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What Can You Individually Do To Help Retain
Your Pension Benefits?
By Anthony Kivela
It’s no secret that in more than any other
time in history that most of us can recall,
our pension is being assailed on all fronts.
As I am writing this article, HPOPS has
completed their hosting of informational
sessions in order to inform its members
of impending change. And that term
“change” is most appropriate because
even before the HPOPS informationsharing meetings, there were countless
changes in the proposed pension
reforms (via the negotiation process)
with accompanying and complicated
actuarial reports having to be revised
accordingly with every change. We have
been told that future “change” is possible
as the pension reforms move through every
level of the system…from the writing of the
legislation, weaving from the Texas House
of Representatives to the Senate, and
then back through the House (depending
on whether the bill is sponsored by a
Representative or Senator), time required
for the reading of the bill, it being referred
to Committee by the Speaker of The
House or Lieutenant Governor with public
committee meetings being held, multiple
readings, the possibility of amendments
and an ensuing Conference Committee,
etc. etc.. With a hopeful favorable report,
it will ultimately be sent to the Governor’s
desk for signing/enactment.
It is important to note that there is other
work that many other HPROA members
can do to assist the HPROA and the HPOPS
in getting our legislative pension bill passed.

Your PAC supports legislators from the
border of southern Texas to the reaches of
northern Texas, and from the piney forests
of east Texas to far-west Texas. Needless
to say, it is impossible for us to reach out
prior to the session personally to each of
these legislators. This is where some of you
may be able to assist.
Certainly there are retired officers throughout
the vast State of Texas who likely know their
local senator or representative personally; in
fact, some retirees know their legislator on a
first name basis, or may hunt, fish, socialize
with them, or even are related to them.
Rather than just asserting that this legislation
is of the utmost importance when you speak
with them, I conferred with Bill Elkin and the
HPOU Executive Director, Mark Clark, asking
what you may want to directly advise them
if you happen to have their ear.
Some of these points may seem apparent,
but when approaching a legislator who
you might be trusted enough for him/her
to listen to your persuasive argument, you
wouldn’t want to seem to be “begging”
for their support for this legislation. As a side
note, all officers are aware that we have
a Meet and Confer agreement, while the
firefighters have Collective Bargaining.
The firefighters feel that their system is so
watered down, that they refer to it as
“Collective Begging”. If you are able to
easily approach your legislator, we don’t
want you to feel like you are “begging”
him for support, just comfortably relate
the facts so that they convey a persuasive
and convincing message.

POINT #1: HPD OFFICERS DO NOT PAY INTO
THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM.
The primary point to convey to your
legislator that both Bill and Mark related
is one that we all are aware of…that HPD
officers while employed with the City of
Houston do not pay into the Social Security
system. Although it’s nice not having to
pay into the Social Security coffers, the
downside to this is that we are not able to
later collect retirement benefits from the
Social Security System. Mind you, there are
some officers who may be able to draw
social Security benefits, but that comes
from non-HPD jobs worked separate and
apart from HPD.
POINT #2: HPD OFFICERS ARE NOT
GUARANTEED ELGIBILITY FOR MEDICARE.
If an officer hasn’t paid into the Social
Security system, it is likely that he hasn’t
paid into the Medicare system either.
When a regular citizen turns 65, he is
typically able to enroll in our Medicare
plan. This is not always the case for retired
Houston Police Officers and some officers
can end up paying half of their retirement
for medical insurance. Although the City
of Houston subsidizes insurance rates for
active-duty officers, insurance rates for
retired officers are higher than activeofficer rates and continue to increase.
Under the 2016 Cigna Open Access
plan, monthly contributions for police
retirees who are not under Medicare are
a staggering $1,409 per month for retiree
+ spouse coverage, or $892 per month for
Cigna Limited Network.

Continues on Page 6
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BILL ELKIN
The national elections are now history,
and win, lose or draw, we now have
a President - Elect and an incoming
congress which is still controlled by
the Republicans, all of the same
political party. This provides, for the
first time in many years, the prospect
that a logjam in congress will be
averted, and that work on behalf
of the American people will be
attained. And we can finally say, the
voice of the average hard working,
taxpaying American is being heard.

The three pension systems in Houston,
along with the City of Houston, will have
an agreed piece of legislation that all
four (4) entities will work to have passed
into law. And should anyone of the of the
four entities renege on any part of the
agreement, the entire agreement will
be scraped and we will be at the mercy
and will of the legislature. This prospect
will not be a viable option according to
some members of the current legislature,
which possibly would not be generous to
members of the various pension systems.

In Texas it is evident that the
demographics of ethnicity plays a
large role in local elections. In Houston,
Dallas, Austin and San Antonio, this
was evident by the swing of voting for
local political offices, which always
comes from a presidential election
year. It is unfortunate that many
well qualified incumbents lost their
positions in their respective elected
offices,because of party alignment,
i.e. District Judges. But overall, Texas
is still declared to be a Red State.

The agreement between the City of
Houston and the three systems (police,
fire and municipal employees) is a
result of many meetings, proposals and
counter-proposals. The Board of Trustees
of HPOPS believes that a fair compromise
with the city and HPOPS, which reaches
the necessary threshold of cost cutting,
has been achieved. This does not mean
that everyone is pleased, and no one
wants to see changes in the plan as it
currently exists. But the realization that
some adjustments were necessary in
order to create a more level field of
benefits payments to all of the members,
especially when DROP was not available
to the older group of members.

Having said all of that, we now look
forward to the second Tuesday
in January, 2017, when the Texas
Legislature will be convened into
session. On that day, January 10,
2017, the 85th Session of the Texas
Legislature will come into existence,
and it will have a lot of new legislators
who will have to learn the real
legislative process as we know it in
Texas. It will become a time, that
those of us who will be lobbying for
the preservation of defined benefit
pensions in Texas, and the various
local cities, must grasp the challenge
of educating them on the need to
preserve our pensions. This will not be
an easy task!

The one thing to remember is, the revision
of the plan maintains the COLA’s, which
will use a new way of calculating the
COLA. The new formula will use the 5 year
averaging of the plan investment return,
less 5 %, but no less that 0% or greater
than 4%, beginning at age 55. There will
be a three year freeze for retirees under
the age of 70 years old. It was pointed
out that the annual CPI reported by the
federal government is forecasted to be
almost none for several years to come,
which under a Social Security scheme
means there will be no COLA increase
using the SS formula.

Bill Elkin, Executive Director

Also, the revision maintains the DROP
for those who are eligible, but with a
20 year cap. There will be changes in
the interest payment calculations, and
contributions will no longer include
member
contributions,
only
the
monthly benefit payment.
And, for those with PROP, it will continue
if one is currently a member, and
interest payments will continue, but no
future annuities will be credited to the
account.
These are some of the changes to be
offered to the legislature by HPOPS,
and which will be part and partial of
the agreed piece of legislation.
Bill

The Retired Badge December 2016 - January 2017 Edition

3

A Message from Stephen Rayne, President HPROA
The number of HPROA members in East
Texas is declining because of deaths,
illness, lack of interest or moving out of
East Texas. Also, very few new retirees
are retiring to East Texas.

Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

CROCKETT REUNION --- CANCELLED
DUE TO LACK OF ATTENDANCE
The Houston Police Retired Officers
Association started in Crockett,
Texas in 1994. A group of retired HPD
officers were gathered for an informal
reunion when the idea of the HPROA
was born and it has grown for over
the last 22 years. Each of those years
there has been a “reunion” of some
sort in Crockett.
The reunions started out small, got big
and are now getting smaller every year.

The attendance at the Crockett
reunion the last three years has
been 123, 122, and 117 this year. In
an attempt to determine how many
of the Crockett reunion attendee’s
are from “East Texas” we asked the
attendees at this year’s reunion to list
their home town when they signed
in at the reunion. After the reunion
I plotted the home town of all the
attendees on a map. The area I
designated as “East Texas” was
the area North of Willis, East of I-35,
South of the Oklahoma border and
west of the Louisiana border. Only
39 of the 117 in attendance were
from “East Texas” and 13 of those
were HPROA member’s wives. The
other 78 attendee’s lived closer to
either the Houston or Fredericksburg
reunion locations. Of the other
78 attendees, 68 of them drove
up from the Houston area for the
reunion and then drove home. The
question was should we continue
to pay over $2,000 to continue the
Crockett reunion to benefit roughly
40 people or should we ask the
people from East Texas to drive
down to the HPD police academy
(off of I-45N and Rankin Road) to
attend the Houston Reunion.

I did a non-binding straw vote at
last
month’s HPROA meeting. A
quick show of hands, from the 170
members in attendance, favored
the discontinuation of the Crockett
Reunion. The HPROA Board of
Directors decided to put the issue
on our web-site to give all of our
members a chance to give their
opinion. We left the opinion poll on
our web-site during the month of
October. VERY FEW of our members
took the time (about 1 second) to
even vote on this important group
activity. Of the votes cast, 85%
favored ending the annual Crockett
Reunion. Based on the continuing
decrease
in
attendance,
the
increasing cost of and the apparent
lack of interest in the Crockett
Reunion, your Board of Directors,
by a unanimous vote, voted to
discontinue the annual reunion held
in Crockett, Texas, every June.

Steve Rayne
HPROA - President

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this
newspaper. Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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For Members and Their Families
What would happen to
your retirement savings
if you needed long term
care???

For more
call:
Garland Cole
M.D. Beale

information,
512.327.3456
713.419.7455

7 out of 10 –
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are
likely to need long term care services. ¹
Long Term Care Pays –
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home,
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)

Address Change

Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve
you if we know where you are.

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252.
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
Houston Police Retired Officers Association
P.O. Box 130787 • Houston, Texas 77219
713-802-2967 • Toll Free 1-866-856-7252
www.hpdretired.com

Executive Officers
President
Stephen Rayne
1st Vice President
Matthew Potell
Treasurer
Nelson Zoch
Parliamentarian
Anthony Kivela

Executive Director
W.M. Bill Elkin
2nd Vice President
Medwin Beale
Secretary
Sue Gaines
Sergeant-At-Arms
Robert L. Crane

Attorney at Law

Executive Board
of Director
Jim Ashby
Bob Barnard
A.L. Blair
Ron Headley
Jim St. John
Steven Toth
Fred Walschburger

JAN RICH

Past President
Jack Miller
Office Secretary
Cathy Buckles
Webmaster
Jim Ashby

The Retired Badge is an official publication of the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association (HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors. However,
opinions expressed by individual Board members or any other contributor in this publication do not reflect the opinion of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA. Editorial submissions and other
items of interest from HPROA members are welcomed and encouraged.
COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE RETIRED BADGE ARE PAID FOR BY THE CONTRIBUTORS AND DO NOT IN ANY MANNER IMPLY AN ENDORSEMENT, WARRANTY, OR GUARANTEE BY THE HPROA.
EDITORIAL POLICY: The Retired Badge is published in September, November, January, March, May and July by the Houston Police Retired Officers Association. Materials submitted for purblication
are subject to review by the Board and to editing. All photographs will be returned if they have a self-addressed, stamped envelope included. Editorial content may be mailed to P.O. Box 2288,
Houston, Texas 77252-2288. Deadlines are the 15th of each month preceding the publication date.

Personal Injury
Probate & Wills
Estate Planning
1533 W. Alabama, Suite
100, Houston, TX 77006

832-654-0718

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION
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The Current History of HPD Class #16
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Forty-nine prospective HPD Officers were in the graduation
photo of this class. They began training in the early months of
1957. As is the norm, a number of these did not serve HPD long
enough to qualify for a pension. Fourteen of those were: W.L.
Perrault, R.G. Oldham, C.E. Bell, C.T. Tissue, G.F. Simmons, J.T.
Cole, J.H. Willeford, P.D. Lueders, J. P Richards, B.H. Martin, L.R.
Harvey, D.E. Eason, T.R. Robinson, and J.L. Meeker.

...William Hill, 30, 2006; David Holub, 33, 2007; Joseph
R. Johansen, 43, 2006; Robert E. Luther, 29, 2009; Irvin
E. McComas, 29, 1996; Ellis E. Milam, 34, 2012; Dewitt
Nickerson, 25, 1995; Raymond Prazak, 25, 2004; Emmett
R. Williams, 20, 1994; George D. Scott, 22, 2006; Richard J.
Weimmer, 24, 2002; Collier G. Wright, 22, 2001; and James
E. Welch, 26, 1993.

One member of this class, Herbert N. Planer, was SHOT AND
KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY on February 18, 1965. He was working
an off-duty apartment security job in the area of what is now the
Galleria neighborhood. His killer was captured and convicted.
Officer Planer was buried in a Veterans Cemetery in his native
state of New Jersey.

One member of this class earned his pension but passed
away while still on active duty-Johnnie L. Gray, 15, 1972.
Eight Officers from Class #16 are still alive and hopefully
enjoying their well-deserved pensions. They are, along
with their years of service: Darrell B. Adams, 21; Albert
L. Blair, 42; Phillip Camus, 28; J. Weldon Clampitte, 26;
Marion A. Kassowski, 20; Wilbur R. Knight, 20; Carl T. Lee,
25; and William J. Spaulding, 43. It appears that Spaulding,
Johansen, and Blair were the last men standing on the
Department. Most of these retirees live in the Houston
area or around Texas, with one residing in Mississippi. God
bless them all.

Twenty-five class members retired from HPD and are now
deceased, along with their years of service, and year of death,
are: Alvin L. Albritton, 24, 2016; Anthony (Tony) Biamonte, 24,
1996; Marcus M. Beckham, 32, 1999; Frederick Black, 30, 2011;
Robert G. Blaylock, 20, 2009; Walter T. Bolin, 23, 2004; Charles
W. Brown, 21, 2010; Julius P. Bujnoch, 27, 1994; Delbert D. Collins,
25, 2001; Richard Delano, 22, 2016, Billie D. Farris, 28, 1994; Willis
D. Goodrich, 37, 2009...

Nelson Zoch
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City of Houston Human Resources
Insurance Department Contact Numbers
HPROA Board Member Steve Toth has provided the below contact numbers for HPROA members who might have questions
regarding their health insurance.

Contact Phone Numbers for Retirees (Benefits)

CIGNA at City of Houston

A-F Maribel Gomez 832.393.6101
G-M Alicia Solis		
832.393.6102
N-Z Kemp Lenued
832.393.6103
Front Desk:			
832.393.6000, Option #4
Email Address: retireebenefits@cityofhouston.gov

A-F LaKeith Johnson
G-L Maria Rodriguez
M-R Ivan Flake		
S-Z Sylvia M		
MyCigna.com

Dental through City of Houston
Dwayne Cook		
832.393.6157

Life Insurance at City of Houston
Elizabeth Rodriguez
832.393.6114

832.393.6192
832.393.6193
832.393.6191
832.393.6194
800.997.1406
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From the Entertainment Committee
Hello, Retirees and Friends. I believe
we all have had a pretty active year.
We started with our Houston Reunion in
February with 170 attendees, Surviving
Spouse Luncheon in March with 111
attendees, Crockett Reunion in June
with 122 attendees and ended with
our Fredericksburg Reunion on October
29th with a total of 227 attendees.
What a year!

Again, a “Special Thanks” to
Lamar and Dee Kimble for hosting
the Reunion, making all the
arrangements and having enough
food for all of us. Both Lamar and
Dee were in the kitchen area
throughout the duration of the
Reunion making sure we all had
enough coffee and drinks.
We
cannot thank them enough.

Oh my goodness! The Fredericksburg
Reunion was not one to have missed. We
were blessed with gorgeous weather. So
those of us that could, took advantage
it. We were surrounded with wonderful
friends we had not seen in awhile, had
plenty of fun and laughter. There was
plenty of food: fried catfish, fries, hush
puppies, cole slaw & beans.

Of course we cannot forget the
faithful volunteers that came out
on Friday afternoon to help set
up the Silent Auction, and again
on Saturday morning and helped
out throughout the day of the
Reunion. Those same volunteers
stayed and helped with the clean
up process as well. So from the
bottom of our hearts: Thank you,
Thank you, Thank you!
It would
not have ran as smooth as it did
without your help. Volunteers, too
many to mention, you all know
who you are XOXO.

I know I can say this without a doubt:
Everyone that attended had a
fantastic time. For as we went to
dinner on Saturday evening we ran
across several retirees and they were all
talking about the great time they had.
Also on Sunday, while strolling down
Main Street other retirees responded
the same way. So, I am very happy
we all had a great time!

We are also thankful to all members
who donated all those wonderful
items for the Auction and for all
that bid and then purchased some
of the items.

Some could not find anything
to buy, but gave monetary
donations. God bless you all! We
had a grand total of $3058 and
all the proceeds will go towards
the Surviving Spouse Luncheon in
2017. Thank you, again.
Please mark your calendars for our
next event: February 25, 2017 for our
Houston Reunion to be held at The
Academy, 17000 Aldine Westfield
Houston, Texas. Will keep you informed
on details via the HPROA website.
So as our year draws to a near, we
would like for you to take time during
the rush of the holidays to enjoy the
things in life that really matter. Take in
the serene moments spent with friends
and loved ones. May your hearts be
filled with joy and peace and may
these Holiday blessings linger in your
home and stay with you throughout
the new year. We wish you and your
families a MERRY CHRISTMAS and a
BLESSED NEW YEAR.

Rosalie Potell and Matt Potell,
Entertainment Co-Chairs

Continues from Page 1
It’s an unconscionable fact that some
older retirees are living on monthly
pension benefit payments of $2,000 to
$2,100 per month and paying exorbitant
insurance rates.
POINT #3: MANY RETIREES HAVE A LIMITED
INCOME.
Many retirees have a limited income…
it is solely their monthly pension benefit
check. Trying to make the above income
numbers work, with no social security,
coupled with paying for hefty health
insurance rates, can equate to substandard living conditions; not to mention
that health insurance costs will likely
increase in the future at a much higher
rate than any proposed increase in COLA.

COLA’s under the proposed legislative bill
will actually decrease from the current
formula that is used.
A recent case in point illustrates this sad
reality. Earlier this year, the HPROA took
up a spontaneous collection from its
members in order to assist a retiree who
was barely able to live. Members from the
HPROA, with help from the HPOU and the
community, assisted a retiree who was
living under grossly inadequate conditions:
* His window air conditioner window
unit didn’t work; thus, he had NO A/C
whatsoever. * His stove didn’t work at all.*
Every time it rained, water got into the
house; thus, black mold was in home.*

The retiree had to sell his car, so he couldn’t
get to the grocer, doctor, or other places
we take for granted. There was no public
transportation where he lived.* There was
no operable TV in the home, he had to
sell it to make expenses.* The retiree had
no gun in the house (he used a baseball
bat for protection) because he had to
sell everything in order to live.* There was
no carpet in the house, just concrete
floors.* The house had a gas leak, so the
gas had to be left off. * Bathroom and
kitchen faucets were not working, and *
The sink was broken and the bathtub was
cracked, they wouldn’t hold water.

Continues on Page 7
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Continues from Page 6

Due to the generous work of many
volunteers, these issues were addressed.
The retiree now has a car, new stove, air
conditioner, TV, leak-free gas lines, carpet,
and many other basic necessities. What
he also continues to have is a pension
that if cut, would result in a horrible and
appalling standard of living.
POINT 4: STUDY THE CHANGES IN THE
PENDING PENSION BILL.
Bill Elkin related that he will explain in
his monthly Retired Badge column the
provisions contained in the proposed
pension bill. When you speak with
legislators who you personally know, or
even if you don’t know them, but you
happen to engage one in conversation,
remember not to engage in the “begging”
that I referred to in Point #1, but rather
focus on the many concessions that we
agreed to in order to balance HPOPS so
that we will have a sustainable and viable
pension system years down the road. In
order to not duplicate Bill’s and the HPOPS’
articles, I won’t list each of these changes.
Nevertheless, it is important for each of
us to study the pension changes that are
applicable to us and be able to convey
to our legislators the months of committed
work that went into making this agreement.
It is important to note that the
aforementioned lobbyists will collectively
work to kill any bill that seeks to change
our pension system from a Defined-Benefit
(DB) to a Defined-Contribution (DC) Plan.
For those who aren’t aware, here is the
difference. Our current DB Plan receives
contributions from active officers; in turn,
HPOPS employs professional financial
analysts and money managers in order
to invest the contributions in order to pay
a monthly benefit to police officers who
sacrificed so much over their careers,
for so little. Conversely, a DC Plan
requires police officers and firefighters
inexperienced in financial matters to
study the market and invest their funds
following their own strategy, or that of a
financial planner they decide to employ.
Studies have shown that DC participants
earn far less revenue than DB participants.

POINT #5: OUR STATE LEGISLATORS ALSO
HAVE A DB PLAN, NOT A DC PLAN
The issue of maintaining a DB Plan is
not a part of this legislation, and as of
today we are retaining our DB plan.
Nevertheless, there may be attacks as
detailed in Point #4 from certain groups
representing business interests that
attempt to change it to a DC Plan. One
proof of how successful DB Plans have
performed, compared to DC Plans, is
the retirement plan used by the Texas
Legislature. Those attaining a retirement
age/status in the Legislature (and the
milestone is much-fewer years than an
HPD officer must work), “earn” a DB
retirement plan, akin to our plan. We
wouldn’t ask for anything less than is
good for our elected officials.
POINT #6: THE LOBBYISTS WILL BE
WORKING COMPLETELY TOGETHER
Let your legislative contacts know that
the HPROA has a lobbyist, Bill Elkin, who
will be visiting with them personally
in order to explain our position on the
pension reform bill. Mark Clark will
be alongside him representing you
and the HPOU (when you retire as a
member of the HPOU, you are a lifetime
member) in the effort fighting for the
passing of this legislation. Likewise, the
lobbyist jointly retained by HPOPS and
the City of Houston, Robert Miller, will
be joining Bill and Mark in their efforts.
Each of these individuals is extremely
competent and well-respected in
Austin. Although Bill and Mark related
that this agreement is extremely unique
in that HPOPS, the Houston Firefighters
Relief and Retirement Fund’s Board, the
Municipal Pension Board, and the City
of Houston are in complete agreement
with the proposals, there will likely be
counter-attacks
from
anti-pension
lobbyists and related-groups who will
be promoting other legislation that will
be against our better interests. We must
stand collectively for the bill that will be
introduced by the City of Houston and
its employee groups.

POINT #7: SOME OFFICERS WENT OVER
HALF OF THEIR ENTIRE CAREER WITHOUT
ANY PAY INCREASE
Many of the officers who are currently
retired worked decades ago under
the umbrella of a Mayor Whitmire
controlled regime. During that bleak
period, they went without a pay
increase for over 10 years! One of
the counter-points that the City used
against them at that time was that we
have our pensions to look forward to
receiving. At one disheartening time
during this period, a small pay increase
was given that was soon dissolved
by an insurance increase - greater
than the pay increase. Police officers
continued to faithfully work, knowing
that it was harder and harder to make
ends meet.
POINT #8: AN HPOPS PENSION IS AN
EARNED BENEFIT
The monthly retirement benefit that
officers receive is an earned benefit
that provides a means of sustaining a
living for officers who have sacrificed
many-many years of faithful and
oftentimes lifetime service to the City
of Houston. The final point Bill and Mark
left with me is that we are going to work
TOGETHER …to protect our benefits
and the goal will be to NOT expose
ourselves unnecessarily. Your HPROA,
and the City of Houston and its
employee groups, will work toward the
same goal with the House and Senate
to ensure there is no language in the
bill to the detriment of the officers.
Once the legislative session starts
on the second Tuesday of January
2017, if anybody has questions on the
progress of any State of Texas bill, the
State maintains a comprehensive and
effective website that electronically
tracks every bill, each complicated
step of the way.

Continues on Page 9
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HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

Call
Alan Helfman
4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801
RiverOaksChrysler.com

HELFMAN

DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

HELFMAN
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN

FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI

Houston’s #1
Volume Dealer!

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com
713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT

FIAT • MASERATI

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award

2012 • 2013 • 2014

713-533-6100
11819 Southwest
Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiat.com
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com
Open Mon - Sat

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.
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This is Your Retired Badge

Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this
newspaper. Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
Continues from Page 7
It may be accessed here at the “Texas Legislature’s
Online” tracker: http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/resources/
FollowABill.aspx
Moreover, your PAC has been voluntarily working on the
up-front aspects of this legislative process by meeting
individually with legislators as often as possible.

The work that your PAC has been undertaking in this
endeavor is tremendous…so many evening meetings with
legislators and nearly daily meetings with accompanying
administrative paperwork submission, etc. Bob Barnard,
your PAC Chairman and I have been assisting Bill Elkins, our
Executive Director, in a collective effort in this arena…a BIG
thanks to Bob and Bill!
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Like it Was
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I along with forty one proud souls started
our new careers to become Houston,
Texas, Police officers in 1954. We would
be known as class eleven. The class was
all young except some old thirty year
olds, which we treated with respect. All
were ready to give our all to prove our
physical, mental, and moral standards
to protect the good citizens of Houston.
We all felt we would have to match the
professional tradition held by the present
police officers when we put on those new
uniforms and shiny new badges.
I, for one, never thought I would make it
through the training. When the instructor
told us to climb some ropes to the rafters,
in the police gym, at 61 Reisner Street, I
said to the instructor “will you come up
there to get me down?” His answer was
NO. I told him I was scared of heights.
When he yelled at me I think I jumped
about the first eight feet of the rope and
yes, I climbed the rope and came down
by myself. The instructor smiled at me
and said “see what you can do when
you act like a big boy?” I hated that I
got stuck with that for the rest of my time
in the academy.
Then we received our assignments to work
traffic on a downtown street corner. Can
you even imagine putting a twenty year
old in the middle of a downtown street
intersection, at peak traffic congestion
time, and tell him to work traffic, in his
khakis uniform, and new shinny whistle?
Me neither. I said, to myself, “They are
trying to kill us”. In 1954 there were no
one- way streets and traffic would be
moving through the intersection from
eight different directions. The instructors
dropped us at our assigned corners. I was
assigned Capitol and Fannin. I worked
up my courage to make it to the center
of the intersection without getting killed.
Everything looked like it was working
pretty well without my help. Like a fool, I
raised my hand to straighten my cap and
anarchy began. Every car stopped and
was looking at me. I made some motions
and things went back to normal.

I escaped back to the curb and sat
down. I thought if they catch me sitting
here, I will be history, plus they will take
away my new whistle. I managed
to get back in the intersection, blow
my whistle, and finally finished my
traffic assignment. I also knew if I
was assigned point control duty after
graduation, a lot of people would
avoid my intersection.
I noticed after our gym and outside
class room assignments much of our
class looked like a room full of slackers.
You could look around the room and
everyone looked like they did not
have a bone in their body, and at
any moment, they would slip out of
their chair and fall on the floor. That
included me. We were tired.
As I said, we started with forty two
people but when we were sworn in
July 19, 1954 there were only thirty
seven of us. They would not tell us
what happened to the others but I
think they were killed directing traffic.
I thought we looked good standing on
the stage of the old City Auditorium
in our new uniforms and bright new
badges as we were being sworn in by
Mayor Roy Hofheinz. I know we were
ready to join the regular officers for our
hands on training to complete our six
months of probation.
We found the biggest problem was
earning the trust of the regular officers
and that only came with seasoning.
The next problem was the low pay.
Even the regular officers had problems
in making ends meet without extra
job pay. As probationary officers, we
could not work an extra job until we
were off of probation. Most of our
class had working wives. I was sending
mine to beauty school plus I had two
daughters in school so I ran a tight ship
until I could make some extra money.

I got my first extra job when I worked
a dance at Cooks club at 603 Capitol
Street. It was sponsored by The Galena
Park Fire Department and admission was
$1.25, tax included. The show included
Elvis Presley, Floyd Tillman, Link Davis,
Laura Lee, Hub Sutter Biff Collie, and
many others. It was a packed house
and I got a new nick name “Elvis” and
that has been with me ever since. I was
paid $10.00 for five hours of work but it
sure felt good in my empty billfold.
The majority of the police officers
enjoyed their duties but no, it did not
keep us from complaining. We were
vocal about the low pay and some of
the working conditions and equipment
that we had to use. You new officers
can thank those old heads for some
nice things you have today.
The thing that really kept us close was
we thought of our group as a family.
None of us ever got hurt without all of us
hurting. Class 11 lost two of our brothers
to shootings and we took it extra hard.
Also our class worked in a central staging
Houston Police Department which kept
us informed about each other. I hope
the new officers are sharing what we had
because it makes it all worthwhile.

Till Next Time,
EJ

Editor’s note: Henry was talking about
his classmates Robert Joseph (Bobby
Joe) Schultea, who was killed in 1956 as
well as Noel R. Miller, killed in 1958. My
brother, Leroy N. Zoch, (deceased 2005)
was a member of Henry’s Class #11
and frequently spoke about those two
KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY classmates.
Henry has on occasion told me, which
I certainly took as a compliment, that
he likes me almost as much as he liked
Leroy. Thanks, Henry.
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HPROA Event Calender:

December 2016, January, February 2017
Thursday, January 12, 2017
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, December 1, 2016
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, December 8, 2016
HPOPS Board Meeting
Thursday December 8, 2016
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL
FROM THE HPROA.
Thursday, January 5, 2017
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, January 12, 2017
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, February 2, 2017
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, February 9, 2017
HPOPS Board Meeting
Thursday, February 9, 2017
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2016, HPROA
HOUSTON REUNION AT THE POLICE ACADEMY

My Confession
I have a confession. Not a reconciliation,
but a confession. I love classic vehicles.
You know, old cars and old trucks and
old motorcycles and scooters. These
older vehicles had style. You could
recognize each as they passed. It was
simple to identify one from another,
even the year and model. Not now.
They all look alike. Square, box-style, no
character, and not classy, period.
Yeah, before you say it, yours is different.
It’s special and top of the line. “That’s
nice,” that’s what you say when you
disagree. No one gets upset if you just
say “that’s nice.” But in reality, I am glad
you like your vehicle, but remember,
this is my confession. I like old vehicles.
Think of it this way, when you first signed
on with HPD and hit the streets, I know
that was a long time ago, but I’ll bet
you could identify those vehicles Frank,
Schumacher, Baker and the rest of those
guys at 281 broadcast to us to watch for.

Remember the stolen car list you picked
up at daily roll call. You had no problem
picturing those vehicles in your mind.
Try that today. All the same, square,
boxy, no style. What got me started
on this was an experience I recently
had. A member of our senior group
at St. Matthias Catholic Church in
Magnolia, where Delores and I attend,
arranged for a tour of a collection of
classic vehicles. You can bet I signed
up. This was very special as his tours
are not open to the public. Delores did
not care to go so my Cajun neighbor,
Jay, who is very senior, attended in her
place. That’s another story. Reminds
me of Chuck’s two pals in Crockett.
Anyway, the collection of over 200
vehicles were in mint condition, many
restored from the frame up. Some were
vehicles formerly owned by celebrities as
Andy Griffith, Roy Rogers, and others.

The vehicles starting with Ford Model
T’s and into the ‘70’s were displayed in
several large, air conditioned, humidity
controlled and, yes, monitored show
rooms. There was carpet, proper lighting,
and period music playing from jukeboxes.
The displays included classic outboard
motors, motorcycles, scooters, engines
on stands and background as drive-in
movie setups including speakers hanging
on driver’s side doors. I know you went to
the drive-in but forgot about the speakers
often driving off with one dangling from
your vehicle. The next day you could not
remember anything about the movie. I
can’t imagine why. Anyway, as I said, I
love classic vehicles. Heck, I like just about
anything old. I am getting there quick.
There, you have my confession and I’ll
see you at the next HPROA meeting.

Till next tme,
EJ
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Looking back on my career in the
Houston Police Department (HPD),
I often reminisce about all the
outstanding people I worked with and
the good times we had together. On
September 19, 2016, we lost retired
police officers, Lieutenant Donald
“Don” J. McWilliams. I was fortunate to
have worked with him in the Robbery
Division (Robbery).
Don was promoted to lieutenant in
the mid 70’s and was assigned to
Robbery. You might say Don found
his home in the department, since
he remained in Robbery until his
retirement, with only a brief stint in the
Internal Affairs Division. Don retired on
February 11, 1995. During his career,
Don made many major contributions
to the department’s fight against
crime in our city.
When Don came to Robbery,
Houston was experiencing a sharp
increase in robberies. During the
turbulent 70’s, Houston experienced
an unprecedented increase in the
number of reported robberies, with
the robbery rate increasing by 70%,
over the previous decade.
The increase in robberies presented
major problems for Houston’s citizens
and Don played a substantial role in
addressing those problems.

He was an outstanding supervisor,
a member of the Houston Police
Retired
Officers
Association
(HPROA) and a friend. Don and
his accomplishments will not be
forgotten and he will be missed by
his family and many friends.
During the mid 70’s, Captain Leroy
Zoch was in charge of Robbery and
was fortunate to have outstanding
lieutenants working with him. Another
one of Captain Zoch’s outstanding
lieutenants was Allen E. Tharling,
affectionately
called
“Thunder
Tharling” by his friends. I can attest
there was no one who enjoyed
working in Robbery more than Allen.
During Allen’s watch, robberies
were occurring at alarming rates.
By 1979, Houston reached an alltime high of 106 reported savings
& loan robberies for the year.
Houston was experiencing rapid
growth with savings & loan offices
springing up on almost every street
corner. These institutions made
easy targets for robbers, who were
more than willing to use a gun while
making cash withdrawals. Robbery
referred to these outlaws as savings
& loan bandits.

Savings & loan institutions were federally
insured giving the Federal Bureau of
Investigations (FBI) shared jurisdiction
and responsibility for investigating
these robberies. However, unlike
television’s portrayal of the FBI, they
relied almost exclusively on HPD for
the investigations and arrests of these
brazen bandits. Everyone looked at
Robbery to address the problem.
On July 1, 1979, in response to the
savings & loan robberies, Captain
Zoch assigned Allen to head up
a special squad to address the
increasing number of saving & loan
robberies. The captain’s goal was
to get the suspects arrested and
off the streets as quickly as possible.
Obviously, this special squad did not
work alone; the entire division was
involved in targeting the problem.
Allen’s four selections to work in this
special squad were detectives Bruce W.
Music, Richard “Rick” A. Rekieta, John R.
Dickenson and Jerry L. Driver. Allen called
his new squad “Thunder’s Warrants and
Tactical Squad (TWAT). Members of the
division started calling this new team the
TWAT Squad. Whatever you wanted to
call this new team, no one could argue
about their success.

Continues on Page 13
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Continues from Page 12
John rode partners with Detective
Ormand G. King and quickly
established himself as a skilled
investigator, who enjoyed working.
Ormand and John made many scene
investigations of high profile robberies,
including savings & loan robberies.
John describes his assignment in
Robbery as being the most enjoyable
part of his distinguished career. John
retired from HPD on June 2, 1989, and
began a second career with the Harris
County District Attorney’s Office,
retiring in July of 2006. Allen showed
excellent judgment in selecting John
for this new squad in July 1979.

Lieutenant Rick Rekieta was one of
the original TWAT Squad members
and is still an active HPD lieutenant
assigned to the Burglary & Theft
Division. Rick promoted to the rank
of detective on August 30, 1975, and
was assigned to Robbery riding with
Detective Willie Joe Kovar. In Robbery,
Rick established a reputation as a
hard working investigator solving
many high profile cases and making
a name for himself.
In a Forward Times article Super Sleuth
On TSU Robbery, reporter Bud Johnson
referred to Rick as, “HPD’s version of
Baretta”. In a previous article Bud
Johnson wrote, “Detective Rekieta,
who is the closest thing to TV’s Baretta
that the HPD has ....” With press like
this, is it any wonder Allen made Rick
one of his four choices?
Detective John R. Dickenson was
another of Allen’s original TWAT
Squad selections. John promoted
to detective off the same list as Rick
and was also assigned to Robbery on
August 30, 1975.

When I left Robbery in September
of 1976, to work in Special Crimes,
Captain Zoch replaced me with
Detective Bruce W. Music. Spelling
our names differently didn’t eliminate
the confusion of individuals calling
Robbery looking for me. On more
than one occasion the press and the
courts confused the two of us. Poor
Bruce had to constantly explain to
callers he was not me and I even
started receiving calls from individuals
looking for Bruce.
It didn’t take Bruce long before
establishing his own reputation as
a hard worker and outstanding
detective. In a 1980 interview with
the media, Captain Zoch referred to
Bruce as a “super cop”. It was a title
Bruce truly deserved and his selection
to the TWAT Squad was a no brainer.
Another TWAT Squad selection was
Detective Jerry L. Driver. Considering
the talent and outstanding detectives
working in Robbery at the time, his
selection to this soon to be elite squad
was a well deserved honor. Jerry
promoted to the Robbery Division in
December of ‘77 and like the other
three squad members, he will tell you
working in Robbery was the best part
of his career.

Jerry retired from HPD as a lieutenant,
but remained in law enforcement
working for the Harris County
Constable Pct. 4 as a captain.
Currently Jerry is a reserve captain
for the Waller County Sheriff’s Office.
With Allen’s selections completed
the squad became operational on
July 1, 1979.
It didn’t take long for the squad to
show positive results. In just a little over
two months after their formation, the
squad was credited with clearing
by arrest 243 robbery cases and
arresting 48 suspects. During their first
two months, the squad recovered
six stolen vehicles and $2305 in cash.
Eventually, the squad played a major
role in clearing by arrest 95%, of the
record 107 savings & loan robberies
that occurred in 1979.
Arresting individuals responsible for
robberies had a positive impact on
saving & loan robberies in Houston.
For the first time in many years, the
rate of robberies started to decline. In
1980, even though there were more
savings & loan locations in Houston,
there were only 93 reported savings
& loan robberies. In 1981, Robbery
saw a 43% decrease in savings & loan
robberies over the 1979 robbery rate.
Arrests and case clearances were
only two factors causing the reduction
in savings & loan robberies. Robbery
worked with the Greater Houston
League of Savings Associations
(Association) instituting measures to
help the police in their investigations.
The
Association
placed
better
cameras in their lobbies; they paid
$2000 rewards for information leading
to arrests; used exploding tear gasdie packs and hired guards at some
office locations.

Continues on Page 14
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Robbery also worked with the news
media publishing pictures of the
bandits committing their robberies.
Unlike other major cities, Houston
citizens were willing to come forward
and supply information regarding the
robberies. Each time a surveillance
photo was published numerous
callers contacted Robbery. It was
truly a special group of men and
women working together as a team
to reduce robberies in Houston.
In talking with each of the original TWAT
Squad members about their careers,
I heard some pretty interesting “war
stories”. They worked as a team and
each original member of this team
had some special memories about
working in this new squad.
Bruce and Jerry told me about two
saving & loan bandits they arrested
shortly after the robbery of Buffalo
Savings & Loan on West Little York.
They were assigned to make the
robbery scene investigation and
while talking with the witnesses,
investigators learned the bandit had
left behind a valuable clue.
Interviewing the witnesses, Bruce and
Jerry learned a lone bandit came into
the savings & loan offices under the
pretext of opening an account. When
the teller told the applicant he needed
his driver’s license, he went outside to
the car, where a second suspect was
waiting. He retrieved his driver’s license
and returned to the counter.
Upon his return, he must have felt
it was not the right time to pull the
robbery, so he began to fill out the
application as he watched the
lobby. After finishing the application,
he must have felt the time was
perfect and he pulled out his gun
and announced the robbery.
After getting the money, the bandit
ran outside to the waiting car.
However, the bandit left behind the
application with his correct name,
driver’s license and address.

It would not take a “super sleuth” to
solve this case. Bruce and Jerry drove
to the address on the application
and found both suspects with the
money and pistol. They arrested both
bandits and charged both of them
with the robbery.
Two days after the Buffalo Savings’
robbery, Bruce and Jerry were
assigned to make a savings & loan
robbery on Westheimer. In this case a
lone bandit came up to the counter,
pulled a gun on the teller and
demanded her money. The suspect
approached the teller with keys in his
left hand and a gun in his right hand.
After the teller filled a bank bag with
money, she pushed it across the
counter to the waiting bandit. He
still had his keys in his hand and this
presented a problem. With the pistol in
his right hand and his keys in the other
hand, he could not grab the bag. The
robbery was all about the money, so
he laid his keys on the counter and
grabbed the bag of money.
When the bandit ran out to his locked
getaway car, the teller quickly locked
the doors behind him and called
the police. Without his car keys,
the desperate bandit was forced
to abandon his car and make his
getaway on foot.
After checking the car, Bruce and
Jerry found the bandit had left his
wallet with all his identification under
the front seat of his abandoned car.
The detectives got to the bandit’s
home just as he arrived home on a
bus. The bandit had the money from
the robbery and the gun he used with
him. He was arrested without incident
and charged in the robbery.
Bruce and Jerry had made three
arrests and solved two separate
savings & loan robberies in just
three days. Not all investigations
would be as easy and some
bandits actually had a long string
of robberies before being caught.

An investigation that stood out in
John’s memory was a robbery spree
involving George Froyd, his wife Virginia
Froyd and an associate Pamela Fay
Buckley. These three robbers were
credited with committing over 100
armed robberies in Houston, South
Houston, Bellaire and Harris County.
Most of the trio’s robberies were
convenience stores, service stations
and fast-food restaurants and the trio
had a very distinctive modus operandi.
They would steal a pickup truck, usually
a Ford, use the truck to commit the
robbery and then drive the stolen truck
to a getaway car.
In South Houston on July 20, 1979,
Ernest Simon, 59, died after being
shot during a service station robbery.
However the Harris County Medical
Examiner ruled Mr. Simon died of heart
problems and not the gunshot he
suffered during the robbery. Because
of the Medical Examiner’s ruling, the
case was not a capital murder.
It was mentioned earlier how
Houston citizens were willing to come
forward with information regarding
robberies. The Froyd investigation is
a good example since information
from the public started coming in to
the many investigating agencies.
The agencies shared the information
they were receiving and one of the
members of this crime spree was
identified and charged. On August
27, 1979, Pamela Fay Buckley, a
white female, was arrested and
charged in the 183rd District Court
with aggravated robbery - deadly
weapon. Buckley cooperated with
investigators and received a five (5)
year sentence after pleading guilty.
Unfortunately, after her release from
prison, Buckley was once again charged
with armed robbery.

Continues on Page 15
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On September 11, 1985, Buckley went
back to prison on a fifteen (15) year
sentence for a new robbery charge.
No other Harris county cases could be
found after her last arrest.
As the squad’s investigation continued,
Virginia Beam Froyd, a white female,
was arrested on September 5, 1979
and charged with robbery by threat
in the 183rd District Court. She pled
not guilty and after a trial, the jury
found her guilty. Froyd was sentenced
to sixteen (16) years in prison.
On September 21, 1979, George
Emitte Froyd Jr., the final member of
the gang, was arrested and charged
with aggravated robbery – deadly
weapon. Froyd pled not guilty and
was found guilty of the robberyshooting. The jury sentenced him to
ninety nine (99) years in prison.
The TWAT Squad had become
operational on July 1, 1979, and
they all worked together on this
investigation for several months
before arresting and charging each
of the members. The entire team
participated in Froyd’s arrest.
The dye-packs helped in solving
cases on several occasions. On
Wednesday, April 30, 1980, at around
12:30 p.m., a lone masked bandit
robbed the Ben Franklin Savings &
Loan, at 6700 Hillcroft. Using a rifle, the
bandit ordered a terrified teller to fill a
bank bag with all the money from her
drawer. The teller did as the bandit
demanded and placed some dyepacks in the bank bag also.
Rick and Bruce were assigned to
make the scene and the robbery
investigation.
They
found
the
surveillance cameras had caught the
robbery on film. Also, they learned
one of the red dye-packs exploded,
creating a cloud of red dust as the
bandit fled the scene.

Later they learned, a woman
attempted to deposit red stained
money at a downtown bank and
the police had her in custody.
Bruce and Rick questioned the lady
and she admitted her boyfriend
Donald Ray Jackson gave her the
red stained money.
The
woman
cooperated
with
detectives and took them to her
home where Rick and Bruce arrested
Jackson. After Jackson viewed the
surveillance photos, he confessed and
led detectives to a dumpster where
they recovered more of the burnt
stained money from the robbery.
Jackson pled guilty to aggravated
robbery with a deadly weapon
in the 248th District Court and the
judge sentenced him to 18 years
in prison. Unfortunately, after his
release from prison, Jackson had
one more brush with the law on
June 5, 1993. He was charged with
possession of crack cocaine, a 2nd
degree felony. Jackson received a
10 year deferred adjudication which
he completed on May 19, 2004. No
other arrests were found.

The squad made several arrests by setting
up surveillance on savings & loan offices
that were being robbed frequently.
One of the squad’s surveillance arrests
occurred on Saturday, April 26, 1980,
and involved two bandits who were
Houston police applicants.
John
Leroy
Hardwick
and
his
roommate Frank Anthony Tillery had
moved from Chicago to Houston and
applied to become Houston police
officers. Needing living expenses,
while they waited to start the police
academy, the applicants committed
four savings & loan robberies.
Hardwick & Tillery robbed the University
Savings & Loan at 7511 Westheimer twice
and apparently thought the third time
would be their charm, but it definitely
was not. Allen, along with Bruce and Rick,
were watching that location because of
the two previous robberies.
The surveillance team’s attention was
drawn to two men who approached
the front door of the savings & loan
offices and then walked away.

Continues on Page 18
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

DEC

JAN

5			Dorothy Niemeier
11			Pat Williams
13, 1929		
Bobby Gene Lott
15, 1942		
Fred C. Sparks
15, 1946		
George Powers
20, 1934		
Morris Shofner
21			
James R. Walker
21, 1954		
Rick Walker
24, 1977		
Rebecca and Iffy Flores
18			May Walker
23, 1946		
Sue and Forrest Turbeville
26			Margie Frank
28, 1937		
Earl Jones
31,1937		
Don Cotton

3, 1954		
D.G. Scott
6, 1949		
Carmen Cantu Lott
9			Marie Fish
9, 1937		
Willie Joe Kovar
16, 1947		
Harry “Wo” Womack
18			Carolyn Foster
29, 1977		
Carey and Yvonne Ledet
19			Mary Nichols
31			Ken DeFoor

(713) 628-6086

The Retired Badge December 2016 - January 2017 Edition

17

Star * Dot * Star Computer Consulting
(In business since 1992)

Computer Repairs, Malware and Virus removal
Networking and Printer install, Data Recovery and more!

Ed Cuccia

713.974.0074
edcuccia@star-dot-star.biz
www.star-dot-star.biz
HPD RETIRED Class of 78 		

Don’t trust your computer to a stranger!

••••••••••• FOR SALE •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
2- Grecom digital trunking scanning receivers, PSR-600 GRE PSR-500/600 User guide and disk. In original box.
Currently programs include: TX DPS-HPD (digital)-Harris Co.-Ft. Bend Co. Wharton-Brazoria-Washington-Montgomerysome East Texas-some Hill Country. Current channels are for law enforcement – no EMS or Fire. Includes Acc for desk
application – bracket for auto (no vehicle antenna).
Original cost $500-600, Now $210 each.
Contact Charlie Whitcomb (retired DPS) 979-877-0220
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An alert employee had also noticed
these men and recognized them from a
previous robbery. The employee locked
the door and called the police.
A short time later, the two men
approached the offices with guns
and found the doors were locked. The
surveillance team moved in to arrest the
armed bandits, who turned and ran. Tillery
was arrested and the shotgun he carried
was recovered. Hardwick temporally
evaded capture.
Cooperating with investigators, Tillery
took the squad to their apartment where
Hardwick was arrested. During the
robbery attempt Hardwick was carrying
a satchel with a .38 revolver inside and
the gun was recovered. Detectives found
the pistol to be stolen out of Chicago.
Both bandits confessed to their involvment
in four previous savings & loan robberies
and both were charged with aggravated
robbery - deadly weapon in the 208th
District Court. The judge sentenced Tillery to
10 years in prison and sentenced Hardwick
to 12 years. After Hardwick’s release from
prison, he was charged with driving while
intoxicated on May 8, 1991. I found no
other arrests on Tillery, who may have went
back to Chicago after his release.

The TWAT Squad actually made a huge
difference by their numerous arrests and
case clearances. The original members
of the squad have many more interesting
stories of arrests and investigations.
The savings & loan bandits were definitely
an interesting group of robbers. Melvin
Troy Williams and Willie Thurman Homes
told detectives they were inspired to start
robbing savings & loans because of the
news accounts of the robberies. When the
media reported that an undetermined
amount of cash was taken, Williams and
Holmes took that to mean the robbers
were getting so much money, it was
impossible to determine the amount.
Williams received a six (6) year sentence
in prison for his participation in the
October 4, 1979, savings & loan robbery.
All the money taken in that robbery was
destroyed after the dye-pack stained the
cash. The tear gas, which accompanied
the dye packs caused the fleeing bandits
to drive their car into a ditch while making
their getaway.
Interestingly while in prison Williams
realized he needed to make some career
changes in his life. He learned robbery
was not the crime he should pursue.

HPROA PAC Chairman
with His Canine Escort
Scooby Doo

After Williams release from prison, he had
no other robbery arrests on his extensive
criminal record. His record shows 16 other
arrests for various crimes.
Publishing surveillance photos was also
very effective in causing the arrests of the
savings & loan bandits. Some suspects
like Vincent Craig Brown surrendered to
Robbery after publication of surveillance
photos showed him committing a savings
& loan robbery.
In Brown’s robbery, he only obtained
$40, that was not badly stained by the
exploding red dye pack. Brown received
12 years in prison for the robbery that only
netted him $40 usable cash.
It appeared the strategies used to
combat the savings & loan robberies
were successful. HPD played a major role
in solving this problem. The many police
officers called to the robbery scenes and
the police officers participating in the
arrests of the savings & loan bandits should
be commended for a job very well done.
I have enjoyed reminiscing about
Robbery’s TWAT Squad and the four
detectives who were chosen to work in
that squad. I consider each member a
friend and enjoyed talking with them
about the squad and HPD good old days.
Hopefully, you have enjoyed reading
about a time in Houston’s past.
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Need hearing aids?
Does your Cigna® card look like this?
If so, CALL TODAY!

No Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee!

myCigna.com

City of Houston Employees,
Retirees & Spouses!
Administered by Cigna Health and Life Insurance Co.
Coverage Effective Date: 01/01/2015

Group: 0000000
ID:
0000000
Name: John Doe

PCP Visit:
Specialist:
Hospital ER:
Urgent Care:

Network Coinsurance:

In:

Network Savings Program

That’s Right...

If you have Cigna insurance you are eligible for the best pricing
available. Some Cigna plans even cover the full cost of hearing aids!

Miracle-Ear ® understands how confusing it can be to navigate health insurance, that’s why when you come
in for your free appointment our friendly staff will check your benefits for you!
Even if you don’t have Cigna, many other plans including plans through: Airline Companies, Aetna, Anthem BCBS,
BCBS, Blue Cross and Blue Shield Federal plan, Coventry, Mail Handlers… and many others also offer hearing aid coverage!

Call for an appointment
at one of our convenient
Houston area locations:

281-201-1699

Baytown • 1109 W Baker Rd, Ste C
Conroe/The Woodlands • 8000 SH 242
Katy • 1575 W. Grand Pkwy S.
Kingwood • 1202 Kingwood Dr.
League City • 184 Gulf Freeway S.

Memorial City • 833 Frostwood Dr.
Meyerland • 9953 S. Post Oak Rd.
Sugar Land • 15910 Lexington Blvd.
Willowbrook • 17284 Tomball Pkwy.

Visit us online: www.Miracle-Ear-Houston.com

Promo Code: 39TO2017

Cigna Ad Houston Police Assoc. V2 BW 10-07-2016.indd 1

10/7/16 11:26 AM

Chrysler • Jeep • Dodge • Ram

Call President Alan Helfman

President Alan Helfman
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B.S. From the Hill Country
By Chuck Smith
Well, the reunion has come and gone.
Dee and Lamar did their usual great job
on hosting it. Large crowd, good food
and fun time. I couldn’t get around real
well but a lot of my old buddies came
over and visited. If you don’t make the
reunions you should start. Our old bunch
is dying off at a pretty good clip and
next time some of us may not be there.
Now, I’ll get off my soap box and on to
more fun things.
Dot is still celebrating our new President
Elect, five days now but the ole Gal will
celebrate almost anything. She said
all along Trump would win and never
wavered. I ask her if all the talk about
Trump’s “Dirty Talk” bothered her, she said
she has heard worse than that in the Girls
dressing room at school. She is getting
better about waving at folks with Hillary
bumper stickers, one finger wave, that is.
Now that the Election is over and Trump
won, maybe she will settle down. I guess
she needs to let off steam after taking
care of me. She does a hell of a good job
but don’t tell her I bragged on her.

She might start celebrating some
more. On a more serious note, my
hat’s off to ALL of the wives that are
caring for their old wore out husbands.
Shoot, it’s bad enough being married
to an old Police Officer much less one
with health problems.
After Donald Trump was elected
it may wake some of those old
lifetime politicians. They may see the
handwriting on the wall and get up
off their butts and do something for
the good of our Country, BOTH parties
. I see all those paid “protesters” on
the news and start fuming. I think I
could stop that mess, but they tell
me turning the dogs loose on them
wouldn’t be nice.
Dot is ALMOST as excited as I am
about Thanksgiving.
We are going
to load up all of my “doctoring stuff”
and head out to our son’s house for
Thanksgiving. All of our kids, grandkids
and great grandkids will be there. We
have one great grandson and one
great granddaughter we have never
seen, in person, that is, but we have a
ton of pictures.

We finally got by to see Dee and Lamar
Kimble’s new home. They are only 1015 minutes from us but they are in the
“ritzy” part of town. Boy, their home is
really nice. Their bathroom is bigger
than our bedrooms and , get this, no
door on the shower. Lamar is still trying
to sneak a peek when Dee is showering.
Hasn’t changed from our old Vice
Squad days, still a dirty ole man.
There is a saying here in the Hill
Country, Never, Ever, take a sleeping
pill and a Laxative at the same time.
Till next time, Chuck..

Editor’s note: AIN’T IT GREAT TO HEAR
FROM CHUCK AGAIN. DOT, WE KNOW
YOU HAVE YOUR HANDS FULL, BUT WE
LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING YOUR
WORDS OF WISDOM. AND, HAVING
TAKEN SUCH GOOD CARE OF CHUCK,
WE KNOW YOU CAN SHARE SOME
STUFF THAT WOULD HELP US ALL.

Positive Attitude
Recently, while at the HPROA monthly
meeting held on the second Thursday
of each month at 9:30 a.m. on Whitney
Drive at the Knights of Columbus Hall, the
setup committee, on this day consisting
of Charlie Brenham, J. W. Williams, John
Sweatt, Matt Potell, directing, and
myself, (Rosalie Potell, Doug Hudson,
A.J. Moch and Roger Dickson (AWOL),
having just completed the early morning
chores which began at 6 a.m., and
waiting for the coffee to perk noticed a
neatly dressed gentleman (jacket and
trimmings) entering the hall. As he drew
closer we recognized one of our past
HPROA presidents, Ken Defoor.

Captain Ken Defoor, that is, as he is
continuing to work in Liberty County. You
may have seen him on TV as he is the
on-screen person for the Liberty County
Sheriff’s office. Ken, who has lots of seniority
as most of us, does not act the part. He is
still full steam ahead, upbeat, and enjoying
his law enforcement experience. Ken
continues to smile and laughs easily as we
discuss old times as well as current events.
I am convinced that he is the person to
observe when searching for examples of
long, productive and enjoyable life. After
a short visit, folks began to pour into the
hall and many stopped to greet Ken and
the setup committee volunteers (absent
Doug Hudson) prior to our board entering
and going to work.

Just as we were about to break away
from our get-together prior to the
meeting, Ken reminded me of an article
I had submitted to the Retired Badge.
In that article I had written about HPD
experiences and finally closed by stating I
would do it all again. Ken said he agrees
and that is one reason why he is still in
the fray. It is refreshing to speak with
individuals like Ken Defoor. Those with
positive attitudes and appreciation for
past life experiences. These encounters
at the monthly HPROA meetings is one
reason I look forward to each gathering.

Till next time,
EJ
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Rio Piedra Plantation: November 16 thru 20, 2016
By M. D. Beale, Jr.
The
Flint
River
runs
through
southwestern Georgia and was first
crossed by Conquistadores in the mid
to late 1500’s. They named it the Rio
Piedra because of all of the rocks and
boulders in it, which roughly translates
“Stone River” or “River of Stones”.
The Rio Piedra Plantation sits astride
the river and the current lodge house
is located at this crossing point and is
still used today to transport hunters by
boat from one side of the river to the
other in the pursuit of Gentleman Bob.
My son, Trey, and I saved up our
nickels and dimes for a good while
and plunked down a fair chunk of
the coin of the realm for four nights
of 5 Star accommodations along
with three full days of guided hunting
of bob white quail behind first class
dogs. We were not disappointed.
There are two not so unrelated sad
realities in life. The first is that I’m not
quite as spry and energetic as I was
40 years ago. The second is that a
place to hunt wild bobwhite quail
[colinus virginianus] in their natural
free range is very hard to find for all
kinds of reasons, not the least of which
is loss of habitat. When you do, you’re
still going to part with a fair chunk of
change for a lease and/or a guide.
Personally, I’ve humped it and roughed
it hunting [or anything else] about all I
want to. At 72, my idea of roughing it
is something like we experienced. You
sleep in a really nice bed in a really
super nice “cabin”, eat 5 star food,
get out in the field sometime like 9
AM and hunt till around noon, eat 5
star food, take a nap, hunt till a little
before sundown, clean up, eat 5 star
food, talk guns and hunting till you get
ready to go to bed.

There’s port, brandy and cigars for
those that want them around the fire.
Repeat for two more days. By then,
I’m pretty much “stove up like an
old dog after an all night coon hunt”
anyway and ready for my own bed.
Quail shooting is somewhat more
dangerous than most other bird
hunting because of the tactics
necessary to be successful. It’s a
constant motion and movement
by at least one of the three major
participants pretty much all the time.
If the birds are still, the dogs are
running and bouncing around looking
for them and the hunters are trying to
stay up with them.
When the dogs find the birds and stop,
then hunters are moving into position.
Then the flushing dog or the dog handler
moves in and flushes the covey.
The birds burst into flight in a great noise
of beating wings in every direction
and the hunters are swinging to track
the flying birds. It’s extremely easy
to become so focused on a flying
bird that a shooter can fail to see a
scurrying dog chasing a low flying bird
or to suddenly turn to track one that
flies in the direction of another hunter.
In the field it’s very easy to get
separated from the other hunters
and/or dogs by brush or trees and
not be seen, even wearing blaze
orange. I always holler when I am
rejoining the others, especially if birds
are fixing to be jumped.
But there’s nothing quite like a covey
of quail thundering into the air very
near you to generate excitement
and not a little bit of awe. No matter
how many times I’ve experienced it,
it never fails to send a jolt of adrenalin
through my system.

The very hardest part is trying to pick
out one single bird as a target when
there are thirty of them streaming
into the air in all directions. The next
hardest part is to stay on target, swing
smooth and shoot while your target is
streaking between trees and jinking
back and forth. I certainly “killed” my
share of bushes and pine trees.
Some of my earliest hunting memories
are of trying to stay up with my Dad
and uncles following English pointers
across acres of farm fields and grass
land, through mesquite brush and
prickly pear patches. In those days
access to farms of neighbors and
their land was there to be had for the
asking. There were resident coveys on
many of the farms. There are fewer of
these places every day with the slow,
insidious incursion of urbanization.
As a result of this wild quail hunting
isn’t that much less expensive than
shooting at a game preserve. Then
there’s the cost of owning a dog and
effort to care for them, etc. Today the
dollars are pretty much even, I think.
Watching the dogs work is at least
half the pleasure of quail hunting.
Our guide worked two pointing dogs,
usually a combination of German
shorthair and English setter, to locate
the birds. He also had a small English
cocker spaniel as a flushing dog. They
are much smaller than the American
cocker and can ride on your lap in the
Jeep, even if you’re driving, without
too much inconvenience.
The small dogs stole the show, pretty
much. They were able to slip in under
the brush and push the birds out
and/or find downed birds that would
otherwise be lost.

Continues on Page 22
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Murdock Shot during Domestic Disturbance Call,
Dies Six Days later while on the Operating Table
By Nelson Zoch
David Duncan Murdock was born in
Bryan, Texas on August 31, 1884. His
parents were Mr. and Mrs. J. H. (Ella)
Murdock. He came to the Houston Police
Department on October 15, 1920, from
Bryan, where he had been employed as
a deputy sheriff and constable.
The best information about David
Murdock’s fate comes from articles
from the Houston Press and the Houston
Chronicle in 1921.

About 6 p.m. Tuesday, June 21, Police
Officer Dave Murdock and his partner,
Officer McGraw, responded to a call to
1508 George Street in Houston’s Fourth
Ward. The summer was hot and the sun
still out. Their call for service indicated
that a Negro male had shot a Negro
female. The shooter was in the house at
this location preparing to resist arrest.
When the officers arrived on the scene,
they were met with a fusillade of shots from
inside the house. One of these shots struck
Officer Murdock and he fell down, struck
by bullets to both the jaw and the neck.

Officer McGraw then opened fire,
advancing toward the house. In this
brave assault aimed toward the suspect
who shot his partner, Officer McGraw
survived, but was injured when he slipped
and fell, bursting a blood vessel. About
this time, other officers who were sent to
assist should trouble arise, arrived on the
scene and were going to the rear of the
residence when they saw someone raise
a window shade. When this individual saw
the police, he jerked the shade down.

Continues on Page 23

Continues from Page 21
The picture is of Angel, the princess of
Rio Piedra, with a quail. There’s enough
stories about her to do several articles.
There was one classic point I sorely
wish I’d’ve had a camera. The pointer
was in a classic pose with his tail high,
front leg lifted and the English setter
locked in her classic pose with her
head down and tail fringes swaying
in the breeze both side by side as
the little chocolate English cocker
bounced into the tall grass putting the
covey into the air. Those few seconds
made the whole trip worthwhile.
Over the three days we walked enough
to make sure we slept well at night. It
wasn’t a “canned” hunt by any stretch of
the imagination.
There terrain is very varied from relatively
open stands of pine to heavy brush piles
in areas. We experienced all kinds.
I started hunting with my Browning over/
under 28 gauge and Trey used his G & S
Holloway 12 gauge side-by-side made in
England about 1923.

They worked very well for that morning.
We both bagged our first birds – an omen
of how well the trip would go. From then
on it was hit and miss but he hit more than
he missed the rest of the trip.
For the afternoon I switched to my Winchester
Model 42 .410 pump. Bruce Buck, our host
from Shooting Sportsman magazine, joined
us for the afternoon shoot. We are both died
in the wool Model 42 aficionados and we
used them. It was a great time. The area
we were hunting put most reasonable shot
within reach of the small guns and they were
a bit quicker in the tight brush areas. There’s
just something infinitely more satisfying in
using the little gun.
I had included my Dad’s 12 gauge sideby-side shotgun in the baggage and the
next morning I took it and the Model 42. I
wanted to shoot it some. The stock I built
for it fits me and it shoots where I look. I
used it on three covey rises. I fired six shots
and killed three birds and hit three pine
trees that jumped up in between me and
my target. I contemplated in shooting it
some more but it is a bit heavier than the
Model 42 and with all of the walking the
extra weight of the gun and 12 gauge
shells made a bit of difference.

So I went back to my Model 42 for the rest
of the morning.
The last day I used my 28 gauge and Trey
and I took a total of 77 birds and missed
at least that many. By the end of the
third full day of walking and shooting, I
was stove up like an old dog after an all
night coon hunt and pretty much ready
to call it quits.
Rio Piedra had an unlimited bird
quota on this shoot so we didn’t have
to worry about trying to count how
many birds we shot. They did limit the
number of birds we brought home.
Everyone got a very nice soft cooler
with 55 quail in it. So there’ll be some
quail on the table sometime during the
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.
I hope you’ve had a very blessed
Thanksgiving and will have a Merry
Christmas amd Happy New Year.
See ya at the range!
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Continues from Page 22
With Murdock lying wounded in the
front yard, the officers entered the
house. Inside, they found that the
suspect had crawled up into the
attic. They talked him down and
identified him as Will Alexander, a
Negro male. Alexander surrendered
and gave his two guns to the officers,
who also found in the residence the
body of Edna Phelps, Negro female,
lying on the kitchen floor. She was
shot twice at close range and was
dead at the scene.
When the shooting ceased and the
scene was secured, an ambulance
took Officer Murdock to St. Joseph’s
Infirmary. The initial diagnosis was that
he was not seriously wounded.
Police took Will Alexander into custody
at the scene and turned him over to
the protection of Harris County Sheriff
T. Binford, Deputy Sheriff Rogers,
and District Attorney’s Investigator
George Andrew. They took him to the
Harris County Jail charged with the
murder of Ms. Phelps and the assault
to murder of Officer Murdock.
Additional investigation revealed
that there had been an on-going
domestic dispute involving Alexander
and Phelps, with the police involved
as recently as Monday night after
some shots were fired in the George
Street neighborhood.
As
stated,
Officer
Murdock’s
condition was not believed to have
been serious. After his transfer to the
hospital for emergency medical care,
upon his regaining consciousness, he
was reported to have asked his fellow
officers, “Boys, did you get him?”
The week wore on with the Houston
Press reporting on June 27 that the
Houston City Council authorized the
Mayor to have Officer Murdock, now
in serious condition, transferred to the
Baptist Sanitarium at the City’s expense.

Medical science in 1921 was not
sophisticated enough to accurately
diagnose the injuries Murdock suffered.
The wounds were much more serious than
doctors originally thought. A bullet wound
to the jaw caused a tremendous amount
of pain. Doctors originally planned to
place a plate into the jaw bone. A threeinch fracture had resulted in the bullet
to lodge in the back of Murdock’s neck.
Doctors went through with the procedure
designed to correct the problem on June
28. An operation was planned to correct
this problem. Davie Murdock died on the
operating table. The cause of death was
listed “From Dilation of the Heart caused
by Anesthesia.” He died at 11 a.m. He
was thirty-six years old, married and the
father of three children.
Under the headline, “Police Pay Their
Last Honor to Fallen Comrade,” the
Wednesday, June 29 edition of the
Houston Post reported the details of
Murdock’s funeral. The cortege formed
at 918 Austin Street, the home of the
officer’s brother, J. H. Murdock. A cordon
of mounted policemen and twentyeight patrolmen formed as an escort
of honor and moved out ahead of the
hearse. Directly behind came the family
in automobiles and behind them a long
procession of friends.
Sergeant Claude Beverly and Patrolman
Frank Gresham accompanied the body
of their dead companion and his family
to Rockdale. Pallbearers were George
Daniel, H. H. Flannagan, P. H. Hannah, W. G.
Dunham, Jake Altofer and Ed Wilsford. Burial
was at the Oak Lawn Cemetery in Rockdale.
None of the city’s three papers contained
an obituary listing the survivors of this
brave police officer. During this era, a
full obituary was apparently reserved for
only the wealthy citizens. Not even a slain
police officer qualified for this mention.
The Rockdale Reporter, a weekly
publication, reported on June 30 that the
deceased officer was accompanied by
relatives, friends and representatives of
the Houston Police Department.

A service was held that day, a
Wednesday, at 4:30 p.m. from the
residence of Mr. and Mrs. H. G.
Ashby, parents-in-law of the slain
officer. Religious services were
conducted at the gravesite by the
Reverend G. S. Tomlin, pastor of the
Baptist Church in Rockdale.
The Reporter further reported that
Dave Murdock was for years engaged
in various local business enterprises
and that he was one of the best known
and best liked men who ever lived in
Rockdale. A weathered 84-year-old
grave marker stands to mark the burial
site of Officer Dave Murdock. Along
with the usual date of birth and death,
the following is inscribed: “God in his
wisdom has recalled the boon (sic) his
love had given, and though the body
slumbers, the soul is safe in heaven.”
He is interred in an Ashby family plot
and Helon G. Ashby (1870-1950) and
Janet E. Ashby (1869-1965) are likely
his in-laws previously listed as Mr. and
Mrs. H. G. Ashby.
Through the excellent cooperation of
Stephen Jones of the Phillips-Luckey
Funeral Home and Paul Luckey of
Rockdale Memorials, a special KILLED
IN THE LINE OF DUTY grave marker was
placed in eternal memory of this brave
man interred in Oak Lawn Cemetery.
Not much was learned about Officer
McGraw, not even a first name. In a
side note to this tragedy, McGraw
was not the regular partner of
Murdock, whose regular partner,
Officer W. Searce, was injured in the
traffic accident several days before,
a tragic event that claimed the life of
Officer Jeter Young on June 19, 1921.
Officer Searce obviously experienced
an absolute nightmare of bad luck
with his partners.

Continues on Page 28
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HPROA November 2016 Meeting on
Birthday of USMC
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HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED
OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 130787
Houston, TX 77219
Phone/Fax (713) 802-2967
OR Toll Free 1-866-856-7252
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HPROA Benefits

In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired
officers to have the same type of organized representation that
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired
officers an official organization to represent them regarding
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits.
The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization.
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being:
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.
The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from
within its membership and answers only to the membership of
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?
Membership Benefits
I. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension
benefits
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by sponsoring reunions
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception
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IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of
deceased member
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607
E. Whitney.

This is Your Retired Badge

Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper.
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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The July 1 edition of the Houston Press reported Justice of the
Peace Leon Lusk denied bail for Will Alexander, the slayer of
his wife and Officer Murdock. Eleven charges had piled up on
Alexander, which included two murder charges, two unrelated
assault to murder charges and seven forgery charges stemming
from his business dealings with Fourth Ward area merchants.
The July 28 Press reported the following: “Future is dismal for
20-year-old Will Alexander.” NOTE: This age of 20 could not
be correct. In September 1921, it was learned that Alexander
received a sentence of ninety-nine years for the murder of Edna
Phelps. That headline reported “More to come.” Trial on the
murder of Officer Murdock was to begin on September 6. The
death penalty was a strong possibility.
The newspaper files were researched extensively, with no
new information forthcoming regarding the final fate of Will
Alexander. Prior to 1923, death penalties were carried out by the
individual counties. However, there is nothing in death records
to show that his death occurred in Harris County. Further, there
is nothing in State of Texas execution records to show his death
in that manner.

A thorough search of Texas Convict Records in Austin revealed
that Will Alexander was sentenced to the Texas Prison System
previously. In 1912, he served four years for horse theft and
Burglary from Montgomery County (Once again, that mentioned
age of 20 could not be correct). He was released in 1916 and
less than a year later in 1917, he was returned again for horse
theft and given five years to serve until a conviction expiration
date of January 9, 1922.
Officer Murdock and Miss Phelps were killed on June 27, 1921.
Had he remained in custody for his full term, he would not have
been a free man when he killed Officer Murdock.
Genealogical research revealed that Officer Murdock’s widow
was left with two children, David Duncan Murdock Jr., born in
1916, and Ella Murdock, born on May 12, 1921. She was only six
weeks old when her dad was killed. Mrs. Exie Ashby Murdock, the
widow, apparently remarried shortly after her husband’s violent
death. She married a man by the name of Gray and eventually
bore three children with him. Also, both David Murdock Jr. and
Ella Murdock took the name of Gray as their surname. Mrs. Exie
Gray passed away in 1964.

Killed in the Line of Duty
January

December
December 12, 1901		
December 12, 1901		
December 17, 1929		
December 03, 1930		
December 01, 1936		
December 10, 1971		
December 09, 1989		
December 24, 1995		
December 07, 2008		

Herman Youngst
John C. James
C.F. Thomas
J.D. Landry
James T. Gambill
Claude Ronnie Beck
J.C. Boswell
Dawn S. Erickson
Tim Abernethy

January 21, 1925		
January 25, 1927		
January 12, 1954		
January 21, 1967		
January 31, 1970		
January 31, 1971		
January 09, 1973		
January 30, 1975		
January 28, 1976		
January 06, 1994		
January 31, 1994		
January 10, 2001		

New Members of HPROA

Pete Corrales
Perry Page Jones
Smith A. “Buster” Kent
Louis Lyndon Sander
Leon Griggs
Robert Wayne Lee
Antonio Guzman Jr.
Johnny T. Bamsch
George Garza Rojas
Michael Paul Roman
Guy Patrick Gaddis
Dennis Holmes

October and November 2016

October, 2016:
Calvin Arms, George Buehler, Robert Clements, Rodney Hill,
Cory Lenzmeier, Cynthia Ong, Mark Ong, Mike Stanley, Edward
Glenn Chance (9)
Thanks to the continuing hard work by Membership Chairman
Roy McDonald and his group of assistants, our membership
continues to grow.

November, 2016:
Dalia Hester, F. E. Braune, Charles King, Milton Jones, Dennis
Schoppe, Michael Gee, James Draycott, Jason Draycott,
Ernest White, S. David Mireles, William A. Wallace, Paul Reese,
Michael Ybanez, Terry Jean Benton-Robertson, Jeffrey H.
Hackett, Thomas Jenkins II. (16)

Retiree Roundup
The Retired Badge December 2016 - January 2017 Edition
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RETIRED OFFICERS ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE

Continues from Page 29

FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • DOUG BOSTOCK • RAY SMITH

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance.

October 13, 2016
Donald J. McWilliams: (8-13-16 nf) Don’s
wife, Eleanor, reports that D.J. was still
recovering from a dose of morphine that
he is highly allergic to when he went to
the hospital about 6 months ago, when
he fell 2 weeks ago at his home in the
Huntsville area. He was gaining weight
and strength using a rollator to walk. Tests
& exams indicate that he did not break
any bones but it set him back with aches,
pains and bruises. (note: D.J. passed
away on September 19. Please Eleanor
and her family in your prayers.)
Jean Watt (9-5-16 rh): We called Jean
today and he said he is home recovering.
He said he undergone extensive surgery
of the colon due to the cancer. He is
doing well with the help of his family,
friends, and home health care. He will
be seeing an oncologist and is expecting
to have to undergo chemo treatments.
Please keep Jean in your prayers.
Fred Eicholtz: (9-7-16 nf) Pat Kainer reports
that Fred underwent outpatient surgery
to remove a bladder stone this afternoon.
The surgeon has informed the family that
surgery was successful and Fred would be
released this evening. Keep Fred in your
prayers and give him a call tomorrow
Al Lotz: (9-10-16 nf/rh) Al reports that at
his appointment with his surgeon on
Thursday he was advised that the results
of tests following his prostate surgery on
8-26 revealed that they found NO cancer
involved. Prayers answered and we will
continue to pray for his full recovery and
cancer free health going forward.

Sue Gaines: (9-17-16 nf) Sue was released
from hospital and is now at home on a
limited diet of chipped ice and really soft
foods. She reports that she is still weak
but glad she dodged the surgery bullet
and we are so thankful also. Continue to
pray for Sue’s full rapid recovery. (9-1516 nf) We visited with Sue by phone this
evening and she reports that Doctor’s
had decided to place her on a soft food
diet. If she is able to keep it down to
digestion then she could avoid surgery.
They will proceed with that course of
action throughout the weekend. If it
doesn’t work they would likely do surgery
Monday. Please lift up your prayers that all
goes well for Sue and that surgery would
not be required.(9-14-16 Don Cotten,
I spoke with Sue this morning and she is
feeling much better. She said it appears
the antibiotics are working and she
shouldn’t need surgery, however the dr
will make the determination by Thursday)
Previously (9-13-16 MD) Contacted Sue
this afternoon in response to a question
she sent last night regarding the minutes
she was working on and learned that she
went in NE Memorial Hospital last night
with an intestinal blockage and is under
observation to decide if surgery will be
needed. She’s under sedation for pain
and is nauseated. Hopefully they will
be able to resolve the problem without
surgery. We need to keep her in our
prayers.mdb
Judy Martin: (9-21-16nf) Judy will be
released from St. Luke’s Woodlands this
afternoon with blood thinner medication
that hopefully will resolve her problem.
She is still weak but getting stronger each
day. Keep Judy on your daily prayer list.

(9-16-16 nf) Judy was admitted to St.
Lukes Woodlands hospital earlier this
week and was diagnosed with a blood
clot in the lower lobe of a lung. In our
visit on Thursday, she reported that her
physicians were attempting to dissolve
the clot with medications. She is still very
weak as they began physical therapy
earlier in the day. Keep Judy in your daily
prayers.
John Eaton: (9-26-16 ejs/nf) E.J. Smith
received a call from wife of John Eaton
who reported that John was admitted to
Bayshore General Hospital, 4000 Spencer
Hwy, Pasadena, after a heart related
episode. He had 95% blockage in one
artery where a stent was inserted and
balloon angioplasty procedure. John
remains in ICU this evening for monitoring.
Lift up your prayers for John that he would
fully recover.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTHS
OF SEPTEMBER 2016

SHERYL L. WRIGHT (MEMBER)
SEPTEMBER 4, 2016
EDWARD HOLIDAY (MEMBER)
SEPTEMBER 5, 2016
DONALD J. MCWILLIAMS
(MEMBER) SEPTEMBER 19, 2016
MILTON WAYNE WILSON
(MEMBER) SEPTEMBER 29, 2016
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YOUR FATHER KNOWS WHAT YOU NEED
BEFORE YOU ASK HIM – Matthew 6:8 niv
THERE ISN’T A CERTAIN TIME WE SHOULD
SET ASIDE TO TALK WITH GOD – GOD IS
PART OF OUR EVERY WAKING MOMENT
…marva Collins
EVERY DAY HOLDS THE POSSIBILITY OF A
MIRACLE…anom

November 10, 2016
John Eaton: (10-2-16 nf) We visited with
John’s wife, Linda, this morning by phone.
She reports that John remains in ICU at
Bayshore Hospital and is not doing well.
His vocal cord is paralyzed and therefore
he can’t swallow so he has a feeding
tube. His condition is complicated by
Parkinson’s disease and other health
issues. Linda invites all members to pray
for John’s healing and recovery.
Sue Turbeville: (10-4-16 nf) Sue was
admitted to Willowbrook Methodist
hospital this evening with low hemoglobin
count and received a unit of blood. In
pre-op exam for a colonoscopy, the low
count was discovered. This is normally
an outpatient procedure. However, her
physician had her admitted in the event
a blood transfusion became necessary
during or following the procedure. The
loss of blood is a concern and more tests
will be required. Forrest invites our prayers
for Sue throughout her hospital stay.
Donna Peck who worked for many years
over at the Juvenile Division, is in a very
bad way. She contracted a virus that has
attacked her heart and it looks like she
will need a heart transplant. The doctors
are working through that process and she
hopes to get one but for now she is in a
hospital in South Carolina without much
to do but wait. If you remember her at
HPD, she would love to hear from you.
Her number is posted below and she can
answer it most times. She is in good spirits
and a voice from the past would do her
good. Please call if you can.

Update from Jim St John 10-7-16 Just
talked to Donna and she is still in the
hospital. She is waiting for a heart. Don’t
know how long she will be there. The
hurricane is coming in and she said as
she is in South Carolina. Her cell phone is
803-667-0713. She would like to hear from
anyone. (NOTE: Donna passed away on
October 18.)
Sue Turbeville: (10-8-16 nf) We visited
with Sue today at Willowbrook Methodist
hospital . A colonoscopy on Friday
revealed two small tumors in the colon
and a procedure is scheduled either
Monday or Tuesday afternoon to remove
the tumors. Tests have not positively
identified the tumors as malignant but
Doctors feel confident that, if so, the
procedure would eliminate the need for
chemo or radiation treatments. Sue and
Forrest invite all those reading this to lift up
their prayers that the procedure will be
successful without further treatment and
Sue then is released to go home.
John Eaton: (10-10-16 nf) Linda Eaton
called this evening to report that John was
still in ICU. They had removed the feeding
tube last week but re-inserted that tube
today due to swallowing difficulties due to
Parkinson’s. Plans are to move him within
the next week to Kindred Rehab hospital
in Clear Lake for more treatment. Lift up
your prayers for John’s full recovery.
Sue Turbeville: 10-10-16 nf) Sue came
out of successful surgery at 6:00PM this
evening. The surgeon reported that
she did well throughout surgery, would
be returned to a patient room around
7:30PM and would remain in the hospital
for another 5 days. All of the infected area
was removed and no further treatment
should be necessary. Continue to keep
Sue and Forrest in your daily prayers.
Jean Watt: (10-12-16) rh – We contacted
Jean today and found that he has been
having a hard time since his surgery in
early September for colon cancer. Since
the surgery he has been in and out of the
hospital twice for severe nausea due to
blockage of his small intestine.

He is at home now and has visits from
home healthcare twice a week. He says
that he has neighbors that check on him
and a cousin that gets him to doctor,s visits
and the hospital when needed. Please
keep Jean in your prayers.
Fred Carroll: (10-12-16 db) Retired Officer
Fred Carroll, suffering from prostate cancer,
was placed on hospice at home. Fred has
fought brain cancer and prostate cancer
twice before and beat it but is now in very
poor condition. His wife, Marietta, invites all
to pray for them both. (NOTE: Fred passed
away on November 5)
Sue Turbeville: (10-13-16 db) We visited
with Sue today and found her able to
get out of bed and walk down the hall,
mostly pain free with some blood pressure
issues periodically and a need for oxygen
sometimes but overall Doctors say she
is doing exceptionally well. Prayers are
working, Keep’em coming.
John Eaton: (10-13-16 nf) Linda called to
report that John was moved to Kindred
Rehab Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center
Blvd, Clear Lake. Still has a feeding tube but
all other devices and IV’s are off, looking
forward to better health and restoration.
Keep John and Linda in your prayers.
Sue Turbeville: (10-15-16 nf) Sue was
released from the hospital yesterday,
10-14-16 and is now at home recovering
with home health care coming to their
apartment during the weeks ahead. Sue
and Forrest are still waiting for renovations
to their home that was flooded earlier in
the summer. Keep Sue and Forrest in your
daily prayers.
Jerry Carpenter: (10-15-16 nf) We visited
with Jerry last evening by phone and
he states that he was diagnosed with
inoperable cancer in both lungs recently.
Due to other medical issues, chemo
cannot be used so they will use pinpoint
radiation therapy as his only option. Jerry’s
eye sight is also very limited. Lift up your
prayers for Jerry.
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Sue Turbeville: 10-23-16 nf) Forrest called
to report that Sue was again admitted
to Willowbrook Methodist with low blood
count. She is still losing blood and tests are
being run to find the source. She is weak
and unable to walk without assistance.
Keep Sue and Forrest in your daily prayers.
Al Blair: (10-23-16 nf) Sue Gaines visited
with Al on Friday at the Garden Terrace
Rehab center recovering from surgery
on both legs to improve blood flow. He is
doing well and hopes to go home next
weekend. Keep Al in your daily prayers.
(10-20-16) rh - I received a call from
Robert Crane advising that he had just
learned that Al has been in Methodist
Hospital for a few weeks. He stated
he talked to Al’s daughter and he was
having circulation problems in his legs.
He has now been moved to Garden
Terrace Rehabilitation Center, located
at 7887 Cambridge, near the Medical
Center.
Al’s phone number is 281-468-6046.
Please keep Al in your prayers.

Fred Loofs: (10-24-16 nf) John Loofs writes
that Fred woke up this morning and
recognized everyone with him and is able
to speak, but having some memory issues.
They still don’t know what brought this on
or the underlying causes. Will continue to
update and thanks to all for your prayers.
(10-23-16 nf) J.B. Haney has received
information that Fred is in a hospital in
Kansas after having several seizures. We
are attempting to get more info and will
post it when available. Keep Fred in your
prayers.
Sue Turbeville: (11-4-16 nf) Sue was
released from the hospital and moved to
the Grace Rehab Center at Northpointe,
11830 Northpoint, 281-205-2400. We visited
with her on Thursday and she seems to be
doing better, gaining some strength with
more extended therapy. Please keep Sue
in your prayers.
Al Blair: (11-4-16) We visited with Al
by phone today and he seems to be
improving. He said it has been an uphill
battle but he feels stronger and steadily
getting better. He appears to have a
positive attitude and sounded like the Al
we all know. He invites our prayers for a
strong recovery.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTHS OF
OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 2016
JERRY W. LINEBERRY (MEMBER)
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2016
RUBEN DAVIS PASSED AWAY ON
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016
DONNA J. PECK PASSED AWAY
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016

ON

GEORGE SANDERS PASSED AWAY ON
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2016
FREDERICK CARROLL PASSED AWAY ON
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2016

YOUR FATHER KNOWS WHAT YOU NEED
BEFORE YOU ASK HIM – Matthew 6:8 niv
THERE ISN’T A CERTAIN TIME WE SHOULD
SET ASIDE TO TALK WITH GOD – GOD IS
PART OF OUR EVERY WAKING MOMENT …
marva Collins
EVERY DAY HOLDS THE POSSIBILITY OF A
MIRACLE…anom

PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters,
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Our Committee Members are:
Forest Turbeville		 281.356.8800

Ron Headley

Nelson Foehner		

281.351.4669

Doug Bostock		

Ray Smith 			

281.731.1588

		713.253.5749
281.890.7610
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WE REMEMBER

IN MEMORIUM
WITH PRIDE

DECEMBER

JANUARY

1, 2001		
1, 2006		
4, 1985		
4, 2005		
5, 2005		
6, 2005		
7, 2003		
9, 1999		

Ronald R. Acton
Jerry W. Ellis
Eddie E. Tessier
Roy A. Drude
Phil Graveline
J.R. Smith
Wayne C. Williams
James D. Evans

30, 2007
27, 1993
26, 2006
23, 2006
9, 2005		
7, 2005		
28, 2005
26, 2004

Douglas Larry Smith
Roy Graves
Howard G. Parrott
Patricia Ann Dickel
E.C. Rogers
Clarence I. Darrow
Ralph Wood Jr.
Truman D. Sheffield

9, 2005		
11, 2003
12, 1991
12, 2002
12, 2003
14, 1998
14, 2003
15, 1995
15, 2002
16, 2001
16, 2007		
18, 2003
19, 2001
19, 2002
20, 2000
21, 2001
22, 1983
23, 1998
23, 2001
23, 2004
24, 2001
24, 2002
24, 2006
25, 1989
25, 2004
27, 2005
27, 2012
28, 1998
28, 1989
30, 2002
31, 2001
31, 2003
31, 2006

A.L. Swearingen
Donald G. Easterling
Paul Hensley
James H. Jones
Norman V. Marriott
R.A. Jackson
Joyce M. Yanchak
O.V. Fulbright
Robert J. Hadaway
Martin “Luke” Fowler
Jack Pharries
Fay Kostakis Weimmer
Michael J. Bellipanni
Richard J. Weimmer
James E. Gunn
Harry Brien
George P. Wondrak III
Earl Leon Williams
Billy Wayne Laha
Mary Ann Moore
Reba L. Binford
Charles “Don” O’dell
Bobby L. Jancik
Chief Herman B. Short
Norman C. Pool Jr.
Leroy N. Zoch
Justine Neal
Irvin E. McComas
Herman B. Short
Alice Lopez Ontiveros
Walter Forrest Nall
James M. Bullard
Billy M. Ledsinger

19, 2004
9, 2003		
8, 2003		
2, 2003		
20, 2002
13, 2002
7, 2002		
6, 2002		
5, 2002		
5, 2002		
4, 2001		
15, 2001
25, 2001
22, 2001
22, 2001
14, 1998
5, 1998		
3, 1994		
26, 1993
19, 1993
2, 1987		

Louise Moerbe
Vance Tompkins
David Smith
Willie M. Johnson
Bobbie Rae Gordy
George D. Shelton
Iris C. Gilbert
Glenn Earl Abbitt
Paul W. Bonds
George A. Olin
Bruce C. Williams
Fred E. Langhorne
Oscar H. McKissack
Glen Ray Goodnight
Clyde O. Buckner
Tim A. Furlow
Bobby W. Edwards
Billy D. Fariss
Charles R. Holmes
W.W. Stephenson
Charles C. Correll

MEASURING FINANCIAL

STRENGTH

There are several factors that measure successful financial strength
and, Houston Police FCU has all of them. With over $611 million in
assets and 25,000 member strong, we are a major financial institution offering one of the most attractive service packages available.
Here are some of the awards we received in 2015:
• Top 200 Healthiest Credit Unions Award
-Deposits Online, LLC

• Largest Houston-Area Credit Union Ranked by Total Assets as of
June 30, 2015
-Houston Business Journal

• Top 10 Local Bank and Credit Union Savings Rates Ranked by
Primary Share Savings Account Rate
-GOBankingRates

Our success is due to our member support and our philosophy of
“people helping people”. Thank you, our members, for making us
one of the strongest financial institutions in the area.

Check to see if you or a family member is eligible for
membership at hpfcu.org and join today!

Main Office • 1600 Memorial Drive • Houston, TX 77007
Travis Office • 1200 Travis Street • 20th Floor • Houston, TX 77002
Willowbrook Office • 17314 State Highway 249 • Suite 107 • Houston, TX 77064

713.986.0200 • 800.927.8707
Federally insured by NCUA.

