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East Texas (Crockett) Reunion
The annual HPROA East Texas (Crockett) Reunion will be held 
this year on Saturday June 28, 2014 from 10am- 2pm.  Doors 
will be open and coffee will be ready at about 9:30am.  
The reunion will be held at the Crockett Civic Center, 1100 
Edmiston Drive, located off the east side of the 304 Loop in 
Crockett, Texas.

As in the past, admission is $10.00 per person and this includes 
lunch. We have had quite a few compliments about the 
lunch we have served the past two years, so ”The Moosehead 
Cafe” of Crockett will again cater our lunch this year.
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A Message for Meeting Attendees

As we do at every reunion, we will have a Silent Auction at 
this reunion. We will again have diamond jewelry, crafts, 
art and untold treasures donated by our members. All the 
proceeds from the silent auction go to support the activities 
of our HPROA Family Assistance Committee.  Please bring 
silent auction items either to the reunion or to the monthly 
HPROA meeting on June 12, 2014.  

There will be updates on our pension issues, our medical 
benefits and other retiree issues.

As usual, motels and campgrounds are available in the area.

Okay guys, listen up!  August meeting is just ahead.  That 
means more people and election results.  Also, food-good 
food.  And, this means additional duties for your setup and 
takedown committee.  Ed Brossman made it look so easy.  
We came in and sat down and had fellowship and left.  We 
never thought about all Ed did to serve us.

For example, coming in, open the building, turn on lights and 
fans, tables and chairs set up, coffee and goodies set up 
and so on.  Take down involves putting all back as it was and 
picking up trash on floors and tables, flushing commodes, 
cleaning coffee pots, floors and tables and trash.  Trash has 
to be gathered and taken outside to the dumpster.  Your 
current committee handles it just fine unless extra time, more 
people and food is added.  

Then, we could sure use a hand at take down.  Please, if you 
can, stay a few minutes after the August meeting.  We would 
appreciate your company.  Thanks.

Till next time, 

The Set Up Committee

COMMENT FROM EDITOR AND BOARD:

We can all do more to help these men who work this thankless 
job each and every month.  Please pitch in and clean up 
after yourselves and move your chairs back into and under 
the table.
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BILL ELKIN

Bill Elkin, Executive Director

By the time you read this article the 
elections to replace Ralph Marsh 
on HPOPS Board of Trustees will be 
complete, and the results will be 
known.  The HPROA has historically 
taken a position on trustee elections 
for HPOPS, over the many years that 
we have been in existence.  And, the 
organization has always supported 
the person that we felt should be 
either re-elected, or elected, and who 
would meet the challenges facing 
the viability of the pension system. 
 
When Ralph made his decision 
to retire and take the position of 
Executive Director of the Houston 
Firefighters’ Relief and Retirement 
Fund, he contacted me and 
informed me of this decision.  He 
added that even though he made 
this decision, it was a difficult one, 
and that his heart will always be with 
HPOPS  and it’s members, of which 
he is now a retired one.  We will 
always be grateful to Ralph for the 
many years he served as a trustee, 
and as Chairman of  the Board.

With Ralph’s departure from HPOPS, 
there were 5 members who filed papers 
to be elected to finish out Ralph’s term, 
which runs for two more years.

These members were David Arcizo, 
Brett Tatum, William McPherson, Mike 
Newsome and Dwayne Ready.  It was 
decided by the elected officers of the 
HPROA to form a vetting committee 
and inteview all 5 candidates.  We 
invited all of the candidates for the 
interview, and all agreed.   A series 
of questions was written, and each 
candidate was asked the same set of 
questions.  All of the candidates were 
qualified to served on HPOPS Board 
of Trustees, and are commended for 
their interest in the position, and in 
the preservation of the system and its 
benefits as we know them today.
 
After a difficult decision the interview 
committee made its recommendation 
in favor of Dwayne Ready, who 
polled over 45% of the votes.  Coming 
in second was Mike Newsome, with 
almost 25 % of the vote.  This resulted 
in a runoff to fill the vacant position.  
Both of the runoff candidates were 
invited to appear before our  monthly 
meeting on May 8 th, and given an 
opportunity to address the members 
in attendance.   After the meeting 
the HPROA Board met and decided 
to continue our support of Dwayne 
Ready for this important election.

Address Change
Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in 
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary 
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise 
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve 
you if we know where you are. 

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 2288, Houston, TX 77252-2288.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252. 
Email: www.hpdretired.com

We know that the next session of the 
Texas Legislature, starting in January 
of 2015, will be one where we will be 
in a defensive mode, striving to keep 
and protect the pension system, and 
the benefits we now enjoy. 

PENSIONS AND OTHER RELATED THINGS!!



CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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A Message from Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

I mentioned, at the start of my article in 
the last edition of the “Retired Badge”, 
that we had lost the long time printing 
company that published the “Retired 
Badge”. Thanks to the hard work and 
research of our ”Retired Badge” editor, 
Nelson Zoch, we were able to get 
the April edition of the paper printed 
and out to you on time. My thanks to 
Nelson Zoch for all he does to keep our 
paper the respected printed voice of 
our organization!

Your fellow HPROA members have 
participated in two events, during 
the last month, that show our support 
and involvement in these worthwhile 
organizations and activities.

Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

The Retired Badge June - July 2014 Edition

Your HPROA, again this year, worked 
with the HPOU and the Honor Guard 
to put on a reception on Friday 
May 9, 2014, during the police week 
memorial service, for the families of 
HPD officers who were killed in the 
line of duty. Our HPROA volunteers, 
Stefanie Leonard, Sue Gaines, Phyliss 
Wunsche. Barbara Cotton and Nelson 
Zoch again played an important part 
in making this reception a dignified 
and enjoyable occasion for the 
families of our deceased brother and 
sister officers.

The second event, your HPROA 
participated in this month, was the 
reception held on Friday May 16, 2014, 
at Houston Intercontinental Airport, 
for the arrival of approximately 350 
wounded soldiers and marines. This 
was part of “The Wounded Warriors 
Weekend” activities. Myself, and all 
the HPROA members attending the 
reception, were invited to a breakfast 
in the offices of HPD’s Airport Division, 
before the arrival of the soldiers and 
marines. Many military and other law 
enforcement organizations were also 
in attendance. After breakfast we all 
joined hundreds of other Houstonians 
in forming a reception line to welcome 
and thank the wounded military 
personal for their service to our country, 
as they moved from the planes to the 
buses that would take them down the 
coast for a weekend of fishing. The 
smiles, tears and the expressions on 
the faces of the wounded warriors, 
made our efforts all worthwhile.

Now that we have talked about 
past events, that your HPROA has 
been involved in, let’s talk about 
an important upcoming event, our 
HPROA elections. Each year the 
HPROA president’s position and half 
of the board of director’s positions are 
up for election. Any HPROA member, 
in good standing, can run for election 
to our board of directors. 

Anyone interested in running for 
election to our board of directors must 
submit their name to our Nominating 
Committee Chairman (Bob Schields) 
before 5pm on June 11, 2014. Bob 
can be reached at 281-304-8173.  
All board positions are non-paid 
volunteer positions. I have been 
fortunate to work with a great group 
of your fellow HPROA members on our 
board of directors and look forward to 
working with them next year.

Your HPROA is a family of volunteers 
who work to keep our retired police 
family informed and together. We will 
continue to look out for our retirement 
benefits, get needed information out 
to you as quickly as possible and try to 
have some fun while we do it. Come 
join us and get involved.     

Steve
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This past weekend, April 26th and 
27th, my wife (Delores) and I attended 
a granddaughter’s wedding in 
Montgomery, Texas.  On Sunday 
morning, we decided to travel down 105 
from Montgomery to Plantersville and 
north on 1774 toward Anderson about 
five miles to a church built by Polish and 
German settlers in the late 1800’s.  The 
church, St. Mary’s Catholic, is one of the 
“painted” churches so named due to 
the beautiful art work inside.

As my wife and I walked forward 
to receive Communion, I noticed a 
man to my right also walking forward 
and thought, that walk I know.  Sure 
enough, it was Fred Jones, now retired 
and attending St. Mary’s regularly.  
After the service, we talked and I 
learned that Ron Wizinsky, also retired, 
also attends that church. Later, my 
wife and I began discussing the many 
times we have met people across the 
country that we knew from church, the 
neighborhood, and HPD.  I am sure you 
have had the same experience.

Recently, while having lunch at The 
Whistle Stop in Conroe, I noticed 
a guy walking past our table and 
knew it had to be Jimmy Harrell.  Sure 
enough, it was.  Then, on Sunday, 
May 4th, at our church in Magnolia, 
St. Matthias, we were enjoying our 
annual bazaar when I noticed a 
uniformed Officer walking away 
from our group.  I knew that walk, 
(a slight limp).  Yep, another retiree, 
Chuck Kennedy, now an Assistant 
Chief in Stagecoach, Texas.  We also 
saw Don Page, a retiree.  

I have seen our retired friends as far 
away as Alaska and Hawaii.  Besides 
church, WalMart, Academy and 
Kelsey Seybold are great places 
to see our friends.  Just stand or 
sit awhile and you will surely see 
someone you know.  Ask Forrest 
Turbeville,  Mr. WalMart.  I always 
took forward to visiting with our 
retired Officers and catching up on 
the past and present.  Each meeting 
is an opportunity to invite the retiree 
to attend our meetings. 

The Houston, Crockett, and 
Fredericksburg reunions are excellent 
locations for catching up with retirees 
now living across the state.

My wife, Delores, recently commented 
about the need to take every 
opportunity to visit our friends, 
especially those who are in advanced 
age and poor health.  I agree.  In 
closing, I would encourage each of 
you to attend the HPROA monthly 
meetings and the reunions as often as 
possible.  You will surely see your friends 
and enjoy the fellowship.

Till next time,

E.J.

HPD Back Then
By E.J. Smith



Officer Jerry Stowe Suffered Injuries in 1986;
Doctors Found he Died as a Result 14 Years Later 

September 20, 2000

By Nelson Zoch

5The Retired Badge June - July 2014 Edition

Jerry Keith Stowe was born on February 
1, 1953, in Fort Worth, Texas. His family 
moved to Houston and Jerry graduated 
from Dobie High School in Pasadena in 
1971. He was a member of the Sam B. 
Crawford Masonic Lodge No. 1418 in 
New Caney and the past chairman of 
the East Montgomery County Fair and 
Rodeo. Stowe worked in the construction 
industry in the electrical design field for 
a number of years and found his calling 
with the Houston Police Department 
shortly after his twin brother, Jimmy, 
joined the department.
       
Jerry Stowe joined HPD in Police Cadet 
Class No. 125 on November 26, 1984, 
graduating on March 30, 1985. He 
was elected by his classmates as class 
president. He wore Badge No. 4501. His 
first assignment was to the Radio Patrol 
Central Division on April 1, 1985 and his 
probationary training was completed on 
December 7, 1985. A normal rotation to 
the Jail Division began on January 4, 1986 
and was completed when he returned 
to Central Patrol on July 23, 1986.

On the night of Tuesday, August 26, 1986, 
Officers T. S. Galli and J. K. Stowe were 
riding Unit 1A21 when they responded 
to a female disturbance call at 1605 
Robin, just west of downtown. The call 
came shortly after midnight, August 27. 
The officers met the complainant, who 
advised them that she had been struck 
in the head by Litha Wade, also known 
as the “Whopper.” Other units arrived 
and all officers went to 1506 W. Webster, 
where the suspect resided. Officers Galli 
and Stowe were accompanied to this 
location by Officers M. A. Calix and D. B. 
Casserly. They observed this address to 
be a typical shotgun house. There were 
no porch lights or working street lights 
in this declining area, which seemed to 
have immense real estate value.

The officers met a large gathering of area 
residents on or around the front porch. 
They used their flashlights and a previous 
description of the suspect to positively 
identify her. As the officers approached, 
they observed Litha Wade not only to 
be extremely intoxicated but also to be 
holding a beer bottle and a twelve-inch 
butcher knife in her hands.

City of Houston Human Resources
Insurance Department Contact Numbers

HPROA Executive Director Bill Elkin has provided the below contact numbers for HPROA members who might have questions 
regarding their health insurance.

They talked Wade off of the porch and 
advised her that she was under arrest for 
aggravated assault. They then began to 
lead her to their patrol car. A mob scene 
erupted when she began resisting arrest. 

As Officers Calix and Casserly attempted to 
keep the crowd away from the suspect, a 
group of suspects, in particular Litha Wade’s 
brother, Filo Wade, attacked them. The 
group also attacked Galli and Stowe while 
they were in the act of placing Litha Wade 
in their patrol car. The attackers included 
another family Wade member, a sister, Dolly. 

After Officer Stowe and Galli had arrested 
Litha, violence a few feet away resulted 
in the stabbing of Officer Casserly. The 
suspect involved used a broken beer bottle. 
The group attacked Stowe and Galli from 
behind as they responded to the attack 
on Casserly. Someone struck Officer Stowe 
repeatedly from behind, using a 2X4 board 
with steel reinforcement rods. During this 
melee, yet another sister, Jamesetta Wade, 
entered the fight and assaulted officers 
while brandishing another twelve-inch 
butcher knife. 

Contact Phone Numbers for Retirees (Benefits)

A-F  Maribel Gomez   832.393.6101
G-M Alicia Solis    832.393.6102
N-Z Kemp Lenued   832.393.6103
Front Desk:     832.393.6100
Email Address: retireebenefits@cityofhouston.gov

Dental through City of Houston 
Dwayne Cook    832.393.6157  

CIGNA at City of Houston

A-F  LaKeith Johnson   832.393.6192
G-L Maria Rodriguez   832.393.6193
M-R Ivan Flake    832.393.6191
S-Z JoAnn Tillman   832.393.6194

Life Insurance
Tashell Smith     832.393.6114 

Continues on Page 7
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2014 Surviving Spouses Luncheon
The HPROA sponsors this luncheon every year for our 
much honored guests, all HPD surviving spouses.  This year 
the luncheon was held on Thursday, April 3, 2014, at the 
Houston Racquet Club.  We just wanted to take a minute to 
acknowledge and thank our sponsors for their generosity.

* * *

Houston Racquet Club
10709 Memorial Drive  Houston, TX  77024   713-464-4811

Bob and Ruth Landauer – Sponsors 
They provided us with a wonderful venue for the luncheon.  
They are a gracious and giving couple.

Kellie Stuff, Director of Private Events and Staff
This was our first year at the Houston Racquet Club and it was 
spectacular.  The room was perfect, the meal was excellent, 
the bread pudding was decadent and the wait staff was 
outstanding.

Entertainment
Jerry and Merry Music

3415 Greenlake Drive  Spring, TX  77388  281-355-6551
281-799-9299     713-502-9872

www.jerryandmerrymusic.com     jerryandmerrymusic@att.net 

Jerry and Merry Burgess made beautiful music together.  They 
had us singing along and dancing in the aisles.  Truly a very 
talented couple and we were definitely entertained. 

Friends of HPROA

Where would we be without our friends; Phyllis Wunsche, 
Karen Collman, and The Thin Blue Line LEMC – Stephanie 
Pineda.  They came through in a big way.   

HPD Chaplain and Honor Guard

Officers R. Blake, P.A. Caro, G. Gilford, R.A. Gonzales, D.C. 
Hammons and K. Taylor performed our opening ceremonies 
and are wonderful ambassadors of our department.  Melissa 
Saldivar Hamilton sang our national anthem.  Chaplain Monty 
Montgomery gave the invocation.

HPD Quilt

Vickie and Steve Rayne always go above and beyond when 
making this treasured memory.  This year we saw the finished 
product of Marie Black’s quilt in memory of Henry J. Timme.  
Patricia N. Williams was the winner of the 2015 quilt.

Luncheon

The HPROA provided Inspirational Stones as the luncheon 
favors while the blue acrylic badges were donated by Neal 
and Stefanie Leonard.

Phyllis Wunsche adorned everyone with lia sophia jewelry.

Jim and Dorothy Ashby created the name tags.

David Galindo had everyone posing for pictures.

Monetary Donation

Lisa Marshall, Managing Director- Corporate Communications, 
Service Corporation International made a very generous 
$3,000 donation to the luncheon.

Silent Benefactors

This year they donated $250, no questions asked.  

Table Arrangements

Brenda Rodriguez     The Orchid Florist
11548 NW Freeway  Houston, TX  77092   713-812-1807

Being the oldest at the table meant you were taking home the 
gorgeous table arrangement.  There were 18 lucky winners. 
This year our Luncheon Committee worker bees were Cathy 
Buckles, Barbara Cotten, Sue Gaines, Dee Leal and Phyllis 
Wunsche.  I worked them so hard that the day before the 
luncheon, Barbara suffered a mild stroke.  Sue and I were 
able to get her to the hospital and I am happy to report she 
is on the road to recovery.  We are already working on the 
luncheon for 2015.  We know that it will be as memorable a 
get together as this year’s and maybe more. 

Thanks again for making the 2014 Surviving Spouses Luncheon 
a little celebration of happiness.

 
Stefanie Leonard

     Luncheon Committee
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Whatever Happened to HPD Academy Class #5
This is the third of an ongoing series 
regarding HPD Academy classes.  Due 
to the class photos of the Class of 1939, 
as well as Classes #1 and #2 being 
temporarily removed from the wall at 
the Police Academy in order to be 
photographically improved, this series 
will continue with Class #5.  

If the response to this series is favorable, 
when the photos are returned we will 
resume with the earlier classes.

In the photo of Class #5, which 
graduated on December 15, 1950, 
there are listed forty-five names and 
photos of cadets.  What happened 
to these forty-five men who sought a 
police career at that time in our history, 
shortly after World War II and just prior 
to the Korean War?  

In the open records of HPOPS, there are 
listed twenty-four of these men who at 
some point qualified for at least a twenty-
year pension.

This is possibly not an all-inclusive figure, 
as some may have opted to not have 
their name and other information made 
public through HPOPS.  However, this is 
likely to be very nearly correct and as 
correct as it is likely possible to determine.   
HPOPS management has been briefed 
on this series and I have been advised  
that the information I am portraying is 
not in violation of any privacy act.

Of the forty-five, we will not dwell on the 
twenty-one that left HPD for various reasons, 
some voluntary and obviously, some probably 
not so voluntary.  None of the members of this 
class met their death IN THE LINE OF DUTY.  

The following qualified for a pension and 
have passed away:
John Biggs, Joe Eckenrode, Newellton 
Free, Horace Givens, David Hadley, David 
Horn, Alton Huckaby, Raymond Krampota, 
Jack Lee, John Nutt, Jesse Ontiveros, Billy 
Rogers, Mitchell Scrutchin, Oscar Smith, 
Henry Timme, Neal Todd, Edward Wegner, 
David Whipple, Ralph Wood, and Matthew 
Woolie. (20)

DO YOU RECALL ANY OF THESE MEN?  

Odds are that you remember one or 
more of them.

Four of this class, which graduated 
from the Academy over sixty-three 
years ago, are still here on this earth-
Clarence Albrecht, Edward Holiday, 
Pierce Leake, and Wilfred Navarro.  

Albrecht lives in Mississippi while 
Holiday, Leake, and Navarro all 
reside in the Houston area.  Hopefully, 
they are enjoying their well-earned 
retirement years.  

MAY GOD BLESS EVERY ONE OF THEM 
EACH AND EVERY DAY! 

Continues from Page 5

An Assist the Officer call brought enough 
officers to the scene to get the volatile 
situation under control. However, the 
damage was already done. A number 
of the officers involved were injured. An 
ambulance took the wounded Officer 
Casserly to Twelve Oaks Hospital. After 
the assist was put out, a supervisor, 
Sergeant C. D. Williams, arrived, resulting 
in the arrest of the suspect inside a 
house. Officers remained in serious bodily 
danger for another twenty minutes while 
the arrest took place.

Once order was restored, the officers 
present determined the extent of injuries 
and which suspects were the actual 
attackers. Officer Casserly was stabbed 
in his left arm when he raised it in self 
defense after he was alerted to the fact 
that Dolly Wade was about to stab him 
from behind with a beer bottle.

Casserly, who was the most seriously injured, 
was bleeding profusely at the scene and 
was later treated at Twelve Oaks. All 
of the officers, including Officer Stowe, 
complained of minor injuries but declined 
treatment. Fortunately, those injuries were 
documented in the original report.   

The initial officers at the scene were the 
only witnesses to the attacks. They began 
to identify as best they could who did 
what. Due to the poor lighting and the 
swiftness of the assaults, the officers could 
not positively identify their actual attackers.   

The state filed attempted capital murder 
of a peace officer again Jamesetta Wade 
and Dolly Wade. They filed the original 
assault charge against Litha Wade, as well 
as a new charge of hindering apprehension, 
the same charge now faced by Alma 
Wade, the matriarch of this model family.

Filo Wade initially eluded arrest during 
all of the confusion but was arrested the 
following day on charges of assault and 
hindering apprehension.

In reviewing the report filed on this incident, 
Officer Stowe stated that he had been 
kicked and beaten about his abdomen 
and the rest of his body a number of times 
during the melee. Being the young and 
strong officer that he was at only thirty-
three years of age, he shrugged off the 
injuries as part of the job. However, as time 
passed, his pain intensified and became 
unbearable. In November 1986, he sought 
medical attention. Doctors determined 
that he had suffered a damaged spleen 
and removed this organ. Then medical 
complications multiplied as time passed, 
causing the development of a pulmonary 
embolism on a lung. 

Continues on Page 8
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As a result of his injuries, Officer Jerry 
Stowe was assigned to desk duty at 
his home station of Central Patrol. He 
continued to perform those duties 
admirably until January 1990. His physical 
condition deteriorated until January 
25, 1990, when the Houston Police 
Officers Pension System granted him a 
catastrophic disability pension. His health 
continued on a decidedly downward 
trend until September 20, 2000, when he 
succumbed to the injuries he received 
while on duty as a Houston police officer.  
He was forty-seven years old.

Officer Stowe was survived by his wife 
Gail and one son, Cody, his parents, Don 
and Geri Stowe, sisters Patti Isenberg 
and Vicki Stowe, and his twin brother, 
HPD Officer Jimmy Stowe. Also mourning 
his death were his daughter-in-law, 
Mrs. Christina Stowe, and his father and 
mother-in-law, C. J. and Boots Moats.  

Visitation began on Sunday, September 
24, 2000, at 1 p.m. at the Brookside 
Funeral Home, 13401 Eastex Freeway.

RIVER OAKS HELFMAN HELFMAN HELFMAN
CHRYSLER • JEEP • DODGE

HELFMAN HELFMAN HELFMANRIVER OAKS

281-240-3673
12220 S.W. Frwy. (US59), Exit Kirkwood

Dodge 
Cars

Dodge 
Trucks

713-533-6100
7720 Katy Frwy. at Silber

CHRYSLER • JEEP • DODGE

713-524-3801
4807 Kirby Dr. at the S.W. Frwy.

MITSUBISHI

281-530-3673
11819 S.W. Frwy. (US59) Exit Kirkwood

Call Captain Alan Helfman

Funeral services were held at 3 p.m. 
Monday, September 25 at the Brookside 
Chapel with Brother Richard Huth and 
HPD Chaplain Edwin Davis officiating.  
Interment and Masonic graveside services 
followed there at Brookside Memorial Park.

For Officer Stowe to have received the 
medical pension, it was necessary that a 
number of competent medical personnel 
diagnose the origin of his injuries. While 
this was a pending legal matter, it was 
never a question in the minds of his 
family and fellow officers. Officer Jerry 
Stowe died a slow and painful death. 
The autopsy report detailed the cause 
of death to be multiple organ system 
failure secondary to blunt force trauma. 
Manner of death: HOMICIDE. 

A travesty of justice occurred in the 
system as it related to this offense. 
Charges were filed and the system, as 
it existed, prosecuted those that were 
known to have culpability in this offense. 
What was not known was the seriousness 
of the injuries, most specifically to Officer 
Stowe. Law enforcement officers do not 
make laws; they only enforce those that 
society provides for them.

Here is how the justice system treated the 
defendants: 

•	 Jamesetta	 Wade	 (African-
American	 Female,	 20),	 charged	 with	
assault	on	a	police	officer,	sentenced	to	
ninety	days	in	jail.	

•	 Dolly	 B.	 Wade	 (African-American	
Female,	 27),	 charged	 with	 attempted	
capital	 murder	 of	 a	 peace	 officer,	
sentenced	to	two	years.	

•	 Litha	 Wade	 (African-American	
Female,	 41),	 the	 mother	 of	 the	 Wade	
family,	assault	charge	dismissed.	

•	 Alma	 Wade	 (African-American,	
64),	believed	to	be	the	mother	of	this	fine	
group	 of	 citizens,	 misdemeanor	 assault,	
sentenced to three days in the county 
jail.

• James Lester Wade (African-
American, age unknown) assault charge, 
sentenced to four days in the county jail.

The Retired Badge June - July 2014 Edition

Continues from Page 7

Continues on Page 11
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Many of you remember those shifts when 
everything you did and saw went bad. It was 
difficult to find a comfortable place to find 
rest or sleep. There was solace somewhere in 
these situations but most of us were having a 
hard time discovering it. I was able, most of 
the time, to get by these bad times with some 
humor. I have always had a sense of humor, 
as most of you know. As youngsters we would 
play hard enjoying ourselves by playing tricks 
on each other and   sharing a good laugh. 
Growing into adulthood with all the additional 
responsibilities, our lives became more 
stressful. Many of us kept our problems too 
long before learning how humor could relieve 
some of those worries. It works, or I would not 
be around calling myself “old Henry”.

As a new police officer I was assigned to a senior 
officer. I withheld my humor as I did not want 
the senior officer to think I was some kind of a 
nut.  It could take months before you and your 
partner really trusted and knew each other’s 
personality. You don’t start your humorous 
tricks and remarks until you understand each 
other’s character. This would usually happen 
after you had a regular partner. You both 
knew when you were having a bad day and 
could enjoy a good laugh to easy the stress. 
In case you have never thought about it, a 
good laugh is medicine for the sole to fight 
depression. My partner, Bill Chron, and I had 
many bad shifts of stressful calls during our 
two years of riding patrol. One night he really 
came up with a good one. He said  “If it ever 
gets this bad again be sure you are running in 
back of me” and I said “what if I am in front”?  
He said “then I will shoot you and run over your 
dead body”. Bill was all heart. We used humor 
all the time when there was a stressful shift.

As we became senior officers it was time to 
dispense with the humor and train the new 
officers. Many forgot about using the medicine 
of a good laugh.  We would carry a no humor 
attitude into our retirement years where we 
could really use it again to deal with that old 
enemy “depression’.   I was fortunate to have 
kept mine. I had too. If I would have had ten 
kids, nine of them would be in trouble. Don’t 
laugh yet, think about your own. I use humor 
daily and never use it to offend anyone. All 
I want is to give the other guy and myself a 
better day with a laugh. This is what all of us 
need. Those sour faces are for when they 
place you in that box. As long as you are on 
this side of the grass give everyone a smile. 

Last week I was having problems with my 
high priced new electric stove. This piece 
of technological wizardry was acting like 
something from a junk yard. Old Henry had 
used that often never used brain and bought 
a service policy. I called for the dealer to 
send me a serviceman and they put me on 
the East Texas service list. You don’t know 
what that is?  It’s when THEY get ready to 
come to your home. After a week I got a call 
that the service technician would be in my 
area on a certain date between 9 AM and 4 
PM. How would you like to tell someone, who 
has a burglar in their back yard, the officers 
would be there in about 5 or 6 hours? Yea, 
hold the phone away from your ear. When 
he did show, I told him I was really glad to 
see him as I couldn’t stop the machine from 
draining. He looked at me and said I am 
here to fix the stove. I said those operators 
never can get things straight. I then inquired 
if he was qualified to repair my expensive 
stove. He said, yes he was. I then asked for 
his certificate of training and he gave me a 
strange look and turned around and started 
walking toward his vehicle.

It was time to let him in on my joke. 
Afterwards, we had a good laugh. I made 
his day and he made mine.

Occasionally some humor works in 
supervision. I had two officers, who worked 
at the North Shepherd Sub-Station who had 
forgotten how to write a moving violation 
ticket. Their aversion to tickets was affecting 
the other officer’s performance. No, I did 
not threaten them with transfers to another 
shift like the department use to do for us 
to make a donation to The United Fund. I 
called the officers in one at a time and told 
them to bring in their ditty bags. The first 
officer did not have a ticket book and the 
second officer’s book had one ticket that 
had been written several months ago. The 
book was a mess. I checked out two new 
ticket books and gave each a book with 
individual instructions on how a ticket should 
be written. I also informed them I would 
personally come out and help them write 
a ticket if they were having trouble or they 
could call another unit for help. My surprise 
came a few days later when both officers 
turned in some moving violation tickets. 
I drafted a commendation, using words 
from a Medal of Honor Awards describing 
the officer’s heroism by entering the hostile 
environment of heavy traffic and issuing 
tickets to some arrogant traffic violators. 
This brought the roll call to their feet with 
laughter and it solved the problem. 
To have happiness and humor one must 
share it with someone and when one 
laughs just remember you are giving out the 
medicine to make one feel good.

GOD BLESS
Henry Pressley

Like It Was
By Henry Pressley

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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While serving as a Houston police officer, I 
always believed we stood for what is right 
and always tried to do what was right.  
The motto of Texas Ranger Bill McDonald 
(1852 -1918) was, “No man in the wrong 
can stand up against a fellow that’s 
in the right and keeps on a-comin’”.  I 
believed if I was in the right, I didn’t have 
to back down to any man and I knew 
there was no giving up, I would have to 
keep fighting. 

It was important for me to do what was 
right while enforcing the law.  While 
patrolling the streets of Houston, I came 
in contact with individuals who provided 
information for other police officers.  
Although these individuals were usually 
involved in criminal activity, they always 
expected special consideration because 
of the criminal information they supplied.  
I found dealing with these individuals 
to be extremely distasteful since they 
received consideration other citizens did 
not receive.  It would take years before 
I realized working with confidential 
informants is a “necessary evil” of being a 
good investigator.

As small children we were taught it is 
not nice to tattle.  As we grew older 
we used terms like, “snitch”, “rat” and 
other derogatory names to describe 
informants.  In the Department, we refer 
to them as confidential informants, CIs, 
spies and other neutral names.  The 
information supplied by informants is 
extremely valuable to law enforcement, 
but controlling informants is difficult.  
However, not controlling an informant 
can spell disaster for any investigator.

In 1972, when I made detective, the 
Department relied on experienced 
investigators to teach new investigators 
how to work informants. 

I credit Sam Nuchia for teaching me the 
importance of confidential informants 
and the proper way to deal with 
them.  Through years of experience in 
dealing with informants, I have worked 
many major investigations which were 
successfully completed with the help 
of informants.

In my column “Justice for Sale” Retired 
Badge, (September-October 2011), I 
wrote about the investigation which led 
to the arrest and conviction of District 
Judge Garth Bates.  Before Bate’s arrest, 
several investigations occurred with the 
help of informants.  It all began with the 
investigation of the Mize family home 
invasion robbery.  It was a confidential 
informant who provided Sam and I 
with the names of the three gunmen 
who were responsible for terrorizing the 
Mize family.

Although we soon had the suspects locked 
away, we were missing a large amount 
of jewelry which was taken during the 
robbery.  A different informant provided 
us information regarding the fence, 
which bought the stolen jewelry and set 
up the robbery.  Frenchie Fontenot, who 
operated Northwest Pawn and Jewelry, 
was the fence and he still had the stolen 
jewelry.  He became our target and with 
the help of another informant, we built a 
strong case on Fontenot and recovered 
most of the stolen jewelry.  

When Sergeant Bob Reese and Officer 
Stan Plaster developed information 
from their informant regarding Fontenot 
attempting to bribe the judge in his case, 
we began a new investigation.  After the 
District Attorney’s Office (DAO) received 
Bob and Stan’s information, Sam and I 
were approached to talk with Fontenot 
and obtain his help in investigating this 
corrupt judge.  

Because of the seriousness of Bob and 
Stan’s information, the DAO was willing to 
give Fontenot consideration on his charges 
in exchange for his cooperation in our 
investigation.  “Nothing brings a nation to its 
knees faster than corruption, whether it is in 
business, law enforcement or the judiciary.”  
Boomtown DA by Carol S. Vance (Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., Publishers 2010, page 193).  
Without Fontenot’s help, Bates would not 
have been convicted and removed from his 
court bench.  Bates was the first Texas District 
judge to be convicted of bribery.
    

The Department As I Remember It

By Earl D. Musick

“Necessary Evil”

Continues on Page 12

District Judge Garth Bates after arrest

Detectives Howard White and Steve Felchak 
inventorying the stolen jewelry  
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HPROA Event Calender:
June - July - August 2014
Thursday, June 5, 2014
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, June 12, 2014
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, June 12, 2014
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

JUNE 28, 2014
CROCKETT (EAST TEXAS) REUNION

No HPOU General Membership Meeting in JULY

Thursday, July 10, 2014
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, July 10, 2014
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, August 7, 2014
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, August 14, 2014
HPOPS Board Meeting

Thursday, August 14, 2014
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

Thursday, August 14, 2014
ANNUAL ELECTION DAY AT HPROA WITH A COMPIMENTARY 
LUNCH FOLLOWING.

In the criminal justice system there is an 
animal referred to as Double Jeopardy.  
Basically, this means that an individual 
cannot be prosecuted twice for the 
same offense. In this case, it means that 
once these suspects were convicted 
or pled guilty to offenses related to this 
incident, they could not be prosecuted 
later for anything relating to the original 
crime. This meant that these suspects 
could not be prosecuted for the death 
of Officer Stowe.

The Homicide Division of the Houston 
Police Department and the Harris County 
District Attorney’s Office reviewed this 
offense. They carefully perused the Harris 
County Medical Examiner’s autopsy 
report and determined that they could 
take no additional legal action against 
these defendants. 

Continues from Page 8

In May 2006, he was due to leave Iraq in 
two months.  

In 2006, Officer Jerry Stowe’s mother 
and two sisters were still living. His 
father passed away in 2005. Officer 
Jimmy Stowe was promoted to 
Sergeant and after a tour of duty at 
Central Patrol, was assigned to the 
Narcotics Division. He was widowed 
in 2003. Gail’s father passed away in 
2001 and her mother lived near Gail in 
East Texas in 2006.

Nelson Zoch
May 3, 2014

The Retired Badge June - July 2014 Edition

Even though they were in fact 
responsible for the injuries which led to 
the death of Officer Stowe, they could 
no longer be held legally responsible.   

Officer Stowe’s patrol partner on that 
tragic night, T. S. Galli, resigned from 
HPD several times. On the primary 
backup unit were Officers Michael A. 
Calix and David B. Casserly. In 2006, 
Calix was assigned to the Inspector 
General’s Office and Casserly worked 
at the Westside Patrol Division. 
Sergeant C. D. Williams is retired.  

In 2006, Gail Stowe was remarried and 
lived near Lake Sam Rayburn. Son 
Cody, an eight-year veteran of the 
United States Army, is a staff sergeant 
with the 172nd Striker Brigade assigned 
in Masoul, Iraq.
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Continues from Page 10

Because of five different informants, 
three gunmen were arrested and 
convicted of committing the Mize 
robbery, a jewelry fence was arrested 
and property from the home invasion 
robbery was recovered and a corrupt 
judge was convicted of bribery.  Were 
these informants honest citizens you 
would want to hang out with?  The 
answer is no.  However, working with 
these informants was necessary and 
they provided valuable information 
which led to a greater good.

While dealing with informants, I 
developed five rules which were later 
incorporated into a lesson plan for the 
Department’s first class on dealing with 
confidential informants.  

Rule # 1, gain and maintain the 
informant’s respect.  When an informant 
has no respect for the police officer, 
he will work the police instead of the 
police officer working the informant.  
During my career I saw this on far too 
many occasions.

Rule #2, control the informant.  If a police 
officer turns his head to the informant’s 
illegal activity, the police officer loses 
the respect of the informant and the 
informant begins working the police for 
his own advantage.

Rule #3, never become personally 
involved with an informant.  Personal 
involvement with an informant will 
cause the police officer to lose 
creditability and respect.  It might even 
result in the police officer becoming a 
party to criminal activity.  I witnessed 
some outstanding police officers who 
fell into this trap and lost their jobs and 
some even lost their freedom. 

Rule #4, be fair.  Do what you say you 
will do and expect the informant to also 
do what they promise to do.  Develop 
an understanding of what you expect 
from the informant and what he can 
expect in return for his performance. 

Rule #5, always trade up, never down.  
Never use a five pound bass in an 
attempt to catch a minnow.  Make sure 
the target of your investigation is on a 
higher level than the case you give 
away to catch the bigger target.

Using those five simple rules helped 
me develop sources I can still call 
today.  As a criminal defense attorney, 
I use skills I learned as an investigator 
in developing information to help my 
clients.  One such case in 2008, earned 
me and my law partner JoAnne Musick, 
the Harris County Criminal Lawyers 
Association “Attorneys of the Year” 
for our representation of a client who 
was wrongfully charged with capital 
murder.  Using skills I learned during my 
police career, we not only cleared our 
client; we found who the real killer and 
robbers were.

The mother of these two brothers was a 
good friend of Ken’s and she needed a 
lawyer to represent her sons.  I met with 
the mother and agreed to represent 
one of her sons.  Little did I know when 
I agreed to work this case that I would 
be defending a factually innocent 
client?  “There is no client as scary as 
an innocent man.”  The Lincoln Lawyer 
by Michael Connelly (Grand Central 
Publishing 2005).

To help understand the complications 
of this case, I will briefly describe the 
events occurring on October 6, 2004.  
Tommy Williams and his wife were 
returning home from work that night 
and got off the bus at Airline and Dyna.  
The couple observed a red extended 
cab truck pass by with two men inside.  
As they started walking toward their 
apartment, the truck made a u-turn 
and came back toward them.  When 
the truck stopped, two men jumped out 
with pistols and demanded their purse 
and wallet.  One suspect put a pistol 
to Mrs. Williams head and she heard a 
click.  Mr. and Mrs. Williams cooperated 
with the gunmen and gave them their 
wallet and purse.  The suspects then 
drove away toward West Road.

Because of the terror from this robbery, 
Mrs. Williams had an anxiety attack and 
an ambulance had to be called to the 
scene.  A short while later these same 
two suspects appeared at the Ramada 
Inn on the North Freeway, just south 
of West Road.  In the parking lot they 
approached Robert William Gutzman 
who was checking into the hotel.  The 
two men attempted to rob him and 
when he refused to cooperate, he 
was shot twice and died on the scene.  
While the Houston Police Department 
was handling the Williams’ robbery, the 
Harris County Sheriff’s Office (HCSO) 
was investigating the capital murder 
scene at the Ramada Inn.

Continues on Page 13

 Award for clearing an innocent man

In 2004, Ken Slack, a lawyer and friend, 
contacted me about two brothers who 
had been arrested and charged with 
capital murder.  
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Continues from Page 12

With the assistance of Lois Gibson 
a composite photo of the two 
men, involved in these crimes, 
was later published in the media.  
Almost immediately HCSO started 
receiving calls regarding their murder 
investigation.  One caller named my 
client as being the suspect with the 
HPD cap and identified his brother as 
being the other gunman.  My client did 
own a red extended cab pickup that 
matched the description of the wanted 
vehicle and the brothers looked similar 
to Lois’s composite photos.

Our client didn’t even own a firearm.  
He could not explain why his brother 
would confess and implicate him in this 
crime.  He told us that when investigators 
showed him his brother’s confession, 
he believed they were trying to trick 
him into confessing and believed his 
brother did not confess.  My client 
stood firm regarding his innocence 
and started trying to convince us of his 
innocence.    

Because of the strong evidence against 
him, I did not believe him when he 
professed his innocence and I feel bad 
for not believing him.  It took me a few 
months before I realized my client was 
telling the truth and he knew nothing 
about the robberies or the individuals 
involved.  That is the moment when 
the fear of representing an innocent 
man set in.  What if my client went to 
the death chamber because I could 
not provide the defense he needed?  
I was reminded of my fear when later 
reading Michael Connelly’s quote 
about a scary client in The Lincoln 
Lawyer.  I can attest that I was really 
scared about representing my client, 
an innocent man.

Once I knew my client was factually 
innocent, I had to do everything within 
my power to find evidence to prove 
his innocence.  So, I resorted to my 
police training and started hitting the 
streets in and around the Airline and 
West Road area without a badge.  
It wasn’t long before I found other 
locations these two suspects had 
robbed and even learned of a police 
chase where the red extended cab 
pickup was abandoned with a pistol 
inside the cab. 

I also resorted to contacting a 
confidential informant I used while 
working in the Department.  With the 
help of this informant I located the red 
truck used in the robberies.  With his 
help, we determined it was two other 
suspects who were responsible for the 
robberies and murder. 

Continues on Page 17

The truck’s owner was the shooter in the 
case my client was charged in.

Clifton Bryan was the truck’s owner and 
the shooter, who wore the HPD cap 
in Lois’s composite drawings.  Billy Joe 
Garza was with him during the robberies 
and made several admissions to me 
when I talked with him in the HCSO 
jail.  My informant found the truck in a 
wrecking yard and the truck had bullet 
holes from one of the many robberies 
they committed.  Even though we 
knew all this information, the State still 
believed they had charged the right 
individuals (my client and his brother) so 
we were set to begin a trial a year after 
my client’s arrest, with both brothers still 
in custody.

My informant even located Bryan for me 
and told him he better tell me the truth 
when I talked with him.  I had originally 
believed Bryan possibly loaned his truck 
to the men who committed the robbery 
murder.  However, when I met him, he 
looked exactly like Lois’s composite and 
I knew I was talking to Mr. Gutzman’s 
killer.  Through skillful interrogation, I 
obtained more valuable evidence 
to clear my client and evidence that 
would later be used to prosecute Bryan 
for Mr. Gutzman’s murder. 

The question I have been most asked 
about this case is why someone 
would confess to a crime they did not 
commit.  Although I had heard about 
“suggested memory”, I had never 
actually witnessed it in a case.  During 
interrogation of my client’s brother, 
the investigators kept suggesting his 
involvement in the robberies and 
murder. They confronted him with all 
the evidence they had gathered and 
finally the investigators convinced him 
he was involved in this horrible crime.  
During the trial of Bryan, the State had 
to explain why they wanted the jury 
to convict Bryan, when someone else 
confessed to the crime and implicated 
my client. 

Composite of the Suspects involved in the robberies 
and murder

There were witnesses who had seen 
the two gunmen near the Ramada 
Inn just before Mr. Gutzman was shot.  
Mr. and Mrs. Williams were also eye 
witnesses and the victims of a robbery 
which occurred in the general area 
just a short time before the murder.  So, 
the county investigators put together 
photo spreads and both brothers were 
positively identified as the robbers who 
murdered Mr. Gutzman.  

The investigators also had other 
evidence which linked the brothers to 
the crime and to make matters worse 
for my client, his brother confessed to 
the robberies implicating my client.  In 
his confession the brother denied being 
the shooter in the murder.  Both brothers 
were in the Harris County Jail charged 
with capital murder when the family 
retained our office for representation.

We soon learned our client knew 
nothing about any robberies much less 
the murder. 



14 The Retired Badge June - July 2014 Edition

Birthdays & Anniversaries

ALL NATURAL SUPPLEMENT
Introducing a NEW SCIENTIFICALLY PROVEN, PATENTED 
PRODUCT that helps the body function at OPTIMAL LEVEL 
by REDUCING OXIDATIVE STRESS and DECREASING OR 
REVERSING THE AGING PROCESS. 
Also CERTIFIED & APPROVED by the BSCG for athletes.

Call Noel and Patsy Wilson, Independent Distributors
ID # 807793, Phone: 281-492-9940  (H)   281-773-7513  (M)

Tried and recommended by:
Phyllis Wunsche, HPD retired       713-870-5453

JULY
2nd,   Nancy Chrisman
2, 1997 Ruth and Chester Massey
3, 1981 Dorothy and Charles Niemeier
6, 1989 Sharlot and Richard Summer
8, 1968 Malcolm (Smoky) and Carol Windham
10, 1976 Kay and Ed Aldridge
10, 1955 Jack and Linda Guy
10, 1967 John and Barbara Harlan
11, 1949 Virginia and Harry Hall
17, 1989 D.I. and Janet Elaine Baker
19th,  Candice Guzman Wade
21st,  Joyce L. Hadley
22nd,  Janet Elaine Baker
22nd,  Bobby Foster
26, 1953 Nell and Morris Shofner
26th,  Elizabeth Parker
28, 1959 Walton N. and Betty Sue Miller

1, 1947 Jim Gratz
1st,  Albert Nichols
2, 1983 Mary and George Summer
2nd,  Jeri Nickerson
3, 1955 Richard and Delia Delano
4, 1928 James Calvin Doyal
7th,  Bill (Willie) Osborn
12, 1949 Doug G. Bell
13th,  Sue Turbeville
14th,  James S. Coley
15th,  Mike W. Waltmon
17th,  Margery Doetterl
20, 1927 Forrest Turbeville
21, 1939 John T. Gonzales 
25th,  Mary and Bill Osborn
25, 1982 Candice and Edwin Wade
29th,  Martha and John Sweatt
30, 1924 Harry Hall
31, 1946 Roger A. Burkhalter

JUNE

Star * Dot * Star Computer Consulting
(In business since 1992)

Computer Repairs, Malware and Virus removal
Networking and Printer install, Data Recovery and more!

Ed Cuccia
713.974.0074

edcuccia@star-dot-star.biz
www.star-dot-star.biz

HPD RETIRED Class of 78       Don’t trust your computer to a stranger!
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History of Houston Police Officers 
Pension System
Recently, a series of documents were 
made available to me regarding the 
onset of a Pension System for Houston 
Police Officers.  This history of this most 
important happening will be presented 
in a series in the Retired Badge.

March 8, 1938

Minutes of meeting of the Committee 
appointed by members of the 
Houston Police Department, to work 
out a PENSION SYSTEM for the Police 
Department.

First official meeting held March 8, 1938, 
3:00pm in the Police Assembly Room.

Mr. M.M. Simpson was appointed 
Chairman of the Committee.  J.H. 
Tatum, Vice Chairman, Millard Weaver, 
Secretary and Treasurer, A.F. Butler, L.D. 
Morrison and A.W. Rainey, are serving 
as committeemen.

The Secretary-Treasurer was instructed 
to contact Mr. W.H. Maunsell, City 
Controller and obtain from him all 
information he has regarding our 
pension system, which was voted on 
and supposed to have been put into 
effect January 1st, 1933.  The information 
desired of Mr. Maunsell is whether or not 
there has been money appropriated 
to this fund.  He was also instructed to 
contact Mrs. M.H. Westerman, Assistant 
City Secretary, and obtain from her 
a copy of the charter covering this 
amendment.

The committee agreed to contact the 
members of the Police Department and 
request a donation of $2.00 from each of 
them to be used in employing a lawyer 
to assist them in working out a pension 
system, handling legal technicalities, 
etc.  It was agreed $2.00 will be the 
minimum donation accepted.

The committee agreed to call and talk 
to Mr. Johnnie Crooker, Attorney, to 
ascertain from him the approximate 
charge for serving us, also his opinion 
regarding the matter.

The committee secured permission from 
Assistant Chief of Police, D.G. Turner, 
who was acting in the absence of Chief 
of Police C.A. Williams, to proceed with 
their plans and do all possible to work 
out a pension system for the Houston 
Police Department.

Meeting, March 17th, 1938

Meeting called to order, 3:30pm, 
Police Assembly Room.  All present 
except Committeeman L.D. Morrison.  
Various topics were discussed at length 
regarding various ways and means of 
working out a pension system.  Noting 
definite voted on.

Millard Weaver, Secretary-Treasurer

Meeting, May 25th, 1938

Minutes of meeting held at 3:30pm in 
Judge Ray Scrugg’s office, 405 Citizens 
State Bank Building.  ALL PRESENT.

Tentative plans were discussed as to a 
pension set up and the following was 
decided upon as a temporary plan for 
the actuary to determine whether or 
not we could adopt it.  The following 
was adopted:

Seventy-five dollars per month to apply 
to all regardless of rank.

Twenty-five years service, fifty years of 
age.  Pension not to become effective 
until after three years from date it 
is enacted.  It is to be optional with 
employee whether he takes pension or 
not at age of fifty after twenty-five years 
service, provided he is in good health, 
this to be handled by pension board.

It will be mandatory that all employees 
of the Police Department become a 
member of the pension system, in other 
words, anyone employed by the Police 
Department at present or in the future 
automatically become members of 
the pension system and deductions 
from their pay checks will be made.  In 
case anyone resigns or is discharged 
before serving the required length of 
time to entitle him to a pension, the 
amount deducted from his check while 
so employed will be refunded without 
interest.  It will be left to the discretion 
of the board as to how the money will 
be refunded, whether in a lump sum or 
installments.

Any member who is disabled while 
in line of duty will participate in the 
pension regardless of the years of 
service.  In case pensioner dies or is 
killed while in line of duty his widow will 
be paid $75.00 per month for a period 
not to exceed ten years.  In case of 
her death, before this time expires the 
children will be paid same, up to the 
age of sixteen years.

The pension board is to consist of three 
members of the Police Department, 
elected by popular vote of the Police 
Personnel.

The City Controller and one City 
Commissioner who is to be appointed 
by the Mayor and confirmed by 
Council.

It was decided to deduct $1.50 as a 
minimum and $5.00 as a maximum 
from employees checks to go into this 
pension system.  Various ways to secure 
revenue for the pension was discussed, 
nothing definite decided upon.

Millard Weaver, Secretary-Treasurer

(To be continued)
Nelson Zoch
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Police Week Reception 
For the past five to six years, the HPOU 
and the HPROA have co-sponsored 
a reception at the HPOU Building for 
the families and friends of our many 
Officers who have lost their lives IN THE 
LINE OF DUTY.  Sergeant Larry Jaskolka 
of the HPD Honor Guard and several of 
his group also participate in inviting the 
families for this occasion.

This reception is usually held on the 
Friday prior to Police Week and it was 
so held on Friday, May 9th, 2014.  This 
is the same day as the Police Week 
Ceremony at the Police Memorial or, 
if weather threatens as it has the past 
two years, at the Fonde Recreational 
Center across Memorial Drive from the 
Credit Union.

Families and friends are invited to the 
reception which begins at 5:00pm prior to 
the Ceremony at 7:00pm.  A large amount 
of tasty snacks are provided jointly by 
the two employee groups.  Actually, 
it consists of more than just snacks as 
chicken wings, sausage, and egg rolls are 
included with a variety of sandwiches, 
fruit, and vegetable trays.    Iced tea and 
coffee are also made available.  

After a short visitation time, Metro busses 
are available to transport attendees to 
the Ceremony.  They are returned to the 
HPOU Building after the ceremony for 
more fellowship and food.

The food is tastefully selected by Ms. 
Krystal LeRoue, executive secretary for 
HPOU.  Decorations are provided by the 
HPOU and the HPROA committee also 
provide table decorations and small gifts 
of remembrance for the attendees.  The 
HPROA committee consists of Sue Gaines, 
Barbara Cotton, Stefanie Leonard, and 
Phyliss Wunsche.  Usually, Steve Rayne, 
Bill Elkin, and Nelson Zoch attend also, as 
did Don Cotton, Bebe Elkin, and Medwin 
Beale this year.

A wall of remembrance is erected on the 
stage in front of the building.  This wall was 
created several years ago by the HPROA 
committee and consists of the names 
and photos, if available, of the 112 HPD 
Officers who made the ultimate sacrifice. 
Also, the HPOU has created an impressive 
permanent display of these men and 
women, which is now on both side walls 
of this recently renovated hall.   

Officer Doug Egdorf, an HPOU Director, 
was in charge of this project and it is a 
fantastic display dedicated to these 109 
men and three women.

Over 130 people attended this reception.  
This year, there were in attendance ten 
widows of Officers KILLED IN THE LINE OF 
DUTY, those being Salvaggio, Roman, 
Holmes, Vasquez, Clark, Johnson, Gryder, 
Canales, Mani, and Will.  Other family 
members were in attendance from 
those ten families as well as numerous 
family members from twelve others-
Meinecke, Miller, Gerhart, Wright, Victor 
Wells, Zamarron, Rawlins, DeLeon, Shirley, 
Schaefer, Howard, and Irby.  Also, a 
childhood friend of both David Huerta 
and George Rojas attended as he does 
most every year.  Steve Benavides, an 
HPROA member, is a loyal and faithful 
friend of both of those slain Officers.

A heartfelt thanks to all of those that 
participated in this effort to honor our 
FALLEN HEROES and their families.

Nelson Zoch
May 11, 2014

Attorney Don Irwin and Ken Slack 
represented my client’s brother and 
they worked with us throughout our 
representation.  Because of the strong 
evidence and the confession, they 
knew their client had serious problems.  
During my police career I was cross 
examined many times by Mr. Irwin in 
trials against his clients and he kept 
telling me he was glad I was on his side 
this time.

Using the evidence we gathered, the 
State finally dismissed charges against 
both brothers and then charged the 
two men responsible for the robberies 
and murders. 

Bryan was convicted of murder and 
he received a life sentence.  Garza 
cooperated with the State and pled 
guilty to aggravated robbery with 
a deadly weapon.  He received a 
15 year sentence for robbery, with 
a deadly weapons finding, which 
means he will have to serve at least 
half of the sentence before being 
eligible for parole.

The Department provided me with 
many skills and a lot of fond memories.  
A successful investigator must develop 
the skills of dealing with informants.  

Although I never socialized with my 
informants, many of them have kept in 
contact throughout the years.      

Some have sent me clients and 
others called for representation in 
criminal matters they were involved 
in.  Hopefully you have enjoyed yet 
another story from the Department as 
I Remember It.

Continues from Page 13
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Bye Bye Piney Woods
By Chuck Smith

By the  time this article comes out we 
will be gone from the Piney Woods..I’ll 
try to come up with a new name for my 
article next time.
 
As some of you know, I have wanted to 
move to the Hill Country for 10-12 years. 
I got tired  of mowing grass, paying 
taxes, and trying to keep the place up 
(can you relate)?  Dot FINALLY agreed 
to sell the place, get rid of most of her 
“stuff” and buy a nice 5th wheel. So we 
got started..Our daughter Laurie Jo, 
put the house on the market for us. We 
went to Bandera and a week after the 
sign went up the place was sold..Dot 
and I had to cut our trip short and come 
home and start tending to business.
 
We looked at 5th wheels till our eyeballs 
crossed and found one Dot liked. We 
paid down and ordered it, a 2015 Mobil 
Suites, 38 foot RSB with 4 slides. Well, 
then we traded her “little Ford Escape” 
in on a Ford Super Duty, Diesel.

I bought it cause when we took it for 
a drive, Dot said “write him a check”.  
I took it she liked it. I sold my pick-up 
and my utility trailer just as quick as the 
house. We are trading the motorhome 
in on the 5th wheel so that will leave us 
with a 5th wheel and a truck. Cuts my 
insurance in half..
 
We are now in the stage of getting rid 
of 52 years of collected “stuff”, most of 
it is good stuff ..but.not all. I did have to 
compromise some and rent a storage 
building for doo-dahs and old pictures 
and other real valuable things.. We are 
picking up the 5th wheel or should I say 
our “Home” this Thursday 5-8-14 and 
will come back to Crockett to load it 
up and head out for the Hill Country. 
Skyline Ranch R.V. in Bandera will be 
our home base to start with. 

About half the people say “Old Fool 
has lost his mind” but believe it or  not,  
at least half say they really envy us and  
they wish they could do it too.

Our Doctors are in Kerrville and the 
Hospital there is first class..something us 
“older folks” need to consider as time 
marches on. Our son Bobby and wife 
Paige live in Huntsville and I am trying 
to talk him into putting in an R.V. hook-
up so we can come in on Holidays for 
a while. Paige is all for it but Bobby is still 
“thinking about it”.
 
I get to thinking about all our old 
“Buddys” that have made that “last 
roll call” or have health problems that 
prevent them from  R.V.ing and realize 
how much the good Lord has Blessed 
Dot & I.  

For some of our friends I missed notifying, 
we will be using cell phones. My number 
is 936-544-6557 and Dots is 936-545-
3649, our E-Mail will be  chuckdot4545@
gmail.com.
 

God Bless and stay safe, till next time,
Chuck

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper. 
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.

Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.

New HPROA Members
APRIL:  Anthony Kivela, Bruce LaMore, 
Joe Lorentz, Hans Marticiuc, and John 
Spjut (5).

MAY: Willie Cato, Henry Chavez, Carl 
W. Driskell, and Thomas Hartnett (4). 

Associate Members approved at the 
May meeting:  William E. Lunsford, Bertha 
F. Vincent, and Charles A. Vencent.  (3)
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Out and About with Dot
A SMITH NEWS ALERT !!!!!!!!
 
As of June 1st, 2014, we will have 
moved to Bandera, Texas. We sold 
our home (on the market for 1 1/2 
weeks),my car, Chuck’s truck and 
whatever else Chuck could get his 
hands on. Then we bought a brand 
new Ford King Ranch truck and a 
2015 Mobil Suite 5th-wheel. Yes, we 
are going to live in the 5th-wheel.

I know what all of you are thinking.....
aren’t they too old to be going “full-
time”? You are not saying anything 
I haven’t said to myself a hundred 
times. I have been saying “no” for 10 
to 12 years and Chuck finally wore 
me down.

I don’t know if it’s the right decision, 
and I have done a lot of praying 
about this. I’m sure that God is saying, 
quit your whining and get on with it. I 
feel sure that when we get settled in 
Bandera with all our friends, things are 
going to be great.

I am going to miss working in my yard 
and flowerbeds but Chuck does not 
want to mow grass anymore so this is 
a big plus for him.

Our kids and grandchildren have 
gotten 95% of our “stuff”, which is a 
good thing and I know they will take 
good care of everything. That makes 
me feel better. Chuck and I have 
stored some things that I just can’t 
part with yet.

Our new home is beautiful and I have 
everything in it that I have in my other 
home. All stainless steel appliances.... 
a refrigerator bigger than the one I 
have had, a dishwasher, garbage 
disposal and the list goes on. So I 
certainly don’t have anything to 
complain about. And if we don’t like 
our neighbors......we can move. How 
many of you can do that!!!!!!

Hopefully, in my next article I will 
have news about getting all settled 
in. I hope this finds all of you having a 
wonderful summer and if you all are 
up Bandera way, come by and see 
us. A lot of you know where Skyline 
Ranch R.V. Park is.
 

 Until next time.....  Dot

RetiRedBadge
THE

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

With Honor We Served . . . With Pride We Remember

See us online at 
www.hpdretired.com
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I wish I could finally get “growed up”!  
I’ve understood from a very early age 
that when you “get grown” you can do 
what you want to.  That’s what my Mom 
and Dad always said.  “When you ‘get 
grown’ you can do what you want to.  In 
the mean time you get in there and get 
that room cleaned up, … mow the grass, 
… wash those dishes, … etc., etc., etc.”  

I think that eleven years old was about 
the optimum time in my life.  I needed 
only pocket change to entertain myself 
and girls were something to be avoided 
as much as possible.  

I had my stripped down Schwinn bike for 
transportation with minimum restriction 
on where to go, within reason, as long as 
I didn’t impose on folks.  Nobody thought 
a thing about a kid on his bike with a 
.22 rifle.  A box of shells would provide a 
half day of entertainment on one of the 
creeks, around one of the oil field mud 
holes or along a rice canal bank.  Turtles, 
snakes, gars, et. al. provided ample 
targets of opportunity.  Floating twigs and 
chips provided moving target practice.

These few years of life were about as 
trouble free as it would ever be for me.  
And it’s been pretty much downhill from 
there.  I don’t guess I’ll ever get totally 
grown up since there’re still people telling 
me what I can and can’t do.  I’ll just have 
to do my dead level best to seriously try 
to not think about it.

I recall in the late 1970’s going to the 
Greater Houston Gun Club.  I was blessed 
to know a national champion shooter by 
the name of Grant Ilseng.  He was kind 
enough to teach the basics of skeet 
shooting to me and my two kids.  Grant was 
a man of vast experience, not only in the 
shooting world of The Great Depression, 
nor of Hollywood where he was instructor 
to the likes of Howard Hughes who would 
bring Jane Russell and/or other lady stars 
with him to the range.  

He was also a cohort of a young man 
by the name of Robert Stack.  He was 
a professional shooter for Montgomery 
Ward for a number of years and 
competed in local, state, national and 
international trap and skeet events.  

Using skeet he taught the concept of 
“deflection shooting” [shooting in front 
of a flying target] in beginning aerial 
gunnery to fighter pilots and air crews 
all through World War II.

But what a lot of people don’t know 
was that as a young man in the early 
20th century he was a prospector for 
a number of years.  He wandered the 
southwest on both sides of the border 
with Mexico searching for gold and had 
some moderate success at it before he 
took up shooting for a living.

He eventually opened a large sporting 
goods store in Houston and eventually 
sold it to Sporting Goods, Inc.  He was 
also very active in the Harris County 
Reserve Deputy Program where he 
developed their Marine Division which 
was eventually made a full time 
component of the HCSO.

I got the last trap lesson he ever gave, 
I guess.  He wasn’t feeling very good 
toward the end and he would have 
to sit on the bench behind the trap 
line to coach.  Often, toward the last, 
I wouldn’t even take my gun out of the 
case but would just spend some time 
sitting and talking to him.

We were shooting Trap in a driving rain 
storm at Beaumont during the Texas 
State Police Olympics when we got a 
phone call that said he’d finally passed 
away.  A lot of sportsmen and women, 
much older now, still miss him.

I remember during those years there was 
another tall, lean elderly gentleman that 
was a member at Greater Houston.  I 
believe he drove a sports car and would 
dress very neat, often wearing a snap-
brim “golf” or “driving” style cap.  He 
must have been in his mid-eighties.   

He had one of the most ornate .410 
gauge Winchester 101 shotguns I’ve 
ever seen.

The first time I saw him shoot I was a bit 
perplexed.  His style of shooting was 
very unique.  I’ve never seen anything 
like it, before or since, but I did file it 
away for future reference.

He’d stand on a skeet station and 
position his feet properly.  He’d hold the 
shotgun down below his waist in both 
hands at full arms length.  He’d swing 
the shotgun back and forth, not unlike 
someone shoveling dirt, snow or coal, 
increasing the arc with each swing.  On 
the third or fourth repetition he’d call for 
the bird as he would swing the shotgun 
all the way up to his shoulder, swing in 
front of the flying clay target and shoot.  
As often as not he’d break the bird.  In 
effect, it was like shooting skeet from 
the “low gun” position.

After watching him on a few different 
occasions I finally asked him why he 
chose that particular way to mount 
his gun.  He told me quite frankly that 
he no longer had the strength to lift 
the gun all the way to his shoulder in 
one movement or to hold it there any 
length of time.  He figured out how to 
overcome these obstacles so he could 
continue to shoot skeet.  I still think that 
was brilliant!  Some 40 years later it’s 
my fall back plan if the Lord lets me live 
that long.

My improvement will be to not use a 
“heavy” over & under, but my sleek, 
lightweight broom stick of a Model 42 
pump.  If I get to where I can’t pump it, 
I’ll use my Remington 11-48 .410 semi-
auto.  It weighs only slightly more.

The Shotgun Corner

Continues on Page 24

By M.D. Beale, Jr. 
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In recent years, you have been 
bombarded with media commentary 
about the unsustainability of public 
pension systems throughout the United 
States, and yes, even in Houston. The 
local media stories present a skewed 
view of the reality involving the Houston 
Police Officers’ Pension System.

You should know that Houston is not 
Detroit.  The Houston and Texas economies 
are thriving.  A thousand people move 
to Texas every day, and our job creation 
engine is the envy of the country.  In fact, 
the Texas Workforce Commission reports 
that Houston’s unemployment rate in 
March was 5.2%, the lowest rate since 
September 2008.  While Detroit refused 
to keep up with the times, Houston with 
its blend of cutting edge oil and gas 
and technology expertise is perfectly 
positioned to capitalize on the current 
opportunities of today.

Our city’s economy is on a financial roll.

HPOPS has entered into at least six 
separate contracts with the City of 
Houston, which, by mutual agreement, 
spell out in great detail the benefits to and 
obligations of both parties. The current 
contract, incidentally, runs through June 
of 2023 and requires both parties to 
exhibit the utmost integrity in fulfilling the 
contractual terms that were agreed too.  
Again, by mutual agreement, the current 
contract prohibits either party from 
soliciting legislation. Further, it requires 
both parties to oppose any legislation 
that may be filed.  The City of Houston has 
both verbally and contractually pledged 
to fulfill their financial obligations to your 
retirement fund.  They always have, and 
HPOPS believes they will continue to do 
so.  However, as stake holders in the City’s 
finances, it is imperative that all parties 
vigilantly monitor how the City of Houston 
conducts its financial affairs. Gone are 
the days where we can stand idle while 
$100’s of millions in bonds are floated in 
the public markets in order to finance 
non-sensible projects at the expense of 
current and retired employees. 

If for some reason the city decided to 
not honor the contract, rest assured that 
HPOPS stands ready and willing to do 
whatever is necessary to enforce the 
contract.  

At present, HPOPS is over 80 percent 
funded and that is ahead of the 
national average. The taxpayers of 
Houston pay less than 30 cents of every 
dollar paid out in benefits to the men, 
women and families who put their lives 
on the line to “keep the peace” – and 
who aren’t eligible for Social Security 
anyway.  While speaking of benefits, 
those of you who were hired after 
October 9, 2004, should know that the 
Board of Trustees have not forgotten 
about you.  This is not the first time that 
HPOPS, in its 68 year history, has been 
bifurcated into two benefit structures. 
In the mid-seventies HPOPS was 
severely underfunded and benefits 
for new employees were reduced. 
It took over 20 years to strengthen 
the pension system to a point where 
the plans could be merged back 
together.  The primary objective of 
the Board is to strengthen the plan so 
that it can again be reunited into one 
benefit structure.  

You should understand that the Texas 
Legislature begins its next session in 
January of 2015.  That’s just eight 
months away.  Look for and prepare 
yourself for media personalities, like 
Bill King, to increase their rhetoric as 
the opening day of the session draws 
closer.  This rhetoric is designed to put 
political pressure on lawmakers, both 
local and state wide.  Unfortunately, 
a very real byproduct of this rhetoric 
is that it creates a huge amount of 
anxiety for you and your families who 
are totally dependent on the viability 
of your pension in order to survive 
your retirement years without going 
on welfare.  

Bill King was trained as a lawyer.  Lawyers 
advocate for their clients.

News from HPOPS
There is a club of very high net worth 
individuals in the United States and 
in Texas that are intent on eliminating 
Public Employee Defined Benefit 
Pension Systems just as they have 
done in corporate America.  One of 
the more visible is the Laura and John 
Arnold Foundation which was created 
by John Arnold.  Mr. Arnold is a Houston 
billionaire who made his money as 
a former Enron Corporation energy 
trader who later started an energy 
hedge fund.  He subsequently retired 
before the age of 40.  His foundation, for 
example, contributed more than $3.5 
million to a PBS and New York affiliate 
WNET to produce a series called “The 
Pension Peril.”  The most recent article 
about Mr. Arnold and his foundation 
can be located in the April 14, 2014, 
Wall Street Journal.  The article is titled 
“Nonprofits Caught in Pension Crossfire 
between Foundations, Unions.”

It’s convenient when occasions like 9/11 
commemorations or the recent Boston 
Marathon bombing anniversary come 
up for politicians to say nice words to 
the police and other first responders for 
showing courage and doing the right 
thing despite the consequences.  In return, 
it would be nice for certain politicians to 
show a little of that same courage, set 
better priorities and honor the promises 
already made.

As the legislative season nears, the 
media’s political pressure will increase 
and rumors will fly.  The Trustees and 
the office staff of HPOPS stand ready 
to answer any questions that you have.  
Please utilize this resource instead of 
perpetuating rumors.

To paraphrase one of Mr. King’s article 
teaser comments, ‘more on this later.’

Terry Bratton
HPOPS-Chairman of the Board
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HPROA Benefits
In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD 
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers 
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired 
officers to have the same type of organized representation that 
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired 
officers an official organization to represent them regarding 
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits. 

The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers 
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization. 
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with 
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being: 
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical 
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.

The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from 
within its membership and answers only to the membership of 
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?

Membership Benefits
I.   ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension 
benefits  
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL 
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers 
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by  sponsoring reunions 
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA 
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor 
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception 

IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need 
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of 
deceased member 
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect 
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the 
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the 
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and 
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of 
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit 
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s 
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in 
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and 
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at 
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official 
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting 
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607 
E. Whitney.

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper. 
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.

Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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As required by the by-laws of the HPROA, 
the annual election of one-half of the 
Board will again be conducted.  The 
ballots will be mailed out as usual and 
the votes will be counted at the monthly 
meeting on Thursday, August 14, 2014.  
And don’t forget, the HPROA will provide 
a complementary and tasty meal on that 
date also.

Up for election this year are the positions 
of President, 2nd Vice-President, 
Secretary, and Board Positions #’s 1, 3, 
5, and 7.  All current holders of those 
positions have indicated a desire to 
continue serving.  However, anyone 
wishing to serve on the Board are 
encouraged to place their name on 
the ballot.

The nominating Chairman is Robert (Bob) 
Shields, who can be contacted at 281-304-
8173.  The deadline for filing for one of these 
positions is Wednesday, June 11, 2014, 5:00pm.
E.J. Smith and his reliable set-up and take-
down crew have volunteered to tally the 
ballots, which will be done on the morning 
of Thursday, August 14, prior to the general 
membership meeting at 9:30am. 

HPROA Election Day

Continues from Page 20

When I was young I pretty much 
followed the philosophy that “If a little 
bit is good then more is better therefore 
too much ought to be just about 
right!”  It was appropriate for the time.  
However, bullet design and shooting 
components today are far advanced 
and you can get the same job done 
with less material.  I’ve pretty much 
done a “180” on “bigger and more is 
better” for all of my shooting.

Today I can get a limit of dove with my 
.410’s by keeping my shots inside of the 
35 yard mark which is about the max I 
want to walk to pick one up anyway.  
Gunny Rock’s too old to chase downed 
birds anymore.  Quail aren’t a problem 
either nor are chukar and pheasant 
within range.

When you get right down to it, anything 
#6 shot or smaller will kill can be taken 
efficiently with a .410. 

It’s just a little harder to do than with 
any bigger gauge, but you do it with 
a lot less recoil.  And the older I get the 
more important that is.

Spring has sprung so if you spring turkey 
hunt have a good time for us, too.  The 
Gunny and I will see you at the range.  

Killed in the Line of Duty

June 19, 1921  Jeter Young

June 27, 1921  David D. Murdock

June 17, 1928  Albert Worth Davis

June 22, 1929  Oscar E. Hope

June 30, 1939  George D. Edwards

June 6, 1958  Noel R. Miller

June 30, 1965  Floyd T. Deloach

June 26, 1968  Ben Eddie Gerhart

July 30, 1901  William A. Weiss

July 30, 1927  Rodney Quinn Wells

July 1, 1964  James F. Willis

July 13, 1982  James Donald Harris

July 19, 1988  Elston M. Howard

June July

June 26, 1968  Bobby L. James

June 17, 1972  David F. Noel

June 18, 1974  Jerry L. Riley

June 8, 1978  Timothy L. Hearn

June 27, 1990  James B. Irby

June 29, 2008  Gary Gryder

June 23, 2009  Henry Canales
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RetiRee Roundup
RETIRED OFFICERS ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE

FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • DOUG BOSTOCK

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know 
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might 
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us 
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance. 

Steve Felchak: (3-10-14 nf)  Steve was 
transported this morning from a Conroe 
area rehab center to Conroe General 
Hospital where he is in ICU. They have 
completed a spinal tap and running 
additional test to determine what his 
problem might be. Continue to keep 
Steve in your prayers.  

Gary Brown: (3-11-14 -rs ) Will undergo 
surgery on 4-12-14 at St. Luke’s Hospital.  
They will be removing a tumor and 
will be taking out approx. 1/3 of his 
stomach. They will be doing a biopsy 
on the tumor during surgery. He is 
expected to remain in the hospital for 5 
to 7 days. . Gary Brown, UPDATE(: (3-16-
14 nf)  Gary called from the hospital this 
PM to say that he was in surgery for one 
and half hours last Wednesday where 
they removed two tumors from his 
stomach. Surgeons stated that they did 
NOT feel the tumors were malignant, 
but of course a biopsy will be done. 
Gary is walking around the hospital 
and recovering well. He wishes to thank 
everyone for their prayers and calls. 
Keep Gary in your daily prayers.

Fred Carroll – (3-11-14 –rs) Will undergo 
surgery for brain cancer on Fri. 4-14-
14 at M. D. Anderson Hospital. He will 
remain hospitalized for 3 to 5 days.  
Further treatment will be determined 
after the surgery. He welcomes anyone 
to give him a call at 832-876-3103.

Fred Carroll  ( 3-16-14 rh) – (UPDATE) 
We received information that Fred  
had surgery for a brain tumor at M.D. 
Anderson on Friday. 

APRIL 10, 2014 He is now recovering and the success 
of the surgery is unknown at this time.  
Please keep Fred and his family in your 
thoughts and prayers.  UPDATE - Fred 
Carroll: (3-29-14 nf) Our last report on 
Fred was that he had brain surgery at 
M.D. Anderson on 3-14. Thursday, Fred 
attended the S.E. Bunch luncheon so 
we have to assume that surgery went 
really well for him. We do not have a 
good contact number for him so if 
someone might have him call someone 
on the FAC.

Steve Felchak: (3-11-14 nf) Steve was 
moved today from the ICU unit at 
Conroe Regional into a hold over room 
as they continued to run tests. Steve is 
improved and is resting this afternoon. 
Your prayers, please.”

Update- Steve Felchak: (3-15-14 nf) 
We visited with Steve this morning by 
phone. Steve remains a patient in 
Conroe Regional. He states that he has 
had many and various tests but still no 
concise answers to his health issues. He 
is mobile, in good spirits with an intense 
desire to be released so he can go 
home which could happen later today. 
Keep Steve in your prayers. 

Steve Felchak, (Update - (3-18-14 - 
Forrest) We received a phone call 
from Steve and he stated that he 
got to come home from the hospital 
today. He stated that during the 
time that he was having these 
seizures that he was aware of what 
was happening and never did lose 
consciousness. Says to tell all “thanks 
for the calls, visits and prayers.” 

Please keep Steve in your daily prayers 
that he will not have any more of these 
seizures.  

Michael Yanchak: (3-15-14 nf) Gene 
Yanchak reports that his son, Michael, 
is in Hermann Hosp, Medical Center, 
recovering from surgery performed 
Friday to repair a bleeding ulcer along 
with related complications. Michael 
reportedly had a restful night following 
surgery. 

Many will recall that Michael suffered 
catastrophic injuries in an HPD on duty 
vehicle accident some years ago. 
Both Gene and Micheal are HPROA 
members and our prayers go out to 
Michael and his caregivers at Hermann 
hospital. 

Michael Yanchak - (3-17-14- UPDATE - 
(Gene Yanchak to Forrest)  We spoke 
with Gene and he related that his son, 
Michael, was doing some better and 
Dr’s stated that they had stopped the 
bleeding with surgery of the stomach 
ulcer. He went on to say that he thought 
that he would be moved from ICU to a 
private room later today. The Yanchak 
family’s plate has been full for some 
time now. Please keep the Yanchak 
family in your daily prayers. 

Michael Yanchak: Update (3-29-14 nf)  
Gene Yanchak reports that his son, 
Michael was released from the hospital 
on Friday, 3-28, and he is now at home 
recovering. Michael still has difficulty 
swallowing but that should recover 
in time. Please continue to pray for 
Michael that he would fully recover.
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Natalie Black: (3-19-14 nf) Surviving 
spouse of deceased Robbery Detective 
Frederick Black was admitted to 
Houston Hospice Inpatient unit. Lift up 
your prayers that she will be comforted 
and pain free on her journey home.

JOHN GALLEMORE (3-19-14 Forrest) 
Took a PET/CT Scan today at 8 a.m., 
results back at 1 PM (Kelsey is so good 
about reporting quick test results) to 
learn Oncologist reported: “PET (scan) 
looks very good the cancer continues 
to show no activity and is in remission - 
all great!” As I told you I am a walking, 
talking piece of physical evidence that 
prayer works. Please keep John in your 
daily prayers that this cancer will stay in 
remission.

Doug Bostock: (3-24-14 nf) Doug called 
this evening from Willowbrook Methodist 
hospital where he had been admitted 
Sunday evening and diagnosed with 
Pneumonia. He is not feeling well at all 
surrounded by IV’s and stated that he 
would likely be there through March 26. 
He will take calls on his cell at 281-221-
7466. Please keep Doug in your prayers. 

UPDATE - Doug Bostock: (3-26-14 nf)  
Doug called this evening and stated 
that he was released from the hospital 
with a pot full of prescriptions and is now 
at home recovering. Feeling better but 
still has a ways to go. Give him a call 
to uplift him and remember him in your 
prayers each day.

William J. “Bill” Wehr - 3-31-14 -(Judy 
Wehr (wife) to Forrest) We received a 
phone call from Judy stating that Bill 
had triple by-pass surgery on 3-28-14. 
She stated he had not had a check up 
in several years and finally persuaded 
him to have this one. After doctors ran 
some tests, they discovered that he had 
3 arteries that were needing attention. 
The surgery was done at the Methodist 
Hospital (Medical Center). Stated he 
came through the surgery very well 
and placed in ICU. 

He was put in a semi-private room today 
but hopefully will be put in a private 
room tonight. Please keep Bill in your 
daily prayers for complete healing.

Update -  Bill Wehr - 4-1-14 - (Judy Wehr 
to Forrest) We received a phone call 
from Judy (wife) stating that Bill is now 
in room #D-965 in Methodist Hospital 
(phone 713-790-6731. All tubes have 
been removed and he is sitting in a 
chair. They will have him walking this 
afternoon sometime., and if everything 
goes well, they hope  he will be able to 
go home Friday or Saturday. Judy says 
she thinks he can have phone calls on a 
limited basis, Please keep Bill and Judy 
in your daily prayers for going home 
and a complete recovery.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH 
OF MARCH 2014

ELI F.URESTI (RETIRED MEMBER) 
MARCH 1, 2014

PATTI  GRAY (WIFE OF RETIRED MEMBER 
ROBERT J. GRAY) MARCH 1, 2014

JAMES W. HOLMES (RETIREE) 
MARCH 10, 2014

DORIS TESSIER (MOTHER OF RETIRED 
MEMBER ROBERT TESSIER AND SURVIVING 
SPOUSE OF DECEASED RETIREE E.E. 
TESSIER) MARCH 13, 2014

JOHNNYE M GOODSON (SURVIVING 
SPOUSE OF DECEASED MEMBER BOBBY 
GOODSON) MARCH 15, 2014

JILL MARIE WALLER (DAUGHTER OF 
DECEASED MEMBER CHARLES D. CONE 
(MARCH 13, 2014

LAURA MICHELLE ALVARADO 
(DAUGHTER OF MEMBER ENRIQUE 
ALVARADO) MARCH  19, 2014

LARRY J. WILRICH (RETIRED MEMBER) 
MARCH 18, 2014

LEO V. BUTLER (RETIREE) MARCH 20. 2014

ROSELYN “BUNNY” KRINSKY (MOTHER 
OF RETIRED MEMBER KAREN KRINSKY 
COLLMAN) MARCH 22, 2014

JOYCE HADLEY (MEMBER AND 
SURVIVING SPOUSE OF DECEASED 
MEMBER DAVID H. HADLEY) 
MARCH 31, 2014

SCRIPTURE READINGS

WE ALWAYS THANK GOD FOR ALL OF 
YOU, MENTIONING YOU IN OUR PRAYERS 
(1 THESSALONIANS 1 – 2)

THE LORD IS GOOD, A REFUGE IN TIMES 
OF TROUBLE. HE CARES FOR THOSE WHO 

MAY 8, 2014

Barbara Cotton -  4-4-14 - (Stefanie 
Leonard) Information from Stefanie at 
the “Surviving Spouse Luncheon” on 
4-3-14 that Barbara Cotten becane 
ill suddenly and appeared to have 
symptoms to her having a stroke on 
Wednesday 4-2-14. They took her to the 
St. Luke”s Hospital on Hwy 249.

We called the hospital this date and 
found that she was in Room 4 - East-
7 (phone in room 832-534-6407). We 
talked with her husband Don who 
related that they are running tests 
on her but have not confirmed what 
caused her problem. Don stated that 
he would contact us once she has 
been diagnosed and the problem 
identified. Please keep Barbara in your 
daily prayers.  

Continues on Page 27
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Update – Barbara Cotton – 4-5-14 –(Ron 
Headley) Today I delivered a shower 
seat from our storage to Barbara 
Cotton after she suffered a stroke the 
other day.  It is my understanding that 
it was confirmed that she had a stroke.  
They released her from the hospital 
with instructions to see a neurologist on 
Monday.  She apparently will be doing 
rehab from home.  Sue Gaines stated 
that she will have more information on 
Monday and will keep us updated.

Barbara Cotten -  4-7-14 - (Sue Gaines) 
Sue spoke with Don, Barbara’s husband, 
who stated that Barbara was seen by 
a neurologist today, who confirmed 
that she did have a stroke.  The stroke 
has affected her speech and balance.  
Barbara is now recovering at home 
and will be undergoing therapy. Please 
keep Barbara and Don and in your 
prayers.

J.  C. Thomason - 4-12-14 - (Forrest) We 
received a phone call from J.C.  Still living 
in the Wimberly area. He stated that he 
has some health issues that has kept 
him from making the Fredericksburg 
reunion.  Says he has neuropathy in his 
feet which precludes him from driving. 
Still maintains that he feels pretty good. 
Keep J.C. in your daily prayers and give 
him a call at 512-847-9602. 

Troy Driskell - (4-14-14 - Forrest) TV news 
this A.M reported a tornado struck in 
Lovelady, Tx.  Knowing this to be the 
home town of Troy Driskell, we called 
to check on him. He reported that he 
has a 13 acre pasture rented next to 
where he lives. Stated that the tornado 
came across this pasture within 250 
yards of his home. He could see the 
funnel of the tornado and some of the 
debris from the trailer houses that were 
damaged and other material in the air 
being dropped in his pasture. He has a 
big job now cleaning up his pasture. He 
was very appreciative that we called 
and checked on him as he lives alone. 
Keep Troy in your daily prayers.

James (Jim) Wright  (04.15.14  jg)   Visited 
by phone with James R Wright’s wife, 
Gail, who said Jim continues to battle 
cancer and has for at least 10 years.  
Gail said Jim repeatedly Jim had to 
have blood transfusions in the past but 
has not since February.
 
Malcolm (“Smokey) Windham  ( 04.15.14 
jg) Contacted Malcolm “Smokey” 
Windham by phone who said he spent 
53 days in various hospital as a result 
of the problems connected with the 
pacemaker before the doctors got it 
performing the way it should.  Smokey 
said he is doing well now…..

Billy Todd  (04.15.14  jg) Talked  with B. 
J. who advised he had a total shoulder 
replacement including ball and socket 
and that he feels great and can lift more 
now than before he had a shoulder 
problem.

Barbara Harlan   (04.15.14  jg)  Barbara 
relates by telephone she is much 
improved from her brain surgery and 
greatly improved from her eye surgery 
that was reported April 1, 2013 and is 
now 20/20 with glasses.

Patti Gambino: (4-17-14 nf)  Sal Gambino 
reported to Sue Gaines that Patti had 
been in the hospital twice recently as 
a result of a fall at their home. She is still 
suffering with pain but is now at home 
recovering. Sal stated that they miss 
attending the meetings. Lift up your 
prayers for a full recovery for Patti and 
that her Easter would be pain free.

Jim Cessna (04-17-14 jg) Retiree 
Jim Cessna is dealing with a heavy 
issue.  Jim has very recently had the 
original diagnosis of Parkinsons made 
by doctors at the V.A. confirmed by 
his Neurologist that he is dealing with 
Parkinsons according to his comments 
on Face Book.  Visited with Jim by 
phone as a followup. Remember Jim in 
your prayers.

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH 
OF APRIL 2014

VELMA D. CHEVIS (MOTHER OF RETIREE 
SHEILA A STEPHENSON)         APRIL 2, 2014

CALLIE RUTH CARSON BLOYD (MOTHER 
OF RETIRED MEMBER TED C. BLOYD) 
APRIL 3, 2014

MARIANNA J. DWYER (SURVIVING 
SPOUSE OF DECEASED RETIREE 
MALCOLM E. DWYER) APRIL 3, 2014

CHARLES W. PIEL (FATHER OF RETIREE 
BRAD A. PIEL) APRIL 2, 2014

RUBY L. ALLUMS (RETIREE) APRIL 4, 2014

NATALEA J. BLACK (RETIRED MEMBER 
AND SURVIVING SPOUSE OF DECEASED 
MEMBER FREDERICK D. BLACK) 
APRIL 7, 2014

RAYMOND A. HELTON (RETIRED MEMBER) 
APRIL 14, 2014

ISABEL CANALES (MOTHER-IN-LAW OF 
RETIREE PETER RAZO) APRIL18, 2014

EDNA GERTRUDE PRICE (SURVIVING 
SPOUSE OF DECEASED MEMBER CARL 
PRICE)  APRIL 18, 2014

JIM V. LASALLE (FATHER IN LAW OF 
RETIRED MEMBER JOHN C. MOSELEY) 
APRIL 22, 2014

HECTOR CARRESCO (FATHER IN LAW OF 
RETIREE DAVID J. BREM) APRIL 29, 2014

THE LOVE OF THE LORD

IF I CAN DO SOMETHING HELPFUL, LORD 
SHOW ME HOW…G.	KLEISER

MAY THE LORD CONTINUALLY BLESS YOU 
WITH HEAVEN’S BLESSING AS WELL AS 
WITH HUMAN JOYS…Psalm	128.5
`
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Federally insured by NCUA

Here’s the
green light
to a new car...
-  As low as 1.74% annual percentage rate* 
 for up to 60 month �nancing
- As low as 2.74% APR* for up to 84 months
- NO payments for 90 days!*
-  LOW monthly payments
- LOW or NO down payment
-  SIGN with DocuSign (online signature)
-  Use electronic payments

Apply today.
By phone:  713.22.LOANS
Electronically:  hpfcu.org or 
In person: at one of our o�ces.

*Rates available on new and used vehicles and motorcycles year 
model 2008 and newer. Credit score will be established by Equifax 
beacon facta 09 model #MD02369. Qualifying HPFCU loan criteria 
applies for all loans. This rate is for new money only. Current 
HPFCU loans cannot be refinanced at this rate. Other qualifications 
may exist. Houston Police FCU reserves the right to discontinue 
promotions without notice at any time for any reason.

IN MEMORIUM
WE REMEMBER

WITH PRIDE

6, 1995 R.O. (Lippy) Biggs

8, 2004 A.H. (Herman) Perkins

10, 2001 R.C. Hermann

11, 1998 George Harmon

14, 1999 A.L. Hudman

16, 1994 R.T. Hill

17, 1985 Rodney G. McKeehan

17, 2005 Edward L. Kennedy

19, 2004 John H. Olszewski

19, 2005 Alonzo J. Crow

21, 1999 Lawrence W. Henning

21, 2003 Edgar Zayne Crawford

21, 2005 Luther W. Domain

21, 2005 Walter B. Mathews

23, 1993 John A. Long

24, 2006 Doyal LeCour

26, 1987 Marion G. Reese

28, 2001 Johnnie V. Green

29, 1995 J.D. (Don) Belcher

29, 2003 C.R. Dietz

30, 2000 H.D. Edwards

JUNE

3, 1991 John M. Donovan

3, 2000 J.H. Allen

5, 2001 W.A. (Tommy) Thomason

6, 1999 Lyndon (Lynn) D. Hunt

7, 1999 Thomas V. Ontiveros

9, 1986 Kenneth D. Porter

11, 2001 W.H. (Bill) Gaines

11, 2004 Raymond Prazak

12, 2006 George H. Larue

13, 2001 Robert D. Harris, Sr.

14, 2004 David H. Hadley

16, 2004 Vernon H. Maness

19, 2006 Alvin G. Christal

20, 1999 Lloyd Rivers

20, 2001 Lee R. Jaster

21, 1981 Thomas E. Grubbs

24, 2004 Walter Truitt Bolin

25, 1991 Glen W. Ewton, Jr.

25, 1998 L.W. (Larry) Moore

26, 2002 R.J. (Dick) Matthias, Jr.

28, 2003 Charles B. Wiener

29, 2004 Herman L. Stephens

JULY
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