in the United States Army. He joined
the Houston Police Department on
December 27, 1966, in Police Cadet
Class No. 34, graduating on April
14, 1967. His first assignment was to
Radio Patrol Night Shift.
In May 1967, an atmosphere of
racial unrest existed in the Houston
area,
particularly
around
the
campus of the predominately
African-American Texas Southern
University.
Demonstrations
were
held on May 15 and 16 at TSU, at
the Holmes Road city dump (over
a long promised incinerator) and at
Northwood Junior High School on
Homestead Road (over false rumors
of an African American juvenile
being shot by a white man).
On Tuesday, May 16, Criminal
Intelligence Division Officers R. G.
“Bobby” Blaylock and James O.
“Bo” Norris were among many CID
officers assigned to monitor these
demonstrations. On this date, twentynine people were arrested for illegally
demonstrating at the Holmes Road
site. CID Officers A. L. Blair and C. F.
Howard had received information
regarding large amounts of weapons
being brought onto the TSU campus.
Intelligence also revealed that there
were members of the Student NonViolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) who were agitating students
on campus.

Blaylock and Norris were assigned
to monitor this activity on the TSU
campus. There were numerous
uniformed marked units in the area
and CID Officers Blaylock, Norris,
Blair, Howard and others were
monitoring the activity.
At approximately 10:30 p.m. an
individual named Charles Freeman
began agitating a large crowd of
students near the Student Activities
Building. Then, a large watermelon
was thrown onto the hood of a
police car by an individual identified
as Douglas Wayne Waller. At this
time, Waller was arrested and found
to be carrying a pistol. Leaders
identified as Charles Freeman, Floyd
Henry Nichols, Trazawell Franklin and
John Parker continued agitating
the crowd over the alleged Scenic
Woods shooting. The crowd was
going along with their prompting
as some people threw rocks and
bottles at the officers.
Unfortunately,
the
violence
escalated.
Shots
were
heard
coming from the nearby men’s
dormitory. The gunfire continued
and Officer Bobby Blaylock was hit
in the left buttock. He was removed
from the scene and taken to Ben
Taub General Hospital.
There were now several hundred
Houston police officers in and
around the TSU campus. Confusion
and chaos reigned as shots
continued from the upper floors of
the dormitory in question. Police
Chief Herman Short arrived to direct
the police operation. Black leaders
were summoned to help keep the
situation from worsening.

However, as they attempted to
speak to the riotous crowd, they
were turned back by a hail of
gunfire in their direction. They were
never able to negotiate.
At 2:20 a.m., a group of officers were
near the northwest corner of the
University Center, lined up along a wall
awaiting directions from supervisors at
the scene. Chief Short, like all of the
other officers, took cover wherever
possible. The chief directed officers
to fire only when fired upon and only
above the building or directly at a
known source of the gunfire.
Reporters Charley Schneider of The
Houston Post and Nick Gearhardt
of KHOU-TV (Channel 11), were with
this group of officers. Schneider said
that there were two officers and a TV
newsman in front of him. He said that
Officer Louis Kuba was directly behind
him with his hand on Schneider’s
shoulder. Heavy fire continued from
the dorm and Schneider suddenly felt
Kuba’s hand become limp. Turning,
he saw the officer slumping backward
into Gearhardt’s outstretched arms,
an expressionless look on his face
and blood pouring from his forehead.
Schneider reported in a Post article the
following day, “There was no riot at TSU.
It was war.”
An ambulance rushed the wounded
officer to Ben Taub General Hospital. He
died at 8:38 a.m. from a bullet wound
above his right eye. Quiet, easy-going,
even-tempered, Officer Louis Raymond
Kuba, only thirty-four days out of Class
No. 34, was only twenty-five.

Continues on Page 20
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Need hearing aids?
Does your Cigna® card look like this?
If so, CALL TODAY!

No Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee!

myCigna.com

City of Houston Employees,
Retirees & Spouses!
Administered by Cigna Health and Life Insurance Co.
Coverage Effective Date: 01/01/2015

Group: 0000000
ID:
0000000
Name: John Doe

PCP Visit:
Specialist:
Hospital ER:
Urgent Care:

Network Coinsurance:

In:

Network Savings Program

That’s Right...

If you have Cigna insurance you are eligible for the best pricing
available. Some Cigna plans even cover the full cost of hearing aids!

Miracle-Ear ® understands how confusing it can be to navigate health insurance, that’s why when you come
in for your free appointment our friendly staff will check your benefits for you!
Even if you don’t have Cigna, many other plans including plans through: Airline Companies, Aetna, Anthem BCBS,
BCBS, Blue Cross and Blue Shield Federal plan, Coventry, Mail Handlers… and many others also offer hearing aid coverage!

Call for an appointment
at one of our convenient
Houston area locations:

281-201-1699

Baytown • 1109 W Baker Rd, Ste C
Conroe/The Woodlands • 8000 SH 242
Katy • 1575 W. Grand Pkwy S.
Kingwood • 1202 Kingwood Dr.
League City • 184 Gulf Freeway S.

Memorial City • 833 Frostwood Dr.
Meyerland • 9953 S. Post Oak Rd.
Sugar Land • 15910 Lexington Blvd.
Willowbrook • 17284 Tomball Pkwy.

Visit us online: www.Miracle-Ear-Houston.com

Promo Code: 39TO2017

Cigna Ad Houston Police Assoc. V2 BW 10-07-2016.indd 1

10/7/16 11:26 AM

Chrysler • Jeep • Dodge • Ram

Call President Alan Helfman

President Alan Helfman
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He was survived by his wife, Patricia,
who was seven months pregnant
at the time. Other survivors were his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Kuba of
Altair; grandparents Mr. and Mrs.
Martinka of Granger; father- and
mother-in-law Mr. and Mrs. James
Bartlett of Houston; four sisters, Mrs.
Henrietta Decker of Anto, Texas, Mrs.
Mildred Squyres of Houston, Mrs. Rita
Gravonic of Boling, Texas, and Miss
Helen Kuba of Altair; and five brothers,
Teddy Kuba of Garwood, Rudy Kuba
of Beasley, Milton Kuba, a soldier in
the U. S. Army, and Norbert and Andy
Kuba of Altair.
A Bible Vigil service was held at 8 p.m.
Thursday, May 18, at the Forest Park
Lawndale Chapel. Funeral services
were conducted at the St. Christopher
Catholic Church at 8150 Park Place at
10 a.m. Friday, May 19. Burial followed
in the Garden of Gethsemane Section
of Forest Park Lawndale Cemetery.
Eventually, the shooting stopped and
mass arrests were made. The record
shows that 489 people were handled
by local law enforcement agencies,
which included not only HPD but the
Harris County Sheriff’s Department,
District Attorney’s Office and the Texas
Department of Public Safety. Douglas
Waller,
Charles
Freeman,
Floyd
Nichols, Trazawell Franklin and John
Parker were charged with Inciting a
riot and murder. There were several
other casualties of the riot. Vice
Officer Allen Dale Dugger received
a gaping secondary bullet wound to
his face, which required over three
hundred stitches in three layers. One
young officer went into hysteria and
was treated for shock.
From a prosecutorial position, the cases
were difficult. Even though it was felt that
the five suspects had incited the students
to riot, there was no testimony to put guns
in their hands or show that they were even
on campus when the fatal shot was fired.

Firearms
analysis
of
the
slug
indicated that it was a secondary
strike, meaning that the bullet had
probably ricocheted off something
prior to striking Kuba. Additionally,
the slug was not in very good
shape for any positive matching
to a particular weapon. To make
matters even worse, it was not even
the caliber of any of the weapons
recovered at the scene.
As tough as this was to prosecute,
Harris County District Attorney Carol
Vance, a veteran prosecutor who had
been elected to the top post in 1966,
chose to take on this task. Because
of extensive pre-trial publicity, a
change of venue was sought and
the trial was moved to Victoria, ninety
miles southwest of Houston. Vance
later said that he and his staff were
going into uncharted waters with this
prosecution. It was very difficult to
prove that the inciting to riot charge
led to the murder of Officer Kuba.
In Victoria, District Judge Joe Kelely
dealt the prosecution a heavy blow
when he refused to allow the jury
to consider the state’s theory that
Charles Freeman was guilty of the
assault because he engaged in a riot.
Vance said in a newspaper article,
“We were poured out of court, so to
speak in Victoria, when we could not
get the riot statute to be considered
as part of the evidence.” The trial
ended in a mistrial in October 1968.
After much legal research and after
all other prosecutorial avenues were
studied, Vance moved to dismiss the
charges against the five in November
1970. All five defendants went free.
Mrs. Patricia Kuba gave birth to a
daughter, Karen Lynette, two months
after her husband was killed. Patricia
eventually remarried and moved on
with her life, raising Karen, who now
has a daughter of her own.

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Kuba lived into
their nineties. In 2001, all nine of
Officer Kuba’s siblings were alive.
Sister Mildred was the wife of retired
Houston Police Officer Charles
Squyres of Columbus. The other sisters
and brothers lived in cities and towns
all across Texas in 2001
Retired Officer Squyres said he
remembered rushing to the hospital
that night of the riot and learning with
his wife and Patricia and her parents
that Louis was seriously wounded.
Squyres retired in 1984 from CID after
twenty-five years with HPD.
Just over a year after his brother-inlaw’s murder, Squyres was involved
in the high-speed chase after the
killer of Officer Ben Gerhart, which
resulted in the tragic death of Officer
Bobby James. Gerhart’s killer was
shot and killed. Squyres not only lost
his brother-in-law, but lost two close
HPD friends in the Traffic Division in this
violent incident thirteen months later.
The original Homicide investigation
was conducted by Detectives E.
D. “Sonny” Combs and I. W. “Ira”
Holmes. Many others assisted in this
massive investigation. Combs died in
1971 in his early forties from a Korean
War POW-related condition. Holmes
retired from the Forgery Division in
1987 with thirty-eight years of service
and resided in Magnolia. He died in
September 2001 at age seventy-six.
Officer Bobby Blaylock continued
a long career of outstanding crimefighting service in CID, retiring in 1977
after twenty years. He then worked for
the Harris County District Attorney’s
Office for nineteen years, rising to the
rank of chief investigator, retiring in
1996 and residing in Hunt, Texas.

Continues on Page 21

The Retired Badge August - September 2017 Edition

21

Continues from Page 20

He has since passed away. Blaylock
still carried the TSU souvenir in his
anatomy. Bo Norris retired from HPD
in 1978 and died in 1995. A. L. Blair
retired from HPD Legal Services in
1999 with forty-two years of service.
C. F. Howard retired in 1984 and
died in 1993. This foursome of CID
officers, along with many others,
played important intelligence and
undercover roles, not only in the
1967 TSU riot but also again in the
People’s Party II incident on Dowling
Street in 1970.
Officer Allen Dale Dugger retired from
HPD in 1988 after thirty years and a
lengthy and hardworking career in
the Houston-Harris County Organized
Crime Unit, doing mostly undercover
work. He retired to Wimberly, Texas.
Dugger said that when he was shot,
he was standing next to a uniformed
officer, who, coincidentally, turned
out to be his brother, Joe T. Dugger.

He related how as he was being led
to safety with blood gushing from his
face, he saw Officer Kuba lying on
the ground. Kuba and Dugger had
been shot at almost the same time
and in close proximity to each other.
Fortunately, most police officers
go through their entire career
without being shot. However, in
the case of Dale Dugger, he may
be the only HPD officer to have
been shot twice in the line of duty.
Dugger was shot again in a 1971
incident by Kenneth Buntion, who
was then shot and killed by other
officers. Kenneth Buntion was the
twin brother of Carl Wayne Buntion
who murdered Solo Officer Jim
Irby nineteen years later, in 1990.
Carl Buntion was on Death Row
since March 6, 1991 in the process
of exhausting his appeals.

In the Kenneth Buntion incident,
Dugger, other Vice and CID Officers,
as well as Pasadena officers, were
attempting to arrest Buntion at 3132
Tidwell when he came out shooting.
Dugger was struck in the femoral
artery and would have bled to death
had it not been for the medical
assistance of a civilian at the scene,
Norm Pullens. Pullens is the only known
civilian to be recognized by the 100
Club of Greater Houston for saving an
Officer’s life.
Officers W. D. “Tooter” Steffenauer
and Johnny R. Thornton shot and
killed Kenneth Buntion. Thornton was
shot in the arm and recovered from
his wound. Both Steffenauer and
Thornton retired from HPD.

Continues from Page 15
The second suspect Armond Outley
Jr., aka Arkmond Outley, was arrested
three days after the robbery and was
charged with aggravated robbery in the
182nd District Court. Outley pled guilty to
robbery and was sentenced to 25 years in
prison. He paroled back to Harris County
on November 30, 1976, after serving just
over five years of his sentence.
Donald Lee Pinson, obviously had no
regard for human life and confessed
to a previous murder which occurred
before the robbery/murder at the
Kroger store. He escaped execution
because the dead penalty was
declared unconstitutional and his
sentence was converted to life in prison.
Life in prison didn’t mean Pinson would
serve the rest of his life in custody. On
January 26, 1990, Pinson paroled back
to Harris County on a lifetime parole for
the murder of Mrs. MacDonald.

On May 24, 1992, Pinson was arrested
in Houston for driving while intoxicated,
which was a violation of his conditions of
parole. For this offense he only received
a slap on the wrist and was back on the
street. He committed another violation
of his parole when he tried to murder
someone else and was arrested on
May 24, 1995. He was convicted on the
new charge of attempted murder, in
the 337th District Court and again was
sentence to life in prison. Pinson died in
prison on May 8, 2014.
I was able to find three felony
convictions for Pinson. His first
conviction on January 8, 1970, was
for burglary. The burglary conviction
occurred before the robbery/murder
of Mrs. MacDonald and He was
sentenced to five years in prison for the
burglary. His crimes no doubt effected
the lives of many people.

I would like to thank Lieutenant Cathy
Richards for putting together our
meeting with Kathy MacDonald’s
family. It was a moving experience
and we were allowed an opportunity
to see how people’s lives are
impacted by crime and the lasting
effect it causes. Ken and Kim were
moved by the experience of meeting
with the police officers, who arrested
their mother’s killer. They wanted
pictures of the meeting and thanks to
Kim’s husband Scott, we have several
pictures of our meeting. Both Ken
and Kim expressed their appreciation
for the time we gave them and the
answers we provided. Hopefully you
have enjoyed the story of a Houston
crime and the effect that crime had
on an entire family.
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34 Days a Police Officer!

EDITOR’S NOTE: There are some that may think that revisiting this tragedy might be a bad idea. However, for those
of us who were not on HPD at the time, I feel it is beneficial to learn more about how this unrest and ultimate tragedy
came to be. I was some eight months away from joining HPD and unbelievably, I was totally unaware of the TSU riot
even though I was attending night classes at the University of Houston, just a very short distance from TSU. There are
those who feel like history should be re-written to make the circumstances different from what they actually were. We
will not go there. This is what happened and it is HISTORY.

Following the tragic death of HPD
Officer Louis R. Kuba at the TSU riot
on May 17, 1967, this event became
a widely discussed topic.
By the
authority of Houston Police Chief
Herman B. Short, the Planning and
Research Division of HPD documented
the events surrounding this civil unrest
in our city. This compilation of facts
leading up to the TSU Riot was printed
by HPD entitled 34 Days A Police
Officer!, representing the very short
period of time that Officer Kuba
served this city as a Houston Police
Officer prior to his senseless DEATH IN
THE LINE OF DUTY. Ironically, Officer
Kuba graduated from Academy
Class #34.
While
this
is
not
confirmed,
information was received that in
the 1980’s, a Houston Police Chief
read and immediately disliked this
departmentally generated document
and attempted to retrieve all copies
of 34 DAYS. Apparently he did not
obtain all of them. The following is the
gist, and in some instances, verbatim
from the document. It was written
by a City of Houston Department,
and the content thereof should be
considered a matter of public record.

Time-Table of Events Preceding the Riot
at Texas Southern University
October, 1966
TSU Friends of SNCC organized.
October 4, 1866.
James Forman of SNCC speaks to TSU
students on the subject of “Black Power
– A New Religion?”.
December 13, 1966		
Mayor Welch picketed during a speech
on the campus of TSU.
March 9, 1967
Franklin Alexander of the W.E.B.
DuBois Club speaks to TSU students.
(Dubois organization is alleged to be a
Communist front according to J. Edgar
Hoover, Director of the F.B.I.
March 12, 1967		
Demonstration and march through
downtown Houston to the Offices of
the State Attorney General.
March 28, 1067		
Boycott of TSU classes
demonstrations begin.

and

mass

FROM 34 DAYS A POLICE OFFICER!

April 3, 1967			
TSU cafeteria is left in shambles by
students.

“There is no grievance that is a fit
subject of redress by mob law”.
Abraham Lincoln.

April 13, 1967			
Stokley Carmichael comes to Houston
for a series of speeches.
April 22-23, 1967		
Motorists traveling on Wheeler Street
were stoned by gangs of Negro
students.

May 13, 1967			
Motorists again harassed by Negro
gangs on Wheeler Street.
May 15-16, 1967		
Demonstrations and picketing at
Northwood Junior High School and
Holmes Road dump are participated in
by TSU students.
May 16- 17, 1967		
Riot at TSU
Chronology
7:00 PM
5/16/67
Criminal Intelligence Officers take up
special assignments in the vicinity of
Texas Southern University.
8:15 PM
5/16/67
Fifty students are observed milling
around in front of the TSU Student
Center Building.
10:15 PM
5/16/67
Crowd increases to approximately 150
persons. Five subjects approach the
crowd stating: “they killed a six year
old child out near the Scenic Woods
School.” “What do you intend to do
about it?” This was false.
10:20 PM
5/16/67
An object is thrown at observing officers,
and strikes the police vehicle.
10:25 PM
5/16/67
Subject approaches officers and
shouts: “You better get out of here,
man, before you get killed.”

Continues on Page 23
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10:30 PM
5/16/67
Armed subject is arrested on TSU
Campus.
The
pistol
recovered
was found to be stolen.
10:40 PM
5/16/67
A detective unit is struck by a thrown
brick.
10:45 PM
5/16/67
Crown continues to grow and more
inciting statements are made. Rocks,
bricks, and other missiles are thrown
at police vehicles.
10:50 PM
5/16/67
In response to the hail of thrown
objects, officers maneuver police
vehicles so that their headlights
illuminate the Student Center Building.
11:00 PM
5/16/67
Sporadic firing from mens’ dorms
begins.
Officers observe armed
subject run towards the Student
Center.
11:30 PM
5/16/67
Officer Blaylock is wounded by sniper
fire from the TSU Campus.
11:35 PM
5/16/67
Police reinforcements arrive at the
scene and snipers continue to fire
from TSU dormitories.
1:30 AM
5/17/67
Police withdraw a block away from
campus at request of Negro leaders.
Negro leaders attempt to negotiate
with rioters.
1:30 AM to 2:00 AM
5/17/67
Rioters rush out of buildings after police
withdrawal and barricade Wheeler
Street with construction materials and
asphalt barrels, which are set afire.
2:00 AM
5/17/67
Police begin moving
Campus.

in

on

TSU

2:20 AM
5/17/67
Officer Dugger is shot by sniper fire.
2:20 AM
5/17/67
Officer Kuba is mortally wounded by
sniper fire.
2:20 AM
5/17/67
Male student is wounded.
3:05 AM
5/17/67
TSU Campus is secured by the police.
8:00 AM
5/17/67
Officer Kuba expires.
TSU Campus Riot
The campus of Texas Southern
University had been the site of unrest
since October 1966, when a 32-yearold
organizer of Negro vigilantes
(Deacons for Defense) in Louisiana,
enrolled at TSU and joined forces
with a veteran of SNCC activity in
Arkansas, to form a Friends of SNCC
chapter on campus.
The chapter immediately imported
James Forman, a national SNCC
official, who addressed TSU students
on the subject of “Black Power.”
This movement gradually gathered
strength, so that in December, two
months after its inception, the chapter
was able to muster over 300 jeering
pickets to greet City of Houston Mayor
Louis Welch with placards, when he
arrived on campus for a speaking
engagement.
The chapter’s activity subsided
somewhat until March 1967, which
saw the beginning of a series of
incidents which culminated in the riot.
Early in March, Franklin Alexander, the
national president of the W.E.B. Dubois
Club – which is alleged by J. Edgar
Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, to be a Communistcontrolled organization – came from
Chicago to deliver several speeches
at TSU.

Then on March 12, Alexander and
SNCC spokesman lead more than 100
students on a 65-block march from
the TSU campus, through downtown
Houston, for the avowed purpose of
protesting alleged mistreatment of
four Negro singers, some three weeks
earlier in another county (Polk).
Minor disorders characterized the
next two weeks until March 28, when
agitators attempted to force a boycott
of classes at TSU. This was in reaction to
the campus administrations’s denial of
official sanction to the Friends of SNCC
because they did not meet university
standards. During the ensuing few days,
major incidents marred the academic
scene. On April 3, the university cafeteria
was damaged by table and chairthrowing students who pitched foodladen trays against the walls, ostensibly
to protest “poor” food. Later protesting
the arrest of three of their leaders, the
rebellious students organized a mass
demonstration on campus. They then
marched downtown to the Harris
County Courthouse; the courthouse
became the object of a sit-in and later
a sleep-in. Also as part of this protest,
Wheeler Street was blocked by cursing,
jeering students who refused passage
to motorists. The incarcerated leaders:
F.D. Kirkpatrick, 32, Franklin Alexander,
and Lee Otis Johnson, 27, a previously
expelled student, had been arrested on
charges filed by the acting president of
TSU, as a consequence of their agitation
on campus. The three were released
and placed under a peace bond.
Actions by the police, such as
sealing Wheeler Street to vehicular
traffic during the demonstrations
and accompanying the marchers,
prevented a major outbreak of
violence at this time.

Continues on Page 24
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A total of nineteen complaints of
Aggravated Assault and/or Malicious
Mischief were reported to the Houston
Police Department.
The reported
property damage totaled more than
$3,400, and there were approximately a
score of personal injuries. Of the serious
injury cases, one complainant suffered
a fractured jaw, and another sustained
severe injuries which resulted in a coma
of several days duration. These incidents
involved motorists and their passengers
who were traveling Wheeler Street (32003800 Block) in the immediate vicinity of
Texas Southern University and were set
upon by rock, bottle, and brick-throwing
gangs of Negroes.
On May 15 and 16, demonstrations
occurred at a local junior high school
and a city dump.
Many of the
demonstrators who were arrested for
unlawful assembly at the school and for
blocking a major artery to traffic at the
dump, were TSU students.
For several days prior to the riot, city
officials had received information of
impending trouble – that plans were
afoot to create a major incident at
the university. Intelligence officers
were posted near the campus for
surveillance purposes.
On the evening of May 16th, intelligence
officers
working
their
assignments
observed unusual activity on campus. An
abnormal amount of students were milling
around, despite it being the eve of final
examinations; they began congregating
as some of the TSU participants in the
school and dump protest returned to
campus. After attracting an audience,
the protesters proceeded to harangue
the crowd, finally shouting that a colored
child had been deliberately shot and
killed by whites near the junior high which
had been picketed earlier in the day.
(This was patently false – in fact, a white
child had received minor wounds after
accidently being shot by another white
boy.) They then exhorted the crowd to
extract a revenge for the alleged slaying.

Immediately after this, a watermelon
rind was smashed against a police
vehicle and the officers were warned
to leave before they were killed.
One of the subjects approached
the officers and reiterated the
threats, when he refused to move
on, he was placed under arrest. This
subject was found to be carrying a
pistol which later was discovered to
be stolen property.
After the arrest, more inciting
statements were made by the
speech-makers and a hail of bottles,
bricks, and rocks rained upon the
officers. Soon after this, gunfire rang
out from the campus. As motorists and
pedestrians were also endangered
by the missiles, Wheeler Street was
closed to traffic.
Officer Robert Blaylock was struck by a
sniper’s bullet shortly before midnight.
At this time, police reinforcements
arrived and were greeted by volleys
of gunfire and Molotov cocktails. The
officers were under orders to fire their
weapons only when fired upon. They
immediately cordoned the campus
and sealed the access routes to
prevent the infiltration of anarchists
into or out of the embattled area. Fire
Department personnel and equipment
accompanied the officers and stood
by as a precautionary measure.
City officials and Negro leaders
gathered near the scene and
discussed the situation. The Negro
leaders requested that the police
be withdrawn as a condition of
negotiation.
After the police
withdrew a block away, some of the
rioters surged out of the dorms and
began barricading Wheeler Street
with metal tubing which was part
of a campus construction project.
Tar barrels were also dragged
into the street and set afire. Trash
containers were upset, windows
broken, and vending machines
smashed as vandals rampaged.

When the Negro negotiators reported
that their overtures were rebuffed, the
police were ordered to move in.
Illuminated by light from the burning
tar barrels and facing heavy gunfire
from Lanier Hall and the Junior-Senior
Men’s Dormitory, the first contingent
of officers inched their way forward.
Approximately 15 minutes after this
formation began its initial advance,
two Houston policemen were shot:
Patrolman-Investigator Alan Dugger
sustained severe facial injuries and
Probationary-patrolman Louis Kuba
was mortally wounded.
After 40 minutes of dodging sniper
bullets
and
flaming
Molotov
cocktails, the several hundred
officers, comprised of men from
the Houston Police Department,
Harris County Sheriff’s Department,
and other local law enforcement
agencies, put an end to the riot
and civil order was restored to the
campus of Texas Southern University.
After the campus was secured, the
two dormitories prominent in the riot
were evacuated and searched. One
shotgun, two handguns, numerous
knives, and preparations for fire
bombs were discovered.
A total
of 489 subjects were arrested and
transported to jail. Two others were
later taken into custody.
May 19, 1967, 25-year-old Louis Kuba,
a police officer for 34 days and a
prospective father, was buried.
June 2, 1967, the Harris County
Grand Jury indicted five subjects
on counts of Assault to Murder
and Murder as a result of their
participation in the TSU riot.
END
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MOBILE COP SHOP

Mobile Cop Shop

SINCE 1990

SUPPLIES FOR THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
mobilecopshop.com - for schedule
SPRING, TEXAS
(281) 353-5329

J.R. KNOTT
MOBILE (713) 822-8160

Law Enforcement prices on
Smith & Wesson and Sig Sauer
Duplicate badges -full or wallet size

Human Resources Benefits
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
832.393.6000		 888.205.9266
benefits@Houstontx.gov
cityofhoustonbenefits.org

DELTA DENTAL
DHMO			 844.282.7637
DPPO			 855.242.1549
deltadentalins.com/
cityofhoustonbenefits.org

CIGNA
832.393.6000		
888.205.9266
800.997.1406
cityofhoustonserviceinquiries@cigna.com
mycigna.com

SUPERIOR VISION
800.507.3800
866.265.0517
superiorvision.com

Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
Family Assistance Unit:
Senior Police Officers Michael Newsome, 713-308-1237
and Jorge R. Lucero, 713-308-1240.

Burial Fund:
713-308-1226. Leave message for someone to contact you.

If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center,
713-308-1500.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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Police Week Reception, 2017

The annual Police Week Reception
for LINE OF DUTY DEATH families,
sponsored by the HPOU, the HPROA,
and the Houston Police Honor Guard,
was held on Friday, May 19, 2017.
As in previous years, the reception
began at 5:00pm
at the HPOU
building.
Family and friends are
greeted by a staff of volunteers from
the HPROA. Refreshments and light
snacks were available, with HPOU
Secretary Lisa Marino supervising this
serving of food. Her predecessor,
Krystal Blankenship Moreau, had
been responsible for the ordering
of the catered food. Lisa has ably
picked up where Krystal left off to
pursue her school teaching career.
Assisting in this reception this year
were HPROA recording secretary
Sue Gaines, who was supported
by HPROA members Dee Leal,
Ernest Leal, Barbara Cotten, Rosalie
Potell, Honor Guard members, and
Stefanie Leonard.
Family members were provided
a gift, courtesy of Stefanie and
Neal Leonard, both retired HPD
Officers. These gracious members
purchased these two-sided (St.
Michael and Guardian Angel)
charms or medals as a meaningful
reminder for the family members
of their loved ones.
These gifts
were placed in a black, organza
bag with a blue drawstring. 150 of
these were given to LINE OF DUTY
family members. The charms are
made in Italy and are silver plated.
They were purchased from St. Paul
Street Evangelization, a Catholic
organization, in Detroit, Michigan.
Many thanks to Stefanie and Neal
for these appropriate and generous
mementos for the families.

The Police Week Memorial Ceremony
was scheduled to begin at 7:00pm
and at 6:30pm, Metro Transit busses
were available to transport guests
to the ceremony at the Police
Memorial on Memorial Drive. Those
who wished to walk were allowed to
do so with HPD escorts.
Following the ceremony, guests were
welcome to return to the HPOU Building
for more fellowship, as well as food
and drinks. Steve Benevides, HPROA
member, took numerous photos as did
HPOU member Gary Hicks. Both are
retired HPD Officers.
The following LINE OF DUTY OFFICERS were
represented by family members at this
years’s reception: Alberto Vasquez-2001,
E.G.
Meinecke-1917,
Francis
E.
Wright-1975, Jose Zamarron-1981, Kathy
Schaefer-1982, Eydelman Mani-2010,
Richard Martin-2015, Charles Clark-2003,
Ben Gerhart-1968, Bobby James-1968,
David Huerta-1973, Kent Kincaid-1998 ,
Gary Gryder-2008, Michael Roman-1994,
Henry Canales-2009 , Charles R.
Coates-1983,
Elston
Howard-1988,
Louis Lyndon Sander-1967, Claude
Branon-1959, James C. Boswell-1989,
Rodney Johnson-2006, and John A.
Salvaggio-1990. While I was not able
to speak with all of the family members,
the above names were derived from
the guest registration.
Through the seven or eight years this
reception has been held, a number
of families have attended. I would
be remiss to not mention the Francis
Eddie Wright family, whose daughters,
brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews,
and grandchildren seem to have the
most attendance each and every
year.
If attendance records had
been kept, the Wright family would
be considered perfect.

Through the years, I have noticed that
the families of the more recent deaths
usually attend and then sort of drop off.
We completely understand this as in
some instances, a reminder of their
loss occasionally becomes more than
they prefer to deal with by attending.
However, every effort is made to
invite as many of the families as we
can maintain contact information
on. This has become a very difficult
website to keep updated and a plea
was made to the families to hopefully
contact me with any changes.
Earlier in the afternoon at 1:00pm,
the Southeast Command Stations
dedicated their official WALL OF
HONOR to commemorate those
eleven HPD Officers who lost their
lives in the LINE OF DUTY. I was
asked by Administrative Officers at
Southeast to assist them with contact
information for those families. These
Officers either worked out of the
Southeast Command Station, the
old Park Place substation, or lost their
lives in that southeast sector of the
city. Those were Louis Kuba-1967,
Robert W. Lee-1971, Claude Ronnie
Beck-1971, George Rojas-1976, Jerry
Riley-1974, Richard Calhoun-1975,
James D. Harris-1982, Bruno D.
Soboleski-1991, Charles R. Clark-2003.
Rodney Johnson-2006, and Gary
Gryder-2008. This short presentation
was attended by members of the
Clark and Johnson families.
Nelson Zoch
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HPROA Benefits

In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired
officers to have the same type of organized representation that
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired
officers an official organization to represent them regarding
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits.
The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization.
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being:
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.
The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from
within its membership and answers only to the membership of
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?
Membership Benefits
I. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension
benefits
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by sponsoring reunions
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception
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IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of
deceased member
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607
E. Whitney.

This is Your Retired Badge

Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper.
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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Killed in the Line of Duty

September

August
August 8, 1886

Henry Williams

August 18, 1946

Howard B. Hammond

September 17, 1925		

E.C. Chavez

August 3, 1911

John Morris Cain

August 25, 1956

Robert J. Schultea

September 13, 1929		

Ed Jones

August 23, 1917

Rufus H. Daniels

August 23, 1959

John W. Suttle

September 20, 1930		

Edward Fitzgerald

August 23, 1917

Horace Moody

August 4, 1963

Charles R. McDaniel

September 20, 1930		

William Phares

August 23, 1917

E.G. Meinecke

August 2, 1975

Francis Eddie Wright

September 19, 1973		

David Huerta

August 23, 1917

D.Ross Patton

August 16, 1979

Charles Baker

September 12, 1983		

William Moss

August 23, 1917

Ira D. Raney

August 18, 1982

Kathleen Schaefer

September 20, 2000		

Jerry K. Stowe

August 23, 1924

J. Clark Etheridge

HPROA New Members: June & July
June New Members:

July New Members:

Juan Cantu, John Clarke, Douglas
Conner, Wade Cortez, Jonathan
Devore, Rene Gonzalez, Charles
Green, Larry Hromadka, Larry Jaskolka,
Edwardo Jimenez, Tony LapaglIa,
Ernest Leal, Larry Mikel, Ben Norman,
Richard Rekieta, Daniel Rosales, Mike
Sampson. (17)

Danford Carrell, Jose Falcon, Philip
Gurley, Ronnie N. James, James R.
Lawrence, Robert McKorkle, Anthony
White, Gary Young, and Rogelio
Rodriguez. (9)

THANKS AGAIN TO MEMBERSHIP
CHAIRMAN ROY MCDONALD FOR HIS
CONTINUING EFFORTS TO MAKE THE
HPROA STRONGER.
NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBERS APPROVED:
Connie Moore and Don Sanders.
APPLICATION RECEIVED:
Jack Davidson

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper.
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Continues from Page 29

FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • DOUG BOSTOCK • RAY SMITH

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance.

June 8, 2017
Jerald “Jerry” Liles: (5-1-17 nf) We visited
with Jerry’s wife, Carrie today by phone
and she reports that Jerry had to go back
(for the 3rd time) to the hospital (ICU)
diagnosed with pneumonia and UTI but
hopefully he will be released tomorrow
or Wednesday and return to the rehab
center. Continue to keep Jerry in your
daily prayers. NOTE: Jerry passed away
on June 3.
Phil Tippen: (5-1-17nf) We visited with
Phil by phone today and he sounded
stronger than before and seems to be
doing better. He has moved again now
off of Loop 336 at 2275 Riverway, #58,
Conroe, 281-482-0594. Give him a call
or go by and visit. In either case, please
keep Phil in your daily prayers.
J. Wiley Douglass: (5-15-17 mdb) Wiley is
now in the Legend Oaks Nursing Facility
located on Queenston at FM529 –
northwest corner – in room 315B. He’s in
good spirits but he doesn’t get as much
PT here so he’s not improving as fast as
he was. Jean is trying to get him up and
do some extra PT with her help. He’s still
strong on his left side and his speech is still
a bit slurred but he’s understandable. He
would like visitors if you’re out that way.
You can call and talk to him at 281-7823009. If Jean doesn’t answer just leave
a message and they’ll get back to you.
Keep them in your prayers.mdb (5-2-17
nf) We visited with J. Wiley this afternoon
at the HealthSouth Rehab Center on
Wortham Dr. this afternoon. He had just
completed a therapy session and was
tired but was in good spirits.

He still has a feeding tube and still unable
to stand without support. He knows that
there has been improvement and that
the therapy will allow him to get on his
feet and walk out of that place. Lift up
your prayers for him as he has a long way
to go and visit him if get a chance.
Forrest Turbeville: (5-26-17 nf) Forrest was
admitted to Willowbrook Methodist late
Thursday evening. He was diagnosed last
weekend with Diverticulitis but released
to go home. Forrest then became
weak and confused and fell at home
Thursday. He was diagnosed now with
low sodium. He is expected to be treated
and released either today or Saturday.
Pray for Forrest and his physicians that
he might recover fully. Update (5-27-17
nf) Forrest was released from the hospital
late Friday evening and is now at home
recovering. He is mobile with the aid of a
walker and is getting some of his strength
back. Continue to pray for Forrest as he
recovers.
E.J. Smith: (5-16-17 rh) E.J. underwent
outpatient eye surgery on his left eye
yesterday. We visited with him today by
phone and he stated that he almost lost
vision in the eye due to the gel behind
the eye becoming almost completely
detached. His surgeon advised him that
it would be 3 to 4 months before they
knew how successful the surgery was.
Please keep E.J. in your prayers and pray
that the surgery was a complete success.

We visited with him by phone at
4:30 PM and he was back in his
patient room and stated that he
was without any pain and the
therapist had performed some
light therapy and he could tell
he had more flexibility in the knee
than before surgery.
Ron was
released from the hospital earlier
this week and is now at home
recovering nicely from knee
replacement. Keep him in your
prayers. Give him a call at 832355-4572 & pray for his recovery.
Jim Hudson (6-3-17rh)
Jim
underwent a hip replacement
on May 12. After being released
from the hospital and at home,
he fell from his bed and broke
the replaced hip and the femur
between the hip and knee. Jim
has been in severe pain and
currently in the “Forum” at 777
N. Post Oak. He has been told
that he will be there another six
to ten weeks. At this time he can
only sit on the side of the bed
and cannot put any weight on
his legs. Please keep Jim in your
prayers and give him call or pay
him a visit. He would love to hear
from his old friends. His number is
281-610-1236.

Ron Headley: (5-22-17 nf) Ron underwent
knee replacement surgery this morning at
St. Luke’s Medical Center hospital.

Continues on Page 30
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DEATHS DURING THE MONTHS OF
MAY AND JUNE 2017
TOMMIE L. HASTINGS (MEMBER),
MAY 5, 2017
GENE SHEPPARD (MEMBER),
MAY 14, 2017
ROBERT L. SIECKMANN (MEMBER),
MAY 11, 2017
DAVID C.RICHARDSON (MEMBER),
MAY 31, 2017
JERALD “JERRY” LILES (MEMBER),
JUNE 3, 2017

BUT NOW THIS IS WHAT THE LORD SAYS:
FEAR NOT, FOR I HAVE REDEEMED YOU BY
NAME: YOU ARE MINE. Isaiah 43:1
KINDNESS IS FREE-SPRINKLE THAT STUFF
EVERYWHERE Anon
DON’T RAISE YOUR VOICE-IMPROVE YOUR
ARGUMENT.

July 14, 2017
Phil Tippen: (6-6-17 nf) We visited with
Judy Martin by phone this morning and
she had transported Phil to his doctor for
the 2nd day in a row being treated for
low blood pressure.

She reports that his doctors were changing
his BP medications and now he is having
issues with it crashing the last two days.
They were giving Phil fluids via an IV at
the office as we talked. Judy has a major
problem with migraine headaches on a
regular basis. Please keep Phil & Judy in
your daily prayers.
Forrest & Sue Turbeville: (6-6-17 nf) Forrest
recently developed a mild case of shingles
and is now complaining of moderate
to severe pain in the abdomen and
over his right hip around his ribs. Sue was
diagnosed today also with the shingles
Both are having some real health issues
now and they really need our prayers.
Jim Hudson: UPDATE (6-6-17 nf) We
visited with Jim today by phone and
he continues to suffer with some
major pain in his mending hip and
femur. This is going to be a long term
rehab and currently confined to his
bed. Is sitting up but that is the extent
of it. UPDATE: (6-27-17rh) Jim is still in
Rehab at the “Forum”, 777 N. Post
Oak. He has had a number of other
issues develop besides his broken hip
replacement and broken femur. The
incision site for the surgery continues
to seep, he has developed a bladder
infection, nausea, and heart issues
are plaguing him. He continues to
have severe pain and is having a
tough go of it. Please keep Jim and
his wife Randi in your prayers.

UPDATE: Jim Hudson:(6-29-17 nf) He was
admitted to Memorial Herman, North Tower,
Gessner & I-10 yesterday. The surgery site
of the repaired shattered bone in his upper
right leg continues to ooze blood and he
received a transfusion after admission.
They also found a blood clot in his right leg
and he had undergone a procedure to
insert a mesh filter in the artery to prevent
the clot from moving to his heart. He is in his
7th week after surgery and it will be 3 more
weeks before he can put any weight on
his right leg if the bleeding issue is resolved.
On 7-3 he was released from the Hospital
and is now back at the Forum on N. Post
Oak. He is in constant pain and invites our
prayers for relief and recovery. Give him
a call or pay him a visit. His number is 281610-1236. Keep Jim in your daily prayers &
give him a call.
Jim St.John: (6-21-17 rh) We received
information that Jim was ill and was in the
hospital. Anthony Kivela contacted his
wife Peggy and she told him that Jim had
developed a rare blood disorder that was
causing his blood to build up too many
antibodies and this was causing his blood
to become too thick. A machine was used
to draw his blood, warm it, and thin it out.
Doctors are still trying to determine the
best treatment and medication for him.
He was released from the hospital and
is now home and able to receive phone
calls. We visited with him today and he
said he is feeling better, but still not a 100
percent. Please keep Jim in your prayers
and give him a call. 936-321-4990.

Continues on Page 31
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Jean & J. Wiley Douglass: (6-21-17 nf)
Beale reports that Jean suffered a
back injury trying to move Wiley last
week and is undergoing back surgery
at North Houston Cypress hospital
today and that Wiley had to returned
to Legion Oaks, Room #315 on West
Rd until Jean recovers. Our daily
prayers will help them through these
trying times. UPDATE: (6-29-17 nf) We
visited with Wiley this afternoon at the
Legend Oaks rest home, Queenston &
FM529, Room 315. He is sitting up more
and his speech is somewhat better.
Has therapy in the morning but finished
by noon. M.D. Beale had visited earlier
and set up a tablet computer for Wiley
but found that typing with his left hand
was out due to Parkinson and his right
side & arm was effected by the stroke.
Wiley has a long rehab ahead as does
Jean his wife who is recovering from
recent back surgery. Keep them both
in your prayers.
Bonnie Montero: (6-29-17 nf) Jim reports
that recently Bonnie was transported
to St. Luke’s Hospital, Woodlands, when
even though her vital signs were in
normal range, he couldn’t wake her up.

She was diagnosed to be in a deep
sleep state and a wide range of tests did
not detect any stroke, cardiac or other
major issue. It was finally determined
that it was caused by a medication she
was on. She has since been released
and is now at home recovering. Bonnie
has other health issue which require 24/7
care which Jim continues to provide,
Keep them both in your daily prayers.

She will be undergoing aggressive
chemo therapy, which will involve
at least three rounds taking 3 weeks
each time and then a bone marrow
transplant. Please keep Yvette and her
family in your prayers.

Daniel Fike: (7-2-17 nf) Victor Landa
reports that he visited Daniel at St.
Luke’s, Med Center today and found
that he only has a short time to live,
possibly a week. Dan has a pulmonary
disease that has run it’s course. He is
currently on full oxygen. He is peacefully
aware of the situation and has his
family with him. Lift up your prayers for
Dan and his loved ones. Daniel passed
away on July 8, 2017.

STEPHEN G. COPELAND (MEMBER),
JUNE 5, 2017

DEATHS DURING THE MONTHS OF
JUNE AND JULY 2017

VOLIE H. SCHULTEA JR., JUNE 8, 2017
JOHN C. VAUGHN (MEMBER), JULY 2, 2017
DANIEL FIKE (MEMBER). JULY 8, 2017

Yvette Kainer: (7-4-17) Pat Kainer
reported that his daughter, Yvette
(age 52), was admitted to Methodist
Hospital at the Medical Center. She was
diagnosed with acute leukemia and
was fighting pneumonia.

PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters,
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Our Committee Members are:
Forest Turbeville		 281.356.8800

Ron Headley

Nelson Foehner		

281.351.4669

Doug Bostock		

Ray Smith 			

281.731.1588

		713.253.5749
281.890.7610
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WE REMEMBER

IN MEMORIUM

Celebrating 80 Years

WITH PRIDE

AUGUST
3, 2005
5, 1998
6, 2002
6, 2004
8, 2002
8, 2003
8, 2003
9, 2002
7, 1994
14, 2005
17, 2001
21, 2005
22, 1982
23, 2004
29, 1991

George E. Cones
James W. Peacock
David Barnett
Jimmie Bob “Jug” Farrar
Bennett G. Denham
Louis H. Martin
Jack Betz
Humberto E. Moreno
Leo R.P. Pierpont
Michael A. Lima
Stuart R. Sikes
Paul F. Bruce
Carroll Homer Wright
Jack S. Qualls
L.D. Morrison Jr.

SEPTEMBER
4, 1989
9, 1998
9, 2004
15, 2004
21, 2001
22, 2001
22, 2005
23, 2005
27, 1983
28, 2004
28, 2005
30, 2002

Lee Wayne Redden
J.D. “Jim” Tucker
Bruce Wayne Oliver
Gerald D. Peyton
Ira W. “Bubba” Holmes
Carroll Dale Mitchell
Raymond E. Abel Jr.
Jimmy Ray Davis
David Charles Francis
William L. Bryson
Lilly A. Stephenson
A.T. Cook

A message from the president

My career at Houston Police Credit Union began 26 years ago. In this time,
I’ve had the sincere privilege to witness HPCU recognized and awarded
locally and nationally for its financial stability, strategic growth and
exceptional financial value to members in the form of direct benefits. Most
importantly, I’ve had the honor of being part of a team working diligently to
demonstrate our commitment to our most valuable asset—our members.
As we approach our 80th year milestone,
it brings me great honor to affirmatively
pronounce that we are living out our
purpose of promoting the financial
well-being of our members and maintaining
HPCU’s financial strength through a broad
range of innovative financial products,
prudent management of our members’
resources and the excellent service provided
by our dedicated, well-trained staff.
It is my belief that our 14 charter members
would be extremely proud of the progress
that HPCU has made over the years. A lot has
changed since our humble beginnings in
1937, but our commitment to our members
remains the same. After almost 80 years,
the cooperative philosophy of "People
Helping People" that continues to drive the
credit union movement is still our focus.
We’re proud of our old age—80 years
strong—and excited to celebrate this
milestone. Thank you to all of our members
and employees—past, present and future. In
80 years, you’ve shaped HPCU into what it is
today. Together, we’ll shape our next 80 years.
Our credit union through the years...

Ayn Talley,
President

