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LOD Deaths and Their Families Afterward
Why would anyone desire to enter
the same profession or job that took
the life of a loved one? A loved
one, such as a Father, husband or
Brother? Well, after documenting the
lives and deaths of a large number of
Houston Police Officers who lost their
lives IN THE LINE OF DUTY, a question
was asked of me as to how those
tragedies affected the immediate
families, and as well as their friends. In
answering that question to the best of
my ability, I would say that it naturally
had a profound and lasting effect on
all who were close to the situation.
Any type of death has a lasting effect
on the survivors, but with sudden and
tragic deaths such as those KILLED IN
THE LINE OF DUTY, I think it is even more
profound and lasting.
I am wondering what the psychiatric
profession would answer to the above
question. Is it a desire to continue in the
quest that their loved one pursued? Is
it some sort of desire to avenge the
evil and achieve some good? Or,
could it be an accumulation of the
above or even some other desire?
Any of these or all of these, are much
too deep for me to ponder.
This question arose recently when it
was pointed out to me that the son
of an Officer who met such a death
was attending the Houston Police
Academy. It was asked of me if I had
any recollection of this occurring
previously.

A short bit of research indicated that
it had and I also learned of a number
of other interesting observations
involving other family members
entering law enforcement, not just
Dads and sons.
The subject of this conversation,
while it was obvious to me that he
was rather uncomfortable with the
attention, was POLICE CADET Austin
Allen Gryder, the son of HPD Officer
Gary Allen Gryder, who was KILLED IN
THE LINE OF DUTY on June 29, 2008.
Gary had joined by way of Class #126
in 1985. Austin graduated from HPD
Cadet Class #242 on December 5,
2019. Austin, who was thirteen years
old when his Dad was killed, is also the
son of HPD RETIRED OFFICER DEBRA
LEWIS GRYDER, Academy Class #79
in 1978, who retired in 2014. Austin
is also the grandson of HPD RETIRED
OFFICER A.B. (Lightning) Lewis, who
graduated from Academy Class #6 in
1951 and retired in 1981.
It was requested that Austin be
allowed to wear his Dad’s Badge
# 4525. I am not sure how these
badges are assigned today, but
with Officer Gary Gryder’s badge
being permanently retired in the HPD
Museum, HPD did go a step further
and Austin is assigned Badge #14525.

The pboto included with this story is
that of Officer Austin Gryder and Tyler
Martin, who was the eleven-year old
son of Officer Richard Keith Martin,
who was KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY in
2015. Austin and Tyler have bonded
as friends from similar situations and
according to Austin’s Mom, Debra,
Austin has been attempting to
somewhat mentor Tyler. A number
of HPOU officials have also joined
together in that effort.
My research revealed that a similar
situation occurred when HPD Officer
Douglas F. Willis graduated in Class
#34 in 1967. This was only three years
after his Dad, Officer James Franklin
Willis, was KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY
on July 1, 1964. Doug, who was
seventeen years old when his Dad
was killed, served HPD for 35 years
until his retirement in 2002. He passed
away in 2009. Doug proudly wore his
Dad’s Badge # 1308 while he served
with HPD.
These were the only two instances
that I had knowledge of in which
sons actually attended the HPD
Academy after their Fathers were
killed. However, there were a number
of additional and interesting family
connections involving families of
those who lost their lives IN THE LINE
OF DUTY.

Continues on Page 7
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ANTHONY KIVELA

HAPPY NEW DECADE!!! I am always in
awe at what so many volunteers do for
the HPROA. So-much of what so-many of
them do is out of a sense of duty, and of
course, “serving”, as they have done for
their entire careers. For example, E.J. Smith
and his team set up our monthly meeting
hall early in the morning, and are the last to
leave after we close up for the day. Then
there is our Board Secretary Sue Gaines,
who not only transcribes and ensures the
minutes are published monthly, but takes
care of a multitude of other tasks such as
organizing and indexing archival records
and sending out sympathy cards from the
Board. Her personal ministry to hospice
leaves only so much time, but she keeps
us going with her infectious smile. Our
Entertainment Chairpersons, Matt and
Rosalie Potell coordinate the budget and
management of the large Fredericksburg
and Houston Reunions, the posh Surviving
Spouses Luncheon, our annual free
“feeding” at our August monthly meeting,
and much more throughout the year.
And the list goes on…Our president Bob
Barnard, based on his vision, along with
your Board of Directors and members’
recommendations, spends countless hours
working with the Board with the combined
goal of the continual improvement of
the HPROA. Others include Ed Aldridge
who serves as Treasurer and chairs the
Audit Committee; the ever-important
arm of our Family Assistance Committee
members (yes - eight of them), who make
formal presentations at HPROA members’
funerals, contact and publish health
and death information on our members,
and who take much-needed medical
equipment at no-cost from our warehouse
to members and their families who are in
need of such; Roy McDonald’s efforts with
membership and with coordinating our
Meeting safety plan, ...and so on. There
is no way to mention everybody here,
but I look forward to personally honoring
ALL volunteers, no matter how small the
contribution has been, at our April 25
Houston Reunion.

And, while I am passing out accolades,
when I was reading the last edition
of the Retired Badge, I thought that I
have to complement our editor, Nelson
Zoch. I counted approximately a half
dozen inserts that he personally wrote
for the Dec 2019-Jan 2020 edition. That’s
commitment!
HOME AND AUTO INSURANCE: The
partnership between the HPROA and
Liberty Mutual Insurance Co, our home and
auto insurance group provider, has been
discontinued. To qualify for a discount,
Liberty now requires a database of 30,000
email addresses, and we fall far short of
that. There was discussion at the January
Board meeting of possibly appointing
a committee to study if obtaining an
independent insurance agent who could
assess our members’ needs annually and
navigate them to a lower- cost insurance
provider with the lowest rates, would
be a benefit that members would be
interested in. If anyone has feedback on
this, positive or negative, please contact
me or any board member and it will be
shared with the entire Board.
MEMBER INFO: Do you know that your
spouse, child, close relative, neighbor,
good friend, officer from another agency,
or similar person is invited to become an
Associate Member? The cost is less than
your membership, only $50.00 a year, and
enables the Family Assistance Committee
to purchase needed medical equipment
for our retirees and their families who
can’t afford the expense, as well as
other expenses. Thanks to your Board of
Directors, the application process is now
easier than ever and can be done on-line
at our website in just a few minutes.
PENSION INFORMATION: Our pensions are
forever in our minds and safeguarding
them by working with state and local
officials is the number one priority of the
HPROA. We are more involved than ever
before in this effort, and we are preparing
for the next legislative session, which is less
than a year away.

Anthony Kivela, Executive Director

The drums have already been beating,
and are warning us that bills will be
introduced in attempts to change what
retirees have sacrificed so much to earn.
Our goal is to fight any of these efforts
whenever it’s necessary, both behind the
scenes, and in the public.
MEDICAL INSURANCE and MEDICARE
INFO: The HPROA was asked a few
years ago by Mayor Turner to provide
a member who would be added to
a committee chaired by the City H.R.
Department. This committee is tasked
with the goal of blasting out information
to employee groups with every City
department regarding how the City is
performing with servicing insurance, as
well as changes that may be coming to
rates and benefits. Just in the few years
that I have served on this committee, we
have added retiree health benefits, and
conveyed to the City the impact that high
medical insurance rates are having on
retirees. The good news is that the Mayor
has asked that I return to the committee
for another two years.

Continues on Page 5
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A Message from Bob Barnard, President HPROA

I hope all of you had a great holiday
season and a happy new year. The
month of December was a busy
time for most all, getting our end
of the year taxes paid, presents
bought, visiting friends, parties, and
celebrating with the family.
Our family is all over the map so
the tradition is, one week before
Christmas we go to my youngest son’s
house in Lake Conroe on Saturday.
Everyone who attends brings a gift
not to exceed $30.00 and we play
a game called White Elephant. If 20
people are there everyone has to
pick a number between 1 and 20.
All the gifts are placed in the middle
of the room with everyone gathered
around. The person who draws the
number labeled “1”, selects a gift,
opens it, and then reveals what it is.
The #2 person can then get a gift
from the center or steal the first gift
because he likes it. If the gift is stolen,
the #1 person then gets to select
from the middle and reveal the newly
unwrapped gift. The #3 person then
selects a gift from the middle or can
steal #1 or #2’s gift if he wants to.
This keeps going until the last person
selects or steals. A particular gift can
only be stolen 3 times. The person
who steals a gift for the third time
gets to keep it; therefore, it cannot
be stolen again. This is a fun time as
you can drink, talk, laugh and give
people a hard time for stealing your
gift if you liked it.
On Christmas Eve we head to my
daughter’s house to eat all types of
barbecue for our meal. My son-in-law
has been on several cooking teams
at the rodeo and won the “Best of”
category a few times. He usually has
ribs, brisket, and chicken, along with
side dishes everyone brings. They have
an outdoor kitchen with cold drinks, a
big pit, TV and plenty of seating and
standing room for 25 people.

My oldest son will come in from Florida
or we will go there. We will open more
gifts, and although there’s no White
Elephant, a good time is had by all.
At our board meeting on January 9,
our executive director presented his
budget draft for the coming year.
Since that meeting a budget was
adopted by the board for Fiscal Year
2020. Thanks to Anthony and the
board members for all their hard work,
we will be in good shape this year.
The board and I have been working
on a mission statement for our
organization that will emphasize, in a
brief synopsis, what we are about for
future retirees, as well as new leaders.
This information will be on the header
or right under it. The statement
will also be used in our efforts to
recruit retiring members, associate
members, and in future advertising
literature. We are also trying to make
sure all of our board members are
cross-trained for committee and
contract positions. Hopefully, this will
ensure we are in a proactive position
rather than reactive.
I have noted before that all the
candidates we supported in the
city elections were elected, and the
PAC committee feels comfortable
that we have more friends than ever
on council. Please remember the
name Mary Nan Huffman for District
Attorney. She is currently employed
by the HPOU as one of their legal staff
attorneys. Mary was previously an
Assistant DA in Montgomery County.
We have a new sound system
thanks to retiree Mike Gee, who did
all the leg work, that is capable of
showing videos, slides etc. The old
system was shutting down and had
been around for over 10 years. Mike
is very knowledgeable along with
Henry Chavez, who takes pictures
and films our events.

Shelley Scheibe, our planning
committee chairman, has made
a
suggestion
to
implement
teleconferencing at our board
meetings. If one of our members
has to be absent, they can call in,
placed on speaker so they can
hear what is said, and also be
able to vote on any item before
the board.
HPD has approved beards on a
permanent basis for all except SWAT
and the Special Response Group.
Also remember HPOPS will do your
will for free. If you know any retired
or active officer who might have
suicidal thoughts, or who needs to
simply talk with someone, please
recommend that they contact the
Houston Officers Peer Assistance
(HPOA) at 832-200-3499. This group of
retired officers and others are doing
a great job of speaking with people
who sometimes just need someone
to talk to. Finally, HPD is now recruiting
for applicants who have three years
of full-time work experience, in lieu of
college or military.
I will close for now and thanks for all
your support. Our great members
make us remember our pledge:
“With Honor We Served, With Pride
We Remember.”

Bob Barnard
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For Members and Their Families
What would happen to
your retirement savings
if you needed long term
care???

For more
call:
Garland Cole
M.D. Beale

information,
512.327.3456
713.419.7455

7 out of 10 –
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are
likely to need long term care services. ¹
Long Term Care Pays –
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home,
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)

Address Change

Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve
you if we know where you are.

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252.
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
Houston Police Retired Officers Association
P.O. Box 130787 • Houston, Texas 77219
713-802-2967 • Toll Free 1-866-856-7252
www.hpdretired.com

Executive Officers
President
Bob Barnard

Executive Director
Anthony Kivela

1st Vice President
Matthew Potell

2nd Vice President
Medwin Beale

Treasurer
Ed Aldridge

Secretary
Sue Gaines

Parliamentarian
Bill Elkin

Sergeant-At-Arms
Robert L. Crane

Attorney at Law

Executive Board
of Director
Jim Ashby
Roy McDonald
Jim St. John
Shelly Scheibe
Steven Toth
Fred Walschburger
Nelson Zoch

JAN RICH

Past President
Steve Rayne
Office Secretary
Cathy Buckles
Retired Badge Editor
Nelson Zoch
Webmaster
Jim Ashby

Personal Injury
Probate & Wills
Estate Planning
1533 W. Alabama, Suite
100, Houston, TX 77006

832-654-0718

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

Cry Baby
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Are you a cry baby? I know, I am asking a 6 foot, 200 lb, hardas-a-rock, bite-a-nail-in-two if he is a cry baby. No way! Well,
I’ll be honest and admit I have shed a tear or two. Actually, I
have outright bawled. What about the day you finally realized
the beautiful lady on your arm was your life mate, the day your
first child was born. I cried all three times. Then, as they each
wed, I could not help but shed a tear. The day my stepdad, a
97-year-old, passed away, I broke down. He was a simple man,
a farmer, a carpenter, and a soldier. He survived all and still
loved life and all blessings he encountered. Yet, he was taken
home. I know he’s fine, but we lost a great human being.
The day David Huerta was killed on Heights Boulevard was the
day I cried the most. David was simply doing his job, doing
what he had been trained to do and that was to serve others
as a Houston Police Officer.

5

He was shot pointblank with a shotgun and died instantly. I think
of him very often as I still see him lying there, still clutching his
uniform cap. I still shed a tear.
Just recently at a church function during a presentation, a lady
seated to my left touched my arm and asked, “E.J., are you
crying?” I answered that I was experiencing eye problems. I
was crying. How can you not shed a tear when considering the
anguish, the pain, the hardship our Lord and Savior experienced
for our salvation. Yet, he, knowing what lay ahead, cried out to
his Father, “Your will be done!” You bet I cried. I don’t deserve
His sacrifice. Now I ask again, are you a cry baby? Think it over
and I’ll see you at the next HPROA meeting.
Till nxt time,
EJ

Continues from Page 2
HAS YOUR SPOUSE PASSED AWAY? To be a member
of the HPROA, one needs to be a retired / certified
Houston Police Officer [or note this legitimate caveat:
their surviving spouse] who is receiving a benefit from
HPOPS or the Houston Municipal Employees Pension
System. This includes officers who are enrolled in DROP
since that is considered an HPOPS benefit. What this
also means is that if a member passes away, his or her
spouse (if receiving a pension benefit) is eligible to
become a regular and voting member of the HPROA,
which even includes the possibility of being elected by
the membership to the Board of Directors. It is important
that regular members explain this to their spouses,
so they realize if membership is passed to a surviving
spouse under these circumstances, that they continue
to pay their dues in order to keep abreast of important
pension, insurance, and Medicare information. It is
also important for surviving spouses to call the HPROA
secretary, Cathy Buckles, at 713-802-2967 to ensure that
your records are updated.

IN CLOSING:
My vow when accepting this position was to be as
available as possible to all of our members. If you hear
rumors, need information, or have positive or negative
feedback…please feel free to contact me as follows:
• On my cell phone- it is my only phone number and
the number is in our member’s directory, or
• Email at hproa.exec.dir@att.net
• FaceBook under my name Anthony Kivela,
• FaceBook at the “Retired Houston Police Officers”
closed and vetted group (send me an invite to join if
you’re not a member),
• Twitter @AnthonyKivela, or
• LinkedIn under Anthony Kivela
God Bless, thank you for your service, and stay safe.
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A Big Thanks to One of Our Members,
Fred Eichholtz!
By Anthony Kivela

In the Executive Director article of
this edition, I recognized a few of the
many-many Board and Committee
volunteers who contribute to the
HPROA. But, there are other HPROA
members who aren’t on the Board
and who aren’t currently serving
on committees, but are committed
to silently serving, supporting, and
growing this association.
When conducting a review of the
Associate Membership database,
it was apparent that one of our
members
has
gone
beyond
reasonable expectations.

Fred Eichholtz, over a period of
time, has personally recruited and
sponsored
a
DOZEN
Associate
Members Fred sets the example for
all of us to follow, and the HPROA
truly appreciates its members who
welcome spouses, friends, neighbors,
relatives, business-people, and others
by sponsoring them as an Associate
Member. The income generated from
Associate Members has assisted the
HPROA in never having to have a
dues increase since the dues were set
at $75.00 per year at the inception of
our association in 1994. I encourage
you to please reach out to those who
can afford the reduced Associate
Membership fee of only $50.00 and
invite them to join.

There have been some commonsense changes in the Associate
application process that your Board
of Directors approved. We were told
by members that the old Associate
Membership application process was
cumbersome.
The Board listened
and changed that. The application
process has now been simplified
and recently placed on-line in order
to make applying easier. In order to
apply, one need only go to the website
menu bar on the left side column
and hit the “Associate Membership
Application” link.
It can now be
completely handled electronically.

The Current History of Academy Class #35
Academy Class #35 graduated on
August 18, 1967. In the class photo
were sixty graduates,
along with
Inspector C.D. Taylor, Assistant Chief
George Seber, Chief of Police Herman
Short, and Captain C.J. Lofland. There
were three females in this class.
It appears that a large number of
these graduates did not stay with HPD
long enough to earn a retirement.
These totaled twenty-two, actually
over one-third. Many of these were
not even listed in the 1974 HPD Pictorial
book which would indicate that they
left the Department very early on after
graduating. Those were Janet Towery,
Sharon Pendland, Judith Preston, B.J.
Edgerton, D.E. Shaver, H. J. Smith, R.A.
Young, J.L. White, D.V. Muskiet, K.D.
McGinn, D.A. England, A.L. Banks,
M.E. Kembro, M.N. Luzaich, J.L. Parker,
R.Q. Blackburn,
D.R. Moore, B.D.
Mallernee, R.T. Vines, E. Edwards,
Robert Todd and R.L. Jones.

There was one LINE OF DUTY DEATH
from this class. On December 10, 1971,
Radio Patrol Officer Claude Ronnie
Beck was struck and killed on the
Southwest Freeway by a motor home
as he was exiting his patrol car on a
traffic stop. He was nineteen days
short of his twenty-fourth birthday and
had been married for only eighteen
days. He was survived by his wife
Sheila, his parents, and one sister.
The following retired but have since
passed away. They are listed along
with their years of service and year
of death: James E. Baker, 23, 2002;
Wilfred W. Bell, 29, 2018; James Wiley
Douglass, 21, 2018; Robert J. Francis,
23, 2008;
Sherwood C. Jett, 30,
2014; Richard J. Matthias, 20, 2002;
James E. Moore, 35, 2014; Lyndon W.
Schaefer, 21, 1990, and Vernon W.
West, 23, 2001.

The below listed have retired and are
still hopefully enjoyed their retirement
years. Their years of service as well
as year of retirement follows their
name: Gerald W. Anderson, 36, 2004;
Douglas W. Autrey, 37, 2004; Bobby
D. Berryman, 37, 2004;
Thomas
P. Bresenhan, 29, 1997;
Larry D.
Campbell,
38, 2006;
Ronald L.
Cunningham, 21, 1988; Willie E. Fields,
37, 2005; Larry D. Gallion, 20, 1988;
A.J. Gambino, 20, 1987;
Murray K.
Jordan, 20, 1987; Walter D. Lott, 20,
1988; Lawrence E. Moffett, 22, 1989;
Billy K. Morgan, 23, 1991; James C.
Mosier, 23, 1991; Richard Nieto, 44,
2012; Carl E. Pearson, 36, 2004; Sam
M. Piccolo, 41, 2009; Joe F. Rabago,
22, 1990; Gary G. Roberts, 36, 2004;
James L. Scott, 36, 2004; Milton C.
Simmons, 37, 2004; Larry D. Watts, 20,
1988; Billie M. Williams, 24, 1992; Larry
W. Winkelmann, 20, 1988; and Eugene
T. Yanchak, 37, 2005.

Continues on Page 15
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Continues from Page 1
Those situations, which are many and
varied, are described as follows:
Officer Ira Raney was KILLED IN THE
LINE OF DUTY during the Camp Logan
riot in 1917. While there was no Police
Academy back then, Officer Raney’s
son, Bryan, served HPD for over thirty
years retiring in the early 1950’s.
Additionally, a grandson of Officer
Ira Raney, Mike Raney, served a short
time with HPD and later served with
the Metro Police Department. HPD
Sergeants Michelle Raney Scheibe
(Class #70) and Janice Raney Hawk
(Class #106), whose Mother and StepDad were both long-time Houston
Officers-Bonnie (1953-1989) and Jim
Montero, (Class #21, 1959-1989), are
both granddaughters of Officer Ira
Raney’s son Robert and both retired
from HPD after many outstanding
years of service. The Raney family
tradition continues in that a daughter
of Michelle and her husband, Retired
HPD Lieutenant Gary Scheibe (Class
#115), is HPD Officer Elizabeth
Scheibe Woodall, Class #221. Her
husband, Jonathan Woodall, was
also a graduate of that class. Janice
is married to James D. Hawk, now
also an HPD retiree. This could have
possibly been explained better with a
RANEY family tree.
Further research indicated that HPD
DETECTIVE DARYL WAYNE SHIRLEY was
SHOT AND KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY
on April 28, 1982. He was a graduate
of Academy Class #34 in 1967 along
with Officer Doug Willis. While neither
of Wayne’s sons entered the HPD
Academy, they both chose a law
enforcement career.
Steven has
served with a Sheriff’s Department
in California and Jason has served
with the Pasadena, Texas Police
Department for a number of years.
Steven was fourteen years old and
Jason was ten years old in 1982 when
their Father was killed.
And, Officer Jim Irby, Class #57 in 1973,
was SHOT AND KILLED IN THE LINE OF
DUTY on June 27, 1990.

Officer
Elston Morris Howard was
SHOT AND KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY
in 1988. His nephew, Michael Jerrod
Agee, joined HPD by way of Class
#185 in 2006. He was only ten years
old when his Uncle was killed.
Officer Smith Anderson (Buster) Kent
was KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY in 1954.
He and his brother, Officer J.E. Kent,
joined HPD together in the 1930’s.

Officer Austin Gryder and Tyler Martin

His only son, Cody Irby, described as
less than three years old at the time
of his Father’s death, has served as a
Police Officer in Pflugerville, Texas for
over twelve years. Cody, who worked
successfully in a number of assignments
with that Agency, recently resigned
from law enforcement. His new career
is with the Motorola Radio Company
and he is still working with the law
enforcement community with their
communication needs.
ADDITIONAL FAMILY CONNECTIONS TO
LINE OF DUTY DEATHS
While the following do not involve a
Father-Son situation, it should be noted
that Officer James F. Kilty was SHOT
AND KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY on April
8, 1976. His younger brother, Mark Kilty,
was nineteen years old when his brother
was killed. Mark joined HPD shortly
thereafter in Class #80 in 1978. Mark’s
son, Justin Stephen Kilty, joined HPD in
Class #218 in 2014. I believe Mark is still
in service with HPD.

Officer James Robert Schultea, Class
#11 in 1954, was SHOT AND KILLED IN
THE LINE OF DUTY in 1956. His tragic
death did not deter his wife and
brother from entering Academy Class
#15 only three weeks after the death
of their loved one.
His spouse, now
Mrs. Jimmie Wootten, served HPD
from then until her retirement in 1979.
His brother Weldon served until his
retirement in 1982. He passed away
in 2005.
Of course, the Schultea
family is legendary in Houston and
Harris County law enforcement with
cousins Joe and Vollie both serving
with HPD. Vollie (HPD Class #13 retired
and passed away in 2017/ Joe (HPD
Class #14) resigned from HPD and
then served for a number of years
as Chief of Police in THE VILLLAGES
in west Houston. He passed away in
2014. Joe’s son, Joe Jr. served with
the Harris County Sheriff’s Department
and also son James (Jim) Schultea,
who was shot and seriously wounded
(Survived) IN THE LINE OF DUTY in 1986.
Jim was in Class #105 and retired
in 2013. Once again, a family tree
would have explained this better.
Officer Louis Raymond Kuba was SHOT
AND KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY in May,
1967, just 34 days after completing
Academy Class #34. His death did
not deter his sister’s husband, Officer
Charles Squyres, from continuing to
serve HPD until his retirement in 1984.

Continues on Page 15
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HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

Call
Alan Helfman
4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801
RiverOaksChrysler.com

HELFMAN

DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

HELFMAN
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN

FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI

Houston’s #1
Volume Dealer!

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com
713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT

FIAT • MASERATI

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award

2012 • 2013 • 2014

713-533-6100
11819 Southwest
Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiat.com
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com
Open Mon - Sat

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.

The Retired Badge February - March 2020 Edition

Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
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HPROA Family Assistance Committee:

Family Assistance Unit:

Forrest Turbeville, Chairman		
713-319-5466
Nelson Foehner				713-857-2924
Ron Headley					713-253-5749
Ray Smith					281-731-1588
Pat Kainer					281-642-6645
Mattie Provost			
281-389-3122
Henry Chavez				281-687-8962
Tim Dillon					281-831-6771

Senior Police Officers Jennifer Smesny, 713-308-1237, Jorge R.
Lucero, 713-308-1240, and Rochon Hall, 713-308-1239.
If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center,
713-308-1500.

Burial Fund:
832-969-9099. Leave message for someone to contact you.

UNRAVELING TAX HEADACHES & BUILDING FINANCIAL VISION

Did your financial planner ask to
see your most recent tax return?
By integrating financial planning and tax
preparation, we are in a unique position to weave
diverse elements of your financial picture into a
unified, comprehensive plan that can meet your
long-term goals.

(281) 440-6279
11555 Champion Forest Drive
Houston, TX 77066
www.MolenTax.com

Securities offered through 1st Global Capital Corp. Member FINRA, SIPC • Investment advisory services offered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc.
Insurance services offered through 1st Global Insurance Services, Inc.
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HPROA Event Calender:
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February, March, and April 2020
Thursday, February 6, 2020
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, February 13, 2020
HPOPS Board Meeting (See Below)
NOTE FROM HPOPS: HPOPS COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE
HELD THE TUESDAY MORNING PRIOR TO THE THURSDAY
BOARD MEETING AND ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS. THE
HPOPS WEBSITE SHOULD BE CHECKED TO VERIFY EXACT
TIMES AND SCHEDULING.
Thursday, February 13, 2020
8:15am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
Thursday, March 5, 2020
HPOU General Membership Meeting
Thursday, March 12, 2020
HPOPS Board Meeting (See note above)

Thursday, March 12, 2020
8:15am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, March 17, 2020, SURVIVING SPOUSE’S
LUNCHEON, 10:00AM, HOUSTON RACKET CLUB ON
MEMORIAL DRIVE. MORE TO FOLLOW FROM THE
ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE.
Thursday, April 2, 2020
HPOU General Membership Meeting.
Thursday, April 9, 2020
HPOPS Board Meeting. (See above)
Thursday, April 9, 2020
8:15am HPROA Board Meeting
9:30am General Membership Meeting
Saturday, April 25, 2020, 10AM-2PM, HOUSTON REUNION
AT THE HOUSTON POLICE ACADEMY GYMNASIUM.
MORE TO FOLLOW FROM THE ENTERTAINMENT
COMMITTEE.

HPROA New Members
DECEMBER 2019:
Allen Boskey, Louis (Bubba) Caldwell, Joseph R. D’Eugenio,
Brian Harris, and John Henderson. (5)
Associate members approved:
Paul Cannatella, sponsored by Anthony Kivela and John
Elliott, sponsored by Louis Elliott.

JANUARY 2020:
Jamerson (J.J.) Berry, Robert Breiding, Emilio Jaime
Castaneda, Craig Full, Daniel Schwarzbach, William Staney,
Dean Stark, Lonney Truman, Carmen Winz, James Wright. (10)
Associate members approved:
Edward Arnold and Michael Herzik, both sponsored by
James Koteras.
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The Shotgun Corner
By M. D. Beale, Jr.

The winter doldrums have set in and
with something of a vengeance. Life
seems to always get in the way.
As I’ve said before, I’ve not grown
up yet. I know I haven’t because
I can’t do what I want to. My Dad
always said “When you grow up
and get out on your own you can
do whatever you want to, but as
long as you live in this house you’re
going to……..” well, you know the
rest of the speech. So – that’s how
I know I haven’t grown up. I’m half
there because I’ve been on my own
pretty much since I was 17, BUT I still
can’t do what I want to when I want
to – ergo – I haven’t grown up yet.
The second verse of the song isn’t
any better. What I want to do seems
to keep changing. I’ve quit chasing
deer and elk up and down mountains
for a lot of reasons but probably the
most important is that I don’t enjoy it
like I used to. A lot of the guys I used
to do that with have moved on to The
Great Hunting Grounds In The Sky and
it just doesn’t seem like it’s worth the
effort or cost anymore.
Since Chevron bought Phillips out and
closed one of the last of the many
waterfowl hunting clubs that used to
cover the Gulf Coast – The Danbury
Hunting and Fishing Club – I’ve lost
interest in duck and goose hunting.
Loosing my two labs to old age over
the years hasn’t helped any.
I was planning on shooting dove
again this year but had a sever sinus
infection on opening weekend. A
week and a half later they put in a
couple of stints in my heart. Then
other non-health related things just
kind of took over.

I’m not going to be able to get back
to Arizona this winter for some desert
quail either, it looks like. Maybe by
May Trey and I can make another
run to Idaho and Oregon to shoot
varmints. We shall just have to wait
and see.
What really kind of bothers me is that I
don’t really care about any of this. I’m
so very grateful for all my time in the
field hunting over my life, but at 75 I
get almost as much pleasure shooting
clays and banging steel plates at the
range as I used to get in bringing in a
limit of birds or filling my deer tags.
It is not as much fun as watching the
dogs work in the field. That I miss a
lot – but again – not enough to get
another dog.
The expense, both
monetarily and emotionally, and the
time involved is just a bit too much.
Kind of mixed emotions about it, you
know? Like one of my old senior
partners used to say – for him it was
like watching his terrible mother-inlaw drive off a cliff in his new Cadillac
– mixed emotions. That’s kind of how I
feel about it all. It’s all a bit ambiguous
and confusing at times. Getting old
isn’t for wimps, that’s for sure.
It had been a while since I had been
to the range so I loaded up my little
Model 42 Winchester .410 pump and
headed out to the shotgun range
before it got too dark to shoot. These
lightweight guns take a bit of finesse
to shoot properly. It took three boxes
of shells just to get back to hitting most
of the trap birds I shot at. And I was
standing up by the trap house – kind
of simulating flushed quail. I used to
be able to get back on target with
this little gun in one-third that time.

I had better luck on the .22 range
the week before.
I have an old
Remington bolt action single shot –
a 1930’s vintage. There’s no way to
mount a scope and with my old eyes
the front and back sights both look
a little fuzzy, but I was still able to hit
all the small steel targets at 25 yards.
Almost nothing is as much fun.
I shoot enough pistol so that I can
pretty well hit what I’m shooting at
within reasonable distances. I just
can’t do it as fast as I used to. I figure
it would take a boxcar load of ammo
to get competitive shooting Bullseye
matches, though.
The other day I was able to shoot
a WWII vintage Luger in 9mm.
What a treat. The natural pointing
characteristics are “spot on”. Recoil is
very manageable. Feeding was a bit
of a problem, though, and I’d choose
something a little more reliable for
serious work, thank you very much. A
good gunsmith could probably solve
most of the problem, but I’ll still take
a good Walther P38 9mm for close
encounters of the first kind if a WWII
Wehrmacht pistol is called for. It was the
first [1938] reliable 9mm double/single
action semi-auto pistol to be adopted
as a primary military handgun. The
new stuff is just a facsimile of it, e. g.
the Beretta 92, Sig Sauer, etc. It’s still a
good fighting pistol.
While I’m rambling, I will mention my
appreciation for all of your prayers.
The Lord’s been good to this old
reprobate and I’m sure everyone’s
prayers made a difference.
When this rain stops, and this front has
blown on through, I think I’m going to
load up and head back out to the
range and burn some gunpowder. I’ll
see you there. Stay safe, warm and dry.
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The Awakening
The more seniority I get, the more I
question why. Why me, Lord? I’ve
seen so many of our friends, some
with less seniority, go home early. I
wonder why. Then I see other friends,
ex-partners, and active officers who
struggle with daily issues, those who
can no longer travel freely, take
care of daily tasks or be mobile. It
is then that I realize the importance
of our attention to those who simply
need contact, a visit, a card, a
telephone call.
Nelson Foehner
mentions this at every HPROA
meeting. He’s correct.

I recently spoke to one retiree who
has had many issues over a couple
of years. He thanked me for calling,
as he always does, but added, “A
telephone call from friends is what
keeps me going. It means so much to
just have someone to talk to so I can
get my mind off my pain.” It was an
awakening for me. I began to realize
that God has a purpose for us all. The
daily contact with loved ones, friends,
and others is so very important.
Perhaps it’s our ministry.
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He added, “When our purpose is
completed, our Father will call us
home and not until then.” Forrest is
right, again, and I have learned to
appreciate his guidance as I have
so many of our HPROA friends. Guys
and gals, talk to one another, write or
call your friends. It means so much
and will give you peace also. We’ll
talk about this and other topics at our
next HPROA meeting.

Till next time,
Forrest Turbeville, who always has the
right answer (or makes one up) told
me once during one of our very deep
discussions, “We have no expiration
date stamped anywhere on our body.”

EJ
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From the Entertainment Committee

Hello Retirees and Friends,
Our first chance to Wish all a Blessed
New Year 2020. We hope all of you
had a good New Year’s celebration,
have perhaps made some New Year
resolutions (attend some HPROA
events??). With that in mind, let us
mention dates for our upcoming events:
1. Every second Thursday of each
month:
HPROA meetings at 9:30A
Knights of Columbus Hall
607 E. Whitney
Houston, Texas
2. Surviving Spouse Luncheon
March 17, 2020 10A - 2P (Tuesday)
Houston Racquet Club
10709 Memorial Dr.
Houston, Texas 77024

This luncheon is for all HPD surviving
spouses.
It is a complimentary
luncheon for them and a guest.
Sue Gaines and Barbara Cotten are
hosting the luncheon this year. They
are busy working on the finishing
touches as this article is being written.
Please pay careful attention to the
response by date and return your
RSVP cards accordingly.
You will
probably receive your invitation
sometime in February.
This invitation is also available to
any HPROA member who may be
interested in attending. The cost is
$30 per person. If interested, please
contact Cathy Buckles at 713.802.2967
Monday thru Friday 9A - 5P.

3. Houston Reunion
April 25, 2020 10A- 2P (Saturday)
Houston Police Academy
17000 Aldine Westfield
Houston, Texas
4. Fredericksburg Reunion
October 17, 2020 10A - 2P (Saturday)
Pioneer Pavilion
LadyBird Johnson Park
Fredericksburg, Texas
So please mark your calendars and
perhaps make an attempt to try to join
us. It is sometimes nice to get away from
our daily routine. Come and mingle with
old friends. You won’t regret it!
Hope to see you sometime this year.
Matt and Rosalie Potell
Entertainment Committee

Donations Needed....and Accepted!
The HPROA has been proudly able
to operate without a dues increase
since its inception in 1994.
This
enables the Association to buy and
deliver medical equipment at no
charge to its members and their
families, to actively monitor and
lobby for state and local legislation
that affects HPD retirees’ pension
and health care,

to present solid brass plaques and
presentation binders to the families
of deceased members at their
funerals, to publish its paper The
Retired Badge, to offer immediatecare funeral assistance at a price
that matches the Burial Fund payout, to maintain a website, and in
many more areas.

Donations in honor of deceased
members, or for any other reason
whatsoever, can easily be made online by visiting the HPROA website
(HPROA.com) and accessing the
“Donate” link at the foot of every
page. We humbly appreciate your
generosity!
HPROA Board of Directors

This can only be continued with your
kindness and generosity.

The Retired Badge February - March 2020 Edition
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Continues from Page 6
There were several who apparently
opted for privacy with HPOPS, but
are known to have retired from HPD.
They were G.T. Williford, Joe Kunkel,
and Sam Nuchia, who later became
the Chief of Police and also a Federal
Judge. Their years of service and date
of retirement are unknown.

Longevity-This might be a bit
confusing here in that while Richard
Nieto retired 44 years after the
academy, it is believed that he left
service for a time and returned. Sam
Piccolo had 41 years, followed by
Larry Campbell with 38.

Also,
Autrey,
Berryman,
Fields,
Simmons, and Yanchak served 37
years. A lot of resilience, for sure.
May the Good Lord continue to bless
all of these fine people and their
families.
Nelson Zoch

Continues from Page 7
Officer Louis Lyndon Sander, was
SHOT AND KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY
in January, 1967. He and his brother
Kenneth were both cadets in Class
#31 in 1965. Kenneth continued
to serve HPD for a number of years
until he left to work with TCLEOSE
in Austin, Texas. Kenneth has since
passed away.
Officer Ben Eddie Gerhart was SHOT
AND KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY in
1968. Ben was in Class #9 in 1953
and joined HPD to serve with his
brother Henry, who had joined HPD
by way of Class #4 in 1950. Henry
continued on with HPD sixteen years
after his brother’s tragic death and
retired in 1984. Henry passed away
in 2008.
Officer Robert Lee was SHOT AND
KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY on
January 31, 1971. He joined HPD in
Class #39 in December, 1968. His
brother, Larry G. Lee, followed his
older brother to HPD in Class #43
and was a rookie night shift Officer
on that terrible night that his brother
was killed. Larry retired in 1990 and
passed away in 2016.

Officer Claude Ronnie Beck LOST
HIS LIFE IN THE LINE OF DUTY on
December 10, 197. -Ronnie joined
HPD in Class #35 in 1967. His wife
of only eighteen days, Sheila, later
joined HPD but resigned after serving
only a short time.
Officer Kathleen Schaefer was SHOT
AND KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY in
1982. She joined HPD Class #89 in
1980 after her husband, Lieutenant
Lyndon Wade Schaefer had already
served thirteen years with HPD. He
retired later and passed away shortly
thereafter in 1990. Kathleen’s Dad
was retired (now Deceased) HPD
Officer Harry Cochran.
Officer Frank Manuel Cantu Jr. was
KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY in 2004.
He became one of Houston’s finest
by way of Class #114 in 1983. His
Father, Frank Cantu, served HPD
from 1972-1993.
There are numerous histories of the
sons and other family members of
HPD Officers joining HPD. Fortunately,
they did not always involve LINE OF
DUTY DEATHS.

In fact, when this author joined HPD
by way of Class #37 in 1968, there
were four cadets in my class that
were sons of active HPD Officers.
Also, when I joined HPD, it was with
the knowledge that two of my
brothers, Leroy and Herman, had
been with HPD for twelve-thirteen
years already and both had been
involved in shootings while on
duty. Whether the exciting capers
they recalled while we were fishing
or hunting together caused me
to follow in their footsteps, well, I
honestly do not recall some fifty-two
years later.
However, one thing is clear and
I believe all of the situations
described in this story will bear that
out. Knowledge of the danger of
the job has not and likely never will
deter someone from entering the
law enforcement profession.
Our hats should be off to those
who experienced such significant
personal losses and either joined to
serve or continued to serve in their
chosen professions.
Nelson J. Zoch
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FEBRUARY
1, 1986
5, 1943
6, 1936
6, 1945
4, 1938
7,		
11, 1943
12, 1993
17, 1948
20, 1952
21, 1934
27, 1965

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Ken and Reidun Hilleman
Clarence Hightower
Delia Delano
Nelson J. Zoch
Willian Sanders
James O. (J.O.) Parker
Charles Niemeier
Bobbie Gene and Carmen Lott
Terri Grossman
R. Hal and Jimmy Watson
Nelson Foehner
Carolyn and Ken Maniscalco

EDITOR’S NOTE: Information on birthdays and anniversaries is only
printed at the request of the members involved. The requestor is
totally responsible for the accuracy of said information.

MARCH

1, 1946
5, 1999
6, 1945
7, 1949
7, 1970
8, 1949
12, 1950
12, 1965
17. 1973
20, 1962
21		
21, 1975
23. 1991
24		
28, 1953
29		
31, 1945

Jack Grossman
Allen and Mary Lou Tharling
Ken Maniscalco
Kathryn L. (Lavonda) Panzer
Terri and Jack Grossman
Bill and Marie Fish
Eddie Pat Aldridge
Doug and Maudie Hamilton
Barbara and Don Cotten
Jeanet and Clarence Pietsch
Dorothy Ashby
Linda and Bill Morgan
Patsy and Ed Whitehead
Ruth Massey
Mary Sue Zoch
Jean Edwards
Roy Shepherd
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Membership Application and Benefits
information on page 25

MOBILE COP SHOP
Mobile Cop Shop

SINCE 1990

SUPPLIES FOR THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
mobilecopshop.com - for schedule
SPRING, TEXAS
(281) 353-5329

J.R. KNOTT
MOBILE (713) 822-8160

Law Enforcement prices on
Smith & Wesson and Sig Sauer
Duplicate badges -full or wallet size
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Dallas Police Chief David Brown
said this about his police officers
and the evil-tragedy that recently
occurred in Dallas, Texas: “They ran
towards gunfire when others were
running away.” I couldn’t help but
think how applicable that praise
was to the many life threatening
events that occurred throughout
my career in the Houston Police
Department (HPD).
With all the recent events occurring
in the past months it appears that
police officers have been targeted
by radical groups or individuals set
on destroying the police and our
American values. Police officers
traditionally have been referred
to as “the thin blue line” because
it is the police officer who stands
between good and evil, between
order and chaos.
On July 7, 2016, Dallas police
officers were assigned to maintain
order and prevent chaos at an antipolice protest. While performing
this assignment five police officers
were ambushed and killed. Seven
other police officers were wounded
in the ambush.

Continues on Page 20
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Information for Retirees
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Phase Down, Social Security Information, and Firearms Qualifications Guidelines

PHASE DOWN INFORMATION:
Per the Meet & Confer
Agreement, retirees on Phase Down may be eligible to use
their accumulated time to secure active city insurance rates
for up to four years if their accrued time allows. After four years,
the retiree must move to retiree insurance rates, even if they
are able to remain on Phase Down. The City does not send
out reminders; thus, at least one and a half months prior to the
time your active insurance expires, contact the COH-HR (*) to
complete the necessary paperwork for moving your deductions
from your Phase Down check to a HPOPS deduction. Failure to
do this can result in you losing your Health, Vision, and/or Dental
coverage. Retirees still on active insurance rates who are
completely ending their Phase Down period should do likewise.
Also, if a retiree opts out of active medical insurance during
Phase-Down, it may not be possible to opt-in at a later date.
Verify your personal situation and your proper course of action
in writing with COH H.R.

There is no longer a wait to allow active officers to qualify
first, so it is in your best interest to arrive approx. 30 minutes
early for paperwork completion, which is done in the old
Drivers Training Trailer (3rd door entrance). Remember to
send in your paperwork approx. two weeks before your
birthday month. You will then later be contacted by
Range personnel. Retirees can call 832-394-2500 with any
additional questions.
SOCIAL SECURITY WEP & GPO INFORMATION: In a recent
edition of the Retired Badge, there is a very long and
detailed article explaining the WINDFALL ELIMINATION
PROVISION (WEP) and the GOVERNMENT PENSION OFFSET
(GPO), and what retirees can do to assist in getting these
terrible measures repealed. Without repeating everything
therein, if you didn’t read the article, we encourage you
to visit the HPROA website and access the link to the
archived 2019 June-July edition of the Retired Badge (see
the article on page 22).

*see insert in this paper titled: “City of Houston Human
Resources Insurance Department Contact Numbers”
FIREARMS QUALIFICATION GUIDELINES
Firearms qualification for retirees has been moved to the Indoor
Range at the Academy. Retirees can shoot the line at 11am
Monday to Friday.

Chrysler • Jeep • Dodge • Ram

Call President Alan Helfman

President Alan Helfman
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Continues from Page 18
While family and friends mourned
the tragic deaths of these brave
Dallas police officers, another
warrantless attack on the police
occurred in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
In this attack, three police officers
were ambushed and killed. Three
other police officers were wounded
by a radical gunman with no regard
for human life. From all accounts,
each police officer responding to
this scene fought bravely until the
very end.
The tragic events of July demonstrate
how important the police officer is
in maintaining an orderly society.
Standing between good and evil
the “thin blue line” was damaged,
but not broken and from these
tragedies came an out pouring of
support for our police officers.

Police
officers
have
always
experienced gun related deaths, but
never to the extent as in recent years.
Thanks to Nelson J. Zoch’s book Fallen
Heroes of the Bayou City, we can
read about Houston police officers
who gave their lives for a job they
took very serious.
At the close of 2014, the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund
reported gun related deaths of U.S.
law enforcement officers rose by 56
percent compared to the previous
year, with about one-third of those
officers being killed in ambushes.
According to the report, the most
deadly states were California, Texas,
New York, Florida and Georgia.
According to their statistics fifteen
officers were shot and killed in an
ambush during 2014, more than any
other circumstance of fatal shootings.

Our police officers are under more
scrutiny than ever before. Cameras
are constantly recording a police
officer’s ever move. Each time a
Houston police officer is required to
use deadly force he is subjected to
numerous investigations by the Harris
County District Attorney’s Office, the
HPD Homicide Division, HPD Internal
Affairs Division and a Harris County
Grand Jury.
In some cases the Federal Bureau of
Investigations and a federal grand
jury also join in the investigation. It
is not uncommon for the media to
also join in questioning the police
officer’s every move.
When a police officer is forced to
take a human life the experience is
extremely traumatic. It is something
you never forget and even after
countless years the memory of the
event is as fresh in your mind as if it
just occurred.
On Friday night, November 10,
1972, Steven L. Clappart, a friend I
have known since high school, was
forced to take a human life and he
still recalls in detail the events of that
night. Steve and his partner Jerry L.
Wright were riding unit 620 on the
night shift when they on-viewed an
auto theft and shooting.
Steve and Jerry were at Richmond
and Mandell waiting for a traffic
light, at approximately 11:40 p.m.
Their attention was drawn to a blue
car spinning its tires in the U-tote-em
parking lot. They observed the car
back up and leave the parking lot
going south on Mandell at a high
rate of speed.

Continues on Page 22
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Insurance Contact Information
RETIREE RESOURCES - Main Number
832.393.6000
Option #2
retireebenefits@Houstontx.gov
CIGNA
832.393.6191
(local)		
832.393.6192
832.393.6193
800.997.1406
(national)
www.cigna.com
www.mycigna.com

DELTA DENTAL
832.393.6157
For contacting and searching for a dentist
DHMO			 844.282.7637
DPPO			 855.242.1549
deltadentalins.com/
cityofhoustonbenefits.org
LIFE INSURANCE (through City of Houston)
832.393.6000

Due to the lack of personnel and others on leave, just leave your information on the voice
mail. It may take a few days for a representative to return your call.
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Continues from Page 20
They observed a white male
chasing another white male toward
the vehicle which stopped to wait
for the white male. Steve and Jerry
immediately headed toward the
disturbance and saw the white
male wearing red trousers catch
up to the other white male wearing
dark pants. Jerry stopped the patrol
car behind the blue car and the two
white males were illuminated by the
patrol car’s headlights.
Steve saw the white male in the dark
pants had a large caliber pistol and
he saw him shoot the male wearing
the red pants. After shooting the
victim he turned to run as Steve was
getting out of the patrol car. Steve
yelled for the male with the gun to
stop.
The male then turned and raised
the gun to shoot. Steve fired six
rounds at the suspect, who fell to
the ground after Steve’s final shot.
The suspect was still gripping the
pistol in his hand.
The events of that Friday night
unfolded so quickly and Steve
only had split seconds to react to
a suspect pointing a .44 magnum
pistol at him. Had Steve hesitated
things might have ended differently
and Nelson might have written
about Steve in his book.
Today, the radicals use police
shootings to justify protests, riots
and chaos. The media refers to
many shootings as questionable
and everyone reacts before the
investigation into the shooting is
completed. A police officer has
never faced the scrutiny they now
face with everyone second guessing
whether deadly force was justified.
In 1972, Houston Homicide Division
investigated every police shooting
and their investigations were very
thorough and complete.

Detective J.W. “Moose” Clampitte
and Detective Johnny L. Bonds
were assigned to investigate Steve’s
shooting and they found Steve fired
his weapon in defense of his life and
had no other alternative.
The male in the red pants was
identified as Rodolfo L. Davila and
interviewed at the hospital by
Officer W.H. Dodson and Officer
J.W. Cashion. Mr. Davila sustained
a gunshot wound to his right leg just
above the knee and was admitted
to Northwest Memorial Hospital.
Mr. Davila told officers he had driven
the blue ‘68 Impala to the U-toteem to buy a pack of cigarettes.
Because of a mechanical problem,
he left the car running in front of the
store with the headlights on. As he
was coming out of the store he saw
a male backing up his vehicle at
a high rate of speed and out onto
Mandel Street. The car drove about
50 yards and then stopped.
Mr. Davila saw another male running
to the car and he ran after this
male. He was able to catch him as
they got to the car. When Mr. Davila
grabbed the male by the shoulder,
the suspect turned with a large gun
in his hand and fired once.
Mr. Davila fell to the ground and
crawled under a car parked in the
street. He saw an officer arriving and
heard what he believed to be four
shots but he could not see who was
firing the shots.
The suspect with the gun was Gary
Dale McBride, who was 21 years old
at the time of his death. McBride
died at Ben Taub Hospital from a
gunshot wound to his head. From
where he fell, he was approximately
50 feet from Steve when he raised
the gun to kill a cop. At the time, he
was on probation and had several
arrests dating back to November
14, 1970.

The driver of the stolen car was
Michael “Mike” Cogburn and he
fled the scene in the car when the
shooting started. A short time after
the shooting, Officer D. O. Morgan
found the car abandoned at
Woodhead and Banks. The car had
five bullet holes in the right rear of
the car. This was the area where
McBride had been standing when
he pointed the gun at Steve.
On December 7, 1990, the common
law wife of Cogburn wrote an
interesting letter to Steve about
what she knew about the incident.
She said that Cogburn never
straightened up and was later killed
in a DWI accident.
In her letter she wanted to assure
Steve that he had no other choice
in taking her friend’s life. She told
how her on life at the time was
clouded with drugs and running
with the wrong crowd of people.
She credited Steve’s actions with
helping her realize her life needed
to change.

Continues on Page 23
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In her letter she wrote, “Suddenly,
all this crap - the drugs, the guns,
the characters, the parties started
to look a little more like the hell they
really were.” While writing about the
gun she wrote, “Everyone that knew
him knew that thing would get him
killed. You just drew the high card.
I’m sorry.”
At the time of the incident she was
pretty strung out living in a Chevy
Vega with four other strung out junkies.

She claims she turned her life around,
got away from the drugs and the
crowd she was hanging around
and went back to college. From all
accounts it appears she is living a
very successful and productive life.
As she said in her letter, “This is a
happy ending - so far.”

Things were a lot different back
then and some things remain the
same. Jerry and Steve went toward
the disturbance very much like the
Dallas policemen who ran toward
the shooting.

As I reminisced with Steve about this
shooting, I decided it is a story that
should be shared

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

This is Your
Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed
and encouraged to submit articles for publication in
this newspaper. Opinions, events, war stories, family
announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our
members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect
your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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A Blast from the Past - 1956
Bridge Collapse in Waller County

On January 20, 1956, a tragic accident occurred near
Hempstead, Texas, when a bridge over the Brazos
River collapsed. The accident occurred Friday tossing
thirteen construction workers into the water. Five
were injured in the fall while three were unhurt. Five
construction workers were determined to be missing
after the collapse.
Houston Police Department divers were sent to the
scene to assist in the recovery of the missing. They
were Sergeant (later Captain) Earl Maughmer, E.R.
(Ray) Goodnight (later Lieutenant, and Jimmy Jones
(later Detective). Jones recovered the first body
Saturday morning and the other two were recovered
late Saturday by members of the Bellville Volunteer Fire
Department, who were dragging the river bottom.

Divers who tackled the cold, mud, and debris of the
river waters said it is virtually impossible to find anything
in the mess.
Editor’s note: It is unknown how these three HPD
members came to be involved in this rescue and
recovery mission. Were they dispatched to Waller
County or did they participate on their own. If anyone
involved with the Dive Team has any further knowledge
of how this came to be, please contact me. It appears
that this was an extremely dangerous assignment with
the conditions previously described.

Killed in the Line of Duty
March

February
19, 1921			
24. 1954			
23, 1960			
18, 1965			
23, 1983			
18, 1988			

Johnnie Davidson
Fred Maddox Jr.
Gonzalo Q. Gonzales
Herbert N. Planer
Charles Robert Coates
Andrew Winzer

10, 1860			
17, 1882			
15, 1891			
14, 1928			
9. 1935			
24, 1938			
20, 1959			
8, 1963			
29, 1982			
29, 1982			
7, 2002			
26, 2004			

C. Edward Foley
Richard Snow
James Fenn
Carl Greene
Rempsey Sullivan
Marion E. Palmer
Claude E. Branon
James T. Walker
Winston J. Rawlins
William E. Deleon
Keith A. Dees
Francisco Cantu
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WE REMEMBER

IN MEMORIUM
WITH PRIDE

MARCH

FEBRUARY
2, 2007		

David Muskiet

2, 2006		

Gary L. Leslie

Arthur M. Gibson

1, 1983		

Nathan G. Brumley

18, 2014		

Larry J. Wilrich

Michael L. Whitmore

1, 2014		

Eli F. Uresti

18, 2016		

Ruby M. Stone

2, 2000		

Jimmy Marquis

4, 2006		

R.E. Smith

19, 2005		

Lawrence Newcomb

2, 2007		

Charles McRae

19, 2002		

Jean David Davis

19, 2018		

John Henry Cloyes

2, 2007		

Frankie Sembera

19, 2008		

John Earl Ruchti

4, 2008		

Henry E. Gerhart

4, 2008		

Malcolm W. Hicks

20, 2012		

Larry G. Hooper

2, 2008		

Billy J. Willoughby

19, 2013		

Charles F. Epperson

20, 2012		

William R. Elsbury Sr.

3, 2005		

Tommy D. Crawford

4, 2011		

19, 2005		

Bill S. Malinowski

William A. Nichols

20, 2013		

Carroll R. Wagner

3, 2008		

Charles A. Bullock

20, 2002		

Eddie Hodges

6. 2005		

Timothy Nelson Lucas

21, 2012		

Terry Collman

3, 2019		

Bennie M. Finch

20, 2012		

Delma Eugene Lee

6, 2016		

James K. Campbell

22, 2004		

Benny L. Alcorn

4, 1984		

C. Kenneth Waycott

21, 2019		

Alfonse A. Baker Jr.

7, 2009		

Ike Shelburne

22, 2009		

Donald Mason Cook

4, 2005		

Daniel Pugh

22. 2000		

John R. McDonald

7, 2018		

Richard A. Blevins Sr.

22, 2014		

John W. (Jack) Harris

4, 2017		

Donald I. Baker

22, 2008		

Gerald L. Burke

8, 2002		

Joe Ray Jeffcoat

22, 2015		

Gilbert R, Faust

5, 2016		

Ernest G. Bertram

22, 2009		

Richard A. Rogers

8, 2008		

Bobby R. Little

23, 2008		

Reid A. Woodruff

5, 2016		

Richard Delano

22, 2016		

Jerry M. Strait

8, 2009		

Joe B. Davis

24, 2011		

Joe L. Oatis

6, 1995		

C.L. Albertson

23, 2009		

Robert E.Luther

9, 2003		

Melvin Clemons

24, 2011		

Eugene E. Babb

7, 2002		

Robert J. (Joe) Clark

23, 2011		

Claudia Susan White

9, 2013		

Robert Riemenschneider

25, 2000		

Wayne Hankins

8, 1992		

Frank C. Crittenden

24, 2003		

John W. Biggs

11, 1996		

A.M. Biamonte

25, 2004		

F.H. Scott

8, 2011		

Weldon Markert

24, 2005		

Lynn Higgins

11, 2017		

Lawrence Trepagnier

26, 2006		

Dalton M. Baskin

8, 2017		

Jerry W. Carpenter

24, 2012		

Joe Dan McGill

12, 2005		

Jordan C. Goff Sr.

26, 2006		

Jimmy Cullar

9, 1984		

R.W. Hope

25, 2004		

Frank Cantu

12, 2016		

George L. Machac

26, 2018		

Dean X. Ryan

10, 2004		

Cleve Calhoun

25, 2010		

Joseph F. Lanza

13, 2002		

August M. Luchak

27, 2009		

Frank O’Neil

11, 2007		

Anthony Colca

25, 2018		

Ronald Wizinsky

13, 2001		

Clifton O. Warren

28, 1998		

J.W. Kindred

12, 2008		

V.A. Rodriguez

26, 2001		

Edward J. Stringfellow

13, 2007		

James Elmer Harrell

28, 2003		

A.L. (Roy) Cooper

12, 2016		

Jerry L. Wright

26, 2001		

Vernon Wayne West

13, 2009		

Louis Elliott Sr.

14, 2009		

Billy Guy Ripley

26, 2016		

Raymond V. Garcia

14, 2006		

George W. Walker

15. 1997		

C.B. Terpstra

27, 2009		

Chester B. Massey

15, 2007		

James E. Harrell

15, 2017		

Charles M. Leonard Jr.

27, 2017		

Ellis J. Freitag

15, 2008		

Rene Verot Jr.

16, 2003		

Linwood W. Fowler Jr.

28, 1988		

W.M. Friedrich

16, 1995		

Pete Christian Jr.

16, 2007		

Patrick Wayne McGill

29, 2003		

Emerson E. Romoser

16, 2000		

George H. Bush

16, 2011		

James W. Maddox

29, 2019		

David N. White

16, 2007		

Floyd McDonald

16, 2012		

Carl Kulhanek Sr.

30, 2007		

Michael L. Howard

16, 2009		

Robert F. Foulis Jr.

16, 2014		

Jay Boyd Sills

30, 2019		

Marion A. Kasowski

16, 2010		

Danny J. McBee

16, 2016		

Roland E. English

31, 1984		

E.R. Goodnight

16, 2016		

Ray Collins

16, 2016		

Howard M. White

31, 2017		

Kenneth C. Ross

17, 2005		

Billy Morris Sims

16, 2019		

Phillip D. Tippen

17, 2006		

Barbara Dignowity

17, 2009		

Doyal G. Green

17, 2015		

Edward A. Campbell

18, 2009		

Joe B. Bradley

17, 2019		

James E. Tipton

18, 2011		

Herbert Foster

18, 2014		
19, 2003		

28, 2005		

Weldon J. Schultea
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Houston Police Retired Officers Association

Membership Application Form
WE REMEMBER

P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219
Phone/Fax (713) 802-2967 or 1-866-856-7252

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS NOT THE CORRECT FORM FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP
Name*: ______________________________________________

Employee Number*: ___________________________________

Spouse’s Name: ______________________________________

Your HPD Class Number*: ______________________________

Your Date of Birth*: ____________________________________

Your Date of Retirement*: ______________________________

Address*: _____________________________________________

City*: _________________________________________________

State*: ________________________________________________

Zip Code*: ____________________________________________

Home Phone*: ________________________________________

Cell Phone: ___________________________________________

Email Address*: _______________________________________

SS#* (Last 4#s)***_**_: __________________________________

Gender:

[__] Male

[__] Female

Referred by: ___________________________________________
Marital Status: [__] Married [__] Single [__] Widowed
If you are a widow and have remarried, please give
full name of deceased spouse:
_______________________________________________________
I am presently enrolled in the D.R.O.P. program:
[__] Yes
[__] No
Suggested membership is $100, ($75 yearly dues and a voluntary
contribution of $25 or more can be made to the PAC (Political
Action Committee fund), for a total of $100 or more. Yearly
membership will be renewable annually and a reminder will be
mailed to you prior to that date each year.
Add $40 for the TMPA Legal Defense Fund for those who want to
carry TMPA provided insurance for firearms coverage.
Members are required to be receiving a retirement benefit from
the Houston Police Officers Pension System, City of Houston, “(for
prior City Marshalls, Airport and Park Police Officers)” or presently
enrolled in HPD D.R.O.P and hereby apply for membership in
the HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION (HPROA).

Please give us your credit card information for payment,
or print form and send payment to the address shown at
top of form.
NOTE: MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE SUBMITTED TO
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON THE SECOND THURSDAY OF
EACH MONTH.
Once approved, you will receive your membership
package. Please allow 3-4 Weeks total from date the
application was submitted
Credit Card Information (All Fields Required)
Card Type: ____________________________________________
Cardholders First Name:________________________________
Cardholders Last Name: _______________________________
Credit Card Number: __________________________________
Exp. Date: ____________________________________________
Security code: ________________________________________
Billing Street Address: _________________________________

Please fill in amounts:

Billing City: ___________________________________________

Annual Dues			$75

Billing State: __________________________________________

PAC Donation			$______ ($25 Suggested Amount)

Billing Zip Code: ______________________________________

TMPA Legal Defense Fund		
If YES $40 fee			

Billing Country: _______________________________________

[__] Yes
$_______

Total Amount				$_______

[__] No

If you do not receive a reply from the HPROA Office within
10 days, please contact us (713) 802-2967
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HPROA Benefits

In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired
officers to have the same type of organized representation that
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired
officers an official organization to represent them regarding
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits.
The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization.
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being:
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.
The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from
within its membership and answers only to the membership of
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?
Membership Benefits
I. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension
benefits
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by sponsoring reunions
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception

IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of
deceased member
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607
E. Whitney.

RetiredBadge
THE

With Honor We Served . . .
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Houston Police Burial Fund Elects
Trustees & Amends Bylaws
By Jay Gause

The Houston Police Burial Fund held
its annual meeting on Thursday
January 9, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. at the
Knights of Columbus Hall located
at 607 E. Whitney in Houston,
Texas. Forty-three members were in
attendance.
Retired Officer Ignacio Garcia
was elected to Board of Trustee
position 8 and active Officer Mario
Escobedo was elected to position 9.
No member ran for Trustee position
7 but it is expected that the Board
of Trustees will appoint the current
Burial Fund administrator Glen
Juenke to this position at the March
meeting of the Board.

Two amendments to the Burial
Funds Bylaws were also passed.
The first amendment replaced the
old co-signed check requirement
with a new co-signed voucher
requirement to disburse funds. This
will allow the Burial Fund to make
use of modern electronic banking,
communication, and filing systems.
The second amendment gave
the general membership of the
Burial Fund the ability to authorize
special open enrollment periods to
allow officers who failed to join as
cadets another opportunity to join
the Burial Fund.

During the new business section
of the meeting, one motion
was discussed, amended, and
ultimately passed. The general
membership authorized a special
open enrollment period from April
1, 2020 through May 31, 2020.
The next meeting of the Board of
Trustees will be on March 5, 2020 at
12:30p.m. at the Board of Directors
room in the HPOU building, 1600
State Street, Houston. Members are
welcome to attend.
Jay Gause is the president of the Houston
Police Burial Fund.

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper.
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.
Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

Retiree Roundup
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Continues from Page 29
FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • PAT KAINER • MATTIE PROVOST • RAY SMITH • HENRY CHAVEZ • TIM DILLON
There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance.

DECEMBER 2019
Nelson Foehner: (12-2-19) Foehner
reports that a recent PET scan
revealed that except for an area of
the upper right arm and shoulder, all
other earlier areas of involved and
affected tissue have substantially
or totally been resolved by chemo
therapy. We will continue with three
more treatments after which another
PET scan will be scheduled. He invites
all Prayer Warriors to remain steadfast
in prayers for him and others fighting
this dreaded disease.
Joe Scerbo: (12-8-19 rh) We were
notified today by Wayne Black that
his friend and HPROA member Joe
Scerbo is extremely ill. We contacted
Joe’s wife Mary and she stated he
has been suffering with COPD for
a number of years, but it has now
become severe. He was hospitalized
back in September and when he was
released from the hospital he was
brought to his home in Cypress under
the care of his loving wife. Please lift
up prayers for Joe and Mary.
NOTE: Joe passed away on December
21.
Audrey “Wade” Sanford: (12-10-19
nf) Wade is a patient at St. Luke’s
Hospital being treated for lung and
brain cancer. He is unresponsive on life
support.. No visitors or phone calls at
this time. Urgent request for all Warriors
to lift up their prayers for Wade and
wife, Teri.

UPDATE: (12-26-19 nf) Wife, Teri,
reports that Wade was released
from St. Luke’s hospital last Friday
and is now in Hospice care at
home. Wade requires 24/7 care
which Teri, family, and neighbors are
providing. The prognosis for Wade
is 2 to 6 months. Lift up your prayers
for Wade and maybe send he & Teri
a Christmas card at 27210 Stetson
Circle, Magnolia, Texas 77355.
Sal Gambino Sr: ( 12-11-19 rh)
Barbara Cotton notified us of an
update on Sal. She advised he is
now at home under hospice care
with Sue Gaines being his volunteer.
Hospice is adjusting his meds to help
his pain level. Sal still welcomes all
phone calls from his fellow officers
and friends. On Monday the 16th,
Sue and Barbara are going to their
house for Sue to visit with Sal while
Barbara takes Patty, his wife, to the
doctor for her check up. Please
continue to keep Sal and Patty in
your prayers.

Mike Gann: (12-2-19 nf) Mike was
admitted to Methodist HospitalWoodlands late Friday evening due
to weakness and dehydration. (12-1219 rh) Roy Slay advised that Mike has
been placed on hospice care and
he has been moved from the hospital
to Care Cottages, an assisted living
and full care facility located at 14450
Longstreet Rd, Willis, Txexas 77318.
Mike can still have visitors and would
welcome them.
Roy requested that anyone having
questions regarding Mike, to please
call him call him at 713-569-6521.
Please lift up prayers for Mike and his
family.
(UPDATE) Mike passed away on 1218-19. Please lift up prayers for Mike’s
family..

NOTE: Sal passed away on 1/16/2020.
Harold Krause: (12-17-19 nf) We
visited with Harold today by phone
and he reports that his recent scans
show him clear of any remaining
cancer and in remission. We
rejoice with Harold and pray for his
continued good health

Continues on Page 30
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Continues from Page 29

Forrest
Turbevbille:
(12-19-19
nf) Forrest is being admitted to
Willowbrook
Methodist
Hospital
this evening with weakness, light
headed and pain in abdominal
area. He was being treated out
patient with kidney stones.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF
DECEMBER 2019

(12-20-19 nf) Forrest remains in
Willowbrook Methodist, 713-7370329, Room 3229, diagnosed with a
intestinal infection. He will likely be
there 2-3 days on antibiotics. He
invites your prayers, phone calls or
visits.

Beatrice R. Garcia,
mother-in-law of member Keith R.
Schirck,
December 7, 2019

(12-21-19 nf) Forrest was released
from the hospital this afternoon and
is at home recovering and taking
antibiotics to clear up his infection.
Continue to remember Forrest in
your daily prayers.

Gizelle Solorio, December 19, 2019

Irene Mouser: (12-26-19 nf) Wife
of deceased Chief of Police Leroy
Mouser is now in home hospice
care. Ms. Mouser lives on Elkins Lake
in the Huntsvile area now 91 years of
age. Her phone number is 936-2951863. She does screen her calls and
tires easily. Irene welcomes all our
prayers.
Ernie Mireles: (12-29-19 nf) Ernie is
now in home hospice care suffering
from kidney failure. He is taking calls
from close friends at 713-545-4069, if
no answer call his wife Chris at 713545-4030 and leave a message.
Give Ernie a call as we all lift up our
prayers for he and Chris.

Christopher L. Brewster,
died in Line of Duty,
December 7, 2019

Michael L. Gann, member,
December 18, 2019

Oscar Valverde, Jr., retired HCSO &
cousin of members Joann Rabago &
Ralph Gonzales,
December 23, 2019
Joseph Scerbo, member,
December 21, 2019

“Be strong and courageous. Do not
be afraid; do not be discouraged,
for the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go.” JOSHUA 1:9
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget
not all his benefits: Who forgives your
iniquities, Who heals all your diseases.
Psalm 103:2-3

JANUARY 2020
Sal Gambino: (1-3-20 nf) Pat reports
this afternoon that Sal’s health is
declining and visits are limited to
family. We welcome your prayers.

NOTE-SAL
1/15/2020.

PASSED

AWAY

ON

Betty Pierpont Mason: (1-7-20 rh)
M.D. Beall advised that Betty (HPROA
member), widow of Deceased
member L.R.P. Pierpont, has been
fighting liver cancer for a while now.
He just received an update from her.
She’s had the first part of the Y-90
procedure yesterday.
She didn’t
have to stay in the hospital but they
mapped the route to her liver tumor.
It grew 3cm since September. She
will have part 2 after the artery heals
which takes about 4 weeks. That’ll be
when they put the radiation implant in
the tumor. She should hear this week
if the Part 1 was in the acceptable
range to do Part 2. Please lift up
prayers for Betty.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF
JANUARY 2020

Janice McCord Ramsey, widow of
deceased member Edward Ramsey,
January 2, 2020
Aubrey

Wade Sanford, member,
January 3, 2020

Robert

H.
Warkentin,
member,
January 11, 2020

Geneva Ruth Morris, wife of member
Marvin “Pete” Morris, January 14, 2020
Salvador Anthony Gambino
member, January 15, 2020
Edgar Lee Willis, Thursday,
January 16, 2020

Sr.,

31

The Retired Badge February - March 2020 Edition

PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters,
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Our Committee Members are:
Forest Turbeville		

713-319-5466

Ron Headley

Nelson Foehner		

713-857-2924

Mattie Provost 		281-389-3122

Ray Smith 			

281-731-1588

Pat Kainer

		

281-642-6645

Henry Chavez			

281-687-8962

Tim Dillon

		

281-831-6771

		

713-253-5749

Blue and White Graveyard
By Charles R Martel
In the dead of night an errant breeze
drifts across the open lot adjacent to
the railroad tracks. From a distance,
a train whistle echoes a mournful
refrain...
Scattered about the weed-covered
asphalt are the remnants of once
proud road warriors, now left
abandoned, rusting, in various stages
of disrepair... Impalas, Polaras, Crown
Vics... Blue and Whites broken and
shattered from round-the-clock shifts,
24 hours a day. Odometers marking
the mileage of 100,000 or more. Tire
tread worn and flat. Dented fenders,
crumpled hoods, busted radiators...
A multi-band Motorola radio box
jarred loose beneath the dash. The
spiral cord of a microphone hanging
limp from a twisted rear-view mirror.
A crushed steering wheel bent out
of shape... The stale scent of human
excrement lingers, emanating from
the cage-enclosed back seat.

Shards of broken glass imbedded
in the floor boards. A bullet-riddled
windshield, a blood-stained door...
The sirens are now silent. The overhead
beacons no longer flash. Their shop
numbers faded, these once powerful
police package specials have seen
better days. But only a few feet away,
behind a cyclone fence, a new fleet
of units glisten underneath the harsh
glare of the fluorescent lights.
A
fresh coat of paint, blue and white,
adorned by a shield and the words
“Radio Patrol.” Ready for duty. Ready
to “S/O.” Above the din of freeway
traffic, the glow of the city skyline
awaits.
They’ll soon see action...
robbery calls, traffic stops, “fast ones,”
silent alarms, shootings and cuttings,
major accidents, intoxicated males,
family disturbances, assist the officer,
officer down... How long will they last?
How long will it be before they, too,
are put out to pasture or wrecked
beyond repair? How long do they
have before they join their colleagues
on the other side of the fence?

Does a strange parallel exist between
the uniformed occupants and their
law enforcement machines? Are they
forever linked, bonded together by
inextricable forces? Is there an answer
to these unfathomable questions... or
just the incessant sound of chirping
crickets that fills the damp night air?
Dedicated to the memory of Houston
Police Officer C. I. McWhorter who
was seriously injured in a squad car
accident when he was responding to
a burglary call on January 14, 1952.
Because of his injuries, “Mac” was
unable to return to active duty.. For
many years, over the airwaves on
police radios citywide, he was heard
saying “hello!” and wishing officers
well. Mac passed away in 1998 and
he is sorely missed.
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SYSTEM
UPGRADE
The Retired Badge is an official publication of
the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association
(HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the
supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors.
However, opinions expressed by individual
Board members or any other contributor in
this publication do not reflect the opinion
of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA.
Editorial submissions and other items of interest
from HPROA members are welcomed and
encouraged.
Commercial advertisements in The Retired
Badge are paid for by the contributors and
do not in any manner imply an endorsement,
warrant, or guarantee by the HPROA.
Editorial Policy:
The Retired Badge is published in by the
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association.
Materials submitted for publication are subject
to review by the board and to editing. All
photographs will be refunded if they have a self
addressed, stamped envelope included. The
Retired Badge is published in February, April,
June, August, October, and December by the
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association.
Materials submitted for publication are subject
to review by the board and to editing. All
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What you need to know for 2020!
Over the past year we’ve
been working on upgrading
the credit union’s core
operating system diligently
behind the scenes. Our new
core processing system will
allow us to fully integrate
your accounts, streamline
our processes, and help
serve us serve you and
all your financial needs
faster and more effectively.
In the coming months,
you will begin to receive
letters, emails and website
notices
regarding
the
system upgrade. Information
regarding your accounts,
debit cards and checks will be
just a few of the items we will
be addressing. We ask you to
please pay special attention
to these communications.
With our new system, we will
be able to offer you many
new features, functions and
capabilities. You’ll enjoy
quicker branch transactions,
speedier account openings
and more online convenience.
We continually strive to
improve
your
banking

experience, whether you’re
connecting with us through
our branches, call center,
online or mobile services.
The system upgrade will
provide
state-of-the-art
technology that will prepare
our credit union for the future
and will continue providing
you with the best possible
service. While an upgrade
of this caliber is a major
undertaking, we want to
make the transition as simple
and smooth as possible for
you.
We’re confident that any
short-term inconveniences
will be balanced by significant
long-term benefits. We’ve
gone through many changes
since HPCU began in 1937
with just 14 member-owners
and one small office in HPD’s
Property Room—but our
daily goal has remained the
same: to provide you, our
member-owners, with trusted
and reliable financial services
here at Houston Police Credit
Union.

Deadlines are the 18th of the odd-numbered
month and should be forwarded and received
by the Editor on that date.
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