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James Boyd Haney, HPD Retired Senior Police
Officer and Find a Million Graves Contributor
This could mean working at their
church, lodge group, or family, like
assisting with elderly parents and/or
taking care of grandchildren.

For different people, retirement means
many different things. For some, the
relief of not having to report for work
and not dealing with the everyday
stresses of their job is enough. For
those type of individuals, that usually
works out well and they are able to sit
back and do nothing while enjoying
their well-deserved retirement.
For others, however, there is a genuine
need to be active in something,
mainly some type of activity to keep
them busy and at the same time, give
them a feeling of contributing a useful
service to someone.

Several years ago, this writer became
aware of an activity performed by one
of HPD’s finest, retired Officer James
Boyd Haney. This will be explained
in more detail later in this article. J.B.
came to HPD by way of Academy
Class #22, having been sworn in on
December 16, 1959. He was born in
west Houston in 1930 and his family
lived on Rodrigo Street, which is near
Washington and Westcott. His family
later moved to nearby Waller, Texas,
and after completing high school
in Waller, J.B. attended Blinn Junior
College in Brenham, Texas. He then
entered the service of his country in
the United States Air Force. Following
that, he joined HPD. J.B. was a longtime street cop, that hard-working
Officer out there day after day
running calls, patrolling, serving and
protecting the public, and gathering
information. He worked mostly out of
the Central Station. He retired in 2002
after forty-two years of service.
J.B. met his wife, Margaret, in England
while he was stationed there in the
United States Air Force in the 1950’s.

Margaret came to the United States
with J.B. and after his service with HPD
began, they were blessed with four
children, two daughters, Carol and
Michelle, and two sons, J.B. Jr. and
Michael. J.B. Jr. is a third generation
HPD Officer, having served on the
Houston Police Department from
1978 to 2015. He retired as a Sergeant
assigned to the Burglary and Theft
Division at the North Command
Station. J.B. Sr. and wife Margaret,
who passed away in 2011, were further
blessed with nine grand-children and
two great-grandchildren. She spent
the last several years of her life being
lovingly cared for in their home by J.B.
J.B. Sr.’s Dad, Mr. Charles Wesley
Haney Sr., also served with HPD,
having joined in the era of 1923-1945.
He served as a beat Officer, a shortcall Officer, a Sergeant, and as a
Lieutenant. During the World War II
years, he served as the Night Chief.
He passed away in 1975.
Sometime after retirement in 2002,
while working on his own family’s
genealogy, J.B. became aware of a
website named “Find a Million Graves”.
After researching it thoroughly, he felt
it was a worthwhile idea and became
involved in this activity.

Continues on Page 7
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ANTHONY KIVELA

THIEVES ABOUND!
I’m blasting out a tale of caution in this
edition of the Retired Badge. Scammers
from the Czech Republic attempted
a theft by directly and individually
emailing nine HPROA board members
over a two-day period by hacking into
an email address used by an officer on
the board. The thief sent realistic and
legitimate looking email requests, asking
that our board members purchase
gift cards for the Veterans Hospice
Charity. Fortunately, their attempts were
unsuccessful.
This bears mentioning
because others haven’t been as
skeptical and wise as your HPROA Board
of Directors! Unfortunately, the Daughters
of the American Revolution were hit by
the same thief using the identical scam
who succeeded in stealing funds from
one of their board members.
According to the FTC, 26% of TOTAL scam
victims in the U.S. were victims of gift card
scams, up from only 7% a few years ago,
and as retirees, we are more vulnerable.
It was brazen for the thief to openly
attack a police affiliated organization,
but they knew that we represent retired
officers, those belonging to an age group
who are more statistically susceptible to
these scams. The BBB recommends that
anytime a seller, charity, or even trusted
person asks you to pay with gift cards,
you should be extremely cautious and
walk away.
VETERANS INFO
Let’s transition from veterans scams to
positively acknowledging our veterans,
which HPROA member Steve Benevides
did at our November monthly general
membership meeting.
It seems that
so many HPD officers are veterans and
Steve was there handing out nice flags
to every veteran. For those veterans who
are always looking for a “deal”, a benefit
never previously available is now offered
to any veteran who has an honorable
discharge.
These veterans can now
shop on-line at the Official Exchange
“shopmyexchange.com”.

This is a legitimate website that simply
requires a SS# verification. Shipping is
free on $49.00 or more and the purchases
are tax-free. I did a price comparison for
major electronics and the prices on the
Exchange website were even better than
Costco and SAMS. Base / Post Exchange
stores are still only open to active members
of the Armed Forces, but the on-line
Exchange store offers more merchandise
at like-discounts found at the brick and
mortar Exchange outlets. For example,
Microsoft Office 365 is now on sale for only
$49.99 as this article goes to print!
MEDICARE and RETIREE INSURANCE
The HPROA has been working diligently
to prevent increases in Medicare, as
well as retiree health insurance rates,
by conveying to city officials how these
rates are currently negatively impacting
retirees, and increases could bankrupt
some retirees. The City now subsidizes
the Medicare rates by paying 75% of the
Medicare supplement, while the retiree
pays the remaining 25%. Based on an
outside consultant’s recommendation,
an increase was discussed by the City
that could have occurred on January
1, 2020. This increase has been delayed
until a new committee has had a chance
to look at other alternatives for reducing
OPEB. As information becomes available,
the HPROA will be communicating it
to its members. As a positive footnote,
City retirees with AETNA Medicare were
unexpectedly advised that their premium
will be reduced from $100. to $64.,
effective January 1, 2020.
SOCIAL SECURITY’s WEP & GPO
It was entertaining to listen to
Congressman Dan Crenshaw’s speech
at our October general meeting, but
my glee didn’t last long when I deeply
examined the chances of the WEP and
GPO being repealed. . I now have a
spreadsheet of over 100,000 federal
legislative bills that have been submitted
by Congress over a many-year period. I
was dismayed to learn that only 3.5% of
these bills were passed.

Anthony Kivela, Executive Director

When you remove the numerous
commemorative
coin
resolutions,
memorials, gold medals, recognition
bills, as well as renaming Post Office &
other federal office buildings legislation,
the total is significantly reduced to an
unbelievable even lower percentage.
Congress has learned to file bills that
appeal to a significant block of voters,
but actually have little chance of
passing and enacted. I still hold hope
that one day the WEP and GPO will
be repealed or revised, and included
in the 3.5% of passed legislative bills.
House Resolution 141 that repeals the
WEP now has over 218 congressional
co-sponsors. This sure sounds good,
and my spreadsheet shows that 22%
of bills with a majority of co-sponsors
eventually get enacted – much higher
than the 3.5% of all bills that see the
day of light. But, you figure it out. If it
takes a majority of 218 votes to pass a
bill, but even bills that have a majority
(218 and over co-sponsors) FAIL 78% of
the time…I think my belief that most
federal bills are simply “feel-good” bills
may be accurate.

Continues on Page 5
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A Message from Bob Barnard, President HPROA

If you are reading this now, you know
the holiday season is in full swing.
It is a joyous time to be with family,
friends, and share memories and
good times. I hope all of you had a
great turkey day and did not go back
for seconds. Now we are all looking
forward to Christmas with our kids,
and especially the grandkids. Lets all
remember the reason for the season is
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Let us
all be thankful for the many blessings
we have, because He died for our
sins so we would have everlasting
life for believers. So, Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year from our board
of directors, executive director, and
myself to all of our members.
Well, its been a full two months of
being president and Steve (past
president), just told me the job does
not pay very well. I assumed since he
bought a new house right before he
decided not to run again, that the job
must pay well, as he and Vicki have
a new mansion on the hill in beautiful
Richmond, Texas. They deserve it after
ten years of having to keep track of
1,800 members. I guess I was mistaken
about the salary, but what the heck,
it will be rewarding to help push our
organization forward with the help of
1,800 good friends.
We have been busy recruiting new
members who are retiring all the time.
Anthony Kivela, Executive Director, Roy
McDonald, Membership Chairman,
and myself attend all HPOU meetings
and solicit the retiring members. We
also have associate memberships
for citizens who are friends with our
HPROA members.
Some notable
associate members are Rick Hartley,
past Executive Director of the 100
Club, Tommy Thomas, past Sheriff of
Harris County, William Skeen, current
Executive Director of the 100 Club,
Alan Helfman, owner of Helfman
automobile dealerships and Houston
Police Chief Art Acevedo.

The cost is only $50 dollars per year
which includes our HPROA pin,
identification, newspaper, attending
all our meetings etc. If you know
someone who might want to help us
grow our numbers so we can represent
them at Austin when we lobby, and
at city hall to our mayor and council,
sign-up can now be easily done online under the “Join as an Associate
Member” link.
If you have not read about who
was appointed to my former board
position it was Shelly Scheibe. The
board all agreed she will be a great
addition to the board due to her
work ethic and enthusiasm. I have
asked the board to work on a mission
statement for HPROA, which defines
what an organization is, why it exists,
its reason for being, etc. Without a
mission statement, organizations may
struggle when it comes to planning
for the future. We also in the process
of forming a planning committee to
study the organization’s continuing
needs of our members’ welfare,
budgets, goals to attain for the
future, recruitment, etc. Please note
the above committee is open to all
our members to participation, and
not just for the board. If you can not
actively participate in person, please
take the time to think about what you
would like to see us work on for the
benefit of all. You can email any of
the board members, or call to share
your thoughts. Your participation
is valuable to us, as this is your
organization for the future.
The website will publish our candidate
selections who we have endorsed
in the city elections. Let’s hope all
of our members who cannot vote
will have contacted their friends
that live within the city to vote for
our selections as it is critical for our
pensions and insurance.

The PAC fund is in good shape and
we are in the process of working on
our mayor and city council meetings.
Anthony and I are concentrating
on these city races and Bill on the
state elections. After the city run-off
election, all three of us will be hitting
the streets working on issues that
affect us in Austin. We all have been
to so many fund raising events that we
have to check daily so we do not miss
one since they start running together.
We also have a check and balance in
place following how much money we
give each office-holder or candidate
in one year so we have PAC funds for
all of our candidates who support our
efforts.
Anthony and I attended the HPOU
monthly meeting and as we all know,
the holidays can be a dark time for
some of our folks. They wanted us to
remind our members again about
their HOPA program for all active
and retired officers who might need
someone to talk with. If you see
anyone you think is in a dark time,
please encourage them to call HOPA
at 832-200-3499.

The union is making a big push to get
rid of Kim Ogg, the Harris County
DA. So far, they have joined forces
with LULAC due to an incident at DA
intake. While an HPD officer was filing
charges a drunk grabbed a man of
Hispanic descent and pulled his head
down to his erect and exposed penis.
The victim pled for help and the officer
took charge and got the situation
under control. The officer then called
the head of DA intake and asked him
to take aggravated charges on the
suspect. The DA asked if the victim
was illegal. The officer asked him what
difference did it make.

Continues on Page 5
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For Members and Their Families
What would happen to
your retirement savings
if you needed long term
care???

For more
call:
Garland Cole
M.D. Beale

information,
512.327.3456
713.419.7455

7 out of 10 –
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are
likely to need long term care services. ¹
Long Term Care Pays –
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home,
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)

Address Change

Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve
you if we know where you are.

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252.
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
Houston Police Retired Officers Association
P.O. Box 130787 • Houston, Texas 77219
713-802-2967 • Toll Free 1-866-856-7252
www.hpdretired.com

Executive Officers
President
Bob Barnard

Executive Director
Anthony Kivela

1st Vice President
Matthew Potell

2nd Vice President
Medwin Beale

Treasurer
Ed Aldridge

Secretary
Sue Gaines

Parliamentarian
Bill Elkin

Sergeant-At-Arms
Robert L. Crane

Attorney at Law

Executive Board
of Director
Jim Ashby
Roy McDonald
Jim St. John
Shelly Scheibe
Steven Toth
Fred Walschburger
Nelson Zoch

JAN RICH

Past President
Steve Rayne
Office Secretary
Cathy Buckles
Retired Badge Editor
Nelson Zoch
Webmaster
Jim Ashby

Personal Injury
Probate & Wills
Estate Planning
1533 W. Alabama, Suite
100, Houston, TX 77006

832-654-0718

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

Therapy
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Here we go again. It’s therapy time. My bride, Delores, while
practicing for the Texans cheerleader squad, went right instead
of left as she twirled around our backyard flower beds and
down she went on her right shoulder. That was March the 22nd
of 2019. Six months later, after several doctors, medications,
and therapy, she had surgery to repair her shoulder. That led to
this day in therapy.
Now all of you who have experienced therapy know the drill.
Paperwork first, then evaluations followed by range of motions
and repeat until doctors are satisfied that you are good to go.
Well, here on this day, we arrived, signed in, waited our turn and
then came the call to “come on in.” I get to observe and boy,
what a view. There’s one lady, well fed, high seniority, riding
a big round rubber ball right out in public view. The moaning,
groaning and tears tell me I want no part of that ride. Then
another lady with high seniority is twisted in a semicircle on a flat
bed that is disjointed. I first thought we had lost her as there was
absolutely no motion or sound on her part. Then, at last, I saw a
twitch of her middle finger and I knew she was still with us.

5

A rather jolly gentleman was walking down a set of rails and I
could not figure out why because he went nowhere in particular
and then reversed course and appeared just as lost as before.
I never saw such goings on anywhere. The noise was hard to
adjust to for me as the employees were moving about issuing
orders, they call it instructions, I was later told. Then the patients
attempt to follow? But most fail miserably as they are obviously in
pain which lends to the noise level including moans, groans and
outright cries for help. Finally Delores reappeared from behind
a curtain and I grabbed on to her and led her to safety. She
assured me she was ok and ready for her next treatment. I will
tell you now I do not think I can stand under the pressure of it all.
Anyway, if you have never been to therapy and want to
experience unbelievable sights of endurance, visit your local
offices of therapy. Don’t ask me to join you, I ain’t going. See
you at the next HPROA meeting and we’ll talk about it.
Till nxt time,
EJ

Continues from Page 2
Nevertheless, we’ll continue to support the FOP’s national efforts
to repeal this terrible measure that takes hard-earned money
out of retirees’ pockets. And, we won’t fall into their trap of
endorsing any Congressional candidates or enriching them with
PAC contributions.
My personal vow when accepting the Executive Director
position was to be as available as possible to all of our members.
If you hear rumors, need information, or have either positive or
negative feedback…please feel free to personally contact me
as follows:

• On my cell phone - it is my only phone number, and the
number is in our members’ directory,
• Email at hproa.exec.dir@att.net
• FaceBook under my name Anthony Kivela,
• FaceBook at the “Retired Houston Police Officers” closed and
vetted group (send me an invite to join if you’re not a member)
• Twitter @AnthonyKivela, or
• LinkedIn under Anthony Kivela
To all…God Bless, thank you for your service, and stay safe.
Anthony

Continues from Page 3
The DA then asked if the victim had a drivers license and the
officer told him no, that he had a white card. The DA would
not take charges. Joe Gamaldi, HPOU president, went after
the media and Chronicle because they would not run the
story about this and what the Assistant DA reportedly said. The
HPOU put so much heat on the media and Kim Ogg that they
eventually relented. LULAC, the HPOU, and Chief of Police all
wanted the assistant DA fired, but she transferred him to a better
job. They kept the heat on and she eventually fired him. President
Gamaldi later stated that he may not always agree with LULAC
or others, but in this case every victim deserves justice.

Beards for all officers probably may be coming permanently as
there’s a hand-shake agreement with the Chief, but it’s not yet
been finalized. Finally, if any of our members would like to book
the HPOU building for an event at no cost, please call only Doug
Griffith at the HPOU.
In closing I want to wish all our members to have a safe and
great Holiday season. May the Lord bless and keep you.
Regards,
Bob
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Legislative Committee Report
By Bill Elkin, Chairman

The first day of September, 2019 has
come and gone. This is the day that
newly passed laws and legislation,
which was signed by the Governor, or
was not vetoed, took effect.
There were 7 new laws placed into
effect which impact firearms in Texas.
HB 1143 allows school employees to
come onto school property with guns
and ammo stored in their vehicles.
SB 535 struck down part of the Penal
Code, and now people can bring
firearms into religious facilities, unless
the facility posts a sign prohibiting it. HB
1791 states that local governmental
entities cannot have more restrictive
carry laws than the State. HB 121 eases
prosecution of those who mistakenly
carry into a place that prohibits the
carry by posting a sign that the carry
person did not see. A verbal warning
must then be given. HB 302 prevents
landlords
and
property
owners
from banning renters and guests
from having firearms. HB 1177 says
unlicensed people can carry guns for
up to a week after a natural disaster.

HB 2363 allows some foster parents
to store firearms and ammo in the
same locked place if the firearm has a
trigger locking devise.
Other new laws include raising the
smoking or purchasing of cigarettes age
to 21 years of age, which also includes
e-cigarettes. Another new law prohibits
sexting or sending sexually explicit
pictures by social media makes sit a class
C misd. And lemonade stands can now
be operated without having to acquire
a permit from a municipality or HOA.
On the Houston scene, the upcoming
city elections are looming, and the
number of candidates are setting
a new record. There are now a
total of 153 candidates running for
office, which includes the 12 running
for mayor.
There is a contest in
every council district and at-large
office, as well as the comptroller’s
office. If you live in the city, you are
encouraged to learn the candidates
in your district, or at-large office, and
find out if they support our issues, i.e.,
pensions and health insurance.
On the State of Texas level, there
are elections to be held filling three
Representative vacant offices.

Those are HD-28, vacated by John
Zerwas, HD-100 vacated by Eric
Johnson, who was elected Dallas
Mayor, and HD-148 which was vacated
by Jessica Farrar of Harris County.
Also statewide, there will be elections
on 10 Constitutional Propositions.
Prop #1 would allow Municipal Court
judges hold more than one office.
Prop#2 allows TX Water Development
bonds to exceed $200. Porp #3 would
allow for temporary tax exemption
following a disaster. Prop #4 prohibits
individual income tax in TX. ** read
this carefully. Prop #5 dedicates sales
taxes on sporting and use of facilities
only to TX Parks & wildlife Dept. and
Historical Commission. Prop #6 would
allow Legislature to increase bonds for
cancer research and prevention up
to $3 billion. Prop #7 would increase
distribution to the school fund. Prop
#8 would create a flood infrastructure
fund. Prop #9 would exempt from
taxation precious metals held in
depository. Prop #10 would allow
transfer of law enforcement animals
to a private person or organization.
Lastly, fees were removed from
driver’s license ticket fines.

HPROA New Members
OCTOBER 2019:
Charles Beach, Randy Hardaway,
Gregory Huntsman, Jay Jones, Richard
Reeves, and Stanley Sheppard.
Associate
members
applications
received:
Deborah Pfunder, sponsored by
Robert Gardner and Jeffery Webster,
sponsored by Ron Headley.

NOVEMBER 2019:
Randall Beaty, Charles Crum, James
E. Goffney, D’Ann Guzman (formerly
Cusak), James D. Hyden, Joe Ocasio,
David C. Painter, and James E. Price.
Associate
members
applications
received:
Paul
Cannatella,
sponsored
by
Anthony Kivela , and John Elliott,
sponsored by Louis Elliott.

Once again, our thanks to Membership
Chairman Roy McDonald for his
continuing efforts to increase our
membership. Also, thanks to those
who are out there actively recruiting
our Associate Memberships.
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Continues from Page 1
This
website
has
received
contributions (gravesite information)
from throughout the world. J.B. has
been researching and documenting
the gravesites of not only his family,
but that of other people that he has
known throughout his eighty-seven
years.
I had previously stumbled upon this
website while conducting research
for my book, “FALLEN HEROES OF THE
BAYOU CITY”. However, I became
sidetracked and did not visit the
website for some time.
Several
years later, while researching some
geneology information on my own
family, I came across this website
once again and then realized that J.B.
was actively involved in contributing
such information to the website. My
sister-in-law, Vivian Agnes Spacek
Zoch, widow of my brother, Herman
A. (John) Zoch, was placed on this
website by J.B.
In learning more about this website
and this operation, I discovered the
following:
To be a contributor to this project, a
person is required to have more than
just the basic computer skills. An entry
to this database consists of a number
of items of information, the most
important of which are naturally the
name of the deceased person, Date
of Birth, Place of Birth, Date of Death,
County and State of Death, and on
and on. An obituary lends a great
amount of information, which depicts
the deceased’s path through life, and
most important, his loved ones and
his heritage in the way of parents and
others who may have pre-deceased
him or her. Information regarding
the final resting place can also be
included, as well as a photograph
of the cemetery, the deceased
and if possible, a photograph of the
gravemarker. All of these items, while
not completely necessary, lend a
significant amount of credence to
the solemnity of the site.

After speaking with J.B., I cranked up my
computer and accessed this website. It
was totally amazing. What an enormous
amount of information that has been
entered for posterity, that is if the computer
system and world-wide-web survive any
future wars. It became obvious to me
that J.B. had spent a tremendous of time
and effort in working on this website.
Numerous other dedicated individuals
such as J.B. have also been exerting
similar efforts in adding this information.
Then, I finally asked J.B. if he would be
willing to assist in extending part of his
efforts to recording all of the HPD Officers
who had been KILLED IN THE LINE OF
DUTY. His almost immediate response
was a resounding YES. In the files I had
accumulated in doing my initial research
on the 106 Officers (total after 2006), my
thinking was that he and I could work
from those files and would not need to do
a large amount of additional research.
That thinking was only partially correct
as it was then that I learned from J.B.
that newspaper obituaries or those from
the FALLEN HEROES book would not be
compatible for transfer into his website.
Upon learning of this minor glitch (not
really a minor one), I approached
HPROA’s friend and mine, Mrs. Sue
Gaines. Knowing her to be a volunteer
Secretary of HPROA as well as a volunteer
at Houston Hospice, I jokingly asked that
if she needed another cause to volunteer
for, I might have an idea. Of course, she
was interested in at least hearing of the
project and it was not long afterwards,
that she agreed to assist in the re-typing
of the obituaries from my files as well as
from the FALLEN HEROES book.
We were off and running.
I am
somewhat reluctant to use the work WE
as my only contribution was pulling the
necessary information from my files. Sue
would take the obituaries I had located
previously as well as those from the
book. She would then reformat them
to be compatible with the requirements
of that massive system.

J.B. Haney has made 1,839 entries
into this project, which means that he
researched and documented that
number of obituaries and took the
time to enter them into this system.
This means that for all time, these
entries will be a part of computerized
history. To all reading this, this is totally
amazing that one man can and did
become a part of memorializing that
many lives of individuals in this system.
Surely, they were all remembered
by their family and friends, but J.B.
Haney discovered another way that
they would be remembered. I do not
know for sure how much time it takes
to make an entry, but I strongly suspect
it would be several hours from start to
finish, especially a situation where any
additional research is required.
In briefly reviewing some of the 1,839
entries, it seems that J.B. began by
documenting much of his family that
is buried in his native area in Waller
County, specifically Fields Store
Cemetery, Waller County, Texas. Also,
much of this research was centered
on Warmack Cemetery, Lauderdale
County, Alabama, as well as several
cemeteries in the Nacogdoches area
of East Texas. Additionally, J.B. has
begun a process of entering many of
the recent HPD Retired Deaths from
the past years, regardless of where
their final resting place may be.
A few years back, I was privileged to
spend some time with J.B. in his home
office.
Believe me, this man has
much more going on in his life other
than what I have described above.
This caring man has spent many hours
conducting his research into this
project and his many, many entries.
J.B. has also performed a service to
certain individuals in that he will set up
a video camera, interview this willing
person, and then basically just record
for all time what this person has to say
about their life.

Continues on Page 11
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HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

Call
Alan Helfman
4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801
RiverOaksChrysler.com

HELFMAN

DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

HELFMAN
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN

FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI

Houston’s #1
Volume Dealer!

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com
713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT

FIAT • MASERATI

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award

2012 • 2013 • 2014

713-533-6100
11819 Southwest
Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiat.com
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com
Open Mon - Sat

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.
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HPROA Family Assistance Committee:

Family Assistance Unit:

Forrest Turbeville, Chairman		
713-319-5466
Nelson Foehner				713-857-2924
Ron Headley					713-253-5749
Ray Smith					281-731-1588
Pat Kainer					281-642-6645
Mattie Provost				832-653-4921
Henry Chavez				281-687-8962
Tim Dillon					281-356-2687

Senior Police Officers Jennifer Smesny, 713-308-1237 and Jorge
R. Lucero, 713-308-1240.
If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center,
713-308-1500.

Burial Fund:
832-969-9099. Leave message for someone to contact you.

UNRAVELING TAX HEADACHES & BUILDING FINANCIAL VISION

Did your financial planner ask to
see your most recent tax return?
By integrating financial planning and tax
preparation, we are in a unique position to weave
diverse elements of your financial picture into a
unified, comprehensive plan that can meet your
long-term goals.

(281) 440-6279
11555 Champion Forest Drive
Houston, TX 77066
www.MolenTax.com

Securities offered through 1st Global Capital Corp. Member FINRA, SIPC • Investment advisory services offered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc.
Insurance services offered through 1st Global Insurance Services, Inc.
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HPROA Event Calender:

December 2019, January and February 2020
Thursday, December 5, 2019
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, January 9, 2020,
HPOPS Board Meeting.

Thursday, December 12, 2019
HPOPS Board Meeting (See Below)

Thursday, January 9, 2020
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting

NOTE FROM HPOPS: HPOPS COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE
HELD THE TUESDAY MORNING PRIOR TO THE THURSDAY
BOARD MEETING AND ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS. THE
HPOPS WEBSITE SHOULD BE CHECKED TO VERIFY EXACT
TIMES AND SCHEDULING.
Thursday, December 12, 2019
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE
FROM YOUR HPROA.
Thursday, January 2, 2020
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, February 6, 2020
HPOU General Membership Meeting.
Thursday, February 13, 2020
HPOPS Board Meeting. (See above)
Thursday, February 13, 2020
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, March 17, 2020, SURVIVING SPOUSE’S
LUNCHEON, 10:00AM, HOUSTON RACKET CLUB ON
MEMORIAL DRIVE. MORE TO FOLLOW FROM THE
ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE.

Continues from Page 7
J.B. says it is very easy and interesting as the individual who cares
to do this and to share with their families just talks freely without
any questioning or interruption. J.B. then provides a copy of the
tape to the family that requested this service..
It cannot be stressed enough that while this is a massive
informational website, your friend or loved one’s information
will not be there UNLESS someone like J.B. Haney takes the
time to compile and enter that information. I am certainly not
recommending that our readers contact J.B. There are other
talented individuals around that qualify to learn the procedures.
I do know, that in addition to the 112 entries that J.B. completed
for our project, he regularly makes like entries for our HPD Officers
that pass away from natural deaths.

To access this website, go to FIND A GRAVE-TEXAS. Then to
Cemeteries in Texas and to the County in question. After finding
the cemetery to feel like is what your are looking for, enter name
and search. In many cases, following this will work. Another
example is listed below in the next paragraph.
For anyone who is interested in checking out this process, they
can go to findagrave.com and then click on find a grave-millions
of records. Information on the name of the deceased will then
need to be entered, and as usual with website searches, the
more information entered increases the chance of locating
the gravesite, that is providing it has been previously entered
by someone. IF IT HAS NOT BEEN ENTERED, NOTHING WILL BE
LOCATED. This seems basic, and it is.

Continues on Page 20
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The Shotgun Corner

Market Hunting – Part 2
By M. D. Beale, Jr.

“Market men and their exploits are
now relegated to a few widely
scattered pages of history. No longer
are their kills of shorebirds, ducks,
geese swans and cranes bartered
at the edge of the town square
by game hawkers or hung across
market stalls or in the windows of bigcity markets. The sails of the market
hunter’s schooners and sloops have
all been furled, and his guns are now
silent, quiet, too is the Texas skyline,
once animated with wildfowl over
the coast, inland rivers, lakes, and
prairies. The great skeins of birds are
gone, probably for good, and it has
been too many years to blame that
on the market hunter.” Sawyer, R. K.,
Texas Market Hunting, 145, Number
Twenty-Four, Gulf Coast Books, Texas
A&M University Press, 2013.
The market hunter’s “glory days” only
spanned a few decades, roughly
from the 1880’s to the 1920’s. In the
end it burst into a “roman candle”
business that burned with a brilliant
brightness and white hot heat for a
few decades, and then, like fireworks
in the sky, faded away leaving little
trace of itself, unlike our other shortterm phenomenon, the American
cowboy and Prohibition era gangsters,
this despite the fact that at its height it
was a multi-million dollar industry.
Remember that until the building of
the ship channel that made the Port of
Houston what it is today, Galveston was
THE major city in Texas and the center
for all major shipping and commerce.
Keep in mind, too, that up until the
mid-1950’s, the fall migrations from
the Canadian breeding grounds of
wildfowl each year were in the billions,
then millions, all the way across the
United States.

The sky could be turned dark for hours by
migrating flocks of all kinds. Waterfowl
still generally concentrates in three great
“flyways” – The Atlantic, Central and
Pacific, ending in the southern shorelines
and waterways.
By necessity, the market hunters worked
in inaccessible marshes, swamps and
shorelines, much of the time in bad
weather. Getting an individual in and out
was always problematic, to say the least,
and adding a bulky burden increased
the logistics of the project exponentially.
Like all industries, the equipment and
techniques used to produce the products
evolved into more efficient models over
the years. They started with the most
basic, a shoulder fired flintlock musket.
Hand nets were used on occasion. A
single barrel of a musket can be reloaded,
with practice, in something like 30-45
seconds. A double-barrel gun, of course,
takes twice as long.
I once used a mid-1800 French doublebarreled percussion shotgun to take
a limit of 12 mourning doves. It took all
afternoon. It impressed on me why all
the men of that era carried long knives
and tomahawks – which do not have to
be reloaded after each use; and why the
bow and arrow could be an effective
countermeasure.
Generally speaking, an individual hunter
was limited each day to the number of
birds he could effectively hand carry
out of the field and to a place of sale
each day, which was somewhere in
the neighborhood of fifteen big birds or
maybe twenty-five duck size or a hundred
shore birds, or a combination of them.
Three things limited the operation: First
was how many birds could effectively
be harvested; second was how fast the
game would spoil: and the third was the
transportation of the game to a market.

Muzzleloading guns of the 1700’s evolved
from the flintlocks to the percussion cap
systems by 1850 or so, which marginally
increased the reliability of the guns in a
wet environment but did little to increase
rate of fire.
The big, heavy, bulky punt guns which
could be fired once per hunt for the most
part, greatly enhanced the number of
birds killed with one shot but did nothing
to help in the processing or shipment.
It was the development of the selfcontained shotgun shell and the
breechloading guns of the last half of the
1800’s which lead to the most effective
shoulder fired firearms that the market
hunters would use, the high capacity
magazines of the pump and semiautomatic shotguns, which were made
most effective by the development of
smokeless powder.
These later guns
when combined with punt guns and live
decoys lead to tremendous daily bags.
But it would be the use of drugged
bait that lead to the most devastating
damage. Large amounts of grain soaked
with opium and/or alcohol put out in long
narrow lines would lead to thousands of
birds being taken with nets and by hand
each day. One only wonders what effect
the diners experienced eating these birds.

Continues on Page 13
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Continues from Page 12
The early market hunters were limited by
how fast they could get their birds to a
customer. On warmer days a bird spoiled
in two or three days. Depending on how
cold it was that might be extended.
So, a hunter had to kill the birds, get them
out of the field, clean them or not, and
transport them to a place of sale. Before
the railroads this was either by human
power, pack animal, or cart. Twenty
miles was considered a day’s journey
walking to and from, and a little longer
on horseback. Not too efficient if it’s a
one-man operation and certainly labor
intensive. Even two or three men had a
hard time making it pay.
Three things contributed to the expansion
of the market hunting industry.
First
and foremost was the demand. All the
birds that could be taken could be sold
somewhere, probably still could. Second
was the development of the railroads.

After the War of the Rebellion the railroads
expanded even farther into all parts of
the country. Freight shipments became
much faster and more reliable. The third
key is refrigeration. When it became
possible to keep food from spoiling
for longer periods of time, it became
profitable to move into sophisticated and
more complex ways of doing business.
1861-1865 saw the demise and injury
of more than a million American men.
The recovery and population growth
enhanced by immigration created a
demand for more sources of food.
There were few rail lines in Texas before
and during the War. These were the
Sabine Pass to Beaumont, Galveston to
Houston, and Houston to Hockley and
Eagle Lake rail lines. As fast as the tracks
could be laid nearly every coastal town
got on the game market bandwagon.

The key to the whole deal was the Express
company. Around Texas there were
three: The Adams Express Company, the
Texas Wells Fargo Express Company, and
The Texas Express Company.
In the early 1800’s New England
developed the ice business by cutting
blocks from frozen lakes and streams
during the winter and storing them. Salt
and the New England ice were expensive
to use. But in the late 1870’s the Louisiana
Ice Manufacturing Company of New
Orleans developed an ice plant capable
of producing commercially viable
volumes. Texans loved it when it arrived
in Galveston in 1878. Plants proliferated
at every major port and inland city. Fish,
oyster, and game purveyors grabbed hold
of the new technology, paying between
three and eight dollars per ton by the late
1800’s to railroads with refrigerated cars.

Continues on Page 20
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Houston Police Burial Fund 2020 Annual Meeting
By Jay Gause

The Houston Police Burial Fund will
have its annual meeting on Thursday
January 9, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. at the
Knights of Columbus Hall located
at 607 E. Whitney in Houston, Texas.
All members of the Burial Fund are
invited to attend.
Board of Trustee positions 7, 8, and
9 will be elected at this meeting. To
run for a trustee position, one must
be a member of the Burial Fund
in good standing for at least two
years and be present at the annual
membership meeting, except as
otherwise provided by the bylaws.
Nominations will be taken from the
floor at the meeting.
Additionally,
the
following
two
amendments to the Burial Fund’s
bylaws will also be voted on.
Amendment 1
Amendment 1 completely strikes out
the entire paragraph, including the
title, of Section 6 Checks under Article
IV Dues, Fees, and Finances in the
Association’s Bylaws and replaces it
with the following title and paragraph:
Section 6. Disbursements
Approved physical checks, drafts,
or notes of the association shall be
signed by the treasurer. Approved
electronic fund transfer requests
from association accounts shall be
initiated by the treasurer. For such
disbursements to be approved, a
voucher with supporting details or
attachments shall be created and
signed by the treasurer. This voucher
shall be sent to the president for
approval. This voucher may be sent
and approved electronically or in
any other format established by the
board of trustees.

If the expenditure is appropriate, the
president will indicate his approval
by signing the voucher and returning
it to the treasurer. Only upon receipt
of such an approved voucher will
the treasurer disburse funds from the
association’s accounts.

The board of trustees may promulgate
written policy necessary to establish
or further enhance these internal
financial controls. The board of trustees
may designate other trustees who
may take the place of the treasurer
or president should one or both be
unable to perform these duties.
Section 6. Checks
All checks, drafts, and notes of the
association shall be signed by the
treasurer and countersigned by the
president, provided, however, that
in the event of the inability of the
treasurer or president, individuals
designated in writing by the board of
trustees may sign checks, drafts and
notes.
Amendment 3
Amendment 3 amends Item 3 under
Subsection A Regular of Section 2
Classification of Article III Members in
the Association’s Bylaws by adding
the following paragraphs:
Special open enrollment periods
may open membership up to
Houston police officers who did not
join the association during the normal
signup period indicated above
but who are otherwise eligible.
Such special open enrollment
periods must be approved by the
general membership at an annual
membership meeting and shall
expire no later than December 31
of the calendar year in which the
membership approved the open
enrollment.

To enroll during a special open
enrollment period, a Houston police
officer must pay all the dues he
would have paid had he joined
the association on his sworn date.
Compounded interest on these back
dues, at a rate established by the
board of trustees, also must be paid.
Special open enrollment is only
available to Houston police officers
who have been sworn members
of the Police Department less than
seven (7) years.
Explanation of Amendments
Amendment 1 allows the Burial Fund
to make use of modern electronic
banking, communication, and
filing systems.
Amendment 3 was requested by
nonmembers who wished to join the
Burial Fund. It also allows recruitment
of any cadet class that may have
not received an invitation to join the
Burial Fund.
The Board of Trustees unanimously
recommends the passage of these
amendments.
2020 Board
Schedule

of

Trustee

Meeting

At the present time, the Board has
set trustee meetings for 2020 on the
following Thursdays: March 5, May 7,
and September 3 at 12:30 p.m. in the
HPOU Director’s room and November
12 at 11:00 a.m. in the K of C Hall at 607
E. Whitney. Members are welcome to
address the board or ask questions
during these meetings.
You may submit questions or request a
copy of the current bylaws by emailing
jay.gause@ctrcc.com.
Retired Lieutenant Jay Gause is the president of the
Houston Police Burial Fund
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The Current History of Academy Class #34

EDITOR’S NOTE: ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS IN THE PAST, I HAVE BEEN ASKED TO EXPAND THIS COLUMN TO INCLUDE MORE DETAILED
INFORMATION REGARDING THE CLASS MEMBERS BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER THEIR RETIREMENT. I HAD BEEN RELUCTANT TO DO SO,
PARTIALLY DUE TO THE EXTRA RESEARCH REQUIRED AND MAINLY DUE TO AVOIDING ANY PRIVACY INFORMATION. ONE MEMBER OF
CLASS #35 HAS AGREED TO DO SOME OF THIS REQUIRED RESEARCH ON HIS CLASS AND I PLAN TO UTILIZE HIM FOR THAT PURPOSE. IN
THE FUTURE, I WILL PLACE A REQUEST IN THIS PUBLICATION FOR ANYONE WILLING TO ASSIST WITH THEIR CLASS TO CONTACT ME.

Just as with the previous class, this
was not a very large graduating class.
There were only thirty-one graduates
on April 13, 1967. In the class photo
of #34 were Chief Herman B. Short,
Inspector C.D. Taylor, Assistant Chief
George L. Seber, and Captain Harry D.
Caldwell . There were two females in
this class-Sandra G. Byers (Womack)
and Susan R. Loucks (Richards).
The following are not believed to have
remained with HPD long enough to have
earned a retirement: Howard W. Menville
(became a Secret Service agent), J.R.
McGuinn, T.E. Cole, Tim L. Myers (left
for a security position in the private
sector), C.A. Findlay (had previously
been a Houston Fireman) and was killed
in the early 1980’s in an off-duty traffic
accident, and Daniel M. Pugh.
This class has the unfortunate
distinction of having three members
KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY. Only Class
#39 can share that tragic record. The
story of these three men’s lives and
deaths are well documented in the
book by this writer entitled FALLEN
HEROES OF THE BAYOU CITY. They are:
LOUIS RAYMOND KUBA, shot and
killed at the TSU Riot on May 17, 1967,
after having served only thirty-four
days of active duty. HPD’s Planning
and Research Division published a
document entitled 34 DAYS. This story
will be published in this issue of the
Retired Badge. Officer Kuba left a
wife, who gave birth to their daughter
two months after he was killed. He
was also survived by his parents and a
large number of siblings.

DAVID FRANKLIN NOEL, stabbed and
killed while working an extra job on
June 17, 1972. He left behind a wife
and two daughters as well as a large
extended family.

...Wylie D. Nickell, a Detective, 40,
2007; Robert E. Serres, 22, 1989; Joe
D. Shockley, 38, 2005;
Raymond
A. Smith, a Sergeant, 38, 2005; and
Sandra G. Womack, 21, 1988.

DARYL WAYNE SHIRLEY, shot and killed
on April 28, 1982, while attempting to
arrest an out-of-state fugitive. He left
behind a daughter and two sons, both
of which became law enforcement
Officers.

Three members of this class are known
to have retired but exercised their
privacy rights through HPOPS. They
are E.U. Farias, a Detective, and also
Robert and Howard Holderreith, both
of whom retired and then went on to
work a second career with the Harris
County Precinct 5 Constable’s Office.
There was a tremendous amount of
seniority in this class. The last Man
Standing is Wylie Nickell (40 years),
followed by Benard Pohl, 39 years, Joe
Shockley and Raymond Smith with 38
years, and Van Knox, David Massey,
and Gary Mathews with 37 years.

The following earned their HPD
retirement but have since passed
away. They are, along with their years
of service and year of death: Nathan
G. Brumley, died of cancer in 1983
and had been previously been shot
in the LINE OF DUTY in the mid 1970’s
while working in Narcotics; Steve E.
Hendricks, 24, 2018; Michael E. Hurley,
a Detective, 20, 2012; Ephirne F. Leija,
a Captain, 23, 1998; Benard A. Pohl, a
Detective, 39, 2016; Susan J. Richards,
27, 2012; Harvey L. Trigg, 22, 2019 (had
a second career in the restaurant and
catering business in Humble); and
Douglas F. Willis, 35, 2009.
Those that earned at least their
twenty-year retirement are as follows,
along with their years of service and
year of retirement: Wayne M. Jones, a
Detective, 33, 2000; George A. Knight,
25, 1992, Van C. Knox, a Detective, 37,
2004; David B. Massey, a Captain, 37,
2004; Gary G. Mathews, a Lieutenant,
37, 2004; Earl D. Musick, a Lieutenant,
32, 1999, who went on to work as
a Prosecutor in the Harris County
D.A.’s Office and is now a respected
Attorney in Houston; ...

May the Good Lord continue to bless
all of these men and women and their
families and also with the KUBA, NOEL,
and SHIRLEY families.

Nelson J. Zoch,
October 17, 2019
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

5			Dorothy Niemeier
11			Pat Williams
13, 1929		
Bobby Gene Lott
15, 1942		
Fred C. Sparks
15, 1946		
George Powers
20, 1934		
Morris Shofner
21			
James R. Walker
21, 1954		
Rick Walker
24, 1977		
Rebecca and Iffy Flores
18			May Walker
23, 1946		
Sue and Forrest Turbeville
26			Margie Frank
28, 1937		
Earl Jones
29			
Dorothy and Jim Ashby
31,1937		
Don Cotton

JAN

3, 1954		
D.G. Scott
6, 1949		
Carmen Cantu Lott
9			Marie Fish
9, 1937		
Willie Joe Kovar
16, 1937		
La Jean Baker
16, 1947		
Harry “Wo” Womack
18			Carolyn Foster
19			Mary Nichols
25, 1947		
Steve Rayne
28			Jim Ashby
29, 1977		
Carey and Yvonne Ledet
31			Ken DeFoor

EDITOR’S NOTE: Information on birthdays and anniversaries is only printed at the request of
the members involved. The requestor is totally responsible for the accuracy of said information.
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Membership Application and Benefits
information on page 25

MOBILE COP SHOP
Mobile Cop Shop

SINCE 1990

SUPPLIES FOR THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
mobilecopshop.com - for schedule
SPRING, TEXAS
(281) 353-5329

J.R. KNOTT
MOBILE (713) 822-8160

Law Enforcement prices on
Smith & Wesson and Sig Sauer
Duplicate badges -full or wallet size
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EDITOR’S NOTE: There are some that may think that revisiting this tragedy might be a bad idea. However, for those of us who were
not on HPD at the time, I feel it is beneficial to learn more about how this unrest and ultimate tragedy came to be. I was some eight
months away from joining HPD and unbelievably, I was totally unaware of the TSU riot even though I was attending night classes at
the University of Houston, just a very short distance from TSU. There are those who feel like history should be re-written to make the
circumstances different from what they actually were. We will not go there. This is what happened and it is HISTORY.

34 Days a Police Officer!
Following the tragic death of HPD
Officer Louis R. Kuba at the TSU riot
on May 17, 1967, this event became
a widely discussed topic.
By the
authority of Houston Police Chief
Herman B. Short, the Planning and
Research Division of HPD documented
the events surrounding this civil unrest
in our city. This compilation of facts
leading up to the TSU Riot was printed
by HPD entitled 34 Days A Police
Officer!, representing the very short
period of time that Officer Kuba
served this city as a Houston Police
Officer prior to his senseless DEATH IN
THE LINE OF DUTY. Ironically, Officer
Kuba graduated from Academy
Class #34.
While
this
is
not
confirmed,
information was received that in
the 1980’s, a Houston Police Chief
read and immediately disliked this
departmentally generated document
and attempted to retrieve all copies
of 34 DAYS. Apparently he did not
obtain all of them. The following is the
gist, and in some instances, verbatim
from the document. It was written
by a City of Houston Department,
and the content thereof should be
considered a matter of public record.
FROM 34 DAYS A POLICE OFFICER!
“There is no grievance that is a fit
subject of redress by mob law”.
Abraham Lincoln.
Time-Table of Events Preceding the
Riot at Texas Southern University
October, 1966
TSU Friends of SNCC organized.October
4, 1966. James Forman of SNCC speaks
to TSU students on the subject of “Black
Power – A New Religion?”.

December 13, 1966
Mayor Welch picketed during a speech
on the campus of TSU.
March 9, 1967
Franklin Alexander of the W.E.B. DuBois
Club speaks to TSU students. (Dubois
organization is alleged to be a Communist
front according to J. Edgar Hoover,
Director of the F.B.I.)
March 12, 1967		
Demonstration and march through
downtown Houston to the Offices of the
State Attorney General.
March 28, 1967		
Boycott of TSU classes
demonstrations begin.

and

7:00 PM
5/16/67
Criminal Intelligence Officers take up
special assignments in the vicinity of Texas
Southern University.
8:15 PM
5/16/67
Fifty students are observed milling
around in front of the TSU Student
Center Building.
10:15 PM
5/16/67
Crowd increases to approximately
150 persons. Five subjects approach
the crowd stating: “they killed a six
year old child out near the Scenic
Woods School.” “What do you intend
to about it?” This was false.

mass

April 3, 1967 		
TSU cafeteria is left in shambles by
students.
April 13, 1967 		
Stokley Carmichael comes to Houston for
a series of speeches.

10:20 PM
5/16/67
An object is thrown at observing
officers, and strikes the police vehicles.
10:25 PM
5/16/67
Subject approaches officers and
shouts: “You better get out of Here,
man, before you get killed.”

April 22-23, 1967
Motorists traveling on Wheeler Street were
stoned by gangs of Negro students.

10:30 PM
5/16/67
Armed subject is arrested on TSU
Campus.
The
pistol
recovered
was found to be stolen.

May 13, 1967 		
Motorists again harassed by Negro gangs
on Wheeler Street.

10:40 PM
5/16/67
A detective unit is struck by a thrown
brick.

May 15-16, 1967		
Demonstrations
and
picketing
at
Northwood Junior High School and
Holmes Road dump are participated in
by TSU students.

10:45 PM
5/16/67
Crowd continues to grow and more
inciting statements are made. Rocks,
bricks, and other missiles are thrown
at police vehicles.

May 16- 17, 1967		
Riot at TSU Chronology

Continues on Page 20
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Phase Down, Social Security Information, and Firearms Qualifications Guidelines

PHASE DOWN INFORMATION:
Per the Meet & Confer
Agreement, retirees on Phase Down may be eligible to use
their accumulated time to secure active city insurance rates
for up to four years if their accrued time allows. After four years,
the retiree must move to retiree insurance rates, even if they
are able to remain on Phase Down. The City does not send
out reminders; thus, at least one and a half months prior to the
time your active insurance expires, contact the COH-HR (*) to
complete the necessary paperwork for moving your deductions
from your Phase Down check to a HPOPS deduction. Failure to
do this can result in you losing your Health, Vision, and/or Dental
coverage. Retirees still on active insurance rates who are
completely ending their Phase Down period should do likewise.
Also, if a retiree opts out of active medical insurance during
Phase-Down, it may not be possible to opt-in at a later date.
Verify your personal situation and your proper course of action
in writing with COH H.R.

There is no longer a wait to allow active officers to qualify
first, so it is in your best interest to arrive approx. 30 minutes
early for paperwork completion, which is done in the old
Drivers Training Trailer (3rd door entrance). Remember to
send in your paperwork approx. two weeks before your
birthday month. You will then later be contacted by
Range personnel. Retirees can call 832-394-2500 with any
additional questions.
SOCIAL SECURITY WEP & GPO INFORMATION: In a recent
edition of the Retired Badge, there is a very long and
detailed article explaining the WINDFALL ELIMINATION
PROVISION (WEP) and the GOVERNMENT PENSION OFFSET
(GPO), and what retirees can do to assist in getting these
terrible measures repealed. Without repeating everything
therein, if you didn’t read the article, we encourage you
to visit the HPROA website and access the link to the
archived 2019 June-July edition of the Retired Badge (see
the article on page 22).

*see insert in this paper titled: “City of Houston Human
Resources Insurance Department Contact Numbers”
FIREARMS QUALIFICATION GUIDELINES
Firearms qualification for retirees has been moved to the Indoor
Range at the Academy. Retirees can shoot the line at 11am
Monday to Friday.

Chrysler • Jeep • Dodge • Ram

Call President Alan Helfman

President Alan Helfman
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Continues from Page 18
10:50 PM
5/16/67
In response to the hail of thrown
objects, officers maneuver police
vehicles so that their headlights
illuminate the Student Center Building.

1:30 AM
5/17/67
Police withdraw a block away from
campus at request of Negro leaders.
Negro leaders attempt to negotiate
with rioters.

11:00 PM
5/16/67
Sporadic firing from mens’ dorms
begins.
Officers observe armed
Subject run towards the Student
Center.

1:30 AM to 2:00 AM
5/17/67
Rioters rush out of buildings after
police withdrawal and barricade
Wheeler Street with construction
materials and Asphalt barrels, which
are set afire.

11:30 PM
5/16/67
Officer Blaylock is wounded by sniper
fire from the TSU Campus.
11:35 PM
5/16/67
Police reinforcements arrive at the
scene and snipers continue to fire
from TSU dormitories.

2:00 AM
5/17/67
Police begin moving
Campus.

in

on

2:20 AM
5/17/67
Officer Kuba is mortally wounded by
sniper fire.
2:20 AM
5/17/67
Male student is wounded.
3:05 AM
5/17/67
TSU Campus is secured by the police.
8:00 AM
5/17/67
Officer Kuba expires.

TSU

2:20 AM
5/17/67
Officer Dugger is shot by sniper fire.

Continues from Page 13
Game
market
companies
developed, hiring their own hunters,
boats, leases and buying land. It
became very competitive.
The
hunters would bait areas, use live
decoys, and shoot all they could.

Sloops with ice or refrigeration would
meet them in the field, store the birds,
and when the hold was full the load
would be transported and stored in a
cold storage warehouse where they
would be packed for shipment via
the railroads to all points north.

It’s hard to imagine now the vast expanse
of the remote swamps, open marshes and
wetlands from Brownsville, Texas, all the way
to the Florida Keys and the millions of birds
that filled them along the Gulf Coast, so vast
that only human greed could decimate it.
Next time we can look at the hard death
of market hunting in Texas. See y’all at
the range or in the field.

Continues from Page 11
To J.B. Haney, the street cop out of
Central Patrol, the quiet unassuming
man who, when he is able to attend
HPROA meetings that sits so very
quietly on the back row, the HPROA
would like this article to not only
be of benefit for its membership,
should they care to research and
participate, but mainly to pay
tribute to you.

To Retired HPD Officer James B.
Haney,
J.B., thanks not only for
your forty-two years of service with
HPD, but also much thanks for your
continued efforts to honor and
memorialize these individuals.
Your effort is a worthwhile activity
and we hope and sincerely pray
that you will have the good health
to continue on with this effort.

Nelson Zoch
November 19, 2019

NOTE: You may or may not recognize
J.B., but if you have attended many
Police Officer funeral services, he
was probably the only one wearing
a hand-tied bow-tie.
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Insurance Contact Information
RETIREE RESOURCES - Main Number
832.393.6000
Option #2
retireebenefits@Houstontx.gov
CIGNA
832.393.6191
(local)		
832.393.6192
832.393.6193
800.997.1406
(national)
www.cigna.com
www.mycigna.com

DELTA DENTAL
832.393.6157
For contacting and searching for a dentist
DHMO			 844.282.7637
DPPO			 855.242.1549
deltadentalins.com/
cityofhoustonbenefits.org
LIFE INSURANCE (through City of Houston)
832.393.6000

Due to the lack of personnel and others on leave, just leave your information on the voice
mail. It may take a few days for a representative to return your call.
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From the Entertainment Committee
Hello Retirees and Friends,
Well, here’s to another year. It began
with our Houston Reunion on April 27,
2019 with 178 attendees. It ended
with our Fredericksburg Reunion on
October 5, 2019 with a total of 153
attendees. Even though we did not
have very many members attend the
Fredericksburg Reunion we all had a
good time. The weather was good for
us. The food catered by Boondocks
was catfish, fries, hush puppies, beans,
cole slaw and banana pudding for
dessert. As always, DELICIOUS.
Then there was our Silent Auction that
brought in a total of $1525. Many
members that attended did not
come empty handed. They brought
several nice items for the Auction.
Then we had some members that
could not find their perfect buy, so
they gave monetary donations. This
is what makes our Auction a success.
God Bless You All! All proceeds go
towards the HPROA.

Our “Special Thanks” to Lamar and
Dee Kimble for hosting the Reunion.
They made all arrangements for the
event and decorated all the tables.
They made sure the coffee pots
were ready for our sweet Secretary,
Sue Gaines to turn on early Saturday
morning for our members.
We would like to extend our “Thanks”
to all our wonderful volunteers. On
Friday, Frank & Paulette VanVolkom,
Sherry & Rusty Bridges, E.J. & Delores
Smith, Steve & Vickie Rayne, Sue
Gaines and Fred Walschburger. On
Saturday again the same folks above,
along with Richard & Cathy Buckles
who made sure everyone got signed
in and Delbert Logsdon capturing
photos
of
everyone
enjoying
themselves.
Hope you looked at
pictures on the website. We certainly
appreciated everyone’s help.

Our next upcoming event is our
Surviving Spouse Luncheon. It is going
to be March 17, 2020 at The Houston
Racquet Club located at 10709
Memorial Drive Houston, Texas 77024
from 10A - 2P. This is a complimentary
luncheon for all surviving spouses
and a guest. Any HPROA member
is welcomed to attend for $30 per
person.
All surviving spouses will
get invitations by mail about 6 weeks
before the luncheon. Please respond
by indicated date.

And thanks to Dan & Maria McAnulty
for bringing several Door Prize Baskets.
I am sure those that were lucky to have
won a basket were very pleased.

Love, joy and peace are the ingredients
for a wonderful Christmas. We hope you
find these all festive season. Have a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Following the Surviving Spouse
Luncheon, we are planning our
Houston Reunion. As soon as we get
a definite date we shall pass it on.
Hope everyone continues to attend
our events and perhaps a monthly
meeting when possible.

Matt and Rosalie Potell

2019 Police Week Memorial Ceremony
and Family Reception
As many of you were aware of, the 2019
Police Week ceremonies were cancelled
in May of this year due to the large
amount of rain being experienced in the
downtown Houston area at that time. It
was felt that the safety of the attendees
could have been placed in danger and
the Police Chief made the decision to
cancel at that time. With the assistance
of the HPPU, the Honor Guard, and the
HPROA, numerous phone calls were
made to get the message out to the
families of our HPD Officers who had LOST
THEIR LIVES IN THE LINE OF DUTY.

The events were rescheduled for
October 18, 2019 and another round of
invitations were mailed out by the three
organizations sponsoring the reception at
the HPOU Building.

The events were rescheduled for
October 18, 2019 and another round of
invitations were mailed out by the three
organizations sponsoring the reception at
the HPOU Building.

Friday, October 18, turned out to be a
beautiful day but for whatever reasons,
attendance was down from previous
years. Attendance at the reception at
the HPOU Building, held before and after
the official ceremonies at the Police
Memorial on Memorial Drive, included
family representative from at least
fourteen families.

Friday, October 18, turned out to be a
beautiful day but for whatever reasons,
attendance was down from previous
years. Attendance at the reception at
the HPOU Building, held before and after
the official ceremonies at the Police

Continues on Page 23
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Those families attending this year
were from the Alberto Vasquez,
Francis
Eddie
Wright,
Johnny
Bamsch, William DeLeon, David
Huerta, Claude Branon, Henry
Canales, Jose Zamarron, Charles
J. Clark, Steve Perez, Gary Gryder,
Michael Roman, Ira Raney and
Richard Keith Martin families.

At this year’s Memorial Service,
the HPD Honor Guard presented
the colors after the seating of the
Surviving Family Members.
The
National Anthem was sung by
HPD’s Melissa Saldivar Hamilton and
Yvonne Molina. The invocations was
given by HPD Chaplain Senior Officer
Monty Mongomery.

This writer, with the able assistance
of his son Andy, has created a new
data base to better maintain contact
information with over one hundred
and eighty-three contacts with
family members of the one hundred
and fourteen families of those that
made the ultimate sacrifice. Through
the efforts of Lisa Marino, Executive
Secretary of the HPOU, Sergeant
Armstrong of the Honor Guard, and
HPROA’s Sue Gaines, Barbara Cotton
and Nelson Zoch, invitations are
mailed out to these family members.

Master of Ceremonies, Mr. Bil Balleza,
of KPRC Channel 2, then introduced
special guests and remarks were
given by Mayor Sylvester turner and
Chief of Police Art Acevedo.
If you have never attended this
ceremony,
then
the
following
occurs: A solemn roll call is read of
the one hundred and fourteen HPD
Officers who have LOST THEIR LIVES
IN THE LINE OF DUTY. One hundred
and fourteen of today’s HPD FINEST
stand to represent those who are no
longer with us.

The presentation of the Memorial
Wreath is conducted by Mayor
Turner and Chief Acevedo . This is
then followed by the 21 Gun Salute
and Taps by the HPD Honor Guard
and the lighting of the candle by
Mayor Turner and Chief Acevedo
and the song AMAZING GRACE by
the Houston Fire Department Bag
Pipers. The ceremony is completed
with the Benediction by HPD
Chaplain Officer Vincent Johnson.
Again, this is a most solemn and
impressive ceremony conducted
to honor our FALLEN BROTHERS AND
SISTERS. Whether or not you have
lost a family member or friend,
you might benefit in attending this
ceremony in May, 2020. METRO
operates several buses to transport
individuals
to
the
Memorial
Ceremony from the HPOU Building.

Nelson J. Zoch

This is Your
Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed
and encouraged to submit articles for publication in
this newspaper. Opinions, events, war stories, family
announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our
members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect
your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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Things Gone Wrong
Have you ever noticed how when things seem to go
wrong, all tends to go south. Example, the morning
coffee is cold, the dog has chased down another of the
neighbor’s chickens, mama is unhappy and worst of all,
you run out of toilet tissue. Well, I know it happens to all of
us but for some, it seems to be the norm.
Listen to this. Just this weekend, my bride, Delores, and
I travel south to Matagorda County, Sargent, Texas. We
arrive in 100 degree heat while battling 135 miles of traffic,
highway construction, vehicular collisions, two dogs
(neither belongs to me). I have the pleasure of caring
for them as my children are busy. Anyway, we arrive,
finally, and exit the truck to find the yard is a mess due to
recent winds from the Gulf. The house interior is unkempt
as guests visited and apparently left quickly and every
smoke detector is speaking to you telling you they are in
need of new batteries.

An electrical surge has evidently occurred as all clocks
are blinking and electrical appliances don’t seem to
want to cooperate. Then you notice the Pergo flooring
somewhat uneven and upon checking, find a water leak.
That is just very nice. Later, I find that my neighbor, who
has decided to use my riding mower and proceeded to
cut everything in the county and especially those areas
with lots of debris which tears up mower belts and blades
and produces holes in 2-ply tires, has decided to leave
the evidence parked in my storage shed. Now, it’s time to
load the mower by backing into a ditch and after much
sweat and lots of grunting manage to secure said mower
for travel to service. Then it happens, just as you thought
things couldn’t get worse, it does. As you pull forward
from the ditch, someone has placed a concrete culvert
too close to your $300 tire with 2-ply sidewalls and that’s
that. And you tell me to have a nice day. I’ll respond to
that at the next HPROA meeting.

Killed in the Line of Duty
January

December
December 12, 1901		

Herman Youngst

January 21, 1925		

Pete Corrales

December 12, 1901		

John C. James

January 25, 1927		

Perry Page Jones

December 17, 1929		

C.F. Thomas

January 12, 1954		

Smith A. “Buster” Kent

December 03, 1930		

J.D. Landry

January 21, 1967		

Louis Lyndon Sander

December 01, 1936		

James T. Gambill

January 31, 1970		

Leon Griggs

December 10, 1971		

Claude Ronnie Beck

January 31, 1971		

Robert Wayne Lee

December 09, 1989		

J.C. Boswell

January 09, 1973		

Antonio Guzman Jr.

December 24, 1995		

Dawn S. Erickson

January 30, 1975		

Johnny T. Bamsch

December 07, 2008		

Tim Abernethy

January 28, 1976		

George Garza Rojas

January 06, 1994		

Michael Paul Roman

January 31, 1994		

Guy Patrick Gaddis

January 10, 2001		

Dennis Holmes
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WE REMEMBER

IN MEMORIUM
WITH PRIDE

JANUARY

DECEMBER
1, 2001		

Ronald R. Acton

19, 2002		

Richard J. Weimmer

2, 1987		

Charles C. Correll

19, 2004		

Louise Moerbe

1, 2006		

Jerry W. Ellis

19, 2016		

Elmer C. Tyler

2, 2003		

Willie M. Johnson

19, 2012		

John M. Adams

1, 2010		

Antonio S. Garza

20, 2000		

James E. Gunn

2, 2010		

Paul Bradley Santerre

19, 2017		

Floyd Stokes Brewton

1, 2014		

William Allen Perdue

20, 2015		

Roy A. Skorupinski

2, 2017		

Norbert L. LeBlanc

19, 2017		

George R. Neal

1, 2016		

William Jean Watt

21, 2001		

Harry Brien

3, 1994		

Billy D. Fariss

20, 2002		

Bobbie Rae Gordy

2, 2008		

Daniel L. Moorman

21, 2017		

Delvin Kendrick

3, 2009		

Raymond Kelnar

20, 2010		

James M. Smith

3, 2011		

Paul Logan Hastings Jr.

21, 2017		

Donald E. Saathoff

4, 2001		

Bruce C. Williams

21, 2008		

Thomas A. Light Jr.

3, 2012		

Willie Ray Harrison

22, 1983		

George P. Wondrak III

4, 2008		

Pedro “Pete” Jalomo

21, 2013		

Arnold P. Smith

4, 1985		

Eddie E. Tessier

22, 2004		

Mary Ann Moore

4, 2010		

Hardy E. Massey

22, 2001		

Glen Ray Goodnight

4, 2004		

Roy A. Drude

23, 1998		

Earl Leon Williams

4, 2017		

James A. Jenkins

22, 2001		

Clyde O. Buckner

5, 2005		

Phil Graveline

23, 2001		

Billy Wayne Laha

5, 1998		

Bobby W. Edwards

22, 2017		

Jerry T. Carr

5, 2015		

Robert F. Dowdy

23, 2004		

Mary Ann Moore

5, 2002		

Paul W. Bonds

22, 2018		

Sherwood Bradshaw

6, 2005		

J.R. Smith

23, 2005		

Bobby L. Jancik

5, 2002		

George A. Olin

23, 2006		

Patricia Ann Dickel

6. 2014		

Jesse Foroi Jr.

24, 2001		

Reba L. Binford

6, 2002		

Glenn Earl Abbitt

24, 2009		

Jimmie C. Robbins

6, 2015		

John T. Gallemore

24, 2002		

Charles “Don” O’dell

6, 2012		

Nicolette S. Bozeman

25, 2001		

Oscar H. McKissack

7, 2003		

Wayne C. Williams

25, 1989		

Chief Herman B. Short

6, 2013		

Henry Wayne Kersten

26, 1993		

Charles R. Holmes

7, 2018		

Lila Berner

25, 2004		

Norman C. Pool Jr.

7, 2002		

Iris C. Gilbert

26, 2004		

Truman D. Sheffield

8, 2008		

Timothy Abernethy 		

25, 2010		

John G. Chapman

7, 2005		

Clarence I. Darrow

26, 2006		

Howard G. Parrott

(LOD)

27, 2005		

Leroy N. Zoch

7, 2008		

Joe H. Sullins

27, 1993		

Roy Graves

9, 1999		

James D. Evans

27, 2012		

Justine Neal

8, 2003		

David Smith

27, 2003		

Norman A. Miller

9, 2005		

A.L. Swearingen

27, 2014		

James E. Moore

8, 2011		

Lambert L. Mokwa

27, 2010		

Joel Garza

10, 2013		

Richard A. Puckett

27, 2015		

Charles F. Squyres

9, 2003		

Vance Tompkins

28, 2005		

Ralph Wood Jr.

11, 2003		

Donald G. Easterling

28, 1998		

Irvin E. McComas

9, 2005		

E.C. Rogers

28, 2009		

Charles O. Ford

12, 1991		

Paul Hensley

28, 1989		

Herman B. Short

10, 2014		

Joseph M. Schultea

28, 2011		

Irwin H. Gaman

12, 2002		

James H. Jones

29, 2007		

Thomas J. Buchanan

10, 2013		

James R. Harrison

28, 2011		

Bobby F. Adams

12, 2003		

Norman V. Marriott

30, 2002		

Alice Lopez Ontiveros

11, 2010		

Drayton M. Fults

29, 2003		

Dana A. Wagner

12, 2011		

Edker J. Mikeal

31, 2001		

Walter Forrest Nall

11, 2017		

John H. Eaton

29, 2011		

Richard L. Lineberger

13, 2010		

Jay W. McFarlane

31, 2003		

James M. Bullard

13, 2002		

George D. Shelton

30, 2007		

Douglas Larry Smith

13, 2017		

Steven W. Authier

31, 2006		

Billy M. Ledsinger

13, 2010		

Bennie Jordy

31, 2011		

Sidney Anderson Jr.

14, 1998		

R.A. Jackson

31, 2017		

Paul K. McKeehan

13, 2010		

Edmund J. Brossman

31, 2017		

Kenneth Montgomery

14, 2003		

Joyce M. Yanchak

31, 2018		

Thomas E. Baker

14, 1998		

Tim A. Furlow

14, 2015		

Marilynn Bolton

15, 2001		

Fred E. Langhorne

15, 1995		

O.V. Fulbright

15, 2014		

Sanford A. Price

15, 2002		

Robert J. Hadaway

16, 2002		

Kevin D. Skelton

16, 2001		

Martin “Luke” Fowler

16, 2019		

Elayne Mahrer

16, 2007		

Jack Pharries

17, 2012		

Robert Kussy

16, 2010		

Robert L. Curl Jr.

18, 2016		

Louis F. Roy

16, 2018		

Carl Wayne Williams

18, 2019		

Orris D. Patrick

17, 2009		

George Frankovich Jr.

19, 1993		

W.W. Stephenson

17, 2015		

David Galindo

18, 2003		

Fay Kostakis Weimmer

19, 2001		

Michael J. Bellipanni
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Houston Police Retired Officers Association

Membership Application Form
WE REMEMBER

P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219
Phone/Fax (713) 802-2967 or 1-866-856-7252

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS NOT THE CORRECT FORM FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP
Name*: ______________________________________________

Employee Number*: ___________________________________

Spouse’s Name: ______________________________________

Your HPD Class Number*: ______________________________

Your Date of Birth*: ____________________________________

Your Date of Retirement*: ______________________________

Address*: _____________________________________________

City*: _________________________________________________

State*: ________________________________________________

Zip Code*: ____________________________________________

Home Phone*: ________________________________________

Cell Phone: ___________________________________________

Email Address*: _______________________________________

SS#* (Last 4#s)***_**_: __________________________________

Gender:

[__] Male

[__] Female

Referred by: ___________________________________________
Marital Status: [__] Married [__] Single [__] Widowed
If you are a widow and have remarried, please give
full name of deceased spouse:
_______________________________________________________
I am presently enrolled in the D.R.O.P. program:
[__] Yes
[__] No
Suggested membership is $100, ($75 yearly dues and a voluntary
contribution of $25 or more can be made to the PAC (Political
Action Committee fund), for a total of $100 or more. Yearly
membership will be renewable annually and a reminder will be
mailed to you prior to that date each year.
Add $40 for the TMPA Legal Defense Fund for those who want to
carry TMPA provided insurance for firearms coverage.
Members are required to be receiving a retirement benefit from
the Houston Police Officers Pension System, City of Houston, “(for
prior City Marshalls, Airport and Park Police Officers)” or presently
enrolled in HPD D.R.O.P and hereby apply for membership in
the HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION (HPROA).

Please give us your credit card information for payment,
or print form and send payment to the address shown at
top of form.
NOTE: MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE SUBMITTED TO
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON THE SECOND THURSDAY OF
EACH MONTH.
Once approved, you will receive your membership
package. Please allow 3-4 Weeks total from date the
application was submitted
Credit Card Information (All Fields Required)
Card Type: ____________________________________________
Cardholders First Name:________________________________
Cardholders Last Name: _______________________________
Credit Card Number: __________________________________
Exp. Date: ____________________________________________
Security code: ________________________________________
Billing Street Address: _________________________________

Please fill in amounts:

Billing City: ___________________________________________

Annual Dues			$75

Billing State: __________________________________________

PAC Donation			$______ ($25 Suggested Amount)

Billing Zip Code: ______________________________________

TMPA Legal Defense Fund		
If YES $40 fee			

Billing Country: _______________________________________

[__] Yes
$_______

Total Amount				$_______

[__] No

If you do not receive a reply from the HPROA Office within
10 days, please contact us (713) 802-2967
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HPROA Benefits

In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired
officers to have the same type of organized representation that
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired
officers an official organization to represent them regarding
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits.
The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization.
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being:
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.
The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from
within its membership and answers only to the membership of
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?
Membership Benefits
I. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension
benefits
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by sponsoring reunions
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception

IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of
deceased member
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607
E. Whitney.
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Veteran’s Day 2019
Veteran’s Day, 2019, was on Monday,
November 11. This day signifies that
at the eleventh hour on the eleventh
day of the eleventh month of this
century, the armistice was signed
which ended the hostilities of the
Greatest War known to mankind
at the time, World War I. For many
years, this day was commonly known
as Armistice Day but is nowofficially
recognized as Veteran’s Day.

At the business meeting of the HPROA
on Thursday, November 14, our own
Retired Senior Officer Steve Benavides
took some time to honor all veterans
everywhere, in particular those who
were in attendance that day. Steve is a
veteran of the Viet Nam War and is a true
patriot. He was been active in HPD VFW
Post 6010 and is the current Commander.
Membership in this organization has
been dwindling for some time but Steve
and a few others are doing their best to
keep the Post alive.

Steve took the floor and requested
that all present that were veterans to
rise and be recognized. He was then
assisted by our member Jay Gause in
passing out not only USA flags, but also
poppies. Thanks, Steve, for all that
you do for our veterans. A photo of
those present is included in this issue.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

Nelson J. Zoch

Retiree Roundup
The Retired Badge December 2019 - January 2020 Edition
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FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • PAT KAINER • MATTIE PROVOST • RAY SMITH

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance.

SEPTEMBER 2019
Ed Whitehead: (9-1-19 nf) In August, Ed
underwent heart valve replacement.
Patsy reports that Ed is now a patient
at Methodist in the Woodlands being
treated for pneumonia and possible
heart failure. Continue to lift up your
prayers for Ed and all involved in his
care.
Nelson Foehner: (9-12-19rh) Nelson
advised that a bone marrow biopsy
in August changed his diagnosis from
Sarcoma to Lymphoma cancer. A
third biopsy procedure yesterday
should confirm the specific type of
Lymphoma by next week, followed
by a treatment protocol. UPDATE (924-19) Nelson advised that his biopsy
in July was diagnosed as Sarcoma
cancer. A recent bone marrow biopsy
and M.D. Anderson tissue biopsy was
diagnosed confirmed the caner as
lymphoma, but they could not specify
whether the cancer was Hodgkin or
Non-Hodgkin. A chemo “cocktail”
treatment will begin within the next
few days. Nelson and his family are
inviting all your prayers.
Mike McDonald: (9-20-19 nf) We visited
with Mike by phone this evening and he
reports that he underwent hip surgery
last Wednesday and is recovering
fine expecting to go home tomorrow
(9/21/19) Lift up your prayers that he
would have speedy & full recovery.

Richard Sumner: (9-21-19) Barbara
Cotton advised us that she had
just talked with to Sharlot Sumner,
Richard’s wife, this morning. Sharlot
told Barbara that Richard was
admitted to Memorial Hermann
Hospital on the Katy Freeway
Wednesday night and that yesterday
he took a turn for the worse. Sharlot
said they are going to make him as
comfortable as possible, his cancer
in his left lung is about 70%. She said
he opens his eyes from time to time
and he did acknowledge them this
morning. He is unable to receive
phone calls at this time. Please keep
Sharlot and Richard in your prayers.
Doug Bostock: (9-28-19 NF) Doug
was
admitted
to
Willowbrook
Methodist hospital this evening for a
severe case of Cellulitus in his right
leg on which he had surgery some
months ago. He had post surgery
healing problems that required
weeks in rehab facilities. He was
released from Kindred Rehab about
a month ago and another infection
was diagnosed today. He is in Room
6419. Lift up your prayers for Doug
that he might recover quickly.

Homer F. Harris, Jr., August 25, 2019
Victor Cozma, member,
August 28, 2019
Michael R. Charrier, August 30, 2019
Joe E. Skipper, member,
September 5, 2019
Michael K. Guerin,
member, September 7, 2019
James L. Summers, Jr., member,
September 12, 2019
Larry L. Jerden, September 13, 2019
John Benjamin Gill, son of member
Benjamin Gill, September 15, 2019
Marvin D. Seber, September 17, 2019
Clifford Leroy Dismuke,
September 27, 2019
Dale D. Pendleton,
September 27, 2019
Harvey L. Trigg, September 29, 2019
Richard Sumner, member,
September 30, 2019

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF
SEPTEMBER 2019
Waymon O. Allen, Jr., July 16, 2019

“Teach a child to be polite and
courteous in the home and, when
he grows up, he will never be able to
merge his car onto the freeway”

Continues on Page 30
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OCTOBER 2019
Doug Bostock: (10-2-19 nf) Doug
was released from the hospital
this afternoon and is now at
home recovering with 2 weeks of
oral medications of heavy duty
antibiotics that should eliminate
the infection in his leg. Continue to
lift up those prayers for Doug’s full
recovery.
David Sheetz: (10-7-19 nf) We
visited with David via phone and
he advised that on 10-1-19 he had
knee replacement surgery which
did not go as expected. Initially,
there was postoperative pain and
bleeding that took a couple of days
to control and then his oxygen level
fell to concerning levels. All of which
required his hospitalization until 106-19. He is now at home taking his
meds hoping for a pain free and
speedy recovery. We pray for that
outcome also.
M.D. Beale Jr: (10-7-19 nf) Medwin
reports that on 9-30-19 he was
admitted to S.E.Memorial hospital
where he was diagnosed with a
mild heart attack and two stents
were inserted. He was released the
following day and is now at home
doing fine. We pray for his continued
recovery and good health.
Harold Krause: (10-9-19 nf) We visited
with Harold today and he reports
that he completed his chemo
treatment plan in August and is
now waiting for results of a PET scan,
which hopefully will bring an end to
further treatment and allow him to
regain his strength and good health.
He is feeling better each day and
invites your prayers that his and all
cancers be cured and healed.

Terry Scalise: (10-16-19) On October
8, 2019, Terry fell from a ladder while
trimming a tall shrub in his yard. Terry
said he fell on the grass and so he
thought it “was not to bad”. He
was wrong as he fractured both his
tibia and fibula and displaced his
knee. As a result, he will be wearing
a brace on his right leg and no
weight on the leg for a month. He
will then go back to his doctor for an
evaluation. The doctor stated that
surgery was too risky for the area the
injury was located. Terry advised
that prayers are needed and phone
calls are appreciated. His number is
325-388-8249. He said that Dianne is
taking great care of him.

Oradean
Crane:
(10-16-19
rh)
Robert Crane, HPROA’s Sergeant of
Arms, notified us today that his wife
Oradean has been placed in hospice
care at Hospice at Texas Medical
Center, 1905 Holcombe, Houston. He
stated that they have been together
for 70 years and have been married
for 59 years. Please lift up prayers for
Oradean, Robert, and their family.
(NOTE) Oradean passed away on
October 27, 2019.
Lisa Kennedy: (10-23-19 rh) We
contacted Chuck to check on Lisa
and he advised she is still fighting
cancer. A year and a half ago she was
first diagnosed with stage 3 ovarian
cancer. She underwent surgery and
received chemo treatments. After
completing the chemo treatments
it was believed that the cancer was
gone. Six months later the cancer
came back with a vengeance,
invading other parts of her body.
She is now on round 14 of chemo
treatments and her cancer count is
down, but she has been in severe pain.
Chuck stated she is one determined
and strong lady. Although it is difficult,
she continues her work as a school
counsellor. Please continue to lift up
prayers for Lisa and Chuck.

Forrest Turbeville: (10-22-19 nf) Forrest
will undergo cataract surgery this
morning on his left eye at the Berkley
Eye Center in Katy. Having lost sight
in his right eye some years ago, he
invites our prayers that surgery would
be successful and maintain full field of
vision going forward.

Al Thiel: (10-26-19) Al is the son-in-law
of Jim and Dorothy Ashby. Jim has
asked that our members please pray
for Al. Al has been stricken with an
extremely critical medical condition
and he has been hospitalized almost
a month for an Aorta replacement.
He was in ICU seven days. A few days
after being moved to ICU, he required
emergency surgery for a resection on
his colon and he has been in ICU since.
Jim reported late yesterday that Al
would possibly be moved from ICU to
a regular room within a few days and
prayers already lifted were working.
Al and Jim’s daughter Jane are the
owner’s of Pasadena Printing and for
many years they have provided our
HPROA “Pride Wear”. Most of us have
seen Al and Jane at our meetings
and reunions selling HPROA apparel.
Prayer warriors, please join Al’s family
in praying for him.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF
OCTOBER 2019
Bennie E. Faist, Jr.,
October 4, 2019
Charles H. Atkins, member,
October 7, 2019
Janet F. Lee, October 9, 2019
Tommy M. Phillips, October 20, 2019
Carl K. Bell, member,
October 20, 2019
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He was just beginning to have significant
improvement in his mobility and now
again in pain. Jim is in Memorial Hermann
Hospital at Memorial City on the Katy Frwy.
Update 11-13-19) Jim advised us today
that he has been moved to Encompass
Health & Rehabilitation located at 13031
Wortham Center, Houston, 77065 He
appreciates your prayers and phone
calls. His number is 281-610-1236.

Richard N. Holley, October 22, 2019
Ruby I. Roman, October, 2019
Ora D. Crane, wife of member Robert
Crane, October 27, 2019
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not
all his benefits: Who forgives your iniquities,
Who heals all your diseases. Psalm 103:2-3

NOVEMBER 2019
Nelson Foehner:
(11-3-19) Foehner
reports that he is currently in between
chemo treatments which is a 7-8 hour IV
drip of 4 different medications every 3
weeks. After his next treatment on 11-3,
they will do a pet scan to see if progress
is being made. So far, he has tolerated his
treatments well. He invites your prayers &
your phone calls.713-857-2924.
Jim Hudson:
(11-10-19 rh) We
received a call from Jim Hudson
this morning advising that he fell at
his home and fractured his pelvis.
This is after previous months in the
hospital due to a broken femur, hip
replacement, broken and replaced
hip replacement, and infections.

Mike Gann: (11-13-19 nf) Mike is expected
to be released from Memorial Herman
hospital Woodlands after undergoing
tests and evaluations. He will begin some
physical therapy, adjustments to his diet
and some changes in his current meds.
Mike suffers from an inoperable heart
condition.Keep Mike in your daily prayers.

She will need a knee and shoulder
replacement. The doctor told her that
medically she is fine, however her bones
and joints are not. Sal would love to hear
from old friends and partners. His phone
number is 281-355-8118. Please keep Sal
and Patty in your prayers.
Lisa Kennedy: ( 11-20-19) Chuck notified
us that last Friday Lisa rang the bell at M.D.
Anderson, signifying that she had just
completed her last chemo treatment for
stage 3 ovarian cancer. He stated that
the week after Thanksgiving she will have
a CT scan to determine the strength of
the pill she will have to take the rest of her
life to control the cancer. Chuck and Lisa
wanted to thank everyone for their prayers
of support. He said he loves the HPD
brotherhood (family) and God Bless all.

Sal & Patty Gambino: (11-14-19 rh) Barbara
Cotton talked to Patty Gambino today who
said that Sal is not doing well. His pancreas
is not working and muscles in his esophagus
are collapsing so that he is unable to eat
much, if he can eat at all. He is now down
to 123 lbs. Patty said he is in pain and has
decided to go into Hospice, but wants to
wait until after his birthday on December 1st.
Patty also has health issues. She has fallen
several times this year resulting in busting her
knee and re-tearing her right rotator cuff.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF
NOVEMBER 2019
Carmen M. Brumley,
member, November 5, 2019
Robert S. Mortenson.
November 9, 2019
Charles E. Roberts, November 10, 2019
James F. Woods, November 19, 2019

PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters,
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Our Committee Members are:
Forest Turbeville		

713-319-5466

Ron Headley

		

713-253-5749

Nelson Foehner		

713-857-2924

Mattie Provost 		

832-653-4921

Ray Smith 			

281-731-1588

Pat Kainer

281-642-6645
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SYSTEM
UPGRADE
The Retired Badge is an official publication of
the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association
(HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the
supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors.
However, opinions expressed by individual
Board members or any other contributor in
this publication do not reflect the opinion
of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA.
Editorial submissions and other items of interest
from HPROA members are welcomed and
encouraged.
Commercial advertisements in The Retired
Badge are paid for by the contributors and
do not in any manner imply an endorsement,
warrant, or guarantee by the HPROA.
Editorial Policy:
The Retired Badge is published in by the
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association.
Materials submitted for publication are subject
to review by the board and to editing. All
photographs will be refunded if they have a self
addressed, stamped envelope included. The
Retired Badge is published in February, April,
June, August, October, and December by the
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association.
Materials submitted for publication are subject
to review by the board and to editing. All
photographs will be refunded if they have a
self addressed, stamped envelope included.
Editorial content may be mailed to P.O. Box
130787, Houston, Texas 77219.

What you need to know for 2020!
Over the past year we’ve
been working on upgrading
the credit union’s core
operating system diligently
behind the scenes. Our new
core processing system will
allow us to fully integrate
your accounts, streamline
our processes, and help
serve us serve you and
all your financial needs
faster and more effectively.
In the coming months,
you will begin to receive
letters, emails and website
notices
regarding
the
system upgrade. Information
regarding your accounts,
debit cards and checks will be
just a few of the items we will
be addressing. We ask you to
please pay special attention
to these communications.
With our new system, we will
be able to offer you many
new features, functions and
capabilities. You’ll enjoy
quicker branch transactions,
speedier account openings
and more online convenience.
We continually strive to
improve
your
banking

experience, whether you’re
connecting with us through
our branches, call center,
online or mobile services.
The system upgrade will
provide
state-of-the-art
technology that will prepare
our credit union for the future
and will continue providing
you with the best possible
service. While an upgrade
of this caliber is a major
undertaking, we want to
make the transition as simple
and smooth as possible for
you.
We’re confident that any
short-term inconveniences
will be balanced by significant
long-term benefits. We’ve
gone through many changes
since HPCU began in 1937
with just 14 member-owners
and one small office in HPD’s
Property Room—but our
daily goal has remained the
same: to provide you, our
member-owners, with trusted
and reliable financial services
here at Houston Police Credit
Union.

Deadlines are the 18th of the odd-numbered
month and should be forwarded and received
by the Editor on that date.

713.986.0200 • 800.927.8707 • HPCU.coop

