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From the Entertainment Committee
To our long time members and newer members 
of the HPROA, Happy New Year to all from your 
Entertainment Committee, Rosalie and Matthew 
Potell. We start this new year with good hopes and 
intentions for a better year. This is just a friendly 
reminder that the Houston Reunion is on its way and 
will be here on April 27, 2019. It will be located at the 
Houston Police Academy on Aldine Westfield, from 
10:00 am until 2:00 pm. We are looking forward to 
seeing lots of friends and members at this reunion . 

Just a friendly reminder, if you are cleaning house 
for the upcoming spring, all the working, in good 
shape items, you loved at one time, but are ready 
to replace with new items, please bring them to the 
reunion for the Silent Auction.  Your support of the 
HPROA is greatly appreciated. That’s all for now.  
Wishing all of you good Health. 
 

Matthew and Rosalie Potell
HPROA Entertainment Committee

HPROA Family Assistance 
Committee Bulletin
The FAC recently received, as a donation, a portable desktop 
low vision magnifier unit, primarily used by those afflicted with 
macular degeneration. It allows the person to view  important 
documents, financial records, books and periodicals.  Equipment 
of this type will usually cost over $2000.00 new. This unit is in 
excellent shape.

We also have three (3) electric power mobility chairs, one of 
which has charged batteries, in excellent condition and ready 
to roll. The other two chairs only need new batteries to be ready 
for use.  These units provide physically disabled or handicapped 
the ability to move around on their own inside their home and 
outside to some degree. If you could use one of these, we will 
replace the batteries and bring it to your home.  

We also have a nice gently used lift chair that is ready to be 
delivered to someone who has a need for one.  

Also in inventory is a patient lift which will allow a caregiver the 
ability to lift a patient out of a bed and into a chair/wheelchair 
or other seating or actually move the patient to another room. 
This equipment will allow the caregiver to assist and lift the 
patient with-out the risk of injury to the back, shoulder or neck 
of the caregiver.

This equipment is of no value as it gathers dust in our storage 
facility. If any of the equipment mentioned sounds like it might 
assist you or a member of your family, call any of the below 
listed FAC Committee members and let’s talk about your needs 
and maybe we can lighten your load.

    Nelson Foehner       713-857-2924    
    Ron Headley       713-253-5749   
    Ray Smith          281-731-1588 
    Pat Kainer        281-642-6645        
    Mattie Provost      832-653-4921
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ANTHONY KIVELA

As your new Executive Director, the 
one-word descriptor that came to 
my mind after the Board of Directors 
voted me in, is that I was incredibly 
humbled.   At the same time, I am 
also thrilled and privileged to have 
the opportunity to follow in Bill Elkin’s 
footsteps.  The Board is considering 
some unique ways to honor Bill, so 
stay tuned for more information in 
the near future.  Although Bill and I 
are working closely with each other 
in Austin via his new role as the 
Legislative Chairman and Legislative 
Consultant, I appreciate him stepping 
away from the daily  operations of 
the HPROA and giving me the room 
that I need to be successful, as well 
as ensuring a smooth transition. I must 
also recognize the tremendous effort 
put forth by our Board of Directors 
and Office Manager, Cathy Buckles, 
an amazing group of talented people 
who sincerely care about retirees, 
and who make our association what 
it is today.

What appealed most to me about 
the opportunity of becoming the 
new HPROA Executive Director was 
the opportunity to lead the HPROA, 
an association unparalleled in 
reputation that I consider to be the 
leading police retiree organization 
in Texas, forward by continuing to 
safe-guard our pension and health 
insurance, as well as other benefits 
that will certainly come under attack.   
My first step is to develop a survey for 
the Board of Directors that will allow 
them to individually provide input on 
where they want our organization 
to head, and for them to prioritize a 
number of new projects that we have 
discussed that I will be responsible for 
developing.  The point is that I will not 
be thinking alone, but working with 
an inspiring team.  

I joined the HPROA before I retired, 
and after seeing what this association 
does for its members, I immediately 
knew that it would be a good fit for 
me.  My work with the HPROA has 
been extremely rewarding, and I am 
honored to be trusted with this role.  

Along those lines, I invite and 
encourage any retiree who is bored 
or searching for a purpose, to contact 
me about opportunities to become 
more active within our organization 
that can keep you busy; or conversely, 
involve you just to a minor degree.  

When I gave my first report to the 
Board of Directors in January, we 
discussed getting involved in social 
media.  Yes, it must be carefully 
moderated, but our Retired Badge 
paper is published only once every 
two months, which prevents timely 
dissemination of information. Our 
webmaster sends out regular email 
blasts out each Sunday, and even 
more often if we need to push out 
important information.  Nevertheless, 
we may have a void in being able to 
discuss timely information and obtain 
near-immediate feedback from our 
members.  Perhaps social media 
might address that concern for some 
members – we hope to see.  Contact 
me if you are a social media guru 
and would be interested in serving 
on a committee that will study our 
possible journey into this arena.   And, 
no worries, we are committed to 
continue publishing our paper and 
to continue to send email blasts out 
from our webmaster concerning any 
important information.  For those 
with limited time to volunteer with 
the HPROA, social media may allow 
you to be our eyes, ears, and heart 
in this “retired world” of ours, and 
subsequently, our inspiration.

More information will follow as we 
look into blasting out information on 
Federal Legislation concerning the 
Social Security’s Windfall Elimination 
Provision and the Government 
Pension Offset (the dreaded WEP and 
GPO).  Additionally, we have been 
placed on notice that Houston’s next 
financial challenge looms with the 
$2.2 billion unfunded “Other Post-
Employment Benefits” (OPEB – the 
next trigger phrase) that they are 
committed to reforming in order to 
salvage the city’s credit rating.   More 
information will follow on that topic. 

I am looking forward to a long and 
successful relationship with the HPROA 
board and making a difference to 
the retirees that we serve.  Most of us 
became police officers to reaching 
that specific end: serving, and this 
organization provides a means of 
enabling us to achieve that end.  My 
new email is hproa.exec.dir@att.net, 
and you can additionally connect 
with me on LinkedIn, FaceBook, 
or Twitter (@AnthonyKivela).  I 
encourage you to directly reach out 
to me with any of these connections 
if there is anything that I can do for 
you, if you have any suggestions to 
improve your HPROA, or just to let us 
know how we are doing.

Anthony Kivela
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A Message from Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

All of the HO-HO-HO’S and Happy 
New Years have come and gone. The 
Christmas cards have stopped coming 
and the VISA and MASTERCARD bills 
have started arriving. We wait all year 
for the holidays to arrive and before 
we know it they have come and gone. 
About the time you get a handle on 
your Christmas bills the good old IRS 
sends you their TAX SEASON greetings.

Your HPROA operates within a no-
deficit budget each year as required 
by our by-laws. We finished 2018 
under budget and in good shape. 
At our January 2019 board meeting, 
we approved our operating budget 
for 2019. As I mentioned last year, 
the board jokingly calls our budget 
a “SWAG” budget or a Sophisticated 
Wild Ass Guess budget. We have 
to “guess” at how many members 
will pay their dues each year and 
try to keep our expenses within that 
guess. Almost all of our income is 
derived from the annual membership 
fees our members pay. Paying our 
monthly bills depends on how many 
members renew their memberships 
each month. The membership of the 
HPROA is continuing to grow. 

Stephen Rayne, President HPROA
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During 2018 we added 110 new 
members. However, our total 
membership did not grow by the 
same number because quite a few 
of our current members died during 
2018. A lot of our members sometimes 
forget to send in their membership 
renewals on time and our income 
dips badly. Your timely payment of 
your membership fees will help us 
stay ahead of our expenses. Our 
Membership Committee Chairman, 
Roy McDonald, spends a lot of time on 
the phone and his computer recruiting 
new members and reminding current 
members to renew their memberships 
before and “after” they lapse. Each 
month members are dropped from 
our membership for nonpayment of 
their dues. If they pay later they are 
reinstated to the HPROA. However, 
this removing and reinstating of 
members is a time consuming job for 
our office secretary.

The January Board of Directors 
meeting involved some changes and 
rearranging of directors. This was the 
first board meeting in twenty one 
years that Bill Elkin did not participate 
in as the Executive Director of the 
HPROA. If you have not already heard 
Bill resigned/retired as our Executive 
Director effective December 31, 
2018. He told us about his departure 
at our October meeting. The board 
advertised for applicants and got 
a couple. The Board’s choice was 
one of our current Board members 
,Anthony Kivela.  Anthony resigned 
his board position and accepted the 
appointment as Executive Directors 
during our December meeting.

However we could not let Bill Elkin 
get away. I talked Bill into staying 
active with us as the Chairman of our 
Legislative Committee. With the Texas 
Legislature in session this yea,r we 
needed him in Austin to look out for 
our benefits and he agreed to do it.

This left Anthony’s #7 Board position 
vacant. At the December Board meeting, 
I nominated our current Parliamentarian 
and Membership Committee Chairman 
Roy McDonald to be appointed to 
Anthony’s vacated Board position. The 
board voted unanimously to approve 
this. I then nominated James Bollig, to fill 
the vacant position of Parliamentarian, 
and the board unanimously approved 
his appointment. We are again fully 
staffed and ready for action!!

All of us who continue to carry a firearm 
must qualify every year to keep our 
Federal permit current or every two years 
to keep our state permit current. Starting 
on January 1, 2019 the procedures at 
the HPD Academy range are changing. 
Chief Acevedo is requiring all ACTIVE 
Officers to qualify FOUR (4) times a year 
starting on April 1, 2019. In preparation 
for this BOTH ranges will be closed for 
remodeling and repairs until April 1, 2019. 
When the ranges reopen, RETIREE’S CAN 
ONLY QUALIFY AT 11am   MONDAY – 
FRIDAY AT THE INDOOR RANGE !!!!    Also 
they plan to move the retiree office out 
of the current location over to the Driver 
Training building. Be sure to call the 
range before you go out there to see if 
anything else has changed.

A quick note to our members. As you 
know, your HPROA has a meeting each 
month on the second Thursday of the 
month. During 2018 our monthly meetings 
had an average of 110 members in 
attendance. Our high was 191 in March 
and a low of 88 in November.

Your HPROA is a family of volunteers 
who work to keep our retired police 
family informed and together. We will 
continue to look out for our retirement 
benefits, get needed information out 
to you as quickly as possible and try to 
have some fun while we do it. Come 
join us and get involved.    

Steve
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7 out of 10 – 
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are 
likely to need long term care services. ¹ 

Long Term Care Pays – 
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home, 
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an 
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily 
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available 
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

For Members and Their Families

Address Change
Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in 
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary 
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise 
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve 
you if we know where you are. 

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252. 
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

What would happen to 
your retirement savings 
if you needed long term 
care???

For more information, 
call:
Garland Cole     512.327.3456
M.D. Beale          713.419.7455

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)
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Earlier this day, I was preparing to watch the Texans 
in the game with the Chiefs when I heard that 
familiar sound, sirens.  Naturally, I looked out and 
across the street, saw a ladder truck, an ambulance, 
and a county unit arriving.  On instinct, I went out 
toward my neighbor’s and while doing so, saw 
another neighbor, a Conroe detective, coming my 
way.  We met and approached our neighbor to 
offer any assistance.  We learned that his wife had 
fallen and was having heart issues and was again 
being transferred to the Medical Center.  

This was not her first trip as the ambulance was loaded, 
and all emergency vehicles departed.  The Conroe officer 
and I again offered the neighbor husband our assistance.  

Finally, we said our goodbyes and went our way.  Later 
I thought, I guess it is just natural, we hear the sirens, see 
the emergency vehicles, know there is something out of 
sorts, and we just go.  Isn’t that what we were taught, and 
it became instinct?  You never give it a second thought.  
So in review, I guess it’s the natural thing to do.  I bet you 
do the same.

See you at the next HPROA meeting.

Till next time,
EJ

City of Houston Human Resources
Insurance Department Contact Numbers

HPROA Board Member Steve Toth has provided the below contact numbers for HPROA members who might have questions 
regarding their health insurance.

Contact Phone Numbers for Retirees (Benefits)

A-F  Maribel Gomez   832.393.6101
G-M Alicia Solis    832.393.6102
N-Z Kemp Lenued   832.393.6103
Front Desk:     832.393.6000, Option #4
Email Address: retireebenefits@cityofhouston.gov

Dental through City of Houston 
Dwayne Cook    832.393.6157  

CIGNA at City of Houston

A-F  LaKeith Johnson   832.393.6192
G-L Maria Rodriguez   832.393.6193
M-R Ivan Flake    832.393.6191
S-Z Sylvia M    832.393.6194
MyCigna.com        800.997.1406

Life Insurance at City of Houston
Elizabeth Rodriguez     832.393.6114 

The Natural Thing to Do

RetiRedBadge
THE

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

With Honor We Served . . . With Pride We Remember

See us online at 
www.hpdretired.com
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Ramblings
For those of you who eagerly await 
the arrival of the Retired Badge, 
delivered every two months, you 
may have noticed I like to close 
my notes to you by sending out an 
invitation.  You probably recall I’ll 
write, “see you at the next HPROA 
meeting” or something along those 
lines.  Well, anyway (you might have 
also noticed I use the word “anyway” 
a bunch), Forrest Turbeville told me to 
use that word anytime I was slack on 
something to say or, he said, it is proper 
grammar and commands attention.  I 
always do what Forrest says.  

Anyway, back to the HPROA 
meeting thing.  “What,” the Houston 
Police Retired Officers’ Association; 
“where,” it’s on Whitney, just as 
always right off I-45 and Airline, back 
of the KC Hall, the one that looks like 
an old southern plantation.  So, you 
finally do come at 9:30 a.m. on the 
second Thursday each month, and 
what do you see?  First, you are in 
awe.  You will see some of the finest 
men and women ever to wear the 
HPD uniform.  You will note folks with 
high seniority and huge smiles as they 
greet each other.  Many were street 
partners, others attended the same 
academy class.  Then the folks who 
head up this group show up.

We pray and salute the flag and then 
we get all kinds of good information 
that is of interest to us all.  Forrest 
Turbeville stands and we get a history 
lesson on life.  Then Nelson Foehner 
tells Forrest to sit down and tells us 
about brothers and sisters who really 
need your thoughts, prayers, and 
telephone calls.  Nelson Zoch, who 
runs the paper, the Retired Badge, 
gives a report and asks folks like you 
to submit anything about your time at 
HPD.  He’ll print it.  Bob Barnard reports 
on politics and takes a jab at Foehner 
before Foehner strikes again.  Jim 
Ashby talks trash about computers, 
most of the folks do not understand 
but applaud Jim’s choice of knee-hi 
socks, cool. Anthony Kivela is sharp 
as a tack as he reports on insurance 
and other matters of importance.  
All this time, Bill Elkin, our Executive 
Director, Steve Rayne, our President, 
and Sue Gaines, our Secretary, stand 
by thinking, “Did we sign up for this?” 

Seriously, they are gracious and 
encouraging and do one heck of a job 
for our association as do all our Board 
and volunteers, folks like J. W. Williams, 
John Sweatt, Charlie Brenham, 
Charles Martel, Rose and Matt 
Potell, and sometimes Doug Hudson.  
Roy McDonald, our membership 
chairman, has done a tremendous job 
for our association working to increase 
membership.  Rose and Matt Potell 
(ourVP) always shine as they labor on 
the entertainment committee.  

I know I’ve missed someone, but I can 
tell you this, you are welcome.  Come 
and join us and you will return.  

Oh, before I quit talking, I must 
mention the military side of our 
organization.  Yes, we do have our  
Forrest, for instance, served in several 
branches.  Foehner said none would 
keep him.  We know better.  He knows 
every rock and every island in the 
Pacific.  I believe he helped raise the 
flag on Iwo Jima.  He’s the one half 
hidden in the rear.  Then there’s those 
Marines.  There’s Tall Boy Dickson 
as in Roger Dickson.  There’s M. D. 
Beale, big and mean.  Then comes 
slick John Harlan and ever ready Fred 
Walshburger and others.  The Army 
boys in our group had no chance.  All 
they did was clean up messes made 
by Marines.  The poor ole Navy boys 
had to haul them to another island.  
The Air boys, yeah, we have ‘em, 
they still come in all flashy with caps 
sideways and scarves flying.  I say this 
all in jest as we are so very proud of 
each and every one of our guys and 
gals who served and still serve.  God 
bless them one and all.  See you at 
the next HPROA meeting.

Till next time,
E.J.

Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
Family Assistance Unit:

Senior Police Officers Jennifer Smesny, 713-308-1237 and 
Jorge R. Lucero, 713-308-1240.

If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center, 
713-308-1500.

Burial Fund:

832-969-9099.   Leave message for someone to contact you.
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The Current History of HPD Class #29
HPD Academy Class graduated on 
February 28, 1964.  This was a very 
large class with sixty-two new Officers 
joining the ranks of HPD.

A large number, twenty of them, 
nearly one-third of the graduates, 
left the Department prior to serving 
twenty years.  Those were P.K. 
Lykos, M.H. Knapp Jr., Roy Ybarra, 
J.J. Quibedeaux, Peary Perry, H.A. 
Ogden, B.R. Hunnicutt, D.W. Savell, 
J.H. Shirley, F.M. Crawford Jr., A.C. 
Kaiser, A.W. Sparks, G.C. Franguille Jr., 
C. Logan Jobe, C.R. Coffey, R.A. Bell, 
E.L. Godwin, D.L. Burns, J.P. Lanier, and 
E.W. Koontz. 

Twenty-four class members served 
their twenty years or more and have 
since passed away.  Those are, along 
with their years of service and year 
of death:  Elbert G. Adams, 24, 1992;  
Jerry R. Bench, 20, 2006; Archie R. 
Brown, 20, 1999;  James R. Cones, 31, 
1998; ....

Those that served twenty years or more 
and earned their pension are, with their 
years of service and year of retirement:  
Edgar T. Bice, 40, 2004;  Charles R. Black, 
39, 2003; Charley J. Chenault, 25, 1989;  
Jerry W. Chrisman, 20, 1984;  Joseph W. 
Glezman, 30, 1994;  Bobby J. Haynes, 
22, 1986;  Charles L. Head, 30, 1994;  
Jimmy G. Lunsford, 37, 2001;  Carolyn 
Delores McCafferty, 20, 1984 (Originally 
C.D. Whitaker);  Albert J. Nichols, 37, 
2001;  Jose G. Perez, 24, 1988;  Ronald 
R. Reneau, 31, 1995;  Billy J. Robbins, 21, 
1985;  Ben L. Roberts, 25, 1989;  Jimmie J. 
Schielack, 24, 1988 and  Carl N. Shofner, 
25, 1989. 

As for longevity in this class, Edgar Bice, 
Delvin Kendrick, and V.A. Rodriguez 
served HPD for 40 plus years.  They were 
followed closely by Richard Rucker with 
39 years of service.  
May be Good Lord continue to bless 
these Officers as well as their surviving 
families and loved ones.

Nelson J. Zoch

Alice B. Cook, 21, 1986; Donald L. 
Darling, 20, 1996;  John H. Eaton, 
20, 2017;  Steven E. Ginn, 20, 2013;  
Alfred T. Hermann, 36, 2014;  Delvin 
H. Kendrick, 40, 2017;  Clyde W. 
Meyer, 36, 2014;  John P. Murdock, 
24, 2018;  Robert E. Reames, 27, 1994;  
V.A. Rodriguez, 40, 2008;  Richard C. 
Rucker, 39, 2017;  Douglas L. Singleton, 
21, 1992;  James M. Smith, 25, 2010;  
Leonard M. Stolarski, 31, 2018;  Billy J. 
Todd, 20, 2018;  Eli F. Uresti, 24, 2014;  
Clifton O. Warren, 32, 2001, and 
Wiliam J. Willard, 30, 2013. 

Two were still on active duty at the 
time of their death.  They were Calvin 
Hargis-1977, thirteen years, and Don 
B. Cook, thirty-four years, 1998. 

There were two members of this class 
who are believed to have retired, but 
no HPOPS records were available.  
They were Herb Armand and Richard 
Rogers.  No information is available as 
to their length of service.  

Monthly Reminders
Are you coming off of the city 

insurance, but still on phase down?

-OR-

Are you completely coming off of 
phase down?

Per the Meet & Confer Agreement, 
retirees on Phase Down may be 
eligible to use their accumulated 
time to secure active city insurance 
rates for up to four years if their time 
allows.  After four years, the retiree 
must move to retiree insurance 
rates, even though remaining on 
Phase Down. 

The City does not send out reminders; 
thus, at least one and a half months 
prior to the time your active insurance 
expires, contact the COH-HR (*) to 
complete the necessary paperwork 
for moving your deductions from 
your Phase Down check to a HPOPS 
deduction.  Failure to this can result 
in you losing your Health, Vision, and/
or Dental coverage.  Retirees still 
on active insurance rates who are 
completely ending their Phase Down 
period should do likewise.

*see insert in this paper titled: “City of 
Houston Human Resources Insurance 
Department Contact Numbers”

TMPA Firearms Insurance:

If a member subscribes to the 
optional TMPA Firearms insurance, 
please see the website under the 
“Member Legal Defense” tab for 
important details to know before 
the insurance is needed.

Anthony Kivela
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4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801 
RiverOaksChrysler.com

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.

HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

HELFMAN 
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com

Open Mon - Sat

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com

713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award
2012 • 2013 • 2014

HELFMAN
DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

Call
Alan Helfman

713-533-6100
HelfmanFiat.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN
FIAT

Houston’s #1 
Volume Dealer!

11819 Southwest Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com

Open Mon - Sat

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI FIAT • MASERATI
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Did your financial planner ask to 
see your most recent tax return? 
By integrating financial planning and tax 
preparation, we are in a unique position to weave 
diverse elements of your financial picture into a 
unified, comprehensive plan that can meet your 
long-term goals. 

Securities offered through 1st Global Capital Corp. Member FINRA, SIPC • Investment advisory services offered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc. 
Insurance services offered through 1st Global Insurance Services, Inc. 

(281) 440-6279 
11555 Champion Forest Drive 

Houston, TX 77066 
www.MolenTax.com

UNRAVELING TAX HEADACHES & BUILDING FINANCIAL VISION 

Class #28 Additional Information 
In the last issue of the Retired 
Badge, regarding the history of 
Class #28, an Officer A.W. Peters 
was mentioned that passed 
away on 8/30/1964.  This class 
had graduated only eleven 
months previously and he was 
listed in HPOPS records.

Three Officers who knew and 
worked with him in the short time 
he was with HPD contacted me to 
relay this information:  He worked 
in the Accident Division and was in 
the process of establishing himself 
as an efficient investigator when 
he came down with cancer at a 
very young age.  

He passed away and further 
information was that he was 
interred in a small rural community, 
possibly around Brenham, Texas.

My thanks to E.J. Smith, Max 
Lankford, and Fred Berner.
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HPROA Event Calender:
February, March, & April 2019

Thursday,  February 7, 2019
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, February 14, 2019
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday,  February 14, 2019
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, March 7,  2019
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday,  March 14,  2019
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday,  March 14,  2019
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting 

Thursday, April 4, 2019,
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, April 11, 2019
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, April 11, 2019
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Saturday, April 27, 2019, HPROA HOUSTON REUNION 
AND TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION, 
HPD ACADEMY.  MORE TO FOLLOW.

The Retired Badge February - March 2019 Edition

HPROA New Members: 
December 2018 and January 2019

December:
Berth Massie, Charles Michen, and James Watkins. (3)

Associate member approved:  
Scott Becker, sponsored by Ron Headley, and Jack 
Schumacher, sponsored by Nelson Zoch.

January: 
Michael Berthas, Jay Chase, Jose Melendez, Kim Miller, 
Kenneth Papers, Jerrold Reece, Victor Rodriguez, and 
David Williams.  (8)

Associate member proposed:  Lisa Scholz, sponsored by 
Anthony Kivela.



12 The Retired Badge February - March 2019 Edition

Change is the only thing that doesn’t 
change.  Everything else in the known 
universe [and probably the unknown] 
does.  Some things just change slower 
than others, thank the Lord.

If one isn’t careful it’s very easy to get 
caught in the quagmire of perpetual 
nostalgia.  Like hot sauce – and 
Brylcreem – a little dab’ll do ya.  I 
like the late fall and early winter best 
because the days are short and that’s 
hunting season, though I’ve done 
precious little hunting lately.

The rural Texas landscape in fall and 
winter is still the same as when I was a 
kid and it never fails to conjure up all 
of the happy memories of growing up.  
I have to temper those by reminding 
myself of what life was really like.  
Medicine and dentistry in particular.

There’s something comforting in the 
“sameness” of the winter landscape.  
Some think it’s a bit bleak with the bare 
trees and brown tint of the pastures.  I 
don’t.  I remember all of the times playing 
and later hunting in this landscape.

When I was growing up in the late 
40’s through 60’s my town was a 
small town and while not quite “rural” 
Friendswood was surrounded by 
plenty of wood and pastures.  Then 
NASA happened.  Some change 
happens way too fast.  Urbanization 
is one of them.  Still folks gotta’ live.  
But I’m really tempted to tell them to 
do it somewhere else.

While there have been tons of 
innovation in the hunting and shooting 
arena, it’s comforting to know that the 
ubiquitous .22 rimfire remains pretty 
much exactly as it was developed in 
1857 by Smith and Wesson.  It’s just as 
much fun and just as useful today as it 
was when I was growing up.

Small gauge shotguns are right in there 
with a high fun factor but the modern 
shot shells have changed more than 
the .22 rimfire – well, all ammo has - 
with definitely better components 
and enhanced performance.  While 
a lot of new .22 ammo brands and 
configurations are available today, 
it’s still fundamentally made the same 
way and still the least expensive and 
most pleasant to shoot of all.

I have spent a good deal of time with 
my kids and grandkids at Pearland 
Shooting Club and a couple of 
.22’s.  It’s good inexpensive practice 
[nothing’s cheap anymore] and a 
good way to share quality time.

Some change is only superficial.  That’s 
how marketers justify their existence 
and make a living.  They tell you the 
changes make it better and you can’t 
live without it.  They are lying most of 
the time.

Take those ugly “black” guns for 
instance.  They pretty much work like 
the traditional wood and blue steel 
ones.  They just mostly look different on 
the outside.  Some internal mechanics 
are a little different.  You have the 
same engineering principles working 
those ugly automatics, revolvers, and 
breech loading actions.  

It was over a hundred years ago that 
the last two major improvements 
were made, first in the development 
of a new high pressure “smokeless” 
gunpowder which brought about 
the increased quality and strength of 
the steel used.  Today the non-metal 
parts are tough but they don’t make 
barrels out of them – at least not yet.

That doesn’t make them “bad” guns, 
just ugly – they certainly don’t rust - 
except the barrels.  That’s a big plus in 
a humid environment.  But they ain’t 
that different – just uglier.  That’s one 
change I could do without, too.  

Okay, I’m biased and a hypocrite 
because I have one small “black” 
gun, at least right now, because it’s 
light and doesn’t rust in my sweaty 
pocket or waistband.  I still think 
they’re ugly.  Did I mention that I think 
they’re ugly?  They are UGLY! 

I saw one of the most interesting 
rifles ever when I was attending the 
Texas Masonic Grand Lodge annual 
meeting in Waco this year.  It’s an 
early 1800’s percussion long rifle with 
a long and proven provenance.  It is 
embellished with several hand made 
silver masonic working tools and 
symbols which are inlaid in the curly 
maple stock.  The barrel is labeled 
with silver inlay and engraving.

David Abraham Ragains acquired 
this rifle sometime before the Civil 
War about the same time that S&W 
developed the .22 rimfire.  Probably 
not carried during his service as a 
Captain in the 60th Illinois Infantry it 
was well used during the intervening 
years.  It has been in his family for 
over 150 years.  He was a member 
of Vienna, Illinois, Lodge 150, A. F. & 
A. M.

Over the years, the Ragains family 
moved to Oklahoma staying active 
in Lodges there.  Hard use over the 
years took its toll on this rifle.  The Great 
Oklahoma Land Rush comes to mind 
as a possibility.

It eventually was donated to the 
Grand Lodge of Texas Museum.  Back 
around 2009, when Sam Whitley, PM, 
Frontier Lodge 28, West Columbia, 
Texas, took on the restoration of this 
rifle he didn’t realize that it would be 
a 400 hour jigsaw puzzle project.  

Continues on Page 14

The Shotgun Corner
By M. D. Beale, Jr.
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Violence Towards HPD Officers - 
Through the Years
There have been a number of individual 
years in which it seemed that an 
extraordinary number of events of 
violence were committed against 
the Officers of the Houston Police 
Department.  From 1860 to 2006, 106 
such tragic deaths occurred in the City 
of Houston.  Those were documented in 
the book Fallen Heroes of the Bayou City.  
Since 2006, there have been seven more 
such tragedies resulting in death which 
have yet to be documented in a second 
edition of that publication.  Plans for 
completing this venture are in the works.

Off the top of the head has to be the 
1917 Camp Logan riots in which five HPD 
Officers lost their lives.  Five, what a down 
time that had to have been,, especially 
considering the total number of Officers 
on the force at that time.

Then, there were the numbers of multiple 
deaths in one day in the same incidents.  
Those terrible days began in December, 
1901, when Officers Herman Youngst 
and John James were murdered in the 
same day in old downtown Houston.  Just 
four months prior, Officer Willie Weiss was 
gunned down at the same intersection – 
Congress and San Jacinto, obviously not 
a safe place to be policing in 1901.  Three 
in one year only months apart.  1901 had 
to have been a terrible year for HPD.

1921 – Officers Johnnie Davidson, Jeter 
Young, and David Murdock all lost their 
lives IN THE LINE OF DUTY over a period of 
just four months.

1928 – Officers Carl Green, Paul Whitlock, 
and Albert Worth Davis all lost their lives IN 
THE LINE OF DUTY to gunfire.

1929 – Officers Oscar Hope, Ed Jones, and 
Osborn Thomas lost their lives IN THE LINE 
OF DUTY over a short period of six months.

1930 – Officers Edward Fitzgerald and 
William Bonner Pharis lost their lives 
to gunfire in a battle with a robbery 
suspect.  Officer J. D. Landry was killed in 
a motorcycle accident just four months 
later that same year.

In 1955, Officer Jack Billy Beets and 
his partner, Auxiliary Officer Charles 
Gougenheim both lost their lives to the 
hands of a lone gunman in near Northeast 
Houston.  Auxiliary Officer Frank Kellogg 
was killed later that year.  This was a bad 
year for sure.

Then in 1968, Officer Ben Eddie Gerhart 
was shot and killed during a traffic stop 
near Northwest Mall.  Following that 
tragedy, Officer Bobby James was killed 
in a high-speed chase while pursuing the 
killer of Officer Gerhart.  Another bad 
day, for sure.

In 1975, Officers Johnnie Bamsch, Francis 
Eddie Wright, and Richard Calhoun lost 
their lives IN THE LINE OF DUTY.

The years 1925, 1927, 1954, 1959, 1963, 
1965, 1967, 1972, 1973, 1976, 1988, 1989, 
1990, 1994, and 2001 were years in 
which two HPD Officers lost their lives in 
separate incidents.

If all of these tragic days were not enough, 
we turn our attention to 1982.  In one 
day, March 29, 1982, Motorcycle Officers 
Winston Rawlins and William DeLeon both 
lost their lives on Houston freeways.  They 
were followed by Detective Wayne Shirley 
in April, Officer James Donald Harris in July, 
and then by Officer Kathleen Schaefer in 
August, all to gunshot violence.  More than 
one of us commented at or about that 
time – Please, LORD, let it end.  If that was 
not bad enough, Officer Charlie Coates 
was seriously injured in May of 1982 when 
struck by a vehicle while directing traffic 
around a traffic accident.  He passed 
away from his injuries the following year 
in 1983.  

Basically, six HPD Officers were KILLED 
IN THE LINE OF DUTY in 1982-83.  No one 
could deny that 1982 was a terrible year 
for HPD.

In the era of 1974-1975, exact dates not 
known, four Narcotics Officers were shot and 
seriously wounded on two separate occasions.  
Fortunately, all survived their injuries.

Recently Officer Steven Duffy, the 
current curator of the HPD Museum, 
contacted me regarding the below 
article.  He discovered it while reviewing 
a large amount of newspaper articles 
contributed to the museum by long-
time City of Houston Councilman Frank 
Mancuso.  Officer Duffy shared this with 
me and it is reprinted as below:

Violence Against HPD Officers (1969)
Written in mid-November, 1969

Eight Houston police officers have been 
shot this year.  Of the eight, only one had 
a gun in his hand at the time he was shot.  
And he was one who had just seen the 
gunman fell two brother officers and a 
young woman being held hostage.

The first officer shot this year was 
Patrolman R. E. Luther.  ON FEBRUARY 
14, Luther drove into the parking lot of 
a drive-in restaurant in the 2900 block 
of Dowling Street.  He saw a man in the 
rear of the restaurant exposing himself.  
Luther arrested the man and walked to 
a phone to call for a patrol car to pick 
up the suspect.  A witness heard the 
arrested man tell Luther, “I’m not going to 
jail tonight.”  Then a shot rang out.  Luther 
stumbled to his car.  The man followed.  
Then the man turned and ran as Luther, 
shot in the stomach, collapsed in his car.  
The 38-year-old man who shot Luther was 
arrested later the same night.  He just did 
not want to go to jail.

Continues on Page 14
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From the time he started taking the old 
electrical tape off holding the grip parts 
together all the way through repairing 
and fitting stock parts and chips then 
restoring the beautiful chatoyance of 
the curly maple stock, then cleaning 
and piecing together the action and 
barrel he would have ten work weeks of 
labor invested.

It now rests in the Texas Grand 
Lodge Museum in Waco as an 
example of the gunsmithing skills 
and artistic design of craftsmen 
150 years ago.  It is an elegant rifle.  
It is not an ugly rifle.

As soon as it warms up some I think 
I’m going to go to the range and 
shoot some .22’s since hunting 
season’s almost over.  Stay safe, 
warm and dry and I’ll see you at the 
range and at the monthly meetings. 

Continues on Page 15

Continues from Page 12

Continues from Page 13

ON THE MORNING OF May 3, two 
young robbers held up Laufman’s Food 
Market, 301 W. 11th Street, and escaped 
with several thousand dollars.  That 
afternoon, Robbery Detectives Newton 
B. Rackley and R. B. Schallert received 
information that the two suspects 
were at a house in the 5800 block of 
Lyndhurst.  Rackley and Schallert went 
to the house where they arrested two 
suspects.  Both men were handcuffed 
and put in the car without incident.

While Schallert went in the house to 
search for the money taken in the 
robbery, Rackley sat in the car with the 
two arrested men. The youngest robber 
was in the rear seat, the older one sat 
in the front with Rackley.  According 
to the 20-year-old suspect in the rear 
seat, Rackley and the other man were 
discussing another detective that both 
men knew.  The young robber said the 
next thing he knew, his partner had 
a gun in his hand.  Rackley turned 
toward him and was shot in the face.

The gunman, still handcuffed, jumped 
out of the car and ran.  Rackley got 
his shotgun, opened the door of the 
car, and stepped out.  Blinded by the 
blood in his eye, Rackley fell against 
the police car.  The gunman was 
captured a short time later as he held 
a man and two young girls as hostage.

The bullet that struck Rackley in the face 
lodged in the back of his brain.  He has 
not recovered from the shooting.

PATROLMAN JOE R. PYLE, 24, and his 
partner N. J. Zoch, also 24, were working 
the night shift on June 28.  At about 2 
a.m., the two officers got a call from the 
dispatcher to make a disturbance call.  
As they approached the location of the 
disturbance, a speeding car with only 
one headlight came toward them.  The 
officers stopped the car.  Pyle got out 
of the patrol car and walked up to the 
driver who had gotten out of his car.  The 
passenger in the car also got out and 
started walking around the car.

Pyle asked the driver for his driver’s license.  
Zoch was standing beside his partner.  As 
the passenger came around the car, Zoch 
saw he had a gun in his hand.  Before 
Zoch could draw his gun, the man fired, 
hitting Pyle in the back.  Zoch shot the 
gunman and then the driver of the car 
tried to attack him.  Zoch also shot him.

AT 12:30 A.M. on November 4, Patrolman 
Donald R. Sutton was driving on Luzon 
Street when he met a car with its lights 
on bright.  Sutton blinked his lights several 
times trying to get the other car to dim 
its lights.  The car passed Sutton without 
ever dimming its lights.  The patrolman 
turned his car around and gave chase.  
With his red lights and siren on, Sutton 
pursued the car before it stopped at 
the intersection of Reynolds and Luzon.

Sutton stopped behind the car and got 
out of his patrol car.  As he approached 
the car, the driver stuck a gun out of the 
window and began shooting.  

The 22-year-old patrolman was struck by 
a bullet in each hand.  Then the car sped 
off.  Although he had broken bones in 
each hand, Sutton got back in the patrol 
car and went after the car.

At the intersection of Booth and Gentry, 
two blocks from where the shooting 
incident occurred, the car hit a 
telephone pole.  As Sutton drove up, the 
two men were looking at the damage 
to the car.  When Sutton got out of his 
car, one of the men started shooting at 
him again.  Then both men fled.

The owner of the car was tracked to an 
apartment on Keene Street.  Homicide 
Detectives E. R. Dennis and C. L. Jobe 
went to the apartment the night after 
the shooting looking for the owner of 
the car.  The suspect was not at the 
apartment.  Thirty minutes later, the two 
detectives were told to investigate a 
suicide at the address they had just left.  
In the second floor apartment above 
the one they had searched, Dennis and 
Jobe found the suspect dead with a 
bullet in his head and a gun in his hand.

ABOUT 11 P.M. ON October 16, several 
Vice Squad officers were working in the 
Houston Ship Channel area.  Officers 
George R. Neal, Jerry W. Carpenter, 
and James M. McCoy were walking 
in the 7400 block of Avenue O when a 
car with three women in it drove past 
them into a dead-end street.
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Continues from Page 14

As the three officers approached the 
car, it turned around and came back 
toward them at a high rate of speed.  
The officers yelled for the car to stop.  
The officers realized the car was going 
to run them down and they all jumped 
to the side of the street.  As the car 
drove by the officers, a shot was fired 
from the car.  The car finally came to a 
stop, but Neal, 28, had been shot in the 
chest.  The women were arrested.

LAST WEEK, THREE OFFICERS and a 
young woman were shot in Foley’s 
downtown store as the policemen 
tried to apprehend an ex-convict who 
was holding the woman hostage after 
a jewelry store robbery.  Before the 
shooting started in Foley’s, Detective C. K. 
Waycott tried to overpower the gunman 
in order to avoid any shots being fired in 
the crowded store.  But the gunman shot 
Waycott and the 20-year-old woman 
hostage.  Waycott’s partner, Detective 
Allen Rockwell shot the gunman.

As the man fell, he shot Lieutenant Leo 
Michna, who had given the ex-convict 
his own gun when the man threatened 
to shoot another hostage during the 
robbery.  The man then shot Patrolman 
R.E. Carver, the only officer to have a gun 
in his hand when he was shot.  Though 
the motive here was obvious, in many 
cases, no one seems o know why a man 
will start shooting at a police officer.

Many times, the worst that could happen to 
the gunman would be a $10.00 ticket. One 
veteran police lieutenant said, “Five years 
ago, it was almost unheard of for a person 
to shoot at a police officer.  Now it has 
become commonplace.”  End of article!

Following the above article appearing 
in a local newspaper, two more HPD 
Officers were shot in the month of 
November, 1969.  Homicide Detective 
Jimmy L. Marquis was working an extra 
job at a liquor store at 4818 Laura Koppe 
Drive in northeast Houston.  Marquis was 
shot while interrupting an armed robbery.  
Marquis shot both hijackers, killing one.

If all of the above occurring in 1969, on 
the Tuesday night before Thanksgiving it 
got worse, much worse.  North Shepherd 
night shift Patrol Officers Raymond 
Dietrich and his partner, Kenneth 
Wayne Moody, received a burglar 
alarm call to the Hamilton Junior High 
School at Heights Boulevard and 20th 
Street.  Officer Moody was shot and 
killed during that investigation.

Well, as it is sometime said, the “jury is still 
out as to what year or era was the most 
dangerous time for Officers in HPD history.” 

As to the injuries received by the 
nine other Officers, Joe Pyle left HPD 
some years later and had a successful 
career with the Harris County Sheriffs 
Department.  Officer Luther, Officer 
Carver, Detective Waycott, Lieutenant 
Michna, Officer (later Detective) George 
Neal, Detective Marquis, Detective 
Rackley and Officer Sutton all thankfully 
recovered from their wounds even 
though Rackley had serious problems 
from his injuries for the rest of his life.

The following article was also included 
from Officer Duffy.  It appears to be an 
editors opinion piece written after the 
Murder of Officer Kenneth Moody:

OFFICER MOODY DIED FOR HOUSTON

Law-abiding Houstonians are shocked by 
the fatal shooting of a Houston policeman 
and the serious wounding of another 
within the short space of a few hours 
Tuesday night.  Ten Houston policemen 
have been shot in the line of duty this 
year.  Six of these have occurred since 
Nov. 4.  The death of Patrolman Kenneth 
Moody was the first fatality, but obviously 
the violence against law-enforcement 
officers has reached crisis proportions.

The act of robbery or burglary itself is a 
crime against society.  It defies orderly 
concepts and the respect for property, 
on which all societies must be based.

But the shooting of a policeman is 
incalculably worse.  A policeman is 
the guardian of our laws, our property, 
and our lives.  He is our protector.  And 
an attack on him is one of the most 
heinous crimes because it is intended 
to destroy the men who watch while 
the rest of us sleep.

Patrolman Moody died bravely in 
the line of duty.  His dedication to 
his job and his courage in the face 
of danger deserves the respect of 
all Houstonians.

Every society must have men who 
will see that its laws are obeyed.  
Patrolman Moody was carrying out 
this important task when he died.  He 
was standing guard for the rest of us, 
trying to make Houston a safer place.

We grieve his death and we extend 
our sympathy to his family and to 
his fellow officers.  But tonight and 
every night, other policemen will be 
on the job, facing the same dangers 
Patrolman Moody faced.  For this, 
they deserve our assistance, our 
respect, and our thanks.

We, as law enforcement Officers, 
active and retired, totally agree.

Nelson J. Zoch
January 10, 2019
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

(713) 628-6086

MARCH
1, 1986 Ken and Reidun Hilleman
5, 1943 Clarence Hightower
6, 1936 Delia Delano
6, 1945 Nelson J. Zoch
4, 1938 Willian Sanders
7,  James O. (J.O.) Parker
11, 1943 Charles Niemeier
12, 1993 Bobbie Gene and Carmen Lott
17, 1948 Terri Grossman
20, 1952 R. Hal and Jimmy Watson
21, 1934 Nelson Foehner
27, 1965 Carolyn and Ken Maniscalco

1, 1946 Jack Grossman
5, 1999 Allen and Mary Lou Tharling
6, 1945 Ken Maniscalco
7, 1949 Kathryn L. (Lavonda) Panzer
7, 1970 Terri and Jack Grossman
8, 1949 Bill and Marie Fish
12, 1950 Eddie Pat Aldridge
12, 1965 Doug and Maudie Hamilton
17. 1973 Barbara and Don Cotten
20, 1962 Jeanet and Clarence Pietsch
21  Dorothy Ashby
21, 1975 Linda and Bill Morgan
23. 1991 Patsy and Ed Whitehead
24  Ruth Massey
28, 1953 Mary Sue Zoch
29  Jean Edwards
31, 1945 Roy Shepherd

FEBRUARY



Star * Dot * Star Computer Consulting
(In business since 1992)

Computer Repairs, Malware and Virus removal
Networking and Printer install, Data Recovery and more!

Ed Cuccia
713.974.0074

edcuccia@star-dot-star.biz
www.star-dot-star.biz

HPD RETIRED Class of 78       Don’t trust your computer to a stranger!
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Membership Application and Benefits 
information on page 25

Mobile Cop Shop

MOBILE COP SHOP
SINCE 1990

SUPPLIES FOR THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

mobilecopshop.com - for schedule

SPRING, TEXAS
(281) 353-5329

J.R. KNOTT
MOBILE (713) 822-8160

Law Enforcement prices on 
Smith & Wesson and Sig Sauer

Duplicate badges -- 
full or wallet size
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During the holidays, I did a lot of 
reflecting on things in my life that I was 
thankful for. My career in the Houston 
Police Department (Department) was 
near the top of that list, just behind 
family. Although the members of the 
Department became my second 
family, my real family always took 
precedence. During my career, I was 
fortunate to have worked for some 
outstanding supervisors, who helped 
shape my career. As I think about 
these supervisors, there are way too 
many who fit in the above category 
to name them all, but I feel compelled 
to name a few.

After completing the Houston Police 
Academy, I was assigned to the Radio 
Patrol Bureau working the evening 
shift. As a patrolman, I worked for some 
of the very best first line supervisors. 
They held the rank of sergeant, 
but at the time they were more like 
Gods because they were given the 
authority to discipline. If you bucked 
their authority or screwed up, they 
could transfer you to an undesirable 
assignment. While on evening shift, 
some of the outstanding sergeants 
I worked for were Henry Presley, R.E. 
Dickel, O. V. Fulbright, J.J. Johnson, 
W.T. Bolin, C.M.Simmons, William “Bill” 
Gaines and R.B. Mize. 

Each of these amazing men earned 
my utmost respect. 

Before promoting to the rank of 
detective, my assignment to the 
day shift exposed me to some really 
seasoned supervisors. They were true 
leaders and allowed their troops to 
do what was necessary and they 
appreciated good work. Some of 
the sergeants I remember are Reno 
Kirby, Charlie Munroe, J.N. “Snuffy” 
Smith, W.W. Adams, H.L. Stephens 
and G.R. Goodnight. Because I was 
young, with only with only three 
years’ experience, my first day on 
dayshift started with a stern lecture. 
My sergeant let me know, in no 
uncertain terms, he had not hired on 
to be a baby sitter and didn’t need 
to be called every time I made an 
arrest or had a problem. At the time, I 
felt he was resentful because I was so 
young and had so little experience. 
His lecture caused me to work hard 
to show him I had good judgment 
and knew what I was doing. Later 
he told me how he appreciated my 
work ethic and assigned me a brand 
new air-conditioned 69 Ford, as my 
regular shop. He made it a point to let 
everyone know he was rewarding me 
for doing a good job. Continues on Page 19

When thinking about these sergeants, 
I recall several times where they 
were down in the trenches with 
their troops. One of the events that 
comes to mind occurred when we 
were bused into Emancipation Park 
to resolve a conflict.

During adversarial times, you 
recognize the true leaders. Howard 
Schultz once said, “In times of adversity 
and change, we really discover who 
we are and what we’re made of.”. 
In Houston during the 70’s, militant 
leaders were encouraging society 
to become more confrontational 
toward the police. On July 17, 1970, 
Carl Hampton was out in front of the 
Peoples Party II Headquarters at 2828 
Dowling with a military 1911 pistol in a 
tankers holster. Hampton confronted 
police officers Ray Cantwell and J.R. 
Davis when they stopped to remove a 
child out of the street, who was selling 
Forward Times Newspaper. There 
was a large crowd of blacks carrying 
weapons milling around in the area 
and things got very tense.
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President Alan Helfman

Call President Alan Helfman

Chrysler • Jeep • Dodge • Ram

After putting out an assist-the-officer 
call, several officers and supervisors 
arrived. Officers M.D. Beale and 
Wayne Jones were two of the 
first officers on the scene and the 
confrontation between the police 
and militants lasted for almost an 
hour. During this standoff, no shots 
were fired, and the police withdrew 
without making any arrests.

Ovide Duncantell was on the scene 
of the confrontation and he later 
told City Council they were now in 
charge of the area around the 2800 
block of Dowling. He went on to 
say, “policemen entering that area 
would be shot”. When Herman Short, 
chief of police, was asked about 
the situation on Dowling, he told the 
public there are approximately 1800 
police officers who are responsible 
for policing about 600 square miles of 
the City of Houston. Chief Short said, 
“There’s no place in Houston that the 
police cannot and will not go”.

On July 27, 1970, in defiance of the 
police, about 200 militants gathered 
in and around the Peoples Party 
II headquarters. Many of these 
militants were armed with guns and 
they started stopping cars soliciting 
donations for their cause.

Several squads of police officers were 
assembled, under the leadership 
of Inspector Wallace L. Williams, 
and each squad was assigned a 
sergeant. I was assigned to Sergeant 
J.N. “Snuffy” Smith’s squad.

Continues from Page 18
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As the Department was preparing 
to deal with the problem, around 
6:00 p.m., police officers M.D. Beale 
and Phil Sybert were confronted by 
two youths at Saint John’s loading 
docks on the street behind Peoples 
Party II headquarters. The 19-year-
old male pointed a pistol at Officers 
Beale and Sybert and then fled into 
Saint John Baptist Church. Three 
men inside the church disarmed this 
suspect and turned him over to the 
police officers. The second 15-year-
old suspect was carrying a shotgun 
and he surrendered. After the arrest 
of these two suspects, the police 
squads were bused into the area 
with the orders of restoring order in 
and around 2800 Dowling.

As police arrived, shots rang out 
and the crowd started disbursing. 
Criminal Intelligence Division 
Officers Bobby Blaylock and J. O. 
Norris had been stationed on top 
of the 3-story church to observe 
the militants’ activities. According 
to police reports, Carl Hampton, 
leader of the Peoples Party II, and 
Roy B. Haile Jr. a member of the 
Students for a Democratic Society 
observed the officers on top of the 
church sometime around 10:00 p.m. 
and started shooting at the police 
officers from the sidewalk. During 
the exchange of gunfire, Hampton 
and Haile were wounded. Hampton 
died in the hospital from his wound 
to the stomach area. Activists 
Johnny Coward, Fred Sparkman 
and Gregory Clarke were also 
wounded during the exchange of 
gunfire. Unlike the first confrontation, 
the police made numerous arrests 
seizing several firearms, and a 
quantity of ammunition.

In my formative years, Inspector 
Wallace Williams was over Patrol and 
I noticed he led by example. During 
the Texas Southern University Riots of 
1967, he was right on the front line 
with his troops.

No police officers were injured and by 3:00 
a.m., the Peoples Party II headquarters 
was secure.

The search warrant was drafted 
after Burglary and Theft Detective 
Richard “Dickey” A. Blevins, received 
information regarding a gun taken in 
a residential burglary being inside the 
fortified headquarters. The stolen rifle 
was recovered along with seven (7) 
other guns and a stash of ammunition. 
Another gun seized during the 
execution of the search warrant was 
later identified as coming from a 
second burglary. 

After Inspector Williams broke down 
the door, he along with Criminal 
Intelligence Officers Albert “Al” L. 
Blair and Charles F. Howard made 
entry. As they entered, a shot rang 
out from inside. The shot was fired as 
the occupants ran up the stairs. The 
bullet lodged in the door frame and 
the gun was thrown to the floor. I was 
close behind the first officers making 
entry, and I recovered the pistol that 
fired the shot at Officer Howard. 

I kept custody of this gun and took 
the suspects to jail and the police 
lab, where Robert “Bob” H. Warkentin 
performed the trace medal detection 
test on the hands of the suspects. 
Under ultraviolet light we could see 
the pattern of the gun on this suspect’s 
hand. There are so many other 
stories that come to mind regarding 
Inspector Williams. I had been on the 
scene of three stressful encounters 
with Inspector Williams and his actions 
inspired me. Seeing someone of his 
rank out with the troops made me to 
be proud to be under his command.

On December 27, 1966, my class 
started their training at the Houston 
Police Academy. David Massey was 
one of my classmates and I was 
fortunate to meet his father, Lieutenant 
Chester Massey. During the following 
years, Lieutenant Massey became 
my mentor in the Houston Police 
Department.

Continues on Page 21
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In my formative years, Inspector 
Wallace Williams was over Patrol and 
I noticed he led by example. During 
the Texas Southern University Riots 
of 1967, he was right on the front 
line with his troops. I would have the 
opportunity to witness his leadership 
qualities on several occasions. When 
Duncantell issued his ultimatum to 
the City Council, Inspector Williams 
was instrumental in the planning and 
execution of the raid on the Peoples 
Party II headquarters and fortunately 
no police officer was injured.  

Again, on June 8, 1971, Inspector 
Williams was on the scene during 
the execution of the search warrant 
on the People’s Party Headquarters, 
which had moved to 2720 Dowling, 
Inspector Williams was right up front, 
and actually kicked in the door after 
the residents refused our entry.
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When Chester talked about some of 
the major cases he worked during 
his career, it made me want to do 
the same. At the time, Chester was 
a lieutenant in the Robbery Division 
(Robbery), and he worked for Captain 
B. K. Johnson. Making detective rank 
became one of my first goals and I 
hoped to eventually work in Robbery 
with Captain Johnson and Lieutenant 
Massey. Working in Patrol provided 
me the opportunity to pursue suspects 
who were committing armed 
robberies and I apprehended quite 
a few, which caught the attention of 
Captain Johnson.

Insurance Contact Information
RETIREE RESOURCES - Main Number
832.393.6000 Option #2
retireebenefits@Houstontx.gov

CIGNA
832.393.6191  (local)  
832.393.6192
832.393.6193
800.997.1406 (national)
www.cigna.com
www.mycigna.com
  

DELTA DENTAL
832.393.6157
For contacting and searching for a dentist
DHMO   844.282.7637
DPPO   855.242.1549
deltadentalins.com/
cityofhoustonbenefits.org 

LIFE INSURANCE (through City of Houston)
832.393.6000

On April 18, 1972, I took the detective 
exam and placed sixth on the list. On 
July 24, 1972, I was promoted to the 
rank of detective. The opening was 
in the Burglary and Theft Division, but 
Captain Johnson made a trade to 
allow me to come to Robbery. Also 
promoted on that day was Sergeant 
Frank Yorek, an officer I rode with 
on evening shift at North Shepherd 
Substation. Frank would go on and 
distinguish himself by becoming an 
assistant chief in the Department. As 
for me, I had achieved my dream 
assignment and would remain in 
investigations for my entire career.

During my career in Robbery, I 
worked on many major investigations 
and worked for some of the best 
supervisors. Looking back at my entire 
career, I must say, I enjoyed working 
for each and every one of my 
supervisors and they each played a 
role in shaping my career. In 1975, Sam 
Nuchia and I arrested a corrupt judge 
for bribery. Judge Garth Bates, of the 
174th District Court of Harris County, 
accepted a bribe to assure leniency 
of a defendant we had charged in a 
robbery investigation. 

Carol S. Vance, in his book Boomtown 
DA said this about corruption; 
“Nothing brings a nation to its knees 
faster than corruption, whether it is 
in business, law enforcement, or the 
judiciary.”  - pg. 193.  

Because of this investigation Harris 
County District Attorney Carol Vance 
asked Chief Pappy Bond if he would 
assign two Houston police detectives 
to the Special Crimes Bureau to 
work on major investigations in Harris 
County. Carol and the chief felt it 
important for the two detectives to 
have a limited chain of command 
and the two detectives would only 
report to two supervisors, Captain 
William T. Higgins, Criminal Intelligence 
Division (CID), and Assistant District 
Attorney Johnny Holmes Jr., Chief of 
the Special Crimes Bureau (Special 
Crimes). Captain Higgins reported 
directly to Chief Bonds and Johnny 
reported directly to Carol Vance. I 
was very fortunate to be chosen for 
this assignment, which I would work for 
almost ten (10) years. Captain Higgins 
was a great supervisor who gave me 
the latitude and the support to handle 
some very sensitive investigations. 

Continues on Page 22

Due to the lack of personnel and others on leave, just leave your information on the voice 
mail.  It may take a few days for a representative to return your call.    
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The other detective selected for this 
assignment was Jerry Carpenter, who 
was my partner for six (6) years. Together, 
Jerry and I played a key role in bringing 
to justice Charles V. Harrelson for the 
assassination of Federal Judge John H. 
Wood in San Antonio, Texas. The Federal 
Bureau of Investigations (FBI) called the 
murder of Judge Wood, “the crime of the 
century”. 

During my assignment in Special Crimes, 
I learned so much about investigations 
and the politics involved in Harris County 
and the State.

After my promotion to the rank of 
lieutenant, I worked for Captain Jack 
Fulbright and was in charge of the Fence 
Detail. Jack and I promoted to the rank 
of detective off the same list and I had 
worked closely with Jack on the Don 
Fantish case, which involved a triple 
murder and the arrest of four murderers. 
While under Jack’s leadership the Fence 
Detail received a “Chief of Police Unit 
Accommodation” for outstanding 
achievement. During 1986, the men 
working in this detail arrested 68 felony 
offenders and filed 157 felony charges. 
Property valued at over 3.3 million dollars 
was seized and property valued at 1.3 
million dollars was identified and returned 
to the rightful owners.

Captain Art Contreras replaced Captain 
Fulbright after his promotion to deputy 
chief. Captain Contreras was instrumental 
in establishing the “Targeted Offenders 
Program”, a very successful unit that 
targeted for arrest and prosecution 
recidivist offenders. Studies had shown 
recidivist offenders were a small proportion 
of criminals, yet responsible for over 85% of 
reported Part I crimes. A major impact on 
crime would occur if these few offenders 
were identified, given special prosecution 
and taken off the streets. Johnny Holmes 
assigned two (2) of his prosecutors Casey 
O’brien and Mike Anderson to work 
full time in the program and I ended 
up being in charge of the State Grant 
that implemented the program in the 
Houston Police Department. We were 
highly successful and were awarded the 
Governor’s Award for Outstanding Grant.

So not only am I thankful for all the amazing 
supervisors within the Department, I am 
thankful throughout my career to have 
worked with some awesome prosecutors.

Continues from Page 21

Because I was assisting in the investigation, 
the FBI asked me to handle the police 
lineup. The FBI flew in their witnesses from 
San Antonio, Texas. Charles Harrelson 
chose to stand in the number three (3) 
position with four FBI agents and Officer 
John Liles, acting as fill-ins.

During our time together, Jerry and I worked 
so many major investigations. We even 
played a role in the arrest and conviction 
of Texas Supreme Court Justice Donald 
Burt Yarbrough. Working in Special Crimes 
allowed me the opportunity to work many 
high profile investigations. The supervisors 
I reported to during my assignment to 
Special Crimes were Lieutenant Marion 
Reese, who replaced Captain Higgins, 
Lieutenant James “Jim” E. Gunn, who 
replaced Lieutenant Reese and Captain 
Sam Nuchia, when the captain’s position 
was restored to the Criminal Intelligence 
Division. Each were strong leaders and 
outstanding supervisors.

During my ten-year assignment to Special 
Crimes I reported to assistant district 
attorneys Johnny B. Holmes Jr., Henry 
Oncken and Don Stricklin, who reported 
directly to the district attorney. The head 
of Special Crimes was considered as 
the number three (3) man in the district 
attorney’s office. There radio number 
was three (3). Each of the three lawyers 
I worked for in Special Crimes were 
eventually promoted to first assistant. 
While Henry and Don became judges, 
Johnny became the district attorney 
of Harris County during my career. All 
three of these men were great lawyers 
and allowed me to work on many of the 
high-profile cases. 

Continues on Page 23
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In August of 1992, during the Republican 
National Convention, Johnny Holmes rode 
with me as I supervised the undercover 
officers who had infiltrated the disruptive 
crowds. He wanted to be present 
to advise the police if they had any 
questions. Johnny Holmes is the reason I 
decided to become a lawyer and why 
I left the Department and went to the 
District Attorney’s Office in May of 1999.

When I took over the supervision 
of Forgery, each investigator had 
so many investigations assigned to 
them, it was impossible to spend any 
time investigating any case. Captain 
Kendrick was patient with me as I 
worked to try and fix this problem. I am 
not only thankful to have worked for 
Captain Kendrick, the experience in 
Forgery helped me tremendously in my 
Law School class, Secured Transactions. 

As I reminisce about all the supervisors 
I had during my career, I am truly 
thankful for each and every one of 
them. Hopefully you have enjoyed my 
trip down memory lane and hopefully 
it has caused you to reminisce about 
some supervisors you worked for. 
Again, I thank each of you for being 
my second family. 

Captain Bobby Adams was always 
someone I looked up to and admired. 
While I was assigned to the Major 
Offenders Division, I had the privilege of 
working for him after Captain Contreras. 
Captain Adams during his career may 
have been one of the most respected 
captains of the Department. Under 
his command, Homicide Division grew 
and was recognized as one of the best 
homicide divisions in the nation. I am 
truly thankful for knowing and working 
with Captain Bobby Adams.

My final assignment, before retiring, 
was in the Forgery Detail (Forgery), 
working for Captain Delvin Kendrick, 
a friend I had worked with in the 
Robbery Division when we were 
both detectives. Captain Kendrick 
gave me the support needed to 
increase the size of Forgery, which 
was grossly understaffed. 

Continues from Page 22

By Nelson Zoch

Low-life Buntion Family Produces Death
In HPD Family – Officer James B. Irby 

June 27, 1990

Throughout history there have been 
many examples of good families of 
people doing honest, honorable jobs 
not only for their loved ones but also their 
fellow man. Unfortunately, on the other 
end of the spectrum can be found the 
exact opposite – families with reputations 
for doing nothing positive; they actually 
spend their lives working in direct conflict 
with society’s collective value system.

One such example in the history of the 
Houston Police Department came directly 
to light in 1967 when Officer Louis Lyndon 
Sander unknowingly stopped a wanted 
fugitive on a routine traffic violation. 

Sander was shot and killed by Kenneth 
Hinkle, who along with his older brother 
William, had brutally robbed and beaten 
a wealthy couple in Little Rock, Arkansas.

Loaded with their cache of stolen jewelry, 
the Hinkle brothers were in the Houston-
Galveston-Beaumont triangle solely to 
unload their ill-gotten goods when Officer 
Sander stopped Kenneth Hinkle for a 
minor traffic violation. This was on January 
21, 1967, a day when Sander died from a 
single bullet fired from a pistol. Both of the 
Hinkle brothers had been in jail most of 
their adult life prior to this capital murder 
and both later died in prison. Kenneth 
Hinkle, born in 1928, was a willing protégé 
of his older brother William. Their records 
practically paralleled each other and 
Kenneth’s stretched across the South.

Kenneth Hinkle first did time in Fort 
Leavenworth as part of his military service 
in 1951. Three years later he served time 
in Tennessee for assault, burglary and 
carrying a weapon. His behavior “record” 
included an escape charge in Nashville. 
He later went to the pen in Atlanta for 
larceny of an auto in 1959 and basically 
“transferred” to an Ashville prison a year 
later on the same charge. By 1964 he 
“graduated” to federal prison for auto 
theft and interstate transportation of 
a stolen vehicle. Next it was time in the 
federal prison in Tallahassee, Florida. His 
arrest in New Orleans in 1967 was related 
to Officer Sander’s murder.

In comparison to the Hinkle family, Officer 
Sander was the middle of three sons of 
honest, hard-working parents.

Continues on Page 26
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IN MEMORIUM
WE REMEMBER

WITH PRIDE
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FEBRUARY

2, 2007  David Muskiet

2, 2006  Gary L. Leslie

2, 2000  Jimmy Marquis

4, 2006  R.E. Smith

4, 2008  Henry E. Gerhart

4, 2008  Malcolm W. Hicks

4, 2011  William A. Nichols

6. 2005  Timothy Nelson Lucas

6, 2016  James K. Campbell

7, 2009  Ike Shelburne

7, 2018  Richard A. Blevins Sr.

8, 2002  Joe Ray Jeffcoat

8, 2008  Bobby R. Little

8, 2009  Joe B. Davis

9, 2003  Melvin Clemons

9, 2013  Robert Riemenschneider

11, 1996  A.M. Biamonte

11, 2017  Lawrence Trepagnier

12, 2005  Jordan C. Goff Sr.

12, 2016  George L. Machac

13, 2002  August M. Luchak

13, 2001  Clifton O. Warren

13, 2007  James Elmer Harrell

13, 2009  Louis Elliott Sr.

14, 2006  George W. Walker

15, 2007  James E. Harrell

15, 2008  Rene Verot Jr.

16, 1995  Pete Christian Jr.

16, 2000  George H. Bush

16, 2007  Floyd McDonald

16, 2009  Robert F. Foulis Jr.

16, 2010  Danny J. McBee

16, 2016  Ray Collins

17, 2005  Billy Morris Sims

17, 2006  Barbara Dignowity

17, 2015  Edward A. Campbell

18, 2014  Arthur M. Gibson

19, 2003  Michael L. Whitmore

19, 2005  Lawrence Newcomb 

19, 2018  John Henry Cloyes

20, 2012  Larry G. Hooper

20, 2012  William R. Elsbury Sr.

20, 2013  Carroll R. Wagner

21, 2012  Terry Collman 

22, 2004  Benny L. Alcorn

22, 2009  Donald Mason Cook

22, 2014  John W. (Jack) Harris

22, 2015  Gilbert R, Faust

23, 2008  Reid A. Woodruff

24, 2011  Joe L. Oatis

24, 2011  Eugene E. Babb

25, 2000  Wayne Hankins

25, 2004  F.H. Scott

26, 2006  Dalton M. Baskin

26, 2006  Jimmy Cullar

26, 2018  Dean X. Ryan

27, 2009  Frank O’Neil

28, 1998  J.W. Kindred

28, 2003  A.L. (Roy) Cooper

28, 2005  Weldon J. Schultea

MARCH

1, 1983  Nathan G. Brumley

1, 2014  Eli F. Uresti

2, 2007  Charles  McRae

2, 2007  Frankie Sembera

2, 2008  Billy J. Willoughby

3, 2005  Tommy D. Crawford

3, 2008  Charles A. Bullock

4, 1984  C. Kenneth Waycott

4, 2017  Donald I. Baker

5, 2016  Ernest G. Bertram

5, 2016  Richard Delano

6, 1995  C.L. Albertson

7, 2002  Robert J. (Joe) Clark

8, 1992  Frank C. Crittenden

8, 2011  Weldon Markert

8, 2017  Jerry W. Carpenter

9, 1984  R.W. Hope

10, 2004  Cleve Calhoun

11, 2007  Anthony Colca

12, 2008  V.A. Rodriguez

12, 2016  Jerry L. Wright

14, 2009  Billy Guy Ripley

15. 1997  C.B. Terpstra

15, 2017  Charles M. Leonard Jr.

16, 2003  Linwood W. Fowler Jr.

16, 2007  Patrick Wayne McGill

16, 2011  James W. Maddox

16, 2012  Carl Kulhanek Sr.

16, 2016  Roland E. English

16, 2016  Howard M. White

17, 2009  Doyal G. Green

18, 2009  Joe B. Bradley

18, 2011  Herbert Foster

18, 2014  Larry J. Wilrich

18, 2016  Ruby M. Stone

19, 2002  Jean David Davis

19, 2008  John Earl Ruchti

19, 2013  Charles F. Epperson

19, 2005  Bill S. Malinowski

20, 2002  Eddie Hodges

20, 2012  Delma Eugene Lee

22. 2000  John R. McDonald

22, 2008  Gerald L. Burke

22, 2009  Richard A. Rogers

22, 2016  Jerry M. Strait

23, 2009  Robert E.Luther

23, 2011  Claudia Susan White

24, 2003  John W. Biggs

24, 2005  Lynn Higgins

24, 2012  Joe Dan McGill

25, 2004  Frank Cantu

25, 2010  Joseph F. Lanza

25, 2018  Ronald Wizinsky

26, 2001  Edward J. Stringfellow

26, 2001  Vernon Wayne West

26, 2016  Raymond V. Garcia

27, 2009  Chester B. Massey

27, 2017  Ellis J. Freitag

28, 1988  W.M. Friedrich

29, 2003  Emerson E. Romoser

30, 2007  Michael L. Howard

31, 1984  E.R. Goodnight

31, 2017  Kenneth C. Ross 
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The Sanders raised their family in the 
shadows of Reagan High School in 
Houston’s Heights, where they owned 
and operated a mom and pop grocery 
store and hamburger café. Other 
Reagan graduates of the same era share 
the same sentiments about the Sanders 
family, which showed a strong devotion 
to public service. The older son Dennis 
was serving in the United States Army 
when Lyndon was murdered, while the 
youngest son Kenneth also was serving in 
the Houston Police Department.

For whatever reason on this tragic night, 
Evil prevailed over Good for the Walter 
and Sadie Sander family, the citizens of 
Houston, HPD and the law enforcement 
community in general. 

The dichotomy present in the Sander-
Hinkle conflict also existed in the Irby-
Buntion encounter about twenty-three 
years later. And while there is no obvious 
connection between the Hinkles and 
the Buntions – the bad guys – there are 
notable similarities. 

The criminal antics of William and 
Kenneth Hinkle around the states of 
Arkansas and Tennessee reeked havoc 
for distant but promising criminal would-
be playgrounds like Houston. Here were 
two self-proclaimed “tush-hogs” whose 
sole purpose in their stinking lives was to 
live outside of the realm of normal society. 
What brings brothers to this measure of 
success in a life of violence will remain 
forever a mystery to honest, decent 
citizens, especially those involved in day-
to-day law enforcement operations. 

These brothers seemed destined to be 
outlaws, fierce rebels against polite society. 
They could be compared to the Buntion 
family, which in this case consisted of 
three sons raised on Houston’s Northside. 
All three had numerous encounters with 
the law in particular and any authority 
figure in general. Such encounters were 
serious and often violent. 

There were the twins, Kenneth and Carl, 
born in 1943, and Bobby, two years their 
junior. Fortunately for the good of our 
society, law enforcement officers killed 
Kenneth, twenty-seven, in 1971, only 
after numerous skirmishes, including one 
in which bullets Kenneth fired wounded 
HPD officers on the same day.

On the other end of the spectrum there 
was Solo Motorcycle Officer James B. 
Irby, an eighteen-year HPD veteran. His 
honorable service had paralleled that 
of his grandfather, Detective V. V. Irby, 
an HPD retiree. Officer Irby was proud 
to ably wear the badge number that his 
grandfather wore as a patrolman. It was 
Badge No. 189.  

James Bruce Irby was born in Houston on 
May 25, 1953. His got his early education 
at Golfcrest Elementary School, Hartman 
Junior High School and Jones Senior High 
School, from which he graduated in 
1972. He joined HPD as a police trainee 
on November 13, 1972, entering Police 
Cadet Class No. 57. That class graduated 
on March 3, 1973, and he successfully 
completed his probationary period on 
September 15, 1973.  

Officer Irby’s original assignment was to 
the Point Control Division and from there 
he transferred to Radio Patrol Central in 
1975. His excellent work ethic served him 
well when he was accepted into the 
prestigious Solo Motorcycle Detail in 1982.
On Wednesday afternoon, June 27, 1990, 
Carl Wayne Buntion (White Male, 46) had 
been out of prison for just a short time. 
On parole until 2002, Buntion was living 
up to his previous life style. On May 15, 
1990, the Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice paroled Buntion for the ninth time. 
He was given $200 in cash and a new 
set of clothes and ordered to report to 
the Texas House on Beaumont Highway 
in Houston. However, consistent with his 
entire criminal history, Buntion chose not 
to conform to the rules of freedom he had 
been so graciously provided. Thumbing 
his nose at society and its justice system, 
he never reported as ordered.

Six weeks later, he had no job and lived 
off and on with people of his own ilk on 
Bennington Street. He toted a pistol, as 
had been his lifelong habit. Technically, 
by not reporting to the parolee facility, 
he was immediately in direct violation 
of his parole. Additionally, he was in the 
constant company of another ex-con, 
John Earl Killingsworth (White Male, 42).  
Killingsworth, unlike Buntion, did have a 
vehicle – of questionable ownership, of 
course.   

Finally, on June 13, 1990, his non-
appearance was reported to parole 
officials in Huntsville and on June 28, the 
day after a fine HPD officer lost his life, the 
State of Texas issued a “blue warrant” for 
Buntion’s arrest for the parole violation. 
Officers would call this the typical “day-
late-dollar short” effort. 

On this hot, summer afternoon, these two 
fine citizens, Buntion and Killingsworth, 
managed to scrape up enough scrap 
metal to cash it in for eight dollars and 
some change. Even though they already 
had run out of gas once that afternoon, 
they continued to drive aimlessly around 
the north side, drinking beer. With 
Killingsworth driving and Buntion toting 
hardware and therefore truly “riding 
shotgun,” they cruised in search of a 
vulnerable robbery victim.   
 
Officer Irby was on traffic patrol near 
Northline Mall about 8 p.m. when he 
observed an older model Pontiac driving 
north on Airline Drive under the North 
Freeway overpass. When the Pontiac left 
the traffic light, Officer Irby decided to 
stop this vehicle after it spun its tires when 
the light turned green.

Being summertime, it was just nearing 
darkness and Irby observed that the 
Pontiac had several other lighting 
violations. The traffic stop was completed 
when the driver of the Pontiac, 
Killingsworth, pulled into the parking lot 
of the Houston Community College’s 
Northeast College campus near this 
intersection. 

Continues from Page 23
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Killed in the Line of Duty

19, 1921   Johnnie Davidson
24. 1954   Fred Maddox Jr.
23, 1960   Gonzalo Q. Gonzales
18, 1965   Herbert N. Planer
23, 1983   Charles Robert Coates
18, 1988   Andrew Winzer

10, 1860   C. Edward Foley
17, 1882   Richard Snow
15, 1891   James Fenn
14, 1928   Carl Greene
9.   1935   Rempsey Sullivan
24, 1938   Marion E. Palmer
20, 1959   Claude E. Branon
8,   1963   James T. Walker
29, 1982   Winston J. Rawlins
29, 1982   William E. Deleon
7,   2002   Keith A. Dees
26, 2004   Francisco Cantu

February March

Continues from Page 26

Irby was getting off his motorcycle when 
the driver of the Pontiac got out, the two 
meeting at the left rear of the car and just 
in front of the parked motorcycle.

Witnesses said Officer Irby and Killingsworth 
were conversing in a quiet, mild manner 
when Irby noticed the passenger getting 
out of the car. Irby motioned for him to stay 
inside but he refused to do so. Instead, 
he got out, pointed a pistol at the officer 
and fired, striking Irby and knocking him 
to the ground. The shooter, later identified 
as parole violator Carl Wayne Buntion, 
then calmly walked around the Pontiac 
toward the fallen officer and, holding 
the pistol with both hands, fired at least 
two more times, causing Officer Irby to 
suffer deeper gunshot wounds while lying 
helplessly on the pavement.

Northeast Dayshift Patrol Officer Roy 
E. Thompson, working an extra job at 
the nearby Fiesta Food Market, had 
two shoplifters in custody outside the 
store while awaiting the arrival of a 
patrol unit for this “wagon call.” Officer 
Laura Smelley was dispatched to meet 
Thompson and passed Officer Irby while 
en route to the store. Slowing down, she 
later stated that as she looked toward 
Irby he acknowledged her to continue, 
that he needed no help with his traffic 
stop. 

Just as she entered the parking lot of the 
Fiesta, citizens advised her that an officer 
had been shot. 

Hearing people shouting from the 
direction of the solo and fearing that 
the officer was involved, Smelley alertly 
rushed to the scene in her patrol car. 
Officer Thompson also heard the shots 
and the shouting. He immediately 
followed in his personal vehicle. What the 
two officers found was likely something 
that neither will ever be able to erase 
from their memory.

Officer Jim Irby lay mortally wounded, 
shot an untold number of times. A security 
guard was holding a pistol – Officer Irby’s 
– on Killingsworth. Medical assistance 
was summoned and while waiting their 
arrival, Officer Smelley attempted to 
perform mouth-to-mouth resuscitation on 
her wounded fellow officer as an “Assist 
the Officer” was immediately broadcast.

Unlike many shooting scenes, on this 
day there were a number of witnesses 
waiting to tell their story. In a textbook 
version of scene-and-witness protection, 
Officers Smelley and Thompson used their 
training by quartering these eyewitnesses 
inside the nearby Houston Community 
College building to conduct a thorough 
investigation. 

More importantly, medical aid arrived 
and Officer Irby was transported to Ben 
Taub General Hospital. However, he was 
pronounced dead on arrival at 8:32 p.m. 
as the result of four gunshot wounds, one 
of which was to the head from close 
range. Jim Irby was thirty-seven years 
old, a married man and the father of two 
young children.

Buntion fled on foot east on Lyerly Street, 
where he encountered two females 
in a vehicle. Whether he was aware 
of it or not, both had witnessed the 
shooting. He began shooting at them as 
the driver attempted to flee in reverse. 
While both escaped immediate danger, 
they were wounded either by bullets or 
glass fragments. When they successfully 
fled, Buntion continued his escape 
on foot. He ran into a delivery service 
business on Lyerly where he attempted to 
commandeer an employee’s vehicle at 
gunpoint. In doing so, he got the vehicle 
started but was forced to abandon it 
when the engine died on him. He then 
ran inside the business.

His actions caused everyone inside to 
flee from this crazed, armed man. 

Continues on Page 28
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Officer D. G. Kalich, nearby when the 
“Assist the Officer” was broadcast, 
arrived at the shooting scene and saw 
other officers with Irby. He quickly noticed 
citizens pointing east on Lyerly and bravely 
drove to investigate.

A witness pointed out Buntion to Officer 
Kalich as he crouched behind a vehicle. 
At this point, Buntion decided that maybe 
he did not have enough ammunition or 
guts to shoot at an officer who might 
actually be in a position to shoot back. He 
threw his weapon out and gave up, an 
arrest that Officer Kalich will never forget.
Officer James B. Irby was survived by his 
wife Maura and two children, son Cody 
James Irby, just under three years old, 
and daughter Callie Ann Irby, who had 
just turned one year old.

Also mourning his death were his father, 
V. V. Irby Jr., and a brother, Kelly Irby, and 
his paternal grandmother, Mrs. Thelma 
Irby. There also were an uncle, Bill Folsom; 
a great-uncle, Bubba Irby and his wife, 
Madge; his father- and mother-in-law, Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert and Kay Mills; and Maura’s 
two sisters, Mandie and Megan Mills. He 
was preceded in death by his mother, 
Mrs. Thelma Irby, and his grandfather, HPD 
Retired Detective V. V. Irby Sr.

Crespo Funeral Home at 2516 Navigation 
was in charge of funeral arrangements. 
Visitation was held beginning at 9 
a.m. on Friday, June 29, 1990, with a 
vigil conducted at 2 p.m. that same 
day. Funeral services were held at the 
Second Baptist Church, 6400 Woodway, 
on Saturday, June 30, 1990, at 4 p.m. 
Following the church service, one of the 
largest funeral processions in HPD history 
took place to the burial site at Forest Park 
Lawndale Cemetery, 6900 Lawndale.

Homicide Lieutenants Greg T. Neely and 
Bobby J. Beck were on duty when this 
shooting happened. Lieutenant Neely, 
along with Homicide Sergeants A. J. 
Toepoel, John G. Burmester and Fred W. 
Carroll responded to the scene, which 
had been professionally secured by the 
patrol supervisors and officers. 
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Lieutenant Beck manned the Homicide 
command post and assisted from that location 
with any additional manpower or investigation 
that either lieutenant deemed necessary. 

At the time of the original assignments, the 
condition of Officer Irby was uncertain. 
Unfortunately, that changed for the 
worse. Homicide Sergeants Eric Mehl 
and Brad S. Rudolph were assigned to 
conduct the investigation at the hospitals 
where Officer Irby and the two wounded 
civilian witnesses were taken. Upon 
Lieutenant Neely’s arrival, he was met by 
Assistant Chief of Police J. L. Dotson. The 
chief provided Neely an overall briefing 
on the details known at the time, as well 
as the fact that the suspected shooter 
and the driver of the vehicle were both 
in custody. With the principals in custody 
and eyewitnesses abounding, this was 
truly a blessing for a Homicide lieutenant’s 
worst nightmare, a slain officer.

Yet there was a multitude of tasks to 
be performed and, as is the case in 
every homicide, these duties need to 
be completed in an extremely detailed 
manner in order to obtain evidence and 
eyewitness testimony. No stone would 
be left unturned and no item of intricate 
detail would be left undone.

Crime Scene Units Mary E. Lentschke, 
J. L. Kay and G. L. “Stoney” Burke were 
assigned to various segments of the 
scene and hospital inquiries.  With a 
murdered officer, even with the suspects 
and/or witnesses available, a long night 
lay ahead. Additional investigators were 
summoned to assist. All on-duty personnel 
were quickly utilized and Homicide 
Sergeants John R. Swaim, Ken E. Vachris 
and Dennis J. Gafford were called in 
from their residences to assist. On-duty 
Sgt. George Alderette was assigned to 
conduct the crucial interview with John 
Lee Killingsworth, who at this time was not 
suspected of any criminal activity in the 
death of Officer Irby. While his lengthy 
criminal record lessened his credibility as 
an eyewitness, his version of the events 
of this tragic evening was deemed as 
important as if he were a choirboy. 

Sergeant Dennis Gafford was assigned the 
task of interrogating what was believed 
to be the shooter, seven-time Texas ex-
convict Carl Wayne Buntion. The suspect’s 
hands had been bagged and he had 
refused to give officers any information at 
this point. CSU Officer Kay was assigned 
to remove the bags in order to perform 
the necessary tests. Buntion, however, 
in his usual cocky and arrogant manner 
toward law enforcement, did state that 
had he not chosen to surrender, he would 
still be out there “swapping lead.”

After the tests were completed, Gafford 
provided Buntion his statutory warning. 
Being absolutely positive that Buntion 
understood his rights, Gafford proceeded 
in his usual professional manner in this 
crucial interview. After a very short time, 
Buntion said, “I’m the shooter.” From this 
point Buntion spoke freely and matter 
of factly about the murder. Showing no 
remorse whatsoever, he stated that he 
was in fear that Officer Irby was going 
to kill him and that he had decided to 
shoot first. Of course, this was in direct 
conflict with witness versions of the story. 
He continued to exaggerate, stating that 
Irby was a raging man bent on killing both 
him and Killingsworth for spinning his tires. 
As the interview continued, Sergeant 
Gafford condensed Buntion’s oral version 
to writing in the form of a written confession 
– all done with the suspect’s approval.  

The investigation continued after the 
confession and well into the next day. 
Witnesses were shown a live line-up with 
Buntion. Their choices were unanimous: 
Buntion was the individual who murdered 
Officer Jim Irby. An autopsy was performed 
the following day and it determined that 
the officer had received a total of four 
entry gunshot wounds to the back, chest 
and head – several of which would have 
been fatal on their own.

Killingsworth consented to a search of 
his vehicle, which produced a container 
that held traces of heroin. 

Continues on Page 31
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Continues from Page 29
RetiRee Roundup

RETIRED OFFICERS ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE

FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • DOUG BOSTOCK • RAY SMITH

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know 
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might 
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us 
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance. 

NOVEMBER 2018

Lisa Kennedy: (10-31-18rh) We visited with 
Chuck Kennedy regarding how his wife 
Lisa was doing after her treatments for 
cancer.  He said that she completed her 
chemo treatments back in August, is back 
to work, and doing great.  He wanted 
to thank everyone for their prayers and 
support.

Floyd Daigle: (11-3-18 nf) Sue Gaines 
reports that Asst. Chief Daigle was 
diagnosed with cancer of the liver this 
week. He will meet with an oncologist 
next Thursday for treatment plan and 
we will update. Lift up your prayers for 
Chief Daigle and his oncology team. 
Update (11-14-2018 sg) is at home on 
hospice care.  His home number is 281-
487-0681. Please keep Floyd and JoAnn 
in your prayers.  Deputy Chief was the last 
earned position, not an appointed one. 
Update: Chief Daigle passed away on 
November 21, 2018. 

Sue Turbeville: (11-4-18 nf) Sue was 
released from Willowbrook Methodist last 
Wednesday evening and she is now at 
home recovering. She continues to have 
weakness in the legs but is able to walk 
some with the aid of a walker. Continue 
to lift up your prayers for Sue and Forrest.

Mike Gann: (11-5-18 nf) Roy Slay 
reports that Gann underwent the heart 
procedures this morning and all went 
well and he was in recovery. Doctors will 
prescribe a blood thinner and send him 
home this evening. Continue to pray for 
Mike’s full recovery.   

(11-4-18 nf) Mike will undergo two 
heart procedures Monday Morning at 
Memorial Herman, Med Center. One 
procedure is to get his heart in the proper 
rhythm and also repair a valve. Both are 
risky procedure as he has a weak heart . 
Please pray for Mike, his surgeons and for 
a good outcome & recovery.

Harold Krause: (11-4-18 nf) Nelson Zoch 
reports that Harold had severe bile duct 
blockages several weeks ago and has 
had 3 procedures recently to resolve 
the issue. Harold recently moved from 
Cypress to the Giddings area where he 
has had to deal with new doctors. Harold 
continues to have health issues and 
invites the prayers of our members and 
you can give him a call at 979-716-7401 
to cheer him up.

Patricia Buehler (11-7-18): We visited 
with George and he stated that his wife 
Patricia has been dealing with dementia 
for the last few years and her condition 
has worsened.  She has been in and out 
of the hospital and care centers, but 
she still recognizes their daughters and 
him.  He plans on bringing her home at 
the end of the month and caring for 
her there as long as he can.  He may 
be in need of a hospital bed, which the 
HPROA can provide thanks to donations 
from other members and family.  Please 
keep Patricia, George, and their family in 
your prayers.

Amber Harmon (11-7-18 rh): Deana 
Boy reported awesome news today 
regarding Amber. Continues on Page 30

The transplant team is meeting this Friday to 
discuss her eligibility for the liver transplant 
list. Amber has been through a multitude 
of tests and doctor appointments over 
the past month to make it to this point. 
Please continue to pray for her. She is 
doing good and in good spirits!  Please 
keep the faith and continue sending up 
prayers.  Amber is the daughter of Deana 
and step daughter of James Boy and the 
daughter of Don Harmon.

Jerry Novak: (11-8-18 nf) Nelson Zoch 
reports that Jerry is now at home in 
Chappell Hill recovering from a recent 
heart attack. Jerry was diagnosed with 
congestive heart failure, had two stents 
put in and is on a very restrictive diet. 
Keep Jerry in your daily prayers and give 
him a lift by calling him at 832-567-2861.

Jan Rich (11-14-2018 sg) I saw on 
Facebook where Jan Rich fell Saturday 
on their front porch and broke her right 
hip and femur.  Update (11-26-18): Nelson 
Foehner reported that Jan is home, 
recuperating, and doing well considering 
her injury.

Bob Davis (11-14-18 rh):  Ed Aldridge 
reported that he had visited with Bob 
and learned that over the weekend of 
November 3rd, while in Trinity, Texas he 
experienced extreme pain in his sciatic 
nerve and was unable to walk or even sit.
He stated that this pain lasted for a week 
and he is only recently able to get around 
with the assistance of a walker.
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Jerry Novak: (12-18-18 nf) N. Zoch also 
talked to Novak who AFIB’ed last week, 
his heart was not beating correctly 
causing his life vest to go off. Jerry spent 4 
days in the hospital in Tomball but is now 
recovering at home. Give him a call and 
put him on your daily prayer list. 

Jon Devore: (12-21-18 rh) We received 
information from Anthony Kivela today 
that he had spoke to Jon Devore this 
morning about a Facebook post, and 
inadvertently found out he has been 
diagnosed with throat cancer, stage 3.  
Recent tests show that it has spread to the 
lymph nodes.  Anthony and I both found 
Jon to have a great attitude, knowing 
that God is with him. He starts his chemo 
and radiation treatments on January 
7.  Jon says that he welcomes calls from 
old friends..  He spent over 20 years at 
the range, many retirees will know him, if 
not by name, by face.  Jon was always 
tremendously friendly and helpful at the 
range, both with active and retirees. 
Please keep Jon and his family in your 
prayers.

Wiley & Jean Douglass: (12-22-18 nf) We 
visited with Jean earlier this week after 
she was released from the hospital being 
diagnosed with two stress fractures in her 
back. She is confined to a wheelchair 
with brief movements with a walker, both 
being painful. She is pain-free while sitting 
or laying down. Recovery could take 
weeks. Wiley had to be moved to Grace 
Care Center at Tuckerton & Huffmeister 
when Jean was hospitalized and will be 
there through the holidays. It will be lonely 
holidays for both, keep them in your daily 
prayers. NOTE: Wiley passed away on 
December 24.

Sue & Forrest Turbeville: (12-23-18 nf) Today 
was their 72nd Wedding Anniversary. 
What an awesome couple they are. 
Sue is somewhat disabled and they are 
mostly homebound. If you get a chance 
give them a call.  It would mean a lot to 
both of them. 713-319-0546.

D’Ann Kusak: (12-4-18 nf)  We visited with 
D’Ann this evening by phone and she 
reports that she suffered bad headaches 
last week until Sunday she went to an 
emergency room for treatment. Several 
tests there revealed that she had suffered 
2 mini strokes and that she had a tear in 
a carotid artery that was bleeding. She 
is awaiting tests results and physician 
decisions as to their next course of action.  
Lift up your prayers for D’Ann and doctors 
for successful treatment & recovery.

David Sheetz: (12-4-18 nf) David called 
Forrest last night to advise that he would 
be undergoing orthopedic surgery on 
his neck/upper back at Mercy Hospital 
in Durango, Colorado this morning. Will 
update as info becomes available. 
Please pray for successful outcome and 
pain free recovery.  UPDATE: (12-5-18 nf) 
Forrest visited with David by phone today 
who reported that he underwent cervical 
spinal fusion surgery on 12-4 replacing 4 
discs with plastic discs held together with 
a titanium plate. David will be released 
to his home later today and invites your 
prayers for a speedy and full recovery.

Bobby Haynes: (12-10-18 nf) We visited 
with Bobby today and he reported that 
on Nov. 3rd he fell in his kitchen and 
struck his head on the fridge. He was later 
hospitalized with a serious head injury 
where a hole was drilled into his skull and a 
tube inserted to relieve fluid and pressure 
on his brain. He was in the hospital for 9 
days and in rehab for 20 days. He is now 
at home recovering. Give him at call at 
281-804-6461 at his home in Conroe and 
continue to pray for his recovery.

Pat Kainer: (12-18-18 nf) N. Zoch visited 
with Pat by phone and Pat is having 
issues after his neck surgery last week. 
His feet and ankles are swollen with pain 
in his calves, also a persistent cough. He 
is to see his cardiologist this week. Had 
x-rays and ultrasounds Monday and just 
not feeling well overall. Keep Pat in your 
daily prayers.

DECEMBER 2018
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Bob had an MRI last night and just heard 
from his doctor that he has a protruding 
disk that is putting pressure on his nerve. 
He stated that he will be treated with 
medication for the immediate future, 
and will probably be referred to an 
orthopedic next week.  Bob is also caring 
for his mother in an assisted living facility 
in Tomball. Please keep Bob and his family 
in your prayers.

Billy J. Todd: (11-17-18 nf) We visited with 
Billy today by phone. He reported that he 
was a patient at St. Luke’s hospital and 
was diagnosed with Pulmonary Fibrosis 
and a serious heart condition all of which 
is a near terminal condition. He stated 
that he was most proud of his 23 years 
with HPD and the friends that he made 
during those years. Remember Billy in 
your prayers each day.  UPDATE: (11-23-
18 nf) Billy was released from St. Lukes 
Hospital and is now recovering at home. 
His prognosis is not good but he would 
enjoy some of his old workmates to give 
him a call and talk about old times. Call 
him and lift him up at 832-355-4447 or 281-
485-1543. 

Harold Krause: (11-19-18 nf) Harold 
conveyed to Nelson Zoch that he was 
diagnosed with carcinoma of the bile 
duct. Surgery or some procedure is 
scheduled in early December. Continue 
to lift up your prayers for Harold.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH 
OF  NOVEMBER 2018

William Wayne Lundy, 
member, November 6, 2018

Carmen G. Chavez, mother of, Henry 
Chavez, November 8, 2018

Clifford Simmons, member, 
November 14, 2018

Thomas H. Henning, 
member, November 17, 2018

Floyd W. Daigle, 
member, November 21, 2018



DEATHS DURING THE MONTH 
OF  DECEMBER 2018

Lila Berner, member, December 7, 2018

Mary M. Babineaux, mother of member 
John Babineaux, December 8, 2018

Virginia Cormier, mother of member Jerry 
Cormier, December 9, 2018

Carl W. Williams, member, 
December 16, 2018
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Guy McMenemy: (12-31-18 nf) Guy 
underwent abdominal hernia surgery 
Friday, released that afternoon and 
went home. At about 2AM Saturday 
morning, he complained of chest pains 
& transported to North Cypress Hospital, 
21214 Northwest Frwy where tests revealed 
he may have had a heart attack after 
surgery  with a heart cath is scheduled for 
today. He is in Room #3205. Lift up your 
prayers for Guy and his doctors and a 
favorable outcome & recovery.
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Billy Joe Todd, member, 
December 24, 2018

James Wiley Douglas, Jr., 
member, December 24, 2018

Chris L. Hall, December 26, 2018

Thomas E. Baker, member, 
December 31, 2018 

“Consistency- It’s only a virtue if you 
are not a screw-up.”

Killingsworth, in addition to being a key witness 
in this offense, was charged with possession 
of a controlled substance. Much more 
importantly, Carl Wayne Buntion was charged 
with capital murder in the death of a peace 
officer in the 178th Criminal District Court. He 
was held without bond.

Finally, this predator was off the streets for 
good.

Buntion’s attorneys, fully cognizant that their 
client faced an uphill battle in Harris County, 
got a change of venue in this case. The trial 
was moved to Fredricksburg in the heart of the 
Texas Hill Country. (The judicial proceedings 
in Fredricksburg took on a number of bizarre 
twists. These included the usual theatrics by 
the defense counsel and several strange 
rulings by State District Judge William Harmon, 
the Houston judge who also presided over the 
case in this country town.)

After all was said and done, the optimistic 
view of Buntion being free no more prevailed. 
On January 24, 1991, a jury found him guilty of 
capital murder. Several days later, that same 
jury assessed the death penalty to career 
criminal Carl Wayne Buntion.

HPD investigators have long believed that 
Buntion’s desire for revenge led him to 
assassinate Officer Jim Irby. The story of this 
possibility thickens the tragic plot. 

n April 1971, Carl Wayne Buntion’s twin brother 
Kenneth was running a forgery ring out of an 
apartment project near Tidwell and Jensen. 

Houston and Pasadena police officers 
conducted a three-day surveillance of these 
activities and eventually obtained search 
warrants. They had this location covered on 
a Saturday afternoon when they observed 
several of the principals, Kenneth Buntion 
being one of them, arrive at the project. 
Present along with several Pasadena officers 
were Vice Officer Doug “Tooter” Steffanauer 
and Harris County Organized Crime Task 
Force A. D. “Dale” Dugger of HPD. From the 
HPD Criminal Intelligence Division there were 
officers Lloyd “Sonny” Dollar, Tom Doty and 
Johnny Thornton.

Buntion shot Johnny Thornton through his 
right arm while the officers were attempting 
to arrest him. That same round continued 
and struck Dale Dugger in a main artery, very 
nearly causing his death. It was the second 
time Dugger was shot in the line of duty. Only 
the heroic actions of a citizen paramedic 
saved his life that spring day in 1971. 

After shooting Dugger and Thornton, Buntion 
was still firing as he ran across the upstairs 
walkway of an apartment complex. Officer 
“Tooter” Steffanauer was the first to shoot 
Buntion, the bullet striking him in the neck. 
Buntion did not go down easily. Finally, the 
continued barrage of bullets from the guns of 
both Thornton and Steffanauer brought him 
down. As the story goes, Carl Wayne Buntion, 
whose sole life’s ambition was to be a career 
criminal, took on another cause that day in 
1971 – to avenge the death of his twin brother. 
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Buntion was in the process of serving one of his 
many prison terms that day when his brother 
was killed. He and his younger brother Bobby 
were allowed to attend Kenneth’s funeral at 
Bullard, Texas.

Bobby was dressed in a borrowed dark suit 
from his prison warden. Carl Wayne wore 
prison clothes. Yet their attire was identical 
in two respects – both wore handcuffs on 
their wrists and shackles on their ankles. Later, 
the warden of Carl’s TDCJ unit called HPD 
officials to advise them of the threats Carl was 
making. Newspaper accounts said Buntion 
had notified the warden that he had better 
be locked down or he would break out of 
the penitentiary and come to Houston to kill 
Dugger and Steffanauer because they had 
killed his brother. He was known to voice the 
threat to a number of people over the next 
nineteen years, clearly bragging about his 
intentions. Dale Dugger, who spent a large 
portion of his HPD career working undercover 
in Vice and the Houston-Harris County 
Organized Crime Task Force, confronted Carl 
Buntion regarding these threats. Buntion, in 
his usual cowardly fashion, backed down, 
apologized and recanted his intentions. 

Nevertheless, Carl Buntion’s motives likely 
continued until that fateful day in 1990 when 
Officer Jim Irby’s life was taken. A number of 
the officers present that day could have lost 
their lives in 1971 at the hands of a Buntion. 
Unfortunately, Officer Irby was not that lucky.
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One Buntion brother dead, one on Death Row, and the younger one, 
Bobby Joe, was in and out of jail all of this adult life. 
On July 30, 1990, Officer Steffanauer was quoted in the Houston 
Chronicle as saying, “Instead of one rotten apple in the barrel, there’s 
a barrel full of rotten apples.”

Jim Irby is dead. However, friends and family have not forgotten this 
man, who volunteered many hours of his own time helping others. Just 
several days after his death, a local radio station held a benefit for 
his surviving family at the Hard Rock Café, where a large amount of 
money was raised. Irby had been very active with youths at the annual 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, taking his own vacation time to 
work at this event. Shortly after his death, the Southeast Chapter of the 
Texas Peace Officer’s Association held a benefit rodeo in west Houston. 
The proceeds of this effort established a trust fund for the Irby children.
As of July 2004, Buntion still lingered on Death Row, thankfully still off the 
streets of Houston and Texas.

That same year, Maura Irby resided in Utah with daughter Callie, while 
son Cody lived ear Lake Travis, just north of Austin. The slain officer’s 
father was still alive and brother Kelly lived in Pearland and had two 
daughters. All of his other natural relatives died over a fourteen-year 
period. Mother- and father-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Mills, resided in Austin, as 
did Maura’s sister, Megan. Her other sister, Mandie, lived in Beaumont.

Officer Roy Thompson remained in Northeast Patrol in an undercover 
assignment for a number of years. He retired in April 2004 and lived in 
Mississippi. Officer Laura Smelley was promoted to sergeant, assigned 
to Northwest Patrol. Officer Kalich was still assigned to Radio Patrol-
North Command.  He has since retired.
Of the investigators, Lieutenant Bobby Beck retired from HPD in the 
early 1990’s. Lieutenant Greg Neely was a dayshift Homicide Murder 
Squad supervisor. Sergeants Burmester and Carroll retired in 2003 and 
2004, respectively. On a sad note, Sergeant A. J. Toepel died of a heart 
attack in 2000. Sergeant Eric Mehl continued to work in a Homicide 
Murder Squad, as did Sergeant John Swaim. Sergeant Brad Rudolph 
was now assigned to CID. Sergeant Dennis Gafford later promoted to 
lieutenant and after a number of years in Homicide and Internal Affairs 
was now assigned to the Narcotics Division. Sergeant Vachris was a 
supervisor in the Family Violence Section of Homicide.  Fred Carrol 
passed away in 2017 and all of the others have since retired.

Sergeant Alderette was assigned to an administrative position in a 
command office. CSU Officer Kay was still working in the Homicide Division. 
Officer Stoney Burke retired in 2002 and has since passed away.  Officer 
Mary Lentschke was promoted to sergeant and lieutenant and was 
scheduled to make captain in July 2004.  She retired as an Assistant Chief.  

BUNTION UPDATE:  At 75-76 years of age, Buntion has been the oldest 
prisoner on Death Row.  He has been very active though the years 
with appeals being filed on his behalf nearly on a regular basis.  He 
was granted a new trial for punishment in 2012 but was again assessed 
the Death Penalty.  Another appeal was filed and on 1/16/2018, the 
U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear this appeal.  More could likely be 
expected on him as he has not been given an execution date.
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