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Line of Duty Death
HPD Officer Jason Michael Knox

On Saturday morning, May 2, 2020, 
I was awakened by a phone call 
advising me of the death of a 
Houston Police Officer during the 
night.  I learned further that Tactical 
Flight Officer Jason Michael Knox 
had been KILLED IN THE LINE OF 
DUTY as a result of an HPD helicopter 
crashing into or near an apartment 
project near the Greenspoint area 
of far North Houston.  

Additionally, while information was unclear, 
it was revealed that another Officer, Chase 
E. Cormier, the pilot, was critically injured 
and had been, along with Officer Knox, 
lifeflighted to a nearby hospital.  A terrible 
night for HPD was unfolding.

Officer Knox joined HPD in Academy Class 
#212 in 2011.  He is survived by his wife 
Keira Knox and two children, Cooper and 
Eliza.   He is also survived by his parents 
Former HPD Officer Mike Knox (Current 
City of Houston Councilman) and wife 
Helen.    

There has been no information released 
officially as to the cause of the crash.  
Reports of gunfire in the area were 
reported both before and after the crash.

A visitation was held at the First Baptist 
Church on Friday, May 8 from 5:00pm-
8:00pm.  A Celebration of Life was 
conducted at the same location with 
limited seating at 11:00am on Saturday, 
May 9, 2020.

Our prayers are with both Knox and 
Cormier families during these times.

Continues on Page 5

Nelson Paul Foehner,  1934-2020

May 2, 2020

It is very often said that when a 
person passes away, “we lost a good 
person today”.  This has never been 
more true than on Monday, April 20, 
2020, when Retired HPD Sergeant 
Nelson Paul Foehner succumbed 
to the terrible cancer he had been 
dealing with for several years.

Nelson joined HPD by way of 
Academy Class #27 on December 
28, 1962. 

During his twenty-eight years with 
HPD, he served in the Central Patrol 
Division (Criminal Investigator), 
Criminal Intelligence Division, and as 
Administrative Aide to three Chiefs 
of Police-B.G. Bond, Harry Caldwell 
and B.K. Johnson. He also served as a 
Supervisor in the Narcotics Division.  He 
retired on January 18, 1991.  Following 
his retirement, he worked for a number 
of years with the Harris County Precinct 
5 Constable’s Department.
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ANTHONY KIVELA

“Blessed are the peacekeepers, for they 
shall be called the children of God” 
Matthew 5:9

As police officers and believers, this 
scripture is the one we see most attributed 
to those who have worked in our profession.  
It’s also the profile picture I’ve always 
displayed on my Twitter and LinkedIn 
accounts.  Moreover, I even believe that 
it also applies to our loved ones who 
have supported us in this difficult career 
choice.   I mention this verse because I 
am in unceasing awe when I see so many 
examples of our members, these “Children 
of God”, continuing to serve others after a 
lifetime career of doing just that. 

Recently our HPROA president, Bob 
Barnard, openly penned a “Breaking 
News” article asking any HPROA member 
who needs assistance due to COVID 
issues to contact us with what we as an 
association could do to help.  I would never 
embarrass any member by writing about a 
particular request that was received as a 
result of that offer, but I will readily do the 
opposite.  Not surprisingly, a significant 
number of members stepped up and 
offered to do whatever was necessary to 
assist.  It was a repeat of what occurred 
when our members’ homes were flooded 
in Harvey and so many HPROA members 
went to their assistance.  It’s just what we 
do as servers!    

Within a few-day period after Bob asked 
if anybody needed assistance, James 
Koteras, Carol Trautwein, J. B. Haney, 
George Buenik, Phyllis Wunsche (twice!), Jim 
Hudson, Kyle Evans, Shelly Scheibe, Jim St. 
John, John Harlan, Sue Gaines, and forgive 
me if I failed to mention others, contacted 
us offering all different types of assistance. 
Whether it was obtaining donated surgical 
masks for our at-risk HPROA population, 
donating postage for mailing these masks 
to members, offering to drive members 
to appointments, make deliveries or to 
get food, or just mentioning “whatever is 
needed”, our thoughtful server-members 
quickly stepped up. 

While all this was occurring, Board 
Member Steve Toth spent considerable 
time personally contacting members 
who live in the Onalaska and Livingston 
areas to check on their welfare after the 
devastating tornado.  Thanks to all!

HPOPS
The HPROA Board of Directors and I 
constantly stress to our members that the 
retention of our earned pension benefit 
is the primary goal of our association.  
Because of the COVID pandemic 
and resulting market uncertainty and 
volitivity, we participate in a weekly 
business discussion with HPOPS in order to 
see if there is any news that our members 
need to be aware of.  What we have 
gleamed from these discussions thus far 
is important to report.  

The Mayor’s budget for the upcoming fiscal 
year has been submitted to City Council 
and the amount that the city has promised 
to fund is fully included in the budget – there 
are no deferrals on payments.  This came 
about because of the tremendous effort 
from the many participants who pushed 
for the 2017 pension legislation. Other than 
COVID staffing adjustments at HPOPS, 
the good news is that all HPOPS pension 
checks and PROP distributions have been 
going out on time.  Any member can call 
HPOPS during normal business hours at 
713-869-8734 and a real person will answer 
the phone!  Wills can still be written, and 
Richard Gable is still there offering financial 
planning…both at no charge.  Just keep in 
mind that because office renovations are 
in-progress, many routine pension activities 
may need to be handled over the phone.

DONATIONS
We have received many donations, some 
in memory of fallen brothers or sisters, some 
specifically to help fund the Family Assistance 
Committee, while others were simply for the 
HPROA to use where needed.  We realize that 
members have worked hard for their money.   
Our goal is to use any donation for the 
betterment of our members and we humbly 
thank each of you for your generosity. 

Anthony Kivela, Executive Director

The list of donors can be found on the 
website under the “Board Meeting 
Minutes” link.

IN CLOSING
Let’s get engaged!   Not as in a wedding, 
but socially.  Research has shown that it is 
the healthy thing to do, and we are here in 
order to give you an opportunity to do just 
that.  My vow when accepting this position 
was to be as available as possible to all of 
our members.  If you hear rumors, need 
information, or have positive -or- negative 
feedback…please feel free to contact me 
as follows:
• On my cell phone- it is my only phone 
number and the number is in our member’s 
directory, or 
•  Email at hproa.exec.dir@att.net or,
• FaceBook or LinkedIn under my name 
Anthony Kivela, Twitter @AnthonyKivela, or
•  FaceBook at the “Retired Houston Police 
Officers” closed and vetted group (send 
me an invite to join if you’re not a member).

God Bless, thank you for your service, and 
stay safe.
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A Message from Bob Barnard, President HPROA

Well,  Covid-19 has disrupted just 
about everything we have known 
as normal. We have not been able 
to have a membership meeting 
during April and May. The board 
has conducted business via tele-
conference for the last two months 
addressing many issues that always 
effect an organization of our size. 

We have increased our membership 
since last year to over 1800 members. 
Membership is one of our most 
important goals and reflects how an 
organization will flourish in the future. 
In our own neighborhood we seen 
have organizations like ours that are 
non profit fail, because of a failure to 
recruit younger members to carry on. 
I know most of you recall the Sacred 
Hearts Society, which served spaghetti 
and meatballs every Thursday from 
their location on East Whitney. All the 
politicians, police, fire and citizens 
packed the place to eat, and be 
seen. All the members of the Sacred 
Heart were volunteers, served food, 
ran the bar, cleaned up, and hosted 
parties for their members. They also 
rented the place out to organizations 
to hold parties.
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A couple of years ago the manager 
came to our board while we were 
having our meeting there, and told 
us that we could not meet there 
because they were shutting the 
facility down. We asked why, and his 
statement was, “Our members that 
volunteer are old, some are sick, we 
are not getting new members, and 
very few people are coming to eat 
on Thursdays.” They put the building 
up for sale, it stayed on the market for 
a few years until it sold.

I point this out for you to understand 
why we have to move forward with 
new police members as well as 
associate members. I retired from HPD 
in 1985, went to work as a civilian, and 
joined HPROA in 1994. I retired about 
three times as I was kept getting good 
job offers, and finally retired around 
2007. At this time I got interested in 
doing more for the association, and 
attended board meetings to observe 
the workings of the board. I became 
a board member about a year later. 
Steve was the PAC chairman as well 
as the President. At a PAC meeting 
Steve announced he would like 
someone to volunteer to take over 
his job as the chairman. There was 
about six or seven members on the 
committee and no one volunteered. 
I was new to the committee, Steve 
sounded desperate, so I volunteered. 
During the legislative sessions I have 
attended all of them with Bill on a 
part time basis as I felt it went hand in 
hand with the PAC.

The reason I have related the above 
information is that all members of 
our organization have to step up 
and recruit new members, police 
and associate members for our 
organization, or we can fall by the 
wayside like Sacred Hearts Society. 
We need to keep our organization 
strong for our spouses and to lobby at 
the legislature.

I am a firm believer that our board 
must be cross trained in all of our 
standing committee functions 
and we are working towards that 
goal at this time. While working 
with my good friend Bill Elkin at 
the legislature I learned how 
important that job is, and possibly 
the PAC fund might be our single 
most important fund to insure our 
ability to maintain relations with 
City Council, and the Texas House 
and Senate. 

In closing I want to thank 
every member for making our 
association as great as it is due 
to every one pulling together for 
a common bond. We are the 
biggest and best in Texas due to 
the continuing legacy from the 
members that came before us 
and passed on their tireless work 
ethic and Christian beliefs. Please 
remember your board and myself 
are here to help you.

God bless all, stay safe, and wear 
your masks.

Bob Barnard
President

Bob Barnard, President
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7 out of 10 – 
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are 
likely to need long term care services. ¹ 

Long Term Care Pays – 
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home, 
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an 
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily 
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available 
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

For Members and Their Families

Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in 
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary 
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise 
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve 
you if we know where you are. 

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252. 
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

What would happen to 
your retirement savings 
if you needed long term 
care???

For more information, 
call:
Garland Cole     512.327.3456
M.D. Beale          713.419.7455

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)

Address Change
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The HPROA has received information that some retired officers 
do not have access to purchasing surgical masks, nor do other 
retirees have the resources to hand-make them.  Due to COVID 
concerns, the City of Houston implemented a surgical mask 
program that specifically targets senior citizens and other at-risk 
vulnerable people.  Many members of the HPROA are in this high-
risk category and accordingly, more subject to the COVID virus.

HPROA members George Buenik and Jim Hudson were 
instrumental in getting the HPROA’s mask request submitted to 
the City of Houston Mayor’s Office, and ultimately approved. 
Flash forward: a number of masks have been delivered to the 
HPROA and your Board of Directors has unanimously decided 
to immediately distribute them at no cost to members.  

The first step will be simply letting us know that you need the 
masks.  There are no forms, income requirements, or applications 
to complete, just let us know where to mail them. The HPROA 
will mail surgical masks to any retiree who wants them for their 
household and will absorb all costs associated with handling 
and mailing masks to its members.  

This is possible due to generous donations other members have 
made for this purpose. 

HPROA Board Members Shelly Scheibe and Jim St. John, along 
with Member John Harlan, have volunteered to coordinate 
getting the masks to any member who needs them.  At this time, 
we are limiting requests to (5) masks per member.  Nevertheless, 
if you later need more masks and if they are available, another 
request can be submitted.    

To get your masks mailed to you ASAP, email Shelly at 
shellyscheibe@aol.com , or Jim at pmcbsj@consolidated.
net with the address that you want the masks sent to. PLEASE 
EMAIL ONLY ONE OF THESE. If you don’t have email access, 
you can call Jim at (936) 321-4990.  The masks will be sent to 
you at no cost. 

Thank you for being an HPROA Member, and Stay Safe,  
HPROA BOARD of DIRECTORS

He was also a United States Army veteran and had served his 
country in Korea near the end of that war.

During Nelson’s  career with H.P.D. he was a natural leader 
and was respected by all, superiors, subordinates, and peers. 
His wisdom, kind nature, and respect for others was always 
evident. One of the officers that worked with him in Narcotics 
said that “he was the type supervisor that made you want to 
do the best job possible.”   
 
When Nelson first became involved with the HPROA, he began 
by serving on the Board of Directors and also as Treasurer for 
several terms.  However, his true talents came into view when 
he joined the Family Assistance Committee.

His natural leadership, consideration, and lifetime of commitment 
to serving others continued after his law enforcement career in 
his lengthy service to the Family Assistance Committee of the 
HPROA.  He served under the tutelage of FAC Chairman Forrest 
Turbeville and went above and beyond the call of duty in that 
capacity. When the health of both Forrest and his wife Sue 
Turbeville began to take its toll, there was no question who was 
stepping up to take up any slack there might have been.

Nelson, in his own quiet and professional manner, made many 
Memorial Plaque presentations at the funerals of HPD Officers.  
Regarding this Plaque, I personally recall serving on an HPROA 
committee when the idea of this Plaque was first discussed.  
President Ken DeFoor led this committee with Foehner, Henry 
Pressley, Jerry Bench and myself serving on it.  We met on three 
or four occasions.  We kicked around a number of ideas and 
finally decided on what we had in mind.  Jerry had access to 
a commercial artist at his place of employment who drew up a 
design which we all approved of.  The initiation of this plaque 
has been well received by many families, including my own.  I 
am not sure what year this was, but I am certain that it was prior 
to my retirement in 2004.

Over the years, Nelson became the unofficial leader of the 
Family Assistance Committee.  He coordinated the presentations 
and actually made numerous plaque presentations, made 
hundreds of calls to members with health issues, and delivered 
countless items of medical equipment to members in need.  
He was wise to continue with Doug Bostock and Ray Smith as 
active members of this group who went above and beyond 
the call of volunteer duty to assist Officers and families with any 
need they might have. 

Continues from Page 1

No-Cost Surgical Masks Available for 
HPROA Members
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On August 24, 1956, HPD Officer Robert 
Joseph (Bobby Joe) Schultea was SHOT 
AND KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY.  He 
and his partner, Officer H. L. (Lamar) 
Kimble, were working a Vice Operation 
in the 4300 block of Navigation when, 
in the process of making an arrest, 
a female bartender shot and killed 
Officer Schultea. For more details of that 
tragedy, see the LINE OF DUTY STORY of 
that tragedy in this issue as it was written 
and previously published in the book, 
FALLEN HEROES OF THE BAYOU CITY.

Officer Schultea had joined HPD in 
Class #11 just two years prior in 1954.  
He was survived by his wife, Mrs. 
Jimmie Schultea, eight-year-old son 
Patrick, his parents, one sister, and 
four brothers.  He was a veteran of the 
United States Marine Corps.

At the time of his death, applications 
were being taken for the upcoming 
HPD Class #15, which was to begin in 
three weeks.  Mrs. Jimmie Schultea and 
Officer Schultea’s brother Weldon had 
already been accepted for training 
in this class.  After this tragic death, 
both were more determined than ever 
to continue their pursuit of being a 
Houston Police Officer.

Weldon served for twenty-five years 
and retired in 1982.   He passed away 
in 2005.   Mrs. Jimmie Schultea served 
her entire twenty-two year career 
in the Juvenile Division investigating 
sex crimes and retired in 1979.   She 
passed away on April 21, 2020 at 
the age of ninety-three.  See the 
following Memorial prepared by 
Retired HPD Officer James B. Haney 
for FIND A GRAVE:

She is survived by her son Patrick 
Schultea and two daughters-Jackie 
Reid McCarra and Tara Reid Ray.  Also 
surviving her are seven grandchildren 
and six great grandchildren.  Jimmie 
was in the second graduating class 
of policewomen in the history of HPD.  
She participated in many interesting 
investigations even going undercover 
on occasion.  Jimmie was a mainstay 
of the HPD Juvenile Division.

Her love of Texas history was deep.  
Jimmie was proud to be a direct 
descendant of empresario Green 
Devitt and his wife, Sarah Sealy 
Devitt.  The famous “Come and 
Take it” battle flag was made from a 
family wedding dress.  

In Memory of Retired Officer 
Jimmie Florence Schultea Reid Wootten

Continues on Page 9

Jimmie was a devoted member of the 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas 
and also a member of the Simonton 
Community Church. 

Jimmie was widowed three times after 
her marriages to Robert Schultea, 
Harold Reid, and Franklin Wootten.  Her 
death occurred during the time of the 
Coronavirus of 2020.  She lived to be 93 
years, 6 months, and 23 days.

J.B. Haney and Nelson J. Zoch
May 11, 2020

Continues from Page 5

He was also wise to bring in Ron Headley 
and Pat Kainer (an Associate member) 
to be a part of this committee.  Later, 
as Doug Bostock and Forrest had to 
pretty well bow out of their duties, he 
also brought in Mattie Provost, Tim Dillon 
and Henry Chavez.  All were the result 
of Nelson Foehner continuing to guide 
this group of fine men and women.  
Ron Headley is and has been leading 
the committee during Nelson’s lengthy 
illness and ultimate death.  

However, Ron stated even in 
Nelson’s final months he continued 
to make phone calls to members 
with illnesses, posted updates, and 
guided the FAC Committee.

Due to gathering limitations as a 
result of the Covad-19 virus, a limited 
graveside service was held at 11:00am 
on Thursday, April 23, 2020, at the Klein 
Memorial Park at 32539 State Highway 
249 in Tomball.  Plans are to have a 
Memorial Service to honor Nelson’s life 
of service at a later date.

He is survived by his wife, Sue Stewart 
Foehner and his three children-Melissa 
Ruland and her husband Tommy 
(both Retired HPD Sergeants); Sarah 
Hardcastle and husband Scott; and 
Steven Foehner and wife Liz.  Also, 
by two stepchildren-Gary Brautigan 
and wife Patricia; and Rita Kargol and 
husband Jeff.  He is also survived by 
his grandchildren Emma and Mary 
Ruland, Katie and Nathan Foehner, 
Bryce and Reagan Brautigan, and 
Benjamin and Rachel Kargol. 



Long, long ago in the Land of Good 
stood men of vision, determination, 
and faith.  They envisioned a better 
world for themselves and their 
brothers.  These men of goodness 
recognized the forthcoming task as 
a threat to their profession but also 
recognized the need for change.  
These men wanted for themselves and 
their brothers security, stability, and 
respect.  The men of good agreed to 
form under a banner called HPOA. 

Those men and those who followed- 
Earl Maughmer, John Irwin, Breck 
Porter, B.M. “Red” Squyers, J.. L. 
Yarbrough, Julius Knigge, R. C. Rich, 
Bill Elkin, A.J. Burke, B.J. Rogers, J.C. 
Bankston, Mark Clark, J.M. Albright, 
David Collier, E.R. Goodnight, David 
Sheetz, and many more, were assisted 
along the way by many more men 
and women of good.  
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From the Entertainment Committee
Hello Retiree and Friends,

We do not have much to report on this 
article, but we did want to pass on some 
information.

Unfortunately, all our planned events 
this year have not happened due to the 
Corona Virus. We are still planning on 
having the Surviving Spouse Luncheon 
but do not know when. Guide lines must 
be followed about gatherings.  All ladies 
that returned their RSVP will be notified 
individually when the time comes.

We are hoping to have our 
Fredericksburg Reunion.  The date 
is October 17, 2020 at The Pioneer 
Pavilion located at Lady Bird 
Johnson Park in Fredericksburg.  
Hope the weather is nice by then.  
We do ask to please start looking 
around your household and see if 
there is something you no longer 
need and is still in good condition to 
perhaps consider  donating it to our 
Silent Auction.

Just take your item with you on the day 
of the Reunion.  All is appreciated and 
the proceeds from the Auction go to 
our HPROA. Thank you in advance for 
your generosity.

To all Dads,  HAPPY FATHERS DAY!!!

Stay safe and healthy.
Rosalie and Matt Potell

Land of Good
To mention a few, W.G. Eickenhorst, 
C.C. Connell, Leroy Zoch, J.W. Defoor, 
David Galindo, Jim Hudson, D.A. 
Miller, Bennie Jordy, Wilford Navarro, 
J.J. Berry, E.R. Williams, E.J. Smith, and 
many, many more.  The first original 
leaders of HPOA formed for the 
betterment of the gladiators of that 
period also worked to introduce civil 
service (1269 M) and were recognized 
throughout the regions and beyond.  

The HPOA after many years evolved 
into the HPOU and from the core 
group and firm base established by 
the original men of good, the men 
and women of HPOU, as visionaries, 
continued to stand firm in dedication 
for goodness and fairness for men 
and women of the Land of Good.  

The men and women of both 
organiations inspired others to form 
additional groups.  The HPROA, for 
example, as a group of visionaries 
continues to represent and inform the 
men and women of good beyond 
their service years. 

With that, an invitation, if you care 
to learn more about the men and 
women of good, come every 
second Thursday at 9:30 a.m. to 
the K.C. Hall on Whitney just west of 
Airline and I-45.  You will surely meet 
friends, coworkers and the leaders 
and volunteers of the HPROA.

Til next time,

E.J.
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4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801 
RiverOaksChrysler.com

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.

HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

HELFMAN 
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com

Open Mon - Sat

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com

713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award
2012 • 2013 • 2014

HELFMAN
DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

Call
Alan Helfman

713-533-6100
HelfmanFiat.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN
FIAT

Houston’s #1 
Volume Dealer!

11819 Southwest Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com

Open Mon - Sat

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI FIAT • MASERATI
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Did your financial planner ask to 
see your most recent tax return? 
By integrating financial planning and tax 
preparation, we are in a unique position to weave 
diverse elements of your financial picture into a 
unified, comprehensive plan that can meet your 
long-term goals. 

Securities offered through 1st Global Capital Corp. Member FINRA, SIPC • Investment advisory services offered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc. 
Insurance services offered through 1st Global Insurance Services, Inc. 

(281) 440-6279 
11555 Champion Forest Drive 

Houston, TX 77066 
www.MolenTax.com

UNRAVELING TAX HEADACHES & BUILDING FINANCIAL VISION 

Nelson was preceded in death by the 
Mother of his children, Mary Frances 
Foehner.

Continues from Page 6

Nelson Paul Foehner will be sorely missed 
by all.  We, at HPROA, wish his family all of 
the best and also remind them that we are 
there for them should they need anything.

Ron Headley and Nelson Zoch
May 11, 2020

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY



10 The Retired Badge June - July 2020 Edition



11

HPROA Event Calender:
April, May, and June 2020

Thursday, June 4, 2020
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, June 11, 2020
HPOPS Board Meeting (See Below)

NOTE FROM HPOPS:  HPOPS COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE 
HELD THE TUESDAY MORNING PRIOR TO THE THURSDAY 
BOARD MEETING AND ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS.  THE 
HPOPS WEBSITE SHOULD BE CHECKED TO VERIFY EXACT 
TIMES AND SCHEDULING.

Thursday, June 11, 2020
8:15am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, July 9, 2020
HPOPS Board Meeting (See note above)

Thursday, July 9, 2020
8:15am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, August 6, 2020
HPOU General Membership Meeting.

Thursday, August 13,  2020
HPOPS Board Meeting. (See above)

Thursday, August 13, 2020
8:15am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

NOTE:  AUGUST 13TH WOULD BE OUR YEARLY ELECTION 
DAY LUNCH.  IT IS UNCERTAIN AT THIS TIME AS TO WHETHER 
THIS WILL BE HELD DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS.  STAY 
TUNED TO THE WEBSITE FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS.

The Retired Badge June - July 2020 Edition

DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS, ANY SCHEDULED EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION.  HPROA MEETINGS FOR 
APRIL 9 AND MAY 14 WERE CANCELLED.  UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME ABOUT THE JUNE MEETING.

Does Houston Have a Strong Mayor 
Form of Government, or What?
The City of Houston government has long been described as 
having a very strong mayoral control.  Many citizens of Houston 
very likely do not understand what that means, but maybe this 
story will enlighten them as to what the Charter of the City of 
Houston allows the chief executive of the city to do.

Let us go back in time to November, 1975.  Houston and the 
local political landscape had changed in the previous several 
years and was now changing even more.  Fred Hofheinz won 
the Mayoral race in 1973 after Mayor Louie Welch stepped 
down.  Mayor Hofheinz was now running for his second term.  
The first term had been plagued by numerous problems, not the 
least of which was the fiasco caused in HPD by his appointment 
of a Deputy Chief/Inspector as Chief of Police for the Houston 
Police Department.  Of course, to this man’s credit, following in 
the footsteps of Chief Herman Short would have been a nearly 
impossible job for any man.

Mayor Hofheinz had a major opponent in 1975 while running for 
his second term of office.  On Election Day, 1975, there existed 
a temporary Neighborhood City Hall on West Montgomery 
Road.  This facility had been placed there by Mayor Hofheinz 
and the District Councilman, Mr. Larry McKaskle, to better serve 
the Acres Homes community.  On this weekday afternoon, at 
approximately 4pm, long time City Councilman Larry McKaskle 
was out in his personal vehicle, very likely wrapping up some last 
minute campaigning of his own.  His Council district covered 
that area of northwest Houston and upon his arrival at this 
Neighborhood City Hall Office, he entered and found it to be 
open.  It was open, but empty of personnel to both man the 
Office for citizen inquiries but also to secure the city equipment 
in the offices.

Continues on Page 12
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Some of us have been trained for 
this social situation when we were 
growing up.

Small-town and Rural-town, Texas, 
being what they were, trained me 
and others on how to handle all of 
this “shelter at home” and “social 
distancing” stuff.  City slickers act like 
this is something new and evidently 
do not know how to handle it.

In Friendswood, during the 1950’s 
and early 1960’s, there was never 
as many as 10 people in Albritton’s 
Grocery anytime – period.  Baker’s, 
the “big” food store, might have 
10 people in there at once if you 
counted the workers, except maybe 
on Saturday when folks came to 
town to “make groceries”.

No movie houses, drug stores, doctor’s 
office, or places of that sort until well 
into the 1960’s when NASA moved in.

The May Fig Cannery was the only 
large group employment business, 
and it was only open during the late 
summer when the figs got ripe and 
closed when they ran out.

The Shotgun Corner

By M. D. Beale, Jr. My high school senior class of 1962 only 
had 7 people in it – Bobby Kahn, Daniel 
Tostado, and me were the boys - along 
with Cheryl Hatcher, Carol Ann Copeland 
[the Baptist preacher’s daughter], Sharon 
Pitts [one of the Quaker preacher’s 
daughters] and Barbara Marx.  [Daniel, 
Carol Ann, and Barbara have all gone 
on and left the rest of us to deal with this 
Vale of Tears.]

The FHS Class of 1958 only had 4 if memory 
serves me right – which it may or may not do.  

So, we wouldn’t even have been able 
to get out of school the way those old 
educators ran things.

With no commercial entertainment 
activities, we had to entertain ourselves.  
My lifeline during the summers was the 
Galveston County Rosenberg Library 
Bookmobile.  Every other Thursday 
morning it would come to the oyster 
shell covered parking lot of the old clap 
board post office and we could check 
out three or four books, to be returned 
when it came back in two weeks.  I rarely 
checked out less than four and seldom 
returned one unread.

When I didn’t have my nose in a book 
and wasn’t behind a lawnmower or 
helping Dad build something, I’d head 
for my bike, grabbing a .22 single shot on 
the way to one of the creeks or bayous.

I’m still doing that, more or less.  I’m blessed 
that I have a full shooting complex just 
seven miles away.  I’ve shot up more .22 
shells in the last four months than I would 
in two years.  But this pandemic hasn’t 
bothered me.  It’s helped because I don’t 
have to show up for meetings.

I have been able to get a lot of studying 
done, too.  I’m over half-way through 
Millard J. Erickson’s 1186-page tome, 
Christian Theology, Third Edition, 2013, 
Baker Publishing Group.  It helps a lot 
with insomnia.  I do miss not going to 
church on Sunday… the one downside 
to this mess.

With the “loosening of restrictions”, the 
shotgun range has started opening on 
weekends and Wednesday for group 
shoots again and the shotgun league 
shoot schedule is posted.  I should be able 
to hit a dove by September, assuming I 
am able to make opening day this year.

So, I have just reverted to my childhood 
training and read a lot and shoot a lot of 
.22 and keep visits to one or two people 
at a time.  Nothing new about that.

See y’all at the range and hopefully the 
dove fields this fall.

The Covid-19 Era

Continues from Page 11

Councilman McKaskle immediately 
became concerned that possibly 
City of Houston employees had been 
harmed and began calling downtown 
to report this abandonment of city 
property and equipment.  While on the 
phone, the Councilman was confronted 
by four unknown males, who began 
questioning his authority to be on the 
premises.  Naturally, this created a verbal 
confrontation of immense proportions.  

It is believed that after the four males 
realized that this individual was in fact 
a City Councilman, they decided to 
abscond from the premises post haste.  
Prior to that, however, while Councilman 
McKaskle was on the phone, these 
individuals had threatened him verbally 
and had actually prevented him from 
being able to leave on his own.

They had also cut off phone service to 
whomever it was that he was attempting 
to contact.  They had basically denied 
him his freedom of movement, albeit just 
for a short time.  And, additionally, he had 
also been placed in extreme fear of his 
well being during this short period of time.

Continues on Page 26
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Roger Dickson (aka Tallboy) is a member of the HPROA setup 
committee.  That committee is comprised of dedicated 
volunteers who are professionals in their efforts and outstanding 
in service.  Tallboy usually strolls in about 6:00 a.m.on meeting 
days and immediately checks out work already in progress to 
see if that meets with his approval.  After that, he digs in and is 
very good at directing other committee members.  

He subs with John “Slick” Harlan as greeter especialy when 
certain individualsarrive.  One such person is Forrest Turbeville,esq.  
He and Forrest share military stories (some questionable) and 
the beat goes on.  Tallboy remains after meetings to clean up 
and further direct operations.  His favorite duty involves latrines, 
probably reminds him of his service days.  He is very careful to 
flush all urinals and commodes and shut all faucets left running.  
He also cleans paper thrown about on floors and furnishings.  He 
is a jewel as far as performance is concerned. 

All of that to get to this point.  Tallboy called yesterday to advise 
me he would not be attending to his duties at the next HPROA 
meeting as a tragedy had occurred which would involve his 
presence.  I sensed that he was upset and questioned why.  
He informed me that a dear friend and neighbor of many 
years had passed unexpectedly.  The gentleman was 95 years 
young.  Tallboy, having been a marine, likes to show his tough 
side but that’s not his manner.  He is a caring, giving individual.  
He is constantly assisting neighbors, family, and friends as in 
the case of the 95-year-young neighbor.  He takes in their daily 
newspapers, gathers trash cans, watches pets, and is there for 
other needs.  Tallboy Roger is a solid Christian, caring person 
and I am proud to call him friend.  Semper Fi.  He was excused 
from duty at the HPROA meeting.

Till nxt time,

E.J.

Semper Fi

RetiRedBadge
THE

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

With Honor We Served . . . With Pride We Remember

See us online at 
www.hpdretired.com
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As most of you know through the years, in 
addition to my many years in the Homicide 
Division, I have written a number of stories 
covering many of HPD activities more 
specifically, attempting to document the 
lives and deaths of HPD Officers who were 
KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY.  Another one 
of those efforts encompassed a review 
of the previous HPD Academy classes 
beginning at Class #1.  Here I am, in May, 
2020, fifty-two years later at my class, #37.  
Having said that, I will proudly say that 
this review will be much more extensive 
than usual but ONLY because I have 
maintained more historical knowledge of 
the members of this class.

Monday, January 8, 1968, was forecast 
to be a cold, wet, and icy drive into 
downtown Houston, especially from the 
Canino Road/I 45 area where I lived at the 
time.    It was even more contentious for a 
group of some seventy newly-accepted 
applicants to Class #37. And, it was!  A 
number of young cadets nervously arrived 
late, but the staff understood as this was 
a very unusual weather occurrence.

We were greeted by a very stern and 
authoritative Captain by the name of 
Charles J. (Chuck) Lofland,  who informed 
us in no uncertain terms that they, the 
Academy staff, were in charge and we 
had best not forget that.  I had been to 
Army boot camp at the age of 18 (I was 
now 22) so I sort of knew what to expect 
and figured I could deal with whatever 
was thrown my way.

From early on, Class #37 was known by 
many as the “celebrity class”, which I will 
explain later in more detail.  Long-time 
Family Assistance Officer Jim Hudson, 
who was in Class #38, and with much 
experience as a Family Assistance Officer 
with HPD, still refers to it by that name.  
The explanation for this is the following:

There were four individuals in this class 
that precipitated that name. 

They were J.C. Hartman, who played 
professional baseball as a shortstop for a 
number of years with the Houston Colt 45’s 
organization;  Bobby Jancik, who played 
college football for Lamar University near 
Beaumont as well as professionally with 
the Houston Oilers;  Bobby Dennard, a 
stout young man who at one time had 
a promising boxing career;  and Jerin 
T.R. James, who possessed a law degree 
(basically unheard of at the time) and 
was the son of band leader Harry James 
and also the son of a well-known actress.

If that was not enough, there were four 
cadets with close ties to HPD as they 
were the sons of HPD Officers.  They 
were W.D. (Bill) Brown, son of Auto Theft 
Captain W.W. Brown;  Donald Redden, 
son of Traffic Enforcement Sergeant Lee 
Wayne Redden;  Robert (Duck) Tessier, 
son of Burglary and Theft Detective 
Eddie Tessier; and J.R. Brown, son of 
Officer J.W. Brown.

Of course, this had nothing to do with any 
celebrity status, but it was well-known in 
the class that I had two brothers who 
had been with HPD for quite some time.  
Also, it was not revealed until the training 
was over, that cadet Bertram (Glen) 
Noster was the brother-in-law of our 
Training Sergeant Harold Goodwin. This 
was quite a mix of different people from 
many different and varied backgrounds.

The Chief of Police was Herman B. Short, 
the Inspector over Training was C.D. 
Taylor, Captain Lofland was in charge 
of the Academy, Training Sergeant was 
Harold Goodwin, and the Instructors 
were Jim Shirley, John Winters, Dennis 
Schumann, and Richard Russell .  Enough 
of all that background!

This class of sixty-two young eager soon-
to-be Officers graduated on Thursday 
night, April 25, 1968.  Three females-
Joan Carlson, Nancy Read Hobson, 
and Lupita Garcia- successfully 
completed the course.  

An unusually large number of Officers 
dropped out over the years for a 
variety of good reasons.  One, Wayne 
Reed, left for the Secret Service and 
retired from that agency.  Several 
that I was aware of, Jerry Kachel and 
Ken Byler, left for successful careers as 
the heads of construction companies 
(Their ads around town clearing 
construction sites and building 
McDonalds) were well noticed.   
 
Lloyd (Sonny) Dollar left for a 
promising career that did not work 
out, but then rebounded and had a 
very successful career with the Harris 
County D.A.’s Office.  Billy Edon left as 
a Lieutenant to go into the insurance 
business, served in a Christian ministry, 
as well working and retiring as head 
of Security at a large Medical Center 
hospital.  Howard Ray Trimble had 
gained the rank of Lieutenant prior to 
his leaving, and was last known to be 
involved in corporate security.  Both 
had served honorably for at least 
fifteen years with HPD.

Others who left were J.T.R. James 
(twice), J.W. Sykora, R.R. Harvey, 
Leo Tauer, J.R. Brown (Harris County 
Precinct #4), B.R. Prade (owned a 
boat dealership at one point and 
passed away), Dennis McCauley, 
J.A. Sullivan, Harvey.D. Currie (left 
for a slower pace of life in San 
Jacinto County),  John Parham 
(James Coney Island) (twice), R.L. 
Dennard (I believe he was a D.A. 
Investigator in Galveston County),  
A.S. Petersen, R.E. Pettigrew, Joan 
Carlson, and R.M. Olsen. (21)

There was one LINE OF DUTY DEATH 
from this class.  That was George 
Rojas, who was stabbed fatally on 
January 28, 1976, while performing a 
police duty at the Latin World Night 
Club on Harrisburg. 

The Current History of Academy Class #37

Continues on Page 22
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On Friday, December 20, 1974, 
Houston was bustling with only five 
days left before Christmas. Billboard’s 
number one song of the month was 
“Kung Fu Fighting” by Carl Douglas 
and on this date, Francis Ford 
Coppola’s film “The Godfather Part II” 
was released. The film went on to win 
the Academy Awards’ Best Picture of 
1975. Gerald Ford was our president, 
after President Richard Nixon had 
resigned over the Watergate scandal 
on August 9, 1974.  

In Houston it was the Christmas season 
and many companies were having 
their annual Christmas parties. On 
this date, Carl Clinton Richardson, 
president of the Folloder Company, 
was attending his company’s 
Christmas party and as the party 
was ending, Carl and a group of 
employees decided to continue the 
party at the Adams Apple Club. Carl 
called his wife, Betty Marks Richardson 
and made arrangements to pick her 
up on his way to the Adams Apple 
Club, at around 5:45 p.m.

After spending some time with other 
employees at the Adams Apple Club, 
Mr. and Ms. Richardson went home to 
their apartment, at 5865 San Felipe. It 
was approximately 10:40 p.m. when 
Mr. Richardson parked and started 
closing the roof of his brown Volvo.

His wife started walking toward their 
apartment and as Ms. Richardson 
approached the apartment, she saw 
a man inside the apartment. She ran 
back and told her husband someone 
was in their apartment and they were 
being robbed. Carl directed his wife 
to get help and he went to the trunk 
of his car removing a Remington 1100 
shotgun out of the gun case. The 
shotgun was not loaded, and Carl did 
not have any ammunition for the gun.

Ms. Richardson ran to the first 
apartment, but no one was home. 
She continued to the next apartment 
and frantically beat on the door. 
When the neighbor came to the door, 
Ms. Richardson started explaining and 
heard several gun shots. Witness M. L. 
Steed also heard the shots as he was 
driving by the apartments and pulled 
into the parking lot to see what was 
going on. Mr. Steed saw Carl laying 
on the pavement and he called the 
Houston Police Department. Patrol 
Officer A. W. Williams was dispatched 
to the scene and found Mr. Richardson 
had been shot several times (eight) 
and was dead.

Officer Williams notified the Homicide 
Division and Lieutenant Joe Glezman 
assigned Detectives Vernon W. West 
and Jim H. Binford to conduct the 
scene investigation.

Vernon and Jim found other witnesses 
who had observed events before 
the murder, and they started piecing 
together what happened. One witness 
had actually seen Carl at the rear 
of his Volvo removing the shotgun. 
Another witness saw two suspicious 
men hanging around the Richardson’s 
apartment. From the information the 
detectives gathered, it appeared Mr. 
Richardson had confronted the man his 
wife had seen and he was shot several 
times. The shotgun the witness saw Carl 
removing from his trunk was gone when 
police arrived, but the empty shotgun 
case was still in the trunk. 

Other property was missing from 
inside the apartment and detectives 
spent days gathering the list of missing 
property and serial numbers. As the 
investigation continued, several 
homicide detectives were involved, 
and they checked out every possible 
lead. Print examiner Norbert L. LaBlanc, 
was called to the scene and he lifted 
several prints. The medical examiner 
identified the slugs found in the body 
as being .38 caliber. Some of the 
detectives working on this investigation 
were D. R, Spurlock, R. W. Rouse, D. 
L. Martin, J. D. Tucker, D. Sacky, E. F. 
Uresyl, L. L. Earls, M. W. Lankford and 
J.W. Carpenter, some of the best 
investigators in the Department. 

Continues on Page 18
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
JULY

2nd,   Nancy Chrisman
2, 1990 Carole and Ed Swannie
2, 1997 Ruth and Chester Massey
3, 1981 Dorothy and Charles Niemeier
6, 1989 Sharlot and Richard Summer
8, 1968 Malcolm (Smoky) and Carol Windham
10, 1976 Kay and Ed Aldridge
10, 1955 Jack and Linda Guy
10, 1967 John and Barbara Harlan
11, 1949 Virginia and Harry Hall
12, 1942         Joy Finch
17, 1989 D.I. and Janet Elaine Baker
19th,  Candice Guzman Wade
19th, 1962,     Joy and Bennie Finch
21st,  Joyce L. Hadley
22nd,  Janet Elaine Baker
22nd,  Bobby Foster
26, 1953 Nell and Morris Shofner
28, 1959 Walton N. and Betty Sue Miller

1, 1947 Jim Gratz
1st,  Albert Nichols
2, 1931,           Bennie Finch
2, 1983 Mary and George Summer
2nd,  Jeri Nickerson
3, 1955 Richard and Delia Delano
4, 1928 James Calvin Doyal
7th,  Bill (Willie) Osborn
12, 1949 Doug G. Bell
13th,  Sue Turbeville
14th,  James S. Coley
15th,  Mike W. Waltmon
20, 1927 Forrest Turbeville
21, 1939 John T. Gonzales 
25th,  Mary and Bill Osborn
25, 1982 Candice and Edwin Wade
29th,  Martha and John Sweatt
30, 1924 Harry Hall
31, 1946 Roger A. Burkhalter

JUNE

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Information on birthdays and anniversaries is only printed at the request of the members involved.  The requestor is totally 
responsible for the accuracy of said information.
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Mobile Cop Shop

MOBILE COP SHOP
SINCE 1990

SUPPLIES FOR THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

mobilecopshop.com - for schedule

SPRING, TEXAS
(281) 353-5329

J.R. KNOTT
MOBILE (713) 822-8160

Law Enforcement prices on 
Smith & Wesson and Sig Sauer

Duplicate badges -- 
full or wallet size

Membership Application and Benefits 
information on page 25
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Continues on Page 19

Thirteen days after the Richardson 
murder, on the other side of Houston in 
the Spring Branch area, police officer 
Charles G. Adams was called to the 
scene of a home invasion robbery at 
#8 Rollingwood Drive. Officer Adams 
learned that three men wearing masks 
had robbed several people and 
obtained a large amount of jewelry, 
cash, car and other property. Officer 
Adams notified Robbery Division 
and Lieutenant Don McWilliams 
assigned Detectives Fred E, Berner 
and Mike A. Walker to make the 
scene investigation. During Robbery’s 
investigation, valuable evidence was 
recovered linking one of the suspects 
to the Richardson murder.

The robbery occurred at around 10:15 
p.m. at the home of Don Fantich 
while he was outside by his garage 
talking with Roger G. Loving and Carl 
J. Heister. His house was on a heavily 
wooded lot surrounded by a tall brick 
wall and the area around the house 
resembled a fortress. Although the 
house was on a corner lot, it could 
not be seen from the street. 

While the three men were talking, two 
gunmen came out of the darkness 
banishing guns and threatened to kill 
Fantich and his guests if they didn’t 
do as they were told. The robbers 
took all three hostages into the 
garage where they were tied up with 
electrical cords and coat hangers. 
Once all three victims were securely 
tied up, the gunmen untied Don 
Fantich’s legs and took him to the 
back door of the house.

Pat Fantich told investigators she 
heard a knock on the back door and 
her husband told her there were two 
policemen with him and they had 
guns. When Pat opened the back 
door, she saw the two men wearing 
ski masks holding a gun on her 
husband’s head. Loving and Heisler 
were then led into the living room 
where they were placed on the floor 
with a blanket over their heads.

One of the gunmen made Pat show 
him around the house and while Pat 
was showing the gunman around the 
house, a third robber came into the 
house. This robber was upset because 
Pat was not tied up and they tied 
her up. The robbers then started 
rummaging through the house. 

During the robbery, the intruders 
placed a gun to Fantich’s head, 
cocked the gun and threatened to 
kill him if he did not cooperate. The 
gunmen knew Fantich had a large 
amount of cash and they forced 
him to open the safe. It was obvious 
someone had set Fantich up and he 
was determined to find out who it was. 

While trying to get information on 
who might have set him up, Fantich 
boasted about his organized crime 
ties. He bragged he would kill the 
men responsible for the robbery 
and boasted they just didn’t know 
who they had messed with. Fantich 
played the role of crime boss and 
introduced J. C. Claude Wilkerson as 
his bodyguard. The popularity of the 
movies “The Godfather”, released in 
1972, and “Godfather II” may have 
influenced Fantich’s behavior.

Fantich offered a $5000 reward for 
any information regarding the robbery 
and on January 12,1975, an informant 
told Fantich the men who robbed him 
were Ron Ramey, Kenny and Dave.

The informant told Fantich Ramey 
lived in the Citadel Apartments on 
Hacket Street in apartment #48. 
Fantich, Wilkerson and Loving went to 
this apartment and confronted Ron 
Ramey and David McCoy. Fantich 
claims he saw Ramey getting into a 
black 1971 Lincoln Continental with 
two other men and they attempted 
to follow the car. Loving swore out 
a complaint stating the men started 
shooting at them while they were 
trying to follow the Lincoln. 

Both Ramey and McCoy tell a 
completely different version of what 
happened. Wilkerson later also told 
a slightly different version. Years later, 
Wilkerson told Detective Musick that 
Fantich found out Ramey had robbed 
him, and he wanted to make him pay. 
Wilkerson claims gunfire was exchanged 
and the men in the Lincoln were able 
to get away. Years after this shootout, 
McCoy told Musick he and Ramey had 
seen Fantich and two other men getting 
out of Fantich’s car with guns and after 
being shot at, McCoy admitted they 
returned the gunfire. After Ramey and 
McCoy got away, Fantich and Loving 
contacted Detectives Mike Walker and 
Fred Berner and swore out a warrant for 
Ramey’s arrest.

Two days after the shootout the 
informant provided Fantich with 
more information. The informant told 
Fantich the men were now staying 
at the Jungle Walk Apartments 
in apartment 125, on Mangum. 
According to Fantich, the informant 
was now saying David McCoy and 
Frankie Black were the two men with 
Ramey during the robbery. Instead 
of going out to confront these three 
men, Fantich decided to let the cops 
handle it. He called the Robbery 
Division and spoke with Detective Sam 
Nuchia and claimed his informant 
told him McCoy and Ramey were 
moving some of the stolen property 
and would be at that apartment only 
a short time.

Continues from Page 15
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President Alan Helfman

Call President Alan Helfman

Chrysler • Jeep • Dodge • Ram

Sam had arrested the suspects on 
previous occasions and was very 
familiar with both suspects. 

Detective Nuchia arranged for three 
uniform patrol units to meet with him 
and detectives near the Jungle Walk 
Apartments at 3200 Mangum for 
a briefing. Patrol Officers James H. 
Krouse, Bobby J. Garrett, and Ronald 
H. Webber met with Detectives Sam 
Nuchia, Earl Musick and Earl Campa 
near the apartments and set up 
surveillance. Detectives Musick, 
Nuchia and Campa found a location 
where they could watch Ramey’s 
tan and brown 1973 Cutlass and 
around 7:00 p.m. Ramey and McCoy 
were seen loading some guns into 
the back-seat area of the Cutlass. 
There was also an unknown male and 
female in the car. 

After being notified the Cutlass was 
leaving, the three patrol units got 
behind the car on Mangum with 
their emergency lights on. Instead of 
pulling over the Cutlass accelerated 
and made a U-turn heading back 
toward the Jungle Walk Apartments.

Just before getting back to the 
apartments, the Cutlass abruptly 
stopped and both doors flew open. 
Three males jumped from the car and 
ran toward the Jugle Walk Apartments. 
McCoy and Ramey had guns in their 
right hands, and they ran to apartment 
# 125. Detectives Musick, Nuchia and 
Campa were in the parking lot and 
were now in hot pursuit of McCoy and 
Ramey as they entered the apartment.

After running into the apartment, 
McCoy and Ramey threw their guns 
on the bed and both men surrendered 
without incident.

The other male ran in a different direction 
while the female stayed in the car and 
was arrested by Officer Krouse. Inside the 
car was property detectives recognized 
as coming from the Fantich home 
invasion. Although one of the suspects 
had gotten away, property, detectives 
believed came from other robberies, was 
recovered. When Ramey and McCoy 
were confronted about the recovered 
property, they requested their lawyer. 
The recovered property was tagged in 
the Houston Police Property room and 
the investigation continued.

Musick and Nuchia never got a good 
look at the male who ran from the 
car and he did not come back to the 
Jungle Walk Apartments. Since Fantich’s 
informant named Frankie Black as being 
the third man in the robbery, Musick and 
Nuchia went to 2005 Schildler to look for 
Black. As they approached the residence 
Black was pulling out of the driveway with 
a female in the car. Black was arrested, 
but he was not the suspect who ran from 
Ramey’s car. Black was placed in jail and 
a police lineup was scheduled. 

Continues from Page 18

Continues on Page 20
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Continues from Page 19

Fantich, his wife and Loving were 
present for the lineup and Attorney 
Allen Isabell represented the three 
arrested suspects. The three witnesses 
were kept separate during the lineup 
and taken out into the hall separately 
and interviewed in the presence of 
Detective Nuchia, Detective Musick 
and Attorney Isabell. Detective 
Campa worked the rear of the lineup, 
which had a total of seven white 
males of similar age and description. 
Each witness gave a very positive 
identification of Ramey, McCoy 
and Black. After the lineup, the 
witnesses were allowed to look at the 
recovered property. The witnesses 
identified several items of property 
they were positive had been taken 
during the robbery. Based on the 
positive identifications and recovered 
evidence, robbery by firearms was 
filed on all three suspects.

On the day of the lineup, Homicide 
Detectives West and Martin had 
a conversation with Nuchia about 
possible suspects in the Richardson 
murder. A .38 caliber weapon was 
used in the murder and also the 
robbery of Fantich. The three charged 
suspects matched the modus 
operandi and descriptions of the 
assailants in the Richardson murder. 
Also, there was additional property 
recovered that did not come from 
the Fantich robbery.

Detectives West and Martin 
arranged for Ms. Richardson to view 
the recovered property and she 
immediately picked up the Florentine 
gold earrings, positively identifying 
them as being taken during the 
burglary. She also identified gold 
cufflinks with a small multi-colored 
stone in the center, a sterling silver 
charm in the shape of a Louisiana 
map and other property she believed 
was taken during the burglary. More 
importantly, Ms. Richardson found 
amongst the costume jewelry a piece 
of paper with the name “James Hicks 
– 649-2507”. 

She immediately recognized the note 
as being her husband’s handwriting. 

When Ramey and McCoy were 
arrested, they were with a female in 
the apartment where stolen property 
was found. This girlfriend was also 
taken to HPD along with the female 
Officer Krouse had arrested in the car. 
With the new evidence, it became 
important to confront the two women 
about what they might know about 
the property. It turns out they knew 
about the Richardson murder and 
ended up giving a statement to 
Detectives Martin and West.

In the statement they told detectives 
about going to the beauty shop 
where they met Ms. Richardson. 
Ms. Richardson was wearing a 
large diamond ring and some other 
very expensive jewelry. When they 
told Ramey and Kenneth Eugene 
Callaway about her, Ramey and 
Callaway decided they would rob 
the lady and her husband. During the 
robbery, Mr. Richardson confronted 
Ramey and Callaway with a shotgun 
and they shot him several times. It 
turns out McCoy was not involved in 
the murder and had a very good alibi; 
he was in jail at the time of the murder. 

Because of the statement, Detectives 
Martin and West flagged Callaway 
as being wanted in the murder of Mr. 
Richardson and Callaway was later 
arrested and charged with the murder. 
Based on the evidence developed 
during the arrest, Ramey was charged 
in the Richardson murder and the 
robbery of Don Fantich. McCoy was 
charged in the Fantich robbery and 
he pled guilty receiving a fifteen (15) 
year prison sentence. 

After being released from prison 
McCoy admitted his involvement in the 
robbery and said they were told about 
a large drug deal involving a lot of 
money going down at Fantich’s home.

McCoy said they got so much money 
from the robbery; he was able to pay 
cash for the Lincoln he was driving at the 
time of his arrest. McCoy gave the Lincoln 
to his lawyer for legal representation.

Word on the street was Fantich 
hired someone to get McCoy and 
they were given a description of the 
Lincoln. During the investigation of 
Ronny Harrell’s murder, his girlfriend 
told Detective Chuck Lofland that 
Harrell had found the Lincoln parked 
in a downtown parking lot and shot 
several rounds into the car. Allen 
Isabell verified he had parked the 
Lincoln downtown, and someone 
had shot the Lincoln several times. 

Weeks after McCoy’s arrest, 
Detectives Musick went to question 
McCoy about another robbery. 
Although McCoy would not talk 
about the case, he said “I’ve always 
respected you and Mr. Nuchia, but 
y’all charged the wrong man, Frankie 
was not involved in the Fantich 
robbery.” McCoy would not admit 
his involvement, but was adamant 
Frankie was innocent. He appeared 
so sincere, it made Detective Musick 
wonder if they might have charged 
an innocent man. So, Musick and 
Nuchia went to talk with Ramey in 
the jail. Ramey would not admit his 
involvement in the Fantich, robbery, 
but was also unwavering that Frankie 
was not involved. 

After further investigation Detectives 
Nuchia and Musick had serious doubts 
about Frankie’s involvement in the 
Fantich robbery. Detectives brought 
their concerns to the prosecutor and 
he contacted Frankie’s lawyer Allen 
Isabell. A hearing was held and Musick 
testified about his concerns and the 
case against Frankie was dismissed.

Continues on Page 22
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Insurance Contact Information
RETIREE RESOURCES - Main Number
832.393.6000 Option #2
retireebenefits@Houstontx.gov

CIGNA
832.393.6191  (local)  
832.393.6192
832.393.6193
800.997.1406 (national)
www.cigna.com
www.mycigna.com
  

DELTA DENTAL
832.393.6157
For contacting and searching for a dentist
DHMO   844.282.7637
DPPO   855.242.1549
deltadentalins.com/
cityofhoustonbenefits.org 

LIFE INSURANCE (through City of Houston)
832.393.6000

Due to the lack of personnel and others on leave, just leave your information on the voice 
mail.  It may take a few days for a representative to return your call.    
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The detectives’ willingness to clear 
an innocent man made a strong 
impression on this group of criminals, 
who believed Detectives Musick and 
Nuchia were just two tough cops 
wanting to put people in jail. 

McCoy and Ramey both worked out 
plea bargain agreements regarding the 
Fantich robbery and pled guilty. They both 
received a fifteen (15) year prison term 
for robbing Don Fantich. Regarding the 
Richardson murder, Ramey and Callaway 
worked out a plea bargain agreement 
and pled guilty, each receiving a twenty-
five-year (25) prison sentence. 

Years later, when Sam Nuchia was the 
chief of police, his wife Liz unknowingly 
took her vehicle for some work where 
Frankie Black was employed. While talking 
to her about the vehicle, Frankie asked 
about Sam and Earl.  He told Liz about 
dealing with them when he was younger 
and running with the wrong crowd. He 
told her he had a lot of respect for Musick 
and Nuchia. Instead of being bitter about 
his false charges, he used the experience 
to change his life for the better. Detective 
Musick maintained contact with Frankie 
Black and his lawyer throughout the years. 
A few years back, Frankie passed away 
after living an honest and productive life.

While in prison, both Ramey and McCoy 
sent Detective Musick several letters. 
McCoy won first place in the bull riding 
event at the prison rodeo and sent a 
photo from the prison newspaper of him 
riding a bull. 

After being released from prison McCoy 
assured Detective Musick he changed 
his way of life and would not be in trouble 
again. He invited Detective Musick to his 
wedding and would occasionally call 
to tell about his successes. It appears 
McCoy’s last trip to prison played a major 
role in changing his life for the better. 
Today McCoy is the president of a major 
corporation and his son was a soldier, 
highly decorated in Afghanistan. A few 
years back McCoy told Musick Ramey had 
a bout with cancer and passed away.

As for Don Fantich, he continued 
playing the role of being a gangster. 
In October of 1977, Detectives Musick 
and Detective Jerry Carpenter 
worked a major cocaine distribution 
case with city and county narcotic 
officers. Detectives learned from 
the investigation that Fantich was 
in possession of a large amount of 
cocaine and a search warrant was 
drafted for Fantich’s home at #8 
Rollingwood Drive. But before entry 
could be made, Pat Fantich flushed 
the cocaine down the drain. During 
the search, with the assistant of a 
drug dog, marijuana was found and 
Fantich was charged with possession 
of marijuana in the 177th District Court 
of Harris County.

While the marijuana case was 
pending J.D. Claude Wilkerson, 
Fantich’s professed bodyguard, set 
Fantich up to be robbed and killed. 

According to the confession 
Wilkerson gave to Detective Musick 
and Detective M. D. Beale. On 
January 23, 1978, Wilkerson and two 
other men took Fantich, Dr. William S. 
“Pat” Fitzpatrick and Georgina Rose 
hostage and they were murdered 
execution style. The victims were all 
buried in a common grave in Shiner 
Texas. This murder investigation, 
“Death of a Houston Gangster”, was 
written and appeared in the “Retired 
Badge” April/May 2014.

As for Wilkerson, he spent several 
years on death row for his part in 
the triple murder. However, Wilkerson 
became a free man when the Court 
of Criminal Appeals overturned his 
conviction and he was released from 
prison. After Wilkerson’s release, he 
moved to Gateway Colorado. Then 
on February 22, 2016, Wilkerson was 
charged with kidnapping a woman 
and keeping her chained up as a 
sex slave in his Gateway home, near 
Grand Junction Colorado. You can 
read about his case at the following 
site. http://hproa.com/html/
RBJuneJuly16.pdf - “Failed Justice” 
pp. 12-15

Hopefully, you have enjoyed my 
reminiscing about memories of some 
very interesting criminals and their 
investigations. I always found robbery 
investigations to be extremely 
interesting, but sometimes robberies 
go bad as in the Richardson case.

Continues from Page 14

George had previously worked in 
the Maintenance and Engineering 
Department at 61 Riesner and was 
well-known and extremely well-liked 
around the Department. George had 
served nearly eight years in Patrol and 
Narcotics.  He was survived by a wife 
and a young daughter.

And then there was Donald W. Redden, 
who was killed in an off-duty motorcycle 
accident in 1970.  I believe Don was single 
and had served over two years at the time 
of his death.  This had to have been quite a 
blow to Sergeant Redden and this family.

The following ten Officers from Class #37 
earned a HPOPS retirement but have 
since passed away.  They are, along with 
their years of service and year of death:

Michael E. Crawford, 23, 2015, worked 
Accident and Patrol;  Jerry W. Ellis, a 
Homicide Detective, 21, 2006; William T. 
Gower, a Sergeant, 32, 2016;   Michael 
K. Guerin, 30, 2019, a Senior Police 
Officer;   Robert Jancik, a Burglary & Theft 
Detective, 23, 2005;  Bertram G. Noster, a 
Robbery Detective, 23, 1993;  
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Information for Retirees 
PHASE DOWN INFORMATION:  Per the Meet & Confer Agreement, 
retirees on Phase Down may be eligible to use their accumulated 
time to secure active city insurance rates for up to four years 
if their accrued time allows.  After a maximum of four years, 
the retiree must move to retiree insurance rates, even if they 
are able to remain on Phase Down.  The City does not send 
out reminders; thus, at least one and a half months prior to the 
time your active insurance expires, contact the COH-HR (*) to 
complete the necessary paperwork for moving your deductions 
from your Phase Down check to a HPOPS deduction.  Failure to 
do this can result in you losing your Health, Vision, Life, and/or 
Dental coverage.  Retirees still on active insurance rates who are 
completely ending their Phase Down period should do likewise.

Also, if a retiree opts out of active medical insurance during 
Phase-Down, it may not be possible to opt-in at a later date.  
Verify your personal situation and your proper course of action 
in writing with COH Human Resources (*).

*see insert in this paper titled: “Insurance Contact 
Information”

FIREARMS QUALIFICATION GUIDELINES
Firearms qualification for retirees has been moved to the Indoor 
Range at the Academy.  Retirees can shoot the line at 11am 
Monday to Friday.  

There is no longer a wait to allow active officers to qualify 
first, so it is in your best interest to arrive approx. 30 minutes 
early for paperwork completion, which is done in the old 
Drivers Training Trailer (3rd door entrance).  Remember to 
send in your paperwork approx. two weeks before your 
birthday month.  You will then later be contacted by 
Range personnel.  Retirees can call 832-394-2500 with any 
additional questions.

SOCIAL SECURITY WEP & GPO INFORMATION:   In a recent 
edition of the Retired Badge, there is a very long and 
detailed article explaining the WINDFALL ELIMINATION 
PROVISION (WEP) and the GOVERNMENT PENSION OFFSET 
(GPO), and what retirees can do to assist in getting these 
terrible measures repealed.  Without repeating everything 
therein, if you didn’t read the article, we encourage you 
to visit the HPROA website and access the link to the 
archived 2019 June-July edition of the Retired Badge (see 
the article on page 22).

HOW TO DONATE TO THE HPROA:
Donations in honor of deceased members, or for any other 
reason whatsoever, can easily be made on-line by visiting 
the HPROA website (HPROA.com) and accessing the 
“Donate” link at the foot of the Home Page.  We humbly 
appreciate your generosity!

Phase Down, Social Security Information, and Firearms Qualifications Guidelines 

George A. Olin, 23, 2002, a Police Officer who worked Patrol 
and Helicoptors and was also an Active Police Officer with the 
Tomball P.D. at the time of his death;   Kenneth W. Royal, 23, 
2001, a Police Officer who worked in the Jail for a number of 
years; Thomas E. Klawiter, a Homicide and Auto Theft Detective, 
36, 2020; and  Phillip D. Tippen, a Sergeant who worked in Patrol 
and CID,  37, 2019. (10)

The following twenty-six Officers, listed with their years of service 
and year of retirement, earned a HPOPS retirement and are 
hopefully enjoying the fruits of their labor today:  

Dale L. Boman, 34, 2002, a Senior Police Officer, rode Solo Motors 
for a number of years:  William D. Brown, 34, 2002, a Sergeant 
in Vice;  James H. Carr, 23, 1991, a Lieutenant and former 
Polygraph Operator;  Garry W. Clark, 35, 2004, a Sergeant; 
Jerry W. DeFoor, 37, 2005, an Assistant Chief;  Roger D. Demny, 
20, 1988, a Patrol Lieutenant;  Ruben Garza, 23, 1991, a Police 
Officer who worked at the Academy;   Robert P. Haight, 21, 1989, 
worked at Southeast Patrol and became a computer expert;  
Jimmy Hairell, 22, 1990, an Auto Theft Detective; Nancy L. Read 
Hobson, 21, 1989, worked in the Juvenile Division;   Robert E. 
Knepp, 28, 1996, worked at the North Shepherd Station; 

John A. Krpec, 20, 1988, worked in the Accident Division and 
also rode Motors;  Howard L. Martin, 38, 2007, worked Northeast 
Patrol for the majority of his career; John G. Pohlman, 49, 2017, 
a Narcotics Sergeant;  Charles M. Pope, 26, 1994, worked 
Northeast Patrol his entire career; Richard R. Rascoe, 35, 2006, a 
Homicide Detective;  Ricky E. Rice, 20, 1988, a Patrol Sergeant;  
Alfred G. Rodriguez, 21, 1989, a Senior Police Officer;  Edwin B. 
Salinas, 36, 2004, worked North Shepherd Patrol his entire career;  
Carl A. Sherrouse, 20, 1988, worked Northeast Patrol;  Robert E. 
Tessier, 20, 1988, a Sergeant in Patrol and Helicoptors;  Woodrow 
J. Turner, 30, 1998, worked Patrol and Traffic;  Anthony C. Vento, 
31, 1999, a Senior Police Officer who worked in Patrol, at the 
Police Academy, and in Mounted Patrol;  Franklin E. Yorek, 38, 
2006, an Assistant Chief and Nelson J. Zoch, 36, 2004, a Homicide 
Lieutenant.

There are four more members of this class that retired but their 
total information is not available as they wished to maintain 
their privacy.  I am reasonable sure from memory that they did 
in fact retire.

Continues from Page 22
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HPROA Election
As most of you know, the by-laws of 
HPROA require an election to be held 
each and every year, with the President 
to run for a one-year term and one-half of 
the Board of Directors to run also.

With uncertainty of the situation on us 
actually holding a regular meeting in 
June of this year, the rules of the election 
required some modifications.  The Board 
held a phone conference meeting on 
the morning of Thursday, May 14, 2020. 
While the usual order of business was 
transacted, the election rules were voted 
upon with some modifications to apply to 
this one and only election.  

The bylaws required all applicants for 
re-election to contact the Nominating 
Committee Chairman (Steve Benavides) 
prior to 5:00pm on the Wednesday 
before the second Thursday of June, 
that Wednesday being June 10, 2020.  
The bylaws also required for nominations 
to be opened to the floor for members 
present at the June 11th meeting.  

The Board reached out to our Parlimentarian, 
Bill Elkin, for his advice on this matter since 
he is extremely well-versed in Roberts Rules 
of Order. Since there is a strong possibility 
that we may not be able to physically be 
present for this June meeting, he stepped 
up and made a suggestion as how to deal 
with this problem.  

As a result of his advice, a motion 
to alleviate this situation was made, 
seconded, and passed unanimously by 
the Board.  That motion was to suspend 
that section allowing floor nominations for 
the 2020 election ONLY.

The usual mail out of the ballots will be 
conducted and the votes tallied prior to 
the August meeting.

Nominating Chairman will be member Steve 
Benavides.  He can be reached at 281-381-
7305 or at steveraymond@msn.com

Tony and I met that first day at the 
Academy, Vento and Zoch, right there 
at the end of the alphabet with Yorek 
right in between.  Tony and I later wound 
up on the same shift and station after 
getting off of probation.  What a pleasure 
to ride with him, but more importantly to 
be friends with him all of these years.  We 
still converse and laugh together about 
some of our capers back then.  Tony is 
eighty-one and after several open heart 
surgeries, is still ticking and caring for his 
beloved wife at home.  May God Bless 
you, my friend.

In conclusion, looking back, I cannot 
imagine my life without being a Houston 
Police Officer.  Even further, I cannot 
imagine my career on the HPD without 
having worked in the Homicide Division.  I 
have been BLESSED!

It was definitely my pleasure to research 
and recall the history of this Class.  HPD 
has most definitely, without a doubt, 
been very good to me.  I hope and pray 
that it has been a blessing also to others 
and that the Good Lord with continue to 
watch over not only us, but our families.

Nelson J. Zoch, 5/4/2020

They are:  Roger Carpenter, a Lieutenant 
who worked Southwest Patrol and the 
Records Division; Lupita Garcia, a Senior 
Police Officer who worked the Juvenile 
and Criminal Intelligence Divisions;  
Rudolpho Garza, a Lieutenant who 
worked in the Narcotics Division on several 
tours; and J.C. Hartman, a Sergeant who 
worked for years in the Accident Division.

Of course, the Last Man Standing award 
goes without a doubt to Narcotics 
Training Sergeant John G. Pohlman.  
While a few of those years may have 
been in Phasedown, forty-nine years 
speaks for itself.  Martin and Yorek’s thirty-
eight years followed.

I will take the liberty to speak from a 
personal outlook about my career with 
the HPD.  I turned twenty-three years 
old while in the Academy.  After nearly 
three years of college, my accounting 
career did not seem to be what I really 
desired, and much to the opposition of 
a wife at the time, I decided to attempt 
to become a Houston Police Officer. This 
was something that had entered my mind 
since the age of ten or eleven when two 
of my older brothers, Leroy and John, had 
become HPD cops. 

While on fishing trips with them, I recalled 
hearing their stories and capers about 
arresting crooks.  Wow, that was what I 
wanted to do also.

To be truthful, after high school, my desires 
changed.  But, did they ever really go 
away about being a cop?  Probably not!

I say all this to say the following.  Shortly 
after retiring after serving HPD for 
thirty-six years, I ran into a recently 
retired Captain, now deceased, at the 
Houston Boat Show.  We spoke about 
our careers and he made this comment 
that I will now recall:  “Nelson, we got 
there at the right time and we left at the 
right time!”  How true!

I am unable to complete this document 
without mentioning several members of 
this class and one in particular. I worked 
Homicide with Jerry Ellis, Ray Trimble, Tom 
Klawiter, Richard Rascoe and Billy Edon 
(he was a Lieutenant in Homicide for a 
short time).  All were definitely good folks 
and good cops. 

And then there was my patrol partner for 
three years on the Night Shift at Central-
Anthony Charles (Tony) Vento. 

Continues from Page 23

Continues on Page 28



25The Retired Badge June - July 2020 Edition

IN MEMORIUM
WE REMEMBER

WITH PRIDE

JUNE

1, 2018  Walton N.  Miller 

2, 2016  Jack Wess Talley

3, 2003  Elray Dominey

3, 2008  Robert J. Francis

3, 2013  Robert B. Baxter

3, 2017  Jerald D. Liles

4, 2009  George Hogan

5, 2012  Benjamin Bashaw

5, 2017  Stephen Copeland

6, 1995  R.O. Biggs

7, 2012  Robert Horton, Jr.

7, 2015  Bradley Johnson

7, 2019  John R. Hake

8, 2004  A.H. Perkins

8, 2006  George Scott, Jr.

9, 2010  Orville A. Williams

9, 2014  James Wright, Jr.

10, 2001 R.C. Hermann

11, 1998 George Harmon

11, 2008  George R. Powers

11, 2014  Larry S. Ott

12, 2006  Richard Frame

12, 2011  Alvin V. Young

12, 2018  Charles E. Smith

13, 2012  Terry Muckleroy

13, 2013  James Dunbar, Jr.

14, 1999 A.L. Hudman

15, 2011  Phillip A. Brooks

15, 2014  Jack E. Merritt

16, 1994 R.T. Hill

16, 2014 Lonnie Chance, Jr. 

17, 1985            Rodney McKeehan

17, 2005 Edward Kennedy

18, 2007  Robert A. Gray

18, 2010  Bobby E. Goodson

18, 2013  Paul Beeman

JULY

18, 2016  Hipolito Galano

19, 2004 John H. Olszewski

19, 2005 Alonzo J. Crow 

19, 2010  Joe Y. McNutt

20, 2002  Robert L. Johnson

21, 1999 Lawrence Henning

21, 2003 Edgar Crawford

21, 2005 Luther W. Domain

21, 2005 Walter B. Mathews

21, 2007  Jerry Nichols 

23, 1993 John A. Long

23, 2007  John A. Gaines

23, 2009  Henry Canales 

23. 2010  Leroy Tuttle

23, 2014  McLoy Medlock 

23, 2015  R.B. Sanford

24, 2006 Doyal LeCour

25, 2013   Steven E. Ginn

26, 1987 Marion G. Reese

26, 2009  Samuel Stark

28, 2001 Johnnie V. Green

28, 2018  Phillip Camus

29, 1995 J.D. (Don) Belcher

29, 2003 C.R. Dietz

29, 2008  Gary Gryder 

29, 2009 Earl H. Haring

29, 2013  Kenneth Myers

30, 2000 H.D. Edwards

30, 2007  Robert H. Vahldiek

2, 2008  Charles L. Burton                                                                                                                

2, 2011  Don E. Cook                                                                                                                        

2, 2011              Leonard Cooper                                                                                                           

2, 2017   John Vaughn                                                                                                                                           

2, 2018  Jose Luis Falcon, Jr.                                                                                                                                              

3, 1991  John Donovan

3, 2000  J.H. Allen

3,  2008  Bonnie J. Alonzo                                                            

4,  2011  Eugene R. Thaler                                                                                                                                           

5, 2001  W.A. Thomason

6, 1999  Lyndon  Hunt

6, 2009   Douglas F. Willis

6, 2014  Kenneth Dunlap

7, 1999  Thomas Ontiveros

7, 2018  Harrell C. Sutton

8, 2017  Daniel P. Fike

9, 1986  Kenneth D. Porter

10, 2005  William L. Turner

10, 2010  John B. Walzel

11, 2001 W.H. (Bill) Gaines

11, 2004 Raymond Prazak

11, 2019 Frances L. Kelly 

12, 2005  Buster Hightower

12, 2006 George H. Larue

12, 2018  James Fred Loofs

13, 2001 Robert D. Harris, Sr.

13, 2017  James C. Tatum

13, 2013  Richard Howells

13, 2015  Ralph Drawe

14, 2004 David H. Hadley

15, 2005  John Stringer

16, 2004 Vernon H. Maness

16, 2007  Lester L. Wunsche

16, 2019  Waymon Allen Jr.

17, 2009  Gilbert H. Reyes

19, 2006 Alvin G. Christal

19, 2016  Freddy G. Black 

20, 1999 Lloyd Rivers 

20, 2001 Lee R. Jaster

20, 2016  Lloyd H. Smith

21, 1981 Thomas E. Grubbs

21, 2008  Manuel Ortega

21, 2011 Frederick D. Black 

21, 2012  Joseph Eckenrode

21, 2018  Robert E. Brumley 

23, 2011  James O.  Parker 

24, 2004 Walter Truitt Bolin

25, 1991 Glen W. Ewton, Jr.

25, 1998 L.W. (Larry) Moore

25, 2011  Robert L. Martin 

26, 2002 R.J. Matthias, Jr.

27, 2007  Harold Hickman

28, 2003 Charles B. Wiener

29, 2004 Herman  Stephens

30, 2007  A.R. Walker

30, 2009  Herbert C. Paar

30, 2009  James W. Kelley

30, 2013  William Sanders

31, 2007  Thomas R. Rose

31, 2008  John H. Sillivan

31, 2014  James H. Legg
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The four suspects left and Councilman 
McKaskle continued his efforts to secure 
the premises.  After doing so, Councilman 
McKaskle gathered his thoughts and 
called the Houston Police Department to 
report the incident.  

We, my partner Johnny Bonds and I, 
were working the Evening Watch out of 
Homicide.  Lieutenant Frank Crittenden 
was the boss, and I mean, the BOSS.  The 
big boss in the corner office was Captain 
L.D. Morrison Jr.  The report of this incident 
was transferred to the Homicide Division, 
where Duty Lieutenant Frank Crittenden 
was appraised of the situation.  Lieutenant 
Crittenden immediately assigned Bonds 
and Zoch to further delve into this alleged 
offense of a sitting City Councilman being 
deprived of his liberty.      

As I recall, and Bonds has verified this, 
Zoch was on the ground that evening.  
In other words, any report we would 
have to generate would be basically his 
responsibility.  Of course, we would both 
participate in any decisions that would 
need to be made during the course of 
any investigation.  Also,  if we should be 
be assigned a another major investigation 
such as a Murder or Officer-Involved 
Shooting, we would both be responsible 
for a large amount of documentation.

After briefly speaking to Councilman 
McKaskle by phone, the Detectives 
proceeded to the scene, which at this 
time was being secured by several very 
frightened City of Houston administrative 
employees.  It was very quickly 
ascertained that the suspects who held 
the Councilman captive were very likely 
to be the husbands and/or boyfriends of 
the female employees assigned to this 
location in Acres Homes.  Information to 
this extent was not easily obtained, as 
you can well imagine, but this scenario 
was arrived at shortly thereafter.  Names 
and other identifiable information were 
not easily forthcoming at this time.  It was 
sort of like pulling teeth, you understand.

With the information available at the 
time, the detectives proceeded to keep 
Lieutenant Crittenden informed as to the 
status of the investigation.  If anyone in 
this reading audience ever worked for 
Lieutenant Crittenden, they would fully 
understand that keeping him informed 
was of the utmost importance.  

Any comments made in reference to 
Lieutenant Crittenden are meant with 
the utmost respect.  He was a ten-year 
veteran of the United States Navy prior 
to his service with HPD and we were 
most respectful of his desire and need 
to be aware of everything involved in 
an investigation that he was ultimately 
responsible for.  He advised us to continue 
to interview the Councilman in more detail 
as to determine what charges would be 
appropriate.  That had already been 
done, and in contacting Councilman 
McKaskle by phone, it was his strong 
opinion that whoever was responsible for 
denying him his freedom of movement 
should basically be incarcerated for the 
rest of their natural born days.  

The Councilman was asked to once again 
go over the events of that afternoon, 
specifically as to what the actions of each 
of these individuals had been.   I was 
speaking to him on the phone and after 
the actions were once again described to 
us, I had the unfortunate duty to explain 
to him that from what he was describing 
to us, that the most serious crime that 
had been committed was that of False 
Imprisonment, a Misdemeanor.  Needless 
to say, Councilman McKaskle was very 
upset with me and stated that he would 
call the Chief of Police if nothing more 
could be done.  He eventually calmed 
down after he was assured that we were 
doing everything possible to bring these 
suspects to justice with the most serious 
charges possible under the law.

A trip to the Homicide Office was made 
shortly thereafter and further checks 
with the Identification Bureau and other 
limited resources at the time produced 
leads that we could pursue that evening. 

Now, Bonds and I were confronted with a 
critical part of the investigation.  We had 
knowledge of a large political rally that 
was to be held in the Acres Homes area 
that night.  This was to be a celebratory 
gathering of Mayor Hofeinz’s grass roots 
organization.  We felt sure that the key 
players, city employees or not, would likely 
be at this gathering.  Bonds and I talked 
about how to deal with this situation, 
and being the young, somewhat not 
experienced hard-chargers that we were 
at the time, decided to go for it.  We felt 
like we had to go in there to obtain more 
identifiers on the culprits.

At around 10pm that night, the local 
news media were gleefully announcing 
on the nightly news that the Mayor had 
been re-elected.  Right or wrong, my 
partner and I made the decision that 
we would gather North Shepherd Radio 
Patrol Acres Homes troops and walk 
boldly into this obviously hostile crowd.  
Four uniformed Radio Patrol Officers were 
summoned and after being appraised 
of our objective, the six of us entered this 
boisterous celebratory crowd.  I am not 
sure that I can describe, after nearly forty-
four years ago, the atmosphere as well as 
the insults we endured going in and while 
there. We spoke to the leaders of the 
rally, and while very little new information 
was obtained, some, not much, we held 
our heads up high and exited without a 
physical confrontation.  Yes, we all called 
out to this location, but this was several 
years prior to the issuance of hand-held 
radios for Patrol Officers.

I also recall going to a rather up-scale 
residence in the Acres Homes area that 
night.  It was the residence of one of the 
City of Houston female employees at 
the vacated office.  She was naturally 
concerned for her job and provided us 
a few additional bits of information that 
we were seeking.

This was rather late in our 4-12pm shift, and 
after returning to the Homicide Office, we 
made several more ID checks and went 
home for the night. 

Continues from Page 12

Continues on Page 27



27The Retired Badge June - July 2020 Edition

While this was not a Capital Murder 
investigation, our adrenalin was flowing 
over the uniqueness of this investigation.  
We actually looked forward to the next 
afternoon when this query could be 
continued and charges could be filed on 
these dastardly culprits.

This being the unusual type of investigation 
and due to the political implications that 
would be possibly involved, Bonds and 
I had spoken to several Assistant D.A.’s 
throughout that evening.  You would 
need to understand while I am not aware 
of how such cooperation occurs today in 
2020, we were met with a very interested 
and cooperating cadre of Assistant 
D.A.’s that particular evening.  The 
overall relationships between Homicide 
Detectives and the Assistant D.A.’s in 
that era was excellent.  Charges were 
discussed on more than one occasion 
that evening and we were told that when 
we had it all together, to BRING IT ON for 
official charges to be filed.  They were 
somewhat pumped up also.

The communications between 
Homicide shifts was very limited in those 
days, limited mainly to inter-office 
correspondence, commonly known 
back then as yellow sheets.  Unless 
there was some urgency involved 
in an investigation, you worked your 
own deals and if needed, assistance 
was requested through the yellow 
sheet communication.  However, 
the day shift on the following day 
was somehow very well aware of the 
previous evening’s investigation.

Upon our arrival for work the next 
afternoon, we were immediately 
summoned into the Captain’s Office.  
We were told that we had done an 
outstanding job on this investigation, 
but further, that nothing more would 
need to be done on this matter.  Rather 
shocked with this turn of events, we 
asked WHY?  We were then further 
advised that the Councilman no longer 
wanted to file charges.  Now, this was a 
complete about-face from his attitude 
the previous night.

Well, we had our instructions and while 
being upset about the situation, we went 
about our shift.  Yes, we were bitching, I 
am sure.   There existed at the time two 
fellow Detectives who working Evenings 
with us that month.  They were both 
experienced in City Hall politics as both 
had worked extensively on the City Hall 
Committee of the HPOA (Houston Police 
Officer’s Association, the forerunner of the 
current HPOU).  One of those individuals 
was Homicide Detective Charles Correll.  
Now, if anyone can recall Charles Correll, 
they would remember that he was a 
top-notch individual, a man of his word.  
Bonds and I listened carefully, but still had 
our misgivings about the entire deal.

I’m reasonably sure we were probably 
openly griping about our efforts having 
gone for nothing and we were quietly 
told the following by Charles regarding 
the change of course:  

The suspects, who were, as suspected, in 
actuality husbands and/or male friends 
of the Acres Homes City Hall employees, 
were all Mayor Hofheinz supporters.  The 
Mayor, when learning of this incident, 
likely made a call to the Councilman, 
reminding him that prosecution of this 
offense would likely make it very difficult 
for him for the next two years.  Further, 
that any funding the Councilman might 
deem necessary for his district would 
become very difficult, if not impossible, 
for him to procure.  As Chester A. Riley on 
the TV show the LIFE OF RILEY would say, 
“What a revolting development”!

Was the matter over?  Well, not really.  
As mentioned earlier, several Assistant 
District Attorney’s were well aware of 
this investigation.  Needless to say, an 
“Unofficial” phone call was placed to 
make them aware of the changes in 
this investigation.  To my memory, we 
had identified at least three of the four 
culprits and based on WHAT HAD BEEN 
LEARNED PRIOR TO OUR BEING PULLED 
OFF OF THE INVESTIGATION, the District 
Attorney’s Office made the decision to 
file False Imprisonment charges on the 
suspects in the name of the STATE OF 
TEXAS, not the Councilman.

The charges were “against the peace 
and dignity of the State”. However, the 
Councilman would have to be summoned 
for trial as a witness.  He would prove to 
be a very reluctant witness, indeed.

To my knowledge, I do not recall 
any backlash on us from our Chain 
of Command for these charges 
being filed.  We did our best to let it 
known that we were not pleased with 
being pulled off of the case, but also 
“covered out butts” by explaining the 
decision to file charges was made by 
the D.A.’s Office with the information 
that we had learned the previous night, 
and not today.  We continued to work 
other cases and several months later, 
we received Court Subpoenas to one 
of the County Criminal Courts where 
Misdeameanors were adjudicated.  

At the time of these events, the 1975-76 
era,  Homicide Detectives rotated shifts 
each and every month.  Over a year’s 
period of time, we would work basically six 
months of days, three months of evenings, 
and three months of nights.  This rotation 
was rough on the body, even the younger 
ones like we were at the time.  However, 
we were allowed to swap shifts with other 
pairs of detectives if it suited both pairs.  It 
was not beneath anyone in the Homicide 
Division, with no such thing at the time as 
paid overtime, to plan these shift swaps 
to coincide with an upcoming court trial.  
And, that we did.

When the trial date came, we dutifully 
showed up in court at 9am to obtain our 
full day’s court pay and then continued 
on to our regular evening shift tour of duty.  
The Councilman had been subpoenaed 
and even though he did not wish to 
pursue the matter, he was obligated 
to sit on those hard court benches in 
the hallway with us for three complete 
days. Johnny and I recalled recently 
how unhappy this man was to be seated 
there for this ordeal.  As I recall, he was, 
however, cordial to us.  Oh, well.

Continues from Page 26
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A full trial was conducted and the last 
witness, the Councilman, was called.  He 
took the stand and testified that he had 
changed his mind on the prosecution of 
this offense.  I am sure that this was rather 
embarrassing for him, but then again, that 
was part of the strong Mayoral system of 
government that existed at the time and 
likely still exists today.  The charges were 
dismissed by the Judge at that time.

Continues from Page 27

I have asked my old partner, Retired 
HPD Detective/Sergeant Johnny Bonds, 
THE COP WHO WOULDN’T QUIT, to 
review this story.  He did so, and as he 
had related about another incident we 
worked on, IF IT AIN’T TRUE, IT OUGHT TO  
BE!  Actually, it WAS!

Nelson J. Zoch
May 11, 2020

Prior to completing this document, I 
googled the name of Councilman 
Larry McKaskle and learned that he 
passed away as recently as December, 
2019.  He was eighty-nine years of 
age.  Following his City Hall career, he 
had a long and successful career in 
Commercial real estate.  

May he REST IN PEACE!

Killed in the Line of Duty

June 19, 1921 Jeter Young

June 27, 1921 David D. Murdock

June 17, 1928 Albert Worth Davis

June 22, 1929 Oscar E. Hope

June 30, 1939 George D. Edwards

June 6, 1958 Noel R. Miller

June 30, 1965 Floyd T. Deloach

June 26, 1968 Ben Eddie Gerhart

July 30, 1901 William A. Weiss

July 30, 1927 Rodney Q. Wells

July 1, 1964  James F. Willis

July 13, 1982 James D. Harris

July 19, 1988 Elston M. Howard

June July

June 26, 1968 Bobby L. James

June 17, 1972 David F. Noel

June 18, 1974 Jerry L. Riley

June 8, 1978 Timothy L. Hearn

June 27, 1990 James B. Irby

June 29, 2008 Gary Gryder

June 23, 2009 Henry Canales

Election Chairman once again will be E.J. 
Smith.  Thanks to both of these volunteers 
for assisting with this vital function of our 
organization.

As of the May phone conference meeting, 
the following are the HPROA Officers who 
are up for re-election this year:

President-Bob Barnard, who has indicated 
he will run again.

Ist Vice President-Medwin Beale, who 
would also wish to serve again.

Board Secretary-Sue Gaines, who would 
also like to continue to serve.

Board members-Steve Toth, Shelly 
Scheibe, and Roy McDonald would also 
like to continue their service.

Jim Ashby, whose resignation date as the 
Webmaster will take affect at the end of 
August, 2020, has decided to step down 
from  his Board position.  Thank you, Jim, 
for your many years of service to the 
HPROA in those several capacities.  This 
means an open position on the Board to 
be decided upon by the membership.

Nelson Zoch

Continues from Page 24
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Continues from Page 29
RetiRee Roundup

RETIRED OFFICERS ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE

FOREST TURBERVILLE • BARBARA COTTON • RON HEADLEY • PAT KAINER • MATTIE PROVOST • RAY SMITH • HENRY CHAVEZ • TIM DILLON

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know 
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might 
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us 
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance. 

APRIL 2020

Roy Ferguson: (4-1-20rh) Nelson Zoch 
received a return call from Retired 
HPD Sgt. Renita Ferguson regarding 
her husband, HPROA member Retired 
Sgt. Roy Ferguson. Renita reports that 
Roy went into the hospital eight days 
ago with pneumonia after which it was 
determined that he had COVID-19.  
He entered St. Luke’s Hospital in the 
Medical Center and has been there 
ever since without Renita or any other 
family able to see him.  She states 
that the doctors believe he turned 
the corner for the better yesterday 
but is not out of the woods yet.  She 
says more prayers are definitely 
needed and requested. UPDATE (04-
13-20) Steve Toth talked with Renita 
and she said that Roy had been on 
a ventilator for 18 days.  On Good 
Friday he was taken off the ventilator 
and was scheduled to be transferred 
out of ICU on Tuesday to a regular 
room.  He will continue his treatment 
at St Luke’s.  Please continue to pray 
for Roy. 

UPDATE: (4-22-20)  Steve Toth received 
a message from Renita advising “The 
prayers of the righteous availeth 
much. Roy is scheduled to be 
discharged in the next few days. To 
God be the glory!”.  

Thank you to all for your thoughts and 
prayers.  

Continues on Page 30

Instead he has decided to be placed 
on hospice care, with Sue Gaines 
being his advocate. Nelson has been 
an active member of the HPROA and 
the Family Assistance Committee for 
over 20 years and has given comfort 
and assistance to hundreds of HPROA 
members.  He has been a blessing 
to all who know him. NOTE: Nelson 
passed on April 20. Please pray for 
Nelson’s family. 

Steve Vaeza: (04-22-20rh) Jim St. John 
received a call from Steve yesterday. 
Steve said he fell Saturday and hit his 
head on the cement.  A neighbor 
came by to see him later and called 
an ambulance for him.  He is in 
Hermann Memorial, 610 @ Ella.  He 
had stiches in his forehead and they 
are running several tests on him.  It is 
unknown when he will be released.   
Please include Steve in your prayers. 
UPDATE: (4-30-20rh) Steve has been 
released and is at home, but not 
doing well.  He lives alone and does 
enjoy hearing from old friends.  His 
number is 713-857-3866.

Lisa Kennedy: (4-27-20rh) Lisa, wife of 
Chuck Kennedy, has been fighting 
cancer for approximately two years.

Thomas Klawiter: (4-9-20rh) Nelda, 
Thomas’s wife notified us today that 
he has been in the hospital for over 
a week. He has a very weak heart 
and renal failure. The doctors believe 
he developed a bacterial infection 
from the metal in the pacemaker/
defibrillator that was put in in 
December. The doctors said he is too 
weak now to withstand a surgical 
procedure to remove it. They have 
seen no improvement in the last few 
days. His white blood cell count was 
higher today and they have advised 
her of hospice care. She elected to 
bring him home so she can be with 
him.  He is incoherent, but she feels 
he will know she is with him. She hasn’t 
been able to be with him since the 
hospital has been in lockdown status. 
Nelda says her heart is broken. Please 
keep Nelda, Thomas, and their family 
in your prayers. NOTE: Thomas passed 
away on April 10.

Nelson Foehner: (4-16-20rh) We visited 
today with Nelson and Sue by phone. 
Most us know that he has been fighting 
Lymphoma cancer for months now.  He 
completed his first round of chemo therapy 
and all appeared be well for a while. 
However, he started to have severe pain 
in his right shoulder and tests revealed the 
cancer had spread.  They then decided 
to try radiation and he just completed 
25 treatments.  Tests then revealed the 
treatments he had were not effective. 
Nelson’s oncologist then recommended 
additional chemo treatments, but Nelson 
decided to decline.
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Continues from Page 29

Chuck contacted me and advised 
that tests now indicate Lisa’s cancer 
has spread to her liver and spleen. 
She will now undergo another round 
of chemo. Please continue to pray 
for Lisa and Chuck as they continue 
their fight against this terrible disease.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF
MARCH AND APRIL 2020

Clifford J. Gilhooly, March 11, 2020

Joseph N. Guidry, April 5, 2020

Charles B. Mosley, April 5, 2020

Shirley Jackson, mother of member 
Melanie Bratton, April 8, 2020

Thomas E. Klawiter Jr., member, 
April 10, 2020

Nelson Foehner, member, 
April 20, 2020

Jimmie Florence Wootten, member, 
April 21, 2020

Elton L. Blanchard, Jr., April 27, 2020 

“God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble. 
Therefore we wil not fear…”
Psalms 46:1-2

“In wine there is wisdom, in beer 
there is freedom, in water there is 
bacteria” - Ben Franklin

Chase Cormier: (5-2-20rh)  Many of 
you may have heard of the tragedy 
involving an H.P.D Helicopter crash. 
One of our officers lost his life, Jason 
“Mike” Knox.  His partner, Chase 
Cormier, was critically injured. Chase 
Cormier is the son of HPROA member 
Jerry Cormier. Jerry advised us this 
afternoon that Chase had just gotten 
out of surgery and is in bad shape, 
but he is alive and is going to be in 
rehab for a long time. They are just so 
thankful he survived. However, Chase 
is so sad and remorseful for the loss 
of his partner.  Please lift up prayers 
for the family of Jason and for Chase 
and his family.

Bruce Music: (5-12-20rh) In 2015 Bruce 
suffered a major stroke which left 
him paralyzed on the left side.  This 
last March Bruce had another major 
stroke on the opposite of side of the 
brain. Fran, Bruce’s wife, contacted 
us yesterday and stated that after 
Bruce was released from the hospital 
he was admitted to a rehab center, 
but she decided to take him home 
after only 9 days due to the corona 
virus outbreak. She said that Bruce 
is having home therapy, is still weak, 
and needs to build up his strength 
slowly. He also is still having difficulty 
with speech and he is not up to 
receiving calls at this time.  Please 
keep Fran and Bruce in your prayers.  

Steve Vaeza: (5-12-20rh) Steve has 
been having serious health issues. 
In the last month or so he has fallen 
several times and he has been in and 
out of the hospital. 

His heart is weak and he is having 
circulation problems in his legs. 
Please keep Steve in your thoughts 
and prayers. He does enjoy receiving 
calls from friends. His number is 713-
857-3866.

Henry Pressley: (5-14-20rh)  Nelson 
Zoch was able to speak with Henry’s 
daughter Tina Faircloth and learned 
that Henry developed a large tumor 
on his brain and was operated on 
back on January 3 of this year.  He 
is recovering in a rehab facility near 
Pearland.  A part of him is functioning 
somewhat while there are still a 
number of issues with other parts of 
the brain.  He is alert at times but 
still has a difficult time remembering 
certain things.  Of course he wants 
to go home but he is just not able 
to do so at this time.  Tina does not 
think he should have a lot of phone 
calls as those might confuse him 
even more.  She did say it would be 
good for Nelson to contact him to let 
him know we are thinking of him. He 
tried today, but he did not answer. 
Tina says she will keep us updated.  
Please keep Henry in your thoughts 
and prayers.

Arthur Price: (5-14-20bc)  Arthur 
suffered a stroke on February 2, 
2020.  Barbara Cotten talked with 
Mary Price, Arthur’s wife today. She 
said he is doing better physically; 
however, he is still having speech 
and memory problems. She said he 
is in good spirits. Let’s keep Arthur 
and Mary in our prayers for him to 
continue to improve.

Continues on Page 31
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PLEASE KEEP ALL OF OUR SICK AND SHUT-INS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Don’t forget that our committee has medical equipment available for use. We have hospital beds, wheelchairs, scooters, 
walkers, shower chairs, potty chairs, crutches, and walking canes. If you have information about a retiree or family 
member that has a need for any of this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of the Retired Officers Assistance Committee.

Sharon Carter: ( 5-16-20rh) John 
Harlan visited with Gerald Carter 
yesterday by phone and found that 
Gerald’s wife, Sharon, had just been 
diagnosed with cancer.  Gerald said 
that she will begin treatment this next 
week and he would appreciate as 
many prayers as possible for Sharon.

Ismael (Iffy) Flores Jr.: (5-17-20rh) 
Luis Ballesteros received a call from 
Ismael advising him that he had a 
heart attack Friday night and was at 
St. Luke’s Hospital.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF
MARCH  2020

Jason Michael Knox, Line of Duty, 
May 2, 2020

Harold D. Clayton, Jr., May 4, 2020

David J. Hagan, May 5, 2020

Joel A Welhons, member, May 7, 2020

All the great things are simple, and many 
can be expressed in a single word: 
freedom, justice, honor, duty, mercy, 
hope. – Winston Churchill

He has since been released and is at 
home.  I called Ismael today and he 
stated that the heart attack caused 
serious damage to his heart and 
that it was not repairable. For now 
he is being treated with medication. 
His cardiologist will be determining 
in the next few weeks if there are 
other options for him.  Ismael has 
had kidney failure and other major 
medical issues, but he remains 
amazingly upbeat. 

Please keep Ismael in your thoughts 
and prayers. 

Continues from Page 30

Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
HPROA Family Assistance Committee:

Forrest Turbeville, Chairman  713-319-5466
Barbara Cotton    281-723-9205
Ron Headley     713-253-5749
Ray Smith     281-731-1588
Pat Kainer     281-642-6645
Mattie Provost               281-389-3122
Henry Chavez    281-687-8962
Tim Dillon     281-831-6771

Family Assistance Unit:

Senior Police Officers Jennifer Smesny, 713-308-1237, Jorge R. 
Lucero, 713-308-1240, and Rochon Hall, 713-308-1239.

If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center, 
713-308-1500. 

Burial Fund:

832-969-9099.   Leave message for someone to contact you.

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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713.986.0200 • 800.927.8707 • HPCU.coop

YOUR ACCOUNTS IN ONE PLACE
Connect all your deposit and 
loan accounts, even ones from 
other banks and credit unions, 
and get a full view of your 
finances at any time.

PERSONALIZE  YOUR  EXPERIENCE
New customizable options let 
you organize your dashboard 
and nickname and color-code 
your accounts to help you stay 
on top of your finances and get 
your banking done faster.

MORE PEACE OF MIND
More layers of security, such 
as two-factor authentication, 
advanced fraud detection, and 
state-of-the-art encryption, 
keep your money and personal 
information safe.

CUSTOMIZE YOUR ALERTS
Create your own text 
message or email alerts to 
get custom updates on low 
balances, account activity, and 
payments—anything you want 
to keep an eye on.

SNAPSHOT INSTANT ACCESS
When you’re on the go, snapshot 
lets you quickly see your account 
summary through the mobile 
app without needing to log in.

SMARTER BUDGETING TOOLS
Track spending, set savings goals, 
and create budgets to better 
understand your finances and 
make it easier to set money aside 
for whatever you’re saving for.

ENHANCED TRANSFER OPTIONS
Easily transfer money to your 
accounts at other financial 
institutions or send funds to 
other HPCU members.

EASILY ACCESS eDOCUMENTS
Receive your account, 1098 
and 1099-INT statements 
electronically with eDocuments. 
eDocuments not only keep 
it simple, they also keep it 
secure. By electing to receive 
eDocuments, you protect 
yourself from identity theft and 
help the environment all at the 
same time.

ONLINE & MOBILE BANKING FEATURES

The Retired Badge is an official publication of 
the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association 
(HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the 
supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors. 
However, opinions expressed by individual 
Board members or any other contributor in 
this publication do not reflect the opinion 
of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA. 
Editorial submissions and other items of interest 
from HPROA members are welcomed and 
encouraged.

Commercial advertisements in The Retired 
Badge are paid for by the contributors and 
do not in any manner imply an endorsement, 
warrant, or guarantee by the HPROA.

Editorial Policy: 
The Retired Badge is published in by the 
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association. 
Materials submitted for publication are subject 
to review by the board and to editing. All 
photographs will be refunded if they have a self 
addressed, stamped envelope included.  The 
Retired Badge is published in February, April, 
June, August, October, and December by the 
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association. 
Materials submitted for publication are subject 
to review by the board and to editing. All 
photographs will be refunded if they have a 
self addressed, stamped envelope included. 

Editorial content may be mailed to P.O. Box 
130787, Houston, Texas 77219. 

Deadlines are the 18th of the odd-numbered 
month and should be forwarded and received 
by the Editor on that date.


